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CALL TO ORDER 
The Executive Committee (EC) of the Atlantic 
States Marine Fisheries Commission convened 
May 6, 2026, in the Jefferson Ballroom at the 
Westin Crystal City in Arlington, Virginia. The 
meeting was called to order at 8:05 a.m. by Chair 
Dan McKiernan. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
The agenda was approved as presented and 
approved by consent. 
 
APPROVAL OF SUMMARY MINUTES 
The summary minutes from the February 4, 2026 
meeting were approved as presented. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment. 
 
 
FY27 BUDGET 
Ms. Leach presented the proposed FY27 
Commission budget which was reviewed by the 
Administrative Oversight Committee (AOC).  Mr. 
Cimino moved approval of the budget; Mr. Grist 
seconded the motion.  This motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
REPORT OF THE DECLARED INTERESTS AND 
VOTING PRIVILEGES WORK GROUP   
Mr. Beal suggested the Declared Interests and 
Voting Privileges work group discussion be held at 
the Policy Board meeting rather than the 
Executive Committee.  
 
 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Mr. Beal presented an update on recent 
legislative activity, including a summary of the 
State Boating Act and reauthorization of the Sport 
Fish Restoration Act.  
 

CARES UPDATE 
The Commission received an extension through 
12.4.26 on the CARES cooperative agreement to 
continue to collect funds from those who received 
funds deemed ineligible.  Mr. Clark asked if the 
federal government would agree to decisions 
made in state court, since seven 
individuals/businesses requested adjudicatory 
hearings to review their CARES payments that 
were deemed to be “unallowed”.  Staff responded 
that it is unclear if NOAA would accept the 
outcomes of the state court cases. 
 
FUTURE ANNUAL MEETING LOCATIONS 
Mrs. Leach provided an update on future Annual 
Meeting locations.  November 8 -12, 2026 Rhode 
Island DEM Marine Fisheries will host the Annual 
Meeting at the Viking Hotel in Newport, Rhode 
Island.  Future Annual Meeting locations are: 
2027 South Carolina; 2028 Massachusetts; 2029 
Pennsylvania; 2030 Georgia and 2031 
Connecticut.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
There was no other business.  
 
ADJOURN 
The Executive Committee went into a closed 
session at 8 : 3 5  a.m. for the Executive Director’s 
annual review.  The Executive Committee 
adjourned at 9:00 a.m.  
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