
The meeting will be held at The Westin Crystal City (1800 Richmond Highway, Arlington, VA; 703.486.1111)  
and via webinar; click here for details. 

 
Sustainable and Cooperative Management of Atlantic Coastal Fisheries 

 

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
 
 

Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board 
 

January 24, 2024 
1:15 – 4:45 p.m. 
Hybrid Meeting 

 
Draft Agenda 

 
The times listed are approximate; the order in which these items will be taken is 

subject to change; other items may be added as necessary.  
 
 

1. Welcome/Call to Order (M. Ware)  1:15 p.m. 
 

2. Board Consent  1:15 p.m. 
• Approval of Agenda 
• Approval of Proceedings from October 2023  
 

3. Public Comment  1:20 p.m. 
 

4. Consider Draft Addendum II for Final Approval Final Action 1:30 p.m. 
• Review Options and Public Comment Summary (E. Franke) 
• Advisory Panel Report (E. Franke) 
• Law Enforcement Committee Report (J. Mercer) 
• Consider Final Approval of Addendum II 

 
5. New Jersey Alternative Management Proposal Final Action 4:20 p.m. 

• Review of New Jersey Proposal (J. Cimino) 
• Plan Review Team Report (E. Franke) 
• Consider Approval of New Jersey’s Conservation Equivalency Proposal  
 

6. Review and Populate Advisory Panel Membership (T. Berger) Action 4:40 p.m. 
 
7. Other Business/Adjourn  4:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

https://www.asmfc.org/home/2024-winter-meeting
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MEETING OVERVIEW 
 

Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board 
January 24, 2024 
1:15 – 4:45 p.m. 

Hybrid 
 

Chair: Megan Ware (ME) 
Assumed Chairmanship: 01/24 

Technical Committee Chair:   
Nicole Lengyel Costa (RI) 

Law Enforcement Committee 
Rep: Sgt. Jeff Mercer (RI) 

Vice Chair: 
Vacant 

Advisory Panel Chair: 
Louis Bassano (NJ) 

Previous Board Meeting: 
October 18, 2023 

Voting Members: 
ME, NH, MA, RI, CT, NY, NJ, PA, DE, MD, DC, PRFC, VA, NC, NMFS, USFWS (16 votes) 

 
2. Board Consent 

• Approval of Agenda 
• Approval of Proceedings from October 2023 

 
3. Public Comment – At the beginning of the meeting, public comment will be taken on items 
not on the agenda. Individuals that wish to speak at this time must sign-in at the beginning of 
the meeting. For agenda items that have already gone out for public hearing and/or have had a 
public comment period that has closed, the Board Chair may determine that additional public 
comment will not provide additional information. In this circumstance, the Chair will not allow 
additional public comment on an issue. For agenda items that the public has not had a chance 
to provide input, the Board Chair may allow limited opportunity for comment. The Board Chair 
has the discretion to limit the number of speakers and/or the length of each comment. 
 

4. Draft Addendum II (1:30-4:20 p.m.)  Final Action    
Background 
• Draft Addendum II proposes options for recreational and commercial measures to reduce 

fishing mortality to the target. The draft addendum also proposes options for minimum 
requirements for recreational filleting, and proposes options for how the Board could 
respond to future stock assessments during the rebuilding period. (Briefing Materials) 

• Public comment was gathered in November and December through public hearings (Briefing 
Materials) and written comments (Supplemental Materials).  

• The Advisory Panel reviewed the draft addendum on January 11 (Supplemental Materials). 
• The Law Enforcement Committee reviewed the draft addendum on January 3 (Supplemental 

Materials).  

Presentations 
• Overview of options and public comment summary by E. Franke. 
• Advisory Panel report by E. Franke; Law Enforcement Committee report by J. Mercer.  

Board actions for consideration at this meeting 
• Select management options and implementation dates. 
• Approve final document. 



Sustainable and Cooperative Management of Atlantic Coastal Fisheries 

5. New Jersey Alternative Management Proposal (4:20-4:40 p.m.)  Final Action    
Background 
• New Jersey submitted a conservation equivalency proposal for the New Jersey Striped Bass 

Bonus Program (SBBP) for Draft Addendum II (Briefing Materials). 
• New Jersey submitted the proposal before final approval of Draft Addendum II in order to 

allow sufficient time for Board review, and to allow sufficient time for implementation 
before the SBBP spring start date. 

• The Plan Review Team reviewed the proposal in December and early January (Supplemental 
Materials).   

Presentations 
• Review of New Jersey proposal by J. Cimino. 
• Plan Review Team Report by E. Franke.  

Board actions for consideration at this meeting 
• Consider approval of New Jersey’s Conservation Equivalency Proposal 

 
6. Advisory Panel Committee Membership (4:40-4:45 p.m.)  Action    
Background 
• Capt. Julie Evans from NY and Toby Lapinski from CT have been nominated to the Atlantic 

Striped Bass Advisory Panel (Briefing Materials). 
Presentations 
• Nominations by T. Berger.  

Board actions for consideration at this meeting 
• Approve Advisory Panel nominations. 

 
7. Other Business/Adjourn (4:45 p.m.) 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

M24-11 

Sustainable and Cooperative Management of Atlantic Coastal Fisheries 

TO: Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board 
 
FROM: Emilie Franke, FMP Coordinator 
 
DATE: January 16, 2024  
 
SUBJECT: Public Comment Summary for Draft Addendum II 
 
The following is an overview of all comments received by ASMFC on Draft Addendum II to 
Amendment 7 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan as of December 22, 2023 
(closing deadline).  
 
A total of 2,832 written comments were received on Draft Addendum II from individual 
comments, organizations, and form letters. A total of 47 organizations submitted written 
comments. A total of 1,723 comments were received through thirteen form letters1. The 
remainder of comments (1,062) came from individual comments including from private anglers, 
charter captains, commercial fishermen, and concerned citizens. 
 
Fifteen public hearings were held for thirteen jurisdictions from November 15, 2023 through 
December 19, 2023. Nine hearings were conducted in-person only: Massachusetts (2), 
Connecticut (2), New York (2), New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia. Four hearings were conducted in 
a hybrid format with attendees participating in-person and via webinar: Maine, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Delaware. Two hearings were conducted via webinar only: New 
Jersey/Pennsylvania, Potomac River Fisheries Commission/District of Columbia. Polls or a show-
of-hands vote were used at some hearings at the discretion of the hearing officer. 
 
Across all hearings, public attendance was 693 people (includes double counting of those who 
attended multiple hearings).  
 
The following pages include tables summarizing how many comments were received and how 
many comments were in support of each option proposed in Draft Addendum II. There is also a 
list of other topics commonly raised in the comments. The summary tables are followed by the 
letters and emails sent by organizations, form letters with total submission counts, and 
individual comment letters and emails. The state-by-state public hearing summaries and 
attendee lists were provided as a separate attachment in the 2024 Winter Striped Bass Board 
main meeting materials. 
 

 
1 Form letters (3 or more of the same comment) include comments stating support for an organization’s 
comments; however, if the commenter provided additional comments/rationale related to management beyond 
the organization’s or letter’s comments, then it was considered an individual comment. 

http://www.asmfc.org/
http://asmfc.org/files/2024WinterMeeting/AtlStripedBassBoard_January2024.pdf
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Total Comments Received and Hearing Attendees 
Number of written comments received by individuals, form letters, and organizations, and 

number of people who attended each public hearing. 
 

Written Public Comments Received 
Individual Comments 1,062 

Form Letters 1,723 
Organizations 47 

TOTAL 2,832 
Public Hearings 

State Public Attendance* 
Maine 60 

New Hampshire 48 
Massachusetts-Buzzards Bay 74 
Massachusetts-Gloucester 54 

Rhode Island 48 
Connecticut-Old Lyme 24 
Connecticut-Milford 17 
New York-Kings Park 41 
New York-New Paltz 17 

New Jersey-Manahawkin 49 
New Jersey/Pennsylvania 103 

Delaware 16 
Maryland 110 
PRFC/DC 13 
Virginia 19 
TOTAL 693* 

 
^ 13 different form letters received. 
 

*Some people attended multiple hearings. Public attendees do not include state staff, ASMFC 
staff, or Commissioners/Proxies.  
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Section 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options  
Number of written and public hearing comments in support of each option.  

 
Note: 12 additional comments indicated support for either ‘all mode’ option B or D;  

5 additional comments indicated support for either ‘mode split’ option C or E. 
 

1 fish bag limit 
for all options 

Option A. 
SQ 28-<35 

Option B. 
28-31 
all modes 

Option C. 
28-31 PS/S 
28-33 FH 

Option D. 
30-33 
all modes 

Option E. 
30-33 P/S 
28-33 FH 

Individual 14 459 78 1 2 
Form Letter  1,618 24   
Organization  35 3   
Written Total 14 2,112 105 1 2 
ME 

 
29 1   

NH  48    
MA-Buzzards Bay  5 7   
MA-Gloucester  25 6   
RI  10 5   
CT-Old Lyme  2 11   
CT-Milford  7 4   
NY-Kings Park  5 8   
NY-New Paltz      
NJ-Manahawkin 4 6 2   
NJ/PA 14 24 9 6  
DE  1    
MD  7    
PRFC/DC  3    
VA  5    
Hearing Total 18 177 53 6 0 

 

The vast majority of commenters favored ocean Option B (28-31” all modes). Commenters 
noted this option is the most conservative option with the highest estimated reduction, which is 
needed to support stock rebuilding. This option would best protect the 2015-year class, 
particularly considering recent low recruitment and the lack of upcoming strong year classes. 
Most commenters noted specific, strong opposition to any mode split options. They noted the 
entire recreational sector should have the same regulations and participate equally in 
rebuilding the stock. They also noted that all recreational anglers should have the same fishing 
opportunity. Some comments expressed concern that even the most conservative options 
would have a less than 50% chance of rebuilding the stock. 
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The second most-supported ocean option was Option C (28-31” private/shore; 28-33” for-hire). 
Support for this option was primarily from the for-hire industry. Comments noted the for-hire 
sector is a very small percent of ocean recreational removals, and for-hire did not see the same 
level of harvest increase in 2022 as private vessels/shore anglers. Comments highlighted that 
allowing the wider slot has a negligible impact (0.1%) on the estimated reduction. Stakeholders 
noted the current narrow 28-31” slot has had negative economic impacts on for-hire businesses 
with fewer bookings this year, as customers do not feel the trip is worth it with such a narrow 
slot. Comments noted a wider slot would attract customers and would support anglers who 
value bringing fish home for food. Comments also noted a wider slot would decrease release 
mortality, and that many dead fish in water have been observed this year with the narrow slot.  
 

 
Section 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options  

Number of written and public hearing comments in support of each option.  
 

Note: 14 additional comments indicated support for any ‘all mode’ option B1-B4. 
  

Option 
A. SQ 
18” min 
1 fish  

Option 
B1. 
19-23 
1 fish 
all modes 

Option 
B2. 
19-24  
1 fish  
all modes 

Support 
Either 
Option 
B1 or B2  
All modes 

Option 
B3. 
19-25 
1 fish  
all modes 

Option 
B4. 
19-26  
1 fish  
all modes 

Option  
C1.  
19-23 
1 fish P/S 
2 fish FH 

Option 
C2.  
19-24 
1 fish P/S 
2 fish FH 

Individual 4 433 36 17 9 30 1 28 
Form Letter  266  1,332     
Organization  20 2 6  1  3 
Written Total 4 719 38 1,355 9 31 1 31 
ME 

 
29 1      

NH  48       
MA-Buzzards Bay  2 1      
MA-Gloucester  1 20    5  
RI  7       
CT-Old Lyme  1       
CT-Milford  5       
NY-Kings Park  5       
NY-New Paltz         
NJ-Manahawkin  3     1  
NJ/PA 4 32 1  2 6 4 5 
DE  1       
MD   1 6  3  7 
PRFC/DC  3       
VA  5 1    1  
Hearing Total 4 142 25 6 2 9 11 12 
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The majority of comments noted support for Chesapeake Bay Option B1 (19-23” 1 fish all 
modes) and Option B2 (19-24” 1 fish all modes), noting either option is estimated to meet the 
14.5% reduction. Most other comments supported Option B1 specifically, noting this is the 
most conservative option with the highest estimated reduction to support stock rebuilding. 
Comments also noted the need to protect the 2018-year class. Many comments noted specific 
opposition to mode split options, noting the entire recreational sector should have the same 
regulations, should contribute to rebuilding, and should have the same fishing opportunity. 
Many comments also noted the need for conservative Bay regulations considering recent poor 
recruitment in the Bay.   
 
Those in favor of Chesapeake Bay Option B4 (19-26” 1 fish all modes) noted that a wider slot 
would have the lowest release mortality. 
 
Those in favor of Chesapeake Bay Option C2 (19-24” 1 fish private/shore; 2 fish for-hire) noted 
that charter businesses in the Bay could not survive with a 1-fish bag limit, and that for-hire 
trips have already decreased. Maryland stakeholders noted that Maryland charter vessels 
participate in the state’s electronic reporting program and provide detailed information on trips 
and catch.  
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Section 3.1.3 For-Hire Clarification Options 
Number of written and public hearing comments in support of each option.  

 
Note: Most comments supporting Option B noted opposition to mode splits overall; they 

commented on this option in case a mode split is implemented. 
  

Option A.SQ 
No For-Hire 
clarification 

Option B.  
Add For-Hire 
clarification 

Individual 23 137 
Form Letter 12  
Organization 7 16 
Written Total 42 153 
ME 1 29 
NH  48 
MA-Buzzards Bay 6 3 
MA-Gloucester 1 3 
RI 4 4 
CT-Old Lyme   
CT-Milford   
NY-Kings Park 2 1 
NY-New Paltz   
NJ-Manahawkin  3 
NJ/PA   
DE   
MD   
PRFC/DC  3 
VA   
Hearing Total 14 94 

 
The majority of comments support Option B (add clarification that for-hire measures apply to 
patrons only). Most comments supporting Option B noted opposition to mode splits overall, but 
they commented on this option in the event a mode split is implemented. 
 
Those who support Option A (no for-hire clarification) noted that the measure would be 
unenforceable.  
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Section 3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Options 
Number of written and public hearing comments in support of each option.  

  
Option A.SQ 
No filleting 
requirements 

Option B.  
Add minimum 
filleting 
requirements 

Individual 38 208 
Form Letter 27 234 
Organization 6 18 
Written Total 71 460 
ME 

 
29 

NH  48 
MA-Buzzards Bay 7 2 
MA-Gloucester 2 2 
RI 4 5 
CT-Old Lyme 6  
CT-Milford  1 
NY-Kings Park 3 1 
NY-New Paltz   
NJ-Manahawkin  3 
NJ/PA   
DE   
MD   
PRFC/DC  3 
VA  1 
Hearing Total 22 95 

 
The majority of comments support Option B (minimum filleting requirements) noting the need 
to support enforcement of the slot limit. 
 
Those who support Option A (no fillet requirements) noted the filleting requirements would 
delay the turnaround time between charter trips. Charter vessels need to transition as quickly 
as possible between trips. Commenters noted questions and concerns about where racks would 
be disposed of, and noted that state/local rules would limit where racks could be disposed of. 
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Section 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Options 

Number of written and public hearing comments in support of each option.  
  

Option A. 
Status Quo 
quotas 

Option B.  
Up to 14.5% 
quota reduction 

Individual 33 420 
Form Letter 74 1,625 
Organization 5 31 
Written Total 112 2,076 
ME 

 
30 

NH  48 
MA-Buzzards Bay 3 3 
MA-Gloucester 8 5 
RI  6 
CT-Old Lyme   
CT-Milford  3 
NY-Kings Park  4 
NY-New Paltz   
NJ-Manahawkin  4 
NJ/PA 5 55 
DE 6 1 
MD 9 8 
PRFC/DC  3 
VA 15 3 
Hearing Total 46 173 

 
The majority of comments support Option B (up to 14.5% quota reduction), with most 
comments supporting the full 14.5% quota reduction for both the ocean and Chesapeake Bay 
commercial fisheries. Comments noted that all sectors should take an equal reduction to 
rebuild the stock. Some comments noted the reduction should be taken from landings, not 
from the quota. 
 
Those in favor of Option A (status quo commercial quotas), primarily the commercial industry, 
noted the commercial sector should not be penalized for the increase in recreational harvest. 
Commercial harvest in 2022 did not increase like recreational harvest did, and the commercial 
sector is a very small portion of the total striped bass fishery with relatively stable landings in 
recent years. Comments noted that unlike the recreational sector, the commercial sector is 
heavily monitored with accountability through tagging and quota paybacks. Comments noted 
there have been multiple quota reductions the past several years, and additional reductions 
would be detrimental to the industry with negative economic impacts.  
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Section 3.3 Stock Assessment Response Options 

Number of written and public hearing comments in support of each option.  
  

Option A. SQ 
Addendum/ 
Amendment 
process 

Option B.  
Board action 
process (vote at 
meeting) 

Individual 21 359 
Form Letter 15 1,591 
Organization 9 24 
Written Total 45 1,974 
ME 

 
29 

NH  48 
MA-Buzzards Bay 2 3 
MA-Gloucester 5 45 
RI 1 6 
CT-Old Lyme 1 1 
CT-Milford  2 
NY-Kings Park 2 4 
NY-New Paltz   
NJ-Manahawkin 3 1 
NJ/PA 29 32 
DE 1 1 
MD 1  
PRFC/DC  3 
VA  1 
Hearing Total 45 176 

 
The majority of comments support Option B (Board action process) noting the need for quick, 
decisive action by the Board following stock assessments to rebuild the stock and quickly 
implement new measures. Some commenters noted that while they support a fast process, 
opportunities for public comment should be clearly communicated. 
 
Those in favor of Option A (Addendum/Amendment process) noted the need for a full public 
comment process during the development of management actions to make informed 
management decisions.  
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Common Additional Topics Raised in Comments 
Commenters raised several additional topics. Common topics included, in no particular order:   
 

• Need to reduce recreational release mortality and increase angler education on best 
handling practices. 

• Support for a harvest moratorium, either until the stock recovers or permanently (catch-
and-release only fishery). 

• Support for additional gear restrictions to reduce release mortality, including banning 
treble hooks. 

• Support for ending commercial harvest. 
• Need to address menhaden harvest in the Chesapeake Bay. 
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Written Comments were submitted by the following groups and organizations: 

 

American Saltwater Guides Association 

American Sportfishing Association 

Annapolis Anglers Club (MD) 

Backcountry Hunters and Anglers: 

New England Chapter 

New York Chapter 

New Jersey Chapter 

Pennsylvania Chapter 

Capital Chapter 

North Carolina Chapter  

Berkeley Striper Club (NJ) 

Cape Code Charter Boat Association 

Cape Cod Salties Sportfishing Club 

Center for Sportfishing Policy 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation 

Coastal Conservation Association, National 

Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation 

East Coast Fishing Coalition 

Eastern Shore Working Waterman’s 
Association 

Fun Under Boats Dive Club (NJ) 

Great Egg Harbor Watershed Association and 
River Council (NJ) 

Hi-Mar Striper Club (NJ) 

Hudson River Fishermen’s Association 

Jersey Coast Anglers Association 

Maryland Charter Boat Association 

Maryland Oystermen Association 

Massachusetts Striped Bass Association 

Massachusetts Commercial Striped Bass 
Association 

Narragansett Surfcasters 

Native Fish Coalition: 

Massachusetts Chapter 

New Hampshire Chapter 

New Jersey Council of Diving and Clubs 

New York State Conservation Council 

North Fork Anglers Fishing Club (NY) 

Plum Island Surfcasters (MA) 

Rhode Island Party and Charter Boat 
Association 

Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Association 

Riverkeeper (Hudson River) 

Save the Bay (RI) 

Stellwagen Bank Charter Boat Association 

Strathmere Fishing and Environmental 
Association (NJ) 

Stripers Forever 

Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership 

Twin Rivers Waterman’s Association 

Upper Bay Charter Captains Association (MD) 

Village Harbour Fishing Club (NJ) 

Virginia Saltwater Sportfishing Association 

Virginia Waterman’s Association 
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Written Comments were submitted via the 
following form letters: 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation (1,298) 

Backcountry Hunters and Anglers (234) 

Chesapeake Bay Commercial Industry (70) 

Coastal Conservation Association (34) 

Riverkeeper (Hudson River) (18) 

Westport Striped Bass Club (7) 

Massachusetts Commercial SB Association (4) 

Form Letters from unknown sources: 

Form Letter 1 (15) [mostly charter captains] 

Form Letter 2 (12)  

Form Letter 3 (10) [mostly New England anglers] 

Form Letter 4 (9) [charter and rec NY-NJ] 

Form Letter 5 (9) 

Form Letter 6 (3) [New England anglers] 



From: kevin@annapolisanglersclub.com
To: Comments
Cc: Kevin
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 9:28:56 PM

Hello ASMFC SBMB Staff and Board Members,

My name is Kevin McMenamin and I live in Annapolis MD. I comment on
behalf of the Annapolis Anglers Club which represents ~790 Recreational
Anglers (both private vessel/shore and for hire anglers) mostly fishing
in the Chesapeake Bay. On behalf of our Membership, I would like to
provide the following feedback on the options that the SBMB is
considering in Addendum II.

Ocean Recreational Fishery Options.
We support Option B. This Option helps to protect the 2015 Year Class of
SB. The other Options would not protect the 2015 Year Class.

Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options.
We support Option B4. This Option estimates the lowest level of
Recreational Release Mortality.

Commercial Fishery Options.
We support Option B with Minimum Quota (-14.5% from 2022). This Option
fairly spreads the calculated 14.5% reduction across all Sectors that
target and harvest Atlantic Striped Bass.

Response to Stock Assessment Updates.
We support Option B Board Action. This Option enables the SBMB to
respond as quickly as possible to any future potential declines in SSB.

Implementation Schedule.
As Soon As Practical.

Thank You for the opportunity to comment on the actions being
considered.

Happy Holidays
Kevin McMenamin
President: Annapolis Anglers Club

mailto:kevin@annapolisanglersclub.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:kevin@annapolisanglersclub.com


 
 
December 22, 2023 
 
Emilie Franke  
Fishery Management Plan Coordinator   
Atlan�c States Marine Fisheries Commission   
1050 North Highland Street, Suite 200A-N   
Arlington, Virginia 22201   
 
Dear Ms. Franke,   
 
On behalf of America’s 7.5 million striped bass anglers and the spor�ishing industry, we appreciate the 
opportunity to provide comments to the Atlan�c States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) regarding 
Dra� Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Atlan�c Striped Bass Interstate Fishery Management Plan 
(FMP).    
 
Recrea�onal anglers and the spor�ishing industry recognize that a healthy striped bass popula�on and 
fishery is cri�cal to the east coast outdoor recrea�onal economy and is a significant driver of angler 
engagement and par�cipa�on along the Atlan�c coast. The spor�ishing community stands by the 
coopera�ve process of the ASMFC and believes that the states and their stakeholders can rebuild the 
striped bass fishery together again.  
 
To help assist the Striped Bass Management Board in taking final ac�on on Dra� Addendum II to 
Amendment 7 to the Atlan�c Striped Bass FMP, we submit the following comments for Board 
considera�on. 
 
Sec�on 3.1.1 Ocean Recrea�onal Fishery 

• We support Op�on B: This is the only op�on that will provide the same regula�ons for all modes 
in the ocean recrea�onal fishery while maximizing the protec�on of remaining above-average 
year classes (i.e., 2011, 2015, 2017, 2018). 

• We are adamantly opposed to mode splits. If ASMFC hands out conserva�on passes to the for-
hire mode, what incen�ve does any one individual angler have with a mentality that if you’re a 
small percentage of the overall pie your slice doesn’t need to bear the burden of conserva�on? 

 
Section 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery 

• We support Options B1 or B2: Both options are estimated to achieve more than a 14.5% 
reduction in removals, while also applying the same reductions across all fishing modes.  

• Again, we adamantly oppose mode splits. If you contribute to fishing mortality, you don’t get a 
conserva�on pass.  
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Section 3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification 

• We do not support either option because we adamantly oppose mode splits.  The for-hire fleet 
introduces many anglers to sportfishing, so the conservation ethic needs to start with them.  

 
Section 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction 

• We support Option B: Ocean and Chesapeake Bay commercial quotas should be reduced by 
14.5%, understanding that no option to reduce commercial landings is being considered. 

• Unfortunately, a reduction in commercial quota does not reduce total removals because quotas 
currently vary from landings. For example, the Chesapeake Bay commercial fishery, which 
accounts for approximately 80% of all coastwide commercial striped bass catch in numbers of 
fish, landed approximately 20% less than their quotas allowed in 2022. This indicates that a 
14.5% reduction in quota in 2024 will have little to no impact on the Chesapeake Bay removals. 
The Board is proactively controlling recreational removals and it's time to follow through on that 
conservation leadership and take action to address other sources of fishing mortality.   

 
Section 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates  

• We support Option B: This option allows the Board to quickly respond to overfishing through 
Board action.  However, we emphasize the importance of ASMFC establishing a clear public 
comment process for Board action that allows ample time for stakeholders to provide input.  

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 
 
Michael Waine     
Atlantic Fisheries Policy Director 
American Sportfishing Association 
 
Jeff Angers 
President 
Center for Sportfishing Policy 
 
Ted Venker 
Conservation Director 
Coastal Conservation Association 
 
Chris Horton 
Senior Director of Fisheries Policy 
Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation 
 
John Gans 
Northeast Field Representa�ve 
Theodore Roosevelt Conserva�on Partnership 
 



 
December 21, 2023 
 
Emilie Franke 
FMP Coordinator 
1050 N. Highland Street 
Suite 200 A-N 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
RE: ASGA Comments regarding Draft Addendum II 
 
Dear Ms. Franke and members of the Striped Bass Management Board,  
 
Thank you for your consideration of the American Saltwater Guides Association’s comments on 
Draft Addendum II to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass. ASGA 
is a coalition of fishing guides, small-fishing related businesses, and conservation-minded private 
recreational anglers who believe in the idea of “better business through marine conservation.” 
Striped bass are the lynchpin species along the Atlantic coast for recreational anglers, and ASGA 
dedicates significant time and resources towards advocating for responsible, precautionary 
striped bass management and successfully rebuilding the stock by 2029.  
 
Since the 2019 stock assessment found striped bass to be overfished and subject to overfishing, 
striped bass management has been a heavily involved and challenging process, and we are now 
facing five years of failed recruitment in Maryland’s portion of the Chesapeake Bay. While the 
Board acted quickly to end overfishing by reducing fishing mortality in Addendum VI, 
developing a rebuilding plan through Amendment 7 took longer and is now projected to be 
unsuccessful. More recently, the Striped Bass Board has indicated its willingness to rebuild this 
fishery by 2029 through approval of the Emergency Action and initiation of Addendum II—
ASGA fully supported both measures.  
 
The goal of Addendum II is to reduce fishing mortality to target levels in 2024. According to 
Technical Committee analysis, an overall 14.5% reduction is needed to lower fishing mortality to 
the target (F=0.176). Fortunately, a new stock assessment will be finalized in the fall of 2024, 
providing insights into the efficacy of recent management actions and new probabilities of 
successful rebuilding, affording management a timely opportunity to take additional action 
should it be necessary. ASGA looks forward to working with the Striped Bass Board to 
efficiently rebuild the stock. Our positions on Draft Addendum II are described below.  
 
ASGA’s Positions without Rationale: 
 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31" with 2022 seasons (all modes). 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1-fish at 19-23” with 2022 seasons 
(all modes). 
3.1.3 For-Hire Management: N/A per our positions, but Option B—applicable only to patrons 
if a mode split is selected.  



3.1.4 Recreational Filleting: Option B.  
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to the ocean 
and Chesapeake fisheries.  
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action.  
4.0 Compliance Schedule: Implement measures as soon as possible in 2024 to reduce fishing 
mortality. Jurisdictions that do not implement Addendum II’s final management measures in 
2024 should be found out of compliance.  
 
Recreational Options 
 
Draft Addendum II considers modifications to recreational measures in the ocean and 
Chesapeake Bay regions. In 2022, recreational striped bass harvest nearly doubled and 
drastically reduced the probability of rebuilding, prompting the near-unanimous approval of the 
2023 Emergency Action to constrain harvest of the critical 2015 year-class. This action, which 
ASGA supported and still does, shrunk the recreational slot limit from 28-35” to 28-31” to allow 
more of the 2015s to escape harvest. Based on Technical Committee projections, the Emergency 
Action is projected to achieve a 30% reduction in recreational harvest in 2023 relative to 2022, 
but additional reductions are still necessary to reduce fishing mortality and reach target spawning 
stock biomass by 2029. Unfortunately, on its own, Addendum II is unlikely to rebuild the 
fishery, but this action will be important for “slowing the bleeding” and bringing other 
components of the fishery into the conservation of this resource. 
 
In the Ocean, ASGA supports option B, 1-fish at 28-31” for both sectors. The Emergency Action 
slot limit has been effective at reducing recreational harvests and protecting the 2015-year class. 
Shifting the slot limit to increase harvests or the prosecution of the 2015s completely contradicts 
the intent of the unprecedented May 2023 Emergency Action and Draft Addendum II. 
Considering the range of options in Draft Addendum II and understanding that change may be 
necessary with the 2024 Stock Assessment, maintaining the 28-31” slot limit for 2024 is the most 
reasonable option for the stock, the recreational sector, and management and scientific purposes. 
While option B was the most conservative option for the ocean recreational fishery, ASGA looks 
forward to working with management to ensure the recreational sector continues to be 
accountable and contributes to successful rebuilding should additional reductions be necessary.  
 
In the Chesapeake Bay, ASGA supports option B-1, 1-fish at 19-23” for both sectors with the 
same 2022 seasons. Recreational harvests in the Chesapeake Bay have declined significantly in 
recent years, likely due to lack of fish availability, which should be a major concern for all. 
However, considerable conservation is still needed after five consecutive years of failed spawns 
in Maryland’s portion of the Chesapeake Bay. Option B-1 will effectively reduce recreational 
harvest in the nursery region responsible for the majority of striped bass production. 
Additionally, this option, achieves the most regional regulatory consistency, which had been a 
consistent challenge in past recreational management in the Bay.  
 
ASGA strongly opposes the idea of mode-splits in both regions and implores the Striped Bass 
Board to not consider these options at this time. Striped bass rebuilding is a major uncertainty, 
spawning success in the most important producer region has failed the past five years, and the 
primary goal of Addendum II is to reduce fishing mortality to target levels; this is NOT the time 



to consider, let alone approve, such a fundamental shift in striped bass management exclusively 
designed to allow one group to harvest more fish than others in the same sector and further 
threaten the long-term sustainability of this stock. The Striped Bass board should remain focused 
on rebuilding this stock and not create conflict and controversy within the recreational sector.  
 
ASGA’s primary goal throughout the Draft Addendum II public comment process was to focus 
on the major option-sets—i.e. the new recreational measures, commercial quotas, and response 
to the assessment. While not as impactful to the stock’s health, we do have positions on option 
sets 3.1.3 and 3.1.4. In the event that mode-splits are approved—again, ASGA is opposed to 
this—we would prefer Option B, which clarifies that the for-hire regulations would only apply to 
trip patrons and not the captain and/or crew. On the recreational filleting issue, we support 
Option B. While it will not reduce fishing mortality per se, it will afford law enforcement more 
tools to ensure recreational anglers comply with striped bass regulations.  
 
Commercial Options: 
 
For Commercial Quota Reduction Options, ASGA supports Option B with a 14.5% reduction to 
commercial quotas in the Ocean and Chesapeake Bays regions. We support each sector 
contributing to conservation of this resource. Given the recreational sector took a reduction 
through the Emergency Action, we view a 14.5% commercial quota reduction, which is slightly 
higher than the projected recreational reduction, as fair. Unfortunately, there are notable 
inequities within this option that have negative impacts on the health of the resource and fail to 
engage the Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries with the conservation of striped bass. Whereas 
the ocean region has meaningfully contributed to striped bass conservation and taken reductions 
nearly in lockstep with the recreational sector, the Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries have 
consistently side-stepped these reductions and conservation measures. Because the Chesapeake 
Bay has not taken a meaningful quota reduction in many years and underutilizes its quota, a 
14.5% reduction will likely have no impact on reducing landings. We believe this is a glaring 
issue with this management document and striped bass management in general.  
 
The Bay’s commercial fishery has not contributed to rebuilding and continues to harvest more 
fish than the entire ocean region in both numbers of fish and weight. In 2022, the Bay landed 
551,520 fish or 2,483,438 pounds compared to the Ocean landing 129,295 fish or 1,904,852 
pounds. These pressures in the most important producer region must be reined in, especially 
given the terrible string of spawning success. The Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries must 
take part in conservation and rebuilding this fishery.  
 
We don’t anticipate that happening due to Chesapeake Bay states’ intention to not comply with 
any quota reduction in Addendum II. Something must be done in the Chesapeake to achieve 
some meaningful reduction, but the relevant jurisdictions appear entirely comfortable with 
continuing business as usual and placing immense harvest pressures on these fish nearly year-
round.  
 
 
 
 



Response to Stock Assessment: 
 
ASGA fully supports Option B to allow the Board to respond to the 2024 via Board Action. We 
want to have the option to respond to the 2024 stock assessment as quickly as possible to ensure 
successful rebuilding by 2029. ASGA will be following the assessment process throughout the 
summer and sharing our perspectives with staff and managers before the 2024 Annual Meeting. 
All striped bass stakeholders have the ability to share perspectives with the Striped Bass Board, 
even in the absence of a management action; therefore, ASGA is comfortable with granting the 
Board this authority and potentially acting without an official public comment period. Efficiently 
and effectively rebuilding this fishery is the most important aspect.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of these comments. If you have any questions on ASGA’s 
positions on Draft Addendum II, please do not hesitate to reach out. We look forward to 
continuing to work with the Commission, the Board, and the states to rebuild this fishery.  
 
Sincerely,  

    
Tony Friedrich      Will Poston 
Vice President and Policy Director    Policy Associate 
American Saltwater Guides Association   American Saltwater Guides Association 
tony@saltwaterguidesassociation.org   will@saltwaterguidesassociation.org 
(202) 744-5013      (202) 577-8990 
 
 
 









 

         

December 22, 2023 
 
Via Email:  comments@asmfc.org     
 
Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board  
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N  
Arlington, VA  22201  
 
Attn: Emilie Franke, Fishery Management Plan Coordinator  
 
Re: BHA Comments on Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Atlantic Striped Bass FMP 
 
Dear ASMFC Staff and Members of the Management Board: 
 
In this correspondence we are writing on behalf of the Leadership Boards of the New England, New 
York, New Jersey, North Carolina, Capital and Pennsylvania Chapters of Backcountry Hunters & 
Anglers (collectively, “BHA”) to provide our comments on Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the 
Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass (“Addendum II”). 
   
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers is focused on advancing proven approaches to protect our public 
lands, waters and wildlife, and on ensuring our outdoor heritage of hunting and fishing in a natural 
setting. As BHA’s footprint has expanded, our Chapters have applied this mission across North 
America.  
 
Along the Atlantic coast fishing for striped bass is as much a part of our outdoor heritage as any 
pursuit in the region. While our Chapters from Maine to North Carolina have been encouraged by 
some of the recent actions that ASMFC’s Striped Bass Board (the Board) has taken to recover striped 
bass, which were declared overfished in 2019, we remain concerned with the current state of the 
fishery. According to Addendum II, “the most recent rebuilding projections indicate a low probability 
of meeting [the 2029 rebuilding deadline] if the fishing mortality rate associated with the level of 
catch in 2022 continues”. Addendum II further clarifies that “a 14.5% reduction from 2022 total 
removals will be needed to achieve F target in 2024”. BHA’s priorities for inclusion have been 
selected to maximize the odds of recovering striped bass female SSB to target by 2029, which is a 
commitment that the Board made when Amendment 7 was adopted in 2022. Accordingly, our 
comments on specific issues and priorities for inclusion in Addendum II are as follows: 
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3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options 
 

Priority for Inclusion: Option B – 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 seasons (all modes) 
 
Of the options presented only options B and C are projected to approach the necessary reduction 
in fishing mortality, and as a result we oppose the inclusion of options A, D and E.  
 
Mode splits (ex. different size limits for ‘private’ anglers and ‘for-hire’ vessels) are proposed in 
several sections of Addendum II, including options C and E of 3.1.1. BHA urges the Board to 
remain focused on recovery as a primary objective that is applied evenly across all segments of 
the fishery, rather than providing enhanced harvest opportunities to any sub-segment. As a 
result, we oppose mode splits everywhere that they are proposed in Addendum II.  
 
Option B is the only choice that meets our criteria to support for inclusion in Addendum II.    

 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options 
 

Priority for Inclusion: Option B1 – 1 fish at 19” to 23” with 2022 seasons (all modes) 
 

Only options B1, B2 and C1 are projected to achieve the necessary reduction in fishing mortality, 
and as a result we oppose the inclusion of all other options. Additionally, we oppose the inclusion 
of option C1 because it proposes a mode split between ‘private’ and ‘for-hire’ sectors (see our 
note on mode splits in 3.1.1).  
 
While both options B1 and B2 are projected to achieve at least the necessary 14.5% reduction in 
fishing mortality, we believe that the current state of the Chesapeake Bay fishery warrants 
exceptional protection. The tributaries of the Chesapeake Bay, which are collectively regarded as 
the most productive of the major spawning areas that support the coastal striped bass 
population, have experienced sustained sub-average juvenile recruitment. Until the Chesapeake 
population experiences successful juvenile recruitment that is likely to “maintain an age structure 
that provides adequate spawning potential to sustain long-term abundance” (Amendment 7 – 2.4 
Objectives) BHA urges the Board to extend special care towards the fish we’ll be relying upon 
once favorable conditions do finally occur in the Chesapeake Bay tributaries by including Option 
B1.  

 
3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (If For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected) 
 

As noted in our comments on 3.1.1, BHA does not support mode splits anywhere they are 
proposed in Addendum II. If the Board does choose to include mode splits we urge the inclusion 
of Option B, which would ensure that the benefit of enhanced harvest opportunities is only 
extended to patrons of for-hire vessels, rather than captains and crew.  
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3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements 
 

Priority for Inclusion: Option B – establish minimum requirements for filleting 
 
According to Appendix I in Addendum II many states already have standards that would fulfill the 
requirements of Option B, so it does not seem as though its inclusion would constitute an 
excessive burden upon anglers. BHA support the inclusion of Option B, which would increase 
coastwide compliance with the FMP standards and aid in the recovery of the fishery.  
 
 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options 
 

Priority for Inclusion: Option B – up to a 14.5% reduction from 2022 commercial quotas 
 
We feel that all segments of the fishery should participate in its recovery, and as a result BHA 
supports Option B, which would authorize the Board to reduce commercial quotas by up to 
14.5%. Recognizing that Option B allows the Board discretion in how much commercial quotas are 
reduced, we also urge the Board to implement the full 14.5% reduction allowed under the 
option, which would be consistent with the necessary reductions we have advocated for in other 
segments of the fishery.  

 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Update 
 

Priority for Inclusion: Option B – Board Response via Board Action 
 
BHA supported a similar option in Amendment 7, granting the Striped Bass Board the authority to 
act quickly in response to changing conditions that warranted amending the FMP standards. BHA 
supports Option B, which would allow the Board to implement corrective measures as quickly as 
possible if they are clearly needed, rather than allowing insufficient measures to persist and 
subsequently requiring more severe action closer to the recovery deadline to achieve a similar 
result.  
 

In conclusion, the Leadership Boards of the New England, New York, New Jersey, North Carolina, 
Capital and Pennsylvania Chapters of Backcountry Hunters & Anglers urge the Striped Bass 
Management Board maximize the odds of recovering striped bass female SSB to target by 2029 by 
including the options we have prioritized in Addendum II. These are the necessary steps to preserve 
our traditions of fishing for Striped Bass for current and future generations.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input, and for your consideration of our comments. 
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Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Michael Woods 
 
 
 
 
Chair, New England Chapter Board 
Backcountry Hunters and Anglers 
 
 
And the undersigned Chapter Leadership Boards: 
 
 
New England Chapter Board  New York Chapter Board  
(Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts,  newyork@backcountryhunters.org  
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont)     
newengland@backcountryhunters.org   
 
 
New Jersey Chapter Board  North Carolina Chapter Board 
newjersey@backcountryhunters.org  northcarolina@backcountryhunters.org 
 
 
Capital Chapter Board  Pennsylvania Chapter Board 
(Maryland, Virginia)  pennsylvania@backcountryhunters.org 
capital@backcountryhunters.org 

mailto:newyork@backcountryhunters.org
mailto:newengland@backcountryhunters.org
mailto:newjersey@backcountryhunters.org
mailto:northcarolina@backcountryhunters.org
file:///C:/Users/mwoods/Downloads/pennsylvania@backcountryhunters.org
file:///C:/Users/mwoods/Downloads/capital@backcountryhunters.org


From: William Hatch
To: Comments
Cc: Dan Mckiernan; Meserve, Nichola (FWE); Michael Armstrong; Raymond Kane; sarah.peake@mahouse.gov;

Tom.O"Shea@mass.gov
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II Comments
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 12:41:14 PM

Ms. Emilie Franke
FMP Coordinator
1050 North Highland St., Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, VA 22201

Dear Ms. Franke,                                                                                    December 18, 2023

Cape Cod Charter Boat Association would like to provide comments and recommendations
to Striped Bass Addendum II.  Striped Bass is the backbone of the charter fleet in New
England and a healthy sustainable management plan is imperative to our businesses.  We
thank the commission for the options that include a split mode option while making
adequate reductions to ensure a healthy population.

We support Option C for Section 3.1.1 which would give a slot limit of 28-33 inches to the
for hire fleet and 28-31 inches to the private and shore anglers.  

Option C gives us an overall reduction of 14.0% which is only .1% difference between 
Option B and better than D and E which are 12.8%

The large increase in recreational landings in 2022 were attributed to the private and 
shore modes which almost doubled this year.  This high mortality in this mode caused 
the emergency action to reduce the slot limit from 28-35 to 28-31 inches in 2023.  
The for-hire fleet in 2022 did not have increased landings.

The for-hire fleet represents 6% of the recreational catch.  This small increase in the 

mailto:machacafishing@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:dan.mckiernan@state.ma.us
mailto:nichola.meserve@state.ma.us
mailto:michael.armstrong@state.ma.us
mailto:ray@capecodfishermen.org
mailto:sarah.peake@mahouse.gov
mailto:Tom.O"Shea@mass.gov


slot size for the for-hire mode will have little effect (one tenth of one percent) on 
overall reduction but will help our businesses tremendously.

The smaller slot limit of 28-31 inches led to higher discards last year as we had to 
catch many more fish to get our limit.  Customers were very frustrated with having to 
throw so many fish back in order to get one to bring home for dinner.  Trips were lost 
as customers no longer perceived the trip to be worth it with such a restrictive slot 
limit.

2023 mortality is down compared to 2022 because less trips were booked and many 
more were canceled due to horrible weather.

We have seen great fishing over the past several seasons due to conservation 
measures we have taken over several years such as the bag limit going from 2 to 1 
fish, the implementation of the 28-35 inch slot limit, use of circle hooks and 
eliminating gaffing.

A big concern of the health of the striped bass population is the five years of bad 
recruitment in the Chesapeake Bay due to poor spawning success due to bad water 
quality.  We should be focusing on water quality in the Chesapeake because no 
amount of striped bass is going to maintain a healthy population if they are unable to 
spawn.

We support Option A status quo for 3.1.3 for the for hire clarification. 

We support Option A status quo for 3.1.4 for the recreational filleting allowances.  

In MA  this would continue to have the skin left on and two fillets per fish.  Some of 
the marinas do not allow filleting of fish at the dock.  Disposal of racks at the dock is a 
major issue and dumping into the harbor is not encouraged and/or illegal.  Filleting on 
a for-hire trip saves boats and clients time at the dock.  Some of the inlets on Cape 
Cod Bay can only be transited during certain parts of the tide and filleting at sea vs at 
the dock may be the difference between doing one trip and two for the day.

 We feel the split mode Option C for 3.1.1 makes the necessary conservation restrictions
while enabling us to continue to provide access to the fishery for our customers.   

 Thank you for your attention to these important matters.  On behalf of CCCBA I wish you a
healthy and happy holiday season.

Sincerely,



Capt. Willy Hatch
President, CCCBA

Cc:  Dan McKiernan, MaDMF
       Michael Armstrong, MaDMF
       Nichola Meserve, MaDMF
       Tom O’Shea, Ma  F & G
       Ray Kane, MaFAC
       Rep. Sarah Peake



Date: 12/20/2023
From: Cape Cod Salties Sportfishing Club, Yarmouth, MA
To: Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission

Regarding the proposed Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery Management
Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass discussed at the December 6th public forum, Buzzards Bay, MA,
our club leadership has convened to debate and document our positions on the proposed
measures and actions put forth by ASMFC. We believe it’s important to note that the following
represent a minimum set of actions necessary in an attempt to responsibly and sustainably
manage striped bass populations within the North Atlantic:

● 3.1.1: Ocean Recreational Option
○ Cape Cod Salties Board of Directors supports “Option B” - one fish at 28-31” with

2022 seasons (all modes)
● 3.1.2: Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options

○ Cape Cod Salties Board of Directors supports “Option B” - one fish at 19-23”;
across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons

● 3.1.3: For-Hire Management Clarification
○ Cape Cod Salties Board of Directors supports “Option A” - Status Quo

● 3.1.4: Recreational Fileting Allowance Requirements
○ Cape Cod Salties Board of Directors supports “Option A” - Status Quo

● 3.2.1: Commercial Quota Reduction Options
○ Cape Cod Salties Board of Directors Supports “Option B” - with up to a 14.5%

reduction to both ocean commercial fisheries and Chesapeake Bay commercial
fisheries

● 3.3: Response to Stock Assessment Updates
○ Cape Cod Salties Board of Directors supports “Option B” - Board Action

■ However, our Board would like to explicitly state our assumption and
expectation that such express authority for ASMFC Board action would be
limited to action pertinent to the current situation and 2023/24 stock
assessment only, and would not be an authority or power to be
maintained by the ASMFC Board in perpetuity (i.e., future actions should
return to the standard processes of written notices, public hearings, etc.).

● Additional comments and considerations
○ You may recall the comments from our club president, Jon Ungerland, at your

MA public hearing regarding recent reporting pertaining to NOAA/MRIP data
collection inaccuracies, and specifically concerning an expectation that ASMFC
would explicitly address whether those (significant) data inconsistencies and
errors impact your estimates or actions. Mr. Ungerland maintains his opinion that

www.capecodsalties.org :: P.O. Box 1183, South Dennis, MA 02660 :: board@capecodsalties.org
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ASMFC must transparently address the MRIP and NOAA data issues within its
reports and recommendations on striped bass populations.

○ Further, it will remain a desire of our club to see ASMFC collaborate with
community organizations and engaged, informed, and experienced anglers to
maintain and improve the quality of data collection. In particular, we hope to see
ASFMC, NOAA, and others expand data collection areas for spawning data
(considering changing water temps and historical migration patterns of stocks),
engage anglers as citizen scientists to increase accuracy of stock management
and biomass assessments, and partner with commercial/for-hire captains to
locate stocks outside traditionally targeted measurement areas, etc.

The leadership of our club is concerned about a potential or impending collapse of the striped
bass stock. Our collective concerns are rooted in decades of informed and engaged activity in
the fishery, especially many of our leaders’ firsthand experiences with similar signs and
symptoms within striped bass stocks in the 1980s and 1990s. As you know, the problem then
started (or was at least most immediately measurable) in the Chesapeake. Then, like now,
spawning and young of year numbers signaled forthcoming struggles within the striped bass
population, despite anglers reporting record catches and impressively sized stocks of large or
breeder fish across many fishing grounds of the Northeast Atlantic.

In closing, we will continue to prioritize informed engagement of our membership within the
fishery, and responsible enjoyment of our fishery with a view to ecological sustainability and
abundant management of our precious resources. We’ll continue to advocate for our members
to participate in programs such as the scale program here in MA and other citizen science
initiatives. Finally, our club will continue to promote responsible handling of striped bass,
respectful treatment of the population under pressure, and emphasize practices such as catch
and release for club activities such as our in-house derby, many club-sponsored annual for-hire
trips, and private activities of our club members - while remaining respectful of the rights of
anglers across the North Atlantic to derive sustenance from our waters and maintain important
cultural traditions and commercial legacies rooted in recreational and commercial angling.

Respectfully,

Cape Cod Salties Sportfishing Club
Yarmouth, MA
www.capecodsalties.org
president@capecodsalties.org

www.capecodsalties.org :: P.O. Box 1183, South Dennis, MA 02660 :: board@capecodsalties.org

http://www.capecodsalties.org
http://www.capecodsalties.org


 

 

 

 

November 22, 2023 

 

Emilie Franke 
Fishery Management Plan Coordinator 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200A-N 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
RE: Comments on Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Atlantic Striped Bass Interstate 
Fishery Management Plan 
 
Submitted via email only to: comments@asmfc.org 

Dear Ms. Franke: 

On behalf of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF), we wish to provide the following comments 
on the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s (ASMFC) Draft Addendum II to 
Amendment 7 to the Atlantic Striped Bass Interstate Fishery Management Plan (FMP). CBF is the 
largest conservation organization dedicated solely to saving Chesapeake Bay. Our motto, Save 
the Bay, defines the organization’s mission and commitment to reducing pollution, improving 
fisheries, and protecting and restoring natural resources such as forests, wetlands, and 
underwater grasses. CBF represents more than 200,000 members who support the wise 
management of the region’s living resources with a particular focus on striped bass. 
 
The long-term health of the striped bass population remains a serious concern in Chesapeake 
Bay. Just last month, Maryland and Virginia released their 2023 striped bass young of the year 
surveys. Maryland’s results indicated a fifth consecutive year of juvenile striped bass numbers 
far below average with an index of 1.0 compared to the long-term average of 11.3. Virginia’s 
results were also significantly lower this year, with a mean value of 4.25 fish, compared to an 
average of 7.77. This is recruitment failure. 
 
It is likely that factors such as prey availability and climate change are already affecting 
recruitment, habitat availability, and the range of striped bass. ASMFC has seen ample evidence 
of this as North Carolina has not reported any ocean harvest of striped bass since 2012. The 
state also recently announced that it will not open its 2023 fall season in the Albemarle Sound 
management area. As noted in draft Addendum II, significant concerns over continued low 
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recruitment led to the development of a low recruitment scenario currently being used to 
derive fishery projections.  
 
Given the current overfished status of striped bass, the low probability of rebuilding to the 
biomass target by the 2029 deadline, and the specter of continued recruitment failure in the 
Bay looming, we strongly urge ASMFC to adopt Addendum II options with the greatest 
probability of achieving the target fishing rate in 2024. These actions are urgently needed to get 
stock rebuilding back on track and prevent further losses of critical spawning stock biomass. 
We urge the adoption of the options specifically supported in our comments below. 
 
Section 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options 

Coastal recreational removals for striped bass have remained robust in the more northern 
reaches of the fish’s range given the fact that the last strong year class (2015) is now available to 
many anglers in the summer and fall. This availability is driving significant increases in 
recreational removals. In 2022, coastal recreational removals increased nearly 40% over 2021, 
including an 88% increase in coastal recreational harvest.1 This is a significant departure from 
what anglers in the Chesapeake Bay region have experienced as both trips and landings have 
decreased in recent years. 

Given the significant increase in coastal removals, Option B. 1 fish at 28”-31” with 2022 seasons 
(all modes) is the most appropriate path forward for Addendum II. CBF does not support 
options which allow for sector separation within the recreational fishery. This action creates 
disparities amongst fishery participants and exacerbates compliance and enforcement 
challenges in an already complex fishery. 

Although not all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions currently have recreational spring trophy 
fisheries, any existing or future such fisheries would be required to have the same size limits as 
the ocean fishery. With ongoing low recruitment in the region, managers should consider 
additional conservation actions to protect spawning adult fish.  

Section 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options 

CBF supports Options B1 or B2 for the Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery. Reaching a 14.5% 
reduction to meet the 2024 fishing rate target is of primary importance through this 
management action. Options B1 and B2 are the only “B” options that meet or exceed the 
necessary level of reduction, while balancing modest increases in post-release mortality 
expected to occur with the implementation of maximum size limits. These options also help 
achieve consistency in minimum size, maximum size, and bag limits across all Bay jurisdictions, 
a long-standing goal which should contribute to improved compliance and ease of 
enforcement. 

CBF does not support sector separation in Chesapeake Bay recreational fisheries (Options C1 
and C2). Sector separation favors one segment of the recreational fishery over others. This is 

 
1 https://asmfc.org/uploads/file/6542756cAtlStripedBassDraftAddendumII_PublicComment_Oct2023.pdf 



especially concerning given the number of small boat and shore-based anglers that participate 
in this fishery. Unlike the coastal fishery in which changes in removals in the for-hire fleet and 
private vessel/shore mode fisheries differed significantly (>30%) in 2022, in Chesapeake Bay, 
private vessel/shore mode removals increased only 3% while for-hire removals decreased.  

Section 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options 

The striped bass resource is a shared resource between recreational and commercial fisheries. 
This is especially true in the Chesapeake Bay region where removals are more evenly 
distributed between commercial and recreational fisheries relative to the coast. Given the 
status of the stock and poor outlook due to recruitment failure, it is necessary for all sectors to 
contribute to the preservation of the striped bass population. Therefore, CBF supports Option 
B for the Commercial Quota Reduction Options with no less than a 14.5% reduction in 
commercial fisheries quota.  

The draft addendum notes that the Board will select a specific reduction between zero and 
14.5%; however, given the combination of options available in Addendum II, only a 14.5% 
commercial quota reduction results in a 14.5% overall reduction and a greater than 50% 
probability of achieving the target fishing rate in 2024. To choose any reduction less than 14.5% 
would run counter to the objective of this Addendum to reduce fishing mortality to target levels 
in 2024.  

Section 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates 

The Board should be commended for taking significant actions over the past 2 years to help 
improve the status of the striped bass stock. The need for timely action may increase as we 
near the 2029 rebuilding deadline. CBF supported the Board’s use of emergency action in 
response to the 2022 stock assessment in Amendment 7. CBF maintains its support for giving 
the Board the flexibility it needs to take responsive action as a result of a future stock 
assessment. Therefore, CBF supports Option B, which would allow the Board to quickly 
respond to the results of future striped bass stock assessments. 

Thank you for your consideration of these comments on Draft Addendum II. We hope these 
comments are helpful in the deliberations by the Board. We know that all stakeholders are 
focused on restoring this iconic species and have seen hope in the management actions that 
have been taken thus far.  

Sincerely, 

     

Chris Moore       Allison M. Colden, Ph.D. 
Senior Regional Ecosystem Scientist    Maryland Executive Director 

 

Tim 



cc: Alison Prost, Vice President, Environmental Protection & Restoration, CBF 
Christy Everett, Interim Virginia Executive Director, CBF 



Ms. Emilie Franke        December 21st, 2023 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N 
Arlington VA. 22201 
 

The East Coast Fishing Coalition (ECFC) membership consists of many of the charter boat associations 

along the east coast from Maryland to Massachusetts. We are unified in our representation of hundreds 

of Charter and Party-Boat operators engaged in the for-hire industry along the Eastern seaboard. Our 

mission is simply to preserve the recreational harvest of marine fish through responsible and sustainable 

management. It is our belief that most recreational fishermen have the distinct goal to “fish4dinner” as a 

primary objective when they embark on a recreational fishing trip. The for-hire fleet has the expertise 

and infrastructure in place to offer that opportunity to those recreational fishermen.  

We appreciate the chance to offer our comments and preferred options in the public hearing document 

for addendum II to Amendment 7 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan. Along the east 

coast no species influences the success of the for-hire fleet more than Striped Bass. We are pleased that 

the PDT developed, and the Board approved a fair range of alternatives in the document, all of which will 

enhance the current rebuilding of Striped Bass.  

Section 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options 

We support Option C. 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 seasons for private vessel/shore anglers: 1 fish at 

28” to 33” with 2022 seasons for the for-hire mode. 

Rationale: This option balances the need for conservation with the socio-economic needs of the for-hire 

fleet. As noted in the document, this option adds only one tenth of one percent to the projected 

mortality, virtually leaving the emergency action measures in place.  

 This option considers the minor impact of the for-hire fleet on Striped Bass mortality and 

preserves a slightly greater opportunity for a recreational angler to harvest a fish for dinner, a core 

mission of the ECFC.  

 This option would allow for-hire owners a marketable solution to the concerns voiced by our 

clients who had difficulty catching fish in the 28–31-inch slot. Although not a huge increase, a 28–33-inch 

slot could be enough to convince them to return in 2024, under a 28–31-inch slot many will pass up their 

trip in 2024.  

 The option is a coast wide option, treating all ocean for-hire vessels the same and avoids one 

state having an advantage over a neighboring state.  

Section 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options 

 We support the preferred options and rationale presented by the Maryland Charter Boat 

Association  

Section 3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification 

 We support Option A Status Quo. No requirement in the Interstate FMP for Atlantic Striped Bass 

regarding how for-hire measures would apply to individuals during for-hire trips. 

https://www.fish4dinner.com/


Rationale: Although either option is workable, we think enforcing option B would be very difficult. 

Section 3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements 

We support Option A Status Quo: No requirement in the Interstate FMP for Atlantic Striped Bass 

related to atsea/shoreside filleting. 

Rationale: The ECFC supports enforcement of existing regulations, and we recognize the challenges 

enforcing slot limits. This section of the document needs more time to be fully developed with 

stakeholder engagement and we are concerned that approving Option B may slow down the 

implementation of other sections.  

We suggest continued collaboration with State partners, Advisory Panel members and the Public 

to develop workable solutions to enforcement challenges within the entire FMP.  

Section 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates 

We support Option A. Status Quo: the Board would initiate and develop an addendum to 

consider adjusting management measures. 

Rationale: An addendum process includes a public comment period with public hearings and an 

opportunity to submit written comments on the draft addendum document. 

Under Option B if the Board acts via a motion at a board meeting, only limited public comment 

can be provided during Board meetings per the Commission’s guidelines for public comment at Board 

meetings. Option B’s faster timeline does not allow sufficient time for the public to become aware of 

actions that could significantly impact them. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide our comments, we look forward to continued participation in 

the management of Striped Bass. Please contact us if you have any questions. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of The East Coast Fishing Coalition members. 

Capt. Rick Bellavance, President 

Capt. Marc Berger, Vice President 

Capt. Jill Maganza-Ruiz, Treasurer 

Capt. Willy Hatch, Secretary 



EASTERN SHORE WORKING 

 WATERMAN’S ASSOCIATION 

P. O. BOX 747 

ATLANTIC, VA 23303 

 

Comment on Addendum 2 of Amendment 7 for Striped Bass 

If you were using the best science available as mandated by law it would be very easy to see the 

problem. 

The entire increase in mortality occurred in the Recreational Fishery in 2022, with a minor 

decrease in the Commercial mortality. With the recreational harvest almost doubling from 2021, 

if they had maintained the 2021 level as the Commercial was required to there would be no need 

for this Addendum. 

When Addendum 4 of the past Amendment was enacted, the Commercial quota dropped from 

6.8 million pounds to 4.7 million pounds in the 2015 to 2019 period. And it was further reduced 

to 4.1 million pounds in 2020. The Commercial quota and landings have achieved a greater than 

30% reduction in weight and over a 20% number reduction of fish. The number of fish harvested 

and the 9% discard mortality associated with the Recreational Fishery is just above the 2014 

numbers. In 2022 they showed no reduction in mortality from the Recreational sector. They were 

supposed to achieve the same reduction in mortality as the Commercial sector, and they did not. 

The emergency action that ASMFC passed last spring (2023) was enacted because of a near 

doubling or the Recreational catch according to ASMFC’s website, with no reference to increase 

in the Commercial harvest. The website also states there was a small decrease in the Commercial 

mortality. Your strategic plan outlines science as the foundation for your decisions. It also states 

that the allocation of resources should be fairly allocated. By proposing a reduction in the 

Commercial quota you are doing neither. It also states that you should consider the soci-

economics of coastal communities. There is a lot of reference to the Recreational Fishery in your 

proposal, including the “for hire” industry but only brief mention of the Commercial Fishery, 

stating some income loss and possible price increases. In the state of Virginia less than 10% of the 

population holds saltwater fishing licenses, with only a small percentage of them striped bass 

fishing. Everyone else depend on commercial fishermen for their seafood. Striped bass are 

consumed mainly in restaurants with easter and Mother’s Day having the best commercial 

markets. 

My ocean fishery is a mixed fishery where I catch striped bass, black drum, large bluefish, smooth 

dogfish, and horseshoe crabs all at the same time using the same nets. This is my most productive 



time of year, with April and May accounting for at least 40% of my income. I barely have enough 

quota after the current reductions to account for my striped bass catch. So any further reductions 

will result in the striped bass being discarded dead or alive while I continue to work catching the 

other four species that are current at the same time. 

If you reduce the Commercial quota with total disregard of science, soci-economic and fair 

allocation you are doing so on purely a political basis and against your federal mandate and your 

mission statement and your strategic plan.  

 

Regards, 

 

 

Ernest Bowden, Jr. 

President 

Eastern Shore Working Waterman’s Association 

 

 



Frank L. Macalik 
525 Lakewood Road 

Neptune, New Jersey, 07753 
 
 
December 20, 2023 

 
Emilie Franke, FMP Coordinator 
1050 N. Highland St, Suite 200 A-N 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
Striped bass management program addendum II, amendment VII comments: 
 
Dear Ms. Franke, 
 
I represent FUB (Fun Under Boats) dive club located in Monmouth County, New Jersey.  We are a group 
of local SCUBA divers that occasionally spearfish for striped bass.        
 
On behalf of FUB divers, we reluctantly selected option B in section 3.1-1 with a slot size of 28 to 31 
inches for the new striped bass recreational regulation for 2024.  We would prefer option A with the 
larger slot size as we need the larger slot size to better identify a legal fish.  It is very challenging to 
select a bass within a 3-inch parameter for harvest.   The small slot size is excluding spearfishing from 
the striped bass fishery. That is why spearfishing should have a separate category to harvest striped bass 
with a 24” to 31” slot size.  After all, spearfishermen do the least amount of damage to the fishery.  We 
do not cycle through fish to take a single keeper.  We just need a larger slot size to select our one fish.       
 
On a personal note; I occasionally fish for striped bass, both surf and boats. Large bass are not getting 
released properly so more education is necessary there.  Surprisingly, large bass are too fragile to just 
dump back into the water.  There is a process to successfully release large fish.  In addition, there would 
less stress on the big bass if you stopped the use of live bait and only allowed artificial bait.  Big bass will 
still be caught, just not gut-hooked and easier to release.   FYI, treble hooks are still being used and big 
bass are getting gut-hooked by circle hooks.   
 
Final thoughts, I remember when and where I caught my first striped bass.  It was back in the 70’s, I was 
trolling an umbrella rig off Coney Island, NY.  Back then, catching a striped bass was an event.  I was the 
talk of the dock.   Today, striped bass are everywhere and each year is better than the last.   So, overall, 
the conservation efforts are working.   
 
Please consider spearfishing for any future regulations.   
 
 
 Sincerely yours, 

FM 
 
Frank Macalik 
Frankmacalik@gmail.com 
732-754-5345 

mailto:Frankmacalik@gmail.com
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November 28, 2023 
  
Emilie Franke Email: comments@asmfc.org  
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
 
Subject: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II 
 
Dear Emilie and ASMFC; 
 
     Ending over fishing of Stripped Bass and rebuilding the stock as quickly as 
possible should be the primary goal of the ASMFC. 
 
     While closing the fishery for a set time period would be the best way to 
protect the striped bass and quickly rebuild the stock, that is unfortunately not 
an option under Striped Bass Draft Addendum II.  
 
     Therefore, we support the following options that have the highest percentage of 
overall removal reductions: 
 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishing Option B. - 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 
seasons (all modes). 
 
Comments:  Option B provides the highest overall reduction of -14.1% and a -49.9% 
harvest change.  Option B also applies to all fishing modes, which will prevent any 
confusion over what rules pertain to what mode, will eliminate the need for the For-
Hire Management Clarification at 3.1.3, and will make enforcement more consistent. 
 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Option B1: - Apply a standard 
minimum size limit of 19”, a maximum size limit of 23”, and a 1 fish bag limit 
for all modes. 
 
Comments:  Option B1 provides the highest overall reduction of -22.4% and a -
38.4% harvest change.  Option B1 also applies to all fishing modes, which will 
prevent any confusion over what rules pertain to what mode, will eliminate the need 
for the For-Hire Management Clarification at 3.1.3, and will make enforcement more 
consistent. 
  
 
Continued on next page 

www.gehwa.org – The Official Website of the Great Egg Harbor Watershed Assoc. 
 



3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements Option B: - establish minimum 
requirements, including requirements for: racks to be retained; skin to be left intact; and 
possession to be limited to no more than two fillets per legal fish. States should consider 
including at-sea/shore. 
 
Comments:  The taking of over/undersized fish and fish over the bag limit is a serious problem for all 
fishing modes and needs stricter rules and enforcement measures. 
 
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Option B: - The ocean commercial fisheries and/or 
Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries will be managed by quotas representing up to a 14.5% 
reduction from their 2022 quotas with their 2022 size limits. The Board will select the specific 
percent reduction between zero and 14.5%. 
 
     Thank you for the very thoughtful options to better protect striped bass and the opportunity for the 
public to comment on them. 
 

 
 

 
Fred Akers, Operations Manager 
Great Egg Harbor River Council and Watershed Association 
 



From: smachalaba@aol.com
To: Comments
Cc: projectcivic91@aol.com; pbrindley91@gmail.com; tadevine1@verizon.net
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 -Striped Bass Management Plan
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 4:07:22 PM

 

December 14, 2023
 
Emilie Franke                                                                                                                                   
                                            
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, VA. 22201
Email: comments@asmfc.org
 
Subject: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
 
Dear Ms. Franke:
 
The Hi-Mar Striper Club is herein presenting its comments regarding Draft Addendum II to
Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass.  The Hi-Mar
Striper Club is a fishing club of approximately 60 members, based in Middletown, New Jersey. 
The Hi-Mar Striper Club has been in existence for 70+ years.  Our members have seen and
experienced the"peaks and valleys" of Striped Bass stocks, and are obviously very concerned
regarding the proper management of this fishery for the present and future.  The HI-Mar Striper
Club does not believe that the proposals included in Draft Addendum II will actually help with the
management of Striped Bass to attain ASMFC's projected stock rebuilding by 2029.  First and
foremost, the entire stock rebuilding process is called into question due to the fact that it is
based upon single source stock assessment sampling performed in Chesapeake Bay.  The data
from this stock assessment, which was performed in 2021, is now being extrapolated to estimate
Striped Bass stock throughout the entire coast, with no consideration for other Striped Bass
spawning and breeding areas such as the Delaware Bay/River, Hudson River and other areas.
Striped Bass stocks in Chesapeake Bay have been on the decline for many years due to several
factors, including lack of forage fish (specifically, Menhaden due to the mismanagement of this
fishery by Virginia and Maryland), pollution and poor water quality, higher than normal water
temperatures, and invasive Blue Catfish.
Furthermore, this addendum which seeks to reduce Striped Bass mortality, actually increase it,
with the 3" "slot " limit, and already put into effect by ASMFC's Emergency Action.  Addendum II
allows for the continuation of harvesting of small Striped Bass in Chesapeake Bay and
commercial fishing for Striped Bass in some states, such as Massachusetts, with a minimum
size limit of 35".  Therefore, for the reasons above, the Hi-Mar Striper Club does not believe the
changes proposed in Addendum II will actually help in the proper management of Striped Bass
stocks.  We also question as to how some of the proposals were arrived at;  ASMFC and other
management agencies have already created a schism between recreational and commercial
fisherman, between fisherman in various states and now is seeking to drive a wedge between
private boat and land based fisherman, and for-hire charter and party(head)boat fisherman with
differing size and allowable limits.
 
The Hi-Mar Striper Club's response and comments to Addendum II, are as follows:
 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options
We favor Option B - 1 fish at 28" to 31"  This is preferred over Option D - 1 fish at 30" to 33". 
 Option B is selected because it will better protect Striped Bass. Some 30" to 33" Striped Bass

mailto:smachalaba@aol.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:projectcivic91@aol.com
mailto:pbrindley91@gmail.com
mailto:tadevine1@verizon.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


will be from the 2015 year class, which should be protected,  Options C and D should not even
be considered since they include different limits between private boat and land based anglers
and "for hire" charter and head boat anglers.  It is not fare to penalize someone who cannot
afford to go on a charter or head boat.  Option A, the Status Quo, I fish at 28" to 35" shouldn't
even be listed, since this was taken away by ASMFC's Emergency Action.
 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options
Option B Minimum size 19" to 23" is preferred.  It is the least worst out of all of these bad
options.  Protection of small fish in Chesapeake Bay should be a priority.
 
3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification
Option B is selected. For-hire management measures should apply to patrons only;Captain and
crew would be subject to private vessel/shore angler limits.
 
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements
Option B is selected.  This will require states that authorize filleting at sea to establish minimum
requirements such as saving of racks and leaving skin on to facilitate enforcement of size and
bag limits.
 
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction
Option B with a commercial quota reduction of 14.5% is selected. it does not make sense that
recreational anglers are limited  to a 3" slot fish while some states are allowed to continue
commercial fishing for Striped Bass. Massachusetts allows anglers to become commercial hook
and line fisherman, by purchasing an relatively inexpensive permit, and kill 15 Striped Bass per
day, at a minimum size limit of 35"
 
Section 3.3
Option A - Maintaining the Status Quo in regard to development and implementation of
management measures is selected.  Option B, which would allow the Commission to respond
more quickly cannot be approved because, as demonstrated by some of the measures included
in this draft Addendum II, the recent Emergency Action and other actions, do not provide the
members of the Hi-Mar Striper Club the required trust that the proper management plan actions
will be taken.
 
Respectfully submitted, Hi-Mar Striper Club
P.O. Box 126
Middletown, New Jersey 07748
 
Jose Bastos, President
 
Stephen Machalaba, Vice President
 
Peter Brindley, Secretary
 
Thomas Devine, Treasurer
 
 
 
 
 

 



From: Joe Albanese
To: Comments
Cc: Michael Sardinas; A SETIAN; membership@thehrfa.org
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:14:30 AM

Hello Emilie Franke,
The Elected Board and General Membership of THE Hudson River Fishermen’s Association voted in favor of
Option B which simply stated maintains the status quo.
Best wishes for the holidays,
Joe Albanese
President HRFA

mailto:joealbanese2@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:vicepresident@thehrfa.org
mailto:treasurer@thehrfa.org
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12/5/2023 
 
 ASMFC Striped Bass Board, 
                                                                                                                                                 
     I am writing on behalf of the Jersey Coast Anglers Association which represents 
approximately 75 fishing clubs and many thousands of fishermen throughout our state. 
We are pleased that you are accepting comments in regard to Addendum ll to 
Amendment Vll for striped bass. However, we are very unhappy with how you have mis-
managed this species. 
    Had the board listened to JCAA and the vast majority of fishermen up and down the 
coast when they were considering Amendment VII, we would have had a minimum size 
limit of 35” or so which would have protected the abundant 2015 year class.  Periodically 
raising the size limits to protect a dominant year class was the strategy that worked well 
in the past and what we would still support. What happened is that the 2015 year class 
grew to legal size and removals from the biomass dramatically increased in 2022 due to 
both harvest and C&R mortality. That lowered the probability of restoring the stocks by 
2029 to just 15%.  There are other factors in play that you cannot control such as 
pollution, blue catfish taking over Chesapeake Bay, and weather patterns that have not 
been conducive to successful spawns in the Chesapeake for the last 5 years. Despite that 
there are more than enough striped bass in the SSB to produce a very good spawn if we 
get the right conditions. Further restricting commercial and recreational fishermen may 
not do much good. However, one thing you can do is to eliminate or reduce the number 
of menhaden that are netted commercially in the Chesapeake Bay. Increasing the number 
of menhaden would be beneficial to stripers of all sizes in the bay. We also believe that 
striped bass should be a no-sale or gamefish along the entire east coast. It is reprehensible 
to see how many stripers are being poached in the Raritan Bay area and then being 
brought to New York where they are sold. We need more law enforcement and stricter 
penalties.  
     One other thing that the ASFMC/MAFMC might do is liberalize the recreational 
measures for other species such as fluke and sea bass. Sea bass have been rebuilt to far 
beyond their target for several years now. Liberalizing measures for these species would 
take some of the pressure off striped bass. 
     The fishing in the NY bight area has been phenomenal during the past couple of 
seasons, perhaps the best fishing in over 50 years. Unfortunately, this has resulted in a 
large number of “floaters” particularly larger fish that don’t survive as well when they are 
released. The mandated use of circle hooks apparently did very little as the c&r mortality 



rate has remained at 9%. We need to make a better effort in educating people as to how to 
properly handle and release fish.  
     The Raritan Bay area has become the striped bass capitol of the east coast with 
thousands of boats coming from all over the country to fish here. This has been occurring 
this fall as well as in the spring when the fish are congregating to spawn and are easy 
pickings. This has caused the c&r mortality rate to skyrocket. In fact, there have been 
some reports of c&r mortality being responsible for as much as 52% of the removals 
from the biomass. It certainly appears as though the board has chosen to manage stripers 
as a commercial and c&r fishery. The c&r crowd needs to bare some of the burden of 
rebuilding the stocks by having seasonal closures to both harvesting and targeting of 
striped bass. Further, Massachusetts commercial hook and line fishermen are allowed to 
keep 15 stripers per day at a minimum size of 35”. At the recent NJ webinar hearing on 
the addendum, we were told that the reason for this is that there might be increased c&r 
mortality if they had to release larger fish while trying to catch smaller ones. Well, that’s 
what the rest of us have been forced to do. It’s just great that the recreational fishermen 
have to release stripers greater than 31” so that they can grow large and be harvested 
commercially in MA. 
 
     That having been said below are our preferences for the various options included on 
the addendum:. 
 
Section 3.1-1 Ocean Recreational Fishing Options 
     We favor option B, a slot of 28”-31” rather than Option D which is 30”-33”. It is a 
tough choice between the two but we believe it gives shore-based anglers a little better 
chance of catching a fish that they can bring home to eat. Also, the 30”-33” fish are 
reaching prime breeding size. Some 30-33’ stripers will still be from the 2015 year class 
which we should be protecting. We don’t like options C or E as they give a wider ranged 
slot to the for-hire sector. We are adamantly opposed to sector separation but if anything, 
more lenient regulations should be for shore-based anglers who fish for sustenance and 
can’t afford to go on a boat. What happened to the Environmental Justice that NOAA had 
been talking about?  
 
Section 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options 
     We prefer Option B1 which includes a slot of 19”-23” fish for all bay jurisdictions. 
Options B2, 3, and 4 all have wider slot ranged. It is imperative that we try to protect 
these smaller fish particularly from the last two decent spawning year classes in 2017 and 
2018. We do not like option C1 or C2 because once again those options create sector 
separation by giving a wider ranged slot to the for-hire fleet. 
 
Section 3.1.3 For Hire Management Clarification 
     We prefer Option B. In the unfortunate event that sector separation is chosen the 
measures should only apply to the patrons. The captains and crews should be restricted to 
the private vessel/shore-based regulations. 
 
 
 



Section 3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements 
     We prefer option B which will require states that authorize filleting at sea to establish 
minimum requirements such as saving racks and leaving the skin on. 
 
Section 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reductions  
     As previously stated, we believe striped bass should be a no-sale or gamefish in all 
states. It is unfathomable that the ASMFC allows commercial fishing while the 
recreational sector is limited to a 3” slot.  It is also disgraceful that the ASMFC allows the 
commercial hook and line boat fishermen in MA to harvest 15 stripers per day with a 
minimum size of 35”. Much of the 2015 year class is now approaching that size and you 
are supposed to be protecting them! However, since these changes are not currently 
options, we prefer option B with a quota reduction of 14.5%. 
 
Section 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates 
     We prefer Option A. Option B which would allow the Board to swiftly respond to 
stock assessments without having to go through the more time-consuming Amendment or 
Addendum process might seem like a good idea. Unfortunately, though we no longer 
trust the board to do the right thing and we want to be assured of having our say even it 
our opinions are ignored. Still, we remain hopeful that some day the board will listen and 
begin better managing this fishery for the recreational fishermen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Paul Haertel 
JCAA Striped Bass Committee Chairman 



December 20, 2023
Ms Emily Frank
FMP Coordinator
ASMFC

Comments to amendment II

We are the voice of the Massachusetts Commercial Striped Bass fishery, with a membership of
over 1,000 commercial rod & reel permit holders and growing.
We welcome the opportunity to comment on the ASMFC’s Striped Bass Addendum II
Commercial measures.

We recommend the ASMFC and the Massachusetts DMF Take a position in support of its small
local commercial rod & reel fishermen on Addendum 2, section 3.2.1 Option A. Status Quo.
(no reduction to the commercial quota)

The proposed 14.5% reduction equates to almost 100,000 pounds of fish. That alone equates
to over $500,000 at today’s average wholesale prices, and close to 2.5 Million dollars retail.

Massachusetts has about 650 “active” (1000+ pound) permit holders. That would be almost a
$4,000 direct out of pocket hit to each one of those individual permit holders.
Furthermore a status quo vote would only equate to a 1.6% difference on the recreational
sector, on what could very well be hypothetical numbers to begin with. (MRIP surveys).

The commercial sector is already fishing at an 18% reduction from amendment 7, another
14.5% decrease to the quota is not justifiable now simply because the recreational sector’s
catch numbers are up by 88%.
The commercial striped bass fishery is and has been very well managed with each and every
pound being accounted for on multiple levels. We urge you to let that continue.

On behalf of the Massachusetts Commercial Striped Bass Association we ask that the ASMFC
and the Massachusetts DMF support our local fishermen with a vote of Option A status quo,
No reduction.

Respectfully,
The 1,000+ members of the

Massachusetts Commercial Striped Bass Association
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Emilie Franke         December 22, 2023 
2022 
Fishery Management Plan Coordinator  
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission  
1050 North Highland Street, Suite 200A-N 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
Dear Emilie Franke, 
 
RE: Public Comment on Draft Addendum 2 to the Atlantic Striped Bass FMP 
 
I submit this letter on behalf of the hundreds of recreational fishing families, for hire operators 
and commercial harvesters that make up the membership of the Massachusetts Striped Bass 
Association. The following positions have been discussed and voted upon by our membership.  
 
2.2.3 Status of the Fishery  
MSBA members report and other sources confirm that recreational catch of striped bass in 2023 
were similar to the high catch rates of 2022. This knowledge added to the below average young 
of the year data causes a serious concern about the rebuilding timeline and the overall future of 
the striped bass fishery.  
 
MSBA urges ASMFC to immediately take the 14/5% reduction in removals needed to maintain 
the current rebuilding timeline and not delay reductions until the 2024 stock assessment update. 
 
3.0 Proposed Management Options  
MSBA agrees with the analysis that a 14.5% reduction from 2022 removals is necessary to 
achieve the F target in 2024. 
 
MSBA urges ASMFC to place maintaining the current rebuilding timeline as the top priority of 
this addendum and urge ASMFC to only approve Addendum 7 with a package of measures that 
meet or exceed a 50% probability of achieving the 14.5% reduction.  
 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options 

• MSBA is disappointed that none of the options in this section achieve the 14.5% 
reduction in fishing mortality require to meet the 2029 rebuilding criteria with a greater 
than 50% likelihood of success.  

