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➢ Restore the Paulins Kill 
Watershed

➢ Advance Aquatic 
Connectivity Projects in 
the Pequest Watershed

➢ Build Statewide 
Capacity for Dam 
removals

Freshwater Goals by 2030





Columbia Dam Removal 



April 2019
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June 2018



June 2018



Climate Change Resiliency

Dam removals restore damaged and overdeveloped floodplains so they can better store floodwaters, 
provide high-quality wildlife habitat and reduce the flood risk to nearby communities.



Columbia Dam Removal: Restoration & Monitoring 

Indicators of Water 
Quality:

- Biological

- Fish

- Macroinvertebrates

- Mussels

- Water temperature 

- Dissolved oxygen

- Sediment/turbidity 



Columbia Dam Removal: Restoration & Monitoring 



County Line Dam Removal 
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County Line Dam Removal



County Line Dam Removal 



Paulina Dam Removal  



The Paulina Dam is a 13 ft high and 207 ft long timber crib, rock-filled dam originally 

constructed in 1895. It is classified as a Class II, Significant Hazard Dam, due to its 

proximity to the town of Blairstown. 



Pequest River Restoration 





Lower E.R. Collins Upper E.R. Collins Dam 



No Name Dam Removal 

`



Cedar Grove Dam Removal 



What is a 
Dam?

In NJ, a “dam" means any artificial dike, levee or 
other barrier, together with appurtenant works, 
which is constructed for the purpose of 
impounding water…that raises the water level 
five feet or more above the usual, mean, low 
water height.





US Forest Service - Legacy Roads & Trails - for removal of non-hydropower federal 

dams- $10 million

DAM REMOVAL – TOTAL $800 MILLION 

NOAA - Community Based Restoration Grant Program - $400 million 

US Fish & Wildlife Service - National Fish Passage Program - $200 million 

FEMA – High Hazard Dams Program - $75 million 

US Army Corps of Engineers - Section 206 Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Program -

$115 million 

Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) 



The New Jersey Statewide Dam Removal Partnership (SDRP)

The SDRP is a collaboration of nonprofits and government 
agencies that seeks to advance the removal of antiquated, 
dangerous or ecologically detrimental dams. 

- We meet quarterly to discuss beneficial dam removal projects and 

to exchange information regarding policy, regulatory issues, 

funding and the practical considerations of dam removal.

- The SDRP also provides information to the public about how dams 

and dam removal may affect their communities and their lives.



The SDRP provides information 
to the public about how dams 
and dam removal may affect 
their communities and their 
lives.





Warren Mill Dam 



Cole’s Mill Yes South Branch

Rockafellows ?

South Branch

Nunn's Mill Yes South Branch

Califon Dam 

X
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Island Weir 

X
Raritan

Headgates

X
Raritan

Mill Street Dam 
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Questions?

Beth Styler Barry
Director of River Restoration 
The Nature Conservancy
New Jersey Chapter
Beth.stylerbarry@tnc.org

Michelle DiBlasio 
Watershed Restoration Coordinator 
The Nature Conservancy
New Jersey Chapter
Michelle.diblasio@tnc.org
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