Consideration of Yellow Eel
Commercial Allocation

American Eel Management Board
May 3, 2016

Vision: Sustainably Managing Atlantic Coastal Fisheries



Background

e Addendum IV implemented a coast wide cap
of 907,671 pounds for the yellow eel
commercial fishery starting in 2015.

* Two management triggers:
1. If quota is exceeded by more than 10% in a
given year (998,438 pounds)
2. If the quota is exceeded by any amount for
two consecutive years

e Triggering results in automatic state-by-state
quotas
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~ Background

e Coastwide cap of 907,669 |bs

e Addendum IV Comm Yellow Eel Allocation:

e Average landings from 2011 - 2013

A minimum quota fixed at 2,000 lbs

e Quota can not exceed 2,000 |bs above 2010
landings

* Min quota must be within 15% of 2010
landings

e 13,762 pounds leftover divided equally to
states negatively impacted D



New York Proposal

* Incomplete landings in NY during allocation years

* NY and other states now have several years of
more accurate landings data

e ASMFC operating principle to use the most
accurate data for management

 Add IV does not have a allocation revisit
provision

 NY submitted a proposal for discussion
— (1) current reconsideration of the commercial yellow eel

state-by-state allocation
— (2) consideration of a revisiting timeframe moving for(ward.



Reconsidering Add IV Allocation {8

 Option A: Status quo from Addendum IV

e Option B: Allocation based on the most
recent three years of data (i.e., 2013-2015).

e Option C: Allocation based on the most
recent five years of data (i.e., 2011-2015).

e Option D: Allocation based on the most
recent five years as a partial percentage and
some historical landings timeframe as a
partial percentage.
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Allocation Revisit Timeframe

 Option A: Status quo, no revisiting
timeframe specified.

* Option B: Revisit allocation every three
years.

e Option C: Revisit allocation every five years.



New York’s Recommendation

Recommendation:

e Circulate proposal to the ASMFC American
Eel Board for review and discussion

 |nitiation of an Addendum at the May 2016
Board meeting
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