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CALL TO ORDER

The Executive Committee (EC) of the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission convened
January 26, 2022 virtually via a GoToMeeting
webinar. The meeting was called to order at
8:02 a.m. by Chair Spud Woodward.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
The agenda was approved with one addition;
Near-term Staff Workload.

APPROVAL OF PROCEEDINGS
The summary minutes from the October 20,
2021 meeting were approved as presented.

PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment.

OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY DEVELOPMENT

A lengthy discussion about the role of ASMFC in
offshore wind energy along the Atlantic Coast
was held. Several members endorsed the
concept of the commission involvement for the
following purposes; including 1) improved and
timely sharing of information about processes
and procedures related to siting, leasing,
construction, and operation; 2) providing
subject matter expertise regarding the science-
based data and information used to evaluate
environmental, social, and economic impacts;
3) evaluation of how siting of infrastructure
might adversely affect fishery-independent
surveys; 4) development of consistent
approaches for mitigation and compensation;
5) advocacy for policy development and/or
modification thereof that protects state
interests and 6) evaluation of offshore wind
energy in the larger context of marine spatial
planning. Leadership and staff will develop a
draft scope of work with an associated analysis
of the capacity of ASMFC to address these tasks.
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REMAINING CARES ACT FUNDS REALLOCATION
Mr. Beal presented information on member state
responses to needs for unused CARES 1 funds. A
unanimous decision was made to make available
unspent funds to states that had further needs
with the goal of zeroing out the remaining CARES
1 balance by the deadline of June 30, 2022. The
details of the EC’s decision will be forwarded to
NOAA  Fisheries for approval prior to
implementation. The EC agreed this decision does
not set a precedent for how any unused funds
from CARES 2 will be allocated and spent.

APPEALS PROCESS

Mr. Beal presented the draft revisions to the
appeals process policy. The ensuring discussion
identified the need for further modification of the
policy to reflect concerns of some members. The
draft revised policy will be discussed at a future EC
meeting.

STAFF WORKLOAD

The near-term workload of Commission staff was
discussed. It is possible that there may need to be
public hearings on four fishery management plan
amendments/addenda between the winter and
spring meetings. This will strain the capacity of
staff especially considering that two veteran staff
members have resigned. Possible mitigating
measures include changing the timeline for some
of the FMP actions and/or having management
board actions originally scheduled for the May
2022 meeting occur at a meeting to be held in June
2022. This matter will be discussed during the
ISFMP Policy Board meeting.

ADJOURN
The Executive Committee adjourned at 9:26 a.m.
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