• MSBA believes options with less than a 50% likelihood of success should be removed 
from consideration in all fisheries management. 
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Option A Status Quo (28”-35” Slot Limit):   
• MSBA Opposes the status quo option. Although striped bass fishing in MA has been very 

good in recent years; our members notice the lack of small fish behind the 2015-year 
class and believe the science regarding recent below average year classes to be true. We 
predict recreational catch in 2023 will again be very high and that even if Addendum 2 is 
adopted, the results of the 2024 stock assessment update will likely require reductions 
well beyond the 14.5% in future years.  

• We ask ASMFC to reduce fishing mortality NOW and stick to the current rebuilding 
timeline to slow the predicted rapid decline of the overall stock. 

 
Option B (28” -31” slot limit):  

• MSBA supports adoption of Option B because it provides the best chance of meeting the 
14.5% reduction needed to maintain the current rebuilding timeline.  
 

Option C (Split Mode – private anglers 28”-31” slot & for-hire anglers 28”-33”): 
• The MSBA membership has voted multiple times to adopt the philosophy that “a 

recreational angler is a recreational angler regardless of the platform from which they are 
fishing.” All recreational anglers are citizens attempting to access a shared natural 
resource. Regulations that favor one type of recreational angler over another are simply 
not fair. 

• MSBA feels the subject of recreational mode splits is an amendment level decision. Any 
consideration of recreational mode splits should include discussion and consideration of 
separate allocation, separate monitoring, separate data requirements, separate 
accountability measures and separate financial contributions. None of these important 
subjects were considered in development of this addendum. In fact, the record shows 
very little analysis and discussion of this option. MSBA opposes inclusion and adoption 
of this option based on process. 

• Conservation of striped bass is another reason to reject split mode regulations. Option C 
provides less reduction in removals than Option B. 

• This option will encourage private anglers to register a for-hire license so that all on that 
vessel can avoid the smaller slot limit. 

• Preservation of for hire trips is not a valid reason to split modes. This document provides 
no evidence that the difference in slot limits will have a measurable difference on for hire 
trip sales. Common sense concludes more is better however at this scale, prediction of 
impact is a guess. Trip preservation is NOT the reason Addendum 2 was initiated and 
MSBA urges ASMFC to reject this option.    

• Another reason to reject mode splits is education. ASMFC continues to talk education as 
a key to rebuilding striped bass. Mode splits will discourage for-hire operators & 
customers from adapting business models & expectations of catch to the current state of 
the fishery. ASMFC should not encourage out of date business models to remain status 
quo while requiring the remainder of the recreational fishery to adapt to current 
conditions.    

• Release mortality is not a reason to split modes. There is no evidence that release 
mortality is different between recreational modes. We reject the claim that for hire 
anglers or crew handle fish better than private anglers. For hire operations are as varied as 
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private anglers and there is no operational standard from which even a realistic analysis 
could be studied.  

• Current data does not support a mode split. There is little evidence that for hire operations 
are more accurate in reporting catch. We acknowledge expensive controlled studies have 
demonstrated small groups of for hire operations can employ more accurate reporting. 
However, in MA we average 850 licensed for-hire operations, and most of the catch data 
comes from customers encountered by the same APAIS dockside survey that generates 
private angler catch data. MA DMF has reported multiple instances of for-hire operators 
instructing anglers to refuse APAIS interviews. APAIS has reported both for hire & 
private anglers refuse interviews at a rate of 50%. All modes have good and bad actors 
which is why recreational mode splits based on data quality are not justified. 

• Finally, ASMFC decision makers must ask yourselves what happens next. There is no 
way to analyze success or failure and if enacted & mode splits will be even more 
controversial and difficult to manage when the next round of reductions is considered. 
 

Option D (30” -33” slot limit): MSBA opposes Option D for the following reasons: 
• Option D is projected to reduce fishing mortality by 12.8% and we prefer Option B which 

is projected to reduce fishing mortality by the larger number of 14.1%. 
• The subsection of the recreational fishing community most affected in a declining fishery 

are those who from shore; many of whom are low income and cannot afford to fish from 
a boat. Many shore anglers’ fish with bait from bridges, piers, and beaches for food. 
Raising the lower end of the slot above 28” will not only make it much harder for these 
anglers but will likely increase release mortality. 

 
Option E (Split Mode – private anglers 30”-33” slot & for-hire anglers 28”-33”): 

• MSBA opposes this option for the same reasons we oppose Options C & D 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:  

• MSBA supports Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions 
with the same 2022 seasons because it meets the required 14.5% reduction to preserve the 
current rebuilding timeline. 

• MSBA opposes any mode split options that meet the rebuilding timeline because we 
oppose all recreational mode splits for the reasons explained earlier in this comment letter 
under ocean recreational fisheries. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:  
• MSBA supports a reduction in the ocean commercial fisheries of 14.5% to preserve the 

current rebuilding timeline. 
• MSBA supports a reduction in the Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries of 14.5% to 

preserve the current rebuilding timeline.  
 

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification  
• MSBA supports option A Status Quo. We agree with prior law enforcement comments 

regarding the difficulties of having different regulations for anglers on the same vessel 
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and feel Option B is an unenforceable feel good measure that accomplishes nothing in the 
area of conservation and fails to advance the purpose of Addendum 2.   

 
 
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements  

• MSBA supports Option A Status Quo. All recreational anglers should be insulted by the 
proposed language that suggests a mode split within this regulation. For Hire & private 
anglers face the same difficulties when it comes to local filet at the dock prohibitions. 
The repeated attempts within this addendum to separate and establish privileged groups 
of recreational anglers while a stock is in rapid decline inspires memories of grade school 
lessons of violins and the burning city of Rome. This document fails to provide 
justification that this option advances the purpose of Addendum 2.  

 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action.  

• MSBA anticipates the results of the 2024 stock assessment update will be driven by 
continued high recreational catch rates and poor recruitment data. We predict the results 
will show the rebuilding timeline to be unlikely or unachievable without significant 
changes to the fishery and a major reduction in fishing mortality will be required.  

• MSBA anticipates the next management action will need to be a full-blown amendment 
that considers significant changes to the fishery including but not limited to closed no 
target fishing seasons in the ocean recreational fishery, no fishing closures in portions of 
the producer areas when water temps drive high release mortality to protect juvenile 
abundance and significant commercial quota reductions. We feel this next action should 
move fast but also must maximize public input.  

• MSBA previously supported the streamlined process that launched Addendum 2. 
Unfortunately, the swift consideration with little discussion and scientific analysis that 
inserted recreational mode splits into Addendum 2 with very little conservation benefit 
has violated the spirit of that support and prevents our organization from supporting this 
idea again. 

• Rather than give wide open support for another streamlined process and allow ASMFC 
operatives to sneak other controversial ideas into an action without adequate analysis and 
public scrutiny; we prefer ASMFC prepare to use emergency action for a quick response 
and be prepared to initiate Amendment 8 upon review of the results of the 2024 stock 
assessment. 

• MSBA Supports Option A Status Quo   
 
In closing we thank you for the opportunity to comment and look forward to active participation 
in developing the next amendment that will be required in order to preserve a striped bass fishery 
for future generations. 
 
Sincerely; 
 
 
Mike Jones     Patrick Paquette 
President    Govt Affairs Officer 
MA Striped Bass Association  MA Striped Bass Association 











From: bruce bain
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 7:53:57 AM

Board members, we are a ri based surfcasting club and non profit organization our mission is fundraising for those
in need, help and support of specific veterans programs and the continued conservation of the striped bass fisheries,
after 5 years of unsuccessful spawns in the Chesapeake Bay region all 125 of our active members can tell you that
our fishery has been a steady decline and is in serious trouble we feel that current measures being taken are simply
not enough. Abuse of commercial quotas,poaching and lack of enforcement or punishment for breaking these laws
must be addressed as well as a drastic reduction in harvesting. I just feel we are setting up for another crash to this
valuable resource, please take action immediately. Sincerely,Bruce R Bain president Narragansett surfcasters

Sent from my iPad

mailto:brucebain123@hotmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


 
 
 
 

 
Native Fish Coalition 
www.NativeFishCoalition.org 
MA@nativefishcoalition.org 
 
December 21, 2023 
 
Emilie Franke 
Atlantic State Marine Fisheries Commission 
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
Dear Emilie,  
 
The Massachusetts chapter of Native Fish Coalition would like to submit comments on Draft Addendum II to 
Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass. 
 
Native Fish Coalition (NFC) is a nonpartisan, grassroots, donor-funded, all volunteer, 501(c)(3) national non-profit 
organization dedicated to the conservation, preservation, and restoration of wild native fish.  We currently have 
chapters in 18 states representing thousands of members, partners, volunteers, supporters and followers. Our 
comments to Draft Addendum II are below.  
 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Option: NFC supports Option B, 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 seasons (all modes). 
 
3.1.3 For Hire Management Clarification: NFC supports Option B.  
 
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: NFC supports Option B. We also support that the board selects the highest 
specific percent reduction of 14.5%. 
 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates: NFC supports Option B.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Paul Roell, Chair, Massachusetts Chapter of Native Fish Coalition 
 
CC:   NFC National Board  

NFC Massachusetts Board   

http://www.nativefishcoalition.org/
mailto:MA@nativefishcoalition.org


From: Nick Martin
To: Comments
Cc: Bob Mallard; Emily Bastian; Brian Cowden; Jared Kane
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 4:30:33 PM

Dear Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission,
 
I am writing on behalf of the New Hampshire chapter of Native Fish Coalition to provide public
feedback on the Interim Management Measures that the Commission will consider at its January
2024 meeting. In summary, NFC encourages the Commission to take decisive action to address the
current status of the striped bass fishery, and adopt all measures which will increase the chance of
rebuilding the stock by the 2029 target date. Specifically, NFC supports the following proposed
management options:
 

·        For 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fisheries Options, NFC supports: Option B. NFC does NOT
support mode splitting for private versus for-hire vessels.
·        For 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options, NFC supports: Option B2.
·        For 3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification, NFC supports Option B.
·        For 3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements, NFC supports Option B.
·        For 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options, NFC supports Option B.
·        For 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Update, NFC supports Option B.

 
Native Fish Coalition (NFC) is a nonpartisan, grassroots, donor-funded, all volunteer, 501(c)(3)
national non-profit organization dedicated to the conservation, preservation, and restoration of wild
native fish.  We currently have state chapters in 18 states and we represent a broad constituency of
members, partners, volunteers, supporters and followers.
 
Given that the most recent rebuilding projections indicate a low probability of meeting the 2029
rebuilding deadline, NFC urges the Commission to adopt all of these new management policies.
Adopting these conservative fishing regulations is the first step in protecting the striped bass stock
from potential collapse. The Commission should act now to reduce harvest for both recreational and
commercial fisheries and to adopt measures that would allow the Commission to act more quickly in
the future, should forthcoming stock assessments reveal that these measures do not adequately
increase the chance of rebuilding the stock by the 2029 target date.  
 
Nick Martin, Chair, New Hampshire Chapter of Native Fish Coalition
 
CC:         NFC National Board

NFC New Hampshire Board  

mailto:nixstyx@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:bobmallard58@gmail.com
mailto:emily.brooktrout@gmail.com
mailto:bcowden@troutscapes.com
mailto:jared_kane@branchhillfarm.org


 

 NEW JERSEY COUNCIL OF     
DIVERS AND CLUBS 
526 S. Riverside Drive 

Neptune, NJ 07753 
www.scubanj.org 

 

 
11/11/23 

 

            COMMENT – DRAFT ADDENDUM II TO  
         AMENDMENT 7, ATLANTIC STRIPED BASS   

The NJ Council of Divers and Clubs (NJCD&C), previously the NJ Council of Diving Clubs, is 
an organization of 14 dive clubs, several dive shops, and numerous individual divers dedicated to 
supporting the recreational sport diving community and the sport diver fishery.  Spearfishing for Striped 
Bass has a long history and tradition in NJ going back to the 1950’s.  Normally it is done along the jetties 
and inlets from shore, usually by free diving, or by small boat off the shoreline and jetties. It is 
challenging, and probably the most sporting way to take stripers. For example, I estimated swimming ¾ 
to 1 mile for every striper taken, and it took several years to get my first striper.  

As you probably guessed, narrow slots and the sport diver fishery do not go together well.  We 
must determine the size of the fish from sight alone, and do not have the option or luxury of measuring a 
fish and then releasing it.  Our sport is being threatened by these narrow slots and it is very unfortunate 
that ASMFC choose to take the slot route instead of seasons or just a minimum size. Amendment 7 
appears to be trying to make narrow slots a permanent feature, and the sport diver/spearfisherman cannot 
support that approach.  

Regarding Section 3.1.1 (Ocean Recreational Fishery) the NJCD&C would prefer Option A, 
Status Quo.  But we know the ASMFC will not select that since it has little or no probability of achieving 
the objective of the addendum.  Therefore, the NJCD&C is forced to select Option B, 1 fish at 28 to 31 
inches. This will allow the sport diver/spearfisherman to dovetail into the NJ Bonus Bass Program, 
allowing a larger slot of 24 to 31 inches instead of just a 3-inch slot. And that is at least do-able for the 
sport diver/spearfisherman, although we must reapply for each Bonus Bass tag. 

Regarding Option C and Option E of Section 3.1.1, the NJCD&C does not agree with sector 
separation or a separate size range for the for-hire fishery.  This is sending the wrong message to 
fishermen.  It’s almost like saying if you have enough money to charter a boat or pay for a party boat, 
then you get special privileges with a bigger size range from those that fish from shore or private craft. To 
me that is ethically inappropriate to say the least.  It’s also not a good conservation move if Striped Bass 
are really overfished. 

Regarding Section 3.1.2 (Chesapeake Bay), Section 3.1.4 (Recreational Filleting), and Section 
3.2.1 (Commercial Quota Options), the NJCD&C takes no position.  However, we do believe that Striped 
Bass should be a sport fish only species.  Regarding Section 3.3 (Response to Stock Assessment), the 
NJCD&C does not support Option B.  That is like not allowing the fishing public any say in the 
management of the fishery and leaving everything up to the Board based solely on some questionable 
stock assessment. 

In conclusion, the NJCD&C does not support narrow slots.  The sport diver/spearfisherman is not 
responsible in any way for the excessive number of Striped Bass taken in 2022, and should not be the 
sector most impacted by the permanent proposed narrow slots. Other states also support spearfishing for 
Striped Bass, and the NJCD&C would like to see recreational sport diver/spearfishermen representation 
on the Striped Bass Committee. 

  Respectfully,  Jack Fullmer 
  Legislative Committee 



From: Rich Strzepek
To: Comments
Subject: [External] FW: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 10:12:34 PM
Importance: High

Dear Ms. Franke and Striped Bass Management Board Members,   
 
Thank you for the previous actions taken by you to protect the Striped Bass fishery.  I am the
Secretary of the North Fork Anglers Fishing Club of the Town of Southold NY.  I write on behalf
of our 50-member fishing club who all surf cast for Striped Bass.  
 
Using available overviews and analysis of the proposed action options available to you, I
support the following actions be taken relative to Draft Amendment II:
 
Ocean Recreational Fishing Options:
Option B:  1 Fish @ 28-31”
This will continue to protect the 2015 Year Class
 
Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishing Options:
Option B1:  1 Fish @ 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay Jurisdictions
 
Commercial Quota Reductions Options:
Option B:  14.5% reduction for both Ocean and Bay Quotas
 
Response to Stock Assessment:
Option B:  Board Action
reduce time to it takes to reduce mortality
 
Thank you for considering our concern and comments and please decide on the options that will
result in the most aggressive time line to result in the rebuilding of the fisheries stock.
 
 

Richard E. Strzepek, Secretary  - North Fork Anglers
Fishing Club  
Larry Welcome – President
Mike Lisowy – Vice President
Steve Kellner – Treasurer
Leif Gobel – Board Member
John Tomici – Board Member
 

Virus-free.www.avast.com

mailto:basshook@optonline.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient








 

           PLUM ISLAND SURFCASTERS 
                                     Established 1957 

 

 

Emilie Franke 

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 

1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N 

Arlington, VA  22201 

 

Dear Emilie, 

Please find the following comments representing the membership of the Plum Island Surfcasters (PISC), a 500-member 
North Shore Massachusetts fishing club, input on Amendment 7 Addendum 2. The PISC is a non-profit sportfishing club 
committed to developing best practices in good sportsmanship, education, techniques, and conservation for future 
generations. 

The membership of the Plum Island Surfcaster believes the striped bass stock condition is much worse than is being 
projected in this addendum. Since we are located toward the Northern reach of the striped bass ocean fishery, we are 
first to see more acute changes in the population. Many of our members that maintain detailed fishing logs have seen a 
60 to 75% reduction in their catch over the past five years. While the reports we are seeing from South of us indicates 
that the recreational catch in 2023 is about the same as 2022 overall.  Our membership believes that we must take at 
least a 14.5% reduction now and not wait for the 2024 stock assessment. 

The Plum Island Surfcasters membership support the following Addendum 2 options: 

 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options. The membership supports Option B, 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 season 
(all modes). 

While many of our members do use for hire services, we feel that all recreational anglers should operate under the same 
guidelines related to the size and fish limits. We often hear that the for hire only account for a small amount, but these 
small amounts keep adding up. Their customers are recreational anglers and should be treated the same. We also 
believe that it is imperative that we protect the 2015-year class and maintain the current 28” to 31” size limit. Increasing 
the limit to 28” to 33” will put the 2015-year class right in the slot defeating one of the key purposes of the emergency 
action. 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options. The membership supports Option B2 at 1 fish at 19” to 24”. 

Our membership support option B2 since it meets the desired 14.5 % reduction while holding all recreational anglers to 
the same size and fish limit. 

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification. The membership supports Option B. 

Our membership believes all recreational anglers should operate under the same regulations and do not support any of 
the options giving the for hire specific limits different from the rest of the recreational anglers. 



3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements. The membership supports Option B. 

Option B gives law enforcement the ability to ensure compliance with regulations. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options. The membership supports Option B. 

Our membership supports a commercial quota reduction of 14.5%. This would bring the commercial quota reduction 
into alignment with the recreational reduction expected percentages. This is especially needed since some of the states 
have commercial size limits that are focused on the primary spawning stock.  

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment. The membership supports Option B 

Our membership supports giving the Board the ability to quickly address stock assessment data that indicates the stock 
is not projected to meet rebuild probability. This option should be limited to only addressing assessment data that 
indicates the stock will not meet rebuild probability.  

 

Sincerely 

Michael Toole 

toolemf@hotmail.com 

Legislation Representative 

Plum Island Surfcasters  

P.O. Box 1585 

Newburyport, MA 01950 

 

mailto:toolemf@hotmail.com
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December 21st, 2023 
 
 
Ms. Emilie Franke 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission  
1050 North Highland Street, Suite 200A-N  
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
RE: Addendum II to AMD 7 Striped Bass FMP 
 
Dear Ms. Franke,  
 
The Rhode Island Party and Charter Boat Association (RIPCBA) is comprised of 58 charter/party boat owners that 
operate small businesses from ports in the State of Rhode Island. Without question, the harvest of Striped Bass is most 
important to nearly all our members. We are pleased that the PDT developed, and the Board approved a fair range of 
alternatives in the document, all of which will enhance the current rebuilding of Striped Bass. We would like to offer our 
preferred options and rationale for Addendum II to AMD 7 to the Striped Bass FMP. 
 
Section 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options 
 
We support Option C. 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 seasons for private vessel/shore anglers: 1 fish at 28” to 33” with 
2022 seasons for the for-hire mode. 
 
Rationale: This option balances the need for conservation with the socio-economic needs of Rhode Island’s for-hire 
fleet. According to analysis by the TC/PDT, this option adds only one tenth of one percent to the projected mortality.  
The action taken by the board under emergency action would be basically left in place.  
  
This option considers the small impact of the for-hire fleet on Striped Bass mortality and preserves a slightly greater 
opportunity for a recreational angler to harvest a fish for dinner, a desire vocalized by our clients regularly.  
  
This option would allow for-hire owners a marketable solution to the concerns voiced by our clients who had difficulty 
catching fish in the 28–31-inch slot. Although not a huge increase, a 28–33-inch slot could be enough to convince them 
to return in 2024, under a 28–31-inch slot many will pass up their trip in 2024.  
  
This option is a coast wide option, treating all ocean for-hire vessels the same and avoids one state having an advantage 
over a neighboring state. The RIPCBA supports coastwide ocean management of Striped Bass. 
 
Section 3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification 
 
We support Option A Status Quo. No requirement in the Interstate FMP for Atlantic Striped Bass regarding how for-
hire measures would apply to individuals during for-hire trips. 
 
Rationale: We believe both option A and B could work, but we think enforcing option B would be very difficult.  
 

R.I. Party and Charter Boat Association 
P.O. Box 171 
Wakefield, RI 02880 
401-741-5648 
www.rifishing.com 
 

President  Capt. Rick Bellavance 
Vice President Capt. Steve Anderson 
Treasurer Capt. Andrew D’Angelo 
Secretary  Capt. John Rainone 
Director  Capt. Nick Butziger 

http://www.rifishing.com/
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Section 3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements 
 
We support Option A Status Quo: No requirement in the Interstate FMP for Atlantic Striped Bass related to at 
sea/shoreside fileting.  
 
Rationale: The RIPCBA supports enforcement of all current and future regulations, and we recognize the challenges 
enforcing slot limits. This section of the document needs more time to be fully developed with stakeholder engagement 
and we are concerned that approving Option B may slow down the implementation of other sections.  

 
We suggest continued collaboration with State partners, Advisory Panel members and the Public to develop workable 
solutions to enforcement challenges within the entire FMP. Rhode Island currently allows filleting at sea aboard for-hire 
permitted vessels. Option B would be huge change for us. 
 
Section 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates 
  
We support Option A. Status Quo: the Board would initiate and develop an addendum to consider adjusting management 
measures. 
 
Rationale: An addendum process includes a public comment period with public hearings and an opportunity to submit 
written comments on the draft addendum document. The Emergency Action process was very hurtful to our fleet in 
Rhode Island, leading us to favor a more open Addendum process. 

 
Under Option B if the Board acts via a motion at a board meeting, only limited public comment can be provided during 
Board meetings per the Commission’s guidelines for public comment at Board meetings. Option B’s faster timeline does 
not allow sufficient time for the public to become aware of actions that could significantly impact them. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Capt. Rick Bellavance 
Capt. Rick Bellavance, President 
RI Party and Charter Boat Association  
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P.O. Box 1467, Coventry, Rhode Island 02816 401-826-2121 www.RISAA.org 
 

 
December 22, 2023 
 
Emilie Franke 
FMP Coordinator 
1050 N. Highland Street 
Suite 200 A-N 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
Via email: comments@asmfc.org 
 
         RE: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II 
 
Dear Ms. Franke: 
 
The Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Association (RISAA), representing over 7500 recreational anglers in Southeastern New England is 
proud to make these comments regarding the proposed Addendum II to Amendment 7 for Striped Bass management. We believe that 
recreational fishing is an important sector of the New England economy and we know that a healthy striped bass population is important 
to continued growth of recreational fishing. In order that striped bass harvest can be controlled to bring the Spawning Stock Biomass 
back to target levels, we support the following: 

• Section 3.1.1 – Option B, one fish 28” to 31” for all modes. We believe that all modes should be governed by the same 
regulations in all sections of this addendum.  

• Section 3.1.2 – even though our members generally do not fish in the Chesapeake Bay area we recognize that harvest of striped 
bass in that area is important to the overall SSB status so we support Option B1 with consistent regulations for all modes and all 
jurisdictions.  

• Section 3.1.3 – as previously stated we support consistent regulations across all modes, however if there are different 
regulations for For-Hire mode we would support Option B.  

• Section 3.1.4 – we support Option B, with a simple requirement such as retaining the racks if filleting at sea is allowed locally.  
• Section 3.2.1 – we believe that Commercial Quota should be reduced by roughly the same amount as recreational reductions, 

therefore we support Option B with an approximately 14.5% reduction from 2022 quotas. In addition we believe that there 
should be a specific report generated to evaluate the potential benefit of making the commercial size limits correspond with the 
recreational size limits rather than removing large female breeders from the wild population. 

• Section 3.3 – We support Option A – Status Quo. Although allowing Board action to make changes would allow more rapid 
response, we see the value in the current process which allows significant opportunities for public comment on potentially 
important management changes. 

 
At RISAA we remain concerned about how the recreational fishing community can best participate in the management decisions that are 
so important to all recreational fishing throughout New England. We thank you for the opportunity to provide these written comments.   
 
Thank you for all of the work that you do. 
 
Sincerely, 

                 Scott A. Travers 
   Richard Hittinger, 1st Vice President                     Scott Travers, Executive Director 
 
 

The Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Association represents over 7,500 recreational anglers and 28 affiliated clubs 

 
Assoc i at ion  

http://www.risaa.org/
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


Emilie Franke
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N
Arlington VA. 22201
comments@asmfc.org

Riverkeeper’s comments on the Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery
Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass

From Matthew Best and George Jackman

Mortality from the striped bass recreational fishery is currently unsustainable and
continues to stress the spawning stock biomass and constrains stock response in reaching
threshold targets as mandated by ASMFC. Status-quo is not reducing stock mortality rates,
which are actually increasing from the recreational fishing pressure. We advocate for Option B
for both the recreational and commercial fishery.

“Recreational: Option B - 28-31” slot size for ocean area”

While all options, other than the status quo, will ultimately bring the stock to more robust
levels, we believe that Option B maintains the current emergency action and based upon
projections provided by ASMFC, will achieve the desired mortality reduction and SSB growth in
the shortest amount of time. This option also does not discriminate between private and for-hire
fishermen.

“Commercial: Option B - 14.5% reduction in commercial quota in NYS waters”

This option both reduces the mortality rate of striped bass but also shares the burden of
reduced fishing pressure with the recreational anglers. These options require an equal burden on
all stakeholders and are the most fair for all stakeholders while also achieving the desired
outcome at a slightly faster rate.

We strongly advocate for more stringent enforcement of existing (or newly updated)
regulations in all areas (Hudson River, Ocean Area [0-3 miles off-shore], and Federal waters [+3
miles off-shore]), especially Federal waters including the Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ). The
intentions of these regulations are not designed so much to infringe on the rights of fisherman, as
they are to achieve a desired positive outcome for the Hudson River’s striped bass population
and the spawning stock biomass for the entire coast.

More up-to-date research is needed to accurately reflect catch and release mortality.
Current research is equivocal with regards to catch and release practices. Numerous accounts



obtained from fishermen reveal significant mortality stemming from catch and release that does
not appear to align with the current 9% mortality rate associated with catch and release as
suggested by Diodati and Richards (1996). Previous studies have experienced much higher
mortality rates (Millard et al. 2003; Bettoli and Osborn 1997), and with regard to the Hudson,
Diodati and Richards (1996) state that their 9% mortality rate “is generally much lower than
reported in striped bass hooking mortality studies conducted in freshwater”. There are two areas
of interest associated with catch and release mortality; the use of circle hooks & the use of
natural bait (i.e. herring, eels, mackerel, menhaden). It is believed that the use of natural bait in
combination with warmer temperatures in freshwater lead to a higher mortality rate for striped
bass (Wilde et al. 2000). Striped bass are more likely to swallow natural bait making the
subsequent release far more lethal with injuries to their esophagus, pharynx, stomach or gills
(MA Marine Fisheries Citizen Science Portal, Nelson 1998). When using single hooks (circle
hooks), most research supports that this method causes less injury to the body and gills compared
to treble hooks. However, when using circle hooks with natural bait, it is believed that striped
bass would be more prone to swallow the hook potentially leading to lethal injuries rather than
more benign ones. We advocate for an update to this research, specifically in the freshwater
Hudson River, and advocate for potentially banning the use of natural bait in the Hudson River
during spawning season or when river temperatures are expected to exceed 21°C (Nelson 1998).

It must also be acknowledged that fishing technique (once the fish is hooked) cannot be
standardized or regulated. Fishermen that tend to “play fish”, or in other words reel in the fish
longer than is needed, are exhausting the fish and potentially impairing their recovery, especially
in warmer water and in freshwater, which is more stressful for the fish. Warmer water tends to
hold less oxygen, and pre-spawn fish that are in poor condition may skip spawning entirely
(Rideout 2005).

When thinking of the recovery of the Hudson striped bass fishery, we look forward to a
robust striped bass population that has a sizable forage base to support the population. While
striped bass are America’s premier saltwater gamefish, their recovery is contingent upon a
balanced ecosystem approach that accounts for all fishes. Accordingly, one of the best ways we
can help striped bass is to ensure the forage fish base is large enough to sustain a predator
population. To achieve more robust levels of forage fishes, we need to reduce bycatch in the
ocean and improve freshwater spawning habitat for shad and river herring, and this is mostly
accomplished by removing obsolete dams. River herring and shad are at historic lows, and
restoring their populations will greatly help both maturing striped bass and the SSB biomass
whose provenance is the Hudson River.
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Westerly, RI 02891
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via email to: comments@asmfc.org

December 21, 2023

Emilie Franke, Fishery Management Plan Coordinator
Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 N. Highland St, Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, VA 22201

Re: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II

Dear Ms. Franke,

Save The Bay’s mission is to protect and improve Narragansett Bay. We support fisheries management policies
and regulations that seek to restore and maintain the populations of fish species that provide important
ecological functions and support the Bay’s ecosystem. This includes the Atlantic Striped Bass. We support the
Striped Bass Management Board’s decision to initiate Addendum II as a necessary measure to reduce mortality
and increase the probability of rebuilding the stock to its spawning stock biomass target by 2029. Generally
speaking, Save The Bay supports the most conservation-focused management measures being considered
under Addendum II. We believe that these measures are prudent and necessary to protect the fishery until
more comprehensive data is available through the next stock assessment. The specific options that we support
are listed below.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options
Save The Bay supports Option B: 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 seasons (all modes)

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options
Save The Bay supports Option B1: 1 fish at 19” to 23” with 2022 seasons (all modes)

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification
Not applicable; Save The Bay does not supportmode splits

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements
Save The Bay supports Option B: Establish minimum filleting requirements to aid enforcement

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options
Save The Bay supports Option B along with the maximum authorized quota reduction of 14.5%

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates

mailto:savebay@savebay.org
http://www.savebay.org
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


Save The Bay supports Option B: Management response via Board action

Thank you for considering our comments.

Sincerely,

Michael Jarbeau
Narragansett Baykeeper
mjarbeau@savebay.org
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December 20, 2023 
 
Ms. Emilie Frank 
FMP Coordinator 
1050 North Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N 
Arlington, Virginia  22201  
 
RE:  Comments to ASMFC Striped Bass Amendment II 

Dear Ms. Frank: 

On behalf of the Stellwagen Bank Charter Boat Association (SBCBA), 
representing charter/party boat captains and recreational anglers that fish 
for striped bass in Massachusetts waters, comments associated with Striped 
Bass Amendment II is set forth below.  

• The SBCBA is pleased to see proposed mode management 
measures with separate slot limits for each mode type that 
recognizes that each mode has its own goals, objectives and 
financial constraints that impacts ones access to the fishery. Let us 
not forget the recreational anglers that reach out to the for hire fleet 
as the mechanism to catch and retain a fish for the dinner table. 

• The SBCBA has recommended for many years now separate 
seasons and bag limits for the for hire fleet that have been 
implemented for other species such as bluefin tuna, bluefish, scup 
and other species and are pleased to see such mode management 
approaches proposed by the ASMFC that are long overdue.  This 
recognizes the fact that the for hire fleet needs to operate 
a financially viable business as well as provide a mechanism for 
recreational anglers to be provided access to the fishery.  

• Private shore side anglers may not have access to the fishery certain 
times of the year due to increased temperatures with the fish 
moving into cooler waters beyond the reach of an angler.  Private 
shore side anglers may not be able to afford a private vessel or do 
not have the time to learn the fishery, such clientele are provided 
access to the fishery via the for hire fleet.  

• The for hire fleet is the bus providing recreational anglers access to 
the fishery that would not be possible for those that do not have the 
time to learn to or fish from the shore or from a vessel nor have the 
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economic ability to own and operate their own vessel.  As a result, 
the public will not book a for hire trip if the price does not reflect a 
reasonable slot/bag limit.  If such is the case the public will not 
book a trip in turn not providing the public access to the 
fishery.  With the increased cost of fuel, boat expenses, tackle etc., 
the for hire fleet is a time and cost effective means for the 
recreational community to have access to the fishery. 

• The for hire fleet implemented conservation measures when the bag 
limit was reduced from 2 to 1 that in general reduced bookings by 
30%.  The recent emergency slot limit further reduced bookings 
significantly in 2023.  We continue to implement conservation 
measures to the detriment of our businesses and access to the 
fishery by the recreational anglers.  The other mode types that catch 
and release fish are the driver behind the significant release 
mortality where ultimately the for hire fleet represents a small 
percentage of the mortality in relation to the other modes.   

• The proposed measures in Section 3.1.1 provide options to achieve 
the recommended mortality reductions for each mode type.  
Options selected cannot be self-serving to those that catch and 
release or catch a fish for the dinner table nor those that don’t care 
to consider that each mode type has its own goals, objectives and 
financial constraints that impacts ones access to the fishery.  The 
following recommended measures are proposed by SBCBA.  

• Section 3.1.1 - Ocean Recreational Fishing Options – SBCBA 
recommends Options C/E which provides separate for hire 
measures of a 28"-33" slot limit that would be beneficial for our 
businesses and for those that catch striped bass for the dinner table 
that meets the required conservation measures while doing so. 
SBCBA recommends the implementation of for hire seasons and 
bag limits (Options C or E) and recommend leaving it up to the 
private vessel/shore side modes to select which option they prefer 
(Options C or E).     

• Section 3.1.3 - For Hire Management Clarification – SBCBA 
recommends Option A - Status Quo.  

• Section 3.1.4 - Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements 
– SBCBA recommends Option A - Status Quo - which would 
enable the for hire fleet to continue to fillet at sea. 

Ultimately the reduction of a 2 to 1 fish bag limit with the mandatory use 
of circle hooks and emergency slot limit reduced mortality to below 
projections especially the for hire mode where with increased participation 

http://www.stellwagenbank.org/
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of the private shore side angler and private boater mode that catch and 
release striped bass increased the mortality beyond acceptable conservation 
thresholds.  The for hire mode represents a small percentage of the 
mortality and need the Option C/E slot to continue to attract clientele and 
operate a viable operation that achieves conservation mortality reduction to 
the satisfaction of the ASMFC.    

Change in environmental conditions are impacting the Chesapeake Bay 
striped bass spawning grounds and climatic shift is impacting the 
distribution and productivity of spawning areas further north. Proactive 
measures to address detrimental impacts to the Chesapeake Bay and further 
assessment of other striped bass spawning grounds including the Delaware 
and Hudson Rivers needs to be conducted to further assess the status of the 
fishery.  Proactive measures are recommended such as what was conducted 
to address Atlantic Salmon and spawning forage species that need to be 
considered with the potential removal of dams located at the Raritan River, 
Connecticut River and Merrimack River where spawning is evident and/or 
elsewhere to promote and protect spawning grounds.  

If you have any questions or comments, please contact me at the email 
below. 

Very truly yours, 
 
Capt Stew Rosen   
 
Capt. Stew Rosen                                 
SBCBA, Treasurer                                       
sbcbaofficers@gmail.com 
   
                          
Cc:   Mike Pentony, GARFO 
         Russ Dunn, NMFS 
         Tom O’Shea, MassF&G 
         Dan McKiernan, MassDMF  
         Ben Gahagan, MassDMF 
         Ray Kane, MassFAC 
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From: G2W2
To: Emilie Franke; Comments
Subject: Fw: Striped Bass Public Comments
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 11:09:10 PM

From: Wayne.Thomas <Wayne.Thomas@kiewit.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 16, 2023 8:23 PM
To: G2W2
Cc: Wayne.Thomas
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Public Comments
 
I represent the 200 member SFEA in Upper Township NJ, Cape May County,

We are not in favor of having 2 different sets of regulations/slots.
Both For-Hire and Private/Recreational groups both need to work
together with a common set of Reg’s
Having 2 different rules likely drives a wedge between these 2 groups.
We need cooperation, not animosity.
Recreational Surf-casting/land-based enthusiast shouldn’t be penalized,
while those affording For-Hire offshore trips get a bigger slot.

Of the options presented we would support B=28”-31” slot.
We also support continuing the 24” Bonus Tag program.
I don’t object to For-Hire Captains being able to harvest a fish to feed their families.
I would agree needs to be more enforcement out there otherwise the Reg’s don’t
mean anything.

 
I am also an advisor on the NJMFC-Striped Bass committee.
 
Wayne D. Thomas, PE
Strathmere NJ.
President, Strathmere NJ Fishing & Environmental Association (501.c.3)
1-201-832-3351
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Emilie Franke 
FMP Coordinator 

Atlantic  States Marine Fisheries  Commission 
1050 N. Highland Street 

Suite 200 A-N 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 

M:  comments@asmfc.org 

Striped Bass Draft Addendum II 
 

On behalf of Stripers Forever and our members along the Atlantic seaboard, across the U.S., and around the world, we 

submit our comments in support of those options we feel are the best of those made available for finalizing Addendum II 

to Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass. We thank you for the opportunity to 

do so. 

 

Although we continue to be disappointed in the ASMFC’s lack of urgency toward meeting its mandate regarding managing 

this species, we will continue to do what we can to educate our members and the general public about fisheries 

conservation, safe handling of Striped Bass, and to raise awareness of each individual angler’s responsibility for the 

recovery of wild Atlantic Striped Bass. 

 

The hope was for Addendum II to go above and beyond the emergency action currently in place. The likely reality is, even 

with the best options selected by the board, Addendum II will ultimately fail to do enough to get the stock back on track 

for recovery by 2029. In the face of 5 straight years of very poor, bordering on failed recruitment in the Chesapeake, the 

board has put forth options which would fail to protect the 2015-year class. In fact, some of the options within Addendum 

II work directly against the intentions of the original motion from which it was born. 

 

The two areas we remain the most concerned about are mode splits and the commercial quota reduction. We do not 

support mode splits in anyway. All recreational anglers should make an equitable effort to reduce harvest and restore the 

Striped Bass stock to abundance. If selected, mode splits will only divide the angling community and complicate; 

regulations, enforcement and the work of stock assessment scientists. 

 

The commercial reduction being taken from quota, not harvest, could in some cases mean no reduction at all. That is 

misleading to the public and in turn irresponsible of the board. While the ocean commercial fishery may see an actual 

reduction, the Chesapeake Bay commercial fishery likely will not. On top of that, the Chesapeake Bay commercial fishery 

has not taken any major reduction since 2015. Between 2015 and 2022 the Chesapeake Bay commercial fishery has on 
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average removed between 2-3 million pounds of Striped Bass from the stock. If there is any hope of rebuilding by 2029, it is 

time for the board to assert some control over the Chesapeake Bay commercial fishery. Fair and equitable is the name of the 

game and currently the situation is anything but that. In addition, given five straight years of poor recruitment in the 

Chesapeake, this massive removal of fish from the stock is just not sustainable. 

 

Stripers Forever continues to advocate for an equitable (commercial and recreational) harvest moratorium. We believe, given 

all the evidence, that it is the most efficient and full proof way to rebuild the Striped Bass stock to abundance. While we are 

aware that this is not an option in Addendum II, we implore the board to consider it as a viable option going forward. Below 

are the Addendum II options that we support and have asked others to support. 

 

• 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: Option B—1-fish at 28 to 31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes). 

o Option B achieves the greatest overall reduction, offers the best protection of the 2015-year class 

and it is done in a fair and equitable way. 

• 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: Option B1—Apply a standard minimum size limit, 

maximum size limit, and bag limit to the Bay jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons. The minimum size shall be 19” 

and the bag limit 1 fish. Maximum size limit of 23”. 

o Most importantly, option B1 produces the greatest overall reduction of -22.4% and the greatest 

harvest reduction of -38.4%. After 5 years of very poor spawns in the Chesapeake Bay, it is time for 

some simplification and a narrow slot. Option B1, with consistent minimum size, maximum size, 

and bag limit creates more uniform regulations across the bay. 

• 3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): Option B—For-hire 

management measures apply only to patrons during a for-hire trip; captain and crew during a for-hire trip 

are subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits. 

o We do not support mode splits in anyway. Should the board choose to adopt mode splits, 

additional harvest should only apply to the patrons during a for-hire trip. The captain and crew 

should be subject to the same regulations as private vessel/shore anglers. 

• 3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: Option B—For states that authorize at-sea/shore-side 

filleting of striped bass, establish minimum requirements, including requirements for: racks to be retained; 

skin to be left intact; and possession to be limited to no more than two fillets per legal fish. States should 

consider including language about when and where racks may be disposed of, specific to each mode 

allowed to fillet at-sea/shore. 

o This is no time to be lax about regulations and keeping anglers honest. If we want to get the stock 

back on track for recovery, then we should do all that we can to make sure fish are legally 

harvested and within the slot limit. Option B adds to the toolkit law enforcement has to ensure 

compliance by anglers. 
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• 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B—The ocean commercial fisheries and/or Chesapeake 

Bay commercial fisheries will be managed by quotas representing up to a 14.5% reduction from their 2022 

quotas with their 2022 size limits. The Board will select the specific percent reduction between zero and 

14.5%. 

o Status quo is just not an option at this point. An equitable reduction in harvest gives us the best 

possible chance at getting the rebuild back on track. We ask that the board make the largest 

possible reduction of 14.5%. We also ask that states do all that is in their power to make sure that 

new commercial regulations go into effect for the 2024 season. It is very important that the angling 

public views these measures as fair and equitable. 

• 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—The Board could respond via Board action where the Board 

could change management measures by voting to pass a motion at a Board meeting instead of developing 

an addendum or amendment and different from the emergency action process. 

o In all likelihood, Addendum II will only be in effect for a one-year period as the next stock 

assessment results are expected in the fall of 2024. Given the 5 years of very poor recruitment in the 

Chesapeake, there is a good chance that stronger management changes will be needed to ensure a 

greater than 50% chance of rebuilding by 2029. If the board is required to do so via another 

Addendum, that process could take close to a year to finalize. The Striped Bass stock does not have 

that kind of time right now. Option B would allow the board to react by voting by a simple majority. 

While we prefer to have a public comment period, it just becomes a cumbersome and time-

consuming process which puts us farther behind in terms of the rebuilding timeline. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration regarding Addendum II. 

Taylor  Vavra 
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Upper Bay Charter Captains Associa�on 
243 Obrecht Road 

Sykesville, MD 21784 
(443) 280-4410 

 
 
December 11, 2023 
 
 
Emile Frank 
Atlan�c States Marine Fisheries Commission 
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite A-N 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
Dear ASMFC: 
 
I am wri�ng to state my concerns with the poten�al cutbacks to striped bass fishing in the 
Maryland Chesapeake Bay as I represent the Upper Bay Charter Captains Associa�on.  We 
currently have 75 members who operate  “For Hire Charters” in the Chesapeake Bay from Deale 
north past Bal�more and Rock Hall, MD. 
 
As a charter captain on the Chesapeake Bay for over 23 years, I would like to state that the 
ASMFC must consider Op�on C2 which allows customers on charter boats to keep two striped 
bass per day.  A reduc�on to our customers in the number of fish they may keep will be 
catastrophic for the charter industry.  Over the past several years, the charter captains have had 
to follow new regula�ons to sustain the fishery.  The boat fish has been eliminated; I have 
endured a two-week closure during prime fishing season in July, slot size requirements were 
ins�tuted by emergency regula�on this year, and enrollment in the DNR FACTS program which 
cons�tutes electronic monitoring by MD DNR.  Now for 2024, the State of Maryland has 
eliminated the trophy season and there is talk of extending the two-week summer closure in 
July with an addi�onal week in August. 
 
Other data through a recent “Public Informa�on Act” request from MD DNR shows that the 
charter fleet has already had a reduc�on of 17% of striped bass caught over the past two years.  
Total striped bass harvest reported by MD Charter Boats in 2020 is 121,771 fish, in 2021 
116,581 fish, in 2022 101,043 fish and as of 1 November 2023, 79,715 fish.   One of the main 
contributors to this is the declining economy which, in turn, reduced the number of charter 
fishing trips taken.  By looking at the numbers in the PIA the charter fleet is not the problem 
with the striped bass stock. 
 
On Page 9 of Addendum II, it clearly states Chesapeake Bay For-Hire removals decreased by 
27%.  
 



The charter For-Hire industry is accountable for our catch and the MD-DNR knows exactly what 
our impact is.  We are the smallest user group in the Maryland Chesapeake Bay as compared to 
the regular recrea�onal anglers and commercial sectors. We have been ac�vely engaged with 
the MD-DNR for years suppor�ng measures to help striped bass recover.  
 
If the ASMFC reduces our catch to one fish, you are essen�ally pu�ng the charter fleet out of 
business.  This reduc�on also affects local hotels/motels, restaurants, bait and tackle shops, etc.  
The trickle-down effect on the local economies cannot be made up in other ways.  Our business 
and those depending on the charter customers will be unable to recover from loss of business. 
 
Another major problem in the industry is the mortality rate among the recrea�onal fishermen 
(not the charter fleet) and no one is addressing or policing this situa�on.  Through the same PIA, 
MD DNR has sold over 300,000 saltwater licenses.  Many of these licensees fish on a regular 
basis and con�nue to catch and release once they catch their limit for the day which contributes 
to the mortality rate.  Addi�onally, a priority for the protec�on of the female breeding stock 
should be considered, with a moratorium, from 1 January 2024 un�l the recrea�onal season 
opens in May 2024.  This will give the breeding fish an easier path to spawn and rebuild the stock 
without potential harassment and unknown amount of injury and terminated spawning runs.  
 
 
Thank you for considering my concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Captain Michael D. Smolek 
Upper Bay Charter Captains Associa�on President. 
 



                                                  
                                     Virginia Waterman’s Association 
                                                          12/22/23 
 
 
To:  Emilie Franke, FMP Coordinator                                                                        
       ASMFC Striped Bass Management Board                                                                                         
       Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
       1050 North Highland Street Suite 200A-N  
       Arlington, VA 22201 
 
 
                  Subject: Striped Bass - Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 
 
 
Dear ASMFC Striped Bass Management Board, 
 
The Virginia Waterman’s Association strongly opposes the consideration of commercial quota 
reductions as described in Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 of the Atlantic Striped Bass 
Management Plan for many reasons.   
 
Primarily, this is because the overfishing, overfished and excess mortality concerns this 
addendum is intended to address are primarily a result of years of historical overfishing in the  
recreational striped bass fishery.  The recreational  sector has habitually exceeded the F targets, 
thresholds and other benchmarks established in both Amendment 6, Amendment 7 and 
practically all of their addenda for many years with minimal consequences. 
 
We have a number of concerns and observations, several of which are listed below. 
 

1. As you know, unlike the recreational sector, the commercial quotas are managed as 
“hard caps” with any overages paid back the following year with no exceptions.  
Consequently, the commercial share of the coastwide mortality has been diminishing in 
both relative and absolute terms over time, while the recreational sector regularly 
exceeds its allowed F, often with little or no penalty.  This is essentially the sole reason 
for the striped bass stock’s “overfishing” and “overfished” designations as described in 
the conclusions of the Technical Committee and Management Board.  



2. For many consecutive years the Virginia commercial fishery (and commercial fisheries in 
other Bay jurisdictions) have been managed so strictly that the quota is not met and the 
yearly underages are quite significant.  For example, from 2006 to 2018 Virginia’s 
Chesapeake Bay commercial fishery had a cumulative landings underage of 2,375,745 
lbs. with no overage (or exceedance of F) in any year.  That is nearly 200,000 lbs of 
quota each year that is allocated, but not caught due to a very conservation risk averse 
approach and stringent regulatory regime to protect the stocks. These underages have 
continued at that rate or more since the aforementioned time period.  Consequently, 
just Virginia by itself,  has in recent years provided well over 3,000,000 lbs of uncaught 
quota, which has essentially provided a buffer from the effects of years of historical 
overfishing from the recreational sector.  There is also a large cumulative underage from 
the other state’s commercial fisheries.  The inability of these consistent and significant  
commercial underages to compensate for the consistent and even more significant 
recreational overfishing, underscores how large of a problem this is (Source: VMRC 
mandatory reporting data, presumably reported to ASMFC) 

 
3. The aforementioned overfishing from the recreational sector and the consistent 

underages from the commercial sector has resulted in an ongoing de facto, but 
unacknowledged, reallocation from one sector to another. This is in direct contravention 
of the original ASMFC compact which originally specified a 50-50 percentage split 
between the recreational and commercial sectors based on the 1972 – 1979 landings.  
Though no one expects to ever get back to any semblance of the original equity 
agreement for many reasons, it is unacceptable to consistently punish the strictly 
controlled commercial sector for the overfishing of its recreational counterpart. 
 

4. The effort controls implemented in the various addenda under Amendment 6 have one 
result in common.  The commercial restrictions have been effective and achieved even 
more than their desired result, whereas the recreational effort controls have not.  This is 
largely because of years  of management premises based on faulty data.  From MRFSS to 
MRIP, it seems that all models have thus far dramatically underestimated the 
recreational removals.  For example, on page 2 of the 2019 Draft Addendum IV to 
Amendment 6 it states “The new MRIP removals estimates are on average 2.3 times 
higher than recreational removals used in previous stock asessments”… .  Concerning 
insufficient levels of striped bass SSB, one can draw a straight line to this insufficiency 
from the years of faulty data resulting from the implementation of faulty recreational 
control models. Therefore, the significant reductions in the relatively small commercial 
quotas, despite having met their management objectives, never had a chance to 
compensate for the vast levels of overfishing from the recreational sector, and still 
don't.  That being said, if any reductions should be imposed upon commercial fisheries, 
those penalties should be imposed upon the specific fisheries in the specific states 
where any overages occur.  Perhaps it is time to require remedial measures from the 
sectors causing the overfishing, instead of penalizing the sectors that are always in 
compliance? 



5. Figure 5 and 6 on pages 22 and 23 of the draft document are most illustrative of the 
aforementioned points.  Note that in Figure 5 the commercial harvest and discards are 
steady, predictable and trending downwards.  However the recreational harvest and 
discards are high, erratic and have recently spiked even more so.  Figure 6 shows the 
commercial fisheries always below quota, relatively steady and trending downwards, 
especially the Chesapeake Bay fisheries.  This is in stark contrast to the recreational 
fisheries. 

 
6. Since 1993 Virginia commercial fishermen have had mandatory reporting for every 

significant organism landed for any purpose and recorded on a daily form.  Striped bass 
management has additional regulations in order to tightly control the fishery.  Failure to 
accurately report any landings is dealt with rather severely by VMRC management and 
Law Enforcement.  Virginia was one of the first states to have such stringent mandatory 
reporting for all landings for all species, if not the very first.  We consider the significant 
burdens of our strict regulatory regime and our consistent quota underages in all of our 
commercial striped bass fisheries to have resulted in a conservation buffer that has 
helped offset the significant exceedance of F that has been endemic to the recreational 
fishery’s management and loose enforcement. 
 

7. The above being said, the Virginia Waterman’s Association supports a robust and 
healthy recreational fishery that is more properly managed, so as to better protect the 
striped bass SSB and stocks in general.   While we will refrain from opining on which 
options and sub-options would be best for the recreational fishery, we would like to 
make one general comment based on our direct empirical observations resulting from 
our many years of experience as both commercial and recreational fishermen.  A.  Slot 
Limits = Discards = Discard mortality.    B.  Narrower Slot Limits = More Discards = More 
Discard Mortality.  C.  When the available fish don’t tend to fall into the slot = Even 
more Discards = Even More Discard Mortality. 
 

8. With regard to the portion of the Striped Bass stock considered to be overfished, the 
SSB/coastal migrants, we would like to point out that many of the regulatory measures 
in Virginia, and others not mentioned, have resulted in the average size fish caught 
commercially in our portion of the Chesapeake Bay dropping by more than half in recent 
years.  This has been intentional on our part in order to protect the SSB.  We also can’t 
help but notice that most of the jurisdictions to our North, largely, if not exclusively, 
concentrate on this very SSB segment of the stock that needs protection.  These 
jurisdictions are the ones that need to be more proactive in the management measures 
they undertake. 
 

9. We consider the above listed reductions and regulatory measures as proactive stock 
protections our commercial fishery sector has consistently undertaken, but have not 
been acknowledged.  We have filed many of these proactive and burdensome measures 
away in the “no good deed shall go unpunished” file.  Therefore, until some of the 
jurisdictions to our North better protect the SSB, and considering our years of  proactive 



measures to do so, we feel that a reduction in our commercial quota is unfair, 
unwarranted and violative of parts of ASMFC’s charter, not to mention the basic rules of 
fairness and the universal principle of states taking responsibility for the excesses of 
their own fisheries. 
 

 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
The Virginia Waterman’s Association 
 
kelltron@aol.com    
757-897-1009 
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December 21, 2023 

Memo to: 

Emilie Franke 
FMP Coordinator 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
1050 N Highland Street 
Suite 200 A-N 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 

From: 

Philip Simon, Vice President, and Legislative Chair 
Village Harbor Fishing Club (VHFC) 
Manahawkin, NJ 
 
RE: VHFC comments and positions on the options for Striped Bass Draft Addendum II 
 
General comments 
 

1. We understand that the Recreational Demand Model and the currently used Harvest Control 
Rule system call for reductions in Atlantic Striped Bass harvest of approximately 14%, and that 
the Striped Bass Board had little choice but to follow through with options that achieve this 
reduction.  However, based on what we see in this fishery as well as others where this set of 
guidelines has been used, the methods are skewed towards reductions regardless of the trends 
in the size of the fish stocks being analyzed.  We strongly recommend that the ASMFC and the 
MAMFC re-visit the issues and data surrounding the implementation of the harvest control rules 
and issue a new set of guidelines that does not call for further restrictions in stocks where the 
trends in the stock size are stable and the stock size is healthy. 

2. With the one-fish bag limit, recreational harvest size is driven primarily by the availability of 
striped bass schools to anglers during the Spring and Fall migrations.  As with almost all the 
recreational fisheries, recreational catch of striped bass is very highly correlated to how many 
fish are encountered.  For striped bass, this is driven both by size of the stock, and the path of 
much of the fish inside the EEZ, and timing of the migrations relative to when the fishing 



community is still mostly active.  The actual size limits imposed in the regulations have really no 
meaningful impact on the stock, as the balance of harvested fish and dead discards blunts the 
impact of the size limitations, especially as the very narrow slot drives us towards more catch 
and release.  We would expect the recent “Emergency” reduction of the size limits to a three-
inch slot to have had little or no impact on the stock nor on the 2023 harvest numbers.  

3. Seasonal adjustments, especially those taken during the weeks prior to spawning, would have a 
more beneficial effect by reducing fishing pressure on the SSB. Again, we would recommend 
more focus on measures that improve the status of the stock rather than chasing after harvest 
numbers. 

4. We would also recommend that the use of Recruitment as an indicator of stock status or guide 
to setting regulations be re-considered.  It is well known that there is little correlation between 
R and SSB, except when there is a true crash in the fishery.  If you examine your own figure 1 in 
the draft addendum, increases in SSB can be found with low trends in R (1988 – 1993) and 
decreases with good levels of R (2012 – 2015).  Too many factors contribute to R that are 
independent of fishing pressure to suggest that fishing regulations can influence recruitment, 
nor that good or poor recruitment levels should drive decisions on fishing quotas.  We would 
also point out that figure 1 indicates that the SSB has stabilized over the last 7 years. The results 
of the 2024 striped bass stock assessment will be interesting indeed.) 

 
Recommendations for the options: 
 

1. Ocean Recreational Fishery Options (3.1.1): Option B, because Option A would clearly not be 
politically acceptable to the Commission, and B is the least bad of the choices. 

2. Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options (3.1.2): Option B1, because we believe that sector 
separation is not advisable, and that there should be some parity with the slots in the other 
regions. 

3. For-Hire Management Clarification (3.1.3). Option A, because enforcement would be a 
nightmare with option B.  

4. Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements (3.1.4): Option B, the parochial answer being that 
what is good enough for New Jersey is good enough for the rest. 

5. Commercial Quota Reduction Options (3.2.1): Option B.  We will continue to support the 
elimination of all commercial fishing for striped bass and designation of the species as a game 
fish. This includes continued maintenance of the bonus tag system in NJ. 

6. Response to Stock Assessment Updates (3.3):  Option A (status quo), because sometimes it takes 
some time to assess just what is going on.  “Knee-jerk” responses, such as occurred with the 
recent “Emergency” based on an N = 1 data point do not help. 

 
 
About the Village Harbour Fishing Club 
95 members fishing Barnegat Bay, Little Egg Harbor, and nearby inshore grounds 
President, and newsletter and website Chair: Ed Valitutto 
1st VP and Publicity Rep: Dave Spendiff 
2nd VP and Legislative Chair, JCAA rep: Phil Simon 
Treasurer: Jerry Nichols 



Weigh Master and Awards Chair: Pat Presuto 
Communications: Donna Harris 
Membership: John Steubing 
Library: Bill Dabney 
 
https://vhfishingclub.com/ 
 
 
 









From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Comments
[External] CBF on Draft Addendum II 
Friday, December 22, 2023 6:28:59 PM

Dear ASMFC Fishery Management Plan Coordinator Emilie Franke,

Striped bass are perhaps the most iconic fish in the Chesapeake Bay region. Historically, 
they've supported fisheries that provided untold opportunities to so many here in the 
watershed. Unfortunately, the number of striped bass has dwindled, and that is a huge loss for 
the Bay and its tributaries. 

I appreciate the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s ongoing efforts to help rebuild 
the population. Only through strong, coastwide management action will we be able to continue 
efforts to rebuild the striped bass population. Please accept the following comments on draft 
Addendum II.

For the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay trophy striped bass fisheries, I feel that Option B. 1 fish at 
28’-31” with 2022 seasons (all modes) is the most appropriate action. This will create the most 
level playing field for all anglers. 

For Chesapeake Bay recreational fisheries, I support Options B1 or B2. These options are 
expected to meet the conservation target for recreational fishers and make it more consistent 
for anglers who fish in different areas of the Bay and its tributaries. 

Given the active commercial and recreational fisheries in the Chesapeake Bay region, I 
support Option B for the Commercial Quota Reduction Options and ask the Board to adopt a 
reduction of no less than 14.5% to ensure the necessary reductions in striped bass mortality are 
met.

Finally, I would like the Board to have the necessary flexibility to respond to future stock 
assessments. Therefore, I support Option B in Section 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment 
Updates.

I appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments on draft Addendum II.

Sincerely, 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation Form Letter submitted by 1,298 individuals

mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of 
Comments
[External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II - BHA Friday, 
December 22, 2023 9:34:18 PM

Dear Striped Bass Board:

As a supporter of Backcountry Hunters and Anglers I appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on Draft 
Addendum II, and to advise the ASMFC on the general priorities and specific options I would like to see included in 
Addendum II.

The Atlantic striped bass stock has been overfished since 2019, and in spite of prior conservation efforts undertaken 
by ASFMC it remains clear that additional reductions in fishing mortality are needed. I believe that all segments of 
the fishery should participate in its recovery, and urge the striped bass Board to exclude options that facilitate 
enhanced harvest opportunities for certain segments or exempt them entirely from taking reductions.

To maximize the chances that fishing mortality is reduced to target in 2024, and that the striped bass stock is 
recovered by 2029, I urge the Board to include the following options in Addendum II:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options - Option B
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options - Option B1
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements - Option B
3.2.1 Commercial Fishery Reduction Options - Option B, with the full 14.5% reduction
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates - Option B

Thank you for your consideration,

Sincerely,

Backcountry Hunters and Anglers Form Letter submitted by 234 individuals

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


Bay Commercial form letter signed by 70 individuals 







From:
To:  Comments
Subject: [External] Atlantic Striped Bass addendum
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 2:38:41 PM

As a conservation minded angler, I support all portions of the coast wide fishery
implementing at least a 14.5% reduction in fishing mortality for 2024, and the
Board to focus on meaningful reductions in mortality as future assessments
require.

For Addendum II I support the following specific options:

Recreational Coast: Option B - Status Quo 28-31” for all fisheries. (14.1%)
Recreational Bay: Option B1 19-23”(22.4% reduction)  or  B2 - 19-24” (15.9%
reduction).
Commercial: 14.5% reduction in quota
Board Response:   B. Board Action. 
Implementation dates:  ASAP

Coastal Conservation Association Form Letter Submitted by 34 individuals

mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Comments
[External] sustainable fishing policies 
Friday, December 1, 2023 1:15:09 AM

The current mortality rates in recreational fishing are unsustainable, posing 
a threat to the Hudson River striped bass spawning stock. Please adopt
“Option B” for both recreational and commercial fishing. Additionally, I, along 
with Riverkeeper advocate for increased enforcement of regulations in a 
range of areas, including Federal waters, to benefit the striped bass 
population in the Hudson River. 

Thank you.

Riverkeeper Form Letter submitted by 18 individuals

mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Comments
[External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II 
Thursday, November 30, 2023 11:58:59 AM

Dear Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, (ASMFC)

I am an avid recreational fisherman and a member of the Westport Striped Bass Club
(WSBC), we have a passion for catching and releasing striped bass and want to
provide our comments regarding the Striped Bass Draft Addendum II.

This is what we would like to see to improve our Striped Bass Fisheries.

Advocate for Chesapeake Bay:  I support Option B1 in section 3.1.2.  This option
offers a fair and balanced approach, aligning Chesapeake Bay anglers with a 19-23”
slot limit.  We as a club would really like a state-wide slot limit if it’s a chance to
safeguard the recent healthy year classes and contribute to a thriving striped bass
future.

Support Sustainable Commercial Practices:  I endorse Option B of Section 3.2.1,
advocating for a 14.5% reduction in commercial quotas.  This step is pivotal in
ensuring the longevity of our striped bass stocks.

Thank you for your time and efforts in helping our striped bass.

Westport Striped Bass Club Form Letter submitted by 7 individuals

mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Comments
Dan Mckiernan; Raymond Kane; tom.oshea@mass.gov; RUSS DUNN; Michael Pentony 
[External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Wednesday, December 20, 2023 8:22:15 PM

Comments to amendment II:

We are the voice of the Massachusetts Commercial Striped Bass fishery, with a 
membership of over 1,000 commercial rod & reel permit holders and growing. 

We welcome the opportunity to comment on the ASMFC’s Striped Bass Addendum II 
Commercial measures.

We recommend the ASMFC and the Massachusetts DMF Take a position in support of its 
small local commercial rod & reel fishermen on Addendum 2, section 3.2.1 Option A. Status 
Quo. (no reduction to the commercial quota)

The proposed 14.5% reduction equates to almost 100,000 pounds of fish. That alone 
equates to over $500,000 at today’s average wholesale prices, and close to 2.5 Million 
dollars retail.

Massachusetts has about 650 “active” (1000+ pound) permit holders. That would be almost 
a $4,000 direct out of pocket hit to each one of those individual permit holders.

Furthermore a status quo vote would only equate to a 1.6% difference on the recreational 
sector, on what could very well be hypothetical numbers to begin with. (MRIP surveys).

The commercial sector is already fishing at an 18% reduction from amendment 7, another 
14.5% decrease to the quota is not justifiable now simply because the recreational sector’s 
catch numbers are up by 88%.

The commercial striped bass fishery is and has been very well managed with each and 
every pound being accounted for on multiple levels. WE urge you to let that continue.

On behalf of the Massachusetts Commercial Striped Bass Association we ask that the 
ASMFC and the Massachusetts DMF support our local fishermen with a vote of status quo, 
No reduction.

Massachusetts Commercial Striped Bass Association Form Letter submitted by 4 individuals

mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:dan.mckiernan@state.ma.us
mailto:ray@capecodfishermen.org
mailto:tom.oshea@mass.gov
mailto:russell.dunn@noaa.gov
mailto:michael.pentony@noaa.gov


From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Matthew Dinicola
Comments
[External] Striped Bass Addendum II 
Thursday, December 21, 2023 7:32:37 PM

I support the following options.

3.1.1 option C. This option is beneficial for charter boats who may be struggling to find striped bass within the small 
3” slot window for their clients to bring home fish for food.
Fish for food is a very important aspect of the striped bass fishery.
 It is well within the overall reduction percentages with only a 0.1% harvest change and 0.0% change to release 
mortality.

3.1.4 Option A. status quo
This is a solution to a problem that doesn’t exist. Many charter boats are not able to clean fish at the dock, due to 
local rules or time constraints (back to back trips).
 Changing this allowance is not necessary, and if changed would require additional laws regarding keeping racks, 
where boats may have more racks than clients on board and no filets to show for it. (back to back trips)

3.3 option A. Status quo. the public’s input is extremely important in any type or rule making process, this is viewed 
as a democratic process. At a time where many fishermen question the science not being consistent with 
observations on the water this is more important than ever.
 The addendum process assures the public they are involved in the decisions and in my opinion is not that long of a 
process.

Respectfully
Matthew dinicola

Sent from my iPhone

Form Letter 1 of unknown origin submitted by 15 individuals 
(primarily charter captains)

mailto:matth.dinicola@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Michael LaRaia
Comments
[External] Striped Bass Ammendment 
Thursday, December 14, 2023 11:05:28 AM

December 13, 2023

Ms. Emilie Franke, FMP Coordinator
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 N. Highland Street
Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, VA 22201
comments@asmfc.org
efranke@asmfc.org

Hello Emilie,

Please find my comments below. Thank you.

As to Fishery Status:
I urge ASMFC to take the 14.5% reduction in removals needed to maintain the current
rebuilding timeline and not delay reductions until the 2024 stock assessment update. Had a more
aggressive option been available, I would have supported that, given the situation.

As to Management Options: 
I urge ASMFC to only approve Addendum 2 with a package of measures that meet or exceed a
50% probability of achieving the 14.5% reduction.

As to Ocean Recreational Fishery Options:
As to Option A Status Quo (28”-35” Slot Limit):
• I oppose the status quo option.

As to Option B (28” -31” slot limit):
• I support Option B because it provides the best chance of meeting the 14.5% reduction.

As to Option C (Split Mode – private anglers 28”- 31” slot & for-hire anglers 28”-33”):
• To me “a recreational angler is a recreational angler” whether fishing from land, jetty, boat or
other.
• Any discussion of recreational mode splits should be an amendment level decision. Deep dive
discussions of separate allocation, separate monitoring, separate data requirements, separate
accountability measures and separate financial contributions must be had.
• Regardless Option C provides less reduction in removals than Option B.
• Trip preservation is NOT the reason Addendum 2 was initiated and I urge ASMFC to
reject this option. (Another reason to reject trip preservation is education. Mode splits will
discourage for-hire operators & customers from adapting business models & expectations of catch to
the
current state of the fishery.)

As to Option D (30” -33” slot limit): I do not support it.
• Option D only reduces mortality by 12.8% vs. 14.5% goal.

As to Option E (Split Mode – private anglers 30”-33” slot & for-hire anglers 28”-33”):
• I oppose this option for the same reasons I oppose Options C & D

Form Letter 2 of unknown origin submitted by 12 individuals

mailto:vocationalconsults@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:efranke@asmfc.org


As to Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:
• I support Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the
same 2022 seasons because it meets the required 14.5% reduction goal.

As to Commercial Quota Reduction Options:
• I support a reduction of 14.5% to preserve the current rebuilding timeline.
• I support a reduction in the Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries of 14.5% to preserve
the current rebuilding timeline.

As to For-Hire Management Clarification, I support option A Status Quo
• Option B is unenforceable and fails to advance the purpose of Addendum 2.

As to Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements
• I support Option A Status Quo. For Hire & private anglers face the same difficulties
when it comes to local filet at the dock prohibitions. This document fails to provide
justification that this option advances the purpose of Addendum 2.

As to Response to Stock Assessment: I support Option B—Board Action.
• I believe Recreational mode splits being placed into Addendum 2 with very little conservation
benefit is wrong and prefer ASMFC to use emergency action for a quick response and then launch a
formal Amendment 8 after the 2024 stock assessment.

THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT!

Regards,

Michael LaRaia
69 Bayshore Drive
Mashpee, MA



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Comments
Dan Mckiernan
[External] Striped Bass Addendum II 
Thursday, December 21, 2023 8:49:37 AM

My name is Hanna Haidar from Falmouth, MA.  As a recreational striped bass angler I support 
the below positions for Addendum II.  

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons 
(all modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across 
all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to 
both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Form Letter 3 of unknown origin submitted by 10 individuals, 
primarily New England rec anglers

mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:dan.mckiernan@state.ma.us


From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Captain Skippy
Comments
[External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II 
Friday, December 22, 2023 7:36:49 PM

Hi,

I operate a OUPV 6-pack charter boat out of Mount Sinai Harbor, New York.    Aside 
from running fishing charters, I also participate in Striped Bass research projects with 
Cornel Cooperative and Gray Fish Tag.  So while I am all for the regulation and 
preservation of the species, a 3 inch slot limit is too small. The 28-31 inch slot limit for 
Striped Bass imposed in 2023, directly led to financial hardships for my business.  Aside 
from detering clients, the narrow slot limit actually resulted in additional pressure towards 
overslot sized fish, currelating to increased post release mortality.  While I take the time to 
properly revive all fish, some release mortality is inevitable.  A 28-33 inch slot limit 
would likely reduce charter boat pressure on Striped Bass, as for hire vessels would be 
able to get keepers in the boat faster, enabling them to target other species.  So instead of 
burning fuel and releasing countless overslot Striped Bass searching for that needle in a 
haystack between 28-31 inches, vessels would be able to target other species such as 
fluke, seabass, and scup for the remainder of the tip. The increased slot of 2" is estimated 
to only change the harvest reduction percentage from 14.0% to 14.1%, which is almost 
negligible in the grand scheme of things.  Increasing the slot limit would help the 
livelihoods of the small for hire fleet, along with reducing release mortality rates 
amongst large Striped Bass.  

Thank you for the consideration of passing Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Option C,

Brian Hochstrasser
Captain Skippy Charters
631-252-6536

Form Letter 4 of unknown origin submitted by 9 charter captains/crew and rec anglers 
from NY-NJ

mailto:captainskippycharters@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dale Dagen
Comments
[External] Striped Bass Regulations 
Friday, December 22, 2023 6:46:25 PM

Regarding the proposed changes, I support measures that achieve the 14.5%
reduction in total removals needed to achieve F target in 2024.

(1) maintaining the current  28-31” slot for the ocean fishery

(2) implementing a maximum recreational size in the Chesapeake Bay

(3) complementary reductions in the commercial fishery

(4) no mode splits, meaning same regulations for private and charter.

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

Form Letter 5 of unknown origin submitted by 9 individuals

mailto:ddagens@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Comments
[External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II 
Friday, December 22, 2023 9:53:24 AM

Good morning, 

My name is Jackie Amorello and I am a very concerned recreational striped bass angler from 
Connecticut/Rhode Island. I spend ~100 days on the water every year and have watched the 
decline of our fishery first hand over the past several years. While the large bass fishing has 
been good, there is a clear and obvious lack of abundance along the New England coast. There 
is no diversity in size class and the concentrations of fish are extremely localized (and 
pressured). My goal, along with the American Saltwater Guides Association, is to continue to 
advocate for abundance in our fishery. Although I firmly believe the actions proposed in 
Addendum II are unlikely to rebuild the stock by 2029, please see below for my positions on 
Addendum II. 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons 
(all modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across 
all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to 
both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action.
Thank you for your consideration,
Jackie Amorello

Form Letter 6 of unknown origin submitted by 3 New England rec anglers

mailto:comments@asmfc.org


































Emilie Franke  
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N  
 Arlington VA. 22201 
 
Dear Ms. Franke: 
Blow are my comments regarding the Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery 

management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass:  

 Recreational Fishery Management Plan 

3.1.1 Option B; Strongly support maintaining the 1 fish at 28” to 31” current slot limit adopted last year 

to achieve the projected highest percentage of reduction in mortality.  The 2015-year class should be 

protected to the greatest extent as possible in hopes that they will be the future of a successful 

reproductive cycle in the coming years.  

I must add, that I’m opposed to Option C and E. Giving special consideration to the for-hire fleet is not in 

the best interest of the fishery. The striped bass fishery is at an inflection point, poor recruitment over 

that past five years and the goal of restoring the stock by 2029 will be a hard task, holding the line a tight 

as possible is what’s best right now for the striped bass. 

Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery 

3.1.2 Option B1; This option provides the greatest percentage of reduction along with the same season 

as 2022. Again, I’m opposed to giving special consideration to the charter boat/party boat operators. The 

striped bass fishery is in dire need of greater conservation efforts. The results of the young of the year 

surveys done in the Chesapeake are reason enough to hold the line with Option B. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options 

Option B; I support the 14.5 % reduction across all sectors of the striped bass fishery, we’re all in this 

together and all need to make the sacrifice to help return this fishery to a healthier state.  

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates 

Option B; The Board needs to respond as quickly as possible should the stock assessment be unfavorable 

in the probability of rebuilding the striped bass stock by 2029. To much time is wasted in preparing 

Amendments and Addendums, then putting out these documents and waiting for the publics respond 

and the make changes. The fishery has been in a downward trend for to long a time now, prompt and 

decisive decisions that will be positive for the striped bass is needed at this time.   

 

Sincerely, 

Christfried Arfsten 

44 Clubhouse Drive 

Rocky Point, NY 11778 

 

 



 

Emilie Franke 

FMP Coordinator 

1050 N. Highland Street 

Suite 200 A-N 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 

comments@asmfc.org  

December 22, 2023 

Re: Comments on Striped Bass Draft Addendum II 

Dear Commissioners, 

The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) is presiding over the 

steady decline of our once abundant stocks of striped bass, to the detriment of 

recreational anglers, commercial fishermen and coastal communities from Virginia 

to Maine.  The Commission’s action to restore our East Coast striped bass 

populations in the early 1990s is recognized as among the nation’s most celebrated 

conservation achievements. Taking necessary actions to restore the current fishery 

will require comparable vision and determination and begins with strong action to 

reduce harvest and release mortality under Addendum II to Amendment 7 of the 

Interstate Fishery Management Plan. 

I am an avid recreational angler in New York, typically fishing from shore and by 

boat on the East End of Long Island. I own a bay boat and often charter guides for 

the arrival of fish in spring (fishing Shinnecock, Peconic and Gardiners bays) and for 

the fall run (in Montauk). In recent years, I have witnessed a precipitous decline in 

the overall number and size diversity of fish in New York waters.  Based on my 

review of the Draft Addendum II Document (October 2023) released for public 

comment, I offer the following recommendations to the Commission. 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Recommend Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 

2022 seasons (all modes). 

• Option B retains the narrow slot limit currently in place and provides the best 

opportunity to protect the important 2015 year-class while also providing a 

measure of continuity for catch limits. 
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3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Recommend Option B1—1 fish at 

19-23” across all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.  

• Mismanagement of the Chesapeake Bay striped bass harvest, along with the 

unsustainable commercial reduction fishery targeting menhaden, has 

contributed significantly to the decline of striped bass stocks in the Bay and 

coast-wide. 

• ASMFC must avoid “mode splits” that would have the effect of perpetuating 

the unsustainable charter/for hire fishery in Maryland. 

• Option B1 would harmonize the catch limits across the Chesapeake Bay 

jurisdictions, bringing a greater degree of transparency, consistency and 

fairness.  

 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Recommend Option B with a 14.5% 

reduction to both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas. 

 

• While some states do not utilize their full quota, the Option B reduction 

target sends a powerful message that all participants in the fishery bear 

responsibility for restoring coastal striped bass populations. 

• Reductions in the Chesapeake commercial harvest are long overdue and 

critical to the restoration of the stock. 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Recommend Option B—Board Action.  

• ASMFC must act with urgency if information in the upcoming stock 

assessment indicates that the stock is not projected to rebuild by 2029. 

• Option B provides a roadmap for prompt Board action that, if necessary, 

would allow the Board to move quickly to implement new management 

measures to further reduce harvest and release mortality. 

 

Although not proposed as a specific option for action, I ask that the Commission 

also consider actions that would encourage or require states to reduce the number 

of weeks during which striped bass may be harvested. Shorter open seasons across 

all states would provide a further measure of protection for fish that may be 

allowed to migrate outside a state season. Similarly, some states could implement 

temporary closures to reduce release mortality during warm weather months. 

 

 



Thank you for this opportunity to provide comments on the Draft Addendum II and 

for your work to return our striped bass fishery to abundance and sustainable 

management. 

 

 

       Sincerely, 

 

 

       Paul Hagen 

 

       P.O. Box 1978 

       Quogue, NY  11959 

        

 

Cc: New York Commissioners: 

 

Martin Gary 

Director, Division of Marine Resources 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

123 Kings Park Boulevard 

Kings Park, NY 11754 

 

Emerson C. Hasbrouck, Jr. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension 

Marine Program 

423 Griffing Avenue, #100 

Riverhead, New York 11901-3071 

 

Assemblyman Fred W. Thiele, Jr. 

3350 Noyac Road 

Building B, Suite 1 

Sag Harbor, NY 11963 

 

 

 

 
 



Response to Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 
 
ASMFC Members, 
 
My name is Jason Avila. I am resident of Massachusetts and a recreational fisherman.  I 
appreciate the work being done by the commission and the opportunity to provide feedback on 
the management questions for the preservation of this important species.   
 
Recent declining trends in all stock metrics are extremely troubling indicators of the health of 
this species and the marine ecosystem in general.  The #1 responsibility of this commission (as 
related to the Atlantic Striped Bass FMP) is to rebuild the stock by 2029 as dictated by tripping 
the management triggers in 2018.  A failure to produce this mandated outcome would greatly call 
into question the motives and capabilities of this commission to successfully manage the fishery.  
Action is required now, up to and including, a complete “No Target” strategy, to attain this 
paramount goal.     
 
Before addressing the proposed management options, I’d like to comment on the memo from the 
PDT to the Board : Projection Tables 1-2 updated October 30, 2023 . This memo documents 
“Probability of being at or below F target in 2024 under different combinations of management 
options” and “Probability of being at or above the SSB target in 2029 under the different 
combinations of management options”.  I was appalled to see that the highest projected 
probabilities, in either of these tables, with the most restrictive options, only reached a 53.7% 
likelihood of success in these two categories and many were significantly lower.  I feel it is a 
dereliction of duty to not propose and allow comment on options that have a reasonable chance 
of achieving the mandated goals.  Leaving the fate of the Striper population up to a coin flip is 
completely unacceptable. 
 
Here are my thoughts on the limited options at hand: 
 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options 
 I support Option B to continue the current slot limit that was implemented in the 
Emergency Action Plan from earlier this year.  All CE plans should be eliminated during this 
time of the stock being overfished.   
 I am not in favor of moving the slot to the higher 30” to 33” because I feel we need to 
give the 2015-year class an opportunity to move through the slot.  I am concerned that we may 
impact the 2017- and 2018-year classes at the low end of the slot, but it seems more important to 
allow more of the 2015 fish to move into their prime spawning years.   

I am also not in favor of splitting modes between the for-hire and private vessel anglers.  
This type of split will likely introduce ambiguity into the regulations and compliance thereof, so 
I’d discourage its introduction at this tenuous time.  Beyond the reg side of the argument, there is 
no reason for those who have the means to pay a captain to increase their odds of catching a fish 
to deserve to kill an additional fish.  Based on the proficiency of the for-hire captains, these 
anglers are likely encountering more fish and are producing an oversized proportion of 
recreational release mortality.  
 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options    

https://www.asmfc.org/uploads/file/653fde1ePDTMemo_DraftAddII_Oct2023.pdf


 I support Option B1 to implement the tightest slot size put forth in the options.  All CE 
plans should be eliminated for this section of the fishery as well and mode split is unacceptable 
to me for the same reasons as above. 
 
