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The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission was formed by the 15 Atlantic coastal states in 1942 for the promotion and 

protection of coastal fishery resources.  The Commission serves as a deliberative body of the Atlantic coastal states, coordinating 

the conservation and management of nearshore fishery resources, including marine, shell and diadromous species. 
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ASMFC Atlantic Menhaden Board Approves Draft Addendum II for 

Public Comment: Draft Addendum Considers Changes to Chesapeake 

Bay Reduction Fishery Cap 
 

Arlington, VA – The Commission’s Atlantic Menhaden Management Board approved Draft Addendum II 

to Amendment 3 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for public comment. The Draft Addendum 

considers options to reduce the Chesapeake Bay Reduction Fishery Cap (Bay Cap) by up to 50% and 

distribute the cap more evenly throughout the fishing season. The options aim to alleviate a 

concentration of effort that may be affecting other fisheries within the Bay and other potential 

ecological impacts.  

 

The Draft Addendum was initiated in response to concerns regarding declining pound net harvest and 

catch per unit effort in the Bay in recent years, coinciding with an increase in the concentration of 

reduction harvest in the summer months, and the possible downstream effects on menhaden predators.  

 

The Draft Addendum also includes options that link the Bay Cap to the coastwide total allowable catch to 

maintain a more fixed proportion between the two, as well as options to distribute the Bay Cap into 

three quota periods to prevent a concentration of reduction harvest in the spring and summer of the 

fishing season. 

 

A press release will follow with details on the availability of the document for public comment, the public 

hearing schedule, and how to submit written comments. This information will also be available on the 

Atlantic Menhaden Draft Addendum II Action Tracker webpage. A public comment form will also be 

available as another option to submit input on the Draft Addendum’s specific options.  

 

The Board will meet to review submitted comments and consider final action on the addendum in 

November 2026 at the Commission’s Annual Meeting in Newport, Rhode Island. For more information, 

please contact James Boyle, Fishery Management Plan Coordinator, at jboyle@asmfc.org or 

703.842.0740.    
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