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- In a recent study conducted by the University of

- Maryland and the Alliance for Chesapeake Bay,
Chesapeake Bay area residents identified farming as

- one of the least serious pollution problems facing the
f\Bay,whenitls in fact, one of the most serious. This

- concern for the health of Chesapeake Bay. On the
" contrary, the survey found strong support for cleaning
'up the bay from local residents as well as those living
as far as 100 miles away. Survey respondents cited

. protecting aquatic life as the most important reason for

cleaning up the Chesapeake - ahead of eating seafood

and swimming.

- This survey has identified some extremely
| important information for those of us concerned about
: rotecting coastal fish habitat. First of all, people care
',ﬁtpmwctmg our marine resources. However, these

same people seem to be unaware of the role they play
A marme resource health. Based on survey responses,
“hesapeake residents don’t understand the extremely
ative impact that the cumulative actions of
individuals have on the bay ecosystem. Respondents
were also unaware that the water quality of Chesapeake
Bay has improved over the last ten years; while they
felt that state governments were not putting enough

misconception, however, was not based on a lack of -

V

Chesapeaké Residents Unaware of
Bay Pollutant Sources

| Nutrieht enrichment from farm- and home-based fertilizers elude sui'vey
respondents as key sources of Chesapeake Bay Pollution

effort into bay restoration.

The second important take home message from
this survey is that we, as educators, are not getting the
word. out that water quality in a degraded marine

-ecosystem can be improved, and that the cumulative

impacts of individuals can be extremely harmful to
marine environments. Since people already care about
these resources,

perhaps they would The cumulative im-
be more likely to take | Pacts of individuals
actions that minimize | ¢an be extremely
their impacts if they harmful to marine
were aware of the | environments.

effects of their
actions, and had the knowledge that restormg these
resources is not a hopeless task.

To learn about some simple things you can do

- to reduce water pollution, get a free copy of Baybook:

A Guide to Reducing Water Pollution at Home by
calling 1-800-662-CRIS or write Chesapeake Regional
Information Service (CRIS), P.O. Box 1982,
Richmond, VA, 23216. Please Note: even though this
information is focused on the Chesapeake region, most
principles apply coastwise.

ASMEC, 1776 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Suits 689, Waskington, DC 20036 (102) 4528708




KILLERS FROMW THE

QOQZY:

~Nutrient Rich Polluted Effluent Implicatéd in Fish-Killing Algae Attacks

Its hard to imagine. A species of
phytoplankton which can lay dormant at the bottom of
an estuary for years, changes itself into a toxic, self-
propelled cell and releases poison to temporanly stun
or kill a fish. It then transforms itself into a hungry
amoeba and dines on the carcass. We didn't know any
organism existed that could do that.

But according to Dr. JoAnn Burkholder of
North Carolina State University, these organisms do
exist, and have probably been around for millions of
years. Recentsurveys have documented their presence
in Atlantic coast estuaries from Delaware to Florida.

Dr. Burkholder reasons that environmental
conditions are shifting increasingly in favor of this
*Killer Algae" explaining recent fish killing episodes
in the Pamlico River, North Carolina. Her studies

show that reproduction is heigltened in the presence -

of phosphate, a nutrient found in commonly used
fertilizers, sewage, and some industrial waste.

The Pamlico River is 4 to 5 times higher in
phosphate than other estuaries because of polluted

effluent from a phosphate mining operation. Field
studies in New River, North Carolina seem to show
that organism concentrations are highest around
sewage outfall pipes, areas also high in phesphate.

"My prediction," says Dr. Burkholder, " is that
we're going to see a definite increase in harmful algae
blooms unless some serious pollution prevention
measures are taken.

Jobs: The Value of
Wetlands to America’s
Fisheries

: A report recently released by the
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission,
Southeastern Fisherics Association, East Coast
Fisherics Federation, Clean Water Network, and
other fishery and envirommental organizations
" documents the critical role of wetlands as the
cradle of the nation’s $111 billion fishing
- industry. The report was prepared as part of a

campaign to preserve and protect wetlands,

fisheries, and the livelihood of the people who
depend upon these resources.

