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Atlantic Striped Bass Board Approves Draft Addendum Il for Public Comment
to Consider Measures to Reduce Fishing Mortality in 2024

Beaufort, NC — The Commission’s Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board approved for public comment Draft
Addendum Il to Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan (FMP) for Atlantic Striped Bass. The
Draft Addendum considers management measures designed to support stock rebuilding by reducing fishing
mortality to the target in 2024.

The Board initiated the Draft Addendum in response to the low probability of meeting the 2029 stock rebuilding
deadline if the unexpectedly high 2022 fishing mortality rate continues. The Draft Addendum builds upon the 2023
emergency action by considering management measures intended to reduce fishing mortality to the target level in
2024. Projections indicate that a 14.5% reduction in total removals relative to 2022 is needed to have a 50%
chance of being at or below the fishing mortality target in 2024. For the recreational fishery, the Draft Addendum
proposes recreational bag and size limit options for the ocean and Chesapeake Bay regions, including options with
different limits for the for-hire modes. To address concerns about recreational filleting allowances and compliance
with recreational size limits, the Draft Addendum includes an option that would establish minimum requirements
for states that authorize at-sea/shore-side filleting of striped bass (e.g., racks must be retained). For the
commercial fishery, the Draft Addendum proposes a quota reduction option that would reduce commercial quotas
by up to 14.5%, with the final percent reduction to be determined by the Board.

For measures beyond 2024, the Board will consider the results of the upcoming 2024 stock assessment update to
inform subsequent management action. To enable an expedited management response to the 2024 stock
assessment update, the Draft Addendum proposes an option that would enable the Board to respond to the
results of the stock assessment updates more quickly, via Board action, if the stock is not projected to rebuild by
2029.

The Draft Addendum will be posted to the website no later than October 31 at https://asmfc.org/about-
us/public-input. A subsequent press release will provide the details on the public hearing schedule and how to
submit written comments. The Board will meet to review submitted comments and consider final action on the
addendum in January 2024 at the Commission’s Winter Meeting in Arlington, VA. For more information, please
contact Emilie Franke, Fishery Management Plan Coordinator, at efranke@asmfc.org or 703.842.0740.
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The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission was formed by the 15 Atlantic coastal states in 1942 for the promotion and
protection of coastal fishery resources. The Commission serves as a deliberative body of the Atlantic coastal states, coordinating
the conservation and management of nearshore fishery resources, including marine, shell and diadromous species.
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