3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected) 
 I am not in favor of mode splitting but if the Option is adopted, I favor Option B to only 
allow this measure for patrons of the for-hire trip.  Captains and crew would already benefit from 
this easement of these restrictions and should not be allowed to take any further advantage. 
 
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements 
 I support Option B to have more stringent and uniform requirements to provide proof for 
compliance with regulations.  Enforcement of regulations is already difficult enough without 
having undue ambiguity in harvest requirements. 
 
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options 
 I support Option B to reduce the commercial quota by 14.5%.  I am not pleased that this 
is the only available option under consideration currently.  Harvest averages over the past few 
years have shown that greater than 14.5% of the quota have not been utilized.  This means that 
utilization of the quota will likely increase but harvest numbers will remain unchanged.  I feel 
that all sectors of the fishery should be taking measures to decrease F and while this measure 
may stop increases in F it will not accomplish the contractions that are needed.   
 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates 
 I support Option B to allow board action rather than incurring the delays that accompany 
the current addendum process.  Once the 2024 assessment is released, assuming it reinforces the 
current downward stock trajectory, there will be no time to spare to get management actions 
implemented to meet the 2029 rebuild requirement.  While I believe it is positive to have public 
engagement and the time to evaluate options ahead of policy changes, I do not want that to be a 
hinderance to accomplishing the goals. 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these important decisions, 
 
Jason Avila 
73 Dr. Braley Rd. 
East Freetown MA 02717   



 

Chasing Dreams Sportfishing LLC 
Capt. Dave Bell 
4027 Bay Drive 
Middle River, MD 21220 
410.218.7713; dave@chasindreamssportfishing.com 
 
Subject: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II 
 
December 05, 2023 
 
To whom it may concern, 

As a Maryland Charter boat captain and small business owner I am writing with concern over the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC)- Striped Bass Draft Addendum II 

With respect to the Draft Addendum, my support is for Chesapeake Bay Recreational Option C2, which 
allows passengers to harvest two Striped Bass (Rockfish) while aboard a For-Hire charter boat operated 
by a Captain who is enrolled in Maryland DNR’s Fishing Activity & Catch Tracking System (FACTS). 

Some key points supporting this position: 

• On page 9 of Addendum II, it clearly states Chesapeake Bay for-hire removals decreased by 27% 
• Charter boats (for-hire) have participated in the FACTS reporting system for three years and are 
starting the fourth year. DNR has accurate numbers for our industry. We are accountable. 
• There are 377 for-hire eligible vessels that can catch two fish per person by participating in the FACTS 
reporting system. 
• Per the FACTS reporting system, for-hire boats caught 121,771 Striped Bass in 2020, 116,581 in 2021 
and 101,043 in 2022 (the last year for which we have complete seasonal data). These numbers show a 
17% reduction in catch from 2020 to 2022, which is largely attributed to the economy and reduced 
number of trips. 
• My customers will only continue to book Charters if they are able to catch two fish. Otherwise, my 
business will significantly decline. 
• The fishing season continues to be reduced each year. The season was previously six months and three 
weeks and two weeks of that have been just taken away. 
• Recreational catch and release mortality continues to be a huge problem and is not being addressed in 
the Addendum. 
• For-hire release mortality should be the same as commercial since only Captain and mate handle fish. 
• No targeting of female spawning fish should be allowed from January 1 through May 15 if the goal is to 
protect female breeders. Catch and release in January, February and March needs to end. 
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• Young of the Year data has become less reliable.  Some surveys are done in areas that are now overrun 
by Blue Catfish, causing little chance of producing juvenile fish.  Right now the Middle Bay has no 
collection sites. 
• Rockfish have changed their spawning areas and migrating patterns and Young of the Year collection 
surveys have not adapted to those changes. Additional sites need to be added. 
• The for-hire vessels need two fish per angler to remain in business. If reduced to one fish per person, 
our business will decline significantly, and will not recover.  
 
In the portion of the Chesapeake Bay where I live and operate my vessel, striped bass is the key target 
species.  Operating from Baltimore County Maryland, my options of species to fish include striped bass, 
blue catfish, and bottom fish (primarily perch and spot).  Losing access to customers of this key target 
species will shutter my business.  This has further implications to my surrounding community as it 
removes revenue to the marinas in the form of slip fees, maintenance, and fuel.  It impacts my local 
tackle shops supplying bait and tackle.   

At the end of the day, I support the actions needed to protect the striped bass.  I believe that as a 
community we can manage the population through the challenging times we face as stewards for the 
species.  I guess the rockfish and I are really one in the same.  I depend on the fish to continue to do 
what I was born to do, and the fish depends on me to manage for sustainability.  Without the rockfish 
there is no me, and without me there is no rockfish. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dave Bell 



ASMFC Public Comment Addendum II:      December 15, 2023 

 

My Name is Joe Bernat, and I would like to thank the New York State DEC and ASMFC for listening to our 
comments and ac�vely working towards reducing striped bass mortality and taking the required steps to 
rebuild the SSB to Target by 2029. 

As a recrea�onal surf fisherman and avid outdoorsman, I whole-heartedly support the op�ons noted 
below in an effort to maintain an abundant striped bass popula�on up and down the coast. Surf anglers 
are the first to feel the pain when the popula�on declines, and as a new father, I hope to be able to pass 
along the experience of surf fishing the Long Island coasts with my family for another genera�on.  It’s 
great to see the impact of the 2015 year class, and anglers on the beach catching these fish, with the 
majority being released, brings hope for a renewed popula�on into the future.  However, the runs we 
see that used to last for months are now condensed into weeks affec�ng the charter fleet, surfcasters 
and the tackle industry. 

I see this Addendum as a place holder for the 2024 stock Assessment and choose these op�ons: 

Ocean Recrea�onal Fishing Op�ons: 

Op�on B:  1 Fish @ 28-31” 

This will con�nue to protect the 2015 Year Class 

 

Chesapeake Bay Recrea�onal Fishing Op�ons: 

Op�on B1:  1 Fish @ 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay Jurisdic�ons 

 

Commercial Quota Reduc�ons Op�ons: 

Op�on B:  14.5% reduc�on for both Ocean and Bay Quotas 

 

Response to Stock Assessment: 

Op�on B:  Board Ac�on 

This will reduce the �me to it takes to lessen the impact to the popula�on 

 

Thank you for helping to maintain OUR resources for many years to come, 

Joe Bernat 

22 Roan Lane 

Riverhead, NY 11901  



December, 2023 
 
Ms. Emilie Franke, FMP Coordinator 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
1050 N. Highland Street 
Suite 200 A-N 
Arlington, VA 22201 
comments@asmfc.org 
efranke@asmfc.org  
 
Hello Emilie, 
 
Please find my comments below. Thank you. 
 
As to Fishery Status: 
I urge ASMFC to take the 14.5% reduction in removals needed to maintain the current 
rebuilding timeline and not delay reductions until the 2024 stock assessment update. Had a more aggressive 
option been available, I would have supported that, given the situation. 
 
As to Management Options:   
I urge ASMFC to only approve Addendum 2 with a package of measures that meet or exceed a 
50% probability of achieving the 14.5% reduction. 
 
As to Ocean Recreational Fishery Options:  
As to Option A Status Quo (28”-35” Slot Limit): 
• I oppose the status quo option. 
 
As to Option B (28” -31” slot limit): 
• I support Option B because it provides the best chance of meeting the 14.5% reduction. 
 
As to Option C (Split Mode – private anglers 28”- 31” slot & for-hire anglers 28”-33”): 
• To me “a recreational angler is a recreational angler” whether fishing from land, jetty, boat or other.  
• Any discussion of recreational mode splits should be an amendment level decision. Deep dive 
discussions of separate allocation, separate monitoring, separate data requirements, separate 
accountability measures and separate financial contributions must be had. 
• Regardless Option C provides less reduction in removals than Option B. 
• Trip preservation is NOT the reason Addendum 2 was initiated and I urge ASMFC to 
reject this option. (Another reason to reject trip preservation is education. Mode splits will discourage for-hire 
operators & customers from adapting business models & expectations of catch to the 
current state of the fishery.) 
 
As to Option D (30” -33” slot limit): I do not support it.  
• Option D only reduces mortality by 12.8% vs. 14.5% goal. 
 
As to Option E (Split Mode – private anglers 30”-33” slot & for-hire anglers 28”-33”): 
• I oppose this option for the same reasons I oppose Options C & D 
 
As to Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: 
• I support Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the 
same 2022 seasons because it meets the required 14.5% reduction goal. 
 
As to Commercial Quota Reduction Options: 
• I support a reduction of 14.5% to preserve the current rebuilding timeline. 
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• I support a reduction in the Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries of 14.5% to preserve 
the current rebuilding timeline. 
 
As to For-Hire Management Clarification, I support option A Status Quo 
• Option B is unenforceable and fails to advance the purpose of Addendum 2. 
 
As to Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements 
• I support Option A Status Quo. For Hire & private anglers face the same difficulties 
when it comes to local filet at the dock prohibitions. This document fails to provide 
justification that this option advances the purpose of Addendum 2. 
 
As to Response to Stock Assessment: I support Option B—Board Action. 
• I believe Recreational mode splits being placed into Addendum 2 with very little conservation 
benefit is wrong and prefer ASMFC to use emergency action for a quick response and then launch a formal 
Amendment 8 after the 2024 stock assessment. 
 
THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT! 
 
Regards, 
 















 
November 30, 2023 
 
Dear Ms. Franke, 
 
Please find below (and attached in a Word document for your convenience) my comments on the 
Striped Bass Draft Addendum II. 
 
This is a topic that is extremely important to me.  I have been an avid recreational striped bass 
angler since 1984.  Waters fished and following observations are primarily a result of shore 
angling in the states of Massachusetts, Maine, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New 
York.  During this time I have experienced a depleted resource in the early 1980's followed by a 
dramatic recovery in the 1990's due to implementation of stringent emergency harvest 
restrictions.  Now I have experienced the steady decline of the fishery that seemed to begin in the 
early 1990's and continues to today.  This decline clearly aligned with significantly reduced 
restrictions and increased harvest quotas, both for the recreational and commercial sectors. 
 
My specific comments are as follows: 
 

• The northeast striped bass fishery is an extremely important recreational resource.  The 
resource's extremely close proximity to such an enormous human population underscores 
its importance in recreational value, but also provides a substantial amount of complexity 
to traditional management techniques and practices.   Simply put, when populations are 
up and plenty of fish are being caught, many more recreational anglers potentially enter 
the equation due to increased success. 

• The management practice of "maximum sustainable yield" or trying to allow all sectors 
(recreational and commercial) to harvest as many fish as possible, while still maintaining 
population goals, is flawed.   

• Research has indicated, like many species, that striped bass recruitment is cyclical, based 
on a wide range of environmental conditions.  Allowing increased harvests of bass, 
especially important mature reproducing females,  during down cycles can only result in 
wild swings in overall population numbers that this resource has experienced. 

• It is nearly impossible to predict natural upticks or downward swings in the natural cyclic 
nature of the fish.  When these down cycles occur,  regulations cannot be adjusted fast 
enough to protect the species and unfortunately aggressive fishing can continue during 
these declines, with overfishing of the remaining population. 

• I feel the current emergency options proposed do not go far enough and should be 
more encompassing to protect reproducing fish.  

•  The striped bass fishery has experienced two dramatic recoveries over the past decades, 
once in the 1970's and again in the 1980's.  Both times the primary factor in each 
recovery has been limiting recreational harvest to one fish a day 36" or more, and no 
commercial harvest.  These measures allowed nature to respond, give breeding fish some 
"breathing room", and resulted in dramatic recoveries in a short period of time. 

• Please consider this proven approach to immediately facilitate the recovery of this 
resource.  



• Once the resource recovers, conservative harvest measures should be implemented to 
ensure dramatic swings in the population does not reoccur.  Don't worry about maximum 
sustainable yield or upsetting a few anglers (recreational or commercial).  Worry about 
striped bass, as the resource is far more valuable to society and many individual when 
swimming versus when harvested. 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to comment on this critically important resource, 
which is at a turning point in its future.  Your actions to protect for future generations are 
dependent on the actions you will take in the coming months.  Caution and a conservative 
approach to harvest is imperative. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Randy Carlson 
122 Glory Way 
Boalsburg, PA  16827 
814-933-2932 
rcalson96@gmail.com 
 



 



Patrick H. Cassidy
31 Alder Lane Harwich, MA 02645 508-246-3757 patrick@capecodonthefly.com

December 19, 2023

Emilie Franke
Fishery Management Plan Coordinator
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 North Highland Street, Suite 200A-N
Arlington, Virginia 22201
comments@asmfc.org

Re: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II

Dear commissioners and commission staff,

Thank you for accepting my comments on the latest proposed changes to the Interstate Fishery
Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass. I will summarize immediately below my preference (in bold)
for each of the enumerated choices available in the draft document for public comment, followed by
rationale for the same. As a precursor, choosing these options is the least that can and should be done to
protect this resource given the options presented, and likely falls short of the stated goal:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options Option B

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options Option B1

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected instead of 3.1.1
Option B or 3.1.2 Option B instead) Option B

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements Option B

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options Option B

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates Option B

So it’s options B all around for this guide, angler and owner of two small businesses that depend largely -
if not entirely - on a healthy striped bass population. Options A et al represent either a status quo that has
failed to meet the moment in rebuilding this crucial resource or appear catered to pressure from interests
vested only in killing more fish now rather than ensuring, or at the least aspiring to, a better collective
future.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: By way of background and full disclosure my charters are
made up primarily of fly fishers and I currently practice catch-and-release fishing only for striped bass.
This is not a moral stance on the killing of fish, as that would be a position ignorant of both
catch-and-release mortality and the truth of what fishing is from the perspective of the fish. As I consume
fish and other meat, including stripers caught commercially, I wouldn’t fool anyone, including myself, if I
claimed any high ground here. In fact, as much as I revere the species and each individual fish I
encounter, my decision to insist on catch-and-release is based as much on concern for the future of my
businesses. We know based on data collected for both tracking young-of-the-year and juvenile
recruitment, the near term future of a healthy, stratified striped bass population is in peril. The
phenomenal recent success fishing for 2015 class fish has been a reminder for anyone paying attention
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Patrick H. Cassidy
31 Alder Lane Harwich, MA 02645 508-246-3757 patrick@capecodonthefly.com

of what we will lose if we don’t take significant steps to reduce overall harvest, including both better
catch-and-release practices and the implementation of further limits on fish harvested intentionally. Any of
the other options in this section would either ignore the importance of giving the robust 2015 year class
fish another opportunity to spawn or simply act to mollify the for-hire sector in which I participate, without
significant benefit to its future success. I know I can’t speak for all of my brethren in this regard but I
personally prefer a healthy fishery in the long term rather than any potential short term gain through
special treatment. Additionally, enforcement of disparate slots would be presumptively problematic, as
has been highlighted during similar discussions among the board’s various committees and members. To
quote the Oct. 9, 2023 memorandum from the Plan Development Team: “Simple, straightforward
regulations are easier for the regulated community to understand and remember which is critical for
voluntary compliance. They are also more enforceable because violations of simple regulations are easier
to detect and to prove.” The most simple, straightforward regulation in this case is Option B.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: I grew up a few short miles from the Potomac River,
upstream from the Chesapeake Bay. I wish I had fished there more when I was a child but my parents
were originally from New York and we moved north while I was still young so my primary introduction to
stripers came via stories about the heady days when my father fished Montauk and fishing trips to Cape
Cod, where I now live, play and work. So, while I do not fish the Chesapeake or Montauk with any
regularity I feel tied - as do many striped bass anglers - to the entire coast stripers call home. These
regions are interconnected and interdependent. While I understand the rationale behind different
regulations for the bay and other areas that may not see the same size fish over the same time period we
enjoy farther north, it seems counterintuitive at this time to be even more liberal with regulations in the
very places where the survival of these fish is so important to the overall population, where they are, in
many ways, at their most vulnerable. The very least that should be done is to choose the most
conservative approach proposed, albeit still short of protections needed, including those beyond this
body’s control. For that within your control, a precautionary approach is the only rational course. Choose
Option B1.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): As stated, keep it
simple. Do not confuse anglers at this critical moment by allowing one group of individuals fishing
side-by-side another group to take more fish. If you choose to differentiate for whatever reason, don’t
compound the problem by allowing captain and crew of for-hire operations to take advantage of such an
allowance. The minimal benefit to them in the short term is counter to the long term success of the fishery
and the benefit accrued to everyone in the future. Providing an advantage on top of an advantage
disadvantages everyone.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: The draft document states it well enough. “Minimum
requirements for states that allow filleting would increase compliance.” It seems the only reason to
oppose minimum requirements would be if one were trying to get away with something. Choose Option B.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: I can support commercial striped bass fishing within the
confines of allotted quotas. The question that has yet to be dealt with, and won’t be here, is whether those
allotments continue to make sense based on the status of the fishery and preferential treatment of the
Chesapeake Bay commercial fleet, which accounts for an astounding 80 percent of all striped bass (in
number of fish) taken by commercial fishermen up and down the coast. In lieu of addressing that
important question and given the purpose of this amendment, the status quo is a non-starter as alluded to
in the draft document: “Status quo has a reduced probability to achieve the objective of this addendum.” It
seems clear that iterations of Option B share the same problem, i.e. a 0% reduction in quota is the
equivalent of the status quo of Amendment 7. Given the state of the fishery and the sporadic use of the
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full quota in any case, the board should choose the most conservative and aggressive approach of a
14.5% reduction in the quota. While this may not mean anything for the massive part the Chesapeake
Bay commercial fishery plays in this process, it is the most the commissioners can do given the options to
which you have limited yourselves in this area. Going forward the preponderance of commercial harvest
from the bay over the ocean should be considered a problem worth addressing, as should the bay fleet’s
inability to reach its quota in the first place. Regulations should track reality and the reality is the bay
commercial fleet takes more than its fair share of a shrinking pie even though effort and/or availability fail
to equal regulatory allowances. In the absence of action in this area, the ocean commercial fleet is left
holding the proverbial bag, an unfair if necessary outcome.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates: Nobody is more in favor of a fully transparent and public
process than me. That being said, decisive management action is sometimes needed given the lag in
available scientific data and a misalignment with typical management processes. The board’s emergency
action in 2022 was an admirable example of why allowing the board to take action in lieu of the
addendum process can be vital to meeting the challenge of a sometimes unexpected increase in pressure
on striped bass populations. Choose Option B. That being said, this ability must not be abused and
language should be included to restrict it from being used to liberalize regulations. Any such liberalization
should track the regular addendum process, recognizing the difference between a response necessary to
preserve the fishery for all and one designed to appease one sector or another.

Regardless of the actions chosen through this addendum, it seems a paltry response to the problem at
hand, i.e. the inevitable regression of what was once heralded a historic conservation success story.
Please continue to work toward achieving a fully recovered stock within the required timeframe. Thank
you for your attention in this matter.

Tight lines,

Patrick Cassidy
508-246-3757
patrick@capecodonthefly.com
capecodonthefly.com

Cape Cod on the Fly is catch and release only for striped bass.

cc: Mike Armstrong, Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries
Raymond Kane, Cape Cod Commercial Fishermen’s Alliance
Massachusetts Rep. Sarah Peake
Rick Jacobson, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
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December 22, 2023 
 
Ms. Emilie Franke 
Atlan�c States Marine Fisheries Commission 
1050 North Highland Street, Suite 200A-N 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
RE: Addendum II to AMD 7 Striped Bass FMP 
 
Dear Ms. Franke, 
 
My name is Dennis Dillon, and I am a RI Party and Charter Boat Associa�on member. I have 
been in the for-hire industry since 1972. I recommend Addendum II to AMD 7 to the Striped 
Bass FMP. 
 
I support Op�on C.  1 fish at 28" to 31" with 2022 seasons for private vessel/offshore anglers 
fish at 28" to 33" with the 2022 seasons for the for-hire mode. The very narrow slot the for-hire 
industry striper regs of this past season has affected my business. There were days that I caught 
and released many stripers, but my customers went home with nothing for their families. That is 
not good business. 
 
If trying to run my business under the slot of this past season wasn't bad enough, I also had to 
endure the debacle of the commercial fisherman catching and keeping the fish my customers 
and I had to throw back. The commercial boys were catching and keeping 5 fish over 34 inches 
during specific periods while I was catching and releasing all fish over 31". My customers 
witnessed this and were not pleased, saying, "That's not fair!". I agree.  
It is not fair and not good business. 
 
Of course, the other thing that smacks of unfairness is that the regs for striped bass fisheries are 
unequal from one state to another. During the spring, summer, and fall, my customer base 
spans the states from Maine to Maryland.  
When my mate and I start chucking stripers back into the water, it is difficult to hear, "That's not 
how it is in my state." I support the coastwide management of Striped Bass. Anything other 
than that is not good business. 
 
Sec�on 3.1.4 Fille�ng Allowance Requirements must be le� alone for the for-hire industry. I 
support Op�on A Status Quo:  No requirement in the Interstate FMP for Atlan�c Striped Bass 
related to sea/shoreside fille�ng. Any restric�on of fille�ng at sea only adds a burden to the 
men and women who are working on the boat because if a mate must wait un�l the boat 
returns to the dock at the end of the day and then begin fille�ng, then that adds 1 to 2 hours to 
their day! 
 
Fille�ng at sea restric�ons by fisheries managers is either ignorance or indifference to the way a 
typical 8-hour workday on the water of a for-hire vessel operates, e.g., You depart the dock at 5 



AM, steam out to fishing grounds, catch fish, fillet fish while steaming back to port, arrive dock 
at 1 PM, send clients home, clean equipment, and boat. By not allowing fille�ng at sea, you 
have taken the hour-and-a-half steam back to port out of the day and added it to the end of the 
day. That is not fair to the clients, captains, or mates.  
It's not good business. 
 
Sec�on 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates. I support Op�on A. Status Quo: the Board 
would ini�ate and develop an addendum to consider adjus�ng management measures. The 
Emergency Ac�on process is inappropriate for an industry that begins booking for the upcoming 
season in January! Changing fishery regula�ons during the middle of a season hurts the for-hire 
industry. Clients book a boat for a par�cular fishery with a specific size and bag limit in mind.  
When that is changed, the captain has to no�fy the client of the change ahead of �me. O�en, 
the client will cancel the trip. That is not good business.   
 
As I men�oned in this leter, many issues are not good business. The for-hire boats are a 
business. As such, they must be considered separate from recrea�onal and commercial 
regula�ons. There is a need for the for-hire industry to have its category, keeping in mind that 
we are a significant contributor to tourism in whatever state we operate.   
 
Respec�ully, 
Captain Denny Dillon 
Captain Denny Dillon 
f/v Persuader II 
Narraganset, RI 



 Christopher  B.  Doggett 

 Post  Office  Box  203 

 Hamilton,  MA  01936 

 November  18,  2023 

 Emilie  Franke 

 FMP  Coordinator 

 1050  N.  Highland  St. 

 Suite  200  A-N 

 Arlington,  Virginia  22201 

 Dear  Ms.  Franke, 

 I’m  writing  in  response  to  the  ASMFC’s  recent  announcements  regarding  the  desire  to  receive  input 

 regarding  the  Draft  Addendum  II  to  Amendment  7  to  the  Interstate  Fishery  Management  Plan  for 

 Atlantic  Striped  Bass. 

 I’m  an  avid  and  life-long  recreational  fisherman  who  cares  deeply  about  the  future  of  striped  bass  –  as 

 well  as  menhaden  and  other  forage  fish  species  they  depend  on  –  and  I  recognize  that  near-term 

 sacrifice  is  necessary  to  ensure  a  robust  striped  bass  fishery,  for  the  coming  years  and  our  next 

 generation. 

 As  such,  I  strongly  recommend  and  respectfully  request  that  the  ASMFC  Board  choose  the  following 

 options  from  the  Draft  Addendum  II  to  Amendment  7  to  the  Interstate  Fishery  Management  Plan  for 

 Atlantic  Striped  Bass: 

 ●  Recreational  Ocean:  Option  B  –  28-31”  slot  for  all  modes  (14.1%  reduction  in  total  removals) 

 ●  Recreational  Chesapeake  Bay:  B2  –  19-24”  slot  (15.9%  reduction) 

 ●  Commercial  Fishery:  Option  B  –  14.5%  reduction 

 ●  Stock  Assessment  Response:  Option  B  –  Board  Action 

 ●  Implementation  Dates:  Immediate  Action  (as  soon  as  possible) 

 Please  also  know  that  I  represent  one  of  many  such  recreational  anglers  who  cares  deeply  about  the 

 health  of  the  striped  bass  fishery  who  is  unable  to  attend  one  of  your  public  hearings  (many  of  whom 

 you  may  not  hear  directly  from).  We  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  provide  input  and  strongly  urge  the 

 ASFMC’s  board  to  take  immediate  and  decisive  action  to  ensure  that  the  stock  is  rebuilt  by  the  2029 

 target  date. 

 Sincerely, 

 Christopher  B.  Doggett 
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December 21, 2023 

Emilie Franke 

Fishery Management Plan Coordinator 

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 

1050 North Highland Street, Suite 200A-N 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 

Dear Ms. Franke and members of the ASMFC Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board: 

 

I am writing you today regarding the Draft Addendum II for Striped Bass for which I have 
comments below on the management options the ASMFC Board has made available to the public 
to review. Before I get into my selections, I do want to clearly state that I think this document 
does a poor job of trying to swiftly rebuild the overfished striped bass stock soon before it could 
collapse again. These options are all focused on creating new special carve outs that benefit the 
for-hire and commercial fishing sectors ability to harvest more bass while disregarding the 
current state of the fishery and it’s more dire future. Nobody in any angling group needs to be 
harvesting more stripers now and I am very disappointed to see this be the focus of discussion 
for the ASMFC Board and Technical Committee in this Addendum. Below are my selections: 

 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options 
• Option B. 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 seasons (all modes) 
• This narrow slot limit should be retained for several years to fully protect the last strong 

2015 year class, especially considering the recent poor spawns/juvenile recruitment in 
both the Chesapeake and Hudson stocks. This tight slot limit is protecting many stripers. 
 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options 
• Option B, B1 (23” Max). Apply a standard minimum size limit, maximum size limit, 

and bag limit to the Bay jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons. 
• The Chesapeake is the most productive nursery in the entire world for striped bass and it 

does not need to be the place where young, immature fish are heavily harvested before 
they spawn or run the coast. The coastal fishery has a narrow slot, so the Bay should also 
have a consistently narrow slot limit to reduce harvest and protect larger spawning 
females. This option also has a significantly larger reduction in overall harvest compared 
to other maximum size options proposed for the slot range. 
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3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected) 
• Option B. For-hire management measures apply only to patrons during a for-hire trip; 

captain and crew during a for-hire trip are subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits. 
• I do not understand why the ASMFC is so focused on the for-hire sector so much when 

they represent a small sliver of all the stakeholders in the fishery. They are recreational 
anglers themselves who take recreational anglers on recreational fishing trips. 
 

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements 
• Option B. For states that authorize at-sea/shore-side filleting of striped bass, establish 

minimum requirements, including requirements for: racks to be retained; skin to be left 
intact; and possession to be limited to no more than two fillets per legal fish.  

• It is important racks are retained to reduce poaching of over or under slot sized fish since 
a fillet cannot be used to determine the fishes total length, especially on for-hire and 
commercial fishing boats. Poaching is a serious issue nowadays and game wardens need 
every tool possible to catch and punish offenders who keep illegal sized striped bass. 
 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options 
• Option B. The ocean commercial fisheries and/or Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries 

will be managed by quotas representing up to a 14.5% reduction from their 2022 quotas 
with their 2022 size limits. 

• Reducing quota does nothing to ensure the actual total harvest or fishing mortality will be 
reduced. This is a very poor option that I am disappointed is the only decent choice 
available. ASMFC should have made this a reduction in total catch/landings (lbs), 
reduced sized limits or shortened seasons as these measures actually decrease fishing 
mortality which is what needs to happed to rebuild the fishery before it collapses again. 
 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates 
• Option B. The Board could respond via Board action where the Board could change 

management measures by voting to pass a motion at a Board meeting. 
• I am choosing this option hoping it will expedite thoughtful management actions for 

striped bass since the stock is in such a poor state. It does not seem to matter if the public 
comments on Board actions. The Board seems to do what it wants independent of what 
our letters, comments and feedback ask for. For example, with Amendment 7 over 98% 
of the thousands of comments from anglers were in support of conservation and 
abundance focused management options yet here we are reviewing Addendum II and it is 
all harvest based choices with mode split options for certain groups to harvest more bass. 
This is unacceptable and shows how little the ASMFC Board considers public comments. 
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I want to close with two excerpts from an ASMFC management plan titled “Atlantic Striped 
Bass: Stock Status and the Recreational Fishery” written by R. Anne Richards and David G. 
Deuel and published in 1987. These quotes are from the “Future Conditions” section at the end: 

“Despite the variable nature of production of striped bass, the quality of fishing could 
be maintained at a more consistent level if fishing mortality were lower than in the 
recent past. Lower mortality would extend the harvest of a dominant year class over a 
larger number of years, thus reducing fluctuations in harvest.”  

ASMFC managers in the past seemed to better understand the sensitive nature of striped bass 
biology and fishing, combined. Recent recruitment failures in both the Chesapeake and Hudson 
stocks are extremely alarming and will hit us all very hard very soon. Reducing harvest now and 
keeping it lower long term will preserve the fishery to the benefit of the striped bass and improve 
the fishing to the benefit of all striper anglers. We cannot continue to pray for well-timed Spring 
rains for good spawns, or hope the plankton levels are just “right” in the Bays for the juveniles or 
that the climate will do what we wish it to do. It is time to stop with these foolish overly hopeful, 
voodoo-like games we can’t control and get down to solving the real issue here. The stock is 
over fished because of overfishing and harvest needs to be drastically reduced to rebuild the 
stock and then harvest must be limited long term to sustain good fishing everyone benefits from.  

 “Future management will need to be more restrictive than in the past to avoid repeating 
the experience of the 1970s.” 

This came from the final sentence of the report that was written by your agency during the last 
stock collapse and it is ASMFC who is solely responsible for the striped bass being currently 
overfished again, just 35 years later. The ASMFC as a whole must do a better job of listening to 
it’s recreational anglers comments and focus on rebuilding a balanced sustainable fishery that 
does not just continue to boom and bust every few decades from short sighted management 
decisions. We do not need any mode splitting, we need to be doing what’s best for the fishery. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Addendum II. I will be watching what comes next 
for striped bass and hope to see more conservation focused management decisions that increases 
abundance of this incredible fish throughout the Atlantic Ocean. I am very anxious to see what 
the 2024 stock assessment will reveal… 

 

Warm regards, 

 

 

Eric Malone 

New York 



 
 

 

Grey Owl Analytics - Davidsonville, MD - info@greyowlanalytics.com 

Date: December 17, 2023 
 
Comments to: 
Ms. Emilie Franke, 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission,  

- Atlantic striped bass Draft Addendum II 

 

Subject: Comments - Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 

 

For your consideration, we provide comment to the Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery 
Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass.  
 
Apart from the 2015-year class, habitat degradation in the Chesapeake breeding grounds has contributed to a decade of weak 
and failed spawns. The stock was declared overfished in 2019. The Chesapeake continues to be overfished by both 
recreational and commercial sectors, particularly in localized zones in Maryland waters. In addition to the rampant overfishing 
in the recreational sector, a three-million-pound Chesapeake Bay commercial quota further reduces the core breeding stock.  
 
Many businesses rely on an abundant, healthy, and age-diverse striped bass stock. To rebuild the stock by 2029, substantial 
reductions must be taken across both sectors. In particular, the 2015-year class must be protected to provide a pathway to 
success in the rebuilding plan. Importantly, key aspects of the Chesapeake habitat are permanently changed will continue to 
negatively affect the fishery. Now and for the near future, the only management tool left available to protect the stock is an 
immediate reduction in harvest to align mortality rates with the parlous state of the (declining?) fishery.  
 
A wide range of options are presented in Addendum II. Of these, we recommend the following: 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options:  
Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes) 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:  
Option B1—1 fish per angler, per day, at 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions following the 2022 seasons. 
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:  
Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas. 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment:  
Option B—Board Action.  
 
The ASMFC must seek new ways to address and eliminate overages, particularly in Maryland waters, or the stock will continue 
to decline. To achieve mandated management goals, the striped bass board must respond quickly and effectively to the 
dynamic changes which are impacting the striped bass stock. The future of the fishery depends on decisive action.  
 

Sincerely, 

Mark Eustis, 

Managing Director.  



Bonnie Sue Charter’s, LLC 

 
 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, 
 
    My Name is Cindy Evans and I’m a US Coast Guard 
licensed Master Captain. I help run a Charter Fishing Business 
“Bonnie Sue Charters, LLC”. Charter boats are small 
businesses and survive on fishing.  
 
    Over the past few years our industry has lost 7 weeks of our 
season. It is important for our business to have Option C2, 
which would allow the customers on our Charter boats to keep 
2 striped bass per person. If we’re not allowed to keep 2 
striped bass per person it will put me and a lot of Charter 
boats out of business. 
 
     I also believe if we are going to loose our trophy season we 
should prohibit catch and release season from January 
through May 15 so these big fish can spawn undisturbed! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Captain Cindy Evans 
911 Hillside Ave. 
Edgewater, Md. 21037  
 



December 21, 2023 
 
 
Emilie Franke 
FMP Coordinator 
1050 N Highland St., Suite 200 A-N  
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
Re: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II 
 
Dear Ms. Franke and Members of the Striped Bass Board, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Addendum II to Amendment 7 of the Interstate 
Fisheries Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass. 
 
I am a for-hire operator based in Maine doing business as Gillies & Fallon Guide Service, LLC. I 
also run trips in Massachusetts in the spring and fall. 2024 will be my 20th year guiding striped 
bass charters. 
 
As the Maine Board Members are aware, our inshore for-hire fleet is almost wholly dependent 
upon striped bass. Unlike most states to our south, we don’t have other species to target¾at 
least ones that generate paying trips. An abundance of striped bass is essential to the survival 
of my business, and I urge the Striped Bass Board to take every possible step to return us to a 
path of meeting the rebuilding target by 2029. 
 
Specifically: 
 
Section 3.1.1 - Ocean Recreational Fishery - Option B. We need to take every possible 
measure to protect the 2015 year class and reduce mortality across all year classes as much as 
possible. We also need all anglers on the recreational side of the fishery to participate equally 
in this effort. A mode split is not appropriate at this time. Additionally, while the projected 
reduction in mortality is only 0.1% greater under Option B, we ended up initiating this 
Addendum based upon actual harvest significantly exceeding previous projections. I realize that 
for-hire mortality makes up a small portion of the overall recreational mortality, but given the 
current state of the fishery, we need every little bit of reduction if we have any hope of 
reaching our 2029 goal. 
 

Sec7on 3.1.2 - Chesapeake Bay Recrea7onal Fishery -- Op7on B1. Overall projected mortality 
reduc_on of -22.4% is significantly beaer than all the other op_ons in this sec_on. We can’t 
afford anything less. We can’t ignore five consecu_ve year class failures in Maryland when we 
consider appropriate op_ons for the Bay fishery. The current mode-specific bag limit split in 
Maryland must end. 
 



Sec7on 3.1.3 - For-Hire Management Clarifica7on - Op7on B. If we do end up with any type of 
mode split, bag and size limits must only apply to patrons, as the argument of those in favor of 
the split is that they stand to lose patrons if they don’t have greater opportunity for harvest for 
their patrons. We’re not talking about a situa_on similar to a mode split for bluefish bag limit 
that doesn’t differen_ate between patron and captain/crew as bluefish serve as an important 
source of live bait in a number of for-hire fisheries. 
 
Sec7on 3.1.4 – Recrea7onal Fille7ng Allowance Requirements - Op7on B. Aid enforcement 
and make the rules more consistent across all the states. 
 
Sec7on 3.2.1 - Commercial Quota Reduc7on - Op7on B with quota reduc7on of 14.5%. 
Again, we must take every available op_on to reduce mortality as much as possible to get us 
back on track towards rebuilding target by 2029. The quota reduc_on of 14.5% should not 
reduce any jurisdic_ons’ required “payback” for overharvest in 2022. 
 
Sec7on 3.3 – Response to Stock Assessment Updates - Op7on B. I’m confident that all 
stakeholders have ample opportunity to provide comment to the Board as a whole and to 
individual members. We can’t afford addi_onal delay. 
 
I haven’t spoken with anyone involved in this fishery who is op_mis_c about the 2024 stock 
assessment. As individual Board Members, if you share these concerns about the news that this 
next assessment will bring us, I urge you to make the most conserva_ve choices available in 
Addendum II. 
 
On a separate, procedural note: I urge the Commission to adopt a requirement that all public 
hearings include an op_on for virtual par_cipa_on. It’s wonderful to once again be offering in-
person aaendance op_ons to stakeholders but we exclude meaningful par_cipa_on when states 
require in-person aaendance to par_cipate. I realize this policy change isn’t the responsibility of 
the Striped Bass Board, but surely could be driven by Striped Bass Board Members. 
 
Respecfully, 
 
Peter 
 
Capt. Peter Fallon 
Gillies & Fallon Guide Service, LLC 
824 Main Rd 
Phippsburg, ME 04562 
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Emilie Franke, Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 

1050 N Highland Street Suite 200A-N  

Arlington, VA 22201  

Dear Ms. Franke,  

My name is Bob Flynn, I am president of the Deale Captains Association and 

owner of Vickie Ann Charters. I also represent 625 of my charter customers’ 

interests. I am writing to you today with my concerns about the upcoming 

changes to the Striped Bass fishing regulations. Particularly, how it affects the 

fishing regulations in the Chesapeake Bay.  

I would like to express my support for Option C2, which allows charter customers 

to keep two fish. The reason this is so important to our business is that our 

customers will not come out to fish with us for only one fish. They feel that it is 

not worth their time or money to charter a boat to keep just one fish. If we lose 

the ability for our customers to keep two fish it will affect our business in a very 

negative way, up to and including, putting us out of business. This will not only 

affect our businesses but will also negatively impact the communities we live and 

work in. Ice vendors, bait shops, hotels, restaurants and other supporting 

industries in our State will also suffer from the loss of revenue generated by our 

business and the tourism it attracts.  

The charter boat industry in Maryland’s Chesapeake Bay has been reducing its 

Striped Bass harvest each year. This can be checked using the FACTS system data 

that has been collected for the past three seasons. Our fishing season continues 

to be reduced each year. We had a season spanning six months and three weeks, 

but two weeks of that has just been taken away. This does not look like it will be 

the last cut.  
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This is all being done to conserve the large breeding fish. I understand that. 

However, we also need to consider other changes to truly protect and correctly 

assess the breeding stock. The ban on targeting of these fish should be from 

January 1st to May 15th. This should apply to all groups of fishermen; Commercial, 

Charter and Recreational. If our goal is to protect these large breeding fish, then 

let’s do that. If we only close the season partially Anglers will target these fish for 

catch and release. This will result in fish death due to stress from poorly executed 

releases and loss of the ability to breed, both being contrary to the purpose of 

our cutbacks.  

Regarding assessment of the breeding stock, I would appreciate your 

consideration on concerns we with how the Young of the Year data is compiled. 

The areas where the samples are drawn are overrun with invasive species which 

is preventing an accurate assessment. We would like to see other sites added to 

the collection site list to get a more accurate picture. The middle bay has no 

collection site but is one of the areas where Striped Bass Spawning occurs every 

season. This would help everyone involved to have better faith in the data 

compiled.  

Please take our concerns into consideration when making your decisions.  

 

Captain Bob Flynn 

PRESIDENT DEALE CAPTAINS ASSOCIATION, VICKIE ANN CHARTERS 

 

  





December 15, 2023 
 
Emilie Franke  
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission  
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N  
Arlington VA. 22201 
 
Dear Ms. Franke: 
 
I am writing to comment on the proposed Addendum 2 to Amendment 7 to the Interstate 
Fishery Management Plan for the Atlantic Striped Bass. I am a recreational catch-and-
release angler who lives in Connecticut and fishes for striped bass throughout its range 
in the northeast. I am strongly in favor of management initiatives that will increase the 
long-term abundance of striped bass. I am strongly opposed to any addendum that 
would increase fishing mortality and\or decrease the likelihood that the striped bass 
population will achieve the spawning stock biomass target by 2029. Please note that I 
gave verbal testimony at the Maine virtual hearing on 12/14. I would encourage each 
state to hold virtual hearings in the interest of fairness and accessibility. 
  
To that end, I support the following management options in Addendum 2: 
 
3.1 Recreational Fishery Management 
3.1.1: I support option B: a slot of 28-31” for all modes (no mode split).  
3.1.2: I support option b1: a slot of 19-23” for all modes (no mode split). 
3.1.3: n/a 
3.1.4: I support option B: establish minimum requirements for fish processing. 
 
3.2 Commercial Fishery Management 
3.2.1. I support option B: reduction of up to 14.5% of quota—preferably on the 
average harvest rather than the pre-existing quota. 
 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates 
3.3: I support option B: board action when stock is not projected to rebuild by 
2029. 
 
It is my sincere hope that the ASMFC acts in the best interests of current and future 
anglers by choosing management options that increase the abundance of striped bass. 
. 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Todd Forrest, Ridgefield, Connecticut 



Tom Fote’s 
Testimony on Addendum II to the Striped Board 

 
I attended NJ’s virtual striped bass hearing on November 15th.  There was not a lot of support for what ASMFC 
is doing with striped bass.  The testimony that night was a shorter version of my testimony below.  I did not 
comment on the options then and I will not comment on them now since they are totally unacceptable.  Paul 
Haertel will be commenting on JCAA’s position on the options.  I think we should go back to 28 – 35 but that is 
not listed as an option. Here are the reasons why: I have 45 years of experience in Striped Bass Management, I 
have been attending Striped Bass Board Meetings for 37 years, since 1991, even before I was appointed to 
ASMFC.  Since I was first appointed to ASMFC I attended almost 23 years as NJ Governor’s Appointee and 6 
years as NJ Legislative Proxy.  I retired in June and there is no one presently attending that has been there as 
long as I have been.   
1. The reductions are being proposed because of a lack of recruitment.  It is not the size of the spawning 
stock biomass but environmental conditions that are having a negative impact on the recruitment especially in 
Chesapeake Bay.  That is what I have been saying for years.  Any manager on ASMFC knows that. But to placate 
the people who believe “the sky is falling” the managers continue to restrict the recreational catch. 
2. The commissioners stated a few years ago that they want to protect the 2015 year class but they did just 
the opposite by putting in slot limits that targeted that specific class.  Again, history tells us what they should 
have done was the same thing we did when we rebuilt the stocks in the 80’s and 90’s.  At that time, we had a 
great year class coming up and we were counting on that year class to rebuild the stock.  What we did was raise 
the size limit to keep protecting that specific year class from being harvested.  The last two addendums have 
targeted the 2015 years class they claim to be protecting.  If we were doing this right, we would have kept raising 
the recreational size limit to 36 inches or above to stop harvesting that year class.  The commercial fishery should 
be at the same high level.  That is not what we have been doing.  Why have we not learned from experience?   
3. What is proposed in this addendum is having separate size limits for party and charter boats and leaving 
the remains of the recreational community to fish on a much smaller slot.  This is really an environmental justice 
issue.  I assume this is against NJ law.  The Governor and our Legislature has confirmed their commitment to 
regulations that consider environmental justice.  We should consider suing if this comes to pass.  
4. Years ago, when the striped bass board was meeting on Amendment 5, Bruce Freeman and I had to leave 
the meeting early to catch an 8 PM flight.  When we left, the NY delegation proposed to eliminate the Delaware 
River and the Hudson River as producing areas.  NJ was not consulted.  Virginia, Maryland and Potomac River 
all agreed.  This was also supported by other states that did not want specific regulations on their producing 
areas.  This change only restricted NJ, Pennsylvania, Delaware and New York.  Since New York didn’t have a 
commercial fishery in the Hudson River due to PCBs, this served their needs as well.  NJ realized we were being 
disadvantaged and we tried to make the change at the next board meeting and put Delaware and Hudson Rivers 
back as producing areas.  Because we were trying to reverse a position taken at a previous meeting, we would 
need a 2/3 vote.  We were unable to get that since many other states were advantaged by the earlier decision.  
New Jersey never proposed to manage the producing areas differently than the ocean.  But we wanted to have 
credit for what we were producing.  This had an interesting impact on how we allocated the 25% of the coastal 
fishery to the producing areas. 
5. How do we allocate the ocean striped bass fisheries based on 1990s information?  The states that fish in 
ocean waters get 75% of the quota of the migratory stock since the Striped Bass Technical Committee estimates 
mature striped bass spend 25% of their time in the producing areas and the rest in the ocean.  When the addendum 
was passed to eliminate the Delaware and Hudson Rivers as producing areas, the Chesapeake Bay producing 
areas got the entire 25% for their use.  That was many years ago when we were estimating that 75% of the coastal 
migratory stocks were coming from the Chesapeake and only 25% from the other producing areas.  The Delaware 
River had just started recuperating from the oxygen block from Camden and Philadelphia sewer systems.  The 
stocks in the Delaware River have risen significantly.  The Hudson River has always been a good producing area 
and has not seen the recruitment problems the Chesapeake Bay is currently experiencing.  Tagging studies in the 
last 10 years have shown that at least 40% of the coastal migratory stock is coming from areas other than the 
Chesapeake Bay.  We can use DNA from the Hudson River stock to prove where certain fish come from.  Because 



of the canal between Delaware and Maryland, there is a greater mixing of stocks in the two producing areas.  If 
you contribute less, you should get less.  We are allowing the Chesapeake Bay to get credit for 25% of the coastal 
migratory stock as if they were producing 100% of the coastal migratory stock.  If you think about this, they are 
hammering their coastal migratory stock harder than they should be since the 25% should be reduced by 30 or 
40%.  As I pointed out in this document, in the past 10 – 12 years, the other producing areas are contributing 
40% of the migratory stock.  The quota for the Chesapeake Bay leads to overharvesting there.  I recommend we 
cut their use of the ocean quota by at least 30%.  This would better reflect what is currently happening and give 
a better chance for a higher recruitment in the Chesapeake Bay.   
6. Because of climate change and other conditions in the Chesapeake Bay, I think other areas are producing 
a greater percentage of the striped bass.  Because of the warming of the water, this may continue to increase.  I 
have been waiting to see what happens to the stocks in the Kennebeck River since that has always been 
considered a producing area.  It is also interesting to see if Connecticut’s waters are becoming producing areas.  
We know that Canada is having a problem with wild Atlantic Salmon being eaten by striped bass and that may 
indicate more production further north.  We need to do the necessary research to find out what is happening with 
the coastal migratory stocks and not just continue to see the Chesapeake Bay as the only producing area.  At the 
last striped bass board meeting I attended as a commissioner, I requested we include Delaware and Hudson 
Rivers as producing areas.  I wasn’t a commissioner at the August meeting and I didn’t attend because of health 
problems.  There was no one there to champion that cause.  Why am I not surprised.   
7. One of the biggest problems we are having with striped bass is hook and release mortality.  It has been 
as high as 51% of the overall mortality including both the commercial and recreational fisheries.  No where in 
this addendum does it address this issue.  Could it be that the catch and release anglers are dead set against even 
discussing this issue?  I found it extremely interesting that a release by Stripers Forever included this quote in 
the Striper Forever Action release on 11/15/23:  “To be honest, we still believe that an equitable (commercial 
and recreational) harvest moratorium is the most efficient and fool proof way to rebuild the Striped Bass stock 
to abundance.”  Why was I not surprised?  I helped start Stripers Forever and was the first vice president.  After 
a few years I resigned because they were becoming elitist, just wanting catch and release and not considering 
subsistence fishermen.  The catch and release guys know they have been able to stop seasons being put in and 
they continue to fish even if there is a moratorium.  They will say they are fishing for bluefish or another species 
with their light tackle and causing the same fish catch and release mortality.  They are selfish and don’t care 
about the rest of the community.  They have no regard for subsistence fishermen and everyday anglers who just 
want to take home a fish for dinner.  They want to privatize the catch and release fishery for their enjoyment or 
their customers while eliminating everyone else.  Years ago, at a meeting with a number environmental groups, 
as we were introducing ourselves, the ASA representative stated that there were 40 million anglers in the United 
States.  One of the representatives from an environmental group stated the reason we had so many recreational 
anglers was because the United States is a rich country.  When I had a chance, I said the reason we have 40 
million anglers is not because we are rich but because the fish do not belong to the royalty or the wealthy.  The 
fish belong to the public.  The catch and release anglers seem to have forgotten that.   
 
In closing, on paper this addendum looks like it will accomplish something but in reality it will just make things 
worse.  It will needlessly penalize both the commercial and recreational fisheries without protecting the long-
term health of the striped bass stocks.  I can’t believe we strayed this far from the original plan.   
 
Sincerely 
Tom Fote  
Release for Tomorrow  
<@((((((><  <@((((((><  <@((((((><  
22 Cruiser Court  
Toms River NJ 08753  
<tfote@JCAA.org>  
Phone        732-270-9102   Cell            732-598-7669 



Emilie Franke 
FMP Coordinator 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 1050 N. Highland Street Suite 200 Arlington, 
Virginia 22201  

4/17/23 
RE: Initiating an Addendum to Ensure the Striped Bass Stock Successfully Rebuilds by 2029  

Dear Ms. Franke,  

The American Saltwater Guides Association (ASGA) is a coalition of fishing guides, fishing 
related businesses, and conservation minded private anglers. Our members on the Atlantic coast 
are reliant on a healthy population of striped bass. ASGA has engaged on every striped bass 
management issue in a meaningful and productive manner since our inception. Today, we 
believe that the striped bass fishery is at an inflection point: if action is not taken at the upcoming 
May meeting, the stock will not rebuild by 2029 and drastic measures may become warranted.  

I am a recreational fisherman from Middletown, RI.  I have been fishing the coastal and offshore 
waters off RI and neighboring states for over 40years.  I have taught my son who is 16 now how 
to fish responsibly and to understand why it is important to have fishing regulations that protect 
the species we enjoy fishing.  We discuss why there needs to be a unified set of regulations on 
migratory species like the Striped Bass.  He completely understands that these fish are traveling 
across several state waterways twice a year, and are subjected to fishing pressures throughout 
their entire journey.   

It is clear that some areas experienced excellent striped bass fishing last year. The good fishing 
translated into over 35 million pounds of striped bass harvested coastwide . ASGA had deep 
concerns that the slot limit would fully exploit the robust 2015-year class. These concerns are 
now a reality. The 2015-year class is the last robust recruitment year. While the 2017 and 2018- 
year classes are average, there are four consecutive years of the lowest recruitment in recent 
history following. This leaves the stock and those that depend on a healthy striped bass 
population in a very dangerous place.  

Amendment 7, which was just approved and implemented in May 2022, clearly states that the 
stock must be rebuilt within 10 years (Striped bass was declared overfished in 2019 thus the 
rebuilding deadline is 2029).  

2.7.2 Stock Rebuilding Schedules  

If at any time the Atlantic striped bass population is declared overfished and rebuilding needs to 
occur (as specified in Section 4.1 Management Triggers), the Board will determine the 
rebuilding schedule at that time. The only limitation imposed under Amendment 7 is that the 
rebuilding schedule is not to exceed 10 years.  

The current rebuilding plan has failed. The 2022 MRIP harvest numbers showed that harvest 
doubled and decreased the probability of rebuilding to 14%. The probability is considerably 



lower if commercial transfers are approved as per the Technical Committee meeting on March 
30th. This is unacceptable to our community and clearly violates Amendment 7’s rebuilding 
provisions. Taking a correction now is far better than draconian measures in a few years.  

1 Personal communication from the National Marine Fisheries Service, Fisheries Statistics Division April 12, 2023. 2 

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission. Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fisheries Management Plan for 
Atlantic Striped Bass. May 2022. https://asmfc.org/uploads/file/63cb1c52AtlStripedBassAm7_May2022.pdf  

 

Delaying action in May would represent a complete failure of the Striped Bass Management 
Board to address known issues with the striped bass rebuilding plan.  

We are asking only that the Striped Bass Management Board follow the rules it established. A 
new rebuilding plan that has a minimum of a 50% chance of success must be initiated, and those 
regulations need to be in place by the 2024 season.  

ASGA and the undersigned anglers, fishing guides, and businesses are calling on the 
Striped Bass Management Board to initiate Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Interstate 
Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass, ensuring the striped bass stock 
successfully rebuilds by 2029.  

We stand by what ASGA is proposing and hope the Striped Bass Management Board will 
make the best decisions for the health and longevity of the Atlantic Striped Bass. 

Sincerely,  

 

Jim and Bruce Gibson 

 



George Loomis 
437 Barbers Pond Road 

West Kingston, RI  02892 
 
December 22, 2023 
 
Emilie Franke 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
FMP Coordinator 
1050 N. Highland Street 
Suite 200 A-N 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
Subject: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II 
 
Comments sent electronically: comments@asmfc.org, Subject line: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II   
 
Dear Ms. Franke, 
 
I’m submitting this letter as an avid recreational fisherman who has fished for striped bass in the 
waters of RI, CT, and MA for nearly six decades.  Through this period, I’ve caught many striped bass but 
rarely have I killed any, opting to practice catch and release fishing with barbless hooks to minimize 
injury and fish mortality.  My feeling is that a striped bass is too valuable to kill, and fishermen need to 
take personal action to help preserve populations.  Like many other serious fishermen, I’ve spent many 
tens of thousands of dollars on boats, motors, kayaks, waders, and tackle pursuing stripers, which has 
helped to stimulate the local economy of my community.   
 
During this 60-year period I’ve seen big changes in striped bass populations.  The proposed draft 
changes to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s (ASMFC) striped bass regulations pose an 
opportunity to formulate regulations to help manage the striper populations for future generations.   
 
My recommendations to the Commission are: 
 

1. Option B be selected and implemented by ASMFC to help protect and restore the striped bass 
stock, particularly the 2015 year class. I understand that this option is based on the 2022 fishery 
data available at the time of the assessment. This option will have the greatest overall 
reduction in harvest, although I recognize that this option is projected to increase recreational 
fishing mortality by 2%. 

2. ASMFC select and implement Option B1 for the Chesapeake Bay fishery that will restrict the 
harvest of larger bass greater than 23 inches.  

3. ASMFC select and implement Option B for the for-hire management measures apply only to 
patrons during for-hire trips, and strongly recommend that captain and crew on for-hire trips 
are subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits. 



4. I also recommend ASMFC select and implement Option B for all states relating to at-sea/shore-
side filleting of striped bass, to establish minimum requirements, including requirements for: 
fish racks to be retained; skin to be left intact; and possession to be limited to no more than 
two fillets per legal fish. States should also adopt language about when and where fish racks 
may be disposed of, specific to each mode allowed to fillet at-sea/shore. This will help to lessen 
indiscriminant cheating of protective management measures, including conditions in Rhode 
Island where no applicable regulations currently exist. 

5. ASMFC select and implement Option B relating to the ocean commercial fisheries and/or 
Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries be managed by quotas representing up to a 14.5% 
reduction from the 2022 commercial quotas and their 2022 size limits. I recommend the Board 
select a specific percent reduction of at least 10%, and preferably 14.5%. The 14.5% reduction 
will help to reduce 3.65 million bass from being harvested in the Atlantic Coastal state fisheries.  

6. In addition, I strongly recommend Option B for the Board having the responsibility to respond, 
via Board action, to timely change management measures by voting to pass a motion at a Board 
meeting, instead of developing an addendum or amendment and different from the emergency 
action process. Through this action, the following would occur: 

a. Public comment could be provided during Board meetings per the Commission’s 
guidelines for public comment at Board meetings, and/or public comment could be 
provided in writing to the Board per the Commission’s timeline for submission of 
written public comments prior to Board meetings.  

b. A more expedited response to assessment updates would result. For example, when the 
2024 stock assessment update is completed in October 2024, the Board could change 
management measures during the October 2024 meeting or a meeting shortly 
thereafter.  This would allow new measures to be implemented for at least part of the 
2025 season. 

 
Separate from the proposed regulatory changes in the draft document, I recommend that ASMFC 
develop sound strategies, working collaboratively with state fishery biologists and communications 
specialists to reduce recreational fishing release mortality. Each state should be emphasizing and 
educating anglers about best practices for handling and releasing fish to minimize recreational fishing 
mortality. I know that fish mortality happens, however, fishing mortality rates of 9% are just not 
acceptable.  Good fish handling practices can be provided and explained through various media 
avenues to lessen this problem. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the draft Striped Bass Addendum II.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
George Loomis 



                                                                                                                                    12/17/23 
 
ASMFC Striped Bass Board, 
 
 
     I am an avid fisherman who used to fish for stripers from the jetties in NJ about 75 nights a year. 
Though I released the vast majority of stripers I caught, including some over 40 lbs., I was always a 
trophy fisherman who liked to keep an occasional large bass for a tournament or for a personal best 
to have mounted. I always dreamed of catching some sort of record sized striper and that is what I 
fished for. Through your management decisions that cater to commercial fishermen and the catch 
and release crowd you have ruined that for me. Now I can’t even use a gaff to lip a bass onto the 
jetty. You have ruined what I used to love more than any other type of fishing and made it much 
more hazardous for me. At 68 years old, I can’t jump around on the rocks like I used to. It is not 
practical for me to try to use a large net in one hand and climb down the rocks to try to net a big 
bass. I feel like I’m taking my life in my hands as I try to climb down and maneuver a fish so that I 
leader it or grab it by the gill plate.  
     Further, had you listened to JCAA and many others when you were first considering 
Amendment VII, you would have raised the size limit and protected the 2015 year class. Raising the 
size limit worked back in the 1980’s and it would have worked better than the slot sizes you created. 
You forced those who like to keep fish to target the 2015 year class and because of your mis-
management, you are now forcing us to cut back further. Another point I would like to make is that 
larger stripers have a lower chance of survival than small ones. This is due to the buildup of lactic 
acid caused by a longer and harder fight by the larger fish. You forced people to harvest fish that 
would have had a better chance of survival rate if they were released. What needs to be done is to 
create a higher minimum size limit to protect the 2015, 2017, and 2018 year classes. You don’t even 
have that as an option though. Worse still is that you do not suffer any repercussions for your poor 
management decisions. 
     Another problem is that in the NY Bight area we now have some of the best striper fishing I 
have ever seen in my life. This is due to the fact that the Hudson River stock is in great shape. 
However, we are being denied access to them because of the declining Chesapeake Bay stock. I 
believe that as the population of the Hudson River stock increases so does their range. They are 
heading further North, South and East and providing great sport in areas where they never used to 
travel to. I suggest you conduct a study to see for yourselves. Also, NJ and NY should be given 
producer status so that some of these fish can be harvested.  
 
Specifically, regarding the addendum my preferences are below: 
 
Section 3.1-1 Ocean Recreational Fishing Options 
     I favor option B, a slot of 28”-31” rather than Option D which is 30”-33”.  This gives shore-
based anglers a little better chance of catching a fish that they can bring home to eat. Also, the 30”-
33” fish are reaching prime breeding size. Some 30-33’ stripers will still be from the 2015 year 
class which we should be protecting. I don’t like options C or E as they give a wider ranged slot to 
the for-hire sector. That would be unfair. It is true that the for-hire sector makes their living taking 
people fishing. However, tackle manufacturers, bait & tackle shops and other businesses are very 
dependent on sales to the much larger private sector. Therefore, the same regulations should apply 
to everyone. We all should be equally responsible in the rebuilding the stocks. We should not make 
regulations more confusing and more difficult for our understaffed conservation officers to enforce.  
 



 
 
Section 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options 
     I prefer Option B1 which includes a slot of 19”-23” fish for all bay jurisdictions. Options B2, 3, 
and 4 all have wider slot ranges. It is imperative that we try to protect these smaller fish particularly 
from the last two decent spawning year classes in 2017 and 2018. I do not like option C1 or C2 
because once again those options create sector separation by giving a wider ranged slot to the for-
hire fleet. 
 
Section 3.1.3 For Hire Management Clarification 
     I prefer Option B. but if sector separation is chosen, the measures should only apply to the 
patrons. The captains and crews should be restricted to the private vessel/shore-based regulations. 
 
Section 3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements 
     I prefer option B which will require states that authorize filleting at sea to establish minimum 
requirements such as saving racks and leaving the skin on. 
 
Section 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reductions  
     I agree with the JCAA stance that striped bass should be a no-sale or gamefish in all states. It is 
unfathomable that the ASMFC allows commercial fishing while the recreational sector is limited to 
a 3” slot.  It is also disgraceful that the ASMFC allows the commercial hook and line boat 
fishermen in MA to harvest 15 stripers per day with a minimum size of 35”. Much of the 2015 year 
class is now approaching that size and you are supposed to be protecting them! However, since 
these changes are not currently options, we prefer option B with a quota reduction of 14.5%. 
 
Section 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates 
     I prefer Option A, even though it will be more time consuming than Option B. I want to be 
assured of having a chance to have my say. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Paul Haertel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                 
     I am writing on behalf of the Jersey Coast Anglers Association which represents approximately 
75 fishing clubs and many thousands of fishermen throughout our state. We are pleased that you are 
accepting comments in regard to Addendum II to Amendment VII for striped bass. However, we are 
very unhappy with how you have mis-managed this species. 
    Had the board listened to JCAA and the vast majority of fishermen up and down the coast when 
they were considering Amendment VII, we would have had a minimum size limit of 35” or so which 
would have protected the abundant 2015 year class.  Periodically raising the size limits to protect a 
dominant year class was the strategy that worked well in the past and what we would still support. 
What happened is that the 2015 year class grew to legal size and removals from the biomass 
dramatically increased in 2022 due to both harvest and C&R mortality. That lowered the probability 
of restoring the stocks by 2029 to just 15%.  There are other factors in play that you cannot control 
such as pollution, blue catfish taking over Chesapeake Bay, and weather patterns that have not been 
conducive to successful spawns in the Chesapeake for the last 5 years. Despite that there are more 
than enough striped bass in the SSB to produce a very good spawn if we get the right conditions. 
Further restricting commercial and recreational fishermen may not do much good. However, one 
thing you can do is to eliminate or reduce the number of menhaden that are netted commercially in 
the Chesapeake Bay. Increasing the number of menhaden would be beneficial to stripers of all sizes 
in the bay. We also believe that striped bass should be a no-sale or gamefish along the entire east 
coast. It is reprehensible to see how many stripers are being poached in the Raritan Bay area and then 
being brought to New York where they are sold. We need more law enforcement and stricter penalties.  
     One other thing that the ASFMC/MAFMC might do is liberalize the recreational measures for 
other species such as fluke and sea bass. Sea bass have been rebuilt to far beyond their target for 
several years now. Liberalizing measures for these species would take some of the pressure off striped 
bass. 
     The fishing in the NY bight area has been phenomenal during the past couple of seasons, perhaps 
the best fishing in over 50 years. Unfortunately, this has resulted in a large number of “floaters” 
particularly larger fish that don’t survive as well when they are released. The mandated use of circle 
hooks apparently did very little as the c&r mortality rate has remained at 9%. We need to make a 
better effort in educating people as to how to properly handle and release fish.  
     The Raritan Bay area has become the striped bass capitol of the east coast with thousands of boats 
coming from all over the country to fish here. This has been occurring this fall as well as in the spring 
when the fish are congregating to spawn and are easy pickings. This has caused the c&r mortality rate 
to skyrocket. In fact, there have been some reports of c&r mortality being responsible for as much as 
52% of the removals from the biomass. It certainly appears as though the board has chosen to manage 
stripers as a commercial and c&r fishery. The c&r crowd needs to bare some of the burden of 
rebuilding the stocks by having seasonal closures to both harvesting and targeting of striped bass. 
Further, Massachusetts commercial hook and line fishermen are allowed to keep 15 stripers per day 



at a minimum size of 35”. At the recent NJ webinar hearing on the addendum, we were told that the 
reason for this is that there might be increased c&r mortality if they had to release larger fish while 
trying to catch smaller ones. Well, that’s what the rest of us have been forced to do. It’s just great that 
the recreational fishermen have to release stripers greater than 31” so that they can grow large and be 
harvested commercially in MA. 
 
     That having been said below are our preferences for the various options included on the 
addendum:. 
 
 
 
   
 
 



Jack Illingworth 
759 Hancock St. 
Abington, Ma. 02351 
 
December 14, 2023 
 
Emilie Franke          
Fishery Management Plan Coordinator  
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission  
1050 North Highland Street, Suite 200A-N 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
Dear Emilie Franke, 
 
I submit this letter share my stance on the following items listed in Draft Addendum 2 to the Atlantic 
Striped Bass FMP 
 
2.2.3 Status of the Fishery  
Based on the continued below average young of the year data causes a serious concern about the 
rebuilding timeline and the overall future of the striped bass fishery. I urges ASMFC to immediately take 
the 14/5% reduction in removals needed to maintain the current rebuilding timeline and not delay 
reductions until the 2024 stock assessment update. 
 
3.0 Proposed Management Options  
I agree with the analysis that a 14.5% reduction from 2022 removals is necessary to achieve the F target in 
2024. And would urge the ASMFC to place maintaining the current rebuilding timeline as the top priority 
of this addendum and urge ASMFC to only approve Addendum 7 with a package of measures that meet 
or exceed a 50% probability of achieving the 14.5% reduction.  
 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options 
 
Option A Status Quo (28”-35” Slot Limit):   

• I Oppose the status quo option.  
• Based on ASMFC report it will not reach the desired reductions 

Option B (28” -31” slot limit):  
• I whole heartedly support the adoption of Option B  
• I feel it provides the best chance of meeting the 14.5% reduction needed to maintain the current 

rebuilding timeline.  
 

Option C (Split Mode – private anglers 28”-31” slot & for-hire anglers 28”-33”): 
• I do not support the subject of recreational mode splits.  
• A fisherman is a fisherman and I don’t think the way one fishes, how they get out to or on the 

water or amount of times they go fishing should have any bearing on the slot limits 

Option D (30” -33” slot limit): I oppose Option D for the following reasons: 
• Option D is projected to reduce fishing mortality by 12.8% and I prefer Option B which is 

projected to reduce fishing mortality by the larger number of 14.1%. 
 



Option E (Split Mode – private anglers 30”-33” slot & for-hire anglers 28”-33”): 
• I opposes this option for the same reasons I oppose Options C & D 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:  

• I am not 100% familiar with the Chesapeake Bay fishery but would support Option B1—1 fish at 
19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons because it meets the 
required 14.5% reduction to preserve the current rebuilding timeline. 

• I also oppose any mode split options because for the reasons explained earlier in this comment 
letter under ocean recreational fisheries. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:  
• I support a reduction in the ocean commercial fisheries of 14.5% to preserve the current rebuilding 

timeline. 
• I support a reduction in the Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries of 14.5% to preserve the current 

rebuilding timeline.  
 

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification  
• I support option A Status Quo.  
• Option B would accomplish nothing in the area of conservation and fails to advance the purpose 

of Addendum 2.   
 
 
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements  

• I support Option A Status Quo.  
• For Hire & private anglers face the same difficulties when it comes to local filet at the dock 

prohibitions.  

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action.  
• I Support Option A Status Quo   
• I would prefer ASMFC prepare to use emergency action for a quick response and be prepared to 

launch Amendment 8 upon review of the results of the 2024 stock assessment. 
 
In closing,  thank you for the opportunity to comment and look forward to active participation in 
developing the next amendment that will be required in order to preserve a striped bass fishery for future 
generations. 
 
Sincerely 
Jack Illingworth 
President Elect 
Mass Striped Bass Association  
781956-6158 
Illingworth.jack@yahoo.com 

mailto:Illingworth.jack@yahoo.com
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          29 November 2023 
Emilie Franke 
FMP Coordinator 
1050 N. Highland Street 
Suite 200 A-N 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
Dear Ms. Franke: 
I am writing to express my views on Addendum II to Amendment 7 of the FMP for Atlantic 
Striped Bass. I am horrified by the near-disappearance of this fishery in recent years in my area! I 
fish in an estuary up here in Ipswich, MA, and the larger fish are generally only present in this 
estuary in late May through June. Usually, they are gone by the Fourth of July weekend; I think 
all the boat traffic drives them out and the water warms enough that they tend not to return until 
the very end of the season as they work their way down the coast, coming into the estuary only for 
a very short time in September and October. This year, even at the peak of what should have been 
the 2023 season, there were almost no fish in the estuary and they were all of a large size… 
The absence of small fish – that any of my friends and acquaintances were seeing or catching – 
bodes ill for the future of this fishery. For this reason, along with the abysmal YOY results in all 
recent years since 2015 (which is almost a decade ago) and the SSB information that you people 
have been reporting, my own preference would be that you impose a strict moratorium on any 
and all harvests of striped bass in the commercial and recreational fisheries for this species. That 
is what worked in the past, during the 1970s and 1980s when this fishery crashed so terribly… 
However, a moratorium is not on the table, at least not at this time. So, along with most of my 
recreational angling friends and colleagues, I support a more conservative fisheries policy in the 
various options that you have proposed for this valuable fishery. I will list my preferences below. 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: I support Option B with a one-fish daily limit of 28” 
to 31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes). My reasoning is that this option involves the greatest 
reduction and the most conservative policy for protecting this resource; it also protects the 2015 
year class in the fairest and most equitable way. Consequently, it is preferable to Option A which 
would expand the slot unnecessarily and inadvisably. I also oppose the “mode splits” considered 
in Options C and D as well as adopting the larger slot in Option D. Please support Option B. 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: I support Option B1 with a one-fish daily 
limit of 19” to 23”in accord with the 2022 Chesapeake Bay season. I prefer Option B1 because it 
entails the greatest harvest reduction subsequent to five very poor YOY reports in Chesapeake 
Bay, and allows more uniform regulations. I do not support the mode splits in other Options. 



29 November 2023 -2- Center for Ecological Economic and Ethical Education 
 

 
 

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification: I would support Option B if for-hire mode-specific 
limits are selected, even though I oppose doing this, because the additional harvest in this option 
only applies to patrons of a for-hire trip, while the captain and crew remain subject to the same 
regulations as private vessel or shore anglers, so this option is more restrictive than the others. 

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: I support Option B for states that allow 
at-sea or shore-side filleting of striped bass, so that minimum requirements can be imposed on 
these anglers such as, for example, retention of racks with skins left intact and a limit of two full 
fillets per legal fish. States should be encouraged to include some language about disposal of 
these materials as well. Option B provides the best assurance that fish are legally harvested in 
conformance with the slot limit in these areas, to permit better enforcement of these regulations. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: I support Option B so that both the ocean and the 
Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries for wild striped bass will be held to specific quotas limited 
to up to a 14.5% reduction from 2022 quotas and the same 2022 size limits, as determined by the 
Board. The status quo is not a good option for achieving the needed harvest reductions, and far 
more preferable is an equitable commercial reduction of 14.5% for the restoration of this fishery. 
I should also note that states having trouble in meeting their commercial quotas are giving a very 
clear signal that the fishery is in trouble! Consequently, this information should not be used as an 
excuse not to reduce those commercial quotas, as we need to protect what is left of this fishery. It 
would also be very improper to apply these reductions only to recreational angling and not to do 
so in an equitable way to the coastal commercial fisheries as well. This is very important to me. 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: I support Option B so that the Board could respond to bad 
news in the 2024 stock assessment by taking immediate board action instead of moving through 
a much slower process of securing public approval for various options in yet another Addendum. 
The striped bass stocks simply are in too dire straits to entertain further delays in any attempt to 
further remediate these problems. Option B would allow the Board to act with a simple majority. 
Waiting through a public comment period, though usually desirable, is just too slow a reaction. 
Thank you for considering my opinions and input in your deliberations on this urgent matter. 
   Sincerely, 

 
   Frederic B. Jennings, Jr., Ph.D., President 
   Center for Ecological Economic and Ethical Education



Atlan�c Striped Bass Dra� Addendum II:  

Comments            December 16,2023 
 
The ASMFC must pass and enforce the 14.5% reduction in removals needed to maintain the 
current rebuilding timeline and not delay reductions until the 2024 stock assessment update. In 
my opinion, an even more aggressive option is appropriate, given the current state of decline in 
this important fishery. All the options on the table appear de minimus at best. 
 
Management Options: 
 
ASMFC should approve Addendum 2 only with a package of measures that meet or exceed a 
50% probability of achieving the 14.5% reduction. 
 
Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: 
 
Option A Status Quo (28”-35” Slot Limit): 
• REJECT - the status quo option is not adequate to restore stocks and must be rejected 
 
Option B (28” -31” slot limit): 
• SUPPORT - Option B provides the best chance of meeting the 14.5% reduction. 
 
Option C (Split Mode – private anglers 28”- 31” slot; for-hire anglers 28”-33”): 
• No distinction between recreational anglers is useful or necessary whether fishing from land, 
jetty, boat or other. 
• recreational mode splits ought to be amendment level decisions. Deep dive discussions of 
separate allocation, separate monitoring, separate data requirements, separate accountability 
measures and separate financial contributions are needed. 
• Importantly, Option C should be REJECTED as reduces removals than less than Option B. 
• Addendum 2 was not initiated for trip preservation and I urge ASMFC to reject this option. 
Mode splits will discourage for-hire operators; customers from adapting business models ; 
expectations of catch to the current state of the fishery. 
 
Option D (30” -33” slot limit): 
• REJECT Option D as it only reduces mortality by 12.8% vs. 14.5% goal. 
 
Option E (Split Mode – private anglers 30”-33” slot ; for-hire anglers 28”-33”): 
• REJECT - same reasons as C, D – we need maximum reductions 
 
Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: 
• ACCEPT Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same 
2022 seasons because it can achieve the required 14.5% reduction goal. 
 
Commercial Quota Reduction Options: 
• SUPPORT reduction of 14.5% to preserve the current rebuilding timeline. 
• SUPPORT reduction in the Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries of 14.5% to preserve the 
current rebuilding timeline. 
 
For-Hire Management Clarification,  



• I support option A Status Quo - Option B is unenforceable and fails to advance the 
purpose of Addendum 2. 

 
 
Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements 

• SUPPORT Option A Status Quo. For-Hire; private anglers face the same local filet 
difficulties in at-the-dock prohibitions. This document fails to provide justification that this 
option advances the purpose of Addendum 2. 
 

As to Response to Stock Assessment: I support Option B—Board Action. 
• REJECT Recreational mode splits leave Addendum 2 due to inadequate conservation 

benefit  
• PREFER ASMFC to use emergency action for a quick response and then launch a 

formal Amendment 8 after the 2024 stock assessment. 
 

 
I appreciate the opportunity to comment and urge ASMFC to adopt the most conservative 
measures to preserve the striped bass fishery at this crucial time. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
David S. Kaplan 
4 Beaver Path 
Mattapoisett, MA 02739 
 
 



December 15, 2023 
 
Ms. Emilie Franke, FMP Coordinator 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
1050 N. Highland Street 
Suite 200 A-N 
Arlington, VA 22201 
comments@asmfc.org 
efranke@asmfc.org  
 
Hello Emilie, 
 
Please find my comments below. Thank you. 
 
As to Fishery Status: 
I urge ASMFC to take the 14.5% reduction in removals needed to maintain the current 
rebuilding timeline and not delay reductions until the 2024 stock assessment update. Had a more aggressive 
option been available, I would have supported that, given the situation. 
 
As to Management Options:   
I urge ASMFC to only approve Addendum 2 with a package of measures that meet or exceed a 
50% probability of achieving the 14.5% reduction. 
 
As to Ocean Recreational Fishery Options:  
As to Option A Status Quo (28”-35” Slot Limit): 
• I oppose the status quo option. 
 
As to Option B (28” -31” slot limit): 
• I support Option B because it provides the best chance of meeting the 14.5% reduction. 
 
As to Option C (Split Mode – private anglers 28”- 31” slot & for-hire anglers 28”-33”): 
• To me “a recreational angler is a recreational angler” whether fishing from land, jetty, boat or other.  
• Any discussion of recreational mode splits should be an amendment level decision. Deep dive 
discussions of separate allocation, separate monitoring, separate data requirements, separate 
accountability measures and separate financial contributions must be had. 
• Regardless Option C provides less reduction in removals than Option B. 
• Trip preservation is NOT the reason Addendum 2 was initiated and I urge ASMFC to 
reject this option. (Another reason to reject trip preservation is education. Mode splits will discourage for-hire 
operators & customers from adapting business models & expectations of catch to the 
current state of the fishery.) 
 
As to Option D (30” -33” slot limit): I do not support it.  
• Option D only reduces mortality by 12.8% vs. 14.5% goal. 
 
As to Option E (Split Mode – private anglers 30”-33” slot & for-hire anglers 28”-33”): 
• I oppose this option for the same reasons I oppose Options C & D 
 
As to Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: 
• I support Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the 
same 2022 seasons because it meets the required 14.5% reduction goal. 
 
As to Commercial Quota Reduction Options: 
• I support a reduction of 14.5% to preserve the current rebuilding timeline. 

mailto:efranke@asmfc.org


• I support a reduction in the Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries of 14.5% to preserve 
the current rebuilding timeline. 
 
As to For-Hire Management Clarification, I support option A Status Quo 
• Option B is unenforceable and fails to advance the purpose of Addendum 2. 
 
As to Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements 
• I support Option A Status Quo. For Hire & private anglers face the same difficulties 
when it comes to local filet at the dock prohibitions. This document fails to provide 
justification that this option advances the purpose of Addendum 2. 
 
As to Response to Stock Assessment: I support Option B—Board Action. 
• I believe Recreational mode splits being placed into Addendum 2 with very little conservation 
benefit is wrong and prefer ASMFC to use emergency action for a quick response and then launch a formal 
Amendment 8 after the 2024 stock assessment. 
 
THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT! 
 
Regards, 
 

_______________________________
John G. Kennan, Jr.

29 Ships Way Bourne, MA 02532



Comments on ASMFC Addendum II to Amendment 7 for Atlantic Striped Bass Management 

 

Emilie Franke, FMP Coordinator, 

 

I appreciate the opportunity to comment on the ASMFC Addendum II to Amendment 7 for Atlantic 

Striped Bass Management. Having been a working striper guide since the late 1980s, I've witnessed 

significant changes in the striped bass fishery over the last 37 years. At this point in my career I am 

worried that the future is not bright for those following in my footsteps. I have been fortunate to benefit 

from conservation efforts and want to be sure that those successes continue. 

I acknowledge the positive steps taken in the addendum to address the current challenges facing the 

striped bass population. However, it's equally important to emphasize the need for continued vigilance 

and adaptive management. 

Based on my experience as a working Guide in Maine’s mid coast region, I've observed shifts in migration 

patterns, changes in population dynamics, and fluctuations in angler success. These insights underline 

the complex and dynamic nature of the striped bass fishery, requiring a comprehensive and flexible 

management approach. As an example, I must tell you that there were no small fish in my area last 

summer. Great for this year’s clients but very troubling for the future. 

Below are the options proposed that I think make the most sense to preserve this fishery for the future. 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: Option B—1-fish at 28 to 31. 

This option provides the greatest overall reduction, protects the 2015 year class and makes sure it is 

done in a fair and equitable way. I do not support mode splits. The recreational sector should continue to 

be managed under the same regulations. 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: Option B1—Apply a standard minimum size limit, 

maximum size limit, and bag limit to the Bay. 

This option produces the greatest overall reduction and the greatest harvest reduction. After 5 years of 

very poor spawns in the Chesapeake Bay, it is time for some simplification and a narrow slot.  