The author of the report, William Kier,
stated "This report makes clear that the future of
our nation’s most valuable fisheries, including
salmon, crab, shrimp, striped bass, lobster, and
others, depends on protecting healthy abundant
wetiands. Roughly half of our nation’s wetlands

have already been destroyed, and we can't affort

to lose any more.”

For a free copy of the 24 page, casy to
read, report call or write Dianne Stephan, Habitat
Coordinator, ASMFC, 1776 Massachusetis Ave.,
#600, NW, Washington, DC, 20036; Phone (202)
452-8700.

The U.S. Eaviroamental Protection Agency
(EPA) is proposing a rule that will prohibit the
manufacture or sale of ajf lem or zinc contsining
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be ingested by and poison wildiife. Baning their use
and manufacture will aiso reduce the heaith threat tc the
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Coopertthie Program Unites Forces to Improve the Peconic Bays

Save the Peconic Bays'
. new HabitatRestorationProgram
was _ officially unveiled' at a
reception June 25 in Cutchogue,
New: York. The program is a
cooperative cffort - hetween
commercial and sport fishermen,
environmental and marine
science organizations, - citizens,
businessesand local governments

o restore the Peconic Bays,

. which have suffered dramatic

. -declines in fishery "resdtirces
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The program includes
projects for restoring degraded or
destroyed wetlands, planning
environmentally friendly Golf
Cotrses, developing native
plantings, improving fish habitat,
and educating the public. The
Fishermen Involved in Saving

“Habitat Education Program of

the ASMFC has participated by
working - with local fishing
groups to prepare and distribute
educstional information to local
fishermen.

The cooperative Bay
Habitat Restoration Program,
along with the continued
valuable work of Save the
Peconic Bays and recent
involvement of the National
Estuary Program, promises to
soon deliver - improved water
quality and fish habitat for
castern Long Island. For further
information on the program,

contact Gayle Marriner-Smith,

Save the Peconic Bays, Inc., 1035
Hobart Road, Saithold, NY, 11971
Phone/FAX (516) 765-1766.

Clean
Water Act

Reauthorization

The shifting sands of Congress
seem to have lowered the priority of
reauthorizing the Clean Water Act this
year, but then again maybe not. It is still
important to let your representatives in
Washington know what you want to see in
an updated Clean Water Act. °

In the Senate, Senators Kerry
(MA) and Jeffords (VT) worked hard to
seek improvements to and postpone a vote
on S. 2093, Further action will probably not
occur before the House of Representatives
votes on it's bill, HR, 3948,

In the House, HR. 3948 has not
even been formally reviewed and
commented on in Committee 'yet. Many
members of the Clean Water Network
oppose this bill because it weakens current
Iaw. Two days of hearings on the bill were
held in late May, which included testimony
from Ralph Pastore of the United
Fishermen's Association of New York (geod
work, Ralph!). However, there is no promise
the bill will be strengthened since
Representatives Schuster (PA) and Hayes
(LA) have led a big effort to gut the bill
even further.

Representative Mineta, Chairman
of the Public Works Commitiee, has stated
he wants to pass the bill out of committee
this session. The Clean Water Network
reports that it is concerned that he would
have to weaken HR. 3948 even further in
order to do this. Representatives on the
Public Works Committee need to continte to
hear from people back home about what
they want in the Clean Water Act.

Adantic Coast Representatives on
the House Public Works Committee are:
Mac Collins, Nathan Deal (GA), Peter Blute
(MA) Wayne Gilchrest (MD); Tim
Valentine (NC);, Dick Swett, Bill Zeliff
(NH); Bob Franks, Robert Menendez (NJ);
Sherwood Boehlert, David Levy, Lucien
Blackwell, Robert Borski, Susan Molinari,
Jerrold Nadler, William Clinger, Bud
Schuster (PA); Jack Quinn (NY), James
Clyburn (SC); Leslie Byrne (VA).

~ If you see your representative on
this list, write to him/her at:

Representative -
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC, 20515




Ablantic Staves Marine Fisheries Commission
776 Massachusetts Ave. M. Suite 500
Washington. DC 200356




