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Growing collaboration at the intersection of ocean 
d e ve lo p me nt & fishe rie s

Inception: 
Fo rme d  in  e a rly 20 19 a s  a  50 1(c)3 
thro ug h p a rtne rship  b e twe e n RODA 
a nd  OSW d e ve lo p e rs

We  se rve  a s  a n o b je ct ive  re so urce  
fo r a ll se cto rs  a nd  fa cilita te  the  
co o rd ina tio n o f re g io na l scie ntific  
re se a rch to  co lla b o ra t ive ly a nd  
e ffic ie ntly d e e p e n und e rsta nd ing .

SCIENTIFIC 
OBJECTIVE
COLLABORATIVE
TRANSPARENT



ROSA’s Organizational Structure



Fish & Fisheries Offshore Wind Research Database 
(FishFORWRD)



Wha t’s  in  FishFORWRD 

221 
projects

323
research 

needs
82

individual surveys 
from developer 

fisheries & benthic 
monitoring plans

139
research and 
monitoring 

projects



Research Gaps Analysis & Rankings



Organize by 
monitoring  

me thod

How to s tart  
thinking  about  a ll 

this  da ta?



Reliable Maps, Data Products, 
and Ocean Data Systems for 
Business, Government
and Research Decisions

Emily Shumchenia, 
NROC Science & Portal Director

RWSC Director



NROC MARCO RWSC ROSA working groups 
and subcommittees

Identify needs

Develop maps

Assess infrastructure

Recommend practices

Track & coordinate



NROC MARCO RWSC ROSA working groups and 
subcommittees

NROC & MARCO Committees 
and Working Groups

NROC & MARCO 
Working Groups

RWSC & ROSA
RWSC & ROSA

NROC & 
MARCO 
Working 
Groups, RWSC 
& ROSA

Identify needs

Develop maps

Assess infrastructure
Recommend practices

Track & coordinate





No  o b vio us  
re p o s ito ry  fo r

fishe rie s -re la te d  
o ce a n  

d e ve lo p me nt
d a ta  no w

Some data types have well -e s tablished opt ions  

Animal te leme t ry da ta OTN & nodes  ACT-
MATOS & FACT

ATN 

But  what  about?
● BRUV video file s
● Bot tom t rawl surveys
● eDNA
● Socia l science  da ta
● and othe r da ta  

types…

Pass ive  acous t ic  monitoring  da ta Pass ive  Acous t ic  
Data  Archive

We’re  he re  
to figure  
this  out



Acoustic 
Te leme t ry

Baited Remote  
Unde rwate r Video 

(BRUV)

Higher 
priority

Lower 
priority

eDNA

Modeling

ROV/video/stills

Ichthyoplankton 
Survey

Bottom Trawl

Dredge

Gillnet

Trap/Pot

Other Fishing Gear
drop cameras 
and habcam

Fishing Methods Group

Image Data Group

Socia l Science ROSA team to dig into 
FishFORWRD for more 



Data Governance work to date

● Acoustic Telemetry best 
practices guide

● Data Policy
● Guidance around data 

sharing in RFP, including a 
pre-award Data 
Management & Sharing 
Plan (DMSP)

ROSA RWSC

● Data  policy
● DMSP templa te  on 

dmptool.org

● Essent ia l me tadata  guidance
● Prototype  da ta  ca ta log
● Repos itory review & 

recommendat ions  

https://rwsc.org/research-data/



Acoustic Telemetry One -p a g e r

rosascience.org/acoustic-telemetry/



ROSA Data Policy
Designed to 
● he lp inform othe r polic ie s , 

cont racts , and ag reements  so tha t  
wildlife , fishe rie s , and offshore  wind 
re search can advance knowledge , 
be  used in decision -making , and 
have  wide utility to re searche rs , 
gove rnment  agencie s , and othe rs

● encourage  funde rs  to cons ide r 
adopt ing  this  language  to 
s tandardize  da ta  ava ilability of 
wildlife  and fishe rie s  offshore  wind 
re search.