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (If For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): option B—For-

hire management measures apply only to patrons during a for-hire trip; captain and crew during a for-

hire trip are subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits. 

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: Option B—For states that authorize at-sea/shore-

side filleting of striped bass, establish minimum requirements. Please keep in mind the need for practical 

common-sense rules that are easily followed and enforced. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B—The ocean commercial fisheries the commercial 

fisheries will have their quotas reduced. The status quo is not an option in my view. 



3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Support Option B—The Board could change management measures 

by voting to pass a motion at a Board meeting instead of developing an addendum or amendment 

different from the emergency action process. 

I support measures that prioritize the long-term sustainability of the striped bass population while 

considering the interests of recreational and commercial anglers. Striking the right balance is our 

challenge, and any regulations should be based on sound scientific data, taking into account the unique 

challenges faced by different regions and groups. 

I urge the ASMFC to consider the perspectives of seasoned guides and anglers who have dedicated 

decades to this fishery. Our collective experiences can contribute significantly to the development of 

effective and equitable management strategies. 

Thank you for considering my input. 

 

Sincerely, 

Don Kleiner 

Master Maine Guide 

www.maineoutdoors.biz 



From: Jerry Kustich
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 6:53:19 PM
Attachments: EMPTY WATER daze.docx

As a 77 year lifetime angler, I totally support any measure that can help restore the striped bass fishery. Although it
will benefit me very little at my age, I am a strong believer in leaving behind a legacy for future generations. Please
do what it takes.

Since I am a writer, I have attached a piece for my next book that reflects my take on the issue.

Thank you.  Jerry Kustich

mailto:booboy724@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org



EMPTY WATER



It has been a tough fishing year. This is the first fall season in the past nine that I have only encountered a couple striped bass at a time of year when there are always numerous 14-24 inch stripers swimming in my local waters. Many anglers have been decrying the steady decrease of the striper population in the Chesapeake Bay since 2015. Maybe the decline can be blamed on continued poor spring spawning conditions due to climate change. Or maybe water quality issues caused by pollutants. Or maybe commercial over harvesting. Or maybe chapter boats keeping 40” females during spawning season over the years. Or maybe the industrial netting of too many menhaden, a main forage fish for stripers. Or maybe too many being kept by recreational anglers one fish at a time. Whatever it is, the fears are real, leaving many anglers longing for the “good ole days.” Since 2018 reproduction in the Bay’s tributaries has been dismal. Fewer fish beget fewer fish, and so on. It is a spiral of death.



Tony Friedrich of the American Saltwater Guides Association has been sounding the alarm for years and the organization he represents has been working tirelessly with the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission and state managers up and down the coast to address the many-pronged problems facing the fishery. However, convincing a science denying public of the issues has been a difficult process. Tony has pointed out that instead of utilizing a very strong 2015 spawning class as a starting point to restore the downturn in recruitment indicated during the prior several years through stricter regulations across the board, fishery managers have been swayed by an ill-informed public and greedy fishing industry too willing to deny that the population was in serious trouble. One would think that once the striper population was restored after the crash of the 70s, everyone connected to the fishery would have been more vigilant this time around. But unfortunately, it seems, history has taught us very little.







With this cloud of gloom hovering over an uncommonly nice mid November afternoon, it promised to be an ideal day to take my kayak out a final time despite the lack of stripers. Since nasty weather was forecasted for the next week, I figured this would be a good time to call it quits for the year before the water temperature dipped further and the cold seeped too deeply into my bones. And for the first time in months, the flow on the Susquehanna was cut back, so it would be a good fishing option for the day.

Upon arriving at the broad section of river I intended to fish, the upstream wind was riling the surface of the wide expanse of water with whitecaps. Too risky for my abilities, I decided to check out the rock-pocked stretch up river before entirely scraping my mission for the day. Surprisingly, the boulders, rocks and little islands seemed to be protecting this shallower length of river from the full force of the wind; so, as a result, the water appeared safe for paddling. Additionally, the flow was at a perfect level to possibly find one final fish despite such a dismal season. But after spending another fishless afternoon casting behind boulders in the bright sunshine, all hope faded. 



As the sun began to dip below the trees on the far side of the river, its descent accentuated the end of a depressing few months that seemed to overemphasize the depleted status of the striper population in the upper Chesapeake Bay. Fighting the urge to return to the landing early, I was determined to stay out until the last drop of daylight squeezed from the sky. If only to defy fate, my steelheading past kicked in and I made a last stand casting a Clouser pattern into a defined riffle between two protruding rocks close to shore.  Completely engulfed by a state of hopelessness, I drifted into the Zen-like rhythm of casting while recalling the several stripers I had hooked in this section of the river in the past. Lost in thought, I was jolted back to reality when a decent fish grabbed my fly.  For a brief moment, reality magically snapped back to the way it should be.



Once this special striper was released at the side of my craft, I continued to cast. In the waning hour of daylight I managed to hook more fish than I had all fall. The final one was big. And as that striper pulled my kayak into the unsafe flow of complete darkness, it gave fright to my precarious situation. Relieved when the fly finally popped loose, the fish swam back into the night like a phantom from the past reminding me of the way things were not that long ago,   



Seeking safe passage back to shore, my mind tried to grasp what had just happened while trying to put the experience into focus. Whether this was a sign of hope for the future or a haunting reminder of what we have lost by not managing this resource properly for the past several years, only time will tell. Pondering the significance of this bittersweet finale, my season came to an end when the nose of my kayak touched land.



Sadly, we are in an era when many fisheries throughout the country are facing difficulties, and it should be those of us close to troubled waters tolling the bell of concern. There are causes for alarm on so many fronts. From steelhead on the West Coast to Chinook salmon in Alaska to redfish on the Gulf Coast to brown trout in the Big Hole River, there should be a gnawing in all our souls while we cast to ghosts of the past with hopes that things will miraculously go back to the way they once were. 



The hollowness I feel while fishing for a diminished striper population is not unlike what I remember when looking for the disappearing bull trout out West in the late 70s or when Montana’s Jefferson River dried up in 1988 or when whirling disease severely impacted the Big Sky’s Madison River in the 90s; and in retrospect, when the Niagara River was dying during my youth in the 50s. In a micro sense I have learned that our fisheries need to be constantly nurtured and cared for, and in many cases around the country environmental problems have been addressed and ailing fisheries restored thanks to concerned sportsmen and women, agencies and organizations. But regrettably, a willful ignorance seems to be pervasive these days, and there is a sense that the unified effort it took to overcome issues of the past no longer exists. I can only hope I am wrong, but if anglers can’t come together on behalf of their regional fisheries, then the only thing we will be fishing for in the future is memories. And that would be the most tragic of legacies to leave behind for generations to come.        

 

Although it seems the older I get the less fish I catch anyway, the quiet of just being out on the water when I know there are fish around is enough. It is a different kind of silence, however, when the water is empty and there are no fish except for wraiths from the past echoing through the liquid void reminding me of all that we have lost since the “good ole days.”





















  







EMPTY WATER 
 
It has been a tough fishing year. This is the first fall season in the past nine 
that I have only encountered a couple striped bass at a time of year when 
there are always numerous 14-24 inch stripers swimming in my local waters. 
Many anglers have been decrying the steady decrease of the striper popula-
tion in the Chesapeake Bay since 2015. Maybe the decline can be blamed on 
continued poor spring spawning conditions due to climate change. Or maybe 
water quality issues caused by pollutants. Or maybe commercial over harvest-
ing. Or maybe chapter boats keeping 40” females during spawning season 
over the years. Or maybe the industrial netting of too many menhaden, a main 
forage fish for stripers. Or maybe too many being kept by recreational anglers 
one fish at a time. Whatever it is, the fears are real, leaving many anglers long-
ing for the “good ole days.” Since 2018 reproduction in the Bay’s tributaries 
has been dismal. Fewer fish beget fewer fish, and so on. It is a spiral of death. 
 
Tony Friedrich of the American Saltwater Guides Association has been sound-
ing the alarm for years and the organization he represents has been working 
tirelessly with the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission and state 
managers up and down the coast to address the many-pronged problems fac-
ing the fishery. However, convincing a science denying public of the issues has 
been a difficult process. Tony has pointed out that instead of utilizing a very 
strong 2015 spawning class as a starting point to restore the downturn in re-
cruitment indicated during the prior several years through stricter regula-
tions across the board, fishery managers have been swayed by an ill-informed 
public and greedy fishing industry too willing to deny that the population was 
in serious trouble. One would think that once the striper population was re-
stored after the crash of the 70s, everyone connected to the fishery would 
have been more vigilant this time around. But unfortunately, it seems, history 
has taught us very little. 
 
 
 
With this cloud of gloom hovering over an uncommonly nice mid November 
afternoon, it promised to be an ideal day to take my kayak out a final time de-
spite the lack of stripers. Since nasty weather was forecasted for the next 
week, I figured this would be a good time to call it quits for the year before the 
water temperature dipped further and the cold seeped too deeply into my 



bones. And for the first time in months, the flow on the Susquehanna was cut 
back, so it would be a good fishing option for the day. 
Upon arriving at the broad section of river I intended to fish, the upstream 
wind was riling the surface of the wide expanse of water with whitecaps. Too 
risky for my abilities, I decided to check out the rock-pocked stretch up river 
before entirely scraping my mission for the day. Surprisingly, the boulders, 
rocks and little islands seemed to be protecting this shallower length of river 
from the full force of the wind; so, as a result, the water appeared safe for pad-
dling. Additionally, the flow was at a perfect level to possibly find one final fish 
despite such a dismal season. But after spending another fishless afternoon 
casting behind boulders in the bright sunshine, all hope faded.  
 
As the sun began to dip below the trees on the far side of the river, its descent 
accentuated the end of a depressing few months that seemed to overempha-
size the depleted status of the striper population in the upper Chesapeake Bay. 
Fighting the urge to return to the landing early, I was determined to stay out 
until the last drop of daylight squeezed from the sky. If only to defy fate, my 
steelheading past kicked in and I made a last stand casting a Clouser pattern 
into a defined riffle between two protruding rocks close to shore.  Completely 
engulfed by a state of hopelessness, I drifted into the Zen-like rhythm of cast-
ing while recalling the several stripers I had hooked in this section of the river 
in the past. Lost in thought, I was jolted back to reality when a decent fish 
grabbed my fly.  For a brief moment, reality magically snapped back to the 
way it should be. 
 
Once this special striper was released at the side of my craft, I continued to 
cast. In the waning hour of daylight I managed to hook more fish than I had all 
fall. The final one was big. And as that striper pulled my kayak into the unsafe 
flow of complete darkness, it gave fright to my precarious situation. Relieved 
when the fly finally popped loose, the fish swam back into the night like a 
phantom from the past reminding me of the way things were not that long 
ago,    
 
Seeking safe passage back to shore, my mind tried to grasp what had just hap-
pened while trying to put the experience into focus. Whether this was a sign of 
hope for the future or a haunting reminder of what we have lost by not man-
aging this resource properly for the past several years, only time will tell. Pon-
dering the significance of this bittersweet finale, my season came to an end 
when the nose of my kayak touched land. 



 
Sadly, we are in an era when many fisheries throughout the country are facing 
difficulties, and it should be those of us close to troubled waters tolling the 
bell of concern. There are causes for alarm on so many fronts. From steelhead 
on the West Coast to Chinook salmon in Alaska to redfish on the Gulf Coast to 
brown trout in the Big Hole River, there should be a gnawing in all our souls 
while we cast to ghosts of the past with hopes that things will miraculously go 
back to the way they once were.  
 
The hollowness I feel while fishing for a diminished striper population is not 
unlike what I remember when looking for the disappearing bull trout out 
West in the late 70s or when Montana’s Jefferson River dried up in 1988 or 
when whirling disease severely impacted the Big Sky’s Madison River in the 
90s; and in retrospect, when the Niagara River was dying during my youth in 
the 50s. In a micro sense I have learned that our fisheries need to be con-
stantly nurtured and cared for, and in many cases around the country envi-
ronmental problems have been addressed and ailing fisheries restored thanks 
to concerned sportsmen and women, agencies and organizations. But regret-
tably, a willful ignorance seems to be pervasive these days, and there is a 
sense that the unified effort it took to overcome issues of the past no longer 
exists. I can only hope I am wrong, but if anglers can’t come together on behalf 
of their regional fisheries, then the only thing we will be fishing for in the fu-
ture is memories. And that would be the most tragic of legacies to leave be-
hind for generations to come.         
  
Although it seems the older I get the less fish I catch anyway, the quiet of just 
being out on the water when I know there are fish around is enough. It is a dif-
ferent kind of silence, however, when the water is empty and there are no fish 
except for wraiths from the past echoing through the liquid void reminding 
me of all that we have lost since the “good ole days.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Emilie & Commissioners, 
 
I hope this email finds you well.  My name is Peter Leary, I am an NYC based surf & fly fisherman.  At 27 
years old I have been obsessed with stripers for the past 15 years. Having family in Rhode Island, New 
Jersey & Maine I put a lot of effort in across our striper coast.  Striper fishing is my daily break from the 
hectic realities of life, whether I be the sandwiched between the East River and FDR, or on a remote 
outer Cape beach the pursuit of this fish gives me so much. 
 
For these reasons and many more my response to “Striped Bass Draft Addendum II” is as follows: 
 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options:  I support Option B. 
              Reasoning: I believe 1 fish at 28-31” is the right move at this time to best protect strong year 
classes.  The reality is that poachers are going to poach, in NYC it is rampant.  Tied in with the growing 
number of years with poor recruitment we need to enact strict harvest limits.  I believe we can easily fall 
below a critical biomass that we wouldn’t be able to recover.  Better to act with caution, especially when 
you know people bend and break rules so overall the impact will be less with more liberal harvest 
parameters. 
 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:  I support Option B1. 
              Reasoning:  From what I hear and see the Chesapeake bay is struggling for a vast array of 
reasons.  With the poor recruitment, I reiterate that it is better to act with caution.  This option will 
allow us to protect the few strong year classes we currently have. 
 
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:  I support Option B. 
              Reasoning:  Quotas aren’t being met for reasons and it isn’t due for lack of effort. When quotas 
are met it is due to the increasingly tight schooled biomass, we need to protect these fish across the 
entire coast on an even playing field. 
 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment:  I support Option B. 
              Reasoning:  With the dynamic nature of this fishery, it is important for the board to act 
effectively and swiftly with any new verified and accepted data and science to best protect with fishery 
so that it can be enjoyed for generations to come.  Board Action is critical, and it is paramount for the 
board members to act in best interest of their shareholders.  That is the only way any of this 
works.  Increasing, science and knowledge.  Taking a step back being self-critical and growing to be a 
better management.  Improvement is always the goal. 
 
Regards, 
Peter Leary 
 
 



December 22, 2023 
 
Emilie Franke 
Fishery Management Plan Coordinator  
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission  
1050 North Highland Street, Suite 200A-N  
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
VIA EMAIL: comments@asmfc.org 
 
Subject: Public Comments of Julia LeMense – Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 for Draft to 
the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass is 
 
Dear Ms. Franke and members of the ASMFC Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board (Board): 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the 
Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass (“Plan”).  
 
I am a New Hampshire resident (since September, having moved from New York, NY after 20 
years). I am a recreational catch and release fly fisher, and I appreciated the opportunity to 
attend the New Hampshire public hearing via the Zoom connection – and am grateful you and 
the NH authorities made the hearing available to people remotely. Thank you for your 
dedication to the process.  
 
Perhaps quite different from other commenters, I am a 25+ year environmental lawyer with 
recognized expertise in fisheries conservation matters. I pursued a Pelly Petition to protect tuna 
and dolphin populations. While working at the Rutgers Environmental Law Clinic and the 
Eastern Environmental Law Center, I addressed horseshoe crab habitat protections with USFWS 
and NJ authorities and myriad nonprofit stakeholders. In the early 2010s, I litigated the BP Oil 
Spill on behalf of tens of thousands of fin and shellfish fishermen and supported the NRD 
proceedings after that catastrophic and mismanaged program nearly decimated an entire 
economy and way of life with trophic cascades throughout the coastal ecosystem. I have also 
challenged numerous offshore and nearshore oil and gas projects that would adversely impact 
fisheries and marine mammals, kept gray wolves on the endangered species list in the 
Northeast, and participated in developing the recovery plan for bald eagles as they transitioned 
from endangered to threatened. I continue to volunteer to regularly advocate for measures to 
improve water quality and wildlife habitat and recently supported the research and writing of a 
Healthy Oceans Coalition/American Littoral Society publication on the importance of state 
protected fish areas. I also served as both an attorney for and Board member of American 
Littoral Society, which support fisheries research with fish tagging data since 1967. I have been 
a member of a number of conservation organizations that use science to guide policy and 
action and I am a proponent of the precautionary principle.  
 
While I generally support and am aligned with conservation-minded fishing guides, small 
charter boat captains, small fishing-related businesses, and anglers who rely on a robust striped 



bass population for income and recreation, and appreciate the work they have done, my 
background and experience with other species, and my lack of a direct financial interest in 
fishing in any way, compels me to recommend the Board adopt a more precautionary approach 
for the Plan. I would suggest that regulatory uncertainty is an easy mark and a convenient 
rationale to take a less protective approach and “wait in see” if the fishery collapses. There is, 
and always will be, inherent uncertainty in natural resources management, unless we impose a 
moratorium (which may be where we land). If the goal is to rebuild and then sustain stock 
health and abundance, then regulatory uncertainty should not be used as a basis to advocate 
for the anything other than the most protective approach.  
 
I urge the Board to take decisive action to rebuild the fishery and establish management 
reforms that position the Atlantic striped bass stock for long-term abundance and stability. This 
decisive action is required to address dangerously low spawning stock biomass and young-of-
year numbers in upper Chesapeake Bay. My position on each of the decision points for the four 
major issues contained in the Draft Amendment are set forth below. 
 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B—1-fish at 28 to 31ʺ with 2022 
seasons (all modes). 

§ There are three goals here; the greatest overall reduction, protecting the 2015-year 
class and making sure it is done in a fair and equitable way. Splitting recreational anglers 
into ‘private vessel/shore’ and ‘for-hire’, is not the right thing to do now or ever. And it 
is also not consistent with international, federal and state diversity, equity and inclusion 
efforts, since it generally costs more to hire a boat. Since the inception of Amendment 7, 
we have heard from the Board and law enforcement that no harvest and no target 
closures would be too difficult to enforce, the same applies here. All recreational anglers 
should make an equitable effort to reduce harvest and restore the Striped Bass stock to 
abundance. Option B is the only option that is most protective and aligned with the 
Plan’s and the Board’s goals to rebuild this fishery. 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B1—Apply a standard 
minimum size limit, maximum size limit, and bag limit to the Bay jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons. 
The minimum size shall be 19” and the bag limit 1 fish. Maximum size limit of 23”. 

§ Option B1 is the only option that has the potential to produce the greatest overall 
reduction of -22.4% and the greatest harvest reduction of -38.4%. After 5 years of very 
poor spawns in the Chesapeake Bay, it is time for to simplify and a narrow slot. Option 
B1, with consistent minimum size, maximum size, and bag limit creates more uniform 
regulations across the bay. Again, as previously discussed in the ocean recreational 
options, mode splits are not something we can support in anyway. 

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are 
selected): Support Option B—For-hire management measures apply only to patrons during a 
for-hire trip; captain and crew during a for-hire trip are subject to the private vessel/shore 
angler limits. 

§ I do not support mode splits in anyway, as discussed in the first two sections. Should the 
Board choose to adopt (I adamantly oppose this and all commenters at the NH pulic 
hearing were against this, too) mode splits we should do what we can to minimize the 



potential damage. Option B only allows the additional harvest to apply to the patrons 
during a for-hire trip. The captain and crew are subject to the same regulations as 
private vessel/shore anglers. 

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: Support Option B—For states that 
authorize at-sea/shore-side filleting of striped bass, establish minimum requirements, including 
requirements for: racks to be retained; skin to be left intact; and possession to be limited to no 
more than two fillets per legal fish. States should consider including language about when and 
where racks may be disposed of, specific to each mode allowed to fillet at-sea/shore. 

§ This is no time to expect less of anglers and to back off regulations. If we want to get the 
stock back on track for recovery then we should do all that we can to make sure fish are 
legally harvested and within the slot limit. Option B requires that, in states where at-
sea/ shore-side filleting is allowed, anglers must retain the rack (what is left of the fish 
after cutting off fillets) and keep the skin on the fillets. This is very simple, in the event 
that a conservation officer boards a vessel or checks on a shore angler, it would be 
possible for that officer to know whether or not the fish was legally harvested. Law 
enforcement should ensure compliance. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Support Option B—The ocean commercial 
fisheries and/or Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries will be managed by quotas representing 
up to a 14.5% reduction from their 2022 quotas with their 2022 size limits. The Board will select 
the specific percent reduction between zero and 14.5%. 

§ Status quo is not an option at this point. As stated, “Status quo has a reduced 
probability to achieve the objective of this addendum.” An equitable reduction in 
harvest gives us the best possible chance at rebuilding this fishery. I hope the Board will 
ultimately choose the percent reduction most likely to rebuild – here it is 14.5% per the 
Addendum, the bottom line is Option B will reduce commercial harvest beyond the 18% 
reduction put in place by Amendment 7.  

§ The commercial quota reduction information is concerning. 
§ First, it is important to understand that the reduction is to the allowable total 

harvest number, not to the actual harvest. So, states that do not max out their 
quota may not see any actual reduction in mortality. Let’s say a state only 
harvests 80% of its total allowable quota. In that case a 14.5% reduction in quota 
would not save a single fish. To rebuild this stock we need equitable reductions 
in mortality. We all need to give something to get something in return. And 
those of us who can give more, should. 

§ Second, there was a great deal of discussion among Board members regarding 
their ability (or inability) to implement these new commercial regulations in time 
for the 2024 season. The main reason seemed to stem from the timing of this 
Addendum II process. Addendum II reductions should not only apply to the 
recreational sector. The commercial sector may not like it, but they would in fact 
be able to respond if implemented in 2024, as they should be. 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Support Option B—The Board could respond via Board 
action where the Board could change management measures by voting to pass a motion at a 
Board meeting instead of developing an addendum or amendment and different from the 
emergency action process. 



§ The next stock assessment results are expected in the fall of 2024. Given the 5 years of 
very poor recruitment in the Chesapeake, there is a good chance that stronger 
management changes will be needed to ensure a greater than 50% chance of rebuilding 
by 2029. If the Board is required to do so via another Addendum, that process could 
take close to a year to finalize. The Striped Bass stock is in peril. Option B would allow 
the Board to respond by voting by a simple majority. While we prefer to have a public 
comment period, it just becomes a cumbersome and time consuming process which 
puts us farther behind in terms of rebuilding. If the results of the next stock assessment 
are as dire as we anticipate, the conversation about an equitable harvest moratorium 
will most certainly be imminent. 

 
Striped bass are majestic, iconic, at the core of the east coast’s recreational fishing community 
and economy. It is a key predator in the Chesapeake Bay and plays an important role in the 
trophic ecology. Thank you for your leadership and for your consideration of my comments.  
 
Sincerely, 
Julia A. LeMense, JD, LLM, MPH 
New London, NH 03257 
Julia.lemense@gmail.com 
 
   



Captain C. Richard Manley 
4798 Piney Neck Road 
Rock Hall, MD 21661 

(410) 639-7420 
 

 
December 4, 2023 
 
 
Emile Frank 
Atlan�c States Marine Fisheries Commission 
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite A-N 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
Dear ASMFC: 
 
I am wri�ng to state my concerns with the poten�al cutbacks to striped bass fishing in the 
Chesapeake Bay. 
 
As a charter captain on the Chesapeake Bay for over 25 years, I would like to state that the 
ASMFC must consider Op�on C2 which allows customers on charter boats to keep two striped 
bass per day.  A reduc�on to our customers in the number of fish they may keep will be 
catastrophic for the charter industry.  Over the past several years, the charter captains have had 
to follow new regula�ons to sustain the fishery.  The boat fish has been eliminated; I have 
endured a two-week closure during prime fishing season, slot size requirements were ins�tuted, 
and Ienrolled in the FACTS program. Now for 2024, the State of Maryland has eliminated the 
trophy season. 
 
Other data shows that the charter fleet has had a reduc�on of 17% fish caught over the past 
two years.  One of the main contributors to this is the declining economy which, in turn, 
reduced the number of charter fishing trips taken.   The charter fleet is not the problem with 
the striped bass stock. 
 
If the ASMFC reduces our catch to one fish, you are essen�ally pu�ng the charter fleet out of 
business.  This reduc�on also affects local hotels/motels, restaurants, bait and tackle shops, etc.  
The trickle-down effect on the local economies cannot be made up in other ways.  Our business 
and those depending on the charter customers will be unable to recover from loss of business. 
 
I, and many other charter captains, have already paid to atend outdoor shows this winter to 
adver�se our fishing services.  It would not be prudent to spend addi�onal funds on travel, 
hotel, and other costs associated with atending an outdoor show with the proposed cutbacks.  
And should the change to allow just one fish becomes finalized, we cannot get the money back 



we already paid, if we cancel our reserva�ons.  These costs are substan�al to a small business, 
such as ours. 
 
Another major problem in the industry is the mortality rate among the recrea�onal fishermen 
(not the charter fleet) and no one is addressing or policing this situa�on.  Also, a priority for the 
protec�on of the female breeding stock should be considered, with a moratorium, un�l the 
recrea�onal season opens in May.   
 
Thank you for considering my concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Captain C. Richard Manley 
Chesapeake Bay Charter Captain 



Atlan�c States Marine Fishery Commission 
Re: Stripped Bass Public Comment- Amendment 7 
Nicholas Manzione-Commercial Fisherman 
12/21/2023 
 

As a Commercial and Recrea�onal Fisherman for 50 years, I am confident that the informa�on outlined 
below will show that op�ons A, B, or C are neither viable or guided by policies set forth in The ASMFC 
Mandate. 

On this day December 21, 2024 It is impera�ve that the following informa�on be reviewed and 
considered in regards to Amendment 7 To the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlan�c Striped 
Bass-Interim Management Measures for a 14% reduc�on for Commercial Fisherman for Striped Bass.  

Sec�on 6 Standards: 

1) Conserva�on and Management measures shall be based on the “best scien�fic informa�on 
available”. 

2) Management measures shall be designed to minimize waste of fishery resource. 
3) Conserva�on program and management measures shall be designed to achieve equivalent 

management results throughout the range of a stock, or sub groups of that stock.  
Title 16=Conserva�on- 

 
 
 



 
As you review Figure 5 below, we can clearly see the strict tagging-based regula�ons has limited 
the commercial fishery. 

 



Addi�onally, the ASMFC has zero success in trying to regulate the recrea�onal fishery.  
We can clearly and factually see as the popula�on grows so does the effort and catch. The catch 
and release mortality (waste) are completely unacceptable, and not being addressed. A slot size 
limit has to lead to significantly greater amount of waste which is a direct contradictory to your 
mandate.  
Commercial Fisherman took a 18% reduc�on, but due to ASMFC inability to figure out (a�er 40 
years) how to stop the fishing power of the recrea�onal Fisherman they didn’t have the 18% 
reduc�on.   
 
It is a fact that taking another 14% more from the Commercials would result in a 32% reduc�on 
in total, while giving the recrea�onal community more fish to Kill, because at the end of the day, 
Figure shows that the RECS kill a lot of Striped Bass.  
 
Table 6 will show from 1993-present day, the recrea�onal fishery has been the machine that 
needs to be slowed down, not the commercial.  

 



It is essen�al that you acknowledge that the landings that the Coastal Commercial Fisherman from 
Delaware to Mass took 111, 757 fish. The Recs from the same states took “4,801,426. “ 

The is no way that the science indicates that the Commercial Fisherman need a reduc�on.  

I beg the ques�on as to why the commercial landings are measured in pounds, but the recs are measure 
by the number of fish, which clearly make is appear to be favorable when in essence they are killing a 
significant number of fish. As I bring your aten�on to the next chart, it will show that we clearly have 
enough fish to produce a good spawn. 

 

How will a 14% reduc�on in the Commercial Fishery help? Title 16 men�ons trying to improve the 
spawning and the environmental integrity to help the popula�on.  

 Addi�onally, why isn’t the report from the ASMFC as seen on the next page, cut from page 10, 
men�oned anywhere in this plan? 



 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Commercial Fisherman is defined as a group of individuals who catch fish in a commercial 
capacity, either for sale for trade, myself along with other commercials that performs this 
primi�ve act contribute to sustainability, and other economic advantages. One examples would 
be tourism where tourist o�en eat at local restaurants to indulge “local” fish, not fish from other 
countries, where regula�ons, are unknown and perhaps nonexistent, and this will also support 
the local Charter boats and tackle shop, without this we risk the loss of our seaside 
communi�es.  
 The fishing community commercial and recrea�onal has reported 2023 to be one the greatest 
fall runs of all �mes, as we have seen a massive increase in the s�ped bass fishery from Fire 
Island to south Jersey.  
 
 
In closing, if the decision is made to reduce commercial fishing 14% it would be a rush to 
judgement by an overzealous government bureaucracy that has watched fishery a�er fishery 
collapse (flounder, bluefish, weakfish, lobster, and crab).  Have you considered that the catch and 
size limits are not rebuilding anything, but ‘was�ng” all the fish in the sea? 
We believe that neither the commercials or the Recs should have a reduc�on. We also insist that 
any reduc�on to the commercial fishery is blatant discrimina�on against commercial fisherman 
who have made the largest sacrifice to see this stock rebound.  



Comments  on  

Draft Document for Public Comment 

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 

DRAFT ADDENDUM II TO AMENDMENT 7 

TO THE INTERSTATE FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN 

FOR ATLANTIC STRIPED BASS 

Interim Management Measures 

 

General – This addendum seeks to permanently put in place emergency action measures. The 

emergency action measures were designed to protect a strong 2015 year class. There is no reason to 

believe those same measure will work for small year classes. I recommend not taking any of the 

proposed actions. 

Paragraph 1.0 paragraph beginning with In October- Explain why the TC’s findings only apply to 

commercial and not recreational fishery? 

Paragraph 1.1.3 Status of Fishery, Recreational Fishery Recent MRIP News Regarding Fishing Effort 

Survey 2nd paragraph beginning with Even – This paragraph is pure speculation without any scientific 

information to support it. I recommend it be removed and wait for final decisions to be made in about 

18 months prior to raising defenses and establishing battle lines.  

It is interesting to note this paragraph claims a 40% reduction in bad data would not have any impacts 

however the proposed restrictive recreational measures result in a 49% reduction and that is viewed as 

being sufficient and significant. 

Page 14, Table Ocean Recreational Options – Columns two thru four are not discussed in the text and 

need to indicate units of measure. Particularly concerning column four seems to indicate Recreational 

Release Mortality RATE is increasing to 11% and that cannot happen. The current 9% has no dependency 

on length at release. Maybe it is time to take credit for implementation of circle hooks. If column four is 

number of dead fish it surely is not a constant 2% each year. Is this 2% for each year or cumulative. 

Column two overall reduction is this reduction in angler interest? Angler participation? 

Maybe the results of each option could be overlaid on Figure1 to give a better sense of what is actually 

happening.  

Thank You for your contributions to Striped Bass Management. Your work is appreciated.  

Craig A. McIlrath 

NJ Private Saltwater Recreational Surf Fisherman 

38 Mill Park Lane Marlton NJ 08053 

856-905-1711 

blandmail@comcast.net 



From: Mike LA
To: Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:49:53 AM

No mode split please. 

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:epd519@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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December 15, 2023 
 
Emilie Franke  
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission  
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N  
Arlington VA. 22201 
 
Dear Ms. Franke: 
 
I am writing to comment on the proposed Addendum 2 to Amendment 7 to the Interstate 
Fishery Management Plan for the Atlantic Striped Bass. I am a recreational catch-and-
release angler in Connecticut who fishes for striped bass from NY up the CT coast to 
MA. I strongly support management initiatives that will increase the long-term 
abundance of striped bass. I strongly oppose any addendum that would increase fishing 
mortality or decrease the likelihood that the striped bass population will achieve the 
spawning stock biomass target by 2029.  
 
I support the following management options in Addendum 2: 
 
3.1 Recreational Fishery Management 
3.1.1: I support option B: a 28-31” slot for all modes (no mode split).  
3.1.2: I support option b1: a 19-23” slot for all modes (no mode split). 
3.1.3: n/a 
3.1.4: I support option B: establish minimum requirements for fish processing. 
 
3.2 Commercial Fishery Management 
3.2.1. I support option B: reduction of up to 14.5% of quota—preferably on the 
average harvest rather than the pre-existing quota. 
 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates 
3.3: I support option B: board action when stock is not projected to rebuild by 
2029. 
 
I sincerely hope the ASMFC acts in the best interests of current and future anglers by 
choosing management options that increase the abundance of striped bass to 
sustainable levels for recreational and commercial fishermen. 
. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mark Riser, Ridgefield, Connecticut 



        11 March Road 
        Salisbury, MA 01952 
        December 12, 2023 
Emilie Franke 
Atlan�c States Marine Fisheries Commission 
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N 
Arlington, Va 22201 
 
Sent via Email 
 
Subject: Striped Bass Dra� Addendum II 
 
Dear Ms. Franke, 
 
As a na�ve of Gloucester, Massachusets, and the son, brother and nephew of Gloucester Fisherman, I 
have witnessed the drama�c changes in the fishing industry over the years.  When I was younger, I fished 
with Dad during summers, and recall the abundance of many specifies, including the incredible New 
England Shrimp.  Cleary, asser�ve and appropriate measures were not taken to protect these valuable 
assets.   The impact on the fishing industry was drama�c, with many jobs, and businesses ended. 
 
Today, as a recrea�onal fisherman, I am sensing, we are in a similar situa�on with the striped bass 
popula�on, and believe ASSERTIVE ac�on is required now to help preserve the striped bass. I want my 
grandchildren to be able to enjoy this exci�ng and wonderful fishery.  
 
A�er reviewing the Draft Addendum II, I have some serious concerns that: 
 

1)More asser�ve conserva�on ac�ons may not be taken by the commission 
 
2)The commercial and “for-hire” fisheries will not be impacted appropriately for conserva�on 
measures.  I witnessed many very large “egg bearing” bass brought in by the commercial fisherman 
which must have had an impact on the hatchlings. 
 
3)Inadequate ac�on is being taken to beter train recrea�onal fisherman on proper release 
techniques 
 
4)The ongoing low staffing of enforcement officials will enable poachers to keep killing “illegal” fish.  
(In our area, I highlight, The Lawrence Dam, and the Cape Cod Canal being 2 major contributors to 
illegal poaching.) 

 
In reviewing the various excerpts on the dra�, my comments are as follows 
 

3.1.1 -I would be in favor of Op�on B. which means all anglers would have the same guidelines. 
 
3.1.2- I would be in favor of Op�on B2  
 
3.13- I would be in favor of Op�on B-same rules should apply to the Capt., Crew as to patrons 
 



3.14- I would be in favor of Op�on A as the enforcement for Op�on B would be challenging. Beter 
use of our limited enforcement resources is very obvious. 
 
3.21- I would be in favor of Op�on B with a preference closer to the 14.5% reduc�on.  Here is where 
the lower popula�on of larger egg bearing striped bass can be saved for future spawning. 
 
3.3- I would be in favor of Op�on B, where management measures can be amended in a more 
expedited basis.  The “emergency ac�on” ins�tuted in 2023 is an example how this change in 
regula�ons can beter serve the future of the striped bass popula�on. 

 
 
I also strongly believe there should be a requirement for all anglers applying for salt water licenses to be 
to be beter trained in proper release techniques.  Possibly requiring a video to be watched, and some 
ques�ons sa�sfactorily answered prior to the delivery of a license.  Again, such an asser�ve ac�on will 
help show the angler how cri�cal caring for fish will help save the future of the fishery. 
 
Thank you for reviewing my input, and I truly hope we see the Atlan�c States Marine Fisheries 
Commission take the most appropriate ac�ons to help the striped bass fishery recover. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Peter Novello 
 
 



[Recipient's Name] [Title] [Agency or Organization] [Address] [City, State, Zip Code]

Subject: Support for Separate Measures in ASMFC's Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 for Atlantic 
Striped Bass

Dear [Recipient's Name],

I am writing to express my strong support for the implementation of separate measures for the for-hire 
sector, specifically endorsing Option C in Section 3.1.1, as outlined in the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission's (ASMFC) Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 for Atlantic Striped Bass. As a fervent 
advocate for sustainable fisheries management, I believe that this approach is essential in balancing the 
conservation needs of the Atlantic Striped Bass population with the socio-economic influences and 
recreational desires of both the for-hire fleet and individual anglers.

Option C, which proposes separate regulations for the for-hire sector, takes into account the unique 
characteristics of this segment of the fishing industry. I particularly appreciate its recognition of the 
socio-economic influences of the for-hire fleet, which plays a vital role in providing recreational 
opportunities, supporting local businesses, and contributing to the cultural and economic well-being of 
coastal communities.

In addition to the broader considerations, it is crucial to acknowledge the recreational anglers who seek 
the opportunity to harvest a Striped Bass for personal consumption. Recreational fishing not only offers 
a connection to the marine environment but also provides a means for individuals to appreciate and 
sustainably harvest fish for their tables. The for-hire fleet, with its expertise and infrastructure, can play a
pivotal role in facilitating this experience for recreational anglers who wish to take a fish home for dinner.

By recognizing the harvest aspirations of recreational anglers and allowing for the sustainable harvest of 
Striped Bass, we can strike a balance that supports both conservation goals and the cultural traditions of 
individual anglers. The for-hire fleet, with its role as a facilitator for these experiences, becomes an 
essential partner in promoting responsible and ethical fishing practices.

I would like to express my support for Option B in Section 3.1.4, which proposes Status Quo, no 
requirement related to at-sea/shoreside filleting. Fillet restrictions will disrupt the established business 
plans of for-hire operators and introduce difficulties in disposing of racks. For-hire businesses often run 
back-to-back trips, and requiring filleting at the dock could disrupt the seamless flow of operations, 
limiting the efficiency and profitability of for-hire operations. Striking a balance between conservation 
efforts and the operational needs of for-hire businesses is essential for the sustainability of both the 
fishery and the businesses dependent on it. 

In conclusion, I strongly urge you to consider the adoption of separate measures for the for-hire sector, 
specifically advocating for Option C in Section 3.1.1, and supporting the exemption from fillet restrictions
outlined in Option B in Section 3.1.4 within ASMFC's Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 for Atlantic 
Striped Bass. These considerations will not only safeguard the Atlantic Striped Bass population but also 
ensure the continued viability of for-hire businesses, contributing to the long-term health and 
sustainability of our valuable fisheries resources.

Capt. John Rainone 35 Ocean View Dr. Narragansett RI 02882.  LilTootCharter@gmail.com
Vessel  L'il Toot Charters  Member of RI Party & Charter Boat Association.  

November 16, 2023

Emilie Franke



Thank you for your attention to this matter, and I trust that your decisions will reflect a comprehensive 
understanding of the diverse interests involved in fisheries management.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Comments
[External] Striped bass addendum 2 
Friday, December 8, 2023 7:30:10 AM

Sent from my iPhone
1. C 2 please
2. Stop all catch and release
3. Limit of 10 rods in the water trolling
4. If you give charter boats 2 fish limit it to one trip per day.
5. Show us your serious

mailto:comments@asmfc.org


Bonnie Sue Charter’s, LLC 

 
 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, 
 
    My Name is Robert Rhodes and I’m a US Coast Guard 
licensed Master Captain. I own my own Charter Fishing 
Business “Bonnie Sue Charters, LLC”. Charter boats are 
small businesses and survive on fishing.  
 
    Over the past few years our industry has lost 7 weeks of our 
season. It is important for our business to have Option C2, 
which would allow the customers on our Charter boats to keep 
2 striped bass per person. 
 
     I also believe if we are going to loose our trophy season we 
should prohibit catch and release season from January 
through May 15 so these big fish can spawn undisturbed! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Captain Bobby Rhodes 
6347 Trailing Arbutus Ct. 
Lothian, Md. 20711  
 



Dear ASMFC,  
 
 My name is Brendan Richards. I am an avid recreational angler from Rhode Island, and 
have been fishing for striped bass for over 25 years. In that time, I have been struck time and 
again by how highly esteemed these fish are at both a cultural level in the region, and at a 
personal level by untold multitudes of anglers, myself included. The striped bass is a special 
fish, and is the keystone species of the north east's inshore fishery. This is why I am deeply 
concerned about both the current state of the fishery, as well as its future. I am writing you today 
to voice my support for the most conservative options for Draft Addendum II, which are as 
follows:  
 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all 
modes) 
 Recreational harvest needs to be reigned in and reduced in order to better rebuild this 
stock. Additionally, I oppose mode splits. Patrons of for-hire vessels are still recreational 
fishermen, no more, no less. Paying a fare to fish from a for-hire vessel should not grant them 
special privilege. Also, we cannot keep widening and moving the slot limit to follow the 2015 
year class as it matures and grows to ensure a little more short-term success for archaic 
business models that are allegedly so reliant on dead fish. While I am far from "anti-harvest" I 
fully acknowledge that at this precarious time in the state of the fishery, fish in the water are 
more valuable than fish in the freezer.  
 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY 
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.  
 Consistency across the region will result in regulation that is both more strongly followed 
and more easily enforced. The more stringent regulation is required again to reign in 
recreational harvest. Again too, mode splits should be denied. For-hire fares are still 
recreational anglers, they need to contribute to the conservation effort the same as the other 
recreational anglers.  
 
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the 
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas 
 In line with the theme of my comments, I support this option as the fish are in need of 
decisive conservation efforts. Let it be known, that I would prefer for commercial reductions to 
come off of landings rather than quotas as this would give the reduction more meaningful 
traction. However, in the absence of such options on the table, I support the uniform 14.5% 
reduction in quota.  
 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action 
 We need swift, decisive action after the release of the next stock assessment in 2024. 
The best way to achieve that is through allowing board action.  
 
In conclusion, we all need to step lightly at this current moment and err strongly on the side of 
conservation with the future of this fishery so grimly uncertain. While I recognize the concerns of 



some in the for-hire and commercial industry, the greatest benefit to all is to act with an eye to 
the long term. More lenient regulations may seem beneficial at the current moment, but they are 
most certainly to prove detrimental in the long run. And frankly, our inshore fishery is looking 
more sparse all the time, there will likely not be much to replace striped bass as angling 
opportunity should the stock crash. We all need these fish. We should care for them 
accordingly. 
 
Thank you and sincerely,  
 
Brendan Richards  
brendan.richards1138@gmail.com  
401-302-3774  
3595 Post Rd, Apt. 15207  
Warwick, RI 02886 

mailto:brendan.richards1138@gmail.com




From: Capt. Ron/Fishermen
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum 11
Date: Sunday, December 10, 2023 2:45:48 PM
Attachments: AG - New Jersey Fish & Wildlife ltr 10-24-2023.doc

Gentlemen,

I am sending the attached document as representation of the Party and Charter boat
Captains of New Jersey. 
Please note, the last page I did not include all the signatures as I wanted for you to
get the just of the letter.

Thank you for your time, I am looking forward to hearing from you on this matter.

Capt.Ron Santee/Fishermen/Atlantic Highlands, NJ 

mailto:captainrononly@verizon.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org

November 21, 2023

Mr. Joseph Cimino




Senator Vin Gopal


New Jersey Fish & Wildlife



802 West Park Avenue


P.O. Box 418





Suite 302


Port Republic, NJ  08241



Ocean Township, NJ  07712


Mr. Jeff Kaelin


547 New England Road


Cape May, NJ  08204













Re:
Striped bass bogus mortality rate


Gentlemen:


We, the undersigned New Jersey fishing boat captains, are writing because you are the three New Jersey members who represent the State of New Jersey on the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (herein “Commission”).


The Commission in an October 19, 2023 news release claimed that the “unexpectedly high 2022 fishing mortality rate continues” for striped bass, and it used that mortality rate to justify its emergency action in reducing the number of striped bass that can be kept (p. 1).


The Commission earlier in February 2021 issued a “Public Information Document” regarding “Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass” that stated it “currently applies a 9% hooking mortality rate. . .” based upon a study conducted by Diodati and Richards, (1996), (herein “Study”), (p. 16).



That Study stated in pertinent part (p. 301) that anglers,

. . .


“were limited to terminal gear consisting of unbaited lures with one to three treble hooks, single-hook rubber jigs, or baited single hooks.  Only barbed hooks were used, (Emphasis added).


. . .


Mr. Joseph Cimino 


Mr. Jeff Kaelin 


Senator Vin Gopal

Page 2


November 21, 2023



The Commission’s basis for claiming a 9% mortality rate therefore is based upon the Study.  However, “barbed hooks” are no longer used to catch striped bass.  The Study therefore is outdated and useless in determining the correct mortality rate for striped bass caught on circle hooks.



The mandatory use of circle hooks now lowers the mortality rate for striped bass.  The Commission in its October 19, 2023 News Release thus acknowledged: “Circle hooks have been proven to help reduce rates of gut-hooking when fished correctly” (p. 17).


The Commission therefore must immediately stop using its bogus 9% mortality rate.  That would result in not needing to impose its current regulations regarding how many (and size) striped bass can be kept.  That also would result in raising the number of fish that can be caught because of a lower mortality rate.


The Commission also should rescind its 2023 mandate that only one striped bass can be kept, as it was based upon data that has no relevance to the mortality rate using circle hooks, and it should reimpose the 2022 regulations regarding size and how many striped bass can be kept.


The Commission may claim that other data supports its 9% number and that some estimates are even higher.  Any such claims should be disregarded, as the Commission apparently has no credible evidence regarding the mortality rate when circle hooks are used.


The State of New Jersey should withdraw from the Commission if it refuses to act because its numbers cannot be trusted and because the Department of New Jersey Fish & Wildlife can regulate circle hooks; fish size; number of fish that can be kept; etc.


Furthermore, the Commission’s August 2, 2023 news release referred to its emergency action in developing additional measures to aid rebuilding and stated that its proposed finalized Draft Amendment 11 will be considered at its winter meeting.  That news release added that the Commission will include modifications to the slot limit “with harvest season closures as a secondary non-preferred option” (p. 1), (Emphasis added).

Objecting to Draft Amendment 11 will be a futile exercise and have no practical effect because a majority of the other member states may approve it regardless of what New Jersey does.


New Jersey anglers as a result will be bound by Amendment 11 for many years to come regardless of how onerous it may be; regardless of how inaccurate the Commission’s information may be; and regardless of how unfair it may be.


There thus is no good reason for New Jersey to give up its sovereignty over its waters in exchange for such a possible bleak outcome.


Mr. Joseph Cimino 


Mr. Jeff Kaelin 


Senator Vin Gopal

Page 3


November 21, 2023


Accordingly, the only prudent thing to do is for New Jersey to withdraw from the Compact governing the Commission pursuant to Article XII of its Compact that enables members states to renounce the Compact by “sending six months’ notice in writing to withdraw from the compact to the other states party thereto” (p. 4).


We thank you for your attention to this matter.
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Mr. Joseph Cimino     Senator Vin Gopal 
New Jersey Fish & Wildlife    802 West Park Avenue 
P.O. Box 418      Suite 302 
Port Republic, NJ  08241    Ocean Township, NJ  07712 
 
Mr. Jeff Kaelin 
547 New England Road 
Cape May, NJ  08204        
 
     Re: Striped bass bogus mortality rate 

 
 
Gentlemen: 
 
 We, the undersigned New Jersey fishing boat captains, are writing because you are the 
three New Jersey members who represent the State of New Jersey on the Atlantic States Marine 
Fisheries Commission (herein “Commission”). 
 
 The Commission in an October 19, 2023 news release claimed that the “unexpectedly 
high 2022 fishing mortality rate continues” for striped bass, and it used that mortality rate to 
justify its emergency action in reducing the number of striped bass that can be kept (p. 1). 
 
 The Commission earlier in February 2021 issued a “Public Information Document” 
regarding “Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass” 
that stated it “currently applies a 9% hooking mortality rate. . .” based upon a study conducted by 
Diodati and Richards, (1996), (herein “Study”), (p. 16). 
 
 That Study stated in pertinent part (p. 301) that anglers, 
 

. . . 
 

“were limited to terminal gear consisting of unbaited lures with one to three treble 
hooks, single-hook rubber jigs, or baited single hooks.  Only barbed hooks were 
used, (Emphasis added). 
 

. . . 
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 The Commission’s basis for claiming a 9% mortality rate therefore is based upon the 
Study.  However, “barbed hooks” are no longer used to catch striped bass.  The Study therefore 
is outdated and useless in determining the correct mortality rate for striped bass caught on circle 
hooks. 
 
 The mandatory use of circle hooks now lowers the mortality rate for striped bass.  The 
Commission in its October 19, 2023 News Release thus acknowledged: “Circle hooks have been 
proven to help reduce rates of gut-hooking when fished correctly” (p. 17). 
  
 The Commission therefore must immediately stop using its bogus 9% mortality rate.  
That would result in not needing to impose its current regulations regarding how many (and size) 
striped bass can be kept.  That also would result in raising the number of fish that can be caught 
because of a lower mortality rate. 
 
 The Commission also should rescind its 2023 mandate that only one striped bass can be 
kept, as it was based upon data that has no relevance to the mortality rate using circle hooks, and 
it should reimpose the 2022 regulations regarding size and how many striped bass can be kept. 
 

The Commission may claim that other data supports its 9% number and that some 
estimates are even higher.  Any such claims should be disregarded, as the Commission 
apparently has no credible evidence regarding the mortality rate when circle hooks are used. 
 
 The State of New Jersey should withdraw from the Commission if it refuses to act 
because its numbers cannot be trusted and because the Department of New Jersey Fish & 
Wildlife can regulate circle hooks; fish size; number of fish that can be kept; etc. 
 
 Furthermore, the Commission’s August 2, 2023 news release referred to its emergency 
action in developing additional measures to aid rebuilding and stated that its proposed finalized 
Draft Amendment 11 will be considered at its winter meeting.  That news release added that the 
Commission will include modifications to the slot limit “with harvest season closures as a 
secondary non-preferred option” (p. 1), (Emphasis added). 
 

Objecting to Draft Amendment 11 will be a futile exercise and have no practical effect 
because a majority of the other member states may approve it regardless of what New Jersey 
does. 

 
New Jersey anglers as a result will be bound by Amendment 11 for many years to come 

regardless of how onerous it may be; regardless of how inaccurate the Commission’s information 
may be; and regardless of how unfair it may be. 

 
There thus is no good reason for New Jersey to give up its sovereignty over its waters in 

exchange for such a possible bleak outcome. 
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Accordingly, the only prudent thing to do is for New Jersey to withdraw from the 
Compact governing the Commission pursuant to Article XII of its Compact that enables 
members states to renounce the Compact by “sending six months’ notice in writing to withdraw 
from the compact to the other states party thereto” (p. 4). 

 
We thank you for your attention to this matter. 
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From: Frank Santora
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass fishing addendum
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 10:43:46 AM

Please do what you can to protect the bass, they are only beginning to recover. My vote would
be to eliminate commercial fishing as much as possible, and EXPLAIN the thinking behind
the slot size so recreational fisherman respect it more. None of us understand why that
particular size fish is the least valuable to the population.
My daughter caught her first striper this year and we released it and had a reproduction made.
I would like to be able to go fishing with her every year and have the opportunity to catch a
big fish, this creates interest in kids for life. 
Please protect our bass, and I have attached a photo you can use to make the case for the value
of the species beyond the dinner table. Let's not ruin their recovery! When I was a kid this
would have never happened because they were over fished, let's not make that mistake again
just because we had a couple good years! 

Thanks, 

Frank and Elise Santora 

mailto:santora.frank@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org




ASMFC Amendment 7, Addendum II Comment 
Jason Seman- Owner of Maryland Fishing and Hunting, LLC 

Vice President, Area 1 for the Maryland Charter Boat Association 
 

  
 I started my small business in 2018 in Maryland and just in this brief span of time I could have not envisioned 
the amount of turmoil the Striped Bass Fishery and Fishermen alike have faced. Not only economic, but the instability 
surrounding the State fish of Maryland. 
 
 In an act of preservation, in 2020 the State of Maryland acted to reduce harvest of Striped Bass by 18% and a 
total of 28% including Commercial harvest.  Consequently, our industries season was shortened in a three phase effort 
help rejuvenate the Striped Bass population. In summary: 13 days of our Spring Fishery was eliminated, 16 days of 
our Summer Fishery was canceled, and the last 5 days of our Winter Fishery was closed. This effort that was once 
available to us as anglers can also be seen in Amendment 7’s public comment on page 61 based on the 2019 data set. 
The alterations to the season continued into 2023 and it has now been announced that 15 additional days have been 
taken from our once most popular Spring Trophy Season in 2024. 
 
 In summary, we have lost 49 days of our Striped Bass Fishing Season in Maryland since 2018. As a For Hire 
Sector, we now only have a 6 month, 1 week window of time to support our families. 
 
 Though we are thankful for our partnership with fishery management staff within the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources, we continue to live in fear year in and year out, and worry what will impact our family 
businesses next? Will we be able to operate in Maryland as an industry if proposed regulations continue to shorten our 
seasons and daily harvest limits? Will there be a positive outcome in the future as it relates to the additional closures 
and smaller slot limits? 
 
 Like most Charter Boats under the FACTS reporting system, we primarily operate a For Harvest based 
business model. Most of our customers book trips with us, to spend the day enjoying the gifts that the Chesapeake 
Bay has to offer, and to take home their catch to feed their families. 
 
 A short window of time ago, the fruits of our fishery were realized and supported in the Spring of 2020 during 
the Global Pandemic, when anglers in Maryland were allowed to feed their families as an act of sustenance by 
Governor Larry Hogan. It is important to have the understanding that it is not wrong to make a harvest in moderation 
and that it is important for all Americans to be able to do so with consideration. 
 
 As professional fishermen, we understand the consequences of catch and release fishing when using artificial 
bait, live bait, and cut bait. It would be devastating to watch the amount of dead discards lost on a daily basis due to 
deep hook sets or the mishandling of fish when forced to catch and release for entertainment beyond a one fish limit. 
It is our belief that when a two fish limit per angler is in place, we mitigate the consequences of over fishing by 
ceasing operation, and additional Striped Bass are spared. We believe that if you do not have a set limit that 
satisfactory for a customer to harvest, it would force anglers to catch and release in abundance, causing more harm to 
the resource, and more mishandling of fish which is unnecessary. 
 
 It is the key principle to why the Commercial Sectors mortality rate is so low. As professional fishermen we 
strongly believe our release mortality rate is equivalent to or lower than the commercial fishery in Maryland at this 
time.  As professional fisherman we understand the correct way to handle and release fish. We are professional 
fisherman that hold the same credentials as all commercial fisherman, we all are required to own a Tidal Fish License 
or a Guide’s License to participate in our fishery.  There is absolutely no logical reason why we as professional 
fisherman, are considered to have a higher release mortality than our colleagues in the commercial fishery. The unique 
ability to manage of our fishery and understanding the differences between the mortality of professional fishermen 
and recreational fishermen is a key principle that is only defined through Conservation Equivalency. The rationale that 
we are reliant on MRIP data estimates and not our own reporting harvest system creates even more division and 
opportunity for error in the Chesapeake Bay. 
 
 It is to be noted that the most recent NOAA pilot study has concluded that the MRIP-FES data is 
fundamentally flawed. The Recreational Catch & Effort data could potentially be effected significantly by “Switching 



the sequence of questions resulted in fewer reporting errors and illogical responses, and effort estimates that were 
generally 30 to 40 percent lower for shore and private boat modes than estimates produced from the current design” 
(Link: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/recreational-fishing-data/fishing-effort-survey-research-and-improvements). 
 
 It is my belief that we will see negative impacts from too narrow of a slot limit at certain times of the season 
and predominantly in the upper areas of the Chesapeake Bay where there are predominantly larger fish most of the 
season. It will be comparable to the number of released fish when we once had a 20” minimum size limit. This has 
been previously described as “incredible” and my hope is that I am wrong. We believe that we have already seen small 
samples of this during our tenure in the fishery when for profit fishing tournaments occur. They yield heavy pressure 
to small areas of the Chesapeake Bay in warm water months. Discards are visibly high due to narrow size 
requirements, in order to capture the best catch, or winning fish. Unfortunately, most of this goes unreported because 
the Recreational Sector in Maryland is not utilizing an Electronic Reporting System for the most accurate data 
analysis. We as an industry support the initiative for Electronic Reporting to be mandatory for all fisherman alike and 
urge the State of Maryland to limit the amount of tournaments that take place on an annual basis. 
 
 As a For Hire Fleet, our harvest is understood to be minimal in comparison to the total data set and should be 
the most accurate based on its parameters. To elaborate, as professional fishermen we have been asked over a three 
year period to log not only harvest data of all species through the FACTS Reporting System, but all releases, method, 
and even bait caught. This comprehensive data set was recorded per trip and verified by random surveys by Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources employees.  These employees were given our estimated check in time back at the 
dock with advanced notice during each trip. Our customers also took surveys after each trip when requested by state 
employees to verify our harvest data accuracy and their personal fishing history within the past season. 
 
 Not only have our Captains and Crew have been willing to better this fishery, our customers have devoted 
their time to it as well. 
 
 In previous years, Electronic Reporting has afforded the 377 For Hire Eligible Vessels the opportunity to 
attempt to function as a For Hire Sector under a two fish harvest limit through the FACTS Reporting System. Without 
it, our industry would have collapsed because it is our belief that the majority of our customers would not book with 
us for a 1 fish per angler harvest limit. Without FACTS, it would not only be devastating to our family businesses to 
loose a two fish limit, it is our belief that it would cause unreported over fishing, and have detrimental consequences 
to the fish that we care so much about. 
 
 As previously noted before Catch and Release Mortality is a huge concern. The action by the State of 
Maryland to close the 15 day Striped Bass Trophy Season without considering further closure of the Catch and 
Release Season from January to March 31st is baffling. Why would you let anglers target fish that have not spawned? 
Why would you let anglers interrupt their spawning cycle in the tributaries of the Chesapeake Bay, exhaust them, and 
then release them with no limitations? If the Stock Assessment is truly faltering, why are we not taking all measures to 
protect the breeding Striped Bass? “The Stock Assessment assumes, based on previous studies, that 9% of the fish that 
are released alive die as a result of being caught” (page 8, Addendum II), why are we not taking further Emergency 
Action? 
 
 This statement parallels Mr. Michael Luisi’s quote on page 28 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Management 
Board Meeting on October 18, 2023 “I feel pretty strongly, and I’ve made this clear to the Board, that I think no 
targeting closures are appropriate in this fishery, where the majority of the mortality is coming from fish being 
released. I realize that it is a large recreational fishery, and fish are always going to die after being released.” (Link: 
https://asmfc.org/files/2023AnnualMeeting/AtlStripedBassManagementBoard_October2023.pdf) 
 
 Our concerns continue in relation to the Annual Young of the Year Survey. (Link for Image Below: 
https://dnr.maryland.gov/fisheries/pages/striped-bass/juvenile-index.aspx) 
 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/recreational-fishing-data/fishing-effort-survey-research-and-improvements
https://asmfc.org/files/2023AnnualMeeting/AtlStripedBassManagementBoard_October2023.pdf
https://dnr.maryland.gov/fisheries/pages/striped-bass/juvenile-index.aspx


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 If you look at the graph above you will see the 22 collection sites that have been historically utilized for the 
Young of the Year Study. If you are a fishermen in the Chesapeake Bay you will notice that most of these sites are 
located in areas with high levels of invasive species. This has caused predation issues that the State of Maryland yet to 
resolve. The Blue Catfish and Snake Head Species are a huge problem, and have made most species a form of prey in 
the Chesapeake Bay. It has been even described as biblical by fishermen in some areas of the Chesapeake Bay due to 
the voracity of these predators and how they adapt to new environments. It is obvious why the States Young of the 
Year Studies have yielded little data and this issue needs to be resolved through a Fishery Management Plan. It is my 
belief that credible Emergency Action has yet to take place in regards to this issue. 
 
 During the Moratorium, fishermen went to work at the fish hatcheries to revitalize the Striped Bass 
Population. This has been forgotten. We realize the issue of predation is occurring now but lack a comparable 
restocking program in these historical areas of reproduction or alternative sites. Our State has the opportunity to start a 
reproduction effort through sites like the Joseph Manning Hatchery (Link: 
https://dnr.maryland.gov/fisheries/pages/hatcheries/manning.aspx). This action needs to be further explored to combat 
environmental issues related to the spawning stocks environment and issues surrounding predation for a >1 year old 
Striped Bass. The effects that predation are having on ASMFC’s Technical Committees model before age 1 are 
unknown. This needs to be studied at the current collection sites and abroad. 
  
 The Young of the Year collection site map also continues to lack of data collected in the Middle of the 
Chesapeake Bay. This large area from The Choptank River to Pooles Island is where most Striped Bass Fishermen 
spend their time and have observation year round. It causes us to have great doubt in regards to the accuracy 
surrounding the Young of the Year Survey and how it is conducted. 
 
 As fishermen we observe young fish in the Middle Bay but we feel that 1/3 of the Chesapeake Bay has been 
virtually ignored. As we all know, climate change has effected the fishery in different ways, we have even introduced 
a pilot program for Shrimping in the Commercial Fishery in Maryland. It is without hesitation, I can say that the 
Striped Bass populations migrations patterns have changed due to climate, water quality, and predation issues 
(including mass schools of dolphin from March- September effecting fishery). Collection sites need to be added to the 
Middle Chesapeake Bay to create a better understanding of what is occurring in Maryland waters. 
 
 We as fishermen, fish where the fish are, and these patterns have changed drastically within the last decade. I 
question the data where reproductive efforts are supposedly lacking from 5 years ago, when we consistently catch an 
abundance of 19-26” fish. The real question at hand is where is the abundance of 26+ inch fish from June until 
December? Is it related to over harvest by all user groups, is this an issue in relation to lack of bait & forage to support 
an adult Striped Bass due to implications of the Menhaden Reduction Industry, or is this a broader multi-state 
environmental issue due to urban sprawl, or all of the above? 
  
 As a professional Captain on the Chesapeake Bay and a member of the For Hire Sector, I am extremely 
concerned about the health fishery and our local fishing industry. Potential management decisions year after year 

https://dnr.maryland.gov/fisheries/pages/hatcheries/manning.aspx


continue to shorten our season with little evidence of observed beneficial change. On Page 9 of Addendum II, it is 
noted that the Chesapeake Bay For Hire Removals decreased by 27% in 2022. As a fishermen, I am not sure how 
much more an industry can sacrifice before it collapses. Not just due to shortened seasons and limits, but due to the 
negativity that surrounds it, the economic decline in America as boats sit at the dock currently, and the lack of accurate 
data to make the best management decisions possible. 
 
 As a whole the Chesapeake Bay’s Recreational Harvest numbers were estimated to be 20% of the coast wide 
harvest in 2022, down 15% from 2021 (35%). As a mariner on the Chesapeake Bay, we have noticed a decline in boat 
traffic on the Chesapeake Bay since the Global Pandemic. Even less in 2023 and I hypothesize that Recreational 
Harvest numbers will continue to decline because of Economic stress in America and because they are created by 
inaccurate estimations of harvest data. The economic impacts that have effected the fishery can be supported by a 
recent Public Information request by the President of the Maryland Charter Boat Association, where boats engaged in 
the FACTS reporting system caught a total number Striped Bass in the following totalities: 121,771 in 2020, 116,581 
in 2021, and 101,043 in 2022. This is a 17% reduction in catch over the last two years which is largely related to the 
economy. 
 
 An example of this can also been seen in the Chesapeake Bay Wide Commercial Harvest Quota Breakdown 
on page 23 of Addendum II. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 Unused Chesapeake Bay Commercial Quota is comparable to the year of the pandemic and could be 
attributed to the economic instability in America. The Chesapeake Bay and Rivers portion of the quota was 1,445,394 
lbs in 2022 (page 25 of Addendum II). The correlation of the average price per pound vs Commercial Harvest 
fulfillment needs to be studied to further understand if quota is not being caught because of lack of biomass or 
personal choice. 
 
 As a member of the For- Hire Sector, it is clear that the Upper and Mid Chesapeake Bay is predominately 
reliant on this fish as an industry. Our State Fish supports not only Maryland Captains, but the surrounding 
communities and business owners alike. In 2020 NOAA announced that Recreational Fishing in the United States 
contributed to $98 Billion dollars in sales (Link: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/sustainable-
fisheries/fisheries-economics-united-states). The Fishing industry is a huge part of our economy and is pivotal to our 
way of life in Maryland. 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/sustainable-fisheries/fisheries-economics-united-states
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/sustainable-fisheries/fisheries-economics-united-states


 
 As a professional fishermen on the Chesapeake Bay, in regards to option 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational 
Fishery Options, I support Option C2 on page 15 of Addendum II. It is the only option that gives us the widest slot 
limit and two fish limit for the For Hire Sector. This option changes our slot drastically from a 19”-31in fish to a 19”-
24” fish. In my professional opinion, it will save the most fish because it will lead to fewer unnecessary releases. I 
support my statement with the data outlined above. My hope is that the board will take measures to make this fishery 
more stable through more accurate data collection methods and improved management measures. 
 
 In regards to Option “3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options All ocean options (besides the status quo) 
propose a change to the slot limit’s maximum size; some option also change the long-standing minimum size limit. 
The range of options considers a distinct (wider) slot limit for the for-hire fishing mode when conducting a for-hire 
trip to address concerns heard from for-hire operators about the potential for increased discards with narrower slots 
and the general desire for anglers on for-hire trips to harvest a fish. The impact of the wider for-hire slot on the 
reduction to be achieved is limited due to the small contribution of for-hire removals to total ocean removals (average 
6% of ocean recreational harvest and 3% of total ocean removals over the past three years). The wider for-hire slot 
will provide less protection to the 2015 year-class, which will be age 9 in 2024 with an estimated average length of 
34”. 
 
 I support option “Option C. 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 seasons for private vessel/shore anglers; 1 fish at 
28” to 33” with 2022 seasons for the for-hire mode.” This is the widest slot limit for the For Hire Sector while creating 
the most opportunity for reduction. 
 
 In regards to option “3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are 
selected) If a recreational mode split management option is selected for ocean and/or Chesapeake Bay recreational 
fisheries (i.e., different recreational size or bag limit for the for-hire mode vs. private vessel/shore anglers), the Board 
will select one of the following options to determine how those measures would apply to individuals during for-hire 
trips.” 
 
 I support “Option A. Status Quo. No requirement in the Interstate FMP for Atlantic Striped Bass regarding 
how for-hire measures would apply to individuals during for-hire trips.” It is my belief as a For Hire Sector should be 
separated from the Recreational Sector based on how our data is collected through the FACTS Reporting System. It 
justifies our harvest data is accurate and should be an overwhelming deciding factor when further fishery management 
solutions are proposed. 
 
 In regards to option “3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements State allowances for at-sea/shore-
side filleting of recreationally-caught striped bass, especially where racks are not required to be retained for 
enforcement with size limits or there are not corresponding minimum/maximum fillet lengths, could make it is easier 
for non-compliance to occur. Enforcement with maximum size limits in particular may be more challenging with 
filleting allowances (i.e., fillets can be trimmed to correspond to maximum fish size). Minimum requirements for 
states that allow filleting would increase compliance. Appendix 1 lists current state filleting regulations.” 
 
 I support “Option A. Status quo. No requirement in the Interstate FMP for Atlantic Striped Bass related to at 
sea/shore side filleting.” I support this because it is a logistics problem when running fishing parties. To be the most 
efficient on the water, it is beneficial to be able to process fish in a timely manner. It should also be recognized that 
several marinas on the Chesapeake Bay do not allow fish cleaning. The ability to not be able to opportunistically clean 
your catch at sea would create unforeseen problems for many. 
 
 In regards to option “3.2 Commercial Fishery Management Proposed options for the ocean and Chesapeake 
Bay commercial fisheries are presented below. All options use the commercial quotas and commercial size limits in 
place in 2022 as the starting point for applying a commercial quota reduction (Section 3.2.1). All commercial quotas 
are in pounds.” 
 
 I support “Option B. The ocean commercial fisheries and/or Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries will be 
managed by quotas representing up to a 14.5% reduction from their 2022 quotas with their 2022 size limits. The 
Board will select the specific percent reduction between zero and 14.5%.” It is my understanding that all three user 
groups all have an impact on this fishery. This gives the most leniency in regards to modification of the Chesapeake 



Bay commercial harvest and allows the board to work within the interstate structure to meet fishery management 
reductions. My request is that board take leniency in regards to reduction of the commercial sector because they have 
already received grand reductions in the past as stakeholders. As Commercial Watermen, we are financially dependent 
on the fishery through harvest, and it is important to recognize the personal sacrifices that are made when reductions 
occur. 
 
 In regards to “3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates If an upcoming stock assessment prior to the 
rebuilding deadline, currently 2029, indicates the stock is not projected to rebuild by 2029 with a probability greater 
than or equal to 50%” 
 
 I support Option A. “Status Quo: the Board would initiate and develop an addendum to consider adjusting 
management measures. 
 
 • An addendum process includes a public comment period with public hearings and an opportunity to submit 
written comments on the draft addendum document. 
 • Based on assessment timing and the typical addendum development and implementation process, new 
measures would likely not be implemented until two years following the assessment. For example, the 2024 stock 
assessment is expected in October 2024. If the Board initiates an addendum in October 2024, approves it for public 
comment in February 2025, and then selects final measures in May 2025, the earliest implementation would likely be 
late 2025 or early 2026.” 
 
 I support this because without a public comment period, the stakeholders in each effected fishery will not 
have a voice. It is important for the public to be able to interact with decision makers at all levels and to be able 
discuss these complex issues that effect so many in differing ways. As stakeholders, if we loose our voice, we loose 
our right to vote. 



iFishMD.com
Sport Fishing Charters

December 21, 2023

ASMFC
1050 N. Highland Street
Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, VA 2220

Re: Draft Addendum II
Attn: Striped Bass Board

I am writing to offer my comments on Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Interstate
Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass. As fishing guide/charter on the
Chesapeake Bay and a representative for a Maryland recreational boat manufacturer, I desire
the board to take necessary action to ensure abundance of striped bass. The Maryland portion
of the Chesapeake Bay is dependent upon the species for its sport fishery and so does my
business and many others. That said, under the last set of reductions in Maryland under
Addendum VI, our state department of Natural Resources shifted the burden of the reductions
to the recreational/charter sector and access and opportunity to fish for our state fish in our
greatest natural resource. This had a significant negative impact on my business and others that
support recreational fishing. Because of this, it is my desire for the Chesapeake Bay
recreational sector to operate under status quo, Option A, while the commercial sector in
the Chesapeake Bay should bear the current reduction that matches the recreational
reduction under the regulatory changes enacted for the 2020 season. This would have the
commercial sector sharing in the burden of rebuilding the stock and our managers not benefiting
one sector over another or the businesses that benefit from them. Should further reductions
need to be made to reach targets, I recommend that the use of tighter slots be used before
further loss of days available to fish are enacted.

I also recommend that whatever action the board chooses in ensuring abundance that they
accept dead discards while reducing harvest as a means of lowering overall mortality. The slot
options presented reduce harvest significantly and only increase release mortality minimally
while allowing participation. Participation is what drives the socio-economic benefit to sport
fishing. At no-time should no-target closures be considered as a means of reducing mortality
given that a mortality reduction cannot be quantified over no-harvest closures and access to
fishing can be provided while not allowing harvest. Guides, charters, fuel docks, marinas,
marine services, tackle shops, etc. depend upon access to fishing remaining open. Closures
stifle business and should be avoided at all costs!!

Sincerely

Capt Greg Shute, FGR202

Homeport: Annapolis Maryland
410-533-1435 | ifishmd@gmail.com

mailto:ifishmd@gmail.com


C-Devil II Sportfishing, Inc.
331 Burdickville Road
Charlestown, RI 02813
captainkelly@cdevilsportfishing.com
(401)374-1439

November 30, 2023

Emilie Franke
Fishery Management Plan Coordinator
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission

Dear Ms. Franke,

I am writing to express my unwavering support for the approval of distinct measures tailored to the for-hire sector,
specifically endorsing Option C outlined in Section 3.1.1 of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission's
(ASMFC) Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 for Atlantic Striped Bass. As a professional fishing charter captain of
over forty years, I have been and remain a steadfast advocate for sustainable fisheries management. As such, I firmly
believe that this approach is pivotal in striking a delicate balance between the conservation imperatives of the Atlantic
Striped Bass population and the socio-economic influences and recreational considerations of both the for-hire fleet and
individual anglers.

Option C, which advocates for separate regulations for the for-hire sector, takes into account the unique characteristics
of this segment of the fishing industry. It acknowledges the socio-economic impact of the for-hire fleet, playing a crucial
role in providing recreational opportunities, supporting local businesses, and contributing to the cultural and economic
well-being of our coastal communities.

Beyond these broader considerations, it is essential to recognize the recreational anglers who value and deserve the
opportunity to harvest a Striped Bass for personal consumption. Recreational fishing not only fosters a connection to the
marine environment but also provides a means for individuals to appreciate and sustainably harvest fish for their tables.
The for-hire fleet, with its expertise and infrastructure, can play a pivotal role in facilitating this experience for
recreational anglers seeking to take a fish home for dinner.

By acknowledging the harvest aspirations of recreational anglers and permitting the sustainable harvest of Striped Bass,
we can strike a balance that supports both the conservation goals prompting emergency action and the cultural traditions
of individual anglers. The for-hire fleet, as a facilitator for these experiences, is an essential partner in promoting
responsible and ethical fishing practices.

Additionally, I express my support for Option A in Section 3.1.4, which proposes maintaining the Status Quo which has
no requirement for at-sea/shoreside filleting. Imposing fillet restrictions would disrupt established operations for for-hire
businesses and introduce an additional burden of disposing of racks. Given that for-hire businesses are fully booked
when Striped Bass is available, mandating filleting at the dock or retaining racks would disrupt the seamless flow of
operations, limiting the efficiency and profitability of for-hire operations and diminishing our ability to make a living. I
propose working collaboratively with the Striped Bass Advisory Panel to develop practical industry solutions for future
actions.

Thank you for considering these perspectives, and I trust that the ASMFC will make decisions that are based in sound
science supported by actual data, and uphold the ecological health of the Atlantic Striped Bass population and the
security of the for-hire sector, which greatly contributes to the economic vitality of the region.

Sincerely,

Capt. Kelly Smith



Captain Michael D. Smolek 
Penny Sue Charters 

243 Obrecht Road 
Sykesville, MD 21784 

(443) 280-4410 
 

 
December 6, 2023 
 
 
Emile Frank 
Atlan�c States Marine Fisheries Commission 
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite A-N 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
Dear ASMFC: 
 
I am wri�ng to state my concerns with the poten�al cutbacks to striped bass fishing in the 
Maryland Chesapeake Bay. 
 
As a charter captain on the Chesapeake Bay for over 23 years, I would like to state that the 
ASMFC must consider Op�on C2 which allows customers on charter boats to keep two striped 
bass per day.  A reduc�on to our customers in the number of fish they may keep will be 
catastrophic for the charter industry.  Over the past several years, the charter captains have had 
to follow new regula�ons to sustain the fishery.  The boat fish has been eliminated; I have 
endured a two-week closure during prime fishing season in July, slot size requirements were 
ins�tuted by emergency regula�on this year, and enrollment in the DNR FACTS program which 
cons�tutes electronic monitoring by MD DNR.  Now for 2024, the State of Maryland has 
eliminated the trophy season and there is talk of extending the two-week summer closure in 
July with an addi�onal week in August. 
 
Other data through a recent “Public Informa�on Act” request from MD DNR shows that the 
charter fleet has already had a reduc�on of 17% of striped bass caught over the past two years.  
Total striped bass harvest reported by MD Charter Boats in 2020 is 121,771 fish, in 2021 
116,581 fish, in 2022 101,043 fish and as of 1 November 2023, 79,715 fish.   One of the main 
contributors to this is the declining economy which, in turn, reduced the number of charter 
fishing trips taken.  By looking at the numbers in the PIA the charter fleet is not the problem 
with the striped bass stock. 
 
On Page 9 of Addendum II, it clearly states Chesapeake Bay For-Hire removals decreased by 
27%.  
 



The charter For-Hire industry is accountable for our catch and the MD-DNR knows exactly what 
our impact is.  We are the smallest user group in the Maryland Chesapeake Bay as compared to 
the regular recrea�onal anglers and commercial sectors. We have been ac�vely engaged with 
the MD-DNR for years suppor�ng measures to help striped bass recover.  
 
If the ASMFC reduces our catch to one fish, you are essen�ally pu�ng the charter fleet out of 
business.  This reduc�on also affects local hotels/motels, restaurants, bait and tackle shops, etc.  
The trickle-down effect on the local economies cannot be made up in other ways.  Our business 
and those depending on the charter customers will be unable to recover from loss of business. 
 
Another major problem in the industry is the mortality rate among the recrea�onal fishermen 
(not the charter fleet) and no one is addressing or policing this situa�on.  Through the same PIA, 
MD DNR has sold over 300,000 saltwater licenses.  Many of these licensees fish on a regular 
basis and con�nue to catch and release once they catch their limit for the day which contributes 
to the mortality rate.  Addi�onally, a priority for the protec�on of the female breeding stock 
should be considered, with a moratorium, from 1 January 2024 un�l the recrea�onal season 
opens in May 2024.  This will give the breeding fish an easier path to spawn and rebuild the stock 
without potential harassment and unknown amount of injury and terminated spawning runs.  
 
 
Thank you for considering my concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Captain Michael D. Smolek 
Chesapeake Bay Charter Captain 



Dear Emilie, 

I am reaching out to provide my commentary on the Addendum II to Amendment VII regarding 
Striped Bass management by the ASMFC (Atlantic State Marine Fisheries Commission).  As 
an avid recreational sport fisherman for Striped Bass, I think that it is paramount to 
conservatively protect and manage the existing biomass stock due to declining numbers and 
five years of very poor spawning results. 

This treasured and exciting fishery must be protected for the future.  It is a public resource 
which is owned as much by the youth and future generations of this country as it is by the 
current population of adults currently partaking in it. 

For these reasons my commentary on the items within the addendum are as follows: 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery.   Option B 

Within this fishery I support carrying over a uniform slot from last year which will protect the 
2015 year class (28”-31”).  It is not sensible to settle for a higher slot which will retarget fish 
which have already survived the 2023 season.  Also, it is unreasonable to entertain any 
splitting rules for For-Hire parties, that is simply an attempt to give a handout of a public 
resource for private commerce. 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery.  Option B2 

This selection will provide a uniform slot for within the Bay (19”-24”) and will in fact exceed the 
target of a 14.5% reduction in mortality.  While I am in the favor of conservation, I would not 
ask the bay recreational fishery to take an outsized encumbrance which other sectors are not 
forced into. 

3.1.3 For-Hire Management.  Option B 

While I consider a more permissive set of rules for For-Hire parties to be unconscionable, if the 
board is set on bribing For-Hire constituents with handouts I believe the customers should be 
the only ones to benefit in larger or more fish.  The captain and crew should not be given their 
own more permissive allotment simply for being in the business of bringing people to fish. 

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance.   Option A 

From my listening to the summer meeting, I am under the impression that law enforcement 
representatives did not view filleting rules to be beneficial to enforcement ability.  If the law 
enforcement does not view it as beneficial then I see no reason to make more rules than 
necessary. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota.  Option B 

I support a (full) 14.5% reduction in the commercial quota of each member state.  This is in line 
with recreational reductions and there is no reasonable justification to omit the commercial 
parties from reductions.  The stock is clearly in trouble and all (human) parties that are 
removing striped bass need to experience a reduction in the rate they are removing bass. 



