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From: Tom Lilly
To: comments@asmfc.com; James Boyle; Tina Berger
Subject: [External] Material from the menhaden board meeting May 7,2025
Date: Tuesday, April 29, 2025 2:09:21 PM
Attachments: MRC 3 page charts.pdf

Frontiers Path Cover and 12.pdf
Saltwater Sportsman Excerpt.pdf
George first.pdf

To James and Tina...Please send this out to the board in the materials this
afternoon ( or tomorrow) and if you could just send a reply mail so I know
you have it. As usual I hope things are well and thanks.... Tom Lilly    443
235 4465

to the Menhaden Board , John Clark Chairman, James Boyle menhaden
coordinator and Marty Garry Chair work group on protective options, and
every board member:

  I support any option or combination of options that would guarantee
that ALL of the menhaden migrating to Maryland in the Spring ( May-
June)get here and is then protected. ( n.1) Do Marylanders and their bay
deserve anything less? Please do not open the season for any menhaden
purse seine fishing in the bay or Atlantic until June 30th. I know of no other
option that will help Maryland other than reducing the cap to zero for May
and June and applying it to all Virginia waters. You can do that...the cap has
been tested by Omega lawyers and they lost. NOAA has decided the cap
serves a "conservation purpose" and with the ERP science in place now
there is solid science to support it. 
       Delaying opening the season or reducing the cap to zero in May and
June  may not help Maryland enough if you also allow the eight purse
seiners and bait boats to just sit outside the bay entrance and catch
everything coming in. Keep them away from the bay entrance...I know you
can devise an option to do that extending the cap into Virginia coastal
waters. They routinely fish as far as NY.  Let them fish up there in May and
June when the menhaden are migrating into the bay. They have all the gear
and refrigerated holds to do it. 
   I don't see much discussion about protecting the spawning stock of
menhaden.   Looking at the monthly factory catch ( scan one page 2) you
see the uptick in catches mid September that is thousands of schools of
menhaden headed offshore to age, winter and spawn but they are caught. 
 Also see scan one page one ...last age chart from Beaufort 2017 and
2019)  the factory catch averaged 70% age one fish that is 100,000 mt age
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one and younger fish a year that are caught before they spawn once.
Please pass an option that protects this Fall run of spawning stock and
future spawners by ending the season in the bay and mid Atlantic ( or
within 50 miles of the bay entrance) by September 15. Unless you protect
these fish on their way to the spawning grounds I don't see how all these
efforts will accomplish very much.
       Right now the striped bass YOY in Maryland is one tenth of normal, In
the article by Rob Latour and Shanna Madsen and 28 scientists (scan 2)
they state based on ERP modeling where there is enough menhaden for
striped bass there will be for ospreys as well. Thats what we need to get to.
Please take a few more minutes to read the following;
         I got into this eight years ago when the five osprey nests on and near
my property on the Wicomico River (about 10 miles from Tangier Sound and
not far to the Virginia line) were failing and because my two grandsons
loved to fish. I learned what was happening in Virginia and tried to take
action as you know. I thought the ERP science would change things but it
hasn't and now after all this time things have just gotten worse, much worse.
For the last two years only three chicks survived out of those five nests and
we watched helplessly as this unfolded. I am listening to those ospreys right
now as I try to find the words to convince you to care about our bay wildlife,
to act to benefit the millions of children and parents that want to enjoy all the
wonders of nature Chesapeake Bay should be providing but is not. (n 2)
The purse seine owners in Virginia can adjust to any changes ..that is part
of what every business does, particularly any weather dependent one such
as farming, construction and charter fishing. Are they treated differently?
See note 3 for the dollars involved.
      Our grandsons still love to fish but the fishing for striped bass is terrible.
In those years 19 of the 20 full time charter captains at the state marina in
Crisfield have quit and people are going to New Jersey to fish because New
Jersey, like New York, has protected their state waters from reduction
fishing and have seen the benefits. ( see scans 3 and 4) I am waiting to see
how the NJ and NY delegates treat Maryland in this process...
  
     See scan one, page 2, for 50% decline in menhaden coming to the bay
over last ten years. The extent of the devastation this has caused our bay
ecology and the loss of enjoyment and use of the bay for millions of children
and their parents ( note 2 Southwick data), to our charter captains our
striped bass and the hurt and sorrow caused to our ospreys , thousands of
them, as they have to select which chick lives and which ones die as they



search 15 hours a day for just one menhaden to keep the chicks alive but
don't find it.  now multiply that by hundreds of failed nests.   We have been
depressed and frustrated by the lack of action where the evidence is so
compelling. Hopefully that is about to change. Will you now delay opening
the menhaden season for all Virginia sectors until June 30th and then
protecting the forage that is in the bay by ending purse seine fishing in the
bay and the VA coast. Right now is your opportunity to restore some equity
between Maryland and Virginia as your charter Section six requires:
       (7) Fairness and Equity   ii. " Fishery resources shall be fairly and
equitably allocated among the states "
        I have asked the policy board and this board to consider a simple
question and I am asking you again. Using ten ton menhaden schools you
allow the bait and factory ships to catch 5,000 schools of menhaden in the
VA bay. About how many of these schools would have migrated into the
Maryland bay to feed our fish and wildlife. 50% ?  30%.   If 30% then you
have allowed over 3,000 ten ton schools of menhaden forage to be caught
in Virginia that would have come to Maryland , 
     Over the last 20 years the reduction fishing owners have been given
about 30 million dollars worth of bay and near bay menhaden a year.. that is
600 million dollars. And I presume the bait boat owners a good fraction of
that. Ocean Harvesters has refrigeration for those days they spend fishing
off New York. The bait boat owners can install refrigeration as well. I find it
interesting that the "dangers" of fishing in the Atlantic within ten miles of
shore  in 300 foot ships with 40 foot set boats is mentioned in your
summary. For a hundred years cod fishermen have traveled 800 miles to
fish the Grand Banks in small boats in some of the worst sea conditions in
the Atlantic. The mid Atlantic coastal area in the 8-10 mile out area they
operate is very calm by comparison and the ships can return to port very
easily. I don't really think some added expenses for some ship wealthy ship
owners should influence you decision at all.  If there are days that are too
rough in the Ocean that is part of any business that depends on the weather
from farming to construction to charter fishing why should the purse seiners
be any different. Why are they so "privileged"
         