Sections
● Ownership of research outputs
● Non-exclusive license to use, reproduce, copy, modify, 

transmit, distribute, perform, display
● Data Sharing

• Annual progress report
• Data Management & Sharing Plan (DMSP)
• Share data within one year of data collection and data outputs to 

repository and assign an DOI
• Publish

● Confidential Information
• No proprietary information in research outputs, opportunity for 

partners to review
• Data use agreements for accessing and using third party data in 

research

ROSA Data Policy



Highlights of a DMSP

● Roles & responsibilities 
around data

● Lists of all data, metadata, 
and data products to be 
produced/created

● Data standards used

● Data licenses and access 
restrictions

● Timeline and plan for sharing 
the data

● Plans for stewardship & 
preservation

A formal document that outlines how research 
data will be handled, stored, shared, and 
preserved throughout the lifecycle of a project. 
The plan should demonstrate the researcher’s 
commitment to good data management 
practices (e.g., FAIR: Findable, Accessible, 
Interoperable, Reusable) and ensure that data 
are available for future research . 

Adapted from draft RWSC DMSP, ROSA is using 
a Pre-Award DMSP in its RFP that can be found 
on our website

Data Management & Sharing Plan (DMSP)



Recommend
● Documentation (including metadata)
● Metadata standards and recommended repositories
● How to organize and structure datasets within a 

‘project’
● Any other specific info to be included (i.e. special 

fields, tags)
● Catalog of experimental designs used
● How to be good managers for our future selves?
● How to preserve and publish data to answer 

regional or cumulative impact questions?

Data 
Governance 

Working 
Groups



Pro p o se d  Time line

FEB
Up to 3 
work 
g roups  
formed

MAR - JUN
Work g roups  draft  
recommendat ions , 
with support  from 
Inte rt ida l & ROSA

JUL - SEP
draft s  out  for 
community 
comment , feedback 
incorpora ted

OCT
v1 mate ria ls  
re leased by 
ROSA



● Documentation (including metadata)
● Metadata  s tandards  and recommended repos itorie s
● How to organize  and s t ructure  da tase t s  within a  

‘project ’
● Any othe r specific  info to be  included (i.e . specia l 

fie lds , t ags )
● Cata log  of expe rimenta l de s igns  used
● How to be  good manage rs  for our future  se lve s
● How to pre se rve  and publish da ta  to answer 

reg ional or cumula t ive  impact  ques t ions?

We want work 
groups to 
discuss & 

recommend



Ways for ROSA to support 

Fo r s ta te  fishe ry manag e me nt p lans:
• wha t co o rd ina tio n o f me tad a ta  o r 

d a ta  s tructure s  acro ss  s ta te s  (fo r 
fishe ry-ind e p e nd e nt  d a ta )?

• ROSA can:
• le a rn fro m tho se  p ro ce sse s
• p ilo t  to o ls  tha t  yo u can use  

Site  a sse ssme nts  o r mo nito ring  d a ta  
use  to  sup p o rt  o the r fishe ry-
ind e p e nd e nt  d a ta  co lle c t io n e ffo rts



Data Governance Briefing 5/29

During the session, we will cover:
● Core  te ne ts  and  polic ie s  of our upda te d  Da ta  Gove rnanc e  s tra te gy
● How we  work to  e ns ure  our re s e a rc h outputs  a re  Findab le , Ac c e s s ib le , 

Inte rope rab le , and  Re us ab le  (FAIR)
● Progre s s  on p rac tic a l guidanc e  on da ta  s ha ring , p rivac y, and  s e c urity 

me as ure s
● Opportunitie s  for c ollabora tion and  inte gra tion with s ta te s  or your 

organiza tion’s  e xis ting  da ta  p rac tic e s

Re gis te r by May 23rd  to  c onfirm your a tte ndanc e . We  look forward  to  
your pa rtic ipa tion and  s upport to  fos te r s tronge r da ta  gove rnanc e  
prac tic e s  toge the r.

Register here



Tha nk yo u!
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