3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates. Option B 

I support the ability for the board to respond via board action after the results of the stock 
assessment in the (likely) event that there is a greater than 50% probability the stock will not 
recover by 2029.  Time is of the essence in responding.  I know that it is a process with many 
competing interests from board members, so I support the board being able to use measures 
that will (hopefully) move things at a better than glacial pace. 

 

The member on the board from my state (MA) is Dr. Mike Armstrong.  I think he has 
impeccable judgement and is pushing for the best interest of this species.  I have told him my 
thoughts on his work and I will tell him again in the future.  If anyone is in doubt of what would 
be in interest of the striped bass, they should discuss it with him. 

 

Sincerely, 

Steven Robichaud 
508 397 2710 
Haverhill, MA 
 

 

 

 



Striped Bass Draft Addendum II COMMENTS
G. Lindemann, December 2023; Page 1

Thank you for this opportunity to provide my input relative to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission’s Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 regarding the management of the Atlantic Striped 
Bass.

I am both Virginia native and resident in the Chesapeake Bay region. In my younger years, I sailed 
competitively up and down the Chesapeake Bay, as well as “outside” in the Atlantic. As an adult, I have 
variously been an award-winning NASA research engineer, turned award-winning economic 
development leader across several Mid-Atlantic states, now entrepreneur. Throughout, I have loved and 
long enjoyed the bounty of our region – the waters, the land, the citizenry, the wildlife – and have an 
especial appreciation for both the recreational and commercial interests vested in the Atlantic and 
Chesapeake Bay.

While I provide farther-reaching comments later in this letter, of most critical relevance to this response 
are my specific inputs to the pending Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) action 
regarding Striped Bass. Accordingly, please accept my comments regarding ASMFC’s draft Addendum 
II and the particular Options that I endorse:

For the following Fisheries:
• Option B: One (1) fish at 28” to 31” (all modes) is the preferred option for the Ocean and 

Chesapeake Bay trophy striped bass fisheries, establishing some degree of equity for all 
anglers.

• Option B1 or B2 – either – is the preferred option for the Chesapeake Bay recreational 
fisheries, establishing some degree of consistency throughout different Bay areas while 
endeavoring to meet conservation improvement.

• Option B for the commercial and recreational fisheries in the Chesapeake Bay region, to 
implement Commercial Quota Reduction in the amount of no less than 14.5%, as a minimal 
step toward reducing striped bass mortality – a goal that must be achieved.

Relative to Stock Assessment Updates:
• Option B in Section 3.3 (Response to Stock Assessment Updates), for I specifically endorse 

that the Board adopt self-management measures that enable it to respond with greater flexibility 
to future stock assessments, as well as to adopt more effective approaches to fishery 
management such as science-based harvest strategies.

***********************

Below, I also present some farther-reaching perspectives on the Striped Bass mortality problem. I offer 
these in the hopes that they may be clarifying and helpful to the ASMFC Board – a Board with 
immense responsibilities made up of individuals who obviously and demonstrably care about our 
fisheries and our environment.

In the interest of time and space herein, I present these further perspectives in only skeletal outline, but 
would be delighted to present further detail and supporting materials to the Board at any future 
opportunity, preferably in the near term as the mortality problem for Striped Bass – as for other species 
you oversee – is urgent:



Striped Bass Draft Addendum II COMMENTS
G. Lindemann, December 2023; Page 2

Please consider the following actions and implications:

1. Adopt, for Striped Bass (and all species), approaches to fisheries management that prioritize 
“Harvest Strategies”: i.e., science-based fisheries management plans that prioritize long-term 
objectives instead of short-term, yearly quotas. Determining such longer-vision and science-based plans 
in advance offers numerous benefits to both the Board and – of most importance – the health of the 
fisheries being managed. Not trivially, either, such an approach would relieve the ASMFC of much of 
the burdensome and inappropriate political pressures that currently beset the Board.

2. Strengthen protections for Menhaden, the critically important forage fish on which Striped 
Bass depend for food. As is being increasingly documented – and sadly apparent to me in simply 
viewing from my own home – the Menhaden population has crashed. Worse, the populations of still 
other critically important species dependent upon Menhaden for their survival such as Ospreys, among 
others, have also suffered drastic losses because of the Menhaden decline. Any approach to the correct 
management of Striped Bass must also see to the protection of Menhaden, as well.

3. Realize the potential legal implications of unacceptable species mortality and/or ill health. 
For the following, as a citizen of Virginia, I reference Virginia statute only, though the principles apply 
beyond Virginia:

Specifically, the drastic declines and mortality of Striped Bass in Virginia waters, as of other 
species under ASMFC purview, may be evidence of violation of the State of Virginia’s “Designated 
Use” provisions of its Water Quality Standards, as sanctioned by the Federal Clean Water Act. In 
particular, the Designated Use of “the propagation and growth of a balanced, indigenous population of 
aquatic life, including game fish, which might reasonably be expected to inhabit them” as sanctioned in 
Virginia Code 9VAC25-260-10 may be seen to be violated as long as the human-caused unsustainable 
population declines and mortality of Striped Bass (or of any other relevant species) persist.

4. End Catch-and-Release, for all and forever.
Catch-and-Release significantly increases not only fish mortality, but also unhealthy and 

disease-ridden fish. Those fish released – of whatever size – are at the very least seriously damaged, 
and will likely never be able to resume viable lives. Whether they soon die, or lingeringly live, they 
then become susceptible to disease/failure to thrive, and in so doing increase by infection or 
contamination through their sick exudation would-be healthy specimens of their own species or other. 
The perpetuation of unhealthy and disease states of species and the environment multiplies. 
Reproductive inadequacy, and mortality increase is unavoidable in such a scenario causing, further, an 
imbalance of indigenous aquatic life populations.

The irrefutable bottomline reality of Catch-and-Release is that it also renders meaningless any 
well-intentioned catch or size limits (by size or quantity). Quotas cannot be claimed to be adhered to as 
long as this practice is allowed. The simple and humane solution is to end this practice forever and for 
all.

I sincerely appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments on draft Addendum II and 
beyond, as I also appreciate the leadership provided by the ASMFC. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me for any reason.
Thank you.



Emilie Franke 
FMP Coordinator 
1050 N. Highland Street 
Suite 200 A-N 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

Dear Ms. Franke, 

I am not a crazy environmentalist who would prefer no striped bass fishing at all. I 
want the resource to be healthy for future generations to enjoy and I’m concerned 
about what I have seen on the water over the years. I hope the striped bass board 
has the POLITICAL WILL to not jeopardize this resource. The Striped bass board 
made some progress in restoring their reputation with Amendment 7 and later, the 
emergency action over the summer. I hope that was the start of something new – 
we can’t return to the status. Until multiple years of a good spawn we should be 
willing to make sacrifices that will pay off in the end. 

For Addendum 2: 

I support option B for section 3.1.1 and option B1 for section 3.1.2. 

I respect that for-hire operators need to make a living. As someone who charters 
several times per season, one fish per angler would not deter me. Two is 
unnecessary. 

It doesn’t seem to me that commercial quotas will have much effect on the stock 
given that they aren’t fully used and I hope commercial quotas are not used to 
create the appearance of a reduction with no actual effect. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Keyen Farrell 

 









        345 Arcadia Road 
        Hope Valley, Rhode Island 02832 
 
        December 22, 2023 
Emilie Franke 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
FMP Coordinator 
1050 N. Highland Street 
Suite 200 A-N 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
RE: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II 
 
Comment letter sent electronically: comments@asmfc.org, Subject line: Striped Bass Draft 
Addendum II   
 
Dear Ms. Franke: 
 
I am writing as a recreational fisherman who regularly fishes for striped bass throughout the 
year, to provide input on the proposed draft changes to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission’s (ASMFC) striped bass regulations. I have recreational fished for striped bass in 
New England for at least 50 years, primarily shore-based or nearshore kayak fishing. I rarely 
keep any fish, and have always sought to minimize injury and potential mortality of the fish that 
I land. I occasionally fish with a local, fee-based charter boat service, and the boat operator 
wisely practices sound catch-and-release practices to minimize injury and mortality of the 
released fish.  I will add that the charter boat operator has told me that we are some of the few 
fishermen who do not keep fish that are allowed under the current slot limit, with many 
customers interested in keeping their allowable slot bass. 
 
I recommend Option B be selected and implemented by ASMFC to help protect and restore the 
striped bass stock, particularly the 2015 year class. I understand that this option is based on the 
2022 fishery data available at the time of the assessment. This option will have the greatest 
overall reduction in harvest, although I recognize that this option is projected to increase 
recreational fishing mortality by 2%. 
 
I also recommend ASMFC select and implement Option B1 for the Chesapeake Bay fishery that 
will restrict the harvest of larger bass greater than 23 inches.  
 
I also recommend ASMFC select and implement Option B for the for-hire management 
measures apply only to patrons during for-hire trips, and strongly recommend that captain and 
crew on for-hire trips are subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits. 
 
I also recommend ASMFC select and implement Option B for all states relating to at-sea/shore-
side filleting of striped bass, to establish minimum requirements, including requirements for: 

mailto:comments@asmfc.org


racks to be retained; skin to be left intact; and possession to be limited to no more than two 
fillets per legal fish. States should also fully consider including language about when and where 
racks may be disposed of, specific to each mode allowed to fillet at-sea/shore. This will help to 
lessen indiscriminant cheating of protective management measures, including conditions in 
Rhode Island where no applicable regulations currently exist. 
 
I also recommend ASMFC select and implement Option B relating to the ocean commercial 
fisheries and/or Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries be managed by quotas representing up 
to a 14.5% reduction from the 2022 commercial quotas and their 2022 size limits. I recommend 
the Board select a specific percent reduction of at least 10%, and preferably 14.5%. The 14.5% 
reduction will help to reduce 3.65 million bass from being harvested in the Atlantic Coastal 
state fisheries.  
 
Lastly, I highly recommend Option B for the Board having the responsibility to respond, via 
Board action, to timely change management measures by voting to pass a motion at a Board 
meeting, instead of developing an addendum or amendment and different from the emergency 
action process. Through this action, the following would occur: 
 
 • Public comment could be provided during Board meetings per the Commission’s guidelines 
for public comment at Board meetings, and/or public comment could be provided in writing to 
the Board per the Commission’s timeline for submission of written public comments prior to 
Board meetings.  
• A more expedited response to assessment updates would result. For example, when the 2024 
stock assessment update is completed in October 2024, the Board could change management 
measures during then October 2024 meeting or a meeting shortly thereafter, and would allow 
new measures to be implemented for at least part of the 2025 season. 
 
Separate from the proposed regulatory changes in the draft document, I recommend that 
ASMFC develop sound strategies, working collaboratively with state fishery biologists and 
communications specialists to reduce recreational fishing release mortality. Each state should 
be emphasizing and broadcasting best practices to handling and releasing fish to minimize 
recreational fishing mortality. It appalls me that fishing mortality is 9%. I recognize that zero 
mortality cannot be realistically achieved, but good practices can be provided and explained 
through various media avenues to optimally lessen this problem. 
 
Thank you for considering my comments on the draft Striped Bass Addendum II.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
James Turek 



Emilie Franke  

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission  

1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N  

Arlington, VA  22201  

Dear Emilie,  

Please find the following comments as my personal opinions on Amendment 7 Addendum 2. 

I firmly believe the striped bass stock condition is much worse than is being projected in this addendum. 
Since I am located toward the Northern reach of the striped bass ocean fishery, we are first to see more 
acute changes in the population. The fishing in my local waters have drastically changed over the years 
and unless severe and swift action is taken, I fear the fishery will collapse. 

I also am having a hard time conceptualizing not taking additional action towards commercial and 
private charter captains, as they have made their motive clear, its not about the fish, it is about their 
wallets. No one want to see this fishery collapse, but in order to prevent it, we all need to make 
sacrifices.  

I support the following Addendum 2 options:  

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options. The membership supports Option B, 1 fish at 28” to 31” 
with 2022 season (all modes).  

I feel that all recreational anglers should operate under the same guidelines related to the size and fish 
limits. I also believe that it is imperative that we protect the 2015-year class and maintain the current 
28” to 31” size limit.   

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options. The membership supports Option B2 at 1 fish at 
19” to 24”.  

Option B2 was selected since it meets the desired 14.5 % reduction while holding all recreational anglers 
to the same size and fish limit.  

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification. The membership supports Option B.  

While I believe all recreational anglers should operate under the same regulations and do not support 
Options C1 or C2, if either of these options are selected then Option B should be used.  

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements. The membership supports Option B.  

Option B gives law enforcement the ability to ensure compliance with regulations.  

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options. I support Option B. 

I support a quota reduction of 14.5%. This would bring the commercial quota reduction into alignment 
with the recreational reduction expected percentages. This is especially needed since some of the states 
have commercial size limits that are focused on the primary spawning stock.   

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment. The membership supports Option B  



I support giving the Board the ability to quickly address stock assessment data that indicates the stock is 
not projected to meet rebuild probability. This option should be limited to only address assessment data 
that indicates the stock will not meet rebuild probability.   

Sincerely,  

Kyle White 

Member - Plum Island Surfcasters 

Member – Massachusetts Striped Bass Association 

Current Board Member, Former Vice Chair – Native Fish Coalition 



From: pamerniewilson
To: Emilie Franke; Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Regulations
Date: Saturday, December 2, 2023 10:56:09 PM

Ladies, Gentlemen and Emily: 
Supplementing my comment letter sent via email on December 1, I am attaching copies of
pictures from a webpage "on the water" referring to recent South New Jersey striped bass
fishing. Are we to believe the fish in these pictures were all in the "slot" or otherwise returned
to the water unharmed? These are just a few examples of the striped bass fishing along the
Atlantic coast evidenced by this and similar websites. Ernest G Wilson, Neavitt,MD

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:pamerniewilson@aol.com
mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org
mailto:comments@asmfc.org






 



Salt Tale Charters - Eastern Shore of Maryland - www.salttalecharters.com 





From: Top Hook
To: Emilie Franke
Subject: Fwd: [External] STRIPEDBASS
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 11:19:17 AM

Hi Emilie
 
Steve’s Striped Bass Comments 12/13/23

We are here due to poor management and poor science
There is a lot of pressure on striped bass in the spring, especially since other
species are not available
An important part of rebuilding the stock is re-educating the public, which we
all need to work together to do
Re-educating should be focused on how to reduce recreational releasee
mortality, especially for the large spawning fish which are important to the
stock
There are several small moves to reduce release mortality that can add up to
help rebuild the stock
These actions to reduce release mortality should be implemented along with
keeping the same slot size of 28 to less than 35 inches with no recreational
bonus fish
Release mortality can be reduced by:

Educate fishermen on having a release limit of 10 fish
For picture taking, refrain from holding or removing big fish from the
water
Any lure with more than one treble hook should be removed and replaced
with a single hook
No gaffing, which has already been implemented
Use circle hooks when bait fishing, which has already been implemented
Crimping the barb to have an easier release
Use a large net for better handling

In addition to reducing release mortality, science should be used to evaluate the
timing of spawning to implement a closure period
Finally, the underground world of poaching is alive and growing, and this must
be addressed.

 

 

 

 

mailto:ssofabed@aol.com
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From: John Palmisano
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass amendment
Date: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:18:50 AM

Good morning,

     I live in Pocomoke MD,  I fish sea side (Atlantic) and Bay side Chesapeake Bay. I used to
fish the Pocomoke Sound often. ( Chesapeake Bay) Where the river ends and the sound begins
to be more specific.  I would catch striped bass and speckled Trout.  This area is also shared
with the state of VA.  Like any avid fisherman,I had my favorite spots. I mostly used lures. I
caught strippers almost all the time. I always follow the law and would keep one , and most of
the were around 18-23" range. I released the rest, healthy. 
   I do not fish the sound any longer due to all the commercial equipment. I can not compete
with a net.  Since commercial fishing came to that area, the fishery has been wiped out.  Nets
strung across my favorite spots.  I can not compete with a net, nor can any sea creature that
gets caught in it in dies. This commercial netting has to go, there is so much waste in
commercial fishing. That it affects striped bass more than a residential avid fisherman. 
     I have never seen DNR in that area, I hope and pray that they are keeping tabs on these
commercial boats and tallies. A Saxis , VA man was charged with 5000 pounds over a legal
commercial limit of striped bass.  This is happening in this rural area, where everyone knows
everyone. Too often. 
      In short, Nets killed my fishery. We need to do something about this, I've seen them
stretched across the whole sound, far as the eye can see. Nothing can survive that. 
     In my opinion, the residential size limit does not need to be raised, nor any residential law
added. Instead, in force what is already there, and the wasteful commercial market needs to be
tightened up. We know that's where the money is, but what I've seen, that is where the
problem is. 

Respectfully,
Brad Palmisano
USN Vet
Avid Fisherman. 

mailto:bradpalmisano76@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Evan Dintaman
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, November 1, 2023 2:44:25 PM

Good Afternoon ASMFC Striped Bass Management Board,

It has been abundantly clear through on-the-water experience, scientific data, and public
sentiment that the striped bass populations are in decline both from overfishing as well as a
significant reduction in spawning success. Until the long overdue Emergency Action, the
ASMFC board had failed to take any action that adequately addressed the magnitude of the
situation. I am afraid that none of the options presented in this addendum will do enough to
prevent further decline of the striped bass fishery. I predict that we will be discussing a whole
new set of reactionary measures again in 2024 and 2025. This represents a failure of the
striped bass management board and the public has taken notice.

Nonetheless, I am submitting the following comments regarding Draft Addendum II. My
preferred options represent the largest possible harvest reductions given the options available.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery: I support Option B, 1 fish @ 28-31". 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery: I support Option B1, 19"-23" All Modes

3.1.3 For Hire Management: I do not support mode splits in any fishery.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting: Option B is preferred. However, I do not support at-sea
filleting. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction: I support Option B with a full 14.5% reduction, as
this is the only option that is equitable with the recreational sector and responds to the
magnitude of the situation. However, a 14.5% commercial reduction is still far less than what
is needed.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates: I support Option B, Board Action, as this
represents the quickest path to implementing new regulations between the two options. The
board shall remain aggressive in both regulations and timeline to rebuild the striped bass
stock.

I believe the public comments will be loud and clear - that anglers want aggressive action to
rebuild the striped bass population. I urge the board to adopt the largest possible harvest
reductions allowed by this addendum, both recreationally and commercially.

Best Regards,
Evan Dintaman

mailto:edintaman@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Frank Young
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, November 1, 2023 3:37:43 PM

Hello ASMFC Striped Bass Management Board, 

My following comments are in regard to Draft Addendum II. My preference is for
management changes which result in the largest harvest reduction across the board, both
commercially and recreationally. 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery: Option B, 1 fish @ 28-31". 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery: Option B1, 19"-23" All Modes

3.1.3 For Hire Management: I do not support mode splits in any fishery.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting: Option B is preferred but I do not support at-sea filleting
because it makes enforcement of size limits difficult if not impossible to enforce at the dock. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction: I prefer Option B with a full 14.5% reduction in
harvest. Even this level of harvest reduction seems inadequate to reverse the trends we are
seeing. 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates: Option B, Board Action.

I hope the board can make substantial improvements to the current management of striped
bass because we cannot continue to kill them at an unsustainable rate and expect to maintain
any fishery (commercial or recreational) for them into the future.

Thank you,
Frank Young

mailto:fgy5000@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Emilie Franke
To: Comments
Subject: FW: [External] Striped Bass
Date: Thursday, November 2, 2023 11:37:45 AM

 

From: Larry Darby <fm2bird@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 3:45 PM
To: Emilie Franke <EFranke@asmfc.org>
Subject: [External] Striped Bass
 
 I will comment on the proposed actions to help recover striped bass populations in saltwater.  
 
I have been sport fishing for these fish in the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries for about sixty years.
I have seen the ups and downs. Banning highly technology- assisted commercial menhaden fishing,
as it is currently practiced out of Reedville, is the only route to recovery. I have seen
this operation up close.many times. We have to break the bribery chain between Omega Protein and
the Virginia legislature. Very few people benefit from this crazy slaughter. This is consolidation of the
wealth at its extreme. 
 
Anyone who is trying to understand this issue should read the book The Most Important Fish in the
Sea by H. Bruce Franklin. It's easy to read, only a little more than two hundred pages. In the almost
twenty years since it was published, this situation has gotten even worse.     
 
Thank you,
Lawence Darby.   

mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Tim Bond
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum 2
Date: Friday, November 3, 2023 9:03:00 AM

Emilie Frank,

I’m in support of Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options B2, B3, or B4. In that order.  I spend a lot of time on the
water above the bay bridge & have seen the impact charting fishing has on the school size Striped Bass population. 
Hot summer months with low salinity are the most detrimental. As fishing becomes more difficult weekend warriors
will stop spending money on tackle, boats, bait, & license sales. 

Thanks
Tim Bond

mailto:timbond700@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Joe Nicosia
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, November 3, 2023 3:15:45 PM

Striped Bass Management Board,

I am submitting the following comments regarding Draft Addendum II. My preferred options
represent the largest possible harvest reductions given the options available.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery: I support Option B, 1 fish @ 28-31". 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery: I support Option B1, 19"-23" All Modes

3.1.3 For Hire Management: I do not support mode splits.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting: Option B is preferred.  

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction: I support Option B with a 14.5%
reduction. However, a 14.5% commercial reduction is still far less than what is needed.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates: I support Option B, Board Action.

Best Regards,

-- 
https://www.instagram.com/onlyonthefly/

Instagram -at_the_vise

mailto:bftonthefly@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
https://www.instagram.com/onlyonthefly/
https://www.instagram.com/at_the_vise


From: John Casabianca
To: Comments
Subject: [External]
Date: Friday, November 3, 2023 5:55:12 PM

Hello my name is John Casabianca from Southampton New York. Give my opinion to what I
would do for the stripe bass population. See a lot of people catch stripe bass and then they
gotta walk to the truck to get their   tape Measure and pliers. Should be a law you must have
your appliers and take measures on you at all times. The second thing I would do Is only one
treable hook The treable hook must be on the belly of the plug a single hook at the back
barbles. So if a fish does swallow the plug at least you can get to hook out. The other thing I
would recommend is  Alternate months That you can keep fish. For example April catch and
release may you're allowed to keep one fish per day. June Catch and release .July keep one
fish  And so on. Thank you. 

mailto:baymantree68@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Michael Treola
To: Comments
Subject: [External] NJ Striped bass management
Date: Saturday, November 4, 2023 2:40:01 PM

Hello, 

I've been fishing the NJ shore for as long as I've been able to walk.  That puts me at almost 50
years of enjoyment of this fishery through times thick and thin.    Over the last many years I've
watch mostly boat fisherman for lack of a better words here rape and pillage the striped bass
fishery in my home turf at the Raritan Bay and surrounding waters..  

I've watched fish get slammed in the spring before they are even able to make it into the river
to spawn due to fleets of hundreds of boats every day.  I've watched charter boats harvest
unspeakable amounts of base, some captains running 3 or more trips of 6 people a day and if
you do the math on how many fish are being taken it's just astounding.  I've watched
fishermen of all kinds handle fish so poorly it's not surprising that the state of the fishery is
what it is today.  

As if this is not enough as the fall run begins this circus in my home fishery starts all over
again. These fish NEVER get a break now.   

There is a lot of blame to go around from management choices to over fishering to the people
fishing for striped bass.   What is clear is that IF striped bass is continued to be fished we must
have everyone follow the same and more strict set of rules.   

Hearing that recreational fisherman and for hire will have a different set of regulations has to
be quite honestly the most stupid idea I've ever seen come out of a regulatory commission. 
This cannot be allowed -  everyone MUST follow the same set of regulations.  

We must also get more strict on the tackle used. The circle hook rule was a good first step but
for everyone else that fishes with a lure this is not helping the fishery.   For years now I've
been fishing with hooks that are barbless..  How come this cannot be talked about.   If the
mortality rate of hooked fish that are released is so high how come we are not using hooks that
can help this fish with a more survivable rate.  

I love fishing and I hate to say this but I would like to see the striped bass fishery closed at the
very least the spring fishery.  Let these fish have a chance.  Let us let them migrate a breed so
we have real manageable year stocks.   Then in the fall -  shorten the season so the yearly fish
have a chance to return and put the fishery in a better place. 

We ALL know we are heading in this direction anyway.   

My 2 Cents. 

Michael Treola
96 Bray Avenue
Middletown NJ 07748
732-768-4841

mailto:michaeltreola@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Jesse Gordon
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 3:43:11 PM

Please see my comments below:

-3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: I support Option B. 

-3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: I support Option B-1

-3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: I support Option B with a 14.5% reduction to
both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: I support Option B—Board Action. 

Thanks you,
Jesse Gordon

Jesse Gordon
Gordon & Petkos LLP
5 Columbus Circle
Suite 710
New York, NY 10019

Telephone: (212) 765-8600
Facsimile (212) 765-7887

********************************************************************************
This e-mail is sent by a law firm and contains information that may be
privileged and confidential.  If you are not the intended recipient, please
delete the e-mail and any attachments and notify us immediately.
********************************************************************************

mailto:jesse@gordonpetkos.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Joseph Everhart
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 7:05:19 PM

Good afternoon,

As an avid angler in the Chesapeake, the "No targeting" season in April is the biggest cop out
my state (Maryland) has ever pulled. That no targeting regulations are during some of the
coolest and most oxygenated times of the year, where releasing fish is most viable. That
should not be counted towards any sort of reduction, however I believe a no targeting rule for
the whole month of July and/or August would have more effect, although that is not an option.
As for options B & C, our charter boats run 2 trips a day on average so, the sector separation is
sort of pointless. Many of them are not just typical 6 packs but take large groups twice a day,
some keeping 50 fish aday. Of all the options, I would say I am in favor of Option B1. If we
could get a full July/August no targeting as well, that would be incredible as many fish
released die with our 90 degree water temps and low dissolved oxygen.

Thanks,
Joe Everhart

mailto:joe.everhart93@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: John Hollenberg
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Reg Comments
Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 10:13:53 AM

My name is John Hollenberg
27 mill pond road
Harwich,Ma 02645

I would like to see the status quo kept for the slot limit
I would like to see the commercial quotas cut

Several personal opinions
The strict slot has an added benefit of moving anglers to other species after catching a few bass. U are seeing that on
cape cod with both recs and charters catching bass fluke blackfish and black seas bass on the same trips
Better enforcement of regulations would be important. I am a snow bird. Florida had very good enforcement. Could
serve as a model
Barbless hooks for both recs and commercials. Give the tackle companies something else to sell lol
Thank u
John

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:meer9500@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Julian Steer
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Fwd: STRIPED BASS: Public Hearing December 14
Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 10:30:04 AM

I understand the need and value of taking action to ensure increased population of our wonderful striped bass and need to reduce fishing
limits but I don’t understand why we support the significant increase and overprotection of seals in Ma which are having a significant impact
on the fish stocks. 
Is the plan to allow seal population to continue to grow until they reduce the fish stock such that eventually the seal population crashes and
then maybe decades later the bass may recover?
So in essence we should control fishing take but do nothing to address the seal issue..  management needs to address the bigger picture I
think!
Thanks for opportunity to comment .

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Department of Marine Resources <DMR@subscriptions.maine.gov>
Date: Mon, Nov 6, 2023 at 10:12 AM
Subject: STRIPED BASS: Public Hearing December 14
To: <juliancsteer@gmail.com>

Maine DMR Recreational Fishing

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.

Striped Bass Stakeholders, 

The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission has scheduled public hearings on Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7, which
considers management measures designed to support stock rebuilding by reducing fishing mortality to the target in 2024. The
public hearing in Maine will be held on December 14 at 6:00pm.  This is a hybrid hearing meaning stakeholders can join in-
person or via webinar.

In-Person: 
Maine DMR Office – Augusta
Room 118, Marquardt Building
32 Blossom Lane, Augusta

Webinar:

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device
Click here to join the meeting
Meeting ID: 249 648 735 389 Passcode: UXEtrQ
Download Teams | Join on the web
Or call in (audio only)
+1 207-209-4724,,397100101#   United States, Portland
Phone Conference ID: 397 100 101#
Find a local number | Reset PIN

 

Draft Addendum II
The Board initiated Draft Addendum II in response to the low probability of meeting the 2029 stock rebuilding deadline if the
unexpectedly high 2022 fishing mortality rate continues. The Draft Addendum builds upon the 2023 emergency action by
considering management measures intended to reduce fishing mortality to the target level in 2024. For the recreational fishery,
the Draft Addendum proposes recreational bag and size limit options for the ocean and Chesapeake Bay regions, including
options with different limits for the for-hire modes. For the commercial fishery, the Draft Addendum proposes a quota reduction
option. The Draft Addendum also proposes an option that would enable the Board to respond to the results of the stock
assessment updates more quickly, via Board action, if the stock is not projected to rebuild by 2029.

A copy of Draft Addendum II can be found HERE.

Submitting Comments
All those interested in the management of striped bass are encouraged to provide input either by participating in public hearings
or providing written comment. Public comment will be accepted until 11:59 PM (EST) on December 22, 2023 and should be
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sent to Emilie Franke, FMP Coordinator, at 1050 N. Highland St., Suite 200 A-N, Arlington, Virginia 22201; or at
comments@asmfc.org (Subject line: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II).

A copy of the full ASMFC press release can be found HERE.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

For questions on striped bass management, please contact Megan Ware at megan.ware@maine.gov or 207.446.0932 
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From: Dale William Neal
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stripped Bass draft addendum II comment
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 6:57:31 AM

While I do support the restrictions necessary to help save our stripped bass population I want
to say that the lack of any mention of their loss of their primary food source as a factor in their
demise dumbfounding. 
Your own words say the bay is suffering from pollution, warmer temperatures, and predation
by invasive species. All of these factors are the exact reasons we should not also be depleting
the stock of menhaden that actually make it into Virginia waters. Strippers need menhaden to
thrive. You need to take this factor into account and not let your decision making be beholden
to one company's need to strip mine our resources for a cheap source of protein. These
resources belong to Virginians.

mailto:dalewilliamneal@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Guy Gonzalez
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:33:18 PM

I propose 1 fish limit!!  They are takin a beating, bluefish too!!  I fished 50 yrs down there!!

mailto:guygnzlz@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Robert Waldron
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass proposals
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:52:37 PM

Removing the slot fish at 24-28 is a good idea give those fish a chance, however
based on the number of people fishing for bass this year, there was a notable decline
from 2020-2022. The answers for this are :1) giving up trying to get a fish at 31",2)
giving up on boating (expenses) and demographics, an aging population of
fisherman.

Anecdotally there are plenty of fish off NY Mass and NJ. 
Not enough off Maryland DE and Virginia. The answer is lack of bait(menhaden) in
those sections. The bluefish are in more trouble than bass in this regard.
Paying more attention to the bait stocks would help both species but that isn't going to
happen from what I see in Chesapeake.

I fish coastally from Massachusetts to Florida recreationally. Offering two fish in the
31 to 35 " range will do more for the fish than limiting or slotting. I counted 10 dead
fish yesterday on the water between Spring Lake and Mantoloking off NJ. All of the
fish were over 31". They are caught, someone pulls the fish out of the water, takes a
picture, then launchs the fish back in without moving the fish through the water to
revive it. Education, eliminating treble hooks on poppers, using single hook swim
shads and circle hooks for live lining will show results.

an average cost of a day fishing can be between 50 to 150 dollars a day for a person,
they need to show results too. You will get better results on taking two fish at those
ranges 31-35, than trying to hook fish and release them dead.
thanks,
Robert Waldron

mailto:rgwaldron@verizon.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: bonitobob@aol.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stop commercial fishing they only kill breathers
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 1:19:46 PM

But as always punish the little guy

Sent from the all new AOL app for Android

mailto:bonitobob@aol.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aol.mobile.aolapp


From: Jeff Norton
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass addendum II
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 1:34:32 PM

Hi- a little confusing to follow what is addendum 1 versus 2 and what each means BUT at the
end of the day (I’m in MA) there seems to be drastic over fishing occurring.  Just simple math:
MORE people/boats/fishng rods every year targeting less fish. Much better equipment
technology every year too. Ban fishing in the cape cod canal.  Close commercial striped bass.
 Many of those people (I know some) are doing it purely for the sport and do not need the $
whatsoever.  
I would be in favor of a 0 fish limit for a few years to rebuild the stock.   Would be hard to
limit people from fishing overall bc they could just say they’re targeting blue fish but I’d be in
favor of that for a few years too.  Also there are lots of rule breakers out there and some that
don’t even bother to check to see if there are rules.  They don’t care.   It would be nice to hire
some undercover boats with honest people (like me) to monitor and report violators as I know
the EP are way understaffed.  
I would welcome to discuss my thoughts further but will be unable to attend the events.  
Jeff Norton 
617-314-3270

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

mailto:jeffnrtn@yahoo.com
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From: Jaron Frieden
To: Comments
Cc: DAN MCKIERNAN
Subject: [External] Addendum II to Amendment 7 Comments
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 3:49:47 PM

Hello and thank you for the opportunity for public comment to
Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7. My name is Captain Jaron
Frieden and I am a charter captain and sole proprietor of Lucky 7
Fishing Charters, LLC located in Charlestown, MA. My clients
largely fish for Striped Bass with about 10-15% of our trips being
offshore tuna and shark. As such, Striped Bass conservation is of
utmost importance to my business as is the harvesting of a
sustainable amount of fish for customers to take home with them.
Since the enactment of the reduced slot to 28-31”, customers
have expressed their deep frustration with the lack of retained fish
as they have an expectation to offset the cost of the charter with
fish for their families. In fact, about 1/2 of my customer base is
motivated to hire charters based on harvesting of fish while the
other 1/2 are in it for the good time.  Because of this, I have seen
a steady decline of new and repeat customers that expect to bring
fish home with them since the reduced slot. A lot of these fish
that are released are just over 31”, so some customers beg to keep
them, but I am a stickler for biding by regulations and let them
know the fish must be returned. This turns what should be a great
time, to disagreement and animosity which is not helpful to the
charter experience, my business and repeat customers. 

Based on my review of the information presented in Addendum
II, it appears that Option C, that allows for 28-31” for recreational
anglers and 28-33” For-Hire is only a 0.1% difference in
reduction and a 0.4% in harvest change as compared to Option B.
These values appear to be inconsequential and must fall well
below the accuracy percentages of this study; however, Option C
will allow for a stronger For-Hire business by satisfying repeat
clients that are driven by bring fish home to their families. A

mailto:captainjaron@fishlucky7.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:dan.mckiernan@mass.gov


strong For-Hire business greatly benefits local businesses that
support these efforts and ancillary services such as hotels and
restaurants where these clients frequent when in town. If we keep
the status quo on the For-Hire slot (Option B), there is no
appreciable difference in Striped Bass conservation, but it will
negatively affect For-Hire and supporting businesses that already
struggle to turn a profit. I appreciate Option C and the data being
presented as it appears to be the clearest choice to allow access to
this fishery and maintain the targeted conservation efforts.

Thank you for your consideration.

Jaron J Frieden 
US Coast Guard Licensed Captain

Lucky 7 Fishing Charters
781-710-1190
www.fishlucky7.com

http://www.fishlucky7.com/


From: Tom Bolinder
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 4:06:01 PM

All commercial fishing for striped bass should be stopped. This magnificent fish is in danger of extinction. It is to
important to the economy and to recreational fishermen to allow this to happen. Please consider a total ban on
commercial fishing.
Thanks
Tom Bolinder
241 Shore  Rd
BourneMa. 02532

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:gofishalaska@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Paul Benn
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comments on striped bass
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 4:09:40 PM

Hello,
I have been striped bass fishing from the shores of Gloucester  Massachusetts and nearby areas for over 40 years.
Every year it seems a different regulation is put in place or changed. Yet You allow commercial fisherman to
harvest a lot more  bass then I feel they should. I primarily fish from shore because I do not have a boat.  I caught a
few fish this year, they would have been keepers last year, but not this year because of the slot! Maybe instead of
worrying about slots how about you worry about enforcing the laws that are already on the books. For the last six
years or so, I’ve seen more guys on the shore lines with tons of fish, even though it is supposed to be one fish per
angler per day. They are doing this every night and day and nothing happens. And it always seems to be the ones
that don’t speak English, or so they say… where is the enforcement!

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:paulthecall@aol.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: joe rollo
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Upcoming meeting
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 8:20:55 PM

My suggestion is in order to cut down on mortality rate is this.  If you land a bass and is under the legal limit, and
fish has swallowed hook too deep to safely retreat it then  and only then the fisherman should be allowed to keep the
fish.  Without repercussion.  Unfortunately I believe that a percentage of the mortality rate occurs because  the
fisherman can’t keep that particular fish and has no other choice but to release it and let it die slowly. Thank you.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jorollo1118@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Timothy O"Connor
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striper Bass Draft Addendum II - comments
Date: Friday, November 10, 2023 9:56:55 AM

Good morning,

I will not be able to attend the scheduled public hearing regarding the changes to the Striped Bass quota in
December.

However, I do want to let you know that it seems appropriate to limit the take by both recreational and commercial
fisherman.

The fish appear to be very concentrated based on the last few years, but overall there appears to be a significant drop
in the number of fish.

For example, fishing in the Canal has been fantastic in recent years due to the availability of bait.  However, it has
not been great where I live in Hull, Massachusetts.  Fish used to be spread out more evenly throughout the coast. 
Now, one may encounter a HUGE school of fish in one area, but in other areas along the coast, it is a desert.

Additionally, the advances in technology (i.e. fish finding equipment, sonar, and social media) have caused
additional stress on the fish.  Once word gets out that fish (especially large fish) are in a certain area, they get
hammered!  Fishing at the recreational level has become very efficient and proficient due to technology.

Also, I know many guys are NOT throwing large fish back in the water.  The old school mentality of keeping the
largest fish is still very much alive and there is not enough law enforcement to completely eliminate this behavior. 
The attitude would have to change through education.  I believe that is the only way to keep fisherman from
harvesting the large females.

In conclusion, I don’t believe that under the current regulations the fish populations will remain healthy and
sustainable, long term.

Therefore, as a life-long recreational fisherman who desires to see the fish thrive, I am in full support of any
measures the Council deems appropriate to reduce fish mortality and increase striped bass populations.

Thank you,

Tim O’Connor
8 Seaview Avenue
Hull, MA 02045

781-710-3599

mailto:tjoc@icloud.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Mark Veduccio
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Same old same old
Date: Friday, November 10, 2023 12:18:42 PM

A fifteen percent reduction in commercial catch and people are suppose to espose in your ,
Ridiculous statements 
A laughing stock your organization is to anyone over the age of 50.
Can’t hide it.

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

mailto:markveduccio@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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From: dennis mitchell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Saturday, November 11, 2023 5:07:25 PM

I fear it's too little, too late, but for Addendum II I support the most conservative
Option B.  Thank you.
Dennis Mitchell
1537 Marlboro Rd.
West Chester, PA 19382

mailto:d.r.mitchell@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Gregory Polhemus
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Sunday, November 12, 2023 2:41:58 PM

I am not in favor of the striped bass draft addendum II as it pertains to recreational and
commercial rod-and-reel fishing for several reasons.  

1 - Common Sense: It is common knowledge that 1 commercial trawler harvests more striper
in one day than all recreational boats combined. Trawling fleets are notorious for providing
inaccurate data on both by-catch, and harvest amounts.

2 - History of the Striper Fishery: If a moratorium was placed on all net fishing for striper, the
population would rebound. This was done in 1989 by increasing the U.S. territorial waters to
12 miles, which eliminated the threat to the striper fishery that foreign commercial trawlers
posed. As a result of the lack of trawlers, the fishery rebounded, and striper season was open
the following year. This had nothing to do with the moratorium on recreational fishing for
striper. Further restricting recreational and commercial fishing with rod and reel while
allowing commercial trawlers to pillage the fishery ignores the elephant in the room.

3 - Change in Behavior of Striper: In recent years most Striper have avoided the 3 mile coastal
line, and the Chesapeake Bay as long as possible, choosing instead to feed offshore. Often by
the time Striper do enter the Chesapeake Bay, they're migrating North to spawn, and they're
not interested in feeding, which is why nobody is catching them. This doesn't mean that their
population is severely declining. On the contrary, it is common for anyone fishing for Bluefin
Tuna 13 miles offshore to unintentionally hook a dozen or so trophy sized striper while the
entire charter fleet catches nothing in the Chesapeake Bay or the 3 mile coastal line.

4 - Insuffient Data collection: when analyzing data on the health of the Striper fishery as a
whole, the entire population of the species needs to be analyzed, not just the population in the
Chesapeake Bay (or lack thereof). To date, there is hardly any data on the offshore population
of Striper, though it is common knowledge that Striper are extremely plentiful offshore. 

5 - Solutions that would work: do not further restrict recreational and commercial rod-and-reel
striper fishing in the bay. Instead place a moratorium on all commercial trawling for striper.
Permit recreational/commercial rod-and-reel fishing offshore with a set limit of 1 fish per boat
over 28 inches for recreational, and 4 per boat for commercial with mandatory reporting of
catch location and size as a way to obtain data on the overall population and make informed
decisions on the overall health of the fishery. 

mailto:gregorypolhemus@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: robert pollard
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Addendum ll
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 8:06:44 AM

I would like to know why there is no reference to the Menhaden Fishery in the bay as a contributing factor to the
health of the stripped bass fishery.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:rbpollard46@icloud.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: robert pollard
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Addendum ll
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 8:08:58 AM

51,000 metric tons of Menhaden removed from the bay is a. Lot of stripped bass food.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:rbpollard46@icloud.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Tom Merritt
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Atlantic Striped Bass
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 8:58:56 AM

From someone who has fished Virginia rivers and the Chesapeake Bay for 5+ decades, I have witnessed many
different cycles of the fish that inhabit these waters. I  have also witnessed the decline of the Chesapeake Bays
health.  Currently the bay has a grade of a “D” I believe.  It is not a secret that the Menhaden are filter feeders and
contribute greatly to the health of the bay. They are also the main food for striped bass and osprey. It’s also not a
secret that both of of them are in decline.
Very seldom do we see the large schools of Menhaden while fishing now.
In my (and many others) opinion, the menhaden are being taken from the bay and rivers by commercial fishing
(Omega/Cook) at an alarming rate.  As they scoop up thousands of tons of menhaden, they also scoop up and kill
fish (Bi-catch) that they shouldn’t. Fish that are here to spawn and never have the opportunity.  Not to mention the
net tears that cause massive fish spills and  illegal nets that drag the bottom and destroy the plant life in that area.
This has been publicized and witnessed. 
If this is not stopped, we will see the destruction of one of Gods greatest creations.
Greed seems to be the major driving factor in this problem.  Not sure how the taking of the menhaden by a Canadian
company is financially beneficial to the US or local areas.
I believe that if this is allowed to continue, the economical effect it will have for all the states that that border the
bay Will be devastating.
Please, we pray that everyone will put their heads together to develop a plan to stop this devastation.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:ygofishn@gmail.com
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From: Shaun Whitworth
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:46:10 AM

Why is the ASMFC refusing to acknowledge the effect of the menhaden reduction fishery on
the ability of the striped bass population to rebound? I don't even target stiped bass anymore
where I live in Virginia Beach so you could enact a total moratorium for all I care. Even a
moratorium on recreational/commercial harvest won't make a difference though, the fish
need forage to rebound and their forage is being removed. It's really not that difficult to
understand but it is an inconvenient truth for those that have been bought by Omega and its
subsidiaries, and that's why we are where we are. Until there is a meaningful change there
won't be a meaningful recovery, period. 

Sent from Outlook

mailto:shaunwhitworth@hotmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
http://aka.ms/weboutlook


From: Nicholas Fornaro
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 12:26:08 PM

This is the second time in my lifetime that the Striped Bass fishery has been destroyed. I'm not
sure who the decision makers are, but they've screwed it up again. If you are the decision-
makers on how this fishery is managed, you've done a terrible job.

What are you doing about the menhaden reduction fishery ?  Why aren't you listing it as a
contributing factor in the Rockfish problem? Or are you covering up for another one of your
mistakes. Allowing these menhaden boats and planes to destroy what's left of the bay. STOP
THE MENHADEN REDUCTION FISHERY NOW WHY WE STILL HAVE A
SEMBLANCE OF CHESAPEAKE BAY !!!!!!!! Menhaden are the lifeblood of the bay and
you are standing by and letting greed destroy them.

It's a disgrace and the people that have been charged with running these fisheries are a
disgrace.

Nicholas Fornaro

mailto:nlf1961@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Arthur James
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 3:12:23 PM

My vote for 2024 is one fish at 28 - 31" all modes.

mailto:amjretired@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Brad Ries
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Slot limit
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 3:59:07 PM

Good afternoon,

I would like to express my concern with the 2023 ASMFC decision to change the in place 28” to 35” slot
regulations to the now absurd 28”-31” size slot limit which went into effect 6/20/23 in the state of NY.

This change to try and save a specific year spawn class fish is doing more harm than good to the fishery. From
Southern NJ to MAINE the abundance of striped bass over the past decade is astronomical. By catching twice or
three times the amount of striped bass and releasing those under or over the new slot has to be considered a failed
attempt at preserving the year class fish.

By releasing more fish out of the slot we are certainly increasing the mortality rate from 9% to I’d say close to 35%.
It doesn’t make much sense to release a perfectly good fish that would feed a faking of 3/4/5 or even 6 because it’s
too big to keep…. Throwing these fish back to “swim another day” and the “year class fish need saving” has to be
looked at again…

You can’t tell me with that this regulation isn’t doing more harm than good…..  these fish are being studied in one
particular spawn area but I’m convinced they aren’t JUST spawning in the Chesapeake. The numbers are down
because these fish are spawning in other areas like southern NJ, lower Hudson River, Navasink river , CT river,
Peconic Rivers and beyond.

Expand the research areas to a bodies of water that isn’t as contaminated as the Chesapeake Bay….

Just because these fish aren’t being caught from the “Beaches” like they use to years ago doesn’t mean they aren’t
there…

Over the past few months the abundance of striped bass from 40’ to 60’ of water , well beyond casting range of the
beach or jetties, has been overwhelming. Miles and miles of bass being caught “ and several overs” released while
trying to capture the newly implemented 28”-31” slot….

Something has to change or you will see a self inflicted disaster when it comes to the striped bass fishery along the
east coast….

1 fish 28” and above….. that’s what it should be…..

Oh, and why is it that the commercial side has an increase in quota coming for 2024?

It makes absolute zero sense that a recreational fisherman of any kind or a paying customer on a private charter or
party boat has to throw back a fish over the slot size limit of 31” but can visit their local seafood market and buy a
32” to 36” striped bass….. how does that make any sense….

Stop following the fish and follow the money!!!!

Capt. Brad Ries
Someday Came Fishing Charters
(631) 603-9910
www.somedaycamefishing.com
captbrad@optonline.net

mailto:captbrad@optonline.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Bill Dunn
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 4:53:36 PM

Emilie Franke
FMP Coordinator
1050 N. Highland Street
Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, Virginia 22201

Why there is no reference to the menhaden reduction fishery as a contributing factor to the health of the striped bass
fishery. Currently the reduction industry is struggling to even meet the Bay Cap of 51,000 mt while very seldomly
fishing in the ocean where they belong and it is destroying the forage base of many fisheries including stripers and
other things that feed on them such as the Osprey's. It's time to put these facts into the equation.

Sincerely,
Wm Dunn
Dunnsville@gmail.com
Dunnsville, Virginia 

A government can only give you what it takes from someone else

mailto:dunnsville@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:Dunnsville@gmail.com


From: Steve Ferrazzara
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass regulations
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 7:39:44 PM

You should take a look at the party boats that are giving out thousands of bonus tags

Each boat could give out 100 per day. If the same Angler goes out on the party boat several
days he can get several tags and several bonus fish but the basic Angler can only get 1 rag per
season and maybe a second one.
Again the basic Angler gets the short end of the stick

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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From: Gene Doebley
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum 2
Date: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 10:32:33 AM

My recommendation is that you make no changes at this time.  you know you are working with seriously flawed
data so any proposed changes are just shots in the dark.  doing nothing until you can fix your survey data is the bast
option.
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From: Peter Farrell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 3:39:24 PM

Emilie,
thank you for your hard work. As an avid charter / recreational fly angler in RI I highly encourage The Addendum II
to reflect managing stocks to one fish across the board per person particularly in the Chesapeake until 2029. With
historically low spawning indexes in 2023 it feels as though

 the striper stocks may never recover.  The 28 inch fish don't have a chance to spawn.
frankly a moratorium on keeping bass would be more in order. We had a five year moratorium in 1985, the stocks
recovered and then pressure from commercial and charter fleets allowed the stocks to be decimated in a little over
10 years. the nights of catching multiple bass consistently are a faint memory. Would love to see this magnificent
game fish recover and prosper for future generations. I just want to go down to the beach and catch a few bass.
Sincerely, Capt. Pete Farrell
Sent from my iPhone
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From: DOUGLAS TAYLOR
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Size limits for Stripe Bass
Date: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 5:35:44 PM
Importance: High

Because of the interest for the taking of a Trophy size Stripe Bass, Would the
Atlantic States Marine Commission consider a Trophy Tag Program for one
fish/year greater than 45 inches.  One tag would only be issued to the end
user/fisherman and could only be used Ocean side during the Fall Season,
starting Oct 1st and running till Dec 31st.  No tags would be issued to the For
Hire Fleet or Charter Fleet.
Thank you for your time concerning this matter and could it be addressed during
all of the Public Hearings to receive a general public poll of this proposal.

 Doug Taylor
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From: Sean Hughes
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:35:30 AM

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B—1-fish at 28 to 31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes).

There are three goals here; the greatest overall reduction, protecting the 2015 year class and making sure it
is done in a fair and equitable way. Option A expands the slot to 28″-35″, Option C and D introduce ‘mode
splits’. Essentially, recreational anglers are split into ‘private vessel/shore’ and ‘for-hire’, it is not the right thing
to do now or ever. Since the inception of Amendment 7, we have heard from the board and law enforcement
that no harvest and no target closures would be too difficult to enforce, the same applies here. All recreational
anglers should make an equitable effort to reduce harvest and restore the Striped Bass stock to abundance.
Option D shifts the slot up in size and would only do more damage to the 2015 year class as they continue to
grow and enter that range.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B1—Apply a standard minimum size
limit, maximum size limit, and bag limit to the Bay jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons. The minimum size shall be 19” and
the bag limit 1 fish. Maximum size limit of 23”.

Here we selected Option B1 for several reasons. Most importantly it produces the greatest overall reduction
of -22.4% and the greatest harvest reduction of -38.4%. After 5 years of very poor spawns in the Chesapeake
Bay, it is time for some simplification and a narrow slot. Option B1, with consistent minimum size, maximum
size, and bag limit creates more uniform regulations across the bay. Again, as previously discussed in the
ocean recreational options, mode splits are not something we can support in anyway.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): Support Option
B—For-hire management measures apply only to patrons during a for-hire trip; captain and crew during a for-hire
trip are subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits.

We do not support mode splits in anyway, as discussed in the first two sections. Should the board choose to
adopt (most likely against public comment) mode splits we should do what we can to minimize the potential
damage. Option B only allows the additional harvest to apply to the patrons during a for-hire trip. The captain
and crew are subject to the same regulations as private vessel/shore anglers.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: Support Option B—For states that authorize at-
sea/shore-side filleting of striped bass, establish minimum requirements, including requirements for: racks to be
retained; skin to be left intact; and possession to be limited to no more than two fillets per legal fish. States should
consider including language about when and where racks may be disposed of, specific to each mode allowed to
fillet at-sea/shore.

This is no time to be lax about regulations and keeping anglers honest. If we want to get the stock back on
track for recovery then we should do all that we can to make sure fish are legally harvested and within the slot
limit. Option B requires that, in states where at-sea/ shore-side filleting is allowed, anglers must retain the rack
(what is left of the fish after cutting off fillets) and keep the skin on the fillets. This is very simple, in the event
that a conservation officer boards a vessel or checks on a shore angler, it would be possible for that officer to
know whether or not the fish was legally harvested. We are adding to the toolkit law enforcement has to ensure
compliance by the anglers.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Support Option B—The ocean commercial fisheries and/or
Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries will be managed by quotas representing up to a 14.5% reduction from their
2022 quotas with their 2022 size limits. The Board will select the specific percent reduction between zero and
14.5%.

Status quo is just not an option at this point. As stated, “Status quo has a reduced probability to achieve the
objective of this addendum.” An equitable reduction is harvest gives us the best possible chance at getting the
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rebuild back on track. While it is unfortunate that the board will ultimately get to choose the percent reduction,
the bottom line is Option B will reduce commercial harvest beyond the 18% reduction put in place by
Amendment 7. In your comments please suggest that the board select the biggest possible reduction of 14.5%.

We should note that there are several concerning matters surrounding a commercial quota reduction.
First off, it is important to understand that the reduction is to the allowable total harvest number, not

to the actual harvest. So, states that do not max out their quota may not see any actual reduction in
mortality. Let’s say a state only harvests 80% of its total allowable quota. In that case a 14.5%
reduction in quota would not save a single fish. For example, in the past we have reported on
Massachusetts struggling to fill its commercial quota. To us its a clear sign that there are just not
enough fish around but the troubling part is that if history repeats itself, than this best case scenario
of a 14.5% reduction could mean no actual change in commercial harvest. As we have always said,
to rebuild this stock we need equitable reductions in mortality. We all need to give something to get
something in return.

Secondly, there was much discussion between board members regarding their ability (or inability)
to getting these new commercial regulation in place for the 2024 season. The main reason seemed
to stem from the timing of this Addendum II process. Public comments would be taken through
December and then final board action would be taken in January. Several board members said it
would be very difficult or flat out impossible for them to change commercial regulations at that point. It
seemed to hinge on the production of the physical tags but in reality it really just seemed like they
were reaching for an excuse to not get the job done. While this mainly pertains to more southern
states where the commercial season begins earlier, it would be a complete farce if Addendum II
reductions are only applied to the recreational sector.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Support Option B—The Board could respond via Board actionwhere the
Board could change management measures by voting to pass a motion at a Board meeting instead of developing
an addendum or amendment and different from the emergency action process.

As we mentioned in our summary of this past ASMFC board meeting, there is a really good chance that
Addendum II will only be in effect for a one year period. The next stock assessment results are expected in the
fall of 2024. Given the 5 years of very poor recruitment in the Chesapeake, there is a good chance that stronger
management changes will be need to ensure a greater than 50% chance of rebuilding by 2029. If the board is
required to do so via another Addendum, that process could take close to a year to finalize. The Striped Bass
stock does not have that kind of time right now. Option B would allow the board to react by voting by a simple
majority. While we prefer to have a public comment period, it just becomes a cumbersome and time consuming
process which puts us farther behind in terms of rebuilding. This is unfortunate, the writing has been on the wall
for years and as you are probably already aware, Stripers Forever has been calling for the most conservative
measures since the beginning of the Amendment 7 process. If the results of the next stock assessment are as
bad as we anticipate, the conversation about a equitable harvest moratorium will most certainly be back on the
table.

Sean Hughes
Hughes & Cronin Public Affairs Strategies
455 Boston Post Rd, Ste 203 B
Old Saybrook, CT 06475
O: 860.346.7978 | C: 860.853.8748
Hughesandcronin.com

https://www.stripersforever.org/asmfc_2023_annual_meeting_summary/


From: Tom Fuda
To: Comments
Cc: Justin Davis
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:53:18 AM

To the ASMFC Striped Bass Management Board,

I am a recreational angler from the state of Connecticut. I fish for striped bass and other
saltwater species from both private boats and shore in my home state of CT and
neighboring states along the striper coast. The following are my personal preferences for
the options presented in Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery
Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass. Thank you for your consideration.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options
Option B - 1 fish at 28” - 31”. I favor this option because it offers the greatest reduction in
harvest, and is the best option for trying to meet the 2029 rebuilding timeline.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options
Option B2 - 1 fish at 19” - 24”. I favor this option because it provides a significant reduction
in mortality but is equitable as compared to the reductions taken by the ocean fishery under
option B.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-
Specific Limits are selected)
Option B - Captain and crew should be subject to the same regulations as private vessel /
shore anglers.

I am opposed to the options in sections 3.1.1 and 3.1.2 that provide different size limits to
the for-hire fishery. I do not feel that it is an equitable to expect the rest of the recreational
sector to adhere to more restrictive size and/or bag limits than for-hire vessels. All user
groups should share equally in the effort to reduce harvest and rebuild the SSB to target.
The for-hire fishery already harvests a disproportionately high number of striped bass,
when compared to the private recreational fishery. Making it easier for them to harvest
more fish than the private recreational fishery does not benefit the rebuilding effort.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements
Option B - Racks must be retained and skin left on filets in states that allow fileting at sea.
No more than two filets per legal fish.
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3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options
Option B - Up to 14.5% reduction of the 2022 commercial quota with 2022 size limits.

I do not feel the 14.5% quota reduction adequately constrains harvest in the Chesapeake Bay
commercial fishery and will provide 0 conservation benefit. In 2022, the bay commercial fleet
harvested a total of 2.39 million pounds of striped bass out of a 3.00 million pound total quota.
Reducing bay quota by 14.5% would result in a total bay quota of 2.57 million pounds, which is
still more than what was harvested in 2022. So, effectively, the bay commercial fleet may in fact
end up harvesting MORE striped bass under the most restrictive measures proposed by
Addendum II than they did in 2022. The fact the bay fleet couldn't fill their quota in 2022 should
serve as a warning to managers that the bay striped bass fishery is in serious trouble, and much
more drastic cuts to the commercial quota and harvest are needed.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates
Option B - Board may respond to stock assessments by Board action. I feel this is
necessary due to the shrinking rebuilding window. The Board needs the ability to expedite
the management process in order to respond quickly to stock assessments that indicate the
rebuilding timeline has less than a 50% of success by the 2029 deadline.

Thomas Fuda
Shelton, CT



From: B8nTackle
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Public Hearing: Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7
Date: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 11:11:04 AM

Hi…
Could you send me a copy of the Presentation of Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 that was held in Maine on
11/14/23 at 6:00pm. I logged into the Webinar using the link provided with the email and I was the only one
attending what should have been the hybrid meeting. After quite some time I logged off when no one else logged in.
Was there an issue with the broadcast or ever a meeting? Thxs.
Jerry Morgan
ASFMC/ACCSP

>-----///( º ≥  >-----///( º ≥  >-----///( º ≥ ~~~
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From: jumpingcups@aol.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 1:22:23 PM

Dear Emilie Franke, FMP Coordinator

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission                                                                                                                                     

This past fishing season for striped bass was awful. Trying to catch a striper in the 3” slot was
very difficult. I can understand the need for management but everyone including the commercial
and for hire boats should all be restricted. I don’t know how it is even possible that the recreational
fisherman is taking more than the commercial people. It is time your data and the
people collecting it need to be scrutinized. For far too long they (commercial/for hire)
have had the upper hand with their catch limits. The striped bass in the ocean belong
to every one of us. The average recreational fisherman/fisherwomen will not attend
the meeting or even write a letter (it is not even worth the aggravation for 1 fish) so let
this letter represent 3000 people unlike myself who for whatever reason don’t, can’t,
or don’t believe it will do any good to respond to these public comments period or
attend a meeting. I hope this letter resonate with you as I went out of my way to write
it.

Thank you for reading

Maurice Lemieux

Dartmouth MA
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From: Joshua Tanz
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, November 16, 2023 2:40:47 PM

Hi,
I am a recreational angler based out of Orient, NY. I am in strong support of minimizing striped bass
harvesting and protecting our strong year-classes to help rebuild the stock as early as possible, at
least by 2029. I urge the ASMFC to take dramatic action, and action that will impact not only 2024
regulations, but regulations that will persist beyond 2024. Personally I support further landings
reductions for all sectors than has been proposed in Addendum II. While significant changes may be
more painful in the short-term for certain sectors, it will have material long-term positive impacts.
 
Directly related to the draft addendum, I support:

Ocean Recreational Option B. I do not support split modes as it creates both confusion and
preferences one group over another.
Chesapeake Bay Recreational Option B1. This is an especially important stock of fish to
protect. Previous regulations allowing 2 fish for charter boats has been particularly damaging.

The allowance for the Trophy season seems complete out of touch with the goals of
supporting spawning. I cannot understand the allowance besides pure hubris. It should
be eliminated.

Commercial Quota Option B.
 
Thank you,
Josh Tanz
 
 
American Express made the following annotations
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From: Jeffery Fudala
To: Comments
Subject: [External] va rockfish quote
Date: Friday, November 17, 2023 8:40:59 AM

The blue catfish in the tidal brackish waters are destroying the river and growing at rapid rates and
destroying the spawning reaches where the fish reproduce by eating there eggs and all of the bait,
until something is don’t about the evasive catfish you will not see an improvement in the striped
bass population. The commercial waterman are not ever meeting the state set quota numbers now,
why lower them?

This electronic message contains information from WestRock Company (www.westrock.com) or its
subsidiaries, which may be confidential, privileged or otherwise protected from disclosure. The
information is intended to be disclosed to and used by only the named recipient(s). If you are not the
intended recipient, then your review, use, disclosure, printing, copying, or distribution of this message or
its contents is prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify WestRock immediately
at postmaster@westrock.com, and delete the message from your system. For information about
WestRock's privacy practices, including how WestRock collects, processes, transfers, and stores
Personally Identifiable Information shared with us, please visit WestRock Privacy Policy. Unless
previously authorized in writing, this message does not constitute an offer, acceptance, or agreement of
any kind. Sender is not liable for damage, errors or omissions related to or caused by transmission of this
message. 
(c) WestRock Company.
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From: Matthew Miller
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, November 17, 2023 12:06:37 PM

I support any action to try to save the striped bass. However,in my opinion the only thing that will work is a
moratorium on the harvest of the striped bass covering both the commercial and recreational fishery.
                Capt. Matthew Miller
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From: Jim Zabilansky
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, November 17, 2023 3:52:50 PM

Dear Emilie,

As a dedicated striped bass fly angler, I would like to comment on Draft
Addendum II to Amendment 7.

First, I believe that a complete harvest moratorium (commercial and
recreational) should be imposed immediately.
In lieu of that, please refer to my comments on the Draft Addendum II:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B1

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are
selected): Support Option B

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: Support Option B

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Support Option B

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Support Option B

Regards,
James Zabilansky
Oxford, MA
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From: Sean Layton
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II comment
Date: Saturday, November 18, 2023 4:25:55 PM

Hello - I am an avid surf and for-hire boat fisherman, targeting Striped Bass in the Spring and
Fall in New Jersey, primarily in the ocean and Raritan Bay. I am submitting comment to
implore the committee to opt for Option A, status quo, 28-35" size limit on Striped Bass
in New Jersey while opting to continue "Emergency Action" regulations in MD and VA. 

New Jersey has the most exciting, and one can argue healthiest, Striped Bass fishery in many
generations. Conservation is an important measure to ensure a sustainable future for this
amazing fishery for a generation to come - no one doubts that - but with such a great fishery
unique to this area, it begs the question of whether we need to come to terms with a truth,
backed by data - not all waters governed by ASMFC are created equal.

The 2023 Emergency Action was a commendable action to preserve the Chesapeake Bay
stock - which isn't healthy - but data shows the Hudson River stock continues to outperform its
average and there is an abundance of bass in all size ranges. In addition to scientific evidence,
anecdotal reports from party boat and charter boat captains will tell you that they havent seen
the type of Striped Bass migrations in the Spring and Fall that we experience today. Those
targeting other species...primarily Blackfish and Bluefin Tuna...even report that Striped Bass
are a bycatch outside of EEZ waters where they need to be returned.

The 2023 Emergency Action's application in New Jersey is not backed by science, data or any
educated fisherperson's POV in this area. It's an unnecessary protection that creates
unnecessary barriers of entry to this sport...costing the for-hire fleet and those that it supports
(bait shops and other business supported by fisherman) dearly. 

Please end this unnecessary action in waters where Striped Bass remain plentiful and healthy.

Thank you for your consideration,
Sean Layton

Sean Layton
732.300.7271
seanrlayton@gmail.com
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From: John “Jack” Detweiler
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Tuesday, November 21, 2023 3:54:51 PM

I support Option B-1 for the Chesapeake Bay Recreational Limits, Option B for the Ocean Recreational Limits and a
14.5% reduction in the Commercial Harvest. I also think that the Trophy Season should be eliminated in the
Chesapeake Bay and that at least a month during the Summer, (July 15 to August 15 perhaps) should be closed to
harvest.

Thank You,
John R. “Jack” Detweiler
717-215-3195
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From: Jerome Holter
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Tuesday, November 21, 2023 4:48:45 PM

I started fishing nine years ago when I retired. In that timeframe I have personally experienced the steady decline of
our beloved bay. My area of fishing is from the Sassafras to the bay bridge.
   In this area it is more evident that conditions affecting habitat are poor and getting worse. The damage Exelon is
causing by not addressing the problem toxins laying behind the Conowingo dam is flagrant disregard of our
environment. Maryland is not without blame , by allowing the conditions of operation to continue to pollute.
    Virginia has allowed the predatory behavior of Omega to continue to deplete the vital resources our bay needs to
survive.
   Trophy season is paramount to raping the mothers of our future fisheries to satisfy egos.
     When I see the restrictions put on recreational fishing I feel the greed and utter disregard of the solutions we
should be seeking.
  Stop trophy season permanently!
    Instate a moratorium on striped bass in the bay, lasting several years.
   Work towards improving water quality , and habitat will rebound.
   I’m willing to , and already have been doing without Stripers,  and am enjoying blue cats, snakehead, perch and
crappie.
   Act like the bay was the pond on your property. Protect it from pollution. Don’t allow depletion of the stock. 
Nurture and enjoy its amazing benefits to nature.

Stop letting greed write the rules ,, please save our Chesapeake Bay! 
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Ed Liccione
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Tuesday, November 21, 2023 7:45:44 PM

I support option B1 for bay recreational fishing in the bay.
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From: Martha
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stripped Bass regulations
Date: Wednesday, November 22, 2023 6:59:34 AM

Russell Blank 
I have been a member of the Rhode Island Party and Charter Boat Association for over 25
years now and your decisions drastically impaired my business last year. I'm glad to see that
there is more options on the table this year.
I support 
Option C 
And I also Support the fileting at sea with this idea to be added.
The fillers be kept intact until the boat has been landed no cutting or trimming of the filled at
sea.
I think this would aid in enforcement. 
The problem of bringing the racks back to Port is that now after landing we have to leave the
harbor to discard the racks or hang onto the racks until the next day we set sail Can get VERY
STINKY not to mention the BEES if people are allergic to them which I am. 
Please consider my options 
Thank you 
Russell Blank 

Sent from AOL on Android
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From: Robert Willis
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, November 22, 2023 9:55:55 AM

My vote is for a slot of 19” to 26” with a one fish limit for private and charter. (P/S and F/H).
No trophy season.
 
Thank you
Robert Willis
Sent from Mail for Windows
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From: Robert Mcneil
To: Comments
Cc: information@ccamd.org
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Regulations Addendum II
Date: Thursday, November 23, 2023 7:20:19 AM

As a recreational fisherman I fully support implementation of Addendum II with at least a
15% reduction of harvesting Striped Bass.  Additionally, I would like the board to consider
banning "live lining" in that it seems most of the fish caught with this method die due to the
deep ingestion of the bait and hooks.  Frequently when I approach an area where anglers are
actively live lining, the area is littered with dead fish, both legal and undersized. Few survive
the trauma of deeped hooked with the bait ingested so that fins and gills cause serious damage
when forced from the bass.

Regards

Bob McNeil
46060 Wilson Ct
Lexington Park Md 2653
202-309-2082

mailto:rrm9440@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:information@ccamd.org


From: Bob Campbell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Sunday, November 26, 2023 4:56:40 PM

To the Commission, with respect,

Thank you for considering my input I submit here on Draft Addendum II. Those of us who
were saltwater beach and boat fishing in the nineteen eighties have a vivid memory of how
delays in responding sufficiently to years of striper recruitment failure and striper harvesting
resulted in collapse of this fishery. We remember the economic impact on tackle shops, hotels,
motels and restaurants, and the more important prospect of loss of this magnificent animal as a
shared coastal treasure and resource.

As a recreational fisherman for the past fifty years, and a past resident of Massachusetts,
Connecticut, New York, and current resident of New Jersey, I respectfully ask the
Commission to do everything possible right now to prevent the very likely repeat of that
tragedy. Specifically, with regard to the current Addendum II, I urge and request you to
approve these options:

3.1.1 -- Option B's one fish at 28 to 31 inches provides a practical sensible way to share some
sacrifice equitably while protecting the 2015 year class as they grow;

3.1.2 -- Option B1 yields a simple enforceable, understandable and narrow-enough slot for the
Chesapeake;

3.1.3 -- Option B has the potential to mitigate the considerable downsides to any "mode splits"
which to me make little or no sense;

3.1.4 -- Option B constitutes a straightforward addressing of the reality of human nature that
absent the requirement for proof, some people will game any system;

3.2.1 -- Option B, authorizing the Board to determine the commercial quota reduction
percentage, provides the Board the opportunity to set it at the 14.5% upper limit. This is the
only quota that is anywhere near high enough to begin the protection measures now essential;
and finally,

3.3 -- Option B, because given the very high likelihood that the Fall 2024 stock assessment
will point to almost no chance of reaching the 2029 stock rebuilding target, it will be essential
for you to have the authority to take immediate action. Input is almost always important and
instructive, but our striped bass are in jeopardy. Waiting at that time for another addendum
process to be completed will be a serious mistake. It's already late in this clearly dire situation.

This past April, I wrote to you in support of your adoption of Addendum II. I noted then that
my experience over forty years in working with major industries around the world revealed a
universal truth in leadership decision making --

Proactive action on an issue benefits all stakeholders, no matter their divergent interests, far
more than reactive remediation.

mailto:bobcampbell2010@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


You've taken a good step in pursuing Addendum II. Please push to give it, and you, the power
to start saving our striped bass.

Respectfully,
Bob Campbell
Holmdel, New Jersey



From: Tom Kelly
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass draft addendum 2
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 8:56:08 AM

As an avid striper fisherman who's getting along in years I'm afraid that the downward spiral of
the striper population is an omen of the collapse of the 1970's and 1980's . It's up to you to
put measures in place to stop this decline . From what I understand your goal is to have the
striper population rebuilt by 2029 . Please adopt all measures that will help you attain this goal
. 

mailto:bellyboatk@msn.com
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From: info
To: Comments
Subject: FW: [External] Stiped Bass
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 10:08:39 AM

 
 

From: Michael Grosscup <seagrave20@aol.com> 
Sent: Friday, November 24, 2023 8:58 PM
To: info <info@asmfc.org>
Subject: [External] Stiped Bass
 
             Dear Atlantic states marine fisheries I,am a 64 year old man third generation
fisherman, who lives on the Chesapeake Bay. I would like you to come down hard
and enforce Longer closure periods in the bay, creel limits  bag and size limits look
good on paper. But the only way to truly protect the fish is to keep the hook out of it,s 
mouth. Frankly I do not trust my state to do the right thing. THANK YOU and GOD
BLESS.

mailto:info@asmfc.org
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From: Chesapeake Fishing Adventures
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Addendum 2 Public Comment
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 10:13:50 AM

ASMFC,

As a light tackle guide that practices Catch & Release fishing ONLY for striped bass on the
Chesapeake Bay, I don't have a dog in this fight. All my customers hop on my boat knowing
they are throwing back everything they catch and they appreciate my stance.

My only concern and/or gripe is the continued demonization of CATCH & RELEASE fishing
for striped bass, especially anglers that solely utilize artificial lures. Somewhere in the last 4 or
5 years release mortality has become synonymous with catch & release fishing. 

Likely the case can be made for anglers that soak bait since the chances for a fish to swallow
the bait and become gut hooked are significantly higher than anglers using artificial baits. 

Release mortality has become a buzzword topic. A topic that has caused "experts" to think
non-target closures and the limitation of access will actually make an impact in our striped
bass population. Catch & Release fishing is how every angler is introduced to fishing. 

Non target closures during times of the year when water temperatures are over 80 degrees and
oxygen levels are at their lowest makes perfect sense. That should be the only time access to
fishing for striped bass is limited.

I am no scientist or marine biologist. However, I do know there are many other factors
significantly contributing to a declining striped bass population in the Chesapeake Bay and it
is NOT Catch & Release practices.

Best,

-- 
Captain Brad Foxwell
Chesapeake Fishing Adventures
443-610-3826 - Mobile

Chesapeake Fishing Adventures

mailto:cfaguideservice@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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From: jsurmick6206@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass comments
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 12:44:48 PM

I don’t know how many will email you with their comments, but I want to say that whoever is managing striped
bass in the New Jersey area gets a big “Thank You” from me! 
I have been fishing for stripers for over 20 years. I honestly never saw fishing for stripers as good as it is right now! 
All I can say is whatever you are currently doing is working really well!
Keep up the good work!
And Thanks again! 

Jim Surmick
570-233-1782
jsurmick6206@gmail.com
Sent from my iPad

mailto:jsurmick6206@gmail.com
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From: HARVEY YENKINSON
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass amendment
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 12:51:25 PM

Why our striped bass management plan is a failure even it succeeds:

An analogy:

Suppose instead of managing fish, we were managing humans. Similar to the fishery management plan, our goal
was to rebuild the human population with no regards to which nationality survived as long as our total human
population rebuilt itself. If a nationality were lost, our plan could still reach its goal!

Our striped bass management plan does exactly that!

We ignore the fact that our striped bass population is not a uniform population, but instead, a combination of DNA
subsets from different natal producer river ecosystems! Genetic diversity is important to preserve in all species for
its own inherent population sustainability and the benefits it provides to natures systems.

Our plan ignores the viability of striper genetic diversity. Different DNA subsets look similar in this species but this
is common in many animal species. Nature dictates and environmental awareness suggests we include total species
survival for our plans to be successful.

There is documentation of this failure in the past, for example, when entire DNA subsets were lost when over
concentration of fishing effort on the southern range of yellowtail flounder was allowed. These DNA subsets have
never recovered and may well be lost forever.

I ask you, if we managed whale species in toto, and whales survived to reproductive plentitude, but we lost all the
right whales, was our plan a success? If striped bass rebuild and an entire producer area never recovers, did we
succeed?

Respectfully submitted

Dr Harvey Yenkinson BS VMD
Charter captain
AP member MAFMC

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Earl Moore
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 1:03:31 PM

Dear Commissioners:

Thank you for allowing me to comment in writing, as I am unable to attend the in-person meeting this year.

The purpose of this letter is to, once again, express the need for accommodations for spearfishing in the regulations
as opposed to traditional hook and line fishing. I understand the need for limits to manage the striped bass fishery to
ensure sustainability of the resource, as in all fishery resources. However, the failure of the Commission to
recognize the differences between hook and line fishing and spearfishing is a terrible oversight. Because the
regulations are drafted with mortality and bycatch as key factors, the Commission should take into account the
simple fact that the accidental mortality and bycatch losses in spearfishing are ZERO. 

Spearfishers only kill legal fish in terms of species and size, and the regulations should reflect this key difference.
Spearfishing is, in fact, the most sustainable, environmentally responsible way to harvest fish. There is no lost gear
to foul our beaches, reefs, inlets and jetties. There is no bycatch. There is no accidental mortality of fish that are
released if under- or over-sized, or of the wrong species. Only legal fish are killed while spearfishing, while hook
and line fishermen kill many, many more fish than they ever harvest, and unnecessarily kill both members of the
target species and non-target species. 

Many other spearfishers I know personally feel the same way as I do... that catch and release fishing for sport is both
wasteful and inhumane. But we understand the social, familial, and economic and health benefits of recreational
fishing, which has largely become a catch-and-release enterprise due to the (much needed) regulations at present.
Spearfishing, on the other hand, is the most conservative and least environmentally impactful way to harvest fish,
with no accidental mortality and no bycatch... and the regulations should reflect that clear and simple fact. 

PLEASE do the responsible thing and make the necessary distinction between spearfishing and hook and line
fishing in the regulations, and allow spearfishers to take a comparable annual harvest of the striped bass fishery that
is reflective of this low-impact, but highly efficient, method of taking fish. The Commission should be compelled,
both ethically and scientifically, to make that distinction, and be the global leader in this regard for the sustainable
management of ocean fisheries.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

-- 
Earl Moore, Principal
Marine Academy of Science and Technology
MCVSD
(732) 291-0995

mailto:emoore@ctemc.org
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Nick Fano
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Commen to above
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 2:00:46 PM

I disagree with any proposal that treats for-hire Boats, any different than other recreational
fishers. What I see happening in New Jersey is a charter will guide in the morning with one
group of folks, and then in the afternoon with another. Not only does the Charter captain use
his bonus tag, both trips, But also takes the legal limit of fish, both trips, in the same day. This
is rampant. There's absolutely no reason to treat a charter captain or charter guest  any
different than any other recreational fishing citizen of our states. We all pay the same taxes. It
would be a violation of our equal protection laws, and discriminatory to promulgate a rule in
any other way.

THE FANO FIRM, P.C.

(NICHOLAS J. FANO, ESQ.)
37 VREELAND AVE.
TOTOWA, NJ 07512
PH: 973.276.1200
FAX: 973.276.1288

THIS COMMUNICATION IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE ADDRESSEE(S) AND MAY
CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL. YOU ARE
HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT, IF YOU ARE NOT AN INTENDED RECIPIENT LISTED
ABOVE, OR AN AUTHORIZED EMPLOYEE, OR AGENT OF AN ADDRESSEE OF
THIS COMMUNICATION RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING E-MAIL MESSAGES TO
AN INTENDED RECIPIENT, ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR
REPRODUCTION OF THIS COMMUNICATION (INCLUDING ANY ATTACHMENTS
HERETO) IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS
COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY BY A REPLY E-
MAIL ADDRESSED TO THE SENDER AND PERMANENTLY DELETE THE
ORIGINAL E-MAIL COMMUNICATION AND ANY ATTACHMENTS FROM ALL
STORAGE DEVICES WITHOUT MAKING OR OTHERWISE RETAINING A COPY.

 Secured by Paubox - HITRUST CSF certified

mailto:fano@fanofirm.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
https://www.paubox.com/referral/?tracking_id=7755e457828eaef2ade1e2036


From: Brad Weil
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 2:00:47 PM

Good Afternoon, I am 51 years old and a lifelong recreational fisherman.  It is also the
main hobby for my son and I.  I have a small center console boat as well as hire
charter boats and go on Party Boats.
What I do not understand about this program, is why are we still allowing commercial
fishing for striped bass in states other than NJ, for which I live and find the bonus tag
program a great plus, it adds more recreational dollars to the economy and still
harvests much less than if we had commercial fishing.  The money it would take to
buy out anyone that has a commercial striped bass license in other states would be
far less than the affects of continued recreational fishing restrictions.
Also, being a private boat owner for my entire adult life, and the money I spend on
upkeep, boat slips, equipment and tackle, I do not find it acceptable to give for hire
boats less restrictive regulations, as was recently done for bluefish and now proposed
for Striped Bass.  The trend to do this is disturbing to me.
You can call me or email me anytime to discuss further, thank you!

