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protection of coastal fishery resources.  The Commission serves as a deliberative body of the Atlantic coastal states, coordinating 
the conservation and management of nearshore fishery resources, including marine, shell and diadromous species. 
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ASMFC & NOAA Fisheries Select Coonamessett Farm Foundation  

to Conduct Components of the At-Sea Monitoring Training Program  
 
The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, in cooperation with NOAA Fisheries’ Northeast 
Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC), has selected the Coonamessett Farm Foundation to conduct 
components of the At-Sea Monitoring (ASM) Training Program for NEFSC. Training will include identifying 
target and bycatch species in Atlantic groundfish fisheries, collecting and reporting fisheries-dependent 
data following federal guidelines, and instruction in offshore safety and survival. 
 
At-sea monitors collect data aboard commercial fishing vessels that are used to manage and monitor 
annual catch limits in the Northeast groundfish sectors. A sharp increase in the required ASM coverage 
rate (up to 100%) and observer attrition during the COVID-19 pandemic have resulted in the need for 
approximately 140 new at-sea monitors. 
 
Coonamessett Farm Foundation will take on the majority of the training with support from NEFSC. ASM 
training by the Coonamessett Farm Foundation will start this year and extend at least through 2022.  
 
To learn more about becoming an at-sea monitor, contact one of the companies that provides at-sea 
monitors to the NEFSC’s Northeast Fisheries Observer Program. A list is posted here: 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-mid-atlantic/fisheries-observers/sea-monitoring-northeast 
 
For more information on Coonamessett Farm Foundation ASM training award, please contact Tania 
Lewandowski (Tania.Lewandowski@noaa.gov), Tasha O'Hara (tohara@cfarm.org), or Quinn McWatters 
(qmcwatters@cfarm.org).  
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