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ASMFC Spiny Dogfish Board Sets Quota
for 2026/2027 and 2027/2028 Fishing Seasons

Arlington, VA — The Commission’s Spiny Dogfish Management Board approved a coastwide commercial
quota for the 2026/2027 and 2027/2028 fishing seasons (May 1-April 30) of 9.2 million pounds (state-
specific allocations are provided in table below), pending approval by NOAA Fisheries. The quota is
consistent with the measures recommended to NOAA Fisheries by the Mid-Atlantic and New England
Fishery Management Councils (Councils). The Board also maintained the commercial trip limit in state
waters of 7,500 pounds for the northern region states of Maine through Connecticut. The states of New
York through North Carolina have the ability to set state-specific trip limits based on the needs of their
fisheries. The Commission’s actions are final and apply to state waters (0-3 miles from shore). The Councils
forwarded their recommendations for federal waters (3 —200 miles from shore) to NOAA Fisheries Greater
Atlantic Regional Fisheries Administrator for final approval.

Spiny Dogfish State Allocations (in pounds) for the 2026/2027 and 2027/2028 Fishing Seasons

Northern
Region NY VA NC
(ME-CT)

i imi To be specified by the individual southern region states

Possession Limit 7,500

58% 271%  7.64%  0.90%  5.92%  10.80%  14.04%

2025-2026 5,416,487 252,875 713,917 83,679 552,858 1,008,140 1,310,815

2026-2027 and
2027/2028
* Any overages in the above quota allocations will be deducted from that region’s or state’s quota allocation in
the subsequent year. Similarly, any eligible rollovers from one season can be applied to that region’s or state’s
quota allocation the following year.

5,334,652 249,054 703,131 82,415 544,505 992,909 1,291,010

The approved coastwide quotas represent a 1.5% reduction from the current fishing season’s coastwide
guota of 9.3 million pounds. The decreased quota is based on the Councils’ maintaining the acceptable
biological catch estimate from 2025/2026 but setting aside a slightly higher amount for discards. For more
information, please contact James Boyle, FMP Coordinator, at jboyle@asmfc.org or 703.842.0740.
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The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission was formed by the 15 Atlantic coastal states in 1942 for the promotion and
protection of coastal fishery resources. The Commission serves as a deliberative body of the Atlantic coastal states, coordinating
the conservation and management of nearshore fishery resources, including marine, shell and diadromous species.

1050 N. Highland Street e Suite 200A-N ¢ Arlington, VA 22201
703.842.0740 asmfc.org


mailto:jboyle@asmfc.org

	NEWS RELEASE