  As we have said you can accomplish most of this by placing a zero bay
cap on for May to June and apply it to the Virginia coastal zone as well. You
can prohibit  purse seining on the Atlantic coast of Virginia in May and June
at a minimum. A zero bay cap for May and June will not help anything if all
the bait and reduction ships have to do is sit just outside the bay's entrance



and catch every school before it enters the bay.
    The present bay cap of 51,000 mt is completely useless in protecting the
bay as you know. It operates far too late in the season (last year they never
reached the cap)  Reducing the cap to even 10 or 20,000mt will not prevent
the factory from catching every school migrating into the bay during May
and June which is the critical period for our wildlife. Reducing the cap to
zero for the bay or even zero for May and June would be a step in the right
direction.
     Thank you for taking the time to read this...we are hopeful you will make
the right decision to protect the Maryland part of Chesapeake bay.   Tom
Lilly Whitehaven, Md

note 1.Please read above on the ASMFC Charter requirement for equity in
allocation between states. How equitable is Virginia 78.66% and Maryland
1.89% and Maryland menhaden watermen could not even catch that
.....surrendering a million lbs back to Virginia each year. It wasn't there to
catch....Russell Dize told you there were "no menhaden" in Maryland last
Summer.

note 2. At scan 1 page 3 are the brutal facts from Southwick about what has
happened. ending in our last data from 2009 to 2016 a million striped bass
trips were lost a year., the Lovell NOAA surveys show children are on about
8-10 % of trips so in that time period Virginia's kids missed out on one
million seven hundred thousand fun filled fishing trips with parent and
grandparents and those wonderful moments have been lost forever and it
was all completely avoidable by this board. 

note 3. According to NOAA survey of the value of fish landed at US ports
the catch at Reedville is $34 million dollars a year. So, roughly speaking,
since  Canadian Glen Cooke bought Omega Protein in 2017 he has been
given well over 200 million dollars worth of our natural resources with all the
profits exported to Canada and yet they never thank the people of
Chesapeake bay for this or apologize for the damage they do, they just use
their lobbyists, their lawyers and their political connections  in Virginia to
block even the most reasonable restrictions and prevent science from
developing. The two owners of the bait boats have benefited in the same
way and at least one reacted the same way when the Chesapeake Legal
Alliance/ SMRFO Petition for relief was shot down again at the MRC last
week. 





















From:  Joan Millward, President  
Virginia Ospry Foundation 
405 Livingstone St. 
Colonial Beach, VA  22443 
 
April 29, 2025 
 
To:  Members of the Atlantic Menhaden Work Group 
 
Colonial Beach hosts fifty plus Osprey nesting sites in 2.6 square miles.  My husband and I have 
closely monitored these nests since 2023 but have been observing them since 2017 when we 
moved here.  In 2023 we were made aware of the problems the Osprey were experiencing in 
Mobjack Bay.  In 2023 the Osprey in Colonial Beach were doing well as always.  We fledged 
fifty-five chicks.  Two nests fledged three chicks, seventeen nests fledged two chicks, and the 
fifteen fledged one chick.  We thought, because of our location, our Ospreys were immune to 
the devastation of those in the Bay.   
 
In early 2024 it appeared that we were still doing well.  Everything seemed normal.  In June we 
banded 25 chicks.  At that time, the chicks appeared healthy and well fed.  By mid-August 2024, 
a disturbing trend emerged.  Only twenty-three chicks appeared to have reached fledgling size 
and eight more smaller chicks remained in nests.  In the following weeks, seventeen downed 
chicks were transported to rehabilitators, and eight dead chicks were identified.  Four of the 
dead chicks were necropsied by Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources and it was 
established that their deaths were caused by starvation.  (see attached in email)   
 
Colonial Beach has an Osprey nest cam.  The nest we selected for this cam had been successful 
for at least twenty years.  As we observed this nest through the cam, we witnessed three chicks 
hatch.  The last one to hatch died within two days.  We then watched as sibling rivalry occurred 
between the remaining two chicks.  Sibling rivalry occurs when there is a shortage of food. 
(Poole, Ospreys A Natural and Unnatural History, 1989) On July 18 the second chick died at 
twenty-five days old.  At forty-four days old on August 3rd, the female disappears.  On August 7, 
DWR removed the chick from its nest and delivered it to a rehabilitator.  On August 8, the chick 
died. 
 
Colonial Beach was not the only area experiencing a disastrous season.  Nassawaddox Creek, 
Occahannock Creek, and Pungoteague Creek, they too experienced numbers below what is 
believed to be required for population maintenance.   
 
My recommendation would be to only allow purse seine fishing three miles off the coast of 
Virginia as every other state affected by Atlantic Menhaden on the east coast does.  It is 
imperative for the health of our ecosystem, for the Bay, for all of our Virginia waters.  Please do 
the right thing. 
 
Joanie Millward 
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