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James J. Gilmore, Jr. Elected ASMFC Chair

Norfolk, VA — Today, member states of the Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission (Commission) thanked Douglas Grout of New
Hampshire for an effective two-year term as Chair and elected James J.
Gilmore, Jr. of New York to succeed him.

“l'am honored by the support of my colleagues from the 15 Atlantic coast
states, and grateful to Doug for shepherding the Commission through
two challenging years,” said Mr. Gilmore. “l embrace the challenges that
lie ahead and pledge to rise up to the lofty expectations set by my
predecessors — especially Doug. Environmental and political threats to
fisheries and management for the 15 sovereign coast states have never
been greater. As the Commission has always done, we must use these
obstacles as stepping stones. | will ensure the voices of our many
stakeholders — recreational, commercial, and conservation alike — are heard. The Commission must seek
ways to ensure the integrity of our management process is protected, strengthen our collaboration with
NOAA Fisheries, and continue forging alliances on Capitol Hill. With all the challenges facing the
Commission, it’s all too easy to lose sight of our Vision: Sustainably Managing Atlantic Coastal Fisheries.
Our Vision must guide the Commission through all its decisions.”

Under Mr. Grout’s chairmanship, the Commission made important strides in furthering its strategic goals.
The Commission approved new plan amendments for northern shrimp and tautog and, by the end of the
year, will likely adopt an important amendment for Atlantic menhaden and a new Cobia FMP. Commission
science staff along with state and federal scientists completed benchmark stock assessments for Atlantic
sturgeon, Atlantic croaker, spot, red drum; stock assessment updates for American eel, menhaden and river
herring; and regional stock assessments and an assessment update for tautog. All of these have provided
much needed insight into the health of these species, as well as identified the continued challenges of
assessing fish stocks given limited data and increasingly complex stock assessment models.

The Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program (ACCSP) is now fully integrated under the Commission’s umbrella.
State conduct of the Marine Recreational Information Program’s Access Point Angler Intercept Survey is well into its
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second year and is estimated to have increased the number of angler intercepts by nearly 10%. ACCSP has been
collaborating with NOAA Fisheries Greater Atlantic Regional Office on an integrated reporting system, which will
allow all related fisheries-dependent data collected from various sources, including vessel, observer, and dealer
reports, to be linked. ACCSP has also been working closely with the Mid-Atlantic Council on launching its mandatory
for-hire electronic reporting system and have begun discussions with the South Atlantic Council on its efforts to move
to for-hire electronic reporting.

The Commission’s Habitat Committee and the Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership continue to advance our
understanding of the importance of the fisheries-habitat connection and provide us and habitat managers with tools
to further habitat conservation. The Habitat Committee released the Sciaenid Fish Habitat Source Document, the
most comprehensive compilation of habitat information to date on Commission-managed and other common
sciaenid species found throughout the Western Atlantic. ACFHP completed its 5-year Conservation Strategic Plan and
2-year Conservation Action Plan which include goals, objectives, strategies, and actions to restore and enhance
Atlantic coastal, estuarine, and diadromous fish habitat through conservation, science and data, outreach and
communication, and financial initiatives. The Commission’s Law Enforcement Committee continued to coordinate
enforcement activities directed at illegal glass eel harvest and to respond to lobster industry concerns about illegal
activity in federal waters by working with our federal partners to place lobster as a high priority for federal
enforcement and joint enforcement agreement activities.

Mr. Gilmore has served as Director of the Division of Marine Resources for New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation for the past ten years. As a respected marine scientist and fisheries manager with more
than 40 years of experience in both the public and private sector, Mr. Gilmore has built a reputation as a coalition
builder and skilled negotiator. Mr. Gilmore is also an Executive Committee member of the New York Sea Grant Board
of Directors and holds an adjunct faculty position at SUNY Stony Brook, where he teaches a graduate level fisheries
management course. Most importantly, he is an avid marine angler, dividing his efforts between Long Island Sound’s
south shore and southern New Jersey. Mr. Gilmore received a Bachelor of Arts in Biology from SUNY Plattsburgh and
a Master’s in Marine Science from SUNY Stony Brook.

The Commission also elected Patrick Keliher, Commissioner of the Maine Department of Marine Resources, as its
Vice-Chair.
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