Brad Weil
856-628-3695

mailto:bradweil@comcast.net
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From: Duncan Barnes
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Amendment II
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 3:34:51 PM

As a longtime striped bass angler recognizing the need to better
manage the troubled Atlantic Coast striped bass resource, I support:
 .3.1.1 Recreational Ocean - Option B - 1 fish in a 28-21 inch slot
 .3.1.2  Recreational Chesapeake Bay - Option B1 -1 fish in a 19-23 inch slot
 .3.1.3  For Hire Clarification -  Captain and Crew Members should be
              allowed to harvest only one slot fish per person per day - no
              matter how many charter trips they run on that day
 .3.2.1  Commercial Quota Reduction - Option B at full 14.5 reduction
 .3.3      Stock Assessment Response - Option B for "board action"

Thank you.
Duncan Barnes
Kennebunkport, ME
bardunc@gmail.com

mailto:bardunc@gmail.com
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From: Mike Kosteski
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 5:09:03 PM

To whom it may concern,
One fish between 25” to 40”
For everyone. No commercial netting east coast wide. No bonus tags .
Logged in at fish and game 6 fish limit per season , like deer season per state.
If it is as bad as you are saying. Until stocks are built back up .
Mike Kosteski
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:MikeK@rvii.com
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From: RICHARD PEREIRA
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass regs
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 5:09:39 PM

Very unhappy seeing 3 floaters(30-40 lb) class
half dead in water. Should be a tag for that. Video capture

2 bonus tags 24-30 per season

1) 31 in thru 35 per day. Plenty of them.

mailto:fishingrpereira@msn.com
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From: Robert Severi
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Comment
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 6:57:40 PM

Dear Sir or Madam,

As a recreational fisherman who does not understand the science and methodology of
estimating the striped biomass I must defer to your expert judgement in determining how to
reestablish the biomass. Notwithstanding the above it’s seems logical that preserving the
breeders is essential. Obviously other factors such as the hostile acidic environment for
fingerlings in the Cheasepeake Bay are major factors, however, they are beyond the scope of
your catch limits.

Kind regards,
Bob Severi

mailto:robert.severi@gmail.com
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From: fastwater3@aol.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 8:10:39 PM

Circle Barbless I think would be very helpful, they still at times swallow the baits,
without the barb I think it would be easier for them to pass or expel .
 
Chuck Hantis

mailto:fastwater3@aol.com
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From: Guy Gonzalez
To: Comments
Subject: [External]
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 8:55:46 PM

Limit1 striper a day!!  

mailto:guygnzlz@gmail.com
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From: G2W2
To: Comments
Subject: Fw: [External] Without more wardens.
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 11:04:02 PM

From: Joseph Prusko <josephprusko@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 1:09 PM
To: G2W2
Subject: [External] Without more wardens.
 
Without more wardens to enforce regs. it is hopeless to try and manage stripers in the state. 
Where I fish I see shorts and over 31s taken by starvers all the time.  I have the special permit
and have yet to use it.  The same is going on with black fish. It makes me sick even if you
confront them it goes on deaf ears.

mailto:G2W2@asmfc.org
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From: G2W2
To: Comments
Subject: Fw: [External] Striped Bass Addendum
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 11:07:56 PM

From: Maureen Langevin <maureen@divevoyagerexpeditions.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:13 AM
To: G2W2
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum
 
Thank you for the opportunity to participate.

A few questions/comments after skimming through the addendum.

1. The addendum is focused on 8-year old fish in the 30+ range. It was not clear to me the
reason why that is the case? Maybe I missed an assumption or criteria.

2. Sharing experience from fishing this 2023 fall striper season October to November 12.  Out
of Belmar, stripers were right outside the inlet and from 40+ feet to the beach.  We and
fishermen from our dock (recreational E dock) all caught large stripers mostly >38” to 40+”
range, 50 pounders.  I would say based on conversation there were likely <5% of fish caught
were keepers, in the 28-31” range.  Also, the fish finder showed and the action at the surface
that there are ALOT of fish all over the bottom and mid-water.  This was consistent for several
weeks and continues according to fellow fishermen at the dock.

3. Off of Sandy Hook, fish we caught were in the slot range 28-31” and landed a bonus fish at
25”.  ALOT of fish in the Raritan bay, birds everywhere and fish finder showing a lot of fish, we
did not fish since we already had 3 in the box.  Bottom line is there are a lot of fish, very good
season for striper fishing.

4. With all these fish, would it be a consideration to increase the range or modify the ranges
(standard and bonus) to reduce mortality of a lot of catch/releases.  In discussions with
fishermen, everyone were catching fish and it was fun, mostly all catch and release, except for
an occasional keeper (<5%).

Thank you,
Capt Maureen Langevin of the 42 foot “Voyager"
732-904-5907
Dive Voyager Expeditions

mailto:G2W2@asmfc.org
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
https://divevoyagerexpeditions.com/


Facebook 
YouTube Channel (please subscribe)

https://www.facebook.com/divevoyagerexpeditions
https://www.youtube.com/user/divethevoyager


From: G2W2
To: Comments; Emilie Franke
Subject: Fw: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 11:08:47 PM

From: Mark Wong <mwong0919@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 5:36 PM
To: G2W2
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum
 
Hello,

I wanted to know if a study was performed correlating the Striped Bass Population from the Chesapeake Bay as
compared to the NJ/NY area with certain factors such as commercial fisheries, bonus tag reporting, environmental
factors, and overall waterway contributing factors. 

It would be interesting to compare these two waterways with these contributing factors to determine if any Striped
Bass Size Restrictions should be localized. If the migration of Striped Bass are due to these factors, size restrictions
will be irrelevant to the ultimate goal.

Thank you 
Mark Wong, your local angler.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:G2W2@asmfc.org
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From: G2W2
To: Emilie Franke; Comments
Subject: Fw: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Virtual Public Hearings
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 11:09:22 PM

From: Fisher, Christopher <Christopher.Fisher@axaxl.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 16, 2023 8:31 PM
To: G2W2
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Virtual Public Hearings
 
 
Hello Thank you for the ability to attend the public striped bass webinar.   I have a few
comments:
 

It seems like the charter industry wants to discount the challenges and money
private boaters face and spend in the pursuit of striped bass.  I do not think
separate limits between the charter and recreational boaters is appropriate.
The fish cleaning stations at the north jersey marinas are not full of striper
carcasses.  People are not keeping a lot of fish but should be given  the
opportunity to take one per trip
I like the 30-33 inch slot size model
I would support mandatory striper tag with proceeds going to fund the efforts to
promote the stock

 
 
Thank youj
 
 

You may unsubscribe from future promotional emails at any time by clicking unsubscribe. Changing your
email preferences will not affect any non-promotional electronic correspondence you may receive from us
in the ordinary course of business.

CONFIDENTIALITY: This communication, including attachments, is for the exclusive use of the
addressee(s) and may contain proprietary, confidential or privileged information. If you are not the
intended recipient, any use, copying, disclosure, or distribution or the taking of any action in reliance upon
this information is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender
immediately and delete this communication and destroy all copies. 

DATA PROTECTION: AXA XL is committed to compliance with applicable data protection laws. For
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mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:xlcontactlist@axaxl.com?subject=Unsubscribe


further information on how we use your personal data, please see our privacy policy at
https://axaxl.com/privacy-notice 



From: G2W2
To: Emilie Franke; Comments
Subject: Fw: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Virtual Public Hearings
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 11:09:37 PM

From: Cesar Padilla <cesar2k@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 16, 2023 8:39 PM
To: G2W2
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Virtual Public Hearings
 
Hello!
it was my first time and I found the meeting interesting and instructive a lot of great ideas and valid points.
One of my suggestions to help the stripper bass population is to  increase awareness in multiple languages maybe
even reach out to local community leaders. Also maybe if we change the start of the season to later date and closed
the season sooner, allowing the breeding females safe passage.
Thank you again

mailto:G2W2@asmfc.org
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From: G2W2
To: Comments; Emilie Franke
Subject: Fw: [External] Chesapeake Bay Blue Catfish.
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 11:10:14 PM
Attachments: IMG_7207.png

From: Phillip Sheffield <bonefishmon@aol.com>
Sent: Friday, November 17, 2023 2:42 PM
To: G2W2
Subject: [External] Chesapeake Bay Blue Catfish.
 
What is being done to assess the damage blue catfish are doing to the Chesapeake Bay striped
bass spawning juveniles? 

mailto:G2W2@asmfc.org
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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Perhaps the US Fish and Wildlife Service can intervene the way they did on the Yellowstone
Lake to rid it of invasive lake trout that were eating cutthroat trout fry.



Here are my choices and explanations for the options I have chosen Addendum II.  I agree with
all explanations written by Taylor Vavra.  I do not have time to break down and  collate my
own at this time.

Best regards,

Phillip F. Sheffield
12 Nauyaug Road
Mystic, CT.  06355

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS

file:////c/Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS


From: dssteele64@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, November 28, 2023 8:16:57 AM

Hi
 
Although a USA citizen for some 15 years I was born and raised in Scotland, UK. The plight of the
striped bass on the East Coast is very similar to the situation regarding the Atlantic Salmon in UK and
European waters. They are both migratory fish, they spawn in fresh water, they are sought after as
table fare and their long term is in doubt due to over exploitation. Reflecting on the salmon
situation, the learning was that action should be swift, extensive, united across states and aimed at
protecting a natural resource and not enterprises exploiting that resource. Here’s some suggestions
for you:
 
We All Pay Appropriately
You can’t play a round of golf for less than $50, 12 months of golf for $2,500, yet we expect to fish
for a season for as little as $0 - $20 for a license. I’d suggest the following:

Shore based recreational anglers pay $150 for a single state rod license, $250 for a 2 state license
and $300 for a national license
Boat based recreational anglers pay $500 in addition to the fee above.
Boat based commercial operations (charters taking out day rods) pay $5,000 in addition to the
fees above. By all means they can recoup this from day rate guests.
Commercial operations (netting) pay $25,000
Rule: You need a license to fish for striped bass. No license and fishing for striped bass or in
possession of striped bass = high fine.

 
What to do with funds raised?

Use the funds raised from striped bass licenses to buy out commercial netting operations as a 1st

priority.
Buy out commercial charters or incentivize them not to fish for striped bass. Or put a quota on
them. Like Alligator hunters they get tags. Once tags have gone they stop fishing in each month.
This would stop the daily slaughter in some places such as the Chesapeake summer chummers.
Perhaps use funds to have some commercial operators switch from catching to protecting the
resource. Inspect boats etc. make sure people comply.
Look at hatchery operations and artificial stocking, Try it for a decade and see what happens.

 
Much of these steps were executed for the salmon. One individual Orri Vigfusson lead the effort.
Research what they did there.
 
 
Regards & Thanks
David
 

mailto:dssteele64@gmail.com
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From: Emilie Franke
To: Comments
Subject: FW: [External] Striped Bass draft addendum II
Date: Tuesday, November 28, 2023 9:07:02 AM

Emilie Franke | Fishery Management Plan Coordinator
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, VA 22201
Phone: 703.842.0716 | Fax: 703.842.0741
efranke@asmfc.org | www.asmfc.org

-----Original Message-----
From: doanbill (null) <doanbill@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 23, 2023 11:19 AM
To: Emilie Franke <EFranke@asmfc.org>
Subject: [External] Striped Bass draft addendum II

I support Option B for ocean recreational regulation with the one fish between 28” and 31” and Option B1 for
Chesapeake Bay recreational regulations. Larger striped bass should never be allowed to be recreationally harvested
again.

Striped Bass have been repeatedly overfished and recreationally. It is important to maximize striped bass
conservation to ensure the population recovers and that no overfishing is allowed to occur again. The commercial
and recreational regulations should not be relaxed once the population has be rebuilt.

Thanks,
William Doan
Cape May Court House, NJ 08210

mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org
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From: Andy Boynton
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II. - to the Board
Date: Tuesday, November 28, 2023 10:22:54 AM

Thank you for giving me a chance to voice my opinion. I indicate which options I support
below.

Andy Boynton

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: I Support Option B—1-fish at 28 to 31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes)

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: I Support Option B1—Apply a standard minimum size limit,
maximum size limit, and bag limit to the Bay jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons. The minimum size shall be 19” and the bag limit
1 fish. Maximum size limit of 23”

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): I Support Option B—For-
hire management measures apply only to patrons during a for-hire trip; captain and crew during a for-hire trip are subject
to the private vessel/shore angler limits.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: I Support Option B—For states that authorize at-sea/shore-side
filleting of striped bass, establish minimum requirements, including requirements for: racks to be retained; skin to be left
intact; and possession to be limited to no more than two fillets per legal fish. States should consider including language
about when and where racks may be disposed of, specific to each mode allowed to fillet at-sea/shore

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: I Support Option B—The ocean commercial fisheries and/or Chesapeake
Bay commercial fisheries will be managed by quotas representing up to a 14.5% reduction from their 2022 quotas with
their 2022 size limits. The Board will select the specific percent reduction between zero and 14.5%.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: I Support Option B—The Board could respond via Board action where the Board
could change management measures by voting to pass a motion at a Board meeting instead of developing an addendum or
amendment and different from the emergency action process. 

Andy Boynton
John and Linda Powers Family Dean
Carroll School of Management
Boston College
140 Commonwealth Avenue
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

boyntona@bc.edu
617-552-8420 (p)
617-552-8738 (f)
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From: bscotch84@aol.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, November 28, 2023 2:54:56 PM

I believe restrictions should be put in place to allow for recuperation of striped bass
populations. Humans have historically overfished, overhunted, overdeveloped until animals
and fish go extinct or can't recover. Only with governmental intervention can the striped bass
population recover.
thank you.
J. Bowman
1025A Thornbury Lane
Manchester, NJ 08759

mailto:bscotch84@aol.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Frank Pitzi
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7
Date: Tuesday, November 28, 2023 4:01:42 PM

Please accept my support for Option B in each of the categories....

Thank you

frank pitzi Nahant,MA

mailto:n1gdo@verizon.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: David Nguyen
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, November 29, 2023 9:38:32 AM

To whom it may concern,

I am writing to voice my opinion on the striped bass draft addendum II. As a recreational
striped bass angler from CT, I would like to see an improvement in the number of striped bass.
I have observed that the quality and numbers of fish have been steadily on the decline since I
started fishing for these fish 7 years ago. In order to reverse this issue, I am in support of
Option B1 for section 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options. I am also in support of
Option B for 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options. 

Thank you for your consideration,
David Nguyen

mailto:dknguyen87@gmail.com
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From: Brian Hoffecker
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Wednesday, November 29, 2023 9:55:24 AM

I’m attaching a couple pictures for you to read. In 2015 we took reductions to fix this problem
and it made it worse! Around 2018-2020, we took more reductions to address the problem that
was made worse by the restrictions asmfc put in place. Now a couple years later, discard
mortality has once again increased by 44% and you are once again reducing slot size limits.
For almost 10 years you have made the problem worse and you are once again going to make
the problem worse!!!! You all need to be fired!

mailto:hoffie4353@gmail.com
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From: Aram Berberian
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Wednesday, November 29, 2023 10:19:17 AM

Hi,

I am a recreational shore fisherman in CT.  I am writing the commission implore it to do more
to protect the striped bass fishery.

I support for Option B1 for section 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational

For 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options, I support Option B.

For 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment, I urge you to choose Option B.

Thank you for your consideration. Please do the right thing here. 

Aram Berberian
New Haven CT

mailto:aramberberian@gmail.com
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From: cnadu9@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, November 29, 2023 10:34:43 AM

As a recreational fisherman who appreciates the sport, I never take any type of fish.  I support a
moratorium on harvesting any Striped Bass, but I guess the next best option is B1 for section 3.1.2
Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options.
 
For 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options, I support Option B.
 
For 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment, Option B is best.
 
I would like to see much more state and federal enforcement against poachers along with HUGE
fines.  I’m tired of seeing guys running off with under and over slot fish and there’s nothing the
honorable fisherman can do to report/stop it.
 
Curt Nadeau
Old Saybrook, CT
 

mailto:cnadu9@gmail.com
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From: Charles Gargano
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Draft Addendum ll
Date: Wednesday, November 29, 2023 10:59:38 AM

I am a recreational fisherman that fishes  over 150 days a year. It’s probably too late for me but hopefully if the
proper actions are taken my kids, who are also avid fisherman, will have some stripers to catch in the years to come.
 For Section 3.1.2 I support Option B1. For Section 3.2.1 I support Option B and lastly for Section 3.3 I support
Option B.
  Thank You,
      Charles Hargano
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:charlesgargano51@gmail.com
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From: Edward McCaffrey
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, November 29, 2023 12:10:31 PM

I'm a surf fisherman in Connecticut and would like to recommend and support the
following options:

1.  I support Option B1 for section 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational
Options.  This will give the Chesapeake anglers a 4” slot that they can harvest.
Coastal anglers already comply with a 3” slot limit.  This will also give all Chesapeake
striper fishermen (recreational and charter) the same, equal, restrictions. No separate
rules. It’ll also help protect the last decent year classes of striped bass. It’ll give them
a 19-23” slot, but that’s better than the current situation.

2.  I also support section 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options, Option B,
which gives a 14.5% reduction to both the coastal and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.
That’ll reduce their quotas, though fisheries that aren’t able to fill their quotas due to
low numbers of fish available won’t be affected by this.

 3.  Finally, I believe OPTION B is best for section 3.3 Response to Stock
Assessment. This will be decided by ASMFC Striped Bass board members, and not
by public comment.

Edward McCaffrey

Connecticut Surfcasters Association

Madison, CT

mailto:mccaffrey.edward@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Duane Eggie
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, November 29, 2023 12:35:09 PM

Dear Managers, 

Here are my thoughts on addendum II.

There are three goals here; the greatest overall reduction, protecting the 2015 year class and making sure it is done in a fair and equitable way. Option A expands the
slot to 28″-35″, Option C and D introduce ‘mode splits’. Essentially, recreational anglers are split into ‘private vessel/shore’ and ‘for-hire’, it is not the right thing to do now
or ever. Since the inception of Amendment 7, we have heard from the board and law enforcement that no harvest and no target closures would be too difficult to
enforce, the same applies here. All recreational anglers should make an equitable effort to reduce harvest and restore the Striped Bass stock to abundance. Option D
shifts the slot up in size and would only do more damage to the 2015 year class as they continue to grow and enter that range.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B1—Apply a standard minimum size limit, maximum size limit, and bag limit to the Bay
jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons. The minimum size shall be 19” and the bag limit 1 fish. Maximum size limit of 23”.

Here we selected Option B1 for several reasons. Most importantly it produces the greatest overall reduction of -22.4% and the greatest harvest reduction of -38.4%.
After 5 years of very poor spawns in the Chesapeake Bay, it is time for some simplification and a narrow slot. Option B1, with consistent minimum size, maximum size,
and bag limit creates more uniform regulations across the bay. Again, as previously discussed in the ocean recreational options, mode splits are not something we can
support in anyway.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): Support Option B—For-hire management measures apply only to patrons
during a for-hire trip; captain and crew during a for-hire trip are subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits.

We do not support mode splits in anyway, as discussed in the first two sections. Should the board choose to adopt (most likely against public comment) mode splits
we should do what we can to minimize the potential damage. Option B only allows the additional harvest to apply to the patrons during a for-hire trip. The captain and
crew are subject to the same regulations as private vessel/shore anglers.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: Support Option B—For states that authorize at-sea/shore-side filleting of striped bass, establish minimum
requirements, including requirements for: racks to be retained; skin to be left intact; and possession to be limited to no more than two fillets per legal fish. States should
consider including language about when and where racks may be disposed of, specific to each mode allowed to fillet at-sea/shore.

This is no time to be lax about regulations and keeping anglers honest. If we want to get the stock back on track for recovery then we should do all that we can to
make sure fish are legally harvested and within the slot limit. Option B requires that, in states where at-sea/ shore-side filleting is allowed, anglers must retain the rack
(what is left of the fish after cutting off fillets) and keep the skin on the fillets. This is very simple, in the event that a conservation officer boards a vessel or checks on a
shore angler, it would be possible for that officer to know whether or not the fish was legally harvested. We are adding to the toolkit law enforcement has to ensure
compliance by the anglers.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Support Option B—The ocean commercial fisheries and/or Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries will be managed by
quotas representing up to a 14.5% reduction from their 2022 quotas with their 2022 size limits. The Board will select the specific percent reduction between zero and
14.5%.

Status quo is just not an option at this point. As stated, “Status quo has a reduced probability to achieve the objective of this addendum.” An equitable reduction is
harvest gives us the best possible chance at getting the rebuild back on track. While it is unfortunate that the board will ultimately get to choose the percent reduction,
the bottom line is Option B will reduce commercial harvest beyond the 18% reduction put in place by Amendment 7. In your comments please suggest that the board
select the biggest possible reduction of 14.5%.

We should note that there are several concerning matters surrounding a commercial quota reduction.
First off, it is important to understand that the reduction is to the allowable total harvest number, not to the actual harvest. So, states that do not max out their quota

may not see any actual reduction in mortality. Let’s say a state only harvests 80% of its total allowable quota. In that case a 14.5% reduction in quota would not save
a single fish. For example, in the past we have reported on Massachusetts struggling to fill its commercial quota. To us its a clear sign that there are just not enough
fish around but the troubling part is that if history repeats itself, than this best case scenario of a 14.5% reduction could mean no actual change in commercial
harvest. As we have always said, to rebuild this stock we need equitable reductions in mortality. We all need to give something to get something in return.

Secondly, there was much discussion between board members regarding their ability (or inability) to getting these new commercial regulation in place for the 2024
season. The main reason seemed to stem from the timing of this Addendum II process. Public comments would be taken through December and then final board
action would be taken in January. Several board members said it would be very difficult or flat out impossible for them to change commercial regulations at that point.
It seemed to hinge on the production of the physical tags but in reality it really just seemed like they were reaching for an excuse to not get the job done. While this
mainly pertains to more southern states where the commercial season begins earlier, it would be a complete farce if Addendum II reductions are only applied to the
recreational sector.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Support Option B—The Board could respond via Board actionwhere the Board could change management measures by voting to
pass a motion at a Board meeting instead of developing an addendum or amendment and different from the emergency action process.

As we mentioned in our summary of this past ASMFC board meeting, there is a really good chance that Addendum II will only be in effect for a one year period. The
next stock assessment results are expected in the fall of 2024. Given the 5 years of very poor recruitment in the Chesapeake, there is a good chance that stronger
management changes will be need to ensure a greater than 50% chance of rebuilding by 2029. If the board is required to do so via another Addendum, that process
could take close to a year to finalize. The Striped Bass stock does not have that kind of time right now. Option B would allow the board to react by voting by a simple
majority. While we prefer to have a public comment period, it just becomes a cumbersome and time consuming process which puts us farther behind in terms of
rebuilding. This is unfortunate, the writing has been on the wall for years and as you are probably already aware, Stripers Forever has been calling for the most
conservative measures since the beginning of the Amendment 7 process. If the results of the next stock assessment are as bad as we anticipate, the conversation
about a equitable harvest moratorium will most certainly be back on the table.

Sincerely,

Capt. Duane R. Eggie

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:leggie04@comcast.net
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From: Pete Novello
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II - Concerns
Date: Wednesday, November 29, 2023 12:56:25 PM

To whom it may concern,

I am and have been an avid saltwater fisherman for more than 30 years.  I have fished for
striped bass as my primary target species for all of those years primarily in the western Long
Island Sound in Westport, CT.  I have seen a MAJOR reduction in the number of smaller striped
bass over the past 10 years.  I will classify "smaller striped bass" as any fish under 26 inches
long.  Each year numbers of these smaller fish that I have caught has dropped exponentially,
this last season was by far the fewest number of smaller striped bass I have caught.  Ten years
ago, I would fish from early April through early December and I would literally catch many
hundreds, probably thousands of smaller striped bass in a full season.  To be more specific,
during the spring & fall runs I would often catch 20 to 30 of these smaller fish in a 4 to 5 hour
outing with 2 or 3 fish larger than 28 inches mixed into that count.  I would make trips like that
2 to 3 times per week with varied success. I also was able to fish throughout the entire
summer and target a large population of resident summer schoolie bass.  Those summer trips
would nearly always produce at least 4 of 5 fish, but many nights I would catch 1 to 2 dozen
small bass. There would be far fewer 28 inch or larger fish during those summer months.

As I mentioned, the number of those smaller bass has steadily declined. This spring and early
summer, from April to the end of June, during the spring run I caught a total of less than 50
fish under 28 inches long.  I was fishing an average of 2 to 3 times per week during that time. 
Ten years ago, I would likely have easily caught 50 small bass in the first 2 or 3 weeks of April. 
What I did catch during the April to June time period was much better numbers of fish over 28
inches.  I caught many more slot and over slot sized fish last spring.  It was actually the most
fish I have ever caught that were slot sized and bigger in my entire life.  I would say that 90%+
of the fish that I caught were 28 inches or bigger during that time.

The summer bite from July to September is now non-existent.  As I mentioned I used to fish
through the summer nights and continue to catch what I believe were summer resident
schoolie bass, they are nearly all gone now. That fishery no longer exists.  I caught less than 10
schoolie striped bass during these summer months in 2023.

The fall run of years past would be waves of striped bass in different sizes moving through our
waters.  Most of the numbers of those fish were small striped bass.  There were always
multiple weeks straight in late October thought election week in November when all of our
water front would have thousands of blitzing schoolie bass nearly every day.  During these
weeks I would again catch hundreds of the smaller class bass.  This year there were a handful
of days when a few much smaller schools of small bass pushed through our area.  I would say I

mailto:petenovello@yahoo.com
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caught less than 75 schoolies this fall over the dozens of fishing trips I made. The reoccurring
theme is that I did catch more stripers over 28 inches last fall than I have ever caught, but still
far fewer than I did in the spring.

Based on what I have seen over these years, I think that the better numbers of larger fish I am
catching now are the mature smaller fish I was seeing from 10+ years ago.  The problem is
that there are so few smaller fish now.  Striped bass WILL COLAPSE in the coming years if the
smaller fish are not replaced in the cycle.  There needs to be a better balance in the fishery
with fish of all sizes. My biggest concern is that people will see that they are catching the
bigger fish and think that the fishing is better overall.  Boats are harvesting thousands of the
slot bass as I write this letter.  I'm not a scientist.  I'm not sure exactly what the solution is, but
something needs to change NOW, not 2 years from now when all the slot fish have been
harvested.  That will be too late. 

I would love to see a moratorium on striped bass to let the fish spawn and replace the smaller
fish missing from the current cycle.  Thank you for taking the time to read my response. 
Please let me know if there is anything that I can do to help.  I would be happy to spend my
time and effort to try and help this cause.

Best,
Pete Novello



From: Thomas Cody
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, November 29, 2023 2:16:46 PM

Dear Council Members,

I am writing to comment on the Draft Amendment II to Amendment 7 for Atlantic Striped
Bass. I have laid out my positions on each option below. I hope the council continues taking
proactive, conservation-minded management actions to ensure a healthy striped bass
population for years to come. 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes).

I particularly want to voice my concern about mode splits. I am concerned by attempts
to manage stakeholders within the recreational sector differently. We need clarity and
equitable rules geared toward rebuilding the stock.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons

The fish in the Chesapeake are everyone's fish and allowing Maryland in particular to
harvest more fish is hurting the rest of the coast. Again, please do not implement mode
splits in the Bay. Striped bass are being overfished, the population is declining and now
is the time for clear, conservation-minded policies. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Thomas Cody

mailto:thomas.r.cody@gmail.com
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From: Ray
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, November 29, 2023 4:02:20 PM

I support Option B1 for section 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options.  This
will give the Chesapeake anglers a 4” slot that they can harvest. Coastal anglers
already comply with a 3” slot, the Chessy folks can do their part. This will also give all
Chesapeake striper fishermen (recreational and charter) the same, equal, restrictions.
No separate rules. It’ll also help protect the last decent year classes of striped bass.
It’ll give them a 19-23” slot, but that’s better than the current situation. I’m not going
into all the details here and now.

For 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options, I support Option B, which gives
a 14.5% reduction to both the coastal and Chesapeake Bay Quotas. That’ll reduce
their quotas, though fisheries that aren’t able to fill their quotas due to low numbers of
fish available won’t be affected by this.

 

Ray Phillips

159 Thompson Hill Road

Portland, CT 06480

 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
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From: Chris Lido
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, November 29, 2023 5:14:58 PM

As a deckhand and budding captain aboard a party boat and a lifelong angler along the Jersey
Shore, I support option C which will allow the "for-hire" fleet to continue to drive tourism in
the Garden State. In the 35 plus years I have been working in the fishing industry many family-
owned boats and businesses have suffered, and sadly are no longer operating in large part as
a result of ever- tightening regulations. Our customers who often are fishing for the first time
pay good money to come home with a few dinners for their families and the 28-33-inch size
limit, plus bonus tag would allow them to do just that.   

Chris Lido 
FV Gambler 
Point Pleasant NJ 

mailto:leedz49@hotmail.com
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From: vinny vetere
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II),
Date: Wednesday, November 29, 2023 6:19:12 PM

As a charter boat owner/captain I believe the slot limit we have now does not leave enough wiggle
room to harvest a legal striper for my clients.  Most fish are between 31 & 34” so I would support
the changes that allow for larger fish to be retained.
 
I support Option E:  1 Fish @ 28’ to 33”
 
My income is way down this season because of the strict new laws for this past season.  That extra 2
inches would allow me to continue my business and make my clients once again come fish with me.
 
Capt Vincent Vetere
Katfish  NY 2057
www.katfishsportfishing.com
 
Thank You

mailto:vinny@autoexec.net
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From: RomanAround5246
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Atlantic Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, November 29, 2023 8:49:03 PM

Hi Emilie Franke,

I have been going over the proposals that have been offered to us and unfortunately I don't
think that anyone of these proposals are going to solve the predicament that the  Striped Bass
are in. We put in place a slot limit of 28 inches to 35 inches thinking it would make a
difference, but it didn't. We tried making another change to 28 inches to 31 inches and is this
working? Probably not because here we are again trying to fix the original problem.

What no one is realizing is that the 9 percent is never going to go away as long as people are
fishing for them.

Alot of the Charter/Party Boats along with Guides are targeting large Striped Bass even
though they are off limits. Alot of them are also using light gear which adds to the problem of
survival after release. Also, after catching their limit of fish, they are still fishing for them
because of the trip they paid for. Now we are going back to that nine percent mortality rate.

Unfortunately, the only way that we can truly meet the goals by 2029 is to close fishing for
Striped Bass completely for a year or two. I would also like to see a season for them too.
According to the Committee's release guidelines, no one between January 1 and April 15 is
properly reviving these fish because the water is too cold to stick one's hands into it.

If I had to chose one option, it would be to keep the regulations the same, 28-31 inches with
one fish per person for all recreational anglers including Charter/Party boats. Everybody
should be on the same playing field so there will be no issues especially for law enforcement. 

Thank You Emilie for taking the time to read this email and to record it.

Sincerely, 

Roman Dudus 

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy Z Flip3 5G, an AT&T 5G smartphone
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From: DANIEL VIAFORE
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 9:34:30 AM

Please do not alter the current slot limit of 28-31”. It is crucial and imperative that we continue to protect the 2015
year class! Thank you
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Nick Petrucci
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 12:30:55 PM

I want to state and voice my opinion as an avid surfcaster and recreational angler that does not
disrespect our oceans and habitats (that has reported numerous poachers). I am also a valued
member of Connecticut Surfcasters Association and want to and hope to one day fish with my
children in the surf. 

I choose to support Option B1 for section 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational
Options.

Furthermore, I want to voice my support for 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction
Options, I support Option B

Lastly, For 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment,  I choose to support Option B 

Thank you very much for listening to my opinions. I hope my voice will be
heard and not fall on deaf ears. 

mailto:14nicholaspetrucci@gmail.com
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From: GESER 3A
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 1:09:46 PM

For section 3.1.2    I support  option B1 for Chesapeake Bay recreational options.

For section 3.2.1 commercial quota reductions, options, I support option B.. 

  I am a lifelong recreational fisherman, who is willing to do what it takes to help rebuild the
striped bass fishery for everyone
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From: David Pollack
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass in the Hudson
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 2:05:59 PM

I took my special needs brother fishing for striped bass four years ago in Albany. Our captain
made it clear: “we do not keep any female fish and prefer if you would only remove one from
the river.” 
We first caught herring for bait and proceeded to catch over a dozen striped bass, taking
pictures but releasing afterwards. 
We MUST allow for future generations to enjoy catching striped bass and I for one am in
favor of a catch limit in addition to a size limit, or, a total ban on striped bass keepers being
removed from the Hudson with a sunset clause based on increased numbers.
Submitted respectfully,
David Pollack
11 Edge Water Lane
Haverstraw, NY

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS
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From: Beth Darlington
To: Comments
Subject: [External] fishing
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 2:21:06 PM

Dear friends,

Please support "Option B" for recreational and commercial fishing.

Thank you!

Beth Darlington

mailto:bedarlington@vassar.edu
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From: matt kovner
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass fishery management
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 2:21:55 PM

as a fisherman interested in maintaining the striped bass population for future
generations, i encourage you to choose option b or option c from the current draft
fishery management plan.

thanks
mk

-- 
Matt Kovner
144 Crispell Road
Olivebridge, NY 12461
845-389-7900
mkovner15@gmail.com

mailto:mkovner15@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:mkovner15@gmail.com


From: Andrew Brana
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Addendum to Interstate Fishery Management Plan
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 2:22:57 PM

Dear folks,

I strongly urge you to adopt “Option B” for both recreational and commercial
fishing.  In addition to this, enforcement of regulations needs to be
increased, including in Federal waters, to ensure that these regulations lead
to the desired level of population recovery and conservation.

Sincerely,

Andrew Brana
Yorktown, NY
914-433-3104

mailto:aadbrana@yahoo.com
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From: Paul
To: Comments
Cc: MIKE ARMSTRONG
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 3:01:07 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to comment to Draft Addendum II

My clients mostly fish for striped bass and are disappointed that they can’t keep any fish to take home
We do catch a lot of fish which mostly all have to be released. They would like to take I home for the grill

My business was down last year because it was just catch and release

I support Option C 28”-33” For-Hire Fleet
Option C will allow our customers with a better chance to bring a fish home
 I also support the for-hire fleet to continue to fillet striped bass at sea
Thank you
Captain Paul Diggins O/O
Reel Pursuit Charters
Charlestown, Ma 02129

Sent from my iPad

mailto:paul@bostonfishing.com
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From: brandon Hakulin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum 2
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 3:52:39 PM

Good day Striped Bass Management Board,

I am a recreational angler, concerned citizen, science teacher, and Marine Corps veteran from
the state of NY and I am concerned about the future of our fisheries on the East Coast. I fish
and spend money, all along the East Coast. I'm writing to express my support for Addendum 2
and the reduction in striped bass morality.
 Please support our fisheries and your constituents, and thank you for your support!

Sincerely,

Brandon F. Hakulin

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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From: Alan Moore
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass changes
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 3:53:21 PM

The real problem is commercial overfishing and lack of enforcement of existing rules.
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From: Linda Chilcoat
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comment on striped bass
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 5:03:10 PM

Sent from my iPad
I think that 90% of my fishing effort is for striped bass.  However, the fish need to be protected.  I support a
moratorium against all fishing for the strippers until the stock has sufficiently recovered (per scientific assessment).
Thank you.

mailto:lmchilcoat@gmail.com
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From: George & Donna Osing
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Rockfish Public Input
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 5:13:31 PM

To Whomever

I fish the mid Bay with lures and I am catch and release. My recommendation to
increase the rockfish is to 

1. Stop the chumming for at least 3 years. Chumming is devastating the schools
which do not seem to move around. The fish at the mouth of the Patapsco river were
POUNDED this year. Day after day.  LURES ONLY!

2. Stop the commercial harvest of rock. Make the fish a game fish only

3. If this doesn't work (which it should) then an all out ban will be necessary. 

4. If chumming is not banned at least require barbs to be smashed flat. It makes it
easier to remove the hook without damaging the fish. 

George Osing
Ellicott City Maryland

mailto:osing2@verizon.net
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From: MARYLOU ZEIS
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Riverkeeper
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 5:37:55 PM

I support option B.

Sent from my iPad
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From: Duffy72297
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass fishing
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 6:29:44 PM

Dear Sir or Madam,
     I hope you will adopt more sustainable fishing regulations for striped bass.  I watch a lot of nature
programs and have heard about many cases where overfishing or overhunting has led to disaster.  If
fishing is cut back a bit, hopefully the striped bass population will really rebound.
                                                         Thank you,
                                                          Joan Raitano

Virus-free.www.avast.com

mailto:duffy72297@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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From: bill.winter@verizon.net
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Preservation of Striped Bass habitat from Over-Fishing
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 7:05:23 PM

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing to express my earnest support for the preservation of the striped bass
habitat in the Hudson River. As a concerned individual passionate about
environmental conservation, I believe it is crucial to protect this iconic species and its
ecosystem for the benefit of current and future generations.

The Hudson River serves as a vital home for the striped bass, playing an integral role
in their life cycle and overall well-being. These magnificent fish not only contribute to
the natural biodiversity of the river but also hold significant cultural and economic
value for our communities.

However, the habitat of the striped bass faces various threats, including pollution,
habitat degradation, and over-fishing. Without immediate action to safeguard their
environment, we risk irreparable damage to this crucial ecosystem, which could have
far-reaching consequences for both wildlife and our local communities.

Preservation efforts must include comprehensive strategies to mitigate pollution,
restore degraded habitats, and enforce sustainable fishing practices. Collaborative
initiatives involving government agencies, conservation organizations, scientists, and
local communities are essential to ensure the long-term health and survival of the
striped bass and its ecosystem in the Hudson River.

I urge you to prioritize the protection of the striped bass habitat through policy
measures, conservation projects, and community engagement initiatives. By working
together, we can make a meaningful difference in preserving this invaluable natural
resource and safeguarding the ecological balance of the Hudson River for
generations to come.

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. I remain hopeful that with collective
action, we can create a healthier and more sustainable future for the striped bass and
the entire ecosystem of the Hudson River.

Sincerely,

William Winter
115 Hillcrest Terrace
Staten Island, NY 10305

mailto:bill.winter@verizon.net
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From: Dan Lipsey
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 7:09:13 PM

I am concerned about the "data" that is being used to formulate the plans that decide what
happens to the state of the fishery. It's imperative you have good data to form a plan. I
understand that it's hard to count the fish, and it's not an easy task. Let's not
reinvent the wheel. Put together a taskforce to learn from other areas of the country who have
fisheries and how they manage them based on the data they are learning from that is different
then what we are currently doing!

Dan Lipsey

mailto:dano8032@gmail.com
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From: your message
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Option B
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 7:33:09 PM

I am a contributing supporter of Riverkeeper.  I caught my first striped bass about 30
years ago, and I have caught and released tagged stripers in Connecticut.  I urge you
to adopt option B for commercial and recreational fishing.

mailto:littoralguy@aol.com
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From: Ray Jarvis
To: Comments
Subject: [External]
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 7:35:16 PM

As a for hire Captain, I do not support any increase in slot size. I do support any and all reductions in harvest coast
wide.
Time to change the for hire model and treat striped bass as a game fish. I do not harvest Striped Bass on any for hire
trips, and I explain to my clients why this it’s important to do.

Unable to speak due to family commitment. Thank you.

Ray Jarvis

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jarvisfish@gmail.com
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From: Evan Pritchard
To: Comments
Subject: [External] re: Striped Bass as a Cornerstone of Local History
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023 11:12:50 PM

The Dutch settlers of the Kingston area had a special interest in Striped Bass for fishing. This
species of fish had a special nickname or code name among the Dutch fishermen that we today
may not understand completely. They called a creek that had Striped Bass as a "Twaalfskill."
Kill means creek in Dutch, and Twaalf is the number 12. This was the code name for the
Striped Bass. There must have been other numbers for other fish; I have not seen these other
eleven written out, but we know the Striped Bass was important because there is a Twaalfskill
in both Kingston NY and near Highland Landing southeast of New Paltz. The Hudson's shores
were once famous for Striped Bass spawning grounds.  By preserving the Striped Bass we are
preserving a cornerstone of our human history as well as our natural history.
Evan Pritchard
Author of Native New Yorkers, and Mapping Native New York

mailto:evan.pritchard7@gmail.com
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From: Ron
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum 2
Date: Friday, December 1, 2023 12:34:54 AM

Hello,

I’m writing today concerning the Striped Bass addendum 2 draft hearing. As a Chesapeake Bay charter captain and
tackle vendor I would like to see the board vote for option B1 as well as the 14.5
% reduction in commercial quota. I’d also suggest these measures be implemented immediately.

As mentioned above I actively charter for hire striped bass trips on the chesapeake bay and I feel these measures are
important to keep myself, other captains, local tackle shops and the vast array of other entities that would be
impacted if these fish were gone working.  Thank you for taking my comments in to consideration and I hope you
each decide to do what is right for these fish.
Ron  Buffington

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:ronbuff@comcast.net
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From: Ron Buffington
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass addendum II hearing
Date: Friday, December 1, 2023 12:50:35 AM

As conservation minded anglers and a business that relies on a healthy fishery  we
support all portions of the coast wide fishery implementing at least a 14.5%
reduction in fishing mortality for 2024, and the Board to focus on meaningful
reductions in mortality as future assessments require. 

For Addendum II we support the following specific options: 

Recreational Coast: Option B - Status Quo 28-31” for all fisheries. (14.1%)
Recreational Bay: Option B1 19-23”(22.4% reduction)  or  B2 - 19-24” (15.9%
reduction).
Commercial: 14.5% reduction in quota
Board Response:   B. Board Action. 
Implementation dates:  ASAP

These measures are important to ensure healthy  and plentiful stocks of fish. When
the fish are plentiful all sectors can share in the rewards and good fishing equally.
Thank you for taking the time to read our letter and taking our thoughts in to
consideration. 

The entire JLS Rods Staff

Www.jlsrods.com

mailto:info@jlsrods.com
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From: Tim Higgins
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Personal comments on Striped Bass Amendment 7 Addendum 2
Date: Friday, December 1, 2023 8:08:36 AM

Good Day,

As a recreational fisherman seeing the decline of the striped bass population in Massachusetts, I
support urgent protection of the species.   Here’s my input on Amendment 7 Addendum 2.

 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options.

I support Option B, 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 season (all modes).

 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options.

I support Option B2 at 1 fish at 19” to 24”.

 

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification. I support Option B.

 

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements. I support Option B.

 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options. I support Option B.

 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment. I support Option B

 

I personally do not feel that these measures go far enough, but are the best options out of those
presented in the addendum.

 

Thank you

Tim Higgins

284 Water St., Newburyport, MA

 

mailto:timhiggins17@gmail.com
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From: Bensonhurst00
To: Comments
Subject: [External]
Date: Friday, December 1, 2023 8:24:46 AM

Leave the fish alone 

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS

mailto:bensonhurst00@aol.com
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From: mattsedgwick@yahoo.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass
Date: Friday, December 1, 2023 9:09:13 AM

Hi, hopefully you read this and understand the passion I speak with as I type this message.
This fish has been a staple in my life for about 20 years now, and as a young passionate
outdoors man I just am now scratching the surface of understand and figuring out this precious
resource. I have dedicated my life to chasing these fish and plan on making my living off the
bountiful stock that we have of this resource running and strict catch and release fishing
service to ensure the safety and quality of our fish while further educating those on safe
handling and practical catch and release ethics. I really hope you guys can see the damage that
has come from the slaughtering of the Chesapeake bay. Look at the laws and regulations on
any other spawning grounds for fish, no one is allowed to clear the house like the people in the
bay do. This takes a dramatic role on the far northern fisheries. From shore fisherman to
commercial! Option B1 that has been proposed should b set in stone for everyone! Atleast
until the population of spawning fish comes back, even then me and many others believe it
should still be placed there permanently. WE NEED THIS RESOUCE TO STAY OR US
AND MANY OTHERS ARE DOOMED! This issue should be in the hands of the people who
pay the money to target this incredible species, not by the people who profit off of every single
fish that’s caught killed and sold on a large scale market. Please take into consideration how
the Guys like me feel. I have anxiety thinking that I’m going to lose my lifeline because some
inconsiderate people decided too do what they do best as humans and that’s erase native
species. Please do what’s right for the east coast striped bass fishery. 

Thankyou, Matthew Sedgwick a Connecticut angler. 

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

mailto:mattsedgwick@yahoo.com
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From: pamerniewilson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comments on Striped Bass (Rockfish) Regulations
Date: Friday, December 1, 2023 10:29:01 AM

Ladies and Gentlemen:
I live on a tributary of Chesapeake Bay. My neighbors and I have noticed an alarming decline
in the number of striped bass (rockfish) in our part of the bay. Daily there are website pictures
posted by charterers of fishermen all along the northeast coast holding large, over 31" striped
bass for "photo ops". It is clear that these fish are unlikely to survive (even if it is to be
believed that they are returned to the water). In many cases the charterers are touting the large
number of "cows" that are being caught. Holding fish out of water for photos should be strictly
prohibited, and authorities should use the pictures on these websites as enforcement
evidentiary tools.Watching the stupid slaughter of these large, egg producing "cows" is
frustrating, particularly with the now clear evidence of the decline in the fishery.
   Also prohibited should be the use of eels, spot and similar types of live bait. It is undeniable
that fish caught on these baits usually swallow the hook with resultant impact on mortality.
   My state being the principal nursery for rockfish is taking measures to try to save this
fishery. Shortening the season, requiring circle hooks when using bait, and eliminating the
"trophy" season are steps in the right direction. I request that you immediately impose the
common sense measures taken by Maryland and those  suggested here. 
   Ernest G Wilson
   Neavitt, Maryland

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:pamerniewilson@aol.com
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From: Theodore H Carski
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 1, 2023 11:43:41 AM

I support CCA’s positions.
Recreational Coast: Option B – Status Quo 28-31” for all fisheries.
(14.1%)
Recreational Bay: Option B1 19-23”(22.4% reduction)  or  B2 – 19-24”
(15.9% reduction).
Commercial: 14.5% reduction in quota
Board Response:   B. Board Action. 
Implementation dates:  ASAP.

-Support closing the Trophy season…even if not justified by science, ie, there are no data
on the probable impact, the optics are terrible, and keeping more breeder sized fish alive
can’t hurt.

-Support closing the catch and keep Upper Bay May season…as above, just in case the
spawn is delayed, provides some added protection for the breeders.

On Option B…prefer widest spread to reduce discards. See below for remedy to FH fleet.

Thoughts for future consideration:

-Temp is a known threshold, so extend the mid summer closed season to the 4 hottest weeks
of the year on average. There are temp data available, so use these data to identify the most
effective closure period. 

-To provide some remedy, especially to FH charters, for the above changes, add an
incentive/subsidy, from DNR, to target and take blue cats. This could be cash prizes for
tagged fish, or most/biggest blue cats reported via the FACTS procedure. This would also
introduce the charter fishers to blue cats as a great edible fish, thus increasing the take of
cats, and helping to create a larger commercial market. 
 
-Regarding effectiveness of a slot, attempt to account for harvest estimates based on the big
difference between C&R techniques used. Perhaps use ‘lure’ and ‘bait’ scenarios, rather than
pit recreational vs charter. Apply a lower mortality (Flats data) to a ‘lure’ boat using
appropriately sized gear to minimize time of fight, lures with barbless hooks, trebles
removed or cut to 1 hook/treble, rubberized nets, gunnels low enough to keep fish in the
water etc. Then use the 9% mortality value for bait fishing, often from a larger boat, where
the fish will always come out of the water, a net is usually used, gear may be undersized to
prolong the fight, often there are many fishers so multiple lines, and fish might be flopped
on the deck until the fishers/crew can deal with all the lines. Model these scenarios to
determine impact of the slot. The large boat bait scenario is where a single upper slot might
actually fail, in that, the bait fishers will work through many fish over the slot, and many of
these released fish will die from poor handling, so the total kill is much higher than

mailto:thcarski@gmail.com
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estimated, and the slot is not actually limiting the kill. 

-In addition to limiting the take, come at it from the other side, and initiate a striped bass
stocking program, as is now running in NC, to help compensate for the harvest. DNR could
have funding, logistics, and approvals in prep, and then use NC first year’s data to inform a
‘go’ decision for ChesBay in 2025. Although this may have previously failed in MD, the
science and technology have changed, so it deserves another look.

Thanks for doing all you do! No response expected.
Ted Carski
Lifetime CCA/MD member



From: paulyfish reeltherapy.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass draft Addendum 2- Comment within
Date: Friday, December 1, 2023 11:50:06 AM

ASMFC: Here is my comment:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes)

There is history we can learn from about mode splits. Maryland did a mode split for
charter for hire, and it resulted in Maryland Charters harvesting more striped bass than
the rest of the Chesapeake and ocean charters combined.  A mode split will only
exacerbate the already serious situation.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:Option B with a full 14.5% reduction to both
the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

The Chesapeake Baycommercial fisheryhas not taken a meaningful reduction since
2015. The Chesapeake commercial quota has taken a whopping 1.8% reduction (see
below).
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action

I believe everyone should share equally in the sacrifice now needed to recover striped
bass by 2029.
Thank you
Paul

Capt. Paul Eidman
732.614.3373
paulyfish@reeltherapy.com
https://linktr.ee/paulyfish
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www.reeltherapy.com
www.menhadendefenders.org
www.anglersforoffshorewind.org
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Yes, ONE person can make a difference!



From: Emilie Franke
To: Comments
Subject: FW: 2024 striped bass regulations
Date: Friday, December 1, 2023 11:50:09 AM

 
 
Emilie Franke | Fishery Management Plan Coordinator
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, VA 22201
Phone: 703.842.0716 | Fax: 703.842.0741
efranke@asmfc.org | www.asmfc.org
 

From: David Boyden <dboyden@tsgcontracting.com> 
Sent: Friday, December 1, 2023 11:34 AM
To: Emilie Franke <EFranke@asmfc.org>
Subject: [External] 2024 striped bass regulations
 
As a 45-year resident of Maryland I wanted to express my support for any and all future regulations
to protect the striped bass population. I would fully support all regulations up to and including a
complete moratorium . I do not understand the complexities of providing game fish status to striped
Bass but believe this would be a great step. I appreciate all the hard work and dedication.
 
David Boyden
The Sanchez Group
240-925-0914
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From: Linda Pistolesi
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comment on addendum to Interstate Fishery Management Plan
Date: Friday, December 1, 2023 12:07:48 PM

To whom it may concern:

I understand from a communication from the Hudson River Riverkeeper that the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) is considering adding an addendum to its
Interstate Fishery Management Plan to address the declining status of Striped Bass. I am
writing in support of Option B for both recreational and commercial fishing and in addition I
strongly favor increased regulatory enforcement in all areas, including Federal Waters, in
support of the striped bass population in the Hudson River. I do not fish, but I do bird, and
often these activities co-occur. For me, most often at the Piermont Pier in Piermont, NY. This
has always been a popular fishing spot, but in recent years it has become even more so with
many groups of fishermen lining the pier, some following regulations and others not. While I
have seen checks conducted by the DEC ECOs, they seem much less frequent than needed. I
am there almost daily, usually in the morning hours.

I hope you will adopt option B for the addendum to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan in
support of Striped Bass.

Thank you for your consideration,
Linda Pistolesi

mailto:linda.pistolesi@gmail.com
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From: Emilie Franke
To: Comments
Subject: Fwd: [External] Fwd: Striped Bass Emergency Actions (comment from Maryland)
Date: Friday, December 1, 2023 3:02:52 PM

From: Erik Zlokovitz -DNR- <erik.zlokovitz@maryland.gov>
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2023 5:17:52 PM
To: Emilie Franke <EFranke@asmfc.org>
Cc: Michael Luisi -DNR- <michael.luisi@maryland.gov>
Subject: [External] Fwd: Striped Bass Emergency Actions (comment from Maryland)
 
Hi Emilie! Can you please add Brandon's comment below to your written comments? Thanks. 

"Regarding the ASMFC Addendum II options. I will be putting my support on the smallest
proposed slot and supporting NO sector separation for the "for hire" fleet as I have not
practiced that from the start and do not feel it will effect my business negatively. - 

Capt. Brandon Wingate
Salt Tale Charters
410-463-1252
www.salttalecharters.com

Erik Zlokovitz
Recreational Fisheries Outreach
Fishing and Boating Services
Maryland Department of Natural Resources
Tawes State Office Building
580 Taylor Ave, B-2
410-260-8324
443-569-1398
Erik.Zlokovitz@maryland.gov

Website | Facebook | Twitter 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: BRANDON WINGATE <captbrandon@salttalecharters.com>
Date: Thu, Nov 30, 2023 at 10:34 AM
Subject: Striped Bass Emergency Actions
To: josh.kurtz@maryland.gov <josh.kurtz@maryland.gov>, david.goshorn@maryland.gov
<david.goshorn@maryland.gov>, erik.zlokovitz@maryland.gov
<erik.zlokovitz@maryland.gov>, <MICHAEL.LUISI@maryland.gov>
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https://www.facebook.com/MarylandDNR/
http://twitter.com/MarylandDNR
mailto:captbrandon@salttalecharters.com
mailto:josh.kurtz@maryland.gov
mailto:josh.kurtz@maryland.gov
mailto:david.goshorn@maryland.gov
mailto:david.goshorn@maryland.gov
mailto:erik.zlokovitz@maryland.gov
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Dear Secretary Kurtz, Deputy Secretary Goshorn, Mr. Zlokovitz & Mr. Luisi,

I am a the owner/captain/guide for a full time light tackle and fly fishing guide service on the
Chesapeake.  I write this as a stakeholder and conservationists.

I have read the letter sent to MD Tackle Shop owners regarding upcoming possible emergency
actions for Striped Bass and felt inclined to comment. 

To start, I strongly support any decision to close/eliminate the "trophy season" in Maryland.
This is an action that should have taken place a while ago. The fish that are harvested during
this season are migratory spawning stock fish that are currently off limits in coastal waters and
will most likely remain off limits once Addendum II from ASMFC is completed. 

With that said, I strongly disagree with the proposed extension of the "no-target" closure and
any "no-target" closure in any capacity. While I understand the optics of this action, I also
know well and good that the original decision to enact such closures was a political measure to
avoid taking cuts in harvest. Namely, the 2 fish for hire and no commercial cuts. No target
closures do nothing outside of what a no harvest closure already achieves. It only paints a
negative picture on catch and release fishing which can be practiced in a way that very few
fish die. The winter and early spring catch and release fishery for Striped Bass in the
Chesapeake is one of the best ways to experience the species the best conditions to ensure the
fish survive. 

My input as a professional and as someone who has been around these fish my entire life
would be to tame the uncomfortable route of having gear restrictions for catch and release of
Striped Bass (i.e. trolling, bait fishing cut or live). Catch and release should be lifted up as a
great way to experience the fishery as it has been in so many other states for  so many other
species. Furthermore, Jan. - April would be a fantastic time of the year to push tagging
programs to better understand these fish.

As a side note regarding the ASMFC Addendum II options. I will be putting my support on
the smallest proposed slot and supporting NO sector seperation for the "for hire" fleet as I
have not practiced that from the start and do not feel it will effect my business negatively. 

Thanks you for your time. Good luck moving forward with new regulations and actions as I
understand it is a very challenging job to have.

Many Tales & Tight Lines!
Capt. Brandon Wingate 
Salt Tale Charters
410-463-1252
www.salttalecharters.com

http://www.salttalecharters.com/


From: Andrew Roberto
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 1, 2023 3:46:38 PM
Importance: High

Hi, please see below for my opinion on what to do

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: I support Option B1. This will give the Chesapeake
anglers a 4” slot that they can harvest. Coastal anglers already comply with a 3” slot, the Chesapeake
folks can do their part. This will also give all Chesapeake striper fishermen (recreational and charter)
the same, equal, restrictions. No separate rules. It’ll also help protect the last decent year classes of
striped bass. It’ll give them a 19-23” slot, but that’s better than the current situation. 
 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:  I support Option B, which gives a 14.5% reduction to
both the coastal and Chesapeake Bay Quotas. That’ll reduce their quotas, though fisheries that
aren’t able to fill their quotas due to low numbers of fish available won’t be affected by this. 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: I support Option B  

Thanks,

Andrew

mailto:andrew.j.roberto@outlook.com
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From: Frederick Hirsekorn
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 1, 2023 4:06:36 PM

I read the documentation that outlines the proposed changes and have two
comments/concerns.  

First, the mortality numbers for striped bass released by recreational anglers are
staggering.  If they are accurate, improving them would be item number one on my
list for addressing the health of the striped bass fishery.  

Second, the 2023 size limits for striped bass are too restrictive and ignore a number
of the realities of recreational fishing for striped bass, especially offshore.  

Determining if a fish falls within the narrow range of 28 to 31 inches requires an
accurate measurement .  Thus the striper must be "unhooked," held steady in the
proper configuration for measurement, and then measured.  If the fish is close to
either end of the range, the angler will justifiably check and perhaps recheck, none of
which is salubrious for the fish, and undoubtedly leads to an increase in mortality of
the very fish we wish to preserve.

As most recreational anglers want to catch a keeper, they'll keep at it until they do. 
With a narrow range as that above, and with the normal distribution of fish size within
an off shore school, that means they will have to release on the order of five fish
before they find a keeper.  Given the mortality rates, we looking at killing two or more
fish for each fish we catch.  And those two fish will be the very fish we are trying to
preserve.

I think if the range were expanded back to what it was in 2022, say 28 to 38 inches,
the size can be more often be determined by inspection, and the fish can be released,
if outside the range, before it's boated and subjected to the rigors of the measuring
process.  

As a final thought, most recreational, and commercial anglers I know are responsible
people and will do their best to preserve the fishery.  Giving them a broader range of
options will help them do so.  

mailto:fihirsekorn@yahoo.com
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From: Jeffrey Weisman
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum ii
Date: Friday, December 1, 2023 4:17:28 PM

I am writing in an effort to help save and protect the wild striped bass population. I attended
the public comment meeting on November 30th 2022 in Milford Connecticut.

I am an avid recreational fisherman and I am deeply concerned about the effect that
overfishing and irresponsible fishing is having on our wild fish populations. 

Therefore I support the following amendment options.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes)

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:Option B with a full 14.5% reduction to both
the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Jeffrey Weisman 
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From: Bruce Gallaway
To: Comments; Emilie Franke
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Amendment 7 addendum
Date: Saturday, December 2, 2023 9:48:46 AM

Dear Emillie and board members -

I am writing to express my strong support for the most stringent measures possible to preserve
and restore the Atlantic striped bass population. As a recreational fisherman living in West
Yarmouth Cape Cod, Massachusetts, the striped bass is very important to me, my family, and our
local economy.

As a stakeholder and a citizen, I ask you to uphold your responsibility and authority under these
Acts and adopt the most effective and precautionary management plan for the Atlantic striped
bass. 

Regarding the options for the Draft addendum 2 to amendment 7, I support the following options:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B—1-fish at 28 to 31″ with 2022 
seasons (all modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B1

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): 
Support Option B

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Support Option B

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Support Option B

Thank you for your attention and consideration.

Sincerely, 

Ronald Gallaway

182 Silver leaf ln, 

West Yarmouth, Massachusetts
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From: Scott.ward201@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comment on striped bass regulations
Date: Saturday, December 2, 2023 3:32:53 PM

Hello,
I am writing to comment on the proposed striped bass regulation changes. I would like to say that I am in support of
a slot limit of (1) 19-26” fish per angler. I do not believe that there should be an exception made for charter boats.
While it is undeniable that the charter fleet has an economic impact and that the charter industry provides angling
opportunities to those that would otherwise not benefit from the resource, to narrow the slot size so that charter boats
may keep an additional fish will lead to a greater mortality rate in released fish. The non charter recreational
fishermen add just as much if not more to the economy as the charter fleet. As the son of a charter captain I grew up
during the moratorium, my Father never failed to be able to book a charter. He simply found other fish to target.
Those who book on charters are looking for an experience not just seeking to take home fish. In fact many fisheries
are purely catch and release industries and they thrive.
Thank you for taking the time to read my comments and I hope you will consider them when making an important
decision about the future of the fishery.

Scott Ward
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From: K OSBORNE
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stripers
Date: Saturday, December 2, 2023 4:09:04 PM

I have been fishing in the lower Chesapeake Bay for over 50 years.  I have seen the stripers
come and go.

What worked in the past to bring stripers back was a closure of the fishery.  If you cannot
close the taking of stripers now, I hope you will take the most aggressive action you can to
save these wonderful fish.  

Kendall Osborne
Norfolk VA
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From: william martin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Protection and recovery of the Striped Bass
Date: Saturday, December 2, 2023 5:31:36 PM

I am encouraged that the ASMFC is acknowledging that the breeding population of the striped
bass is again in critical condition. But, I am distressed to see that matters have again reached a
critical point before concerted action is being co considered.  I am doubtful that the council
will take vigorous enough action to repair the condition, but finally everyone realizes that the
situation is urgent.

I favor the following options:

Section 3.1.1   Option B'
Section 3.1.2   Option B
Section 3.1.3   Option B
Section 3.1.3   Option B
Section 3.1.4   Option B
Section 3.2.1    Option b
Section 3.3     Option B

Even though I am a resident of Maryland< I favor elimination of my state's so called Trophy
season.  I  also favor closing the season for fishing when the summer water temperature is
above 80 degrees.  The wanton waste of undersized fish caught in hot summer water is
staggering and shocking.  We understand the science but fail to act with courage and
knowledge.

William H. Martin, Ph.D.
Towson MD
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From: Stephen Schad
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass addendum
Date: Saturday, December 2, 2023 10:14:18 PM

I am for the most conservative measures to protect striped bass and no sector separation
between charters and recreational. Option B1 or B2 is fine

Thanks

Stephen schad
3501 S River Terr
Edgewater MD 21037

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS
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From: JD NOWA
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 3, 2023 7:48:25 AM

Please vote for OPTION B2.

Thanks Nowa
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From: Richard samalonis
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stripe Bass
Date: Sunday, December 3, 2023 9:13:29 AM

Size. 28 to 36in
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From: David Reid
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Interstate Fishery Management Plan
Date: Sunday, December 3, 2023 11:31:14 AM

Dear Commissioners,

I'm writing to voice my support for adopting "Option B" for both recreational and commercial
fishing in regards to upcoming changes to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan. 

Best regards,
David Reid
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From: Mike Zsak
To: Comments
Cc: editor@fishtalkmag.com; david@ccamd.org; Mike Waine
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 3, 2023 12:12:37 PM

I believe option B4 of the draft addendum if the best option available and should be
supported by ASMFC.
 
From a recreational fisherman’s viewpoint this option is the most fair for all concerned
fisherman, recreational and charter (For Hire), and would likely result in the minimum
release mortality rate of all the options. 
 
My rationale for suggesting option B4 is the best available option follows.

Regarding option B4 as compared to the other options:
Of all the options in the draft addendum I suggest B4 would provide, when
compared to the other options, the minimum release mortality.  B4 has the
widest min/max spread of all the options.  It is logical that having a more
narrow spread would result in more catches needing to be released, which
for a constant mortality rate, would result in more released stripers dying. 
Therefore the widest min/max spread should minimize the total number of
fish dying due to catch and release.
As an aside, I would point out It is not clear to me how option C2 can have
a mortality rate lower then B2.  Both options have the same min/max
spread.  Unless there is data that shows the mortality rate for charter boat
fisherman releases is less than releases for recreational fisherman, which
I haven’t seen anywhere, the rate for option C2 should be the same as
that for option B2.

Regarding options B vs options C:
While charter boat captions (For Hire) certainly have business expenses
such as licensing, fuel, boat investments/insurance, etc., the recreational
fisherman also has expenses, not unlike the charter boat captain.  I pay
for a MD boat registration and fishing license, purchase fuel for my boat,
maintain boat insurance and have upkeep expenses.  I would also point
out charter captains receive payment for taking clients out fishing, I on the
other hand do not receive any payment when I take family and friends
fishing.  Given these and other considerations I believe it is only fair to
limit charter boats (For Hire) to the same bag limit that is imposed on me
as a recreational fisherman.
I would suggest that limiting the bag limit to 1 fish per person for charter
boats will not significantly reduce the number of people that pay for charter
boat (For Hire) trips.  Given the cost of a charter boat trip if individuals are
paying for a charter boat trip to get 2 fish they need to reconsider the
cost/benefit of paying for the trip.  Clearly they could save money simply
by buying fish at the local fish market.  I believe people book charters to
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experience the pleasure of being on the water, possibly learning different
fishing techniques, and enjoying the interaction with other charter boat
participants.

 
Thank you for considering my comments.  If you would like to further discuss my
points or have any questions regarding my comments, please do not hesitate to
contact me.
 
Mike Zsak
DNRid: 96762
Cell: 240 925-8530

 



From: Gary B Lowe
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum
Date: Sunday, December 3, 2023 2:14:28 PM

Thank you for taking the time to read the comments before the hearing .
   After another dismal year for an amateur angler who is one of many that support the VMRC , and all the hard
work that goes into looking after the state resources and being vigilant in the commitment that involves . However
my main concern is the over harvesting of menhaden that most , if not all gamefish depend on one way or another .
Out of state ( or country ) factory ships  should not be allowed in the bay at all . Much less to scoop up millions of
tons of baitfish and the indiscriminate tons of “ bycatch” that’s killed or wasted . Please consider steps to stop the
over harvesting within our treasured territorial waters . Thank you ,
       Gary Lowe , Yorktown Va.
Lifelong supporter of Va fish and game laws.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Chester Zawacki
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass plan addendum
Date: Sunday, December 3, 2023 2:42:31 PM

One comment .
No special sector separation for charter or open boats.
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From: Reginald Thors
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 3, 2023 3:35:50 PM

ASMFC Board,

My name is Rex Thors I am a 23 year old recent graduate of Colby College with a degree in
Biology and a published author in the North American Journal of Fisheries Management.
During the course of my lifetime I have seen many environmental changes including negative
changes to the Striped Bass Population. I believe that on this current trajectory the ASMFC
will not meet their 2030 goals. Additionally, given the threats posed by poor spawning
conditions and mycobacteriosis now is the time to step up and protect these fish. Therefore I
believe strongly that in regards to section 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options, Option B
is best for these fish and all of the stakeholders involved. In regards to Section 3.1.2
Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options, Option B1 is best for these fish and all
stakeholders involved. In regards to section 3.1.3, Option B is best. I believe this option closes
any potential loopholes and increases clarity and accountability. In regards to section 3.2.1,
Option B is best, Additionally I would advocate that the commercial quota is reduced to the
minimum quota. Lastly, in regards to section 3.3 I advocate for option B. I believe that the
ASMFC is underestimating the pressure that this population is under and therefore will need to
move quickly to protect these fish. Option B of 3.3 allows for faster more efficient changes to
the regulations. 

Thank you for reading this,

Rex Thors 

781-690-5794
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From: Yahoomail
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comments for Chesapeake Bay
Date: Sunday, December 3, 2023 3:55:18 PM

I've been fishing the upper Chesapeake Bay for over 45 years.  Without the rockfish
there is little to fish for.  We need the 2 fish per person as in the facts program to
survive.  Charter boats are not the problem with mortality, catch and release is the
problem.  Closing the resource to all user groups is the only way to help the fish. 
Close the days when the water is warmer than normal.  Thank You.
                                     Capt. Russ Green
carolgfishing@comcast.net
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From: Paul Sledzik
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 3, 2023 6:38:49 PM

ASMFC,
I am a Rhode Island based salt water fly fisherman. I am writing to provide my comments on the Striped Bass Draft
Addendum II.
In the past several years, my fellow anglers and I who fish the southern RI coast and Narragansett Bay (in-shore
based fishing) have noted a decline in striped bass.
For all the sections 3.1.1 to 3.3, I am supportive of Option B. This will allow the stock to recover and provide
additional data to be collected so that the ASMFC can make informed decisions for the future.
Thank you for allowing me to comment.
Regards,
Paul Sledzik
West Warwick, RI
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From: Steve Boswell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Sunday, December 3, 2023 8:13:25 PM

Hello All,
I’m an avid fisherman with a family that loves to spend our free on the water.  We are
all Stuart’s of this great resource . We believe the actions listed below will  help
protect and persevere this resource for future generations. This is why we support the
following actions to reduce fishing mortality across all user groups in 2024, and for the
board to remain focused on rebuilding the coast wide population to target biomass
levels. 

Recreational Coast: Option B – Status Quo 28-31” for all fisheries.
(14.1%)
Recreational Bay: Option B1 19-23”(22.4% reduction)  or  B2 – 19-24”
(15.9% reduction).
Commercial: 14.5% reduction in quota
Board Response:   B. Board Action. 
Implementation dates:  ASAP.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Sigrid Montagano
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass - Addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 3, 2023 10:48:15 PM

ASMFC Board,

My name is Sigrid Montagano and I am a 21 year old senior at Colgate University, where I study in the biology
department alongside environmentalists and conservationists. Having been briefed on the ASMFC’s 2030 goals, I
feel obligated to reach out on behalf of the Striped Bass population and urge you to adopt protocols better suited to
those goals.

Given the population threat posed by poor spawning conditions and rampant Mycobacteriosis, proactive protective
measures are critical to the maintenance of a healthy Stripped Bass population.
To that end, I recommend Option B in section 3.1.1 of the Ocean Recreational Fishery Options, which is ideal for
bass, and stakeholders. In Section 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options, Option B1 is best choice. In
regards to section 3.1.3, Option B is best.

I believe the above options close potential loopholes and increases clarity and accountability, with the bass’ best
interests in mind.

For to section 3.2.1, Option B is also best. Additionally, I would advocate that the commercial quota is reduced to
the minimum quota. Lastly, in regards to section 3.3 I advocate for option B. I believe that the ASMFC is
underestimating the pressure that this population is under and therefore will need to move quickly to protect these
fish. Option B of 3.3 allows for faster more efficient changes to the regulations.

I urge you to review these important options to help ensure that the ASMFC meets their commendable 2030 goals.
Thank you for your time, Sigrid
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From: Al Scardino
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 3, 2023 11:05:14 PM

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, VA 22201

I reside in New York and am a recreational saltwater angler. 
Please consider the following comments regarding Addendum II of
Amendment 7:

3.1.1: Option B- 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 seasons (all modes).

3.1.2: Option B1 - Apply a standard minimum size limit, maximum
size limit, and bag limit to the Bay jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons. The
minimum size shall be 19” and the bag limit 1 fish. Maximum size
limit options are: B1) 23”, B2) 24”, B3) 25” or B4) 26”.

3.1.3: Option B- For-hire management measures apply only to
patrons during a for-hire trip; captain and crew during a for-hire trip
are subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits.

3.1.4: Option B- For states that authorize at-sea/shore-side filleting
of striped bass, establish minimum requirements, including
requirements for: racks to be retained; skin to be left intact; and
possession to be limited to no more than two fillets per legal fish.
States should consider including language about when and where
racks may be disposed of, specific to each mode allowed to fillet at-
sea/shore.

3.2.1: Option B- The ocean commercial fisheries and/or
Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries will be managed by quotas
representing up to a 14.5% reduction from their 2022 quotas with
their 2022 size limits. The Board will select the specific percent
reduction between zero and 14.5%.

3.3: Option B- The Board could respond via Board action where the
Board could change management measures by voting to pass a
motion at a Board meeting instead of developing an addendum or
amendment and different from the emergency action process.
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Thank You
Al Scardino



From: Davem migliore
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass
Date: Monday, December 4, 2023 7:20:55 AM

My name is David Migliore I am a recreational angler, fishing guide, fly tier, rod
builder and conservationist. I guide in South New Jersey flats and estuaries in and
around Atlantic City and our striper population that has existed strongly for 30 years is
now in shambles and the fishery is disappearing from our region.  There has been a
slow and steady decline over the past 15 years and now they are almost non-
existent.  All of the other fisheries are also in shambles so without a strong striped
bass fishery I'll need to move on from my endeavors all together here unless
something gives. I would like to support option 3.1.1 B1; one fish in between 28 and
31 in.
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From: William Muller
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 4, 2023 9:03:19 AM

To Whom It May Concern:

I am a retired marine biologist and professor: also an outdoor writer and competitive
surf fisherman. I will keep this short and sweet in order to respect the time of the
comments readers.
I support the following.

3.1.1: Option B. 1 fish in the slot: 28-31"
3.1.2: Option B 4: d) 26" size limit for bays and rivers.
3.1.3: Option B.
3.1.4: Option B.
3.2.1: Option B. Commercial quota maximum harvest of 14.5%
3.3: Option B.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please feel free to call @ 631-361-3366.

William A. Muller, PhD.
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From: Rsquire
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 4, 2023 12:17:50 PM

My name is Ross Squire and I am a New York-based recreational saltwater angler.
Please consider the following comments regarding Addendum II of Amendment 7:

3.1.1: Option B - 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 seasons (all modes).

3.1.2: Option B1 - Apply a standard minimum size limit, maximum size limit, and bag
limit to the Bay jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons. The minimum size shall be 19” and the
bag limit 1 fish. Maximum size limit options are: B1) 23”, B2) 24”, B3) 25” or B4) 26”.

3.1.3: Option B - For-hire management measures apply only to patrons during a for-
hire trip; captain and crew during a for-hire trip are subject to the private vessel/shore
angler limits.

3.1.4: Option B - For states that authorize at-sea/shore-side filleting of striped bass,
establish minimum requirements, including requirements for: racks to be retained;
skin to be left intact; and possession to be limited to no more than two fillets per legal
fish. States should consider including language about when and where racks may be
disposed of, specific to each mode allowed to fillet at-sea/shore.

3.2.1: Option B - The ocean commercial fisheries and/or Chesapeake Bay
commercial fisheries will be managed by quotas representing up to a 14.5% reduction
from their 2022 quotas with their 2022 size limits. The Board will select the specific
percent reduction between zero and 14.5%.

3.3: Option B - The Board could respond via Board action where the Board could
change management measures by voting to pass a motion at a Board meeting
instead of developing an addendum or amendment and different from the emergency
action process.

 

Sincerely,

 

Ross Squire264 Fillmore St

Centerport, NY 11721
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From: Nathan Bruins
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 4, 2023 12:40:57 PM
Attachments: image001.png

As a conservation minded recreational angler, I would like to voice my support of Option B4.  Charter
boats should have to share equally in conservation and drop down to 1 fish per person.  They do not
have anymore right to the resource than any one else.  Other livelihoods are supported by the
recreational angler equally if not more than the livelihood of the charter boat captain.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Nathan Bruins | PROJECT MANAGER
REW Group Inc.
 
P: 301-599-5500 Ext 104
C: 301-254-8042
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From: Rodney Kooney
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Support for Option B
Date: Monday, December 4, 2023 1:12:07 PM

I am writing in support of Option B to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic
Striped Bass. I view it as an aggressive but necessary plan to ensure the fishery recovers.

Rodney Kooney 

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS
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From: Stephen Madden
To: Comments; MIKE ARMSTRONG
Cc: stephenmadden@yahoo.com
Subject: [External] ASMFC Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped

Bass
Date: Monday, December 4, 2023 3:50:07 PM

To: Emilie Frank
FMP Coordinator 

As a 2023 Massachusetts licensed Saltwater Recreational Angler, I submit my options for
the ASMFC Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan
for Atlantic Striped Bass.

My choices and or reccomendations:

2.2.3 Status of the Fishery  I urge ASMFC to take the 14/5% reduction in removals needed to
maintain the current rebuilding timeline and not delay reductions until the 2024 stock
assessment update. 3.0 Proposed Management Options  I urge ASMFC to only approve
Addendum 2 with a package of measures that meet or exceed a 50% probability of achieving
the 14.5% reduction.  3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options Option A Status Quo
(28”-35” Slot Limit):   • I oppose the status quo option.  Option B (28” -31” slot limit):  • I
support Option B because it provides the best chance of meeting the 14.5% reduction.  Option
C (Split Mode – private anglers 28”-31” slot & for-hire anglers 28”-33”): • I support the idea
that “a recreational angler is a recreational angler regardless of the platform from which they
are fishing.”  • I believe the subject of recreational mode splits is an amendment level
decision. Any consideration of recreational mode splits should include discussion and
consideration of separate allocation, separate monitoring, separate data requirements, separate
accountability measures and separate financial contributions.  • Conservation of striped bass is
another reason to reject split mode regulations. Option C provides less reduction in removals
than Option B. • Trip preservation is NOT the reason Addendum 2 was initiated and I urge
ASMFC to reject this option.  • Another reason to reject trip preservation is education. Mode
splits will discourage forhire operators & customers from adapting business models &
expectations of catch to the current state of the fishery. 

Option D (30” -33” slot limit): I oppose Option D for the following reasons: • Option D is
projected to reduce fishing mortality by 12.8% and I prefer Option B which is projected to
reduce fishing mortality by the larger number of 14.1%. • The subsection of the recreational
fishing community most affected in a declining fishery are those who from shore; many of
whom are low income and cannot afford to fish from a boat.  Option E (Split Mode – private
anglers 30”-33” slot & for-hire anglers 28”-33”): • I opposes this option for the same reasons I
oppose Options C & D 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: • I support Option B1—1
fish at 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons because it
meets the required 14.5% reduction to preserve the current rebuilding timeline. 3.2.1
Commercial Quota Reduction Options:  • I support a reduction in the ocean commercial
fisheries of 14.5% to preserve the current rebuilding timeline. • I support a reduction in the
Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries of 14.5% to preserve the current rebuilding timeline. 
3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification  • I support option A Status Quo • Option B is
unenforceable and fails to advance the purpose of Addendum 2.   3.1.4 Recreational Filleting
Allowance Requirements  • I support Option A Status Quo. For Hire & private anglers face the
same difficulties when it comes to local filet at the dock prohibitions. This document fails to
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provide justification that this option advances the purpose of Addendum 2.  3.3 Response to
Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action.  • Recreational mode splits being placed into
Addendum 2 with very little conservation benefit has violated the trust given last time and
prevents me from supporting this idea again. • I prefer ASMFC prepare to use emergency
action for a quick response and be prepared to launch a formal Amendment 8 upon review of
the results of the 2024 stock assessment. • I support Option A Status Quo   

Thank you for your time,

PS.

As always I personaly support the opinions of myself, and many, many, other Recreational
Anglers to make the Atlantic Striped Bass a Sport fish, Catch and Release only!!

Best,

Stephen Madden
7 Susan Circle
Carver, Ma. 02330



From: Timothy Begin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 4, 2023 4:14:12 PM

Hello - below are my comments on draft Addendum 2 on Amendment 7 for striped bass
management. 

Regarding section, 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options:

I support Option B - 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 seasons (all modes). 

The other options proposed would put a greater number of the 2015 class in jeopardy of
harvest which is exactly what we can't afford right now. Option C would also result in a
greater number of fish harvested. 

Regarding 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:

I support Option B1 - 1 fish at 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same
2022 seasons

Option A, as is stated in it own text has little to no objective of achieving the goals of the
addendum. This option can not be pursued. 

Option C allows mode splitting which would allow charter boats to harvest more fish... We
should not be trying to harvest more striped bass at this time especially in the Chesapeake.

Option B1 should be pursued as it is the most conservative option and will not only protect the
most fish but will protect the 2017 & 2018 year classes as well.

Regarding 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:

I support option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

Option A will allow the continuation of existing conservation equivalency plans, which will
allow for the harvest of significantly more fish as the existing conservation equivalency plans
have been proven to not work. We need to take the most conservative approach which is
option B.

 
Regarding 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment:

I support Option B—Board Action.

Although I am sympathetic to the aversion to board action without formalized public input, we
are past the point of having time to waste. If the stock assessment in 2024 comes in a further
action is required to rebuild the stock by 2029, that action needs to be taken as quickly as
possible. 

Thank you for your attention. I urge the board to take the most conservative path made

mailto:northendfishingco@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


available by this document. With multiple poor spawns and poor recruitment  we need to be
conservative moving forward.
Timothy Begin  



From: Mathieu Lafleur
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Monday, December 4, 2023 8:42:02 PM

Good evening! I myself have been working at the port of Baltimore for 17 years and also fish the bay with charters n
friends frequently! I have unfortunately seen the decline in large breeders and made the decisions to never keep
large “trophy” fish anymore! This past summer we all notice a huge crowd of boats come up to the patapsco and I
had never seen so many dead fish floating around mostly dude to live lining on charters… unfortunately many of
those are filled with inexperienced fisherman’s and stripers just swallow those bait so deep that they can’t survived
…  I saw charters run up to 3 trips a day and with a limit of 2 per person and they carry 10/12/14 ppl it’s
unbelievable the amount of fish taken out of the water! I’d love for this to make a difference as my own son futur of
fishing this beautiful fish depends on it! I’ve heard how closing rock fishing completely in the 80s worked and I’d
love to see it happen!

Thanks for taking the time to reading this

Matt Lafleur

mailto:matt.lafleur29@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Vincent Esposito
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 4, 2023 8:49:16 PM

To whom it may concern, 

I am writing to express my comments regarding the ASMFC Draft Addendum II to
Amendment 7 to the Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass. As a data point, I am
a recreational fisherman located in NYC and Eastern Long Island, although I was previously
employed as a member of the for hire industry. I agree with the measure that this addendum is
being viewed by the Board as a "hold over" measure until the stock assessment can be
performed in 2024. I implore and strongly suggest to the board that the biomass be assessed to
not only capture data from the traditional spawning areas such as the Chesapeake, but that
efforts are focused on non-traditional locations like the rivers in CT, RI, Mass and Maine. As
noted by many fishermen during the NYS DEC public hearing, there is a large swath of
anecdata that conflicts with the assessment data of the current biomass. I urge the Board to
utilize these existing resources and work with fisherman to collect data in a way that
incorporates their subject matter expertise and meaningfully engages with the industry as
trusted stakeholders. Not doing so will always cause a concern for the means and methods,
and lead folks to scrutinize the data. This method is being followed for other major offshore
activities, such as surf clamming, scalloping, protected species observation for OSW survey
work, and deepsea marine construction (such as SouthFork Wind Farm). 

As for the measures, I support Option B for Ocean Rec., Option B for Commercial Fishing,
Option B1 for the Chess, and Option B for the stock assessment. I would like to note that for
the segregation of rec and for hire classes, the smae captains that claimed the collection data
was flawed was also embracing the near-negligible impact that their industry had on overall
reduction (~.1%). I'd say that this is cherry picking of data and further reinforces the point that
stakeholder management is crucial during the collection/stock assessment period. 

Thank you all for your time and effort in seeking a solution. Please note that all comments
expressed in this submission are my own and do not represent any other individual, group, or
my employer.
-------------------------
Sincerely,
Vincent L Esposito 
914.621.1754

mailto:vincentl.esposito@gmail.com
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From: Scott Lansing
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Monday, December 4, 2023 9:42:48 PM

As a new Boat Owner who plans on Rockfishing for the next 15 years or so as I enter into
retirement I fully support the effort to conserve the species so that future generations can enjoy
fishing in the Chesapeake.  My thoughts are since this is an emergency action then to be fair
the bag limit should be the same for both recreational fisherman and for-hire fisherman.  We
should not be splitting "modes" to satisfy the business interest of for-hire fisherman because
we are potentially mortgaging the future of the Rockfish.  While I have not hired a for-hire
boat I thought about doing it and taking my family on it for the enjoyment of fishing.  I was
not really concerned about if we were able to keep 1 fish or 2 fish and more interested in
fishing together as a family.  What really got in the way was scheduling of Adult kids and all
their activities plus I was saving up to buy my own boat.  My opinion, is that if a for-hire
boat had a 1 fish limit per person the business would not really suffer.  I may be naive but that
is my take on it.    For that reason I support CCA Maryland's position below:

As a conservation minded angler, I support all portions of the coast wide fishery implementing
at least a 14.5% reduction in fishing mortality for 2024, and the Board to focus on meaningful
reductions in mortality as future assessments require.

For Addendum II I support the following specific options:

Recreational Coast: Option B - Status Quo 28-31” for all fisheries. (14.1%)
Recreational Bay: Option B1 19-23”(22.4% reduction)  or  B2 - 19-24” (15.9% reduction).
Commercial: 14.5% reduction in quota
Board Response:   B. Board Action. 
Implementation dates:  ASAP

Thank you

Scott Lansing
Derwood Maryland

mailto:scott.lansing@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Art Howe
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Adendum II
Date: Monday, December 4, 2023 10:42:52 PM

Greetings,

As a part-time fishing guide on Martha's Vineyard, my business has dropped
appreciably over the last ten years. My clients are catching fewer fish, especially
striped bass, than ever before, resulting in a diminished income for me.
I am asking to fully support the following:

3.1.1  Option B
3.1.2  Option B1
3.1.3  Option B
3.1.4  Option B
3.2.1  Option B and
3.3     Option B

Thank you for your service and hard work.

<"(((((((((((((><

Art

Arthur Howe III
860-324-0422
South Portland ME

mailto:a3flyfish@aol.com
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From: Nick Cancelliere
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 12:29:23 AM

I am a recreational angler from Long Island, NY. I have worked as a mate on several charter boats, and I am also a
NYDEC licensed fishing guide. I’ve also been a long time patron of party boats and they served as my introduction
to fishing.

I am most in favor of option B.

I believe one of the commenters at the NY hearing made a good point about the housatonic and other spawning
areas that should be factored in to the spawning index, unless there are scientific reasons not to.

Ultimately I believe angler education is key to reducing discard mortality and a reduction in harvest cannot be
effective without properly educating anglers how to handle and properly release striped bass.

I believe part of reducing discard mortality falls on the for-hire captains and their crew to educate their patrons and
properly handle fish that are caught.

And for the reason of reduced discard mortality I would support option C as a compromise - though from what I
have experienced, a party boat does not stop fishing when personal limits are reached. So I dont believe that changes
anything unless the angler education and catch and release factors are addressed.

I understand there has been a lot of questioning of data, but I believe if the ASMFC’s data is incorrect, and striped
bass are indeed flourishing as the for-hire captains claimed, what do we stand to lose from a reduced harvest?

In my time as a mate, many patrons wouldnt know the difference between a striped bass or a bluefish, and would be
more than happy to keep porgy, fluke, blackfish, bluefish, or any other fish. On a boat I have worked on, some
patrons wouldnt want to keep any fish and the captain would discourage releasing ther fish even in those cases.

Many for-hires seem to have the notion that a reduction in harvest negatively impacts their business, but I think the
effect is negligible.

In my opinion, what is hurting the for hire business’ bottom line is not stricter harvesting limits, but rather fuel costs
and inflation. In addition to higher operating costs, the average party boat patron now has less disposal income to
put towards a trip, rather than, for comparison, buying $12 worth of clam bait and catching a dozen porgy from
shore.

In the recent NY hearing climate change was not fully acknowledged as a real issue by some commenters. I find this
absurd. As someone who is part of the generation that will have to bear the consequences of it, I hope the ASMFC
continues to factor in climate change as a legitimate impacting issue in the striped bass fishery and beyond.

I hope the ASMFC continues the hard work they do and offer sincere kudos to those who have to present for and
take questions from an audience as stubborn and resistant to change as fishermen are.

Thank you, and happy holidays to the ASMFC,

Nick Cancelliere

mailto:ncancelliere@onthewater.com
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From: Brian Lowery
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stripped bass draft addendum ll
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 8:58:05 AM

Good morning.  As a recreational angler I support the option B-4.  

Respectfully,
Brian Lowery.   

mailto:brianlowery1969@gmail.com
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From: ROCKFISH1886@msn.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Maryland Chesapeake Bay striped bass season Emilie Franke
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 9:33:55 AM

Hi this is Captain Bob Hunter Sr I have been charter fishing  and commercial fishing the upper
Chesapeake bay for 40 years. The charter boats in the facts reporting system have been
reporting for 3 years the DNR has accurate numbers for are industry we have accountable .
The charter boats is not the problem the C& R in the warm summer is thank you Captain Bob
Hunter Sr  Gloriajean charter fishing 

boats need two striped bass to stay in business 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy tablet
Get Outlook for Android

mailto:rockfish1886@msn.com
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From: MICHAEL MCNIFF
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Public comment on Striped Bass addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 10:31:28 AM

To whom it may concern,
I have been a recreational sport fisherman in New England for more than 50 years.
I write to you today to support:
3.1.1 Ocean Recreation Options:  Option B-1
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1-1
3.2.1 Commercial Quota reduction options:  Option B
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment:  Option B.
Sincerely,
Michael McNiff

mailto:michaelmcniff@comcast.net
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From: DIY Speed
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comments on draft Addendum ll to Amendment 7
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 10:38:22 AM

I am writing in an effort to help save and protect the wild striped bass population. I attended
the public comment meeting on November 30th 2022 in Milford Connecticut.

What are my biggest takeaways from the meeting?
The officers that were at the meeting we're begging for the housatonic River fishery to be shut
down during the winter. I wholeheartedly agree and support their decision. The poaching from
New York and New Jersey fish markets is destroying our housatonic River fishery. We need
to allow the fish that spawn and live in the river, a chance to survive and by allowing fishing
during the winter months, you are effectively killing that population. Many other states along
the eastern seaboard have already implemented these regulations for decades. Connecticut
should be a bastion and leader of conservation efforts for striped bass. We should not be
trailing other states in our response and our proactive approach to managing this fishery. I
believe that poaching should be the utmost important topic when discussing the decline of a
population. The deep is underfunded and understaffed. They fight every night against poachers
in the most literal sense. These are game fish and should be considered so. Just like the sale of
wild game is illegal in the United States. As well as poaching is illegal and strongly enforced.
We need the same regulations for our game fish. 

I am an avid recreational fisherman and I am deeply concerned about the effect that
overfishing and irresponsible fishing is having on our wild fish populations. I wish for there to
be an abundance of these fish for not just myself but for future generations. I do not support
commercial fishing in any way. I believe that commercial fleets as well as four higher charters
should not have any special regulations to help them bring in more customers. This is part of
our national heritage. Just like whitetail deer, mule deer, elk, etc. 

I believe it is the responsibility of the Atlantic States Marine fisheries commission to protect
these species at all cost. When the 2023 report comes out next month. If it is necessary, I
support a full moratorium on catching striped bass. I believe that treble hooks and barbed
hooks should not be used to catch these fish.

Therefore I support the following amendment options.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes)

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:Option B with a full 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action

Thank you for your time and consideration.

mailto:isaacr1212@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


Isaac Rosner
New Haven 



From: Rachel Dean
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 10:44:59 AM

In regard to Striped Bass Draft Addendum II, the commercial fishery should not be
required to take a reduction. The commercial fishery is a small sector of the overall take, and the reductions would
make drastic direct economic impacts to commercial fishermen with little conservation return.
Rachel Dean

Patuxent River Seafood
Solomons Island Heritage Tours
www.solomonsislandheritagetours.com
301.672.3509

mailto:chesapeakefishing@juno.com
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From: steve_miller08
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 11:19:11 AM

If commercial fishing is only being reduced by 14.1 percent all other fisheries should be equal
or less. I am tired of seeing rockfish being exploited by the commercial lobbyist. The rockfish
should be a sport fish and stop being sold for money. Greedy , greedy, greedy!!!

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:steve_miller08@comcast.net
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From: Steve Farrow
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 11:43:42 AM

Ban commercial fishing of Striped Bass. Make all Striped Bass fishing catch and release only.
It seems like the most logical solution. 
Thank You
Anonymous Fisherman. 

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

mailto:steveovt@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=nativeplacement&c=Global_Acquisition_YMktg_315_Internal_EmailSignature&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=Global_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100000604&af_sub5=EmailSignature__Static_


From: Spiegelman, Bruce
To: Comments
Cc: Jeff Saunders; Chris Dudzik; Kajimura, Shingo; Mark Robertson; Willy Goldsmith; Jeff Cartier; Mittenbuhler,

Melanie J.; Sprenger, Hans-Georg; Steven Koppel
Subject: [External] Comments on commercial striped bass harvest
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 11:50:53 AM

Hi, I am a long-time recreational striped bass fisherman, with a boat in Dennis, on Cape Cod Bay. I
am writing in response to the request for public comment on the proposed striped bass regulations
in the Atlantic region. I am concerned that the commercial striped bass regulations don’t fully
account for the incidental mortality of smaller fish caused by commercial fishermen. Since they are
limited to keeping fish 35” and over, they must release smaller fish. And since releasing stripers
unharmed is never easy, especially when using live bait, I am certain that the commercial fishermen
are killing many smaller fish. I strongly and respectfully suggest closing commercial striped bass
fishing for 1-4 years to allow the striper fishery to fully recover and prosper.
Sincerely,
 
Bruce M. Spiegelman, Ph.D.
 
Stanley J. Korsmeyer Professor of Cell Biology and Medicine
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and Harvard Medical School
bruce_spiegelman@dfci.harvard.edu
 
 
The information in this e-mail is intended only for the person to whom it is addressed.  If you believe
this e-mail was sent to you in error and the e-mail contains patient information, please contact the
Mass General Brigham Compliance HelpLine at
https://www.massgeneralbrigham.org/complianceline .

Please note that this e-mail is not secure (encrypted).  If you do not wish to continue communication
over unencrypted e-mail, please notify the sender of this message immediately.  Continuing to send
or respond to e-mail after receiving this message means you understand and accept this risk and
wish to continue to communicate over unencrypted e-mail. 
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From: SAF JR
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Adendum
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 12:01:11 PM

Time for NO COMMERCIAL HARVEST! They are saying that emergency measures need to be taken, well if this
is an emergency then stop commercial fishing! Those fishermen do not make a living selling Striped Bass! It’s time
to eat other less vulnerable species!
As for recreational fishermen, no harvest allowed! Who cares if they can’t keep a Bass! There are better eating more
plentiful species.
It’s time to get tough before they head for extinction again like in the 80’s.
More enforcement is needed too. I watch illegal fishing all the time along the Cape Cod canal. It’s time for strict
measures, NO HARVEST! ZERO!
And time for more enforcement before we lose this beautiful fish.
Thanks

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:catman17@gmail.com
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From: Tony Benevides
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 12:14:50 PM

To Whom It May Concern:
 
One thing I feel is highly overlooked by most States including the State of Massachusetts is the
concept of a size limit being over a certain size.  When it comes to the female
Striped Bass the larger the female the more eggs they lay exponentially, meaning a 22” female might
produce 50 – 100 eggs while a 36 inch female could lay between 5000 – 10000 eggs.
My numbers may not be exact, but I believe this is what I studied years ago.
Creating a min size limit damages the population more than helping it.
 
Suggestion 1 is to copy the Maine theory of a bag limit on smaller bass and then a certain size over
for trophies.(granted Trophy hunting or fishing is one of the worse practices when it comes to
conservation and should be banned altogether)
Suggestion 2 is a bag limit only, with no throw backs over 21”
Suggestion 3 is to take a few years off from any Striper Fishing and then check the numbers
 
I am a die hard when it comes to Striper fishing, but better my grandchildren can enjoy the sport in
the future then to sit around and tell them the Striper fishing legends my father and uncle told to
me.
 
Thank you for youtr time.
 
Tony  Benevides
(774) 526 2065
dad_karate@comcast.net
26 Spruce Street
Fall River, MA 02720
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From: KEVIN HARRINGTON
To: Emilie Franke
Cc: Comments
Subject: [External] Draft Addendum II Amendment 7
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 12:25:13 PM

My name is Kevin Harrington Sr and I own a
27’ Grady White for the last 24 years.  I still
have my boat in the water as I write this email, and plan on fishing tomorrow.

I have averaged 90 hours a year for my 24 years, and I’ve never seen so many Striped Bass in my life.  With the slot
limit of 28-31”, I think there are many bigger fish caught and released that end up dying and are found on the beach.

I think you should make it one fish per person 28” and up.

The individual person should not be forgotten in this discussion, with the Commercial fishermen taking the bulk.

Or just close the Fishery for 3 years for EVERYONE. 

See how the Commercial guys feel about that.

One fish per person  at 28” is FAIR.

 Regards

Kevin P Harrington

1515 Kenneth Ave
Baldwin, NY 11510

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Craig Mask
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Commercial
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 12:39:58 PM

As a Service Disabled Veteran Owned Business and, as a Sole Proprietor, I strongly request that no further
restrictions be placed on the Commercial Fishery.

We have virtually no dead loss, unlike the hook and release, sport fishing. Culling for larger fish, or culling for a slot
limit by the sport fishermen results in extremely high dead loss.

The basic difference between the commercial fishery and the sport fishery is that commercial fishermen  cannot
afford to waste time and money in any situation that does not result in an efficient cost effective harvest.

Sport fishing is practiced mainly in the warm water months, and culling is a standard practice. This results in
extreme mortality because, people continue to fish even though they should have stopped,  when they reached their
one or two fish limit.

Expense is of no concern to most of the sport fishing community, as evidenced by the long trails of dead Striped
Bass, streaming down current, from their boats.

Please remember that commercial fishermen supply seafood to the general public, including senior citizens, disabled
persons and, people in low income food deserts.

Thank you for your consideration.

mailto:maskseafood@yahoo.com
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From: Emilie Franke
To: Comments
Subject: FW: [External] Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 1:22:13 PM

 
 

From: Wade Warila <wadewarila@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 11:55 AM
To: Emilie Franke <EFranke@asmfc.org>
Subject: [External] Addendum II
 
Thinking about addressing fish mortality rates and targets for 2024 . 
 
My observation while on the north coast fishing from the rocks . 
One of the largest reasons for mortality with fish released being not proper size. The fisherman does
not handle the fish properly. Sometimes I see them holding the fish up for pictures, taking there time
to release. 
Walking around casually with the fish. 
Then releasing . 
The proper way to release an undersized or oversized fish is to not remove it from the water.
Unhook the fish in the water . Not dangling from the line for pickup. 
Better care of the catch tone released, more emphasis on better care . 
 
             Thank you for listening. 
                  Wade 

mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org
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From: Mary Johnson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass regs
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 1:33:42 PM

First, thank you for the careful consideration that you give to managing the striped bass
population. I am writing in response to your request for comments on the proposed Striped
Bass Addendum II. I vote for retaining the current slot size of 28-31” (options B and C).
 
I fish in the back bay waters of southern New Jersey, where the fish are smaller than the ocean
fish.  I do not see fish that hit 28” until mid-November, when most of us have put the boat
away for the season. Now that my fishing is over for the year, I can tell you that I would not
have kept a single fish this year if the legal slot were raised to 30-33”. The bonus tag saves the
back bay fishery, so I hope that this program will continue.
 
Many ocean stripers are released because they are too large (often well over the maximum
size), while most inshore stripers are released because they are too small, illustrating just how
different these two fisheries are.  Successfully managing the ocean fishery requires very
different tactics than managing the inshore fishery. Thus, for the future, I propose that
regulations for the bays, rivers and tributaries in South Jersey be considered separately
from the ocean, just as fish in the Chesapeake are treated separately.
 
Finally, I am concerned that the more restrictive fishery legislation becomes, the more people
will not follow the rules, defeating the purpose of regulations. Just something to keep in mind.
 

mailto:heymj007@gmail.com
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From: Scott
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 1:39:21 PM

Greetings,

I believe the narrow slot is too restrictive and will likely impact angler participation thus having
significant economic impacts. While understanding the young-of-the-year graphs, I also
believe the regulations are designed to maintain the fisheries (circle hooks, etc). 

If mini slots are all that's available, why not move the slot year to year?  28 to 31, then 27-30,
and so on?  Just continuing to harvest fish from different classes.

Good day, Scott Newhall

mailto:scottnewhall@hotmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Ben Cabot
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 2:54:27 PM

Please suspend all commercial striped bass harvest until the stocks have recovered.
Thanks,
Ben Cabot

mailto:cabotcarvingmv@gmail.com
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From: Ashley Abell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 3:44:33 PM

The commercial fishery should not take any reductions for striped bass.

mailto:alabell615@gmail.com
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From: John Conolly
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 3:57:14 PM

As a long time recreational fisherman, primarily in the Chesapeake Bay, I’ve lived through the
moratorium and do not want to see it return. If the goal of Addendum II is to actually achieve
a 14.5% reduction, it must be across all sectors. That said, I would support the following
options:

Recreational Coast: Option B - Status Quo 28-31” for all fisheries. (14.1%
reduction)
Recreational Bay: Option B1 19-23”(22.4% reduction)  or  B2 - 19-24” (15.9%
reduction).
Commercial: 14.5% reduction in quota

Even with a 23-24” upper slot, I’m concerned about increased numbers of throw
backs. I think Options B3-B4 are better choices although they do not reach the
hypothetical target.    There are days when you only have bigger fish biting and must
weed through to find smaller ones.  This problem is exacerbated for the fish when
coupled with summer conditions. 

Commercial fisherman, either netters or hook and line, must also abide by these
restrictions.  No harvesting of the spawning stock. 

I must point out that I’m not in favor of any Recreational Option C choices. I have
friends that run For Hire vessels but they do not belong in the Recreational category.
I’ve had my limit cut 50% in this category for some time and the For Hire has not.
This is not equitable. Recreational fishermen in private boats bring significantly more
to the table in terms of economic impact…..let’s be honest about this.

If keeping 2 fish per recreational person comes down to a matter of reporting catch
as required by the For Hire, I’m not opposed to it. The truth is we need better data
and funding to gather better data.  The MRIP data has been shown to be drastically
off and should not be used to make stock decisions.

Lastly, perhaps it is time to fund water quality studies in major spawning areas.
There are a number of factors that impact spawning and the bio mass but this seems
to be an area that is discussed occasionally and never really studied. 

mailto:saltysam3@icloud.com
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V/R,
John Conolly

Sent from my iPad



From: Steve Fagan
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 4:14:42 PM

To policy makers,
I am writing to request that you select option B-1 for striped bass fishing in the Chesapeake Bay. This option makes
all modes of recreational fishing equitable and would achieve the highest stock killing reduction impact.
Respectfully,
Steve Fagan
Recreational Fisherman

Sent from my iPhone
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From: John Parker
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 5:13:09 PM

Shut down Striped Bass fishing and the heck with the charter boat/party boat interests. West end Long
Island had the best Striper fishing in years and most people didn't mind catch and release. If people want
meat they should catch porgies . Also, shut down the entire freshwater Striper fishing as well and have
the same size limit no matter where you fish. 16 inch Striped Bass limit on freshwater and 28 on
Saltwater?, not right at all. 

I'm 59 and remember how dreadful the Bass fishing was in the 1980's, lets not repeat the mistakes of the
past.
MAKE BUNKER off limits to commercial fishing.

John Palmer

mailto:petrified_2014@yahoo.com
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From: Charlie Ashmun
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass public hearings
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 5:48:31 PM

As a charter captain for over 25 years on Nantucket Sound I support Option C which provides separate For Hire
measurements of 28- 33 inch slot limits on Striped Bass. Also I would support Option A status Quo for fillet at sea.
Thank you for your consideration. Sincerely
Captain Charles Ashmun
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:charlieashmun3@gmail.com
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From: Chris Vassallo
To: Comments; stripercomments@gmail.com; MICHAEL LUISI; robert.t.brown@shopcove.net; LYNN FEGLEY; Russell

Dize; Dana Stein; davidsikorski@ccamd.org; jhowe@ccamd.org; mark.fisher@house.state.md.us
Subject: [External] Comments on Regulations for Striped Bass in Addendum 2 to Amendment 7
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 10:06:38 AM

ASMFC Commissioners,
I am a Calvert County resident and an avid fisherman. I live on Saint Leonard Creek
and fish the creek two to three times a week. I retire this coming summer, after 21
years in the Navy and 21 years working for the Department of the Navy, and I intend
to start a kayak fishing guide service, focusing on Saint Leonard Creek. My
company’s target market will be Wounded Warriors. Schoolie Striped Bass and White
Perch were going to be the fish targeted because they were abundant and fun to
catch on light tackle, while on a kayak. Both species are disappearing from Saint
Leonard Creek. I’ve delayed opening my business until I feel confident that I can learn
more about fisheries management, the environment, and other species to target. My
service will be meant to show a Wounded Warrior a good time – and educate them
about the environment we are enjoying!
Schoolie Striped Bass were abundant. In 2021 I caught 425, 2022 produced 102, and
this year only 46. Each year I averaged 32 fishing trips where I focused on Striped
Bass for a portion of the trip. I only troll for Striped Bass, in order to reduce the
probability of foul-hooking them.  Striped Bass are important to me personally and for
my future business.
Please consider my requests and comments in making your decision for changes to
2024 Striped Bass regulations in Addendum 2:
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: 
Please select Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes).
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: 
Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022
seasons. All modes.
I have been using an even tighter slot of 21 to 23 inches, Science tells us that Striped
Bass don’t spawn until they are 23 to 28 inches. If they are eaten by people they can’t
spawn. Striped Bass filets on fish less than 21 inches will not feed my family, so I
choose to let them grow.
One fish for all modes. I do not believe that MD Charter Boats should be able to keep
two fish per customer. I have several friends that run for hire fishing and they are
cancelling trips due to lack of fish. The reality of the Charter Boat industry is that they
are in the entertainment industry. Their customers come back because they have a
good time even if they only get to keep one fish.
If they truly believe that they will go out of business, I certainly sympathize. I am a
child of Detroit in the 1970s. My father’s and grandfather’s business (building cars)
was decimated for reasons beyond their control. Like the situation with Striped Bass.
The difference is that they have the opportunity to help save their industry and
diversify. They need to educate their customers and diversify.
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: 
Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.
Frankly, I believe the 14.5% reduction should be made to the Chesapeake Bay
numbers that they actually caught in 2023. They did not meet the 2023 quota by more
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than the 14.5%. Allowing Chesapeake Bay commercial fisherman to catch the same
number of fish next year does nothing to bring abundance to the Chesapeake Bay
more quickly!
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment:
Option B—Board Action. 
While I don’t believe Maryland and other State Commissioners act in the best
interests of all fisherman, for Striped Bass abundance, I am seeing glimmers of
change. I believe that you should have the ability act quickly and fairly, toward
bringing back Striped Bassa abundance.
Thanks for your consideration,
Chris Vassallo
6721 Bond Street Saint Leonard Md 20685



From: Jim Troupes
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 10:15:49 AM

Subject line: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II

To the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission and the Massachusetts
Division of Marine Fisheries;

For the record.

Hello, my name is Jim Troupes and as a native of "Woosta", lifelong resident,
hunter and fisher, dad and grandad, retired local business owner, veteran and
taxpayer.  I would like your attention on two (2) issues:

1.  Commercial/Recreational LIMITS & SEASONS.

My first glimpse of "legal freedoms" appeared when I was 5 or 6 years old.  On
the Friday before the third Saturday of April, my father announced I would be
accompanying him along with grampa and grampa's fishing buddy.  My father said
"Go to sleep now, we'll be getting up well before dawn".  Of course, the sleep now
never came.  The trio limited out and I got to keep the one I caught. From that
day onward, I practiced "subsistence fishing".  I never thought in terms of "fun",
but rather I practiced my fishing skills solely "to eat".
     My hope is that my eastern European ancestral heritage (both my
grandfathers were born in Lithuania) of fishing is not lost to those at the top. 
Did I read that ASMFC is seeking opportunities to close parts of the scup
season in the near future ?

2.  LAW ENFORCEMENT.

I'll admit I'm an active fisherman but the sheer overwhelming numbers of
poachers (Unlicensed/Undersize/Overlimit) I encounter is staggering. 
Lawlessness in other regards is also evident on other Commonwealth of
Massachusetts' Lands.  Your Committee is planning to act on flawed data.  The
pencil pushers and bean counters are in control.  I demand the current existing
laws be enforced vigorously as well.  Taking more human rights away from me,
the law abiding citizen, to "rebuild stock" stolen by criminals, grows old.  Perhaps
the Massachusetts' State Police should be consulted ? 

mailto:jimtroupes@gmail.com
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From: Richard Buckley
To: Comments
Subject: [External] ASMFC Meeting Mass Maritime
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 10:41:52 AM

Yesterday I attended the meeting at Mass Maritime.

I support the 28 to 31 all modes slot limit.

As a shore based fly fisherman I am concerned about the lack of small bass, 14 to 28 inches.
The area I fish goes from Plymouth to Chatham including the Bay side and the south side of
Cape Cod. I keep personal logs and estimate a 40% reduction in catch and release rates in the
last year.

Poor YOY rates are most troubling. Fixing the issues associated with Chesapeake Bay is
another effort I fully support.

Regards

Richard Buckley
24 June Ln, East Sandwich, MA 02537

tn. 508-240-4217

mailto:buckofly@gmail.com
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From: Brent
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass addendum
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 11:19:47 AM

I choose option B

My iphone

mailto:bdr5150@gmail.com
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From: bryan bazydlo
To: Comments
Subject: [External] 2024 striped bass proposal
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 11:42:37 AM

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:bazydlo43@yahoo.com
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From: bryan bazydlo
To: Comments
Subject: [External] 2024 striper regulations
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 12:07:15 PM

Good afternoon I’ve been an avid saltwater fisherman for over 25 years mostly from land as well as kayak. Option B
has been working this year and there’s no need to change that nor should any  Charter boat  or party boat or
commercial boat be allowed to take a larger size fish in my personal opinion. Most of the damage to the fishery is
done through charterboats And party boats not through land-based recreational anglers. possibly in the future for
discussion making March through May closed to only catch and release to relieve some of the pressure from these
fish during in their spawning period.
Thank you,
Bryan bazydlo
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:bazydlo43@yahoo.com
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From: dan feeney
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass amendment 2
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 12:21:36 PM

Please understand that i have every respect for our environmental officers snd crew. I studied wildlife management
in college and at one time was destined for a job in the field.

I have zero respect for the managers who have repeatedly twisted the regulations to favor commercial interests. We
had recreational  regulations back a few years that allowed us to take two striped bass over 28 inches. That was cut
to one (a 50% cut) per day. That was then cut to
One fish between 28 and 35” (thats another 50%? Cut) now you ve reduced that again by another 50%   

If you reduced the commercial allotment by the same amount you would be at less than 10 fish per week. Never
mind that they are still using j hooks and are catching only the large females that are our breeders. You extend their
seasons to make quotas that should not exist.
You are not acting in the best interest of the majority of fishermen nor of the resource.

Oh yes - i do undetstand your position about more recreational
Fish being caught and the repercussions of catch and release even though i do not necessarily agree on the numbers
of dead released fish.
None of the stats on dragger bycatch are considered which probably exceeds any other dead waste.

My vote would be to disband marine fisheries and start over.
Its a joke

Please pass this to those on charge

Save your jobs and change your attitudes or be prepared for a large group of pissed off fishermen to ask for your
dismissal.

Sincerely
Dan Feeney

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:wapitiwop@gmail.com
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From: Erik Anderson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 12:31:14 PM

Good afternoon,

If you are serious about saving the striped bass population, you would be pushing to end
commercial fishing all along the Atlantic coast. You would be pushing for more game
wardens to enforce limits/size regulations.

You guys should be doing studies to find out why the Raritan Bay has become the new mecca
for striped bass. I'd bet that the fact there is no commercial fishing for striped bass and bunker
in NJ waters has greatly helped. That is what needs to be going on in the Chesapeake Bay
region. Its the fault of those fishermen that the bay is in such horrible shape. But we all know
money talks and Omega will never let that happen and in the end you will continue to screw
the Northeast recreational fisherman over while cowering to the pressure of the Chesapeake
Bay region.   

Thanks for nothing,
Erik

mailto:erik.ndrsn@gmail.com
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From: bbsrv90
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II comment
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 12:34:30 PM

Greetings Commissioners,
It seems to me that option B would give us the best results across the
board. 
I think it would be a shame to squander the strong 9yr old 2015 class of
fish as they enter prime breeding age. Let this class help develop an
even stronger stock moving forward.
This opinion is coming from a 60yr old lifetime beach & boat Jersey
fisherman that practices 100% catch and release and all techniques to
help reduce mortality rate.
Given the current regs, I find it hard to believe that slightly tighter
regs for the near future will be taking food off anyones table compared
to the importance of how it will help the future of the stock.
My only real concern is the wellbeing of the for hire fleet. If they can
survive a handful of tight years to reap the benefits in the near future,
this could work for everyone.
 
All the best, and good luck with the decision making process.
"Tight lines".....

Bobby B

mailto:bbsrv90@gmail.com
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From: hoffmanslandscape@yahoo.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Option A
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 12:43:15 PM

Please go option A
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:hoffmanslandscape@yahoo.com
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From: Mike Lofton
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 1:40:28 PM

As a Chesapeake fisherman for nearly 70 years I have witnessed the dramatic fluctuations in the availability of
striped bass.  Rockfish have been a pillar in the quality of life for me , my friends and family.  I’ve had the good
fortune to pursue them as a child with my parents, with my son & daughter, and now with my grandchildren.

I lived thru the 80s moratorium and the last 30 years of tightening regulations. I don’t know the right answer or even
if there is a right answer.   But I trust that the professionals at CCA Maryland have made sound recommendations
and I support them.

My father always challenged me to leave things better than I found them.  That won’t happen for me.  But those
responsible for fisheries management today must meet that challenge.

Be aggressive,  dividing an ever shrinking resource is a path to failure. 

Thanks

Mike Lofton

mailto:msl49@aol.com
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From: William Johnson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 2:04:37 PM

I favor option B1 for the Chesapeake Bay.

I fish in the upper Chesapeake an average of one day a week from
spring through fall, regulations permitting. It is time that we recognize
just how bad the rockfish situation is and implement serious measures
in an attempt to improve the population- if it is not too late.

The "Trophy Season" was a bad idea from its inception. I hope to
see it gone for good.
The bag limit should be ONE fish for ALL recreational anglers
private or for hire.

I support the status quo for the coastal fishery. Option B.

Commercial Regulations. I support whatever option allows for the
maximum probability of success, especially saving the larger spawners.

Suggestion: Encourage Maryland and Virginia to sponsor coordinated
"Trophy" Tournaments for Snakeheads and Blue Catfish.

Thank you for your attention.
William Johnson
Parkton, MD

mailto:bjohnson090@gmail.com
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From: Christian CJ Canby
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Commercial Rockfish Quota Reduction
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 2:07:54 PM

I Christian Canby am against any reduction in Commercial Rockfish Quota for 2024. 
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From: Doug Parker
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Option c.1.1 striped bass slot for hire option
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 4:08:43 PM

Good evening.  I was at the meet g in Milford this month but wanted to make sure it is known that I am in favor of
the above option.
Thank you for your consideration.
Capt. Doug out of New London
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:captdoug@goodcompanyii.com
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From: Nick Fano
To: Comments
Subject: [External] OPTION A
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 4:43:42 PM

THE FANO FIRM, P.C.

(NICHOLAS J. FANO, ESQ.)
37 VREELAND AVE.
TOTOWA, NJ 07512
PH: 973.276.1200
FAX: 973.276.1288

THIS COMMUNICATION IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE ADDRESSEE(S) AND MAY
CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL. YOU ARE
HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT, IF YOU ARE NOT AN INTENDED RECIPIENT LISTED
ABOVE, OR AN AUTHORIZED EMPLOYEE, OR AGENT OF AN ADDRESSEE OF
THIS COMMUNICATION RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING E-MAIL MESSAGES TO
AN INTENDED RECIPIENT, ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR
REPRODUCTION OF THIS COMMUNICATION (INCLUDING ANY ATTACHMENTS
HERETO) IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS
COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY BY A REPLY E-
MAIL ADDRESSED TO THE SENDER AND PERMANENTLY DELETE THE
ORIGINAL E-MAIL COMMUNICATION AND ANY ATTACHMENTS FROM ALL
STORAGE DEVICES WITHOUT MAKING OR OTHERWISE RETAINING A COPY.

 Secured by Paubox - HITRUST CSF certified

mailto:fano@fanofirm.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
https://www.paubox.com/referral/?tracking_id=7755e457828eaef2ade1e2036


From: John Broadbent
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 7:53:11 PM

Sent from my iPad please consider this, first and foremost closing all commercial fishing along the Atlantic coast
regardless of technique,secondly require all charter boats patrons to abide with the recreational fishing rules with no
exceptions also along Atlantic coast and lastly continue with the slot limit guidelines for recreational fishing
individuals along the Atlantic coast for the next for see able future.  And add the law of snagging rigs for live bait
presentations be punished by fine once again along Atlantic coast. Whatever the outcome is you must enforce it
along the Atlantic coast regardless and without prejudice and penalties for violations in any fashion be multiplied to
a level of notice.   Thank you

mailto:broadbents72@icloud.com
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From: Robert Konz
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stripe bass
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 8:36:44 PM

I believe option e would be best. 28 to 31 to restricted and to many fish being handled and
released leading to more mortality

Robert Konz

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
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From: Leroy Ferstermann
To: Comments
Subject: [External]
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 8:45:21 PM

Hi my name is Leroy ferstermann tfl 412 and IAM against any reduction in the commercial
stripped bass fishery

mailto:leroyferstermann1971@gmail.com
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From: Frank Ross
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass Comments
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 9:21:03 PM

I would support option C. It makes sense for the charter and open boats that make a
living fishing to be able to keep more than one fish. Since I have my own boat, one
fish is fine. I do not understand how you keep reporting stocks are down when the
past two years have been lights out. Since most of the fish I catch are oversized I do
not think lowering the keeper size to 24" would make a big difference. I would prefer
the smaller fish. I did ask my AI search engine when stripers spawn and the answer
was that the fish 30" to 40" are the breeders and those big fish are not. I do not think
we need to open up the big fish as they are fun to catch. The rules should be
standard throughout the east coast. Seeing pictures of big fish caught in another state
just makes fishermen angry and they say if they take it why not me. I also would
eliminate the circle hook reg's. I have had just as many hooks swallowed with the
circle hook as the J hook and all it does is cause friction between fishermen.

AI response

Striped bass can live for up to 30 years, but they typically stop breeding after they
reach about 20 years old. This is because their egg production declines significantly
as they age. However, some individual striped bass may continue to breed into their
late twenties.

Striped bass are anadromous fish, which means that they spawn in freshwater but
live most of their lives in saltwater. They typically migrate to their natal rivers to spawn
in the spring. Females release large quantities of eggs, which are fertilized by males
as they are released. The eggs hatch within a few days, and the larvae drift
downstream to the estuary, where they feed on zooplankton.

Juvenile striped bass spend several years in the estuary before migrating to the
ocean. They typically reach sexual maturity at around 4-8 years old. Once they are
mature, striped bass can spawn multiple times per year.

The age at which striped bass stop breeding can vary depending on a number of
factors, including their overall health, diet, and environmental conditions. For
example, striped bass that live in polluted waters or that are exposed to high levels of
fishing pressure may stop breeding earlier than those that live in healthy waters and
are less exploited.

Frank Ross

mailto:fjr470878@gmail.com
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From: Emilie Franke
To: Comments
Subject: FW: [External] Striped bass fishing Option A
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 8:52:10 AM

Emilie Franke | Fishery Management Plan Coordinator
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, VA 22201
Phone: 703.842.0716 | Fax: 703.842.0741
efranke@asmfc.org | www.asmfc.org

-----Original Message-----
From: Matthew Clewell <matthewaclewell@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 8:21 PM
To: Emilie Franke <EFranke@asmfc.org>
Subject: [External] Striped bass fishing Option A

Good evening,

     To whom this may concern I believe option A is the best option.

Thank you for your times,
Matthew Clewell,

mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org
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From: Carly Hawkins
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comments for Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 9:57:55 AM

Good morning, 

My name is Carly Watkins, and I am from Pasadena, MD. I am a native
Marylander, and private recreational angler. I appreciate the ASMFC for
allowing us to participate and comment regarding these impending changes to
the striped bass fishery. 

I would like my comment to stress my concerns with the overall handling of
fishery management and emphasize the importance of ecological-based
management. My confidence in the accuracy of the data provided by MRIP is
exceedingly low. I would like to see better data collection methods and options
available for future stock assessments and would like to speak for myself as a
private recreational angler that I am confident many other conservation-minded
anglers would be more than happy to assist however we could to better report
actual catches to allow for more accurate data and numbers. When the Board is
considering potential life-altering matters (i.e. the livelihood of many individuals
whose businesses revolve around striped bass and the bay as a whole, I would
hope they would encourage and do everything within their power to ensure
accurate data is supporting proposed regulations. 

I would like the Board to hear and consider all of our concerns regarding the
food supply, water quality, environmental changes to the bay, as well as the
huge issue with invasive competitors and their potential impacts on the striped
bass population (i.e. blue catfish, snakehead, etc.). These issues are vast and
complicated, and I understand the struggle the board has with proper funding,
staffing, and capability of examining all of these concerns; however, the
concerns are there and after attending the public meeting last night, the
majority of individuals who shared their comments made a point to bring up
these important factors. 

The economic impact of these regulations should not be overlooked. Speaking

mailto:chawkins_1515@hotmail.com
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for myself and my husband, we have contributed significantly to this specific
economy. We purchased our home specifically to be able to have easier access
to the bay and its tidal rivers. We purchased our fishing vessel from a local
Annapolis Marina with the intent to fish recreationally. We have spent
thousands in tackle (from local Maryland businesses), bait, gear, fuel,
tournaments, tax dollars, registration fees, fishing licenses, donations to groups
attempting to conserve the bay and its resources, the list goes on and on. We
care about the bay and every living creature and plant that makes up this
incredible, diverse, and important ecosystem. We want to do all we can to
preserve this resource so we and our future children and their children can
enjoy the same benefits.  

I would also like to state that I am in favor for enacting more measures to
encourage responsible handling of fish such as regulating the methods of
actual catching of fish. I commend Maryland for limiting the number of hooks,
requiring circle hooks to be used when using live bait, and other mortality-
reducing measures that are backed by the science available. I wish to see more
of that. Maryland is one of the strictest states when it comes to fishery
management, and I highly encourage other states to follow-suit if the goal is
preservation, conservation, and future stock availability.  

I understand that the matter at hand is to make a decision regarding Addendum
II and even though I am hesitant to weigh in on a less-than-ideal situation, as a
responsible angler, I will give my comment regarding the proposed options. 

For Addendum II I support the following specific options: 

Recreational Coast: Option B - Status Quo 28-31” for all fisheries. (14.1%)
Recreational Bay: Option B 4 - 19-26" 1 fish (all modes) (10.3%) 
Commercial: 14.5% reduction in quota
Board Response: Option A-status quo and allowing for public comment   
Implementation dates:  ASAP

Thank you again for taking the time to consider everyone's comments and
concerns. 



Sincerely, 

Carly Watkins, A Concerned Maryland Chesapeake Bay Recreational Angler
and CCA Member 
(443) 356-2040 



From: Steve Singler
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striper plan comment
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 10:44:11 AM

Option 1 makes the most sense. The limited slot size of 28” to 31” results in far too many discards that may or may
not survive.
My vote is for option 1.
Thanks

Steve Singler
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Derick Thrappas
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 10:58:10 AM

As both a commercial charter captain and recreational angler, I support B4 and C2 . B4 Will
Minimize death by undersize releases, and C2 would allow charters to still offer the 2 fish per
customer.

I would also support a modified c-2 making the size restriction 19-26 " to minimize death by
undersized releases. 

Thanks

Derick thrappas 
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From: william Hallman
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass regs
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 11:27:46 AM

I am for the current regulation of one fish 28 to 31 inches.

The decline of Striped Bass and the Chesapeake. It's got to be tied in to the removal of the Striped Bass food source,
the Manhaden or as we know it the moss Bunker. In my 60 years of saltwater fishing in New Jersey, it is obvious to
me that if the beach for sure around the stripers will follow. The decimation of the bunker population in the
Chesapeake, regardless of what other scientific factors were discovered it's a fact that the bunker population is low.
The other problem is commercial fishing for Striped Bass. The federal government declared the Striped Bass as a
game fish and states like New Jersey abided by the federal request and eliminated any commercial fishing for
Striped Bass. The state of New Jersey was also wise enough to prohibit bunker reduction boats from netting bunker
within the state's waters.
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From: Neil Ireland
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum ll
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 11:29:19 AM

In favor of B4
Captain Neil Ireland 

Get Outlook for iOS
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From: Steven D’Ambrisi
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Option B1
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 11:32:08 AM

Do it. Rockfish are in trouble and won’t turn around unless something more drastic is done.
Thanks. 

Steven D'Ambrisi
Team Kinnear | Re/Max Advantage Realty
6021 University Blvd Ellicott City MD 21043
c:443-677-0442 | o:410-740-1200
steve.teamkinnear.com | facebook.com/TK
download my mobile app: Home Search
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https://steve.teamkinnear.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TeamKinnear
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From: Joey Cover
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 11:33:44 AM

Regarding the Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:

I am in support of Option B2.

Thank you,
Joel Cover

mailto:joeycvr@gmail.com
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From: Charle Jump
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 11:40:48 AM

Good Morning,

My comments below are in support of Recreational Bay Options. I’m an avid recreational
fisherman with a boat that’s been born and raised fishing the Chesapeake Bay. 

I feel strongly that any of the 4 B options with the slot limit and 1 fish per person is the
right change needed. Most in favor of B1. The smaller slot limit will give the striped
bass population the most chance for rebound. 

I’m strongly against the C options of continuing to allow charter boats to keep 2 fish
per person twice a day. This is one of the leading causes of reduced fish numbers in
the bay. 

Thank you for reviewing my comments and considering  my points. 

Charles Jump
4102716479

mailto:crjump0@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Richard Youngk
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 11:41:09 AM
Attachments: image.png

I would like to state that I support Recreational Bay Option B1 as I believe it will be
best to rebuild the stock for years to come! As an avid Angler I think its best to
consider the future of the species for years to come. 

mailto:youngkrichard@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org



From: Ryan Chaffo
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 11:46:28 AM

Regarding Recreational Bay Options in the Chesapeake.

I am a recreational fisherman on the Chesapeake, I make roughly 50 fishing trips per year targeting striped bass and
I do keep and consume legal striped bass. I am in full support of Option B1. It is the largest reduction and most
equitable distribution of the resource. During our last round of reductions the for-hire kill fleet took no meaningful
reduction and this time we have an opportunity to correct that mistake. I also support year round C&R access to the
fishery. During April and May closures I make few if any trips on my boat. During the closure I purchase no gas and
very little tackle. If a C&R fishery existed I would make several trips which in turn supports local businesses that
depend on boat traffic.

Regards,

Ryan Chaffo
Resident of Edgewater, MD

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:ryan.chaffo@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Stefan Zaklin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 12:07:21 PM
Attachments: image.png

Dear Committee Members,

Good afternoon!  I am writing to you as an avid Chesapeake Bay, light tackle, artificial lure,
catch and release fisherman.  My comments are specific to Recreational Bay Options.  I
strongly support either Option B1 or B2 from the table below.  I understand the big boat
charter captains think that only keeping one fish will hurt their business, but not as much as
there not being any fish to catch.  In the last three years of fishing, and with dozens if not
hundreds of fish caught, I have unintentionally killed one fish.  And I have seen so many
floaters coming from the live lining fleet that I can't even count.  

Please save the rockfish fishery.

Stefan

-- 
Stefan Zaklin

mailto:szaklin@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org



202-210-0366



From: Wail Higazi
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 12:07:34 PM

Hello,

I'm writing to inform you that I am in support of option B4 for the Chesapeake bay
recreational fishing. 

Thank you, 
Wail Higazi 
410-370-2829 

mailto:whigazi@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Kevin Williams
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 12:08:27 PM

Dear ASMFC,

As a Maryland striped bass angler I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for acting
to replenish the stock. 

I am writing to express my wishes that you will vote in favor of option B1 for the 2024 striped
bass season in the Chesapeake Bay.

Thank you,

J. Kevin Williams, Esq.

8630 Fenton Street, Suite 930

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

202-296-3320 ext. 3

(f) 202-659-3768

 

This message is being sent by or on behalf of a lawyer. It is intended exclusively for the
individual or entity to which it is addressed. This communication may contain information that
is proprietary, privileged or confidential or otherwise legally exempt from disclosure. If you
are not the named addressee, you are not authorized to read, print, retain, copy
or disseminate this message or any part of it. If you have received this message in error, please
notify the sender immediately by e-mail and delete all copies of the message.

 

No offer of legal advice is made through this email.

 

This email shall not, at any time, establish an attorney client relationship.

 

Please consult your own attorney if you have questions.

mailto:kevin@williamslawgroup.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Brian Brown
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 12:11:07 PM

Hey,

I would like to vote for option B1 in regards to the"Chesapeake Bay Regulations" for striped
bass.

Thank You!

mailto:brian.brown0924@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: pete pupshis
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Changing the 2024 Chesapeake Bay season
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 12:11:11 PM

Please strongly consider option B1.

Thanks
Pete

mailto:captpetepup@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: MURRAY DEMUTH
To: Comments
Cc: MURRAY DEMUTH
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 12:19:14 PM

To Whom This Concerns:
I am providing comments on the subject matter noted above. There are multiple
options presented as an effort to "Reduce the Mortality Rate" of the Chesapeake Bay
Striped Bass population. I applaud your efforts to try and bring some sanity to this
complex issue. 
I am in favor of Options C1 or C2. I support this decision as I run a Charter Fishing
Business and rely on the ability to offer my customers more than just 1 fish. I support
my selection based upon the following:

I participate in the Maryland DNR Fishery Facts program and report all of my
catch and discards which provides real time data to assist in the decisions as to
how to best manage the resources.    
Cost of Entry

Charter Vessel (MMC $95.00 once every 5 years plus Annual Fishing
Guide License and Annual Charter Vessel Sticker "6 - Pack" costing
$360.00 each year = Total Annual Expense $379.00)
Individual Recreational License at $20.50
Consolidated Chesapeake Bay Sport Boat License at $50.00.
No limit to the number of days allowed to harvest striped bass fish and for
the Consolidated License there is no limit to the number of passengers
allowed per vessel vs 6-Pack and no limit on the number of trips with new
passengers on board.

The above data points illustrates the gross imbalance in the financial impact
between the 2 groups.   
Menhaden Policy & Omega - Total Silence on moving the catch area and/or
reductions in the catch limits for the Canadian owned Company Omega.  

At this point I believe the narrative is out of balance as the changes are being
presented under the terms of "Reducing the Mortality Rate" vs taking measures to
"Expand/Grow the Population". The menhaden caught by Omega is a public resource
which belongs to the citizens of the United States. How and why does the "Menhaden
Policy" continue to support a foreign company taking a US owned resource? Basically
if there is no food then any and all efforts to grow/expand the Striped Bass population
will fail. This is simple Biology 101.   
To gain a "Total Buy-In" from all groups there needs to be significant reductions to the
TAC for Omega and the waters where they can fish.
Respectfully submitted and hoping for a balanced and inclusive outcome.
Regards,
Murray R. P. deMuth
    
TWT Fishing Charters, LLC
Captain Murray R. P. deMuth 
US Coast Guard Licensed  Master 50 Ton & Assistance Towing

mailto:demuth4@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:demuth4@comcast.net


Licensed Maryland Resident Fishing Guide
410-952-7389
demuth4@comcast.net
https://twtfishingcharters.com

 

mailto:demuth4@comcast.net
https://twtfishingcharters.com/


From: ED NARIZZANO
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Chesapeake bay striped bass regulations
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 12:20:01 PM

Hello,
I am in favor of option B2 with a bag limit of 1 fish for both private boats and charter
boats. I feel that if we are truly interested in helping the striped bass population
recover, one fish per person per day is fair. As a private recreational fisherman, I
spend a lot of money to pursue my hobby and most days fish alone and catch
"keeper" sized fish half the time. Charter boats, on the other hand, always have at
least 6 fishermen on board, have located and target the schools and go out twice a
day 7 days a week. Those boats' activities equate to 200 trips to 1 vs private boats
and make much more of an impact to the fish population.
Thank you,
Ed Narizzano
Bel Air,MD

mailto:e.narizzano@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Rocky Zotto
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 12:26:20 PM

Hi, thanks for giving me this opportunity. I was at the Dec 5th meeting, didn't take the
opportunity to comment but if I did it would have sounded something like this. 

My name is Rocky Zotto, I am 70 years old and have been a fresh and saltwater
recreational fisherman for about 50 of those years. My position would have been
rather pointless, I don't fish to kill or eat Striped Bass. If love catching them for the
sheer excitement. I do most of this fishing out of my kayak on the Rhode Island salt
ponds using a technic called tube & worm. I've caught well over 200 this year alone
each I'm proudly say were released safely.  
 
So regardless of the option selected it would not affect my fishing trips, I'm strictly
catch and safely release. BUT what that said I need to make just ONE request, the
Committee must do something to give these "Hire Captains" some relief. I've taken
many charters over the years over the entire NE and I have found these captains
overall to be honest in there interpretation of the laws over those year. If Option C
works the best for these people to attract more clients then they deserve that break.
As stated, who wants to shell out a grand or more for a trip and come back with
maybe a handful of filets, I know I would never do that now even if I wanted to.

With the rare exception these captains are true conservationist and are not part of the
declining SB stock. I live in RI 6 months during the prime Spring, Summer, and Fall
fishing season. In the Fall I fish the beaches religiously. I'm constantly telling people
to STOP kicking fish back in the water, remove you center treble hooks on you plugs
and flatten the barbs on the other. I guess what I'm saying is maybe consider giving
the Hire Boats some more room to catch fish and start a campaign to teach
recreational fisherman the things they can do to help decline our precision Striper
population. Thank for listening (I hope).

 

mailto:roczot@aol.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Steve Morgan
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 12:26:51 PM
Importance: High

Good afternoon,
 
I am emailing to offer my comments on the proposed regulation changes for the Striped Bass
Fishery.   I am a recreational angler who fishes the Chesapeake Bay and tributaries several times a
month, either on my personal boat or with a local light tackle guide.   I practice catch & release
fishing with artificial lures and believe this is the way forward.   I have noticed significant changes in
the state of the fishery over the last 10 years and changes need to be made immediately to preserve
this resource.
 
I am in full support of Option ‘B1’  - I think a smaller slot of 19” – 23” is critical to ensuring the
stabilization of the fishery.  I also think that recreational fishermen have taken the brunt of changes
over the last several years and that it is time to change the For Hire limits to match those of the
Private/Shore anglers.
 
If I can be of any further assistance please let me know.
 
Thank you!
Steve
 
 

Steve Morgan  
President
[c] 443-336-6527  
smorgan@peake.com
www.peake.com
www.tacticalip.com
  

This electronic message and any attachment(s) contain information from PEAKE, LLC, which may be company sensitive, proprietary,
privileged or otherwise protected from disclosure. The information is intended to be used solely by the recipient(s) named above. If you
are not an intended recipient, be aware that any review, disclosure, copying, distribution or use of this transmission or its contents is
prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately at postmaster@peake.com

mailto:smorgan@peake.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:smorgan@peake.com
http://www.peake.com/
http://www.tacticalip.com/
mailto:postmaster@peake.com


From: Timothy Alvarado
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II - Comments
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 12:29:00 PM

Hello,

I would like to submit my comments/support for Recreational Bay Option B4. I think that it is
important that there is parity between the recreational and for hire fleets and that larger slot
would still engage potential customers. 

thank you,

Tim Alvarado 

mailto:timothy.g.alvarado@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Adam Harrington
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 12:32:37 PM

B2 is the best proposal. 

mailto:adamh21@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Stanley Svrlinga
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 12:34:03 PM

Chesapeake Bay Regulations

Option B1, but any option B is better than Option C or A

Stan Svrlinga

Sent from my T-Mobile 5G Device

mailto:stans2000@hotmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Ben Nichols
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 12:39:33 PM

After analyzing the options looked at for the subject addendum, I strongly support options BI
and BII.  I believe our stripers are worth protecting and by implementing a slot like we have
for redfish, we can rebuild the stock and do the right thing by these awesome migratory
gamefish.  Thank you ASMFC for getting involved and forcing the hands of the various State
fisheries managers to make sure the right thing is done! 

Best,
Ben Nichols 

Get Outlook for iOS

mailto:brn0019@hotmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
https://aka.ms/o0ukef


From: chris@bayside-insurance.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 12:41:09 PM

I think the B3 option for Chesapeake Bay Regulations seems most logical give the size of fish I see in
the bay.  If the slot is too small a lot of “overs” will be released when they could have filled a limit
and then fish left alone and go focus on another species.
 
Thanks
 

Chris Schindler
Agent/VP of Sales & Marketing
Bayside Insurance Associates, Inc
t : (410)643-6641 / (410)822-2800
e: chris@bayside-insurance.com 
www.bayside-insurance.com
1610 Postal Rd. PO Box 545 Chester MD
21619
706 Idlewild Ave. Easton MD 21601

 
IMPORTANT: This message (and any attachments) is confidential and is intended only for the addressee(s). This message
may contain information that is protected by one or more legally  recognized privileges. If the reader of this message is not
the intended recipient, I did not intend to waive, and I do not waive, any legal privilege or the confidentiality of the message. 
If you receive this message in error, please notify me immediately by return e-mail and delete this message from your
computer and network without saving it in any manner. The unauthorized use,  dissemination, distribution, or reproduction of
this message, including attachments, is prohibited and may be unlawful.
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mailto:comments@asmfc.org
tel:(410)+822-2800
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From: Michael Florey
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 12:44:29 PM

I support option B1.  

I am not in favor of mode splits allowing the for hire charters to harvest 2 fish per person
while the recreational anglers can harvest 1.

Additionally,  I do not know if this is a topic for this discussion but I feel we need to greatly
limit nets in the Chesapeake bay.

Mike Florey
Expedite Delivery System

mailto:Michael.Florey@expeditedelivers.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Nick Neary
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 12:48:03 PM

This email is to show support for option B1 in the Striped Bass Draft Addendum II

Thank you,
Nick Neary

mailto:nneary19@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Dave S
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 1:24:46 PM

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing to offer comments in support of Recreational Bay Option B1.  I am a
kayak fisherman who has been fishing primarily the middle bay and tributaries for
many years.  While I strongly support Option B1, I feel like the options on the table
overall probably don’t go far enough to protect this vital fishery.  Along with protecting
Menhaden, protecting the striper stock is critical to the health of the bay food webs
and ecosystem.  I’d almost rather see something closer to a moratorium on
commercial and rec fishing for striped bass for a year, if it would mean a strong,
healthy rebuilding of the stock and more sustainable harvests in future years.  

David Schmeltz

9645 East Bexhill Dr

Kensington, MD 20895

mailto:dschmeltz@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Lenny Rudow
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 1:35:42 PM
Attachments: Outlook-1488640139.png

Dear ASMFC - I did provide public comment at a meeting, but was told written comment is
also allowed, so please register my support for:

Rec Coast option B
Commercial 14.5% reduction
Board Response B
Implementation ASAP

With regards to the Recreational Chesapeake Bay season, I support option B4 and would like
the Board to additionally consider:

The recreational boating and fishing industry contribute over 3.5 billion dollars and
17,800 jobs to the economy of the state of Maryland alone (MTAM figures). True, not all
of this is fishing related, but NMMA statistics show 60+ percent of boat owners use their
boats to fish, so recreational fishing's portion of this contribution is substantial.
As regulations get tightened, fewer people are motivated to go fishing and as a result,
recreational boating and fishing businesses are negatively affected.
Shifting a portion of the available take to allow for-hire charters to receive more than
the wider recreational community results in less opportunity for the wider recreational
community; in these options, that reduced opportunity being reflected by a smaller slot
limit and/or a lower chance of rebuilding the stock. Thus, it has a direct negative
economic impact on businesses serving the recreational community including
boatyards, dealers, tackle shops, and more.
While it is also true that a charter businesses may be negatively affected by a B option
being chosen, claims of being "put out of business" are vastly overblown. This is
evidenced by:

The fact that these charters already operate outside of the rockfish season (IE
April catfish charters)
The fact that these charters continue to operate in MD waters during the July
striped bass closure
The fact that even through the full moratorium in the 90s there were still charters
operating on the Bay

Sector separation and the "C" options are patently unfair on the face of it.

Thank you for registering my comments.

mailto:Lenny@fishtalkmag.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org



Lenny Rudow, Editor - p. 410/798-6503  
cell 410/353-1981- Lenny@fishtalkmag.com
www.fishtalkmag.com

http://www.fishtalkmag.com/
http://www.fishtalkmag.com/


From: Perry Davidson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 1:43:04 PM

To:ASMFC.                                        I have been a charter boat captain for 25 years on Kent Island Maryland.l have
supported my family by fishing.I am enrolled in the facts  program so we can have accurate reporting.I have a son
that would like to take over the business one day.We do not think charter fishing will survive with one fish. And I
think the 19-24 inch slot limit will have a great amount of mortality from hooking and releasing fish. But I will
support the option C2 thank you Captain Perry Davidson
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:excaliburcharters@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Alan Polk
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Maryland striped bass season
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 2:04:58 PM

As an avid catch and release striped bass fisherman,I support the  b1 option as the season guidelines and season
limits for next year.  It is absolutely ridiculous that for hire charter boats to get increased limits.  Under this scenario
recreational anglers are discriminated against because we are not charters. If Maryland makes it illegal for charter
boats to operate under different rules, this should be challenged in court.

Thanks for the opportunity to voice my opinion

Richard Alan Polk
22373 St Clement’s Avenue
Leonardtown, Md. 20650

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:mdfishingnut2@outlook.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Peter Turcik
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Regulations 2024
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 2:47:59 PM

To whom it should concern,

I have reviewed the proposed regulations for 2024, and I am in favor of option B,
preferably Options B1 or B2. We need to do what we can to build up the striped bass
population and allowing charter boats to keep 2 fish per person per day will only
hinder this effort.

Thank you for your consideration,
Peter Turcik
Edgewater, MD
Editor, Fisheries magazine, American Fisheries Society
Writer, FishTalk magazine
Coastal Conservation Association Lifetime member, Annapolis Chapter

mailto:peter.turcik@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: John McIntyre
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass draft addendum 11
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 2:58:59 PM

from my iPhone hello, we need to do whatever we need to save striped bass,what used to be a fishery from October
until  December .is now only a fishery for the first two weeks in November here in central Long Island.Striped bass
are depleted and we need to take all necessary action to save this great fish. It’s been a long time coming.

mailto:johnmcintyre373@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Greg Vallandingham
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum ll
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 3:08:12 PM

I support option B1 for Recreational Bay Options. Lets rebuild stocks now.

Thank you,
Gregory Vallandingham

mailto:gvall122163@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Teddy Seward
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 3:13:16 PM

Hello,

I am a recreational fisherman who only uses jigs to fish for striped bass in Maryland and
Virginia. I live in Salisbury, MD where I work as a registered nurse in the ICU. Fishing is my
main hobby and what I spend way too much money on. In years past I have been traveling to
NJ to fish for striped bass in the fall, because Maryland’s striped bass run has become so poor.
I support option B1, I feel as though it’s our greatest hope for fixing our fishery. 

Teddy Seward. 

mailto:thomaseseward@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Scott Sadler
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II-Chesapeake Bay Regulations
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 3:16:27 PM

To whom it may concern,
 
As a charter boat Captain and conservationist, we as a whole( commercial and Recreational) need to
make new and positive rules and regulations in the Chesapeake Bay for the sustainability of the
striped bass . With the new options that are being proposed I personally believe the best option that
is proposed is option B1. If we don't take more drastic measures now we will have a full closure
being more emanate.  

thanks,

Capt. Scott Sadler
Backlash Outdoor Adventures
443-764-7670

mailto:ssadler763@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: David Galeone
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Draft Addendum II Chesapeake Bay Regulations
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 3:52:22 PM

Please consider options b3 or b4. Why should recreational fisherman face different regulations
than commercial fisherman who fish much more frequently and most a couple times a day be
allowed to keep and kill more fish? Most of the time if I even take another person on my boat
it will be one other person. If I am lucky I fish maybe once a week. With all the regulations
pushed at the recreational fisherman while not addressing the netting boats that are killing tons
of fish it is doubtful there will be any substantial reduction by any of these measures. And a
close of the trophy season in my opinion is way overdue.

Thank you,

David M. Galeone
12610 Somerset Ave – P O BOX 250

Princess Anne, MD 21853

410.651.1111

1138 Parsons Rd

Salisbury, MD 21801

410.749.2220

www.garymarshallagency.com
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From: Gregg Hartley
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Pending Addendum decision regarding Striped Bass
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 3:59:07 PM

I live on and fish the Chesapeake Bay. I am a member of CCA Maryland and the American
Saltwater Guide Association (although I am just a recreational angler). 

I concur with and support the following positions:

It is critical that managers continue efforts to protect the 2015 year-class and maintaining the 28-
31” slot achieves that goal, while providing some consistency for anglers and the stock
assessment scientists. 

I do not support mode splits. The Recreational sector (private and charter/for-hire) be managed
under the same regulations. 

The States of Maryland and  Virginia should complement federal ocean regulations with tough
near term restrictions to protect this fish stock. 

I would hope we also move forward with lowered take by commercial striped bass fishing and take
aggressive action to reduce the commercial take of menhaden. 

Thanks

Gregg Hartley

857 Cedar Drive
Deale, MD 20751

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:missourahgregg@icloud.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Kevin Keane
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 4:03:35 PM

Hello,

As a recreational angler within the state of Maryland, I would like to voice my support for
option B3 in the set of Chesapeake Bay recreational options. In addition, I would also like to
voice my support for keeping the catch and release fishery open throughout the winter months.
There is no proof correlating cold water catch and release with high mortality or low spawning
success. 

Thank you,
Kevin

mailto:kevin.keane.1998@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Live Liner Fishing
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum 2
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 4:05:15 PM

I support option B1. The C option is absurd. I spend big money and time on tackle, gear, and
finding fish, it doesn't make sense for someone who pays for a charter to be allowed to keep
more than me. The C option caters to the watermen who rape the bay for a living and then lie
in an effort to mislead the public about the health of the fishery. Watermen don't care about
conservation, they only care about how much they can profit off our natural resources today,
while giving no forethought to the future of the fishery. 

mailto:justinwilsonmd@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Mike
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 4:16:35 PM

To whom it may concern,
I am in support of option B4. Charter Boats should not be allowed a different limit than recreational anglers. There
needs to be more focus on catch and release during the cold weather months. Catch and release should be allowed
when water temperatures are suitable to do so without harming fish. More importance should be placed on the
months with the lowest mortality rates. I support a summer closure when water temps are the highest.  MD should
recognize the correlation between Menhaden stocks and striped bass and prevent its harvest within state waters.

Sincerely,

Michael Carey

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:mcarey908@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Brian Schmidt
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Ammendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 4:20:09 PM

Dear ASMFC,

Regarding the proposed striped bass regulations for the 2024 season and beyond, I
just wanted to give a few comments as a recreational angler.

Of the proposals listed, options B1 and B2 are the most equitable and most likely to
help rebuild the stock.

If extreme actions must be taken, we should look at the successes of other fisheries
(like the redfish, western trout streams, etc), where restricted slots and encouraging
catch and release fishing have allowed stock to rebound.    Catch and release data
show that mortality in the colder months are less than 1.6%, and if tackle rectrictions
like single hooks (no treble hooks) and even barbless hooks are encouraged, then
release rates are even higher. 

As a experiened angler, I know live lining and bait fishing cause the most mortalities. 
(your data show that too)

The suggestion to stop catch and release (C&R) fishing from Jan1 - Mar 31st is also
nonsensical  I fell the current seasona of C&R is adequate as few fishermen venture
out this time of year and the mortality is super low.  

Please do the best for the striped bass, while allowing us to continue to enjoy
pursuing these beautiful fish for generations to come,

Brian Schmidt
16590 Brogden road
Spencerville, MD 2868

mailto:brdemkr@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Mike Watkins
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 4:29:50 PM

Good Evening,
I am a recreational Chesapeake Bay angler in Maryland and I support Option B2 for Addendum II. Also as an
artificial lure light tackle angler anything I can do with assistance to reporting for more accurate mortality rates
regarding fishing with artificial lures please let me know.
Thank You,
Michael Watkins
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:mcwatkins23@hotmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Dan Knight
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 5:00:25 PM

Hello,

I am commenting on Recreational Bay Options and I support Option B. I believe everyone
should only get 1 fish wheter you are for hire or private. For hire already run 2 trips a day, and
bring home the maximum as often as they can. I may only fish 5-10 times a year with a couple
of guys and we always follow the rules and sometimes don't keep any fish, as we just enjoy
fishing and don't need to kill everything we catch. 

Option B is the best option. 

Thanks,
Dan Knight 

mailto:dan.l.knight88@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Nick Crispino
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 6:32:46 PM

Recreational Bay option
To Whom this may concern

   I would be I favor of option B1 as it is the best option for the fish I support minimal harvest but strongly disagree
with the closing of catch and release seasons. Closing this season will mostly affect light tackle anglers whom most
of are supporters of proper fish handling and catch and release regardless of season. Closing the season will also
affect local business in a negative way As a service manager of a local Boston whaler dealer I take care of hundreds
of locally owned vessels and know the purpose of may of the people who own these boats is the pursuit of striped
bass. I personally belive eliminating the use of live bait and cut bait would greatly reduce deep hooking fish and the
mortality rate that comes with it. 
Thank you for your time
Nick Crispino 

mailto:crispinonick@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Jeff
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 6:33:27 PM

I support option B4
I am concerned that the smaller slot limits would significantly increase release mortality.

Additionally I would love to see Rockfish become a Gamefish. I believe this move will be critical to restoring the
population back to healthy levels. Like other states have done to save fish populations

Jeff Tice
2 S River Crossing way
Edgewater MD 21037
(410)200-5132

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jrt280@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: david jenkins
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 6:35:29 PM

I recommend Option B2. I would also recommend limiting bait harvest and commercial nets. 

Thank you,
David Jenkins
Annapolis MD

Sent from AOL on Android

mailto:david.jenkins3@verizon.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aol.mobile.aolapp


From: Jacqueline Bond
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 6:48:37 PM

The commercial fishery should not take any reductions for striped bass.

mailto:jackiebond33@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Dale DEAN
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 6:49:39 PM

The commercial fishery should not take any reductions for striped bass. 

mailto:dale.highperformer@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Susan Dean
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 6:55:46 PM

The commercial fishery should not take any reductions for striped bass. 

mailto:susan.highperformer@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Lars McCarter
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II -Recreational Bay Options
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 7:08:33 PM

Good evening. I just wanted to throw my support between option B1 for Recreational Bay
Options.

I live on the bay, fish nearly year round, and have observed a noticeable decline in the striped
bass stock overtime. It's clear we need aggressive approaches to improve the stability of the
stock.

Thank you so much for considering my input. Cheers 

-- 
Lars McCarter
hlmccarter@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hlmccarter/
609-638-0178

mailto:hlmccarter@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:hlmccarter@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hlmccarter/


From: Nicole Post
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 7:10:44 PM

The commercial fishery should not take any reductions for striped bass.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:nrpost8905@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Jason Williams
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum 2
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 7:12:16 PM

The commercial fishery should not take any reductions for striped bass.

Jason Williams
TFL# 100177

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

mailto:extreemwaterboy@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=nativeplacement&c=Global_Acquisition_YMktg_315_Internal_EmailSignature&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=Global_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100000604&af_sub5=EmailSignature__Static_


From: Jamie Swam
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Option B1 Please
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 7:18:27 PM

Please implement option B1 for striped bass for 2024 forward. If we are going to save the species for our kids we
need to reduce the harvest as much as possible.

Thanks

mailto:jswam@mindspring.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: chris daugherty
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 7:38:36 PM

Hi,
I’m in support of Recreational Bay Options B4. All angles should be treated the same
weather on a private boat or charter boat. 
Thanks 

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:dawson584@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Don Crawford
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 8:32:57 PM

Recreational bay options 
I would be in support of option B1 we need to significantly reduce the harvest numbers of
striped bass to ensure future of the species and what it brings to Maryland and the entire mid
Atlantic 

mailto:troutslayer1313@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: PETER J KUPPER
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 9:07:08 PM

Here in central and northern Nj we have had the best years of bass fishing that I can remember. It is unfortunate that
we are being peantalized for the overfishing in other states.  We only take our bonuses tags out of our commercial
quota so there is a lot of pounds that are not harvested. I’m my opinion the commercial quota should be reduce in
other states this would better rebuild the stocks faster then restricting the anglers innNj more I am in favor of option
A

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:pjk460@aol.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Jim Frazetti
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II Chesapeake bay regulations
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 9:42:37 PM

Good evening,
   Regarding the chesapeake bay striped bass regulations, my vote would be for option B3.  In addition to those
regulations, 6 pack charters should not be allowed to harvest 2 fish per angler.  Lastly, would support catch and
release in May. 

Thx,
Jim

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jfrazetti@hotmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: richard telljohann
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 11:03:24 PM

I Am writing to express my opinion for the regullations.
I support option B4
Best 
Richard Telljohann
4824 Carroll Manor Rd. Baldwin md 21013

mailto:rico8978@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: B Dav
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 5:10:26 AM

To Whom May Listen at the ASMFC,

I live in the upper Chesapeake Bay region of Maryland with proper fishing licenses for
recreational fishing in the Bay and its tributaries.  I have grown to love fishing in my local
waters and will often travel to other parts of Maryland and Virginia to fish different areas and
species.  

As related to Striped Bass, I am very concerned with the current state of the fishery.  Even
over the last 4 to 5 years that my interest in fishing has peaked, I have seen troubling declines
in numbers of Striped Bass caught, continued isolation of the main bio mass of Striped Bass in
summer months, and lack of variety in sizes and that getting worse.  

I practice Catch and Release on most outings, very rarely keeping my 1 allowed fish.  I view
Striped Bass as more of a sport fish rather than a meal.  While I am a supporter of option B-1
from the proposed changes options presented, I am also a supporter of keeping Catch and
Release open even in times where a harvest may not be allowed when it is not a high detriment
to mortality or to clearly spawning fish.

Thank you for reading and considering my opinion,
Brandon Davis
225 Melvin Ave
Queenstown, MD 21658
410-490-3135 

mailto:badumd0218@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: drzimmerman
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 5:50:32 AM

1 fish, 28" to 35" per person for 2024 season.

Thank you.

Dr. J. Zimmerman 
Brigantine,  NJ

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:drzimmerman@verizon.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Tim Zink
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 5:52:16 AM

Please summon the courage to support option B1.

Please do the right thing for the resource — and our children.

Sincerely,

Tim Zink
Towson, MD

—

Tim Zink
202-870-3870

mailto:zinkworks@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Lee Goldberg
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 5:58:23 AM

Dear ASMFC,

I support Recreational Bay Option B4 of the Striped Bass Draft Addendum II.

Best Regards,
 
Lee H. Goldberg
Vice President
 
MARITIME ALLIANCE GROUP, INC.
Lloyd's Agency / AIMU Correspondent
Dundalk Marine Terminal
2700 Broening Highway
Dunmar Bldg. North, Suite 200C
Baltimore, Maryland 21222
O:  410.284.8175
M:  410.935.9469
F:  410.282.3325
E:  L.Goldberg@groupmagi.com
Website:  www.groupmagi.com

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:l.goldberg@groupmagi.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
http://www.groupmagi.com/


From: Chef Chris Mack
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 6:17:59 AM

Chesapeake Bay Regulations Option B4 please!!! None of the C options!!

Chef Chris Mack
443-298-9739 Cell
Sent from a classified location. 

mailto:chefchrismack@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: MURRAY DEMUTH
To: Comments
Cc: MURRAY DEMUTH
Subject: [External] Re: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 7:22:15 AM

To Whom This May Concern:
To supplement my e-mail from 12/7/23 I want to add the following. 
I am confident you know that licensed Charter Captains had to take a USCG course
and pass the USCG test in order to receive their MMC and have a TWIC Card. The
MMC and TWIC is a prerequisite in order to obtain a Fishing Guide License in the
State of Maryland. This process takes time and money in order to open a Charter
Fishing business. To add Charter Captains must pass a physical including hearing,
vision and DOT Drug Testing. Charter Captains and mates under the current
regulations and the proposed C1 or C2 are not allowed any fish.  
Take into consideration the above scenario why would a Charter Captain under any
of the proposed B Solutions pay for and upkeep their Charter Status (Six customers =
6 fish). Unlicensed/Recreational for Six Customers plus Captain and Mate = 8 fish. I
know the rule of "For Hire" comes into play which only highlights the faulty logic
behind the Proposed B solutions. Then why not run 4 or 5 recreational trips per day at
6 customers per trip = 32 and up to 40 fish per day. This is part of the unintended
consequences which could result in even higher catch numbers and do nothing to
reduce Mortality and/or regrow the population.         
Under the above points be careful of what you wish for because there are real world
consequences. 
Respectfully submitted and thank you for your consideration 
Regards,
Murray R. P. deMuth  
TWT Fishing Charters, LLC
Captain Murray R. P. deMuth 
US Coast Guard Licensed  Master 50 Ton & Assistance Towing
Licensed Maryland Resident Fishing Guide
410-952-7389
demuth4@comcast.net
https://twtfishingcharters.com

 

On 12/07/2023 12:14 PM EST MURRAY DEMUTH <demuth4@comcast.net>
wrote:
To Whom This Concerns:
I am providing comments on the subject matter noted above. There are

mailto:demuth4@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:demuth4@comcast.net
mailto:demuth4@comcast.net
https://twtfishingcharters.com/


multiple options presented as an effort to "Reduce the Mortality Rate" of
the Chesapeake Bay Striped Bass population. I applaud your efforts to try
and bring some sanity to this complex issue. 
I am in favor of Options C1 or C2. I support this decision as I run a Charter
Fishing Business and rely on the ability to offer my customers more than
just 1 fish. I support my selection based upon the following:

I participate in the Maryland DNR Fishery Facts program and report
all of my catch and discards which provides real time data to assist
in the decisions as to how to best manage the resources.    
Cost of Entry

Charter Vessel (MMC $95.00 once every 5 years plus Annual
Fishing Guide License and Annual Charter Vessel Sticker "6 -
Pack" costing $360.00 each year = Total Annual Expense
$379.00)
Individual Recreational License at $20.50
Consolidated Chesapeake Bay Sport Boat License at $50.00.
No limit to the number of days allowed to harvest striped bass
fish and for the Consolidated License there is no limit to the
number of passengers allowed per vessel vs 6-Pack and no
limit on the number of trips with new passengers on board.

The above data points illustrates the gross imbalance in the financial
impact between the 2 groups.   
Menhaden Policy & Omega - Total Silence on moving the catch area
and/or reductions in the catch limits for the Canadian owned
Company Omega.  

At this point I believe the narrative is out of balance as the changes are
being presented under the terms of "Reducing the Mortality Rate" vs
taking measures to "Expand/Grow the Population". The menhaden caught
by Omega is a public resource which belongs to the citizens of the United
States. How and why does the "Menhaden Policy" continue to support a
foreign company taking a US owned resource? Basically if there is no food
then any and all efforts to grow/expand the Striped Bass population will
fail. This is simple Biology 101.   
To gain a "Total Buy-In" from all groups there needs to be significant
reductions to the TAC for Omega and the waters where they can fish.
Respectfully submitted and hoping for a balanced and inclusive outcome.
Regards,
Murray R. P. deMuth
    
TWT Fishing Charters, LLC
Captain Murray R. P. deMuth 
US Coast Guard Licensed  Master 50 Ton & Assistance Towing
Licensed Maryland Resident Fishing Guide
410-952-7389
demuth4@comcast.net
https://twtfishingcharters.com

mailto:demuth4@comcast.net
https://twtfishingcharters.com/


 



From: Ron Cochran
To: Comments
Cc: Abbi; Eliza Cochran; Krista Cochran
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 8:04:09 AM

To whom it may concern:

I want to comment about on your draft addendum for Chesapeake Bay Regulations. I am in
favor of option B1. Ideally I want to see one regulation for both commercial and
recreational anglers that will go the furthest to protect the striped bass population in the
Chesapeake Bay.

Thank you

Ron Cochran

mailto:ronald.jay.cochran@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:abbi.cochran@gmail.com
mailto:Eliza.mae.cochran@gmail.com
mailto:krista.ann.cochran@gmail.com


From: Abigail Cochran
To: Comments
Subject: [External]
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 8:12:16 AM

To whom it may concern:

I want to comment about on your draft addendum for Chesapeake Bay Regulations. I am in
favor of option B1. Ideally I want to see one regulation for both commercial and
recreational anglers that will go the furthest to protect the striped bass population in the
Chesapeake Bay.

Thank you

Abigail Cochran 
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abbi.cochran@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: James Spies
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum ll.
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 9:06:03 AM

To whom it may concern,

I'm in favor of the option B1, or a complete moratorium of the striped bass. 

Thank you for your consideration.

JR Spies.

mailto:james.spies1@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Johnson, Hayden
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Chesapeake Bay Striped Bass Fishing
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 9:43:53 AM

Hello,
 
Please go with one of the B options as this will hopefully restore the bay back to the way it use to be
and let my kids kids keep fishing.
 

.
Hayden Johnson
Assistant Project Manager
The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company
1317 Executive Blvd, Suite 120
Chesapeake, Virginia 23230
Phone: 757-382-0002
Mobile: 757-634-5175
www.whiting-turner.com

.

mailto:Hayden.Johnson@whiting-turner.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
http://www.whiting-turner.com/
http://www.whiting-turner.com/


From: John Rainey
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 9:44:21 AM

Greetings ASMFC and thank you for all the hard work you do.

I would like to comment as a recreational angler on the Striped Bass draft Addendum II.

Of the choices offered, I support Option B-1.

 My thought process is that even these options do not go far enough to realize actual change and benefit.

I personally would be in support of a full moratorium on any harvesting of a striped bass whether commercially or
recreationally.

I will not be in support of any option that differentiates a commercial or “for hire” population for different
regulations than recreational anglers.

I am not in support of any “conservation equivalency.”

I do not embrace the current data being used on catch-and-release mortality and believe much could be
accomplished with a catch-and-release only— no harvest at all— option (i.e. charters could still fish but not keep,
ban gill netting).

For your demographic purposes, I am a retired professional fishing guide (18 years), I have owned a tackle store,
and am now a recreational only fisherman— I understand and have lived all sides of this issue (I have run my guide
service on public waters, I have worked in catch-and-release only locations, I have run a guide service on a catch-
and-release only basis, I have worked through complete closures of my fishable waters, etc.) I would be happy to
discuss my thoughts with you further if that would be helpful in any way.

Thanks again for your efforts,
John Rainey
575-770-7648

Sent from my iPad

mailto:jrtaos@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Brad Weil
To: Comments
Subject: [External] NJ Striped Bass Bonus Program
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 10:28:11 AM

It is essential we (in NJ) keep the voluntary striped bass bonus program.  I have been
told this only uses a small portion of our striped bass commercial quota so why even
consider taking it away?  For those in South New Jersey who don't really get the
ocean striped bass run we used to get years ago (not due to lack of fish, just seems
they are taking a different migratory route) this is a necessary option for us to be able
to harvest a back bay fish which typically are not above 28"s.
Thank you!

Brad Weil
856-628-3695

mailto:bradweil@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: DOUGLAS TAYLOR
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 11:05:40 AM
Importance: High

Concerning the options for the Addendum II to Amendment 7 of the Interstate
Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Stripe Bass, I am in favor of the following
options:
Option B: 1 fish at 28” to 31”
Option B2 for Chesapeake Bay: 1 fish  19” to 23”
For  the Commercial Quota for all states; Option B
As for the Response of the Board to Stock Assessment Updates, the use of
Option B which allows for a expedited response should be allowed with one
reservation.  The Action of the Board will only be temporary and a full response
will follow the normal procedure as outlined under Option A with the Board
providing information as to why the action was taken and the public still has full
recourse to go to return to the previous management measures.  In doing so, the
Board will not have total dictatorial power over the Management Plan for Atlantic
Stripe Bass.
Because of the interest for the taking of a Trophy size Stripe Bass, Would the
Atlantic States Marine Commission consider a Trophy Tag Program for one
fish/year greater than 45 inches.  One tag would only be issued to the end
user/fisherman and could only be used Ocean side during the Fall Season,
starting Oct 1st and running till Dec 31st.  No tags would be issued to the For
Hire Fleet or Charter Fleet.
Thank you for your time in this matter.  I request that my contact information not to be
made public in the comments.

 

Douglas A. Taylor

Turnersville, NJ 08012

fishtrek@comcast.net   phone: 856-228-2642

mailto:fishtrek@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:fishtrek@comcast.net


From: Luciano Mascari
To: Comments
Cc: Luciano Mascari
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Options Input feedback following 5-Dec Meeting session
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 11:12:25 AM

 I have been a Massachusttes fisherman for the past 50 years and I grew up on Long Island NY
where I fished over 15 years prior. I remember when there was a moratorium on Striped Bass
in NY to save the stock. An old salt to say the least. As always your meeting was both
informative, helpful and appreciated.

The following are my suggestions for input/feedback:

a) 3.1.1   Option B 28-31" for all modes 
I would recommend upping this range to 28"-32" for all modes if possible to open the slot a
little

b) 3.1.2  Option B2  (B1 would be better but may be a hard sell currently)

c) 3,1,3  Option B

d) 3.1.4 Option B

e) 3.2.1 Option B ( I hold commercial fishing permits however, I would recommend a
temporary commercial moratorium on Striped Bass provided that individuals who have had a
commercial permit in the past retain the right to reenter the fishery once the moratorium is
lifted). The commercial fishery targets the big breeding cows and does a huge damage to the
future biomass.

f) 3.3 Option B

The recreational Striped Bass fishery is the biggest money maker to the eastern seaboard. 
Tackle shops, hotels, charters, etc..

Kind regards,
Luciano Mascari

mailto:luciano.mascari@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:luciano.mascari@gmail.com


From: Pedro Paz
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 1:38:39 PM

To Whom It May Concern, 
I write to encourage and support option B1. I'm having trouble wrapping my head around not
protecting the future of the Chesapeake Bay Fishery. As a resident of Edgewater, I have
noticed that the overharvesting of fish continues to contribute to the downward decline of the
striped bass population. It is by no means the only contributing factor, but it's certainly one
that puts an increased pressure on an already fragile population. This past year I fished the car
wrecks in the west side of the Eastern Bay near the mouth of Tanner's Creek. After riding past
there a half dozen times, I noticed a consistent trend in charter boats anchoring their boats over
the wrecks and pulling in and harvesting fish after fish. I fished the wreck with live spot
shortly after, and pulled in fish after fish after fish in the 16-18 inch range. It was clear to me
that they pulled every single fish in the 19 inch and up class. 

This consistent targeting of schools of fish where two trips per day with six plus anglers on
board results in the obliteration of maturing fish. My belief is that a limit to not only the
number of harvesting fish, but also the application of the 19-23 inch slot will allow these
schools to mature a higher number of fish; therefore, ensuring the growth of the number of
healthy striped bass now and well into the future. The 2 fish per person charter harvest is a
"great time" for a lot of people, but at the same time, it demonstrates a lack of respect and
concern for the health and wellbeing of the future fisheries in the bay. 

I hope that this email serves as only one example of the voice of the fisherman who strives for
a healthy and thriving fish population for our children in the future. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out if I may be of any help in protecting our striped bass
population. 

Best, 

Pedro Paz

mailto:pedropaz123@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Kris Jones
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Rockfish Slot Limits
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 2:10:07 PM

Hi. I strongly am in support of B1 on the attached chart. This population has been so
mismanaged and it has significantly impacted the species in the long-run. 

I’ve done my part by not really harvesting fish anymore, but that’s not the same with many
others. We don’t need an all-out moratorium, but we need some massive changes because the
data suggests this stock is plummeting. 

Kris Jones

mailto:krisjones23@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Joe Schoonover
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 2:13:56 PM

Dear ASMFC,
I am in support of option B4 as I believe this is the best option for all anglers in the
Chesapeake Bay. I also support the elimination of the spring trophy season in Maryland and
Virginia waters to protect the breeders.

In addition, there needs to be tighter regulation on menhaden harvesting in Virginia waters.

Sincerely,
Joe Schoonover
Preston, MD

mailto:coldmasterref@hotmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Stan21784
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 2:18:12 PM

Greetings. Please accept my comments regarding Recreational Bay Options.  As an individual fisherman on the
Chesapeake Bay I would like to provide my suggested option for future Rockfish season(s).   My selection would be
option B2.

 I think it is also important to address mortally wounded fish.  What a shame it will be to have your one fish in the
box and the next one caught is hooked badly and won’t survive regardless of size.  Perhaps a registry of sorts that
would allow the angler to keep the fish provided its registered immediately.  If this happens the angler must then
terminate the trip to avoid any further harm.

Something also needs to be done about the catfish.  Do we really know how well the spawn is if all the fry are eaten
by catfish?  Perhaps a catfish tournament where the winner is the boat with the largest number of catfish. Donate the
catch to local soup kitchens for those that don’t want their catch.  I personally plan to target catfish next season.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
Stan Kos
240-417-1748

Sent from my iPad

mailto:stan21784@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Chris Wright
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 2:56:32 PM

Recreational Bay Draft Options - commenting in favor of option B1.

Thank you for taking into consideration,
Chris Wright
410.708.0655
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:chriswright411@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Brian Brouse
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum ll
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 3:03:46 PM

This email is regarding the Recreational Bay Options proposed for the upcoming season.  
I'm choosing Option B1. I feel this gives us the best chance to rebuild the Striped Bass stock in
the Chesapeake Bay without shutting down the season completely. 
Thank you for letting us weigh in on this very important issue.
Brian Brouse 
410-236-3666 

mailto:brousesoccer@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Debbie Sullivan Brouse
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass draft addendum 2
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 3:12:12 PM

This email is regarding the recreational bay options for the upcoming season. I am choosing
option B1. I would very much like to try to save the rockfish population. Short of a
moratorium, I feel this is the best route to rebuilding the rockfish stock.

mailto:debbies511@gmail.com
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From: g.georgetthenrich@comcast.net
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass addendum II
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 3:22:51 PM

Ms. Franke:
 
I’m writing in response to the proposed Striped bass draft addendum II up for review by the ASMFC.
It is very clear dire steps need to be taken in order to save this fishery. As president of the Plum
Island Surfcasters, I can tell you many of my members are concerned over where this fishery is
heading if inadequate steps are taken to recover what has been lost in the past decade. It is my
opinion that the following steps be taken in order to preserve the Striped bass for the future.
 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options. I support Option B, 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022
season (all modes).
 
With the 2015 year class being the last class where the population was at its best, restoring the slot
limit back to 28” to  <35” puts that class right in that slot thus exposing the year class to potential
decline. Leaving the limit at 28” to 31” allows the fish above that size to have more breeders
available increasing the chance of recovery.
 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options. I support Option B2 at 1 fish at 19” to 24”.
 
Option B offers the best chance at meeting or exceeding the 14.5% expected recovery rate.
 
3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification. I support Option B.
 
While I occasionally use charters for hire, I believe all recreational fishermen, including charter
boats, should adhere to the same rules if the species is to recover.
 
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements. I support Option B.
 
Option B allows officials the ability to enforce compliance.
 
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options. I support Option B.
 
A reduction in the commercial quote will bring everyone in alignment so that the expected 14.5%
recovery can be achieved. This is especially important in areas were spawning stocks are most
effected.
 
In closing, although this is my opinion, I believe it is one shared by most of my members and that
critical steps need to be taken to avert a fisheries disaster. It will be difficult over the next few years,
but if everyone does his part, I am confident we can change the course of where the Striped bass is
heading. Thank you for your consideration.
 
Regards,

mailto:g.georgetthenrich@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


 
Georgette Y. E. Henrich

President, Plum Island Surfcasters 
sm, Inc.

Founded 1957

"Plum Island Surfcasters sm will strive to be a highly respected leader in sportfishing, committed to
developing best practices in good sportsmanship, education, techniques and conservation for future
generations"
 
66 years and going strong. Dedicated to preserving the tradition of sportfishing while practicing
conservation. Check us out: www.plumislandsurfcasters.org
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.plumislandsurfcasters.org/


From: JJ Vigil
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 3:33:09 PM

My comments are regarding “Recreational Bay Options.  It is my preference that ASMFC select
wither B1 or B2, however, my preference would be B1.  I think it is very important to tighten up the
regs so that my kids can one day enjoy this fishery as much as I do.  I think it is very important to get
EVERYONE on the same requirements regarding how many fish you are able to keep.  I have been on
many commercial fishing trips and have seen the boat keep two fish per person.  Many of these
people went home with two fish and never got around to eating them.  I know its impossible, but it
would be interesting to see how many of those customers went home with fish and they ended up
not being eaten.  I appreciate the efforts of ASMFC and look forward to your decision.
 
J.J. Vigil
Vigil Contracting, Inc.
(O) 410-451-9510 X103
(C) 443-375-6256
 

mailto:JJVigil@vigilbusiness.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: brian scharle
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 3:56:10 PM

Hello,

I am an avid angler and resident of Ocean Pines, MD that regularly fishes for striped bass in
the bay, inlet, and ocean around Ocean City and in the Somerset County portion of the
Chesapeake Bay. I am writing today to provide my comments on Addendum II.

I am in favor of Option B for the Ocean Recreational Fishery.

I am in favor of Option B(1) or B(2) for the Chesapeake Recreational Fishery.

I am in favor of Option B for the Commercial Quota Reduction.

I am in favor of using a board action to implement these Addendum options ASAP.

Thank you for accepting my comments and best of luck in your decision process. I hope you do
what is best for the fishery so that we may enjoy this treasured resource for generations to
come.

Sincerely,
Brian Scharle
(215) 350-7940

mailto:scharlb481@hotmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Elaine Williams
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 3:59:20 PM

The commercial fishery should not have a reduction to their industry
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:ewdockofthebay@yahoo.com
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From: Robert Brownstein
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 4:05:37 PM

please close the summer fishery for at least 4 weeks. high mortality even  using catch and release

mailto:brownie47@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: kenneth plummer
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Fwd: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 4:37:38 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: kenneth plummer <05harleyhunter@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Dec 8, 2023 at 4:25 PM
Subject: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
To: kenneth plummer <05harleyhunter@gmail.com>

Growing up during the original moratorium I certainly can appreciate the efforts in
conservation so that our future generations can enjoy catching stripers.
Where is see big inconsistency in application of “rules” is between recreational,for hire
commercial and coastal.
Having fished the last 10 years regularly as recreational fisherman in the middle and upper
Chesapeake bay it is obvious there is an unbalanced limit between recreational and
commercial. Most recreational folks get out a couple times a week catching their 1 fish limit.
On the other hand we watch charter boats fishing at least 2 times and day and depending on
tides sometimes get 3 trips in. They catch 2 per person and more at times ( it’s been observed
first hand) catching anywhere from 12-40 plus fish every trip. It’s so easy to see if you just
glance at any social media site on how overfished they are by charters. Let’s face it they are
making money off a natural resource we all should have chance to get. 
There is no way recreational fishing puts a dent in quantity compared to commercial. 
It’s easy to see when fish are really schooled up and every charter up and down the bay Move
the boats to locations to stay on the fish. Most recreational folks don’t have the luxury of
spending every day on water and travel up and down the bay to catch limits twice a day. 
With that amount of pressure it takes a toll on quantity and then they are self policed by
recording their catches. I know charter boats and see how they operate. What is sad is the
amount of dead loss around the charters. There are some great charter captains on the bay that
treasure this resource but there twice as many that just want to make the money and don’t care
about dead loss. Seeing this first hand charters throwing back fish that many recreational
fisherman wish they could just catch. It’s obvious over last 2 years fishing is degrading
quickly. 
So enough said on recreational vs charters it is very unfair in today’s standards so the numbers
have to be altered.

On to these new slot sizes and dead loss. If all these bay fisherman go out catching fish but
have to find fish in such a tight slot of 19-23 there will be more dead loss than put in a cooler
or folks will just abuse the size limits. 
We experienced that this year with the 31” slot seeing so many over that size returned and
never made it again around charters mostly.
Drop that size limit to proposed when most people are catching the 20- 28” fish so many will
not make it when returned. 
How is that helping stabilize the population other than feeding the other bay life. Our children
and grandchildren will eventually see the lose of stripers in the bay with this type of
management and the other natural predators affecting crabs and stripers.

mailto:05harleyhunter@gmail.com
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There is a lot of pressure on fish in the bay and even more abuse in coastal areas. Crazy when
you hardly can find a “trophy” fish in the bay but coastal folks in other states are wiping them
out. 
It is good to see some type of alignment on the east coast but it has to be enforced and
consistent across ALL fisherman not make recreational folks suffer and commercial still
cleaning up with different rules. 
If the resource needs saving it needs to be same for all in size and quota or it is just lip service
and in a year or so it will be closed moratorium again. 

I know this is lengthy but as a dad and grandfather who loves fishing I want to enjoy it with
family and friends while on this earth since as a child we missed out on fishing stripers due to
original moratorium.
Thanks in advance for at least understanding a recreational fisherman view point and from
personal observations over the last few years. 
Even tornemants  have twisted the rules with folks catching and measuring the shrinkage of
fish so they can bring in those oversized fish that will be at a lot size when they hit scales. 
They just promote cheating and with slot limits proposed will cause even more underhand
actions. Big money tournament creates issues in a time when control to save the stripers is
really needed by all. 



From: Aguiar, Adam
To: Emilie Franke; Comments
Subject: [External] Re: Please close the Susky in January and February for Catch and Release Striped Bass
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 5:42:17 PM

Hello again,
   After reading through the draft addendum, I just wanted to say I (and many others) am
pleased to see that the potential January-February Susky full closure is at least up for
consideration. 
   If possible, the opinions of boaters on the flats should be taken into consideration separately
from this, in hopes to not conflate two distinct groups of anglers and concentrations of fish.
 The susky (as opposed to the flats), especially above the line to the dam, has significantly
more concentrated spawning-size fish. As such, it should ABSOLUTELY be closed for catch-
and-release from January 1st through April. This is particularly important for the land-based
fishing as in recent years its turned into a chaos of poaching, crowding, and improper catch-
and-release. For more explanation and extensive examples, please see my prior emails and
those of others, particularly from last season.
     I am stressing my concern about this, not just as a biologist and scientist worried about the
health of the bass population, but as an avid striped bass angler worried about the degradation
of the art to spot-crowding and trophy fish devaluation! There is zero benefit to the bass
population, your organization and its affiliates, and society at large to keep the Susky open for
catch-and-release in January and February.

Dr. Adam A. Aguiar, Ph. D.
Associate Professor, 
Biology Department,
School of Natural Sciences and Mathematics (NAMS),
Stockton University
(adam.aguiar@stockton.edu)
732-939-5257

From: Emilie Franke <EFranke@asmfc.org>
Sent: Tuesday, March 28, 2023 5:08 PM
To: Aguiar, Adam <Adam.Aguiar@stockton.edu>
Subject: RE: Please close the Susky in January and February for Catch and Release Striped Bass
 

EXTERNAL EMAIL ALERT: The sender is not using a Stockton email address. Please use
caution.

Hello Dr. Aguiar,
 
Thank you for reaching out with another comment. Both of your comment emails will be shared with
the Striped Bass Board. I’d also recommend you continue to reach out to Maryland DNR directly with
your concerns.
 
Thanks,
Emilie

mailto:Adam.Aguiar@stockton.edu
mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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Sent: Wednesday, March 1, 2023 6:20 PM
To: Robert Beal <Rbeal@asmfc.org>; Mike Rinaldi <Mike.Rinaldi@accsp.org>; Geoffrey White
<geoff.white@accsp.org>; Tina Berger <tberger@asmfc.org>; Patrick A. Campfield
<pcampfield@asmfc.org>; Kristen Anstead <kanstead@asmfc.org>; Toni Kerns <Tkerns@asmfc.org>
Subject: [External] Please close the Susky in January and February for Catch and Release Striped Bass
 
Hello,
    This past month has been a chaotic mess for the spawning class striped bass in the susky. 
    I strongly encourage January/February be closed to catch-n-release striped bass above the Lapidum line.
With the years warmer earlier, there’s been tons of spawning class fish earlier. With this, there’s tons of
anglers, 90% of which are inexperienced with proper catch and release practices. They purposely mishandle
the fish roughly, and though I understand the incentive for taking pictures (I do myself on occasion), they
do extensive photo ops with the fish out of the water, carelessly bang them against rocks, and walk the fish
all the way into the shoreline from far out in the river. My friends and I have witnessed mishandled fish die
and float down the river, and others washed up on the river banks. I informed DNR about this, and
they should be giving tickets for fish harassment at the very least, but there’s not much they can do given
the current January/February regulations. 
    If these masses of new anglers were all experienced and conservation-oriented it wouldn’t be so
worrisome (After all, I myself have a staunch perspective on the need for nuance in even the March/April
regulations). However, their inexperience and mishandling of the fish in wrong ways and for excessive time
periods exacerbates the catch-and-release mortality. Here it’s exceptionally critical because these are
spawning class fish, and in these warmer winters with eggs already developed. 
   The DNR and policy-makers are ostensibly concerned about the March/April season, but everything is
moving earlier with these warmer years. 2020-2023 (last 4 years) have been warmer and thus the large
striped bass arrival has occurred much sooner. This year was extreme, with us catching spawning-size
stripers in mid-January! 
    I understand that such changes in policies would hinder my attempts to catch these fish too, but I rather
have the bass population healthy just as the DNR and state supposedly do. So I am writing this not just as a
marine and molecular biologist, but more importantly as an avid striped bass angler. Please encourage your
superiors to make the restrictions for the Susky earlier for future years. I understand you need before and
after survey data for January-Februarys to demonstrate the effectiveness of such potential policies, and that
you currently do not undertake such surveys there at that time. I emplore you to, at the very least, effectuate
such surveying methods from the Conawingo dam to lapidum boat ramp, for shore-caught fish, during the
months of January and February. I think our minds will be blown at the negative impact to the striper
population that these crowds of shore-based anglers cause.
    I, along with many others anglers that have shifted perspectives on this topic, agree that the area below
the Conawingo dam to lapidum should be closed January-February for even catch-and-release.  Its not only
logical and consistent with your other policies, but it is best for the bass population! I have 2016 emails
from fisheries biologists and DNR officers (Eric Durell and Sarah Widman) explaining why this area should
be closed. Having the currently inconsistent regulations (February to March shift) continue as they are is
embarrassing to the organization and will undoubtedly upset voters, especially as all the fish pics of
mishandled/killed bass hit social media these upcoming months. I am mass emailing the DNR officers, state
legislators and assemblymen too; and plan to write extensive news articles on the topic to bolster public
awareness of this issue. 
   Again, please consider shutting down that area of the river to even catch-and-release next January-
February. It would be better for our natural resource and environment, and after this last season you will
have much less resistance in doing so from the recreational community who have largely switched
perspectives on the matter.
 
 
 
Dr. Adam A. Aguiar, Ph. D.
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Associate Professor, 
Biology Department,
School of Natural Sciences and Mathematics (NAMS),
Stockton University
(adam.aguiar@stockton.edu)
732-939-5257

mailto:adam.aguiar@stockton.edu
tel:732-939-5257


From: Evan Whitten
To: Comments
Subject: [External] “Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 5:49:27 PM

Hello all,
My name is Evan whitten, and I am emailing the commission regarding striped bass draft addendum II, with support
for option b1. This option provides the opportunity to harvest a striped bass within the Chesapeake spawning range
while also providing a stock rebuilding limit for the species.
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:evanjames122@gmail.com
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From: spencer.hopkins@comcast.net
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II"
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 7:14:15 PM

ASMFC
I wish to support the B2 option for the 2024 Recreational Bay Options.
I know the Striped Bass “Rockfish” are in decline as I have fished this species for over 40 years.
 
Thank you,
Spencer Hopkins
240 W Lake Dr
Annapolis, MD 21403

mailto:spencer.hopkins@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Eliza Cochran
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 8:32:33 PM

To whom it may concern:

I want to comment about on your draft addendum for Chesapeake Bay Regulations. I am in
favor of option B1. Ideally I want to see one regulation for both commercial and
recreational anglers that will go the furthest to protect the striped bass population in the
Chesapeake Bay.

Thank you

mailto:eliza.mae.cochran@gmail.com
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From: MURRAY DEMUTH
To: Comments
Cc: MURRAY DEMUTH
Subject: [External] Re: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Saturday, December 9, 2023 7:51:11 AM

To Whom This May Concern:
More supplemental comments.........................
Reduced Mortality by Category:

Option A = 0%
Option B1 = 22.4% & 38.4 %
Option B4 10.3% & 18.1%
Option C1 = 17.9% & 31.4%

Based upon the numbers above it seems to the logical and equitable solution is
Option C1. However that selection comes with additional unseen consequences.

Recreation Anglers will do more catch and release even when the limit is
achieved.

To achieve the limit of 19-23 inch fish more fish will be released in order to
fill the narrow slot limit = more dying fish post release.   

Charters will fill the limit and head back to the dock or switch over to catching
other species. The reality is there is very little catch and release once the limit
has been achieved.

To achieve the limit of 19-23 inch fish more fish will be released in order to
fill the the narrow slot limit. Here is where there is a difference - Captains,
Mates & Deckhands have more experience in releasing fish and generally
handle the fish better to reduce post release mortality.      

Again I see the Narrative is to REDUCE THE MORTALIT YRATE and we are
Neglecting the to add the Narrative to GROW THE POPULATION. Both narratives
can be achieved by retaining and rebuilding the Bay population of Menhaden. That
means no more netting by Omega in the Bay and move them to outside the 3 mile
limit. This has always been my number 1 question. How is it that the State of Virginia
is allotted 87%+/- of the TAC for the Atlantic Coast Menhaden. What gives a small
company comprised of (my best guess 100+/- employees) the exclusive right to
access catch and remove 3,000,000,000+/- menhaden every year. This is a public
resource given away for free and no responsibility to do no harm to the resource. This
is nothing less than gross negligence and a slap in publics face over the stewardship
of this resource. Biology 101 - under the rules of nature it is impossible to
grow/expand a population when there is there is no food.
This Commission is asking a very large section of the public to make very austere
changes and practices to save the Striped Bass. Doing so will have a serious
negative economic impact on all the related support services with no promise of a
positive outcome. It's time to include all of the Stake Holders using the Bay's
resources and implement equitable solutions to save the Striped Bass. This includes
subjecting Omega to the same level of austere changes by reducing the TAC and the
areas Omega is allowed to harvest Menhaden (THE MOST IMPOTANT FISH IN THE
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SEA). Then there is an equitable input and outcome by all the Stake Holders using
the resources of the Chesapeake Bay. 
Respectfully submitted and hoping for an equitable outcome. 
Murray R. P. deMuth           
TWT Fishing Charters, LLC
Captain Murray R. P. deMuth 
US Coast Guard Licensed  Master 50 Ton & Assistance Towing
Licensed Maryland Resident Fishing Guide
410-952-7389
demuth4@comcast.net
https://twtfishingcharters.com

 

On 12/08/2023 7:21 AM EST MURRAY DEMUTH <demuth4@comcast.net>
wrote:
To Whom This May Concern:
To supplement my e-mail from 12/7/23 I want to add the following. 
I am confident you know that licensed Charter Captains had to take a
USCG course and pass the USCG test in order to receive their MMC and
have a TWIC Card. The MMC and TWIC is a prerequisite in order to
obtain a Fishing Guide License in the State of Maryland. This process
takes time and money in order to open a Charter Fishing business. To add
Charter Captains must pass a physical including hearing, vision and DOT
Drug Testing. Charter Captains and mates under the current regulations
and the proposed C1 or C2 are not allowed any fish.  
Take into consideration the above scenario why would a Charter Captain
under any of the proposed B Solutions pay for and upkeep their Charter
Status (Six customers = 6 fish). Unlicensed/Recreational for Six
Customers plus Captain and Mate = 8 fish. I know the rule of "For Hire"
comes into play which only highlights the faulty logic behind the Proposed
B solutions. Then why not run 4 or 5 recreational trips per day at 6
customers per trip = 32 and up to 40 fish per day. This is part of the
unintended consequences which could result in even higher catch
numbers and do nothing to reduce Mortality and/or regrow the population. 
       
Under the above points be careful of what you wish for because there are
real world consequences. 
Respectfully submitted and thank you for your consideration 
Regards,
Murray R. P. deMuth  

mailto:demuth4@comcast.net
https://twtfishingcharters.com/


TWT Fishing Charters, LLC
Captain Murray R. P. deMuth 
US Coast Guard Licensed  Master 50 Ton & Assistance Towing
Licensed Maryland Resident Fishing Guide
410-952-7389
demuth4@comcast.net
https://twtfishingcharters.com

 

On 12/07/2023 12:14 PM EST MURRAY DEMUTH
<demuth4@comcast.net> wrote:
To Whom This Concerns:
I am providing comments on the subject matter noted above.
There are multiple options presented as an effort to "Reduce
the Mortality Rate" of the Chesapeake Bay Striped Bass
population. I applaud your efforts to try and bring some sanity
to this complex issue. 
I am in favor of Options C1 or C2. I support this decision as I
run a Charter Fishing Business and rely on the ability to offer
my customers more than just 1 fish. I support my selection
based upon the following:

I participate in the Maryland DNR Fishery Facts program
and report all of my catch and discards which provides
real time data to assist in the decisions as to how to best
manage the resources.    
Cost of Entry

Charter Vessel (MMC $95.00 once every 5 years
plus Annual Fishing Guide License and Annual
Charter Vessel Sticker "6 - Pack" costing $360.00
each year = Total Annual Expense $379.00)
Individual Recreational License at $20.50
Consolidated Chesapeake Bay Sport Boat License
at $50.00.
No limit to the number of days allowed to harvest
striped bass fish and for the Consolidated License
there is no limit to the number of passengers
allowed per vessel vs 6-Pack and no limit on the
number of trips with new passengers on board.

The above data points illustrates the gross imbalance in

mailto:demuth4@comcast.net
https://twtfishingcharters.com/


the financial impact between the 2 groups.   
Menhaden Policy & Omega - Total Silence on moving the
catch area and/or reductions in the catch limits for the
Canadian owned Company Omega.  

At this point I believe the narrative is out of balance as the
changes are being presented under the terms of "Reducing the
Mortality Rate" vs taking measures to "Expand/Grow the
Population". The menhaden caught by Omega is a public
resource which belongs to the citizens of the United States.
How and why does the "Menhaden Policy" continue to support
a foreign company taking a US owned resource? Basically if
there is no food then any and all efforts to grow/expand the
Striped Bass population will fail. This is simple Biology 101.   
To gain a "Total Buy-In" from all groups there needs to be
significant reductions to the TAC for Omega and the waters
where they can fish.
Respectfully submitted and hoping for a balanced and inclusive
outcome.
Regards,
Murray R. P. deMuth
    
TWT Fishing Charters, LLC
Captain Murray R. P. deMuth 
US Coast Guard Licensed  Master 50 Ton & Assistance Towing
Licensed Maryland Resident Fishing Guide
410-952-7389
demuth4@comcast.net
https://twtfishingcharters.com
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From: miller
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass regulations
Date: Saturday, December 9, 2023 8:12:33 AM

I have fished the ches.bay for 32 years and have never seen striped bass fishing so poor. If we
continue to allow the menhaden fleet to deplete the stock , more regulations will not will not
bring back the striper fishing. There is no reason stripers to come into the bay.

Sent from my Galaxy
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From: Michael Pohuski
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Saturday, December 9, 2023 8:39:27 AM

Hi Emilie,
 
Thanks for presenting the Striped Bass Program in Annapolis this past week – it was a tough
audience, but you held your own – Good Job!     I am a light tackle sport fisherman, mostly catch &
release, fishing out of the Magothy River and Mid Chesapeake.
 
First and foremost - I support whatever regulations that help the Fish. 
 
Additionally      
 

1. I think that all of the Coastal States should have the same regulations.
2. It bothers me that Charter Boat patrons get to keep 2 fish and as a private boat owner, I only

get to keep 1.   I pay Annual Boat & Fishing License fees, and have the cost of boat, fuel, tackle
and insurance.  I spend a lot of money to the State and Fishing industry to go fishing – so I feel
that the creel limit should be the same.   A single fish limit is fine but it should be the same. 
My impact on the fish - is far less than a Charter Boat full of patrons, fishing every day,
sometime 2 to 3 trips per day.

3. I am also curious if the Dolphins, in the Chesapeake, are affecting the Striped Bass population
and not just overfishing.

 
I retired this past year, please let me know if you ever need volunteers for research assistance, I’m
very interested in the science.
 
 
Michael
 

Michael Pohuski
396 North Shore Rd
Pasadena, MD 21122
443 506 3467
michaelpohuski@verizon.net
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From: Patrick Love
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options
Date: Saturday, December 9, 2023 9:30:56 AM

To whom it may concern,

I am writing in favor of option B.1.  As a light tackle guide and recreational fisherman with
five children of my own, I want to see striped bass regulated in a robust way so future
generations have access to the resource.  I want a consistent catch number accross rec
fishermen (1 fish) and as many days as possible to catch and release fish.  This benefits
guides, tackle shops, boat and rod manufactures and...the fish! It is important that the resource
is accessible year round and that we use science to decide which practices will increase
mortality.  DNR's recent decision to close the first 15 days of May to targeting does not make
sense to me, release mortality in May is known to be very low in cool, salty oxygenated May
water.  The closing of the season in July to targeting makes sense to me, release mortality is
high in warm, fresh water.  Still, catch and release mortality will ALWAYS be lower than
catch and keep mortality as keep mortality is 100% and also includes release mortality, usually
at higher rates as the 2-fish captains are live lining spot.

I am a 41 year old Maryland Resident who has enjoyed fishing recreationally my whole life. 
Recently, I opened a guide company light tackle fishing in the Annapolis region.  Much of my
business consists in running camps for kids to affect the way future generations think about
the resource.  My company website can be found here backcreekcharters.com  .  I only bring
this up because, while I participate in the FACTS reporting system, I do not keep two fish per
client.  My clients know this up front, I believe it is a contradiction since, as a guide, I am
allowing recreational fishermen to access the resource, the rules for rec fishermen should all
be the same.  The slot should be small.  19-23" fish taste the best and cannot reproduce.  Even
10-14 year old kids understand this!   

I have seen the conditions for striped bass deteriorate year by year.  I have seen the live-line
fleet thin down resident populations.  This summer, while running fishing camp in July (open
season), there was a decent school of fish on the Severn River Bridge Pilings.  Three boats in
particular harvested two fish per client every day until the school was thinned down to short
fish.  They continued to drop spot on top of the school, catching many shorts to get the last
few fish possible.  This practice is happening throughout the bay.  It is irresponsible and needs
to stop.  We are putting too much pressure on the resource.

As a regulatory board who actually cares what the people think, I urge ASMFC to consider
option B.1.  With invasives, global warming, hypoxia, the over harvesting of menhaden in
Virginia waters and other factors contributing to 5 young of year classes at historic lows, it is
time to manage the fishery in a robust and consistent way.  Choose option b.1. and keep days
on the water open to fishermen who want to release fish to breed another day.  

Sincerely,
Capt'n Pat Love
Back Creek Charters
Annapolis, MD  
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From: Louis Licitra
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum ll
Date: Saturday, December 9, 2023 7:44:19 PM

   I live and fish in the Sandy Hook N J area. The Striper stock in this area is in great shape. Our estuaries , including
the Hudson and Raritan Rivers are vibrant. Our water quality is much improved. The Striper fishing has been great
for years.  There is no commercial fishing for Striped Bass in NJ. There are no reduction boats netting   Menhaden. 
There is an  abundance of Striped Bass  , and an abundance of   forage   for them  to feed on. Recreational fishermen
should be allowed a better opportunity to keep a Striper. One fish per angler ,28” to 38”. IE  the   former 
regulation’s.These regulations made sense for the fishermen and the fish ! Protecting young fish and the majority of
our breeding stock.       Thank You ,  Louis Licitra  ;  email-  licitralouis@gmail.com
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Ronald Wilhelm
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Rockfish 2024
Date: Saturday, December 9, 2023 9:22:16 PM

I’m a recreational angler who enjoys fishing for the rock . My biggest question is why dosent MD do something
about the commercial netting . I fish bear creek often a saw many dead fish  on surface in the nets there a that’s
ridicules. There must of been 100s of  cormorants sitting an diving eating
Fish everytime I went out anthose birds do nothing but eat small fish including rockfish . Md needs to address the
commercial industry as well as recreational anglers !! These commercial boat go out sometimes 3 or more times a
day with up to 15 or more people a those all get to keep 2 fish a day . This makes no sense to me . Wouldn’t it
benefit the rockfish if we somehow just paid the commercial netters a portion of there income from 2023 a stop the
netting ! I would be willing to pay $5 to 10 more for my license to help make this happed an I’m sure I’m not the
only one . We also need to limit commercial boat limits to 1 fish daily per angler .I do like the closing of
Susquehanna flats area for the entire early season . I would like to see a complete closure to trophy season in entire
Bay for a year just to see what effects it has on the juvenile striped bass populations. Those big cows are what we
need to spawn an bring this fishery back . I’d also like to try to see if we could open some type of hunting season on
the cormorants ! I really have no clue of any positive environmental impact that those bird have . 
     Thank You , Ron Wilhelm
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From: edtimmes@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 10, 2023 10:46:20 AM

For the Ocean Recreational Fishery Options, I prefer Option C since the overall reduction in mortality
is only 0.1% less than Option B (my second preference) and may benefit the for-hire operations.  
 
For the past two years I have fished primarily from for-hire vessels, although I have fished
occasionally from shore at the Fishing Beach at Sandy Hook and at the conjuncture of the Raritan
River and Raritan Bay by the Route 35 bridge. All my success has come on the for-hire vessels. My
experience has been that the for-hire personnel diligently apply the limits and try to educate the
uninformed of the requirements. I am not so sure, based on my observations, that all the private
fishermen apply them with the same level of diligence.
 
Finally, since you have implemented the no gaffing requirement, I suggest you implement a
restriction on the use of treble hooks on jigs and surface lures both for the safety of the fish and the
for-hire personnel. Treble hooks, especially dual treble configurations on surface lures, tend to
become caught in the net and pose a threat to the mate attempting to remove the fish and delays
the release of the fish.
 
In summary, Ocean Recreational Fishery Option C with a restriction on the use of dual treble hooks
on for-hire vessels is my recommendation.
 
   Ed Timmes
   182 Archangela Ave., Colonia, NJ 07067
   edtimmes@gmail.com 
   C: 732-259-7367
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From: Brett Briggs
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Sunday, December 10, 2023 10:47:34 AM

Please support option B. 

Restore fairness to fish bag limits and decrease striper harvests in a meaningful way.
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From: CARROLL MARSHALL
To: Comments
Subject: [External] The Rockfish Issue.
Date: Sunday, December 10, 2023 11:32:39 AM

Good Day,
I participate in the recreational and the charter fishery for striped bass in the
Chesapeake Bay.  As a charter captain, and owner of Tangier Sound Charters the
economic value of the Chesapeake Bay rockfish is of paramount importance.  Though
no one user group is responsible for the current status of this fishery, I do believe that
the recreational sector is, again, taking the brunt of the reduction.
Since recreational fishing is under the microscope and release mortality is a big issue,
I feel that your efforts are not focused correctly. Why allow live bait fishing in low
oxygen content and warm water which yields the highest mortality rate of all sectors
of recreational fishing.  Ban live bait fishing for stripers.
The non-targeting of stripers during closed seasons is also absurd as it pertains to
overall mortality reduction.  An extremely small number of recreational fishermen
participate in this fishery, and the overall mortality is miniscule.  Not allowing catch
and release fishing during closed season will have a tremendous negative impact on
the tackle shops, marinas, charter captains, and various other ancillary businesses
that depend on this participation in this fishery.  For no real gain in the health of the
fishery, greater harm is done to the local economies that depend on it most. 
Tangier Sound Charters is in support of option C2, with an additional ban on live bait
fishing for stripers.  We'd also like to see a 15% cut in commercial quotas effective
January 1.  
Thank you,
C.L. Marshall
Tangier Sound Charters
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From: Robert Bogan
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Fw: STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM
Date: Sunday, December 10, 2023 11:34:22 AM

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: captbogan <captbogan@aol.com>
To: "captbogan@aol.com" <captbogan@aol.com>
Sent: Sunday, December 10, 2023 at 11:18:12 AM EST
Subject: X

Dear ASMFC

As party and charter boat owners and operators, fervent striper anglers and concerned citizens intent on
preserving tourism along the Jersey Shore, we at Gambler Inc. implore you to make public comment to
the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission in support of Option C in Draft Addendum II to
Amendment 7 of the Interstate Fisheries Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass. 

Option C provides additional provisions allowing boats in the "for-hire" sector to retain a striped bass
from 28 to 33 inches and furthers the use of bonus tags to retain bass from 24 to 28 inches.

Thank you

Captain Robert Bogan
Owner/operator Gambler
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From: Warren Leber
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bsss draft addendum ll
Date: Sunday, December 10, 2023 12:10:08 PM

Sent from my iPhone
I fully support option c that allows boats for hire to keep 1 Striped Bass 28-32” and the use of bonus tags for fish 24-
28”
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From: Don Baribeau
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 10, 2023 1:47:20 PM

To The ASMFC:

    Thank you for the opportunity to express my opinion on changes to the final Striped Bass
Addendum II. The foundation for my comments are:
        - Conservation is required and the 14.5% reduction is the minimum as stock conditions
are much worse that projected in this addendum.
        - Management of the spawning stock (Chesapeake Bay) and primary larger size spawning
bass (primary commercial catch) must be the #1 priority.
        - Regulations based on uniform & simple rules increase self enforcement and law
enforcement as well as educational opportunity.
        - Recreational anglers and charter anglers are basically the same and should be under the
same rules.
        - Commercial fisherman quota reduction must be the same as recreational & charter
anglers (uniform & simple rules)
       
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options.
     I support Option B, 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 season (all modes).
    Protecting the stock is the only priority. Uniform 28’ to 31’ slot size regulation in all modes
but the Chesapeake Bay (see 3.1.2) would eliminate confusion to legal slot size and aid
enforcement efforts.
 A major consideration based on the data I reviewed, managing the stock will be an ongoing
challenge requiring rapid adjustment based on the latest information. Simple rules will speed
compliance
 and reduce confusion when enacted.   

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options.
     I support Option B2 at 1 fish at 19” to 24”.
   Protecting the stock is the only priority. It is logical based on the spawning and migration
cycle to have an appropriate slot size that also achieves the 14.5% reduction.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification.
     I support Option B2. 
    All recreational anglers should operate under the same regulations and I do not support
Options C1 or C2, if either of these options are selected then Option B should be used.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements.
    I support Option B2.
    Protecting the stock is the only priority. This gives law enforcement the ability to ensure
compliance with regulations.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options. 
    I support Option B2. 

mailto:don.baribeau@gmail.com
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    Protecting the stock is the only priority. This will align the commercial quota reduction to
the recreational & charter anglers to 14.5%. Again this would keep everyone the same for the
minimum reduction required. Commercial fishermen argument that their living depends on
how much they catch is a real issue. However if you believe that this is not a one time but
really a longterm issue then limited action today will accelerate the problem in the near and
long term. The logical conclusion is many would go out of business or see a major reduction
in their net income. It is in their best interest to accept this and act today to protect the stock
and their future income.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment. 
    I support Option B2.
  Protecting the stock is the only priority. The ASMFC Board requires quick response
authority to take action. This should be limited to stock assessment data when the projection is
that the stock will not meet the rebuild probability.

   I appreciate your time to consider my responses. If you have any questions please reach out
to me.

Best Regards,

Donald Baribeau
PISM Member
603-508-2878
don.baribeau@gmail.com
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From: Cindy & Nick Anderson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 10, 2023 2:50:50 PM

Good afternoon,
I greatly appreciate the ASMFC’s willingness to accept comments to inform your
upcoming decision regarding Striped Bass recreational options in the Bay. As a
recreational fisherman, I understand the necessity behind this decision. I feel like
either B2 or B3 are the best options to reduce overall mortality while retaining harvest
opportunities for fishermen. 

Allowing charters to retain 2 fish per customer in the C options does not seem like a
wise decision. I recognize that the slot size decreases in this scenario, but the charter
fleet knows how to get on fish much better than most recreational fishermen and will
have much greater success rates. Also, it seems a bit unfair that an average charter
customer, who pays a few bucks to catch fish and drink with buddies, gets more
opportunity to keep fish than recreational anglers who arguably have much more
respect for the fishery. 

Lastly, we can change slot sizes and catch limits up to and including a full
moratorium, but it’s not going to solve the much bigger problem we’re facing in overall
habitat condition. The AFMSC, along with state and federal conservation partners,
must look at this problem holistically and do more to tackle the issues of water runoff
and invasive species (catfish and snakehead, specifically) in addition to limiting
catch. 

Thank you again for allowing me this opportunity to provide input, and thank you for
all that you do to conserve this amazing species. God bless.

Regards,
Nick Anderson

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Tom Hughes
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Sunday, December 10, 2023 3:37:01 PM
Importance: High

I would to thank all those who worked on the Striped Bass Draft Addendum II.

 I support all portions of the coast wide fishery implementing at least a 14.5%
reduction in fishing mortality for 2024, and the Board to focus on meaningful
reductions in mortality as future assessments require.

For Addendum II I support the following specific options:

Recreational Coast: Option B - Status Quo 28-31” for all fisheries. (14.1%)
Recreational Bay: Option B1 19-23”(22.4% reduction)
Commercial: 14.5% reduction in quota
Board Response:   B. Board Action. 
Implementation dates:  ASAP

Sincerely,

Capt. Tom Hughes
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From: Jesse Howe
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass input
Date: Sunday, December 10, 2023 4:11:46 PM

For Addendum II I support the following specific options:

Recreational Coast: Option B - Status Quo 28-31” for all fisheries. (14.1%)
Recreational Bay: Option B3
Commercial: 14.5% reduction in quota
Board Response:   B. Board Action. 
Implementation dates:  ASAP

Thanks,
Jesse Howe
Assistant Director - CCA MD
https://www.joincca.org/
Join the Great Chesapeake Invasives Count 
CCA MD Link Tree
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From: jps0886@gmail.com
To: Comments
Cc: "Irene Sabatelli"
Subject: [External] RE: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 10, 2023 4:54:36 PM

Dear Emilie,
 
I have been writing about this for the past 10 plus years and unfortunately we continue down the
same path where not enough is being done to increase the numbers of striped bass.  We continue to
listen to those that continue to follow an old, unsustainable business model whereas their belief is
that people only fish so they can eat the fish they catch and give away any extra away.  If that were
true, I don’t think Tarpon fishing would be as successful as it is since most people do not eat them.
 
Unfortunately, this has been one of my worst seasons that I can remember and definitely my worst
Fall.  Below are some of my statistics.  I understand some people have had a great year.  However,
that fishing was done offshore and in Raritan Bay and not in my local waters off the south shore of
Nassau county.  Most of the striped bass I caught were in the slot range which I attribute to the
strong 2015 year class which the slot restrictions did a very poor job of protecting.  What’s even
more concerning are the lack of small fish that I have caught which is also reflected in the very poor
Chesapeake Bay YOY index over the past 5 years.  Things are going to get much worse before they
get better and I am pretty certain even more restrictive measures will be needed in the not too
distance feature.  Due to the extremely poor fishing I have had this year and the expected very poor
fishing due to the very low YOY index, I am in favor of Option B which is estimated to have the
greatest decrease in harvest.
 
For the life of me I cannot understand why we continue to protect a group that most are already
retired, collecting state pension that are more than my annual income while I go to work every day
and I have three degrees.  No one protected my job when I got laid off a number of years ago. 
Additionally, they don’t seem to have the foresight to comprehend that the more striped bass that
there are, the better off all stakeholders will be, especially them.  The more striped bass available,
the more people will get into and most likely use their services.  E.g. my nephew hardly goes
anymore and I go about a third of the time I used to go since there are so little around my local
waters.  Less trips equate to less fishing related expenditures and less trips taken.
 
Thanks,
James Sabatelli
 
2023 Statistics

31 Fish caught
16 Trips caught fish
21 Nothing caught
37 Total Trips

0.43 % of time caught fish
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From: David Dickerson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Sunday, December 10, 2023 5:58:38 PM

I support actions to reduce fishing mortality across all user groups in 2024, and
for the board to remain focused on rebuilding the coast wide population to
target biomass levels.

Recreational Coast: Option B – Status Quo 28-31” for all fisheries.
(14.1%)
Recreational Bay: Option B1 19-23”(22.4% reduction)  or  B2 – 19-24”
(15.9% reduction).
Commercial: 14.5% reduction in quota
Board Response:   B. Board Action. 
Implementation dates:  ASAP.

Cell: (301) 793-2001
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From: Ryan Crist
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 10, 2023 6:08:05 PM

Hi,

In regards to recreational Chesapeake Bay Options:

I fish the middle bay roughly 50 days a year recreationally. My preferred options are B1 or
B2, though my most preferred approach is Catch & Release artificial lures only for all anglers,
private and chartered.

Thank you,
Ryan Crist
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From: Andrew Trostle
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Sunday, December 10, 2023 10:50:28 PM

Good Evening,
I wanted to take a minute to submit my comments to the board after being unable to attend the
in person meeting last week in Annapolis.

As an avid angler and father of two boys who are just now getting into fishing I support all
portions of the coast wide fishery implementing at least a 14.5% reduction in fishing mortality
for 2024.  It’s been disappointing to watch my home state (Maryland) game the system year
after year through conservation equivalency measures aimed at keeping the commercial and
charter sectors “whole” despite year after year seeing decreasing fishery (YOY indexes etc.
support this).  The problem never should have been commercial vs. charter vs. recreational as
it’s been made here in Maryland, but instead one where anyone who “takes” from the resource
is responsible for its future survival.  That is where I hope that ASFMC can help to restore the
balance.

For Addendum II I support the Recreational Coast Option B1 which institutes a 22.4%
reduction and helps realign the charter and recreational angler as one, while offering the best
chance at recovery for the resource.  Second to this option I would support option B2 19”-24”
slot.  The current division of charters and rec anglers has infighting at the highest I’ve ever
seen.  Charters are criminalizing catch and release fishing and recreational anglers are doing
the same for catch and kill.  The resource is in dire straights and we should all be doing what
we can to give it the best chance for my sons to enjoy the sport the same way we all have in
years past.  Slot limits work (Redfish recovery, Cobia, etc. have shown their effectiveness),
but in my opinion it’s important that we also work to realign our anglers behind a common
goal vs. continue down our current path.

Lastly, these measures only work if there isn’t a large commercial take to counter any positive
progress made.  As much as I’d love to see Striped Bass made a game fish, I’d ask that the
same 14.5% reduction in quota be applied to the commercial fisherman.  I’m not looking to
see anyone lose their jobs, and frankly I’d support an increase in license fees to stipend them if
that’s what it would take, but I think moving forward anyone who supports the resource
should all give in an equal fashion to get things back to where they once were.

Thanks for the efforts and emergency measures you’ve already taken to invest in the future of
our resource, and I hope the board can take action as soon as possible to get turn the course of
our future fishery. 

Sincerely,

Andrew Trostle
301-525-9682 (cell)
trostle.andrew@gmail.com
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From: Steve Spinelli
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass
Date: Monday, December 11, 2023 8:07:11 AM

I’m a cheater boat in Belmar and I favor option C to allow my passengers to harvest and retain striped bass. Thanks
Captain Steve Spinelli
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:skylarkercharters@icloud.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Robert Lombardi
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 11, 2023 8:21:03 AM

Recreational Bay Options
I support B1. 
*Provides the most protection to rebuild the fishery
*NO "trophy season"
*Close the hot water months
*Fully support Catch & Release

Thanks, Bob Lombardi
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From: Nicholas Eliason
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass addendum ll
Date: Monday, December 11, 2023 8:38:15 AM

Good morning. I’m writing this email to hopefully have my opinion heard as a recreational fisherman on the
Chesapeake bay.  Specifically , to express my support for option B2 regarding recreational bay options for striped
bass for the 2024 season.
Thank you for your time and consideration

Nick Eliason
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Kevin Thomas
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS ADDENDUM II
Date: Monday, December 11, 2023 8:57:42 AM

Recreational Bay Options - Option B4

-- 
Regards and God Bless America,

Kevin Thomas
thoma2kr@gmail.com
Mobile: 410-353-1970
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From: uwishufish@yahoo.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 11, 2023 11:13:26 AM

To whom it may concern. I am a Md. Commercial Fisherman and have served on the Md.
Striped Bass Work Group for about 20 years, we have worked diligently with Md. DNR to
help make the Md. Commercial Striped Bass fishery one of (if not the most accountable)
fishery on the east coast. I would like to encourage the commission to take NO action on the
Md. Commercial Striped Bass fishery in this matter. Clearly the commercial fishery in
Maryland isn't the culprit for several very important reasons. Maryland's commercial industry
took a 23+% cut several years ago these are REAL numbers. Md. is the only state that has an
ITQ system with  92+% accountability. There is no other fishing group on the east coast that
has taken anywhere close to the steps the Maryland commercial fishery has taken to be
accountable. Taking another 14.5% cut at this time would get the commercial fishery near
40% in about 10 years that's excessive considering the "lackluster"  job all other groups have
done to not only bring their catch rates within the parameters set by the commission, but also
cut their incredible amount of release mortality to acceptable levels. Release Mortality is
clearly the culprit here, this just isn't an issue in Maryland's commercial Fishery. The
commercial fishery sets quota aside that more than accounts for release mortality.  Maryland
also under allocates by about 3% this would more than account for any extra release mortality
that could possibly occur. In closing the Maryland commercial fishery is by far the most
accountable fishery on the east coast, cutting them again would just be plain wrong. Especially
since other user groups have not even met the goals previously  set for them by the
commission. Until other user groups take steps to increase accountability, and decrease
excessive release mortality I think taking from the group that has worked the most, would just
be embarrassing.
Thank You,
Burl Lews
Md. Commercial Fisherman

Sent from Yahoo Mail - Shop Smart, Shop Organized

mailto:uwishufish@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=NativePlacement&c=Global_Acquisition_YMktg_315_EmailSignatureGrowth_SentfromYahooMailShopSmart,ShopOrganized&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=Global_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100000945&af_sub5=ShopSmartOrganized__Static_


From: Jack Creighton
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Subject line: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 11, 2023 1:51:26 PM

Dear Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission:

I'd like to start by thanking you for allowing us to attend the public forums and for accepting
public comments. I most recently attended the hearing in Bourne at the MA Maritime
Academy with twelve other members of the Cape Cod Salties Sportfishing Club members. I
live on Bass River in South Yarmouth, MA and recently completed a ten-year stint as
president of the Cape Cod Salties. I also belong to the Martha's Vineyard Surfcasters, MA
Striped Bass Association, and RISAA.

As you know, the problem starts and ends at the Chesapeake. The last five years lowest young
of year ever put some of those fish in the to-be-kept bracket in the Chesapeake. We all know
the 2015 class was probably in the slot limit of 28" to 31" up and down the rest of the coast.
With the warm water in the Chesapeake, we have to call on all the states in ASMFC to work
as one unit to try to save the striped bass. Here are my recommendations on the draft
addendum.

3.1.1: Ocean Recreational Option -- Option B, one fish at 28"-31" with 2022 seasons (all
modes)

3.1.2: Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options -- Option B - one fish at 19"-23" across
all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons

3.1.3: For-Hire Management Clarification -- Option A - Status Quo

3.1.4: Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements -- Option A - Status Quo

3.2.1: Commercial Quota Reduction Options -- Option B - with up to a 14.5% reduction to
both ocean commercial fisheries and Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries

3.3: Response to Stock Assessment Updates -- Option B - Board Action

In conclusion, I feel it is imperative that the states all work together and encourage NOAA,
because of the warm water issue, to see whether the fish could possibly be using other areas
for their egg deposits. I will continue to do the scale program here in MA, but I will make
every effort not to keep a slot limit striped bass as my small contribution.

"Let 'em go! Let 'em grow!"

Sincerely,

Jack Creighton
10 Homer Ave.
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 
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From: roughwater@juno.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 11, 2023 1:55:09 PM

In regard to Striped Bass Draft Addendum II, I do not believe the commercial sector should
take reductions. The commercial sector is held to a high standard of accountability and only
accounts for a small portion of the Coastwide harvest. Reductions should be done fairly and
equitably. It is certainly not equitable for the commercial sector to take a reduction. 
Simon Dean
Calvert County Watermen's Association, President
Maryland
301-672-5340
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From: Greg O"Driscoll
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Conservation of Striped Bass
Date: Monday, December 11, 2023 2:45:43 PM

I feel strongly about banning gill netting of striped bass. I experienced attacks on gill nets less than a mile off shore in Montauk ny. I assume these attacks were seals or sharks. I also have photo evidence of this. I can provide it. I reeled in this gill net piece with this 29” bass in it. This fish would probably have died but I was able to cut the net and revive it for release. Something broke that piece of net off the line. This is inexcusable. 
Sent from my iPad
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From: Christopher Terrell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 11, 2023 3:00:41 PM

 I am strongly in favor of ammendment B1. We need to save these fish. I also hope striped
bass can be categorized as a sport fish to stop the commercial harvest but that topic is for
another day. Thank you. 
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From: Robert Willis
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Monday, December 11, 2023 3:39:23 PM

I have all ready sent in my vote but also wanted to comment that after the season ends in Dec. all
catch and release need to stop. They need to give the fish a break and stop harassing them. They are
removing those big fish out of the water , removing their protective slim just to give them a big hug
and take a picture.they swim away but are strested and could die . its not worth it.
 
Thank you
Robert Willis
 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
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From: Kim Lim
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 11, 2023 6:55:11 PM

I promise a joke at the end of the rambling…

Its obvious recreational fisherman have a harder
time harvesting fish compared to charters.  It makes no sense in allowing charters to have double the harvest when
their likelihood/frequency of harvesting is much higher. The limits should be the opposite.  Recreational get 2 fish
and charters get 1.  Rec fisherman spend hundreds of dollars for that 1 fish.  And now you want to cap the size lower
than 31”?  Someone is using fuzzy math.

Let’s flip the limits to 2 for Rec and 1 for Charter for two seasons and keep the size limits same as 2022.  How can
we blame Rec fishing if we are too scared to cap the Charters/commercial fishing instead as a test.  You can’t keep
doing the same thing every year (favoring charters and commercial fishing) and expect different results.  I think
people don’t want to let the secret out because they won’t be able to blame the Rec fishing after they see the
numbers.

I call this option F1, “flip them 1”…lol.   Or, I can live with option B4 “before another mistake”.

Kim
Screaming in silence!
(Rec fishing 2-3 times/week…and keeping my ridiculous (1) fish @ $100-$125/fish after expenses)
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From: Cole Riback
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass
Date: Monday, December 11, 2023 7:15:43 PM

I am in support of option C. 

Option C provides additional provisions allowing boats in the "for-hire" sector to retain
a striped bass from 28 to 33 inches and furthers the use of bonus tags to retain bass
from 24 to 28 inches.
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From: Brian Sittlow
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 11, 2023 7:15:48 PM

ASMFC,

I vigorously support the most conservative measures proposed in the Striped Bass Draft
Addendum II to limit the amount of recreational and commercial harvest across the entire
fishery.  We need to rebuild the dwindling stock.

Specifically:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons
(all modes).  We need to protect the last remaining strong spawning year-class
(2015).
 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across
all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. The 23” max will add a layer of
protection for the average 2017- and 2018-year classes which will still have some
presence in the bay. The current maximum size in MD would still allow harvest of
these valuable fish.
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to
both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action. 
Thank you for allowing the public to comment on our fishery.

All the best,
Brian Sittlow
Westerly, RI
USA
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From: jared.d.vaughn@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 11, 2023 7:28:50 PM
Importance: High

Good Evening,
              I would like to submit my feedback on the options for the addendum II options in relation to
striped bass conservation. I had the opportunity to listen to the NH webinar this evening and was
truly moved by the feedback of many anglers from across the North East. I agree 100% that the level
of conservation that needs to occur is to the greatest effect possible. We are playing a game of
catchup at this point and while I agree with the science and statistics of it all as an engineer, I also
know that often times the reality is with environmental related items the impacts take years to show
up. There was mention of 50% or less probability of achieving the 2029 goal with today’s plan and
that is saddening. To think 50% is good enough is abhorrent.
 
              I recommend that the board vote B on all options with the exception of B1 for the
Chesapeake Bay fishery. Additionally, I advise that the board take the highest level of action above
and beyond these specific options where possible.
 
              Thank you for your effort in leading this discussion and thank you for your time.
 
Regards,
Jared Vaughn
Stratham, NH
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From: Barry Woods
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 7:18:48 AM

Dear ASMFC Board Members-

We have experienced 5 straight years of subpar YOY Index findings for the East Coast’s
primary breeding area of striped bass.  You should be ashamed of your performance to date. If
you were in the private sector, and this was your KPI (Key Performance Indicator) for
measuring job performance, you would all be fired.  Unfortunately those of us who are at your
mercy must endure the next round of failures until you finally see the handwriting on the wall
and set a recreational and commercial moratorium.

As a rec fishermen for 50 plus years, living in Maine and fishing the NE coast, I will likely
NOT be alive to see the recovery of this fishery. That is a heavy thought but it is true.  My
disdain for your collective selfishness is at it’s highest point in my history of submitting
comments. You should feel shame and embarrassment at the legacy you are leaving the next
generation of fishermen, never mind those of us currently alive with an actual experience of
seeing this fishery when it was vital and healthy.

So, I hold my nose and recommend that you vote with limited options available the following
way.  When the next study reveals how unsuccessful this path will also be I hope you submit
your resignations along with the passage of a moratorium.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B—1-fish at 28 to 31″
with 2022 seasons (all modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B1—Apply a
standard minimum size limit, maximum size limit, and bag limit to the Bay
jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons. The minimum size shall be 19” and the bag limit 1 fish.
Maximum size limit of 23”.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are
selected): Support Option B—For-hire management measures apply only to patrons
during a for-hire trip; captain and crew during a for-hire trip are subject to the private
vessel/shore angler limits.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: Support Option B—For
states that authorize at-sea/shore-side filleting of striped bass, establish minimum
requirements, including requirements for: racks to be retained; skin to be left intact;
and possession to be limited to no more than two fillets per legal fish. States should
consider including language about when and where racks may be disposed of,
specific to each mode allowed to fillet at-sea/shore.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Support Option B—The ocean
commercial fisheries and/or Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries will be managed
by quotas representing up to a 14.5% reduction from their 2022 quotas with their
2022 size limits. The Board will select the specific percent reduction between zero
and 14.5%.
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3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Support Option B—The Board could respond
via Board action where the Board could change management measures by voting to
pass a motion at a Board meeting instead of developing an addendum or amendment
and different from the emergency action process.

With deep regret,
Barry Woods



From: Jenna Kamp
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 11:05:39 AM

Hi,

I am writing to give comment on Recreational Bay Options for the upcoming season. I have
reviewed the proposed options and feel that option B2 would be the best. It is absolutely
crucial that charter boats and recreational fisherman have the same regulations going
forward, as both parties significantly impact the fishery. 
Mortality of the fish caught during the warm summer months must also be addressed. A longer
summer closure would be beneficial. In Maryland, the season closes mid-end of July. A
summer closure from mid July through September would have a much more positive impact
by allowing time for waters to begin to cool.
Providing more stringent criteria on how the fish are caught is also necessary. Restricting
planer board use and limiting the number of rods being used will also provide an additional
layer of protection for the fishery. 

I greatly appreciate the work being done here and am thankful to be able to give comment.

Best, 
Jenna Kamp
Maryland
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From: Carol Kamp
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Adendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 11:09:42 AM

This response is in regards to recreational bay options for the upcoming season.  Option B-2 is
my preferred option.  I also feel that in  Maryland when the season closes in mid July, it
should stay closed until September 1 when the bay water temperatures are at their highest. 
There should also not be any planer boards used and only boat rods for both private and
charter boats when trolling. I also feel that Charter boats should only be allowed one fishing
trip a day instead of two or more. After fishing the bay for over 30 years, I have noticed the
decline in the fishery.  It is way past time to do something to resolve this. Thank you.

Mike Kamp
Rock Hall, MD
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From: Chris Kirk
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 11:40:54 AM

I am voicing my opinion that option B, 28-31” all modes is the best option.

Thank you,

Chris Kirk
175 Weed Ln
Elkton, MD 21921
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Chris Kirk
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Re: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 11:49:46 AM

Sorry, to clarify this opinion is for ocean fishing.  For Chesapeake bay I like option B1.

For commercial reductions I like option B.

Thanks again,
Chris Kirk
Sent from my iPhone

> On Dec 12, 2023, at 11:40 AM, Chris Kirk <chriskirk83@gmail.com> wrote:
>
> I am voicing my opinion that option B, 28-31” all modes is the best option.
>
> Thank you,
>
> Chris Kirk
> 175 Weed Ln
> Elkton, MD 21921
> Sent from my iPhone

mailto:chriskirk83@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Don Pirro
To: Comments
Cc: Patrick Geer; INGRID BRAUN
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 12:03:15 PM

To:  Emilie Franke and the ASMFC Striped Bass Commissioners

I am a resident of Virginia and an avid angler fishing for striped bass in the Chesapeake Bay,
Potomac River, as well as the coast of NJ and RI.  I am also a member of Coastal
Conservation Association.    I have reviewed the Striped Bass Draft Addendum II in detail,
have participated (listened only as no way to give online input) in the Virginia YouTube
Public Hearing and am offering my comments and recommendations regarding this
Addendum.

For the future, I recommend that all states be required to hold all public striped bass
hearings online (ex. Zoom or Webinar) with 2-way communication available as it is not
feasible for all people to drive 4 hrs. to participate in in-person hearings.  One way
communication like YouTube does not cut it if this is truly a public hearing.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options (all jurisdictions)
I support Option B which maintains the current emergency action slot limit of 28-31".  I am
disappointed that there were no options available that meet the 14.5% reduction goal as all
options fell short of this goal.  Having fished extensively in NJ the last few falls on party/head
boats and charters, I can attest that there is no need whatsoever for Options C or E that have
seperate for-hire limits.  The Captains have readily admitted they have no issue getting their
limits for customers and the emergency action in place has not harmed their business.  For the
future, ASMFC should consider estimating the harvest by state (as they are not equal) and
looking at restrictions by state.  From experience, as an example, the number and poundage of
striped bass taken from NJ has to be the greatest based on fishing pressure and fish taken that I
see and perhaps should have more stringent restrictions (ex. specific season closures?).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options (MD, PRFC, DC and VA)
I support Option B2 (having one set of bag limits for everyone ) but would also support
Option C2 for a one year (2024) period as a transition year for the for-hire trade if
indeed it is deemed a hardship for these businesses as I suspect.  While I applaud the move
to having common management of the bay/Potomac, I feel this Addendum is only taking
"baby steps" in this regard. With the primary purpose of this Addendum being to reduce
striped bass mortality, I feel ASMFC has missed the boat big time in the bay/river by not
including season restrictions to better manage mortality.  The highest mortality rate in the
bay/river occurs during the summer season (July/Aug) as high water temperatures (80F+), low
oxygen levels, and the common method using gut hooking bait (livelining/chunking) greatly
affects these fish as seen by many floaters (dead fish).  Virginia currently does not have a
summer season and at the least, MD and the Potomac should shut down this fishery in
July/August.  ASMFC regularly uses size/bag limit/season to manage all fisheries but really
missed an opportunity in the bay here by not having an Option that included a shorter season
during the summer.  Lastly I would have preferred to see a 20" minimum (current VA and
PRFC reg) vs. a 19" minimum (MD reg).  There is a big difference in filet size of a 20" vs 19"
fish in the bay and no one who spends $175-$200 a person on a for-hire boat wants to take
home just one small 19" fish (at least make it a meal).  
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3.2.1 Commercial Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quota Reduction Options
Although this option is not listed in Addendum II, I would like to see a 14.5% reduction
in harvest for the commercial trade vs. 2022 harvest numbers.  Option B comes close for
the ocean but this option allows the quota for the bay to increase (why???) vs. 2022 harvest
and the bay accounts for 75% of the overall commercial harvest managed by ASMFC.  If
Options A or B are approved we could actually see an increase in overall harvest vs. 2022
(because of the bay quota) which will be far from achieving the 14.5% reduction goal! 
Additionally I would like to see a commercial maximum size limit of 31" in the ocean and bay
become the same as the recreational fishery.  We need to let the large female breeders live as
they are the future for this fishery.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates
I support Option A which still allows a public hearing period.  I would like
ASFMC commissioners to act swiftly with fast implementation timelines such as the
emergency action that was implemented this year.  Even before 2024 Stock Assessment
Results are available in 2024, ASMFC should have ready plans to implement based on a good,
a bad, or a stable result. We need Board action management in January 2025 for the 2025
season.

Future Management of Striped Bass
I would like to see ASMFC become more proactive vs reactive as today action is taken based
on individual year's stock assessment.  Commissioners really need to address the real issue
(which is the "elephant in the room") which is poor recruitment and should come up with a
plan to aid in the recruitment process.  Just waiting and praying for mother nature to provide
the right conditions for spawning success (ex. cold winter water temps and high early spring
water flow/rain) is not a plan.  This may never happen especially with global warming which
appears to be real.  We should start thinking about funding hatcheries, creating artificial
spawning areas with the right environmental conditions, providing plankton food sources in
the rivers at the right time or other viable means of aiding or improving recruitment.  Right
now this fishery is in a death spiral and management efforts like Addendum II are just slowing
the spiral as we need real measures to address the poor recruitment issue.  This involves much
more strategic thinking vs. staying the course of tactical action (more restrictions).

Happy Holidays,
Don Pirro
Centreville, VA



From: John Hodges
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 12:51:55 PM

Recreational Bay Options-
I support option B4 due to its lower mortality rate

Regards 
John Hodges
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From: Michael Shepherd
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 1:27:02 PM

From Mike Shepherd:
Sheponfishing@yahoo.com
609-350-0388
I write the Shep on Fishing weekly column in The Press of Atlantic City and have an hour-long live radio program
Shep Talking Fishing on Air 7 a.m. Saturday on WOND plus three times a week reports daily.
I have many contacts in the South Jersey fishing community both stakeholders and just plain fishers like myself.
I am emphatically recommending allowing two striped bass daily measuring from 18 inches to either 24 or 26 inches
plus a bonus tag allowance of one fish longer than 40 inches that can be renewed after being used.
My educated and experienced fish contacts know that striped bass measuring more than 28 inches are prime female
spawners so taking big fish will be a major decimation.
Thanks for your consideration!

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Connolly, David M
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 1:42:43 PM

Regarding Recreational Bay Options:
 
As an avid recreational angler with two sons that fish with me extensively, I would like to
voice our support for option B1 or B2 and further, any “B” option as oppose to A or C.  It is
time to end the 2 fish limit for charters and most importantly, reduce commercial harvest. 
Reducing the quota is a weak-minded backhand solution as the fishery hasn’t even been
reaching the full quota.  The use of nets needs to be eliminated at least until the striped
bass population has fully recovered.  This is not rocket science.  Please take these important
steps to avoid a full blown moratorium again.
 
Thank you,
David Connolly
Centreville, Maryland
 
 
Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated does not accept buy, sell or other transaction orders by e-
mail, or any instructions by e-mail that require a signature. This e-mail message, and any
attachment(s), is not an offer, or solicitation of an offer, to buy or sell any security or other
product. Unless otherwise specifically indicated, information contained in this communication
is not an official confirmation of any transaction or an official statement of Baird. The
information provided is subject to change without notice. This e-mail may contain privileged
or confidential information or may otherwise be protected by law, rule or regulation. Any use,
copying or distribution of the information contained in this e-mail by persons or entities other
than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact the
sender, and delete the material from any computer on which it exists. Baird, in accordance
with applicable law, reserves the right to monitor, review and retain all electronic
communications, including e-mails, traveling through its networks and systems. E-mail
transmissions cannot be guaranteed to be secure, timely or error-free. Baird therefore
recommends that you do not send any sensitive information such as account or personal
identification numbers by e-mail.

Please click here <https://www.bairdwealth.com/globalassets/pdfs/help/consolidated-report-
disclosure.pdf> for important information about any client reports you receive.
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From: Patrick @ Old Maine Outfitters
To: Comments
Cc: Joe Cimino; KRISTOPHER M KUHN; Justin Davis; JOHN CLARK; Jason E. Mcnamee; John Maniscalco; MIKE

ARMSTRONG; MICHAEL LUISI; Cheri.A.Patterson@wildlife.nh.gov; Patrick Geer; INGRID BRAUN; Daniel Ryan;
Megan Ware; Patrick Keliher; Jessica Best; Emilie Franke

Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 3:53:56 PM

Hi,

Thanks again for taking public comment on these issues. I just want to stress how important
taking a hard stance to revert the path of striped bass is. You all know well - they are in dire
shape, and there are no good year classes to lean on anymore. When these fish get wiped out
there literally will be nothing left to fill their void. The ASMFC can either be the heroes here
and do the right thing for bass and businesses up and down the east coast...or you can be the
villains that despite all the data, didn’t do enough and flattened an industry or worse, a species.
As a small business owner based in the fishing industry in Maine, I rely heavily on the
abundance of striped bass. I know all the different sectors say that, but there is one difference
... the commercial and catch and kill charters will adapt and will be fine - if the entire species
gets wiped out, no one will. Please take a hard stance. It's now or never. A Moratorium isn’t
on this docket, but keep it in the back of your mind - when the 2024 numbers come out and
when we realize the ramifications of NOAAs overestimation it might be the only thing that
can save us. I truly believe that this is our last shot. These 2024 measures in Addendum II
aren't going to do enough - you all know that, but hopefully you all gain the ability to take
emergency action and can pass some legislation that will save striped bass. We are ALL
counting on you all to do the right thing for us, and the fish.

With that, I’m voicing my opinions for the following:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B - 1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes). We need to keep the current measures in place and not allow split modes. Now
is not the time to change regulations to allow more fish to be killed.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1 - 1 fish at 19-23” across all
CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 season. We need to protect the fish that are still
in the bay because after 5 consecutive years of terrible spawning, there isn’t anymore
coming. No mode splits - If you give them a too fish limit, they would kill more fish
then the entire coast-wide total. How could we possibly consider doubling harvest at a
time like this?

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to
both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas. It's not going to do anything since they
can’t currently meet their quota due to lack of fish anyway…but its principal.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B - Board Action. This is so important! We
are all counting on you to make actual MEANINGFUL changes that will save striped
bass once the 2024 stock assessment comes out. A 50% chance of saving striped bass
should not be acceptable.

We need you all more than ever to do the right thing! Please!
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Thank you for your time. 

Patrick Rudman
26 Bellevue Ave, South Portland ME, 04106
41103 Knight Rd, Leonardtown, MD, 20650
-- 

Patrick Rudman
www.oldmaineoutfitters.com

http://www.oldmaineoutfitters.com/


From: Kevin Eichinger
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 4:57:26 PM

Hi - I just wanted to register my support for "Option B"  in the ASMFC Draft Addendum II. 
Protecting the fishery is critical, and option B seems to be the best way to get back on track in
2024.

Thanks,
Kevin

-- 

Virus-free.www.avg.com
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From: Tom Kapusta
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 5:26:52 PM

Being a striper fisherman in the northeast for over 30 years I have witnessed the decline in the populations,
especially the fish from the Chesapeake.

Concerning Draft Amendment II I am in favor of the following to protect current spawning stocks:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31"  The recreation sector, both private and charter
should be managed under the same regulations.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23”

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and Chesapeake
Bay Quotas

Thank You,
Tom Kapusta
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From: Herb Floyd
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 5:31:27 PM

I would like to submit comments regarding "Recreational Bay Options". Thank you for
the privilege to submit my comments for such an important issue. I am a Maryland
native resident that has been buying a fishing license for more than 50 years and
have been enjoying recreational fishing since I was 12 years old. 
I support Option B3 but will be satisfied with any of the Option B choices. I do not
support Option A because there's no maximum size which allows for harvesting the
large female breeder fish. I also do not support either of the Option C choices which
has been partially in place the last two years. This seems to be an economical option
to support the for-hire charter boat industry and not an option to protect the striped
bass. 
In addition, I STRONGLY RECOMMEND the ASMFC ban the use of treble hooks on
all artificial baits/lures and require they be replaced with in-line single replacement
hooks. 
Lastly, I STRONGLY RECOMMEND all states in the Mid-Atlantic region follow the
same regulation as proposed in Addendum II. The New England states seem to be
allowed to harvest the large female striped bass all summer and fall that migrate to
their waters after spawning in the Chesapeake Bay.   
Thanks again for allowing me to submit my comments and for listening to our
concerns for this precious fishery. 
Sincerely,
Herb Floyd Jr. 

mailto:storyteller56@comcast.net
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From: G2W2
To: Comments
Subject: Fw: [External] Striped bass
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 5:35:16 PM

From: Jonathan Griffiths <jonandrewgriffiths@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 5:06 PM
To: G2W2
Subject: [External] Striped bass
 
Hello, 

I am a fly fishing/light guide for striped bass in the Chesapeake bay and Washington DC on the
Potomac.  I support less harvest but want to be able to catch and release these fish as often as
possible and hope that catch and release angling is permitted for myself and clients during the
cooler months of winter and early spring.  Catch and release mortality is near zero in water
temps below 65 degrees. 

Sincerely 
Captain 
Jonathan Griffiths 
301-717-3878

mailto:G2W2@asmfc.org
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From: Albano, Albert
To: Comments
Cc: Emilie Franke
Subject: [External] Comments to Draft Addendum 2 to Amendment 7 - Striped Bass
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 6:44:09 PM

Hello Ms. Franke and ASMFC,
 
My name is Albert Albano.  I attended the recent public hearing on Addendum 2 located at the
NYSDEC offices at Kings Park, NY. During the meeting I spoke some comments, but did not
specifically identify my preferred options for the Addendum.  Below, I’ve indicated my preferences. 
Please note that before walking into the meeting, I was “of the mind” to accept Option C for the
Recreational Fishery, whereby the For Hire group would be given a larger slot range.  But after
hearing their “coordinated” talking points during the meeting, I’ve reconsidered and have selected
Option B for that item.  After leaving the meeting, there were three things that frustrated me.
 

1. All the captains at that meeting were older than I am.  So there is no question they
experienced the height of the fishery from the early 2000s.  For them to pretend that the
current fishery is anything like what it was back then is ridiculous.  Flat out lies. 

 
2. Secondly, we all know that these captains greatly enjoyed the period of time when the bag

limit was two fish per angler. I’m sure they made a lot of money back then, as a result of a
robust bass population.   Sadly, they are too short sighted to do what is needed now to bring
something like that back.

 
3. The for hire sector targets different species throughout the year.  Generally speaking, they

fish for bass when bass are present enough to make it worth their while.  Conversely, the surf
fishing sector (of which I am a part of) fishes almost exclusively for bass all season long.
Therefore the surfcasters are likely more apt to see trends in the fishery.  The for hire sector
simply switches over to porgies, sea bass, fluke, etc. once striped bass move from their
general location.

 
In any event, here are my preferred options:
 
Recreational Fishery:  Option B (1 fish at 28” to 31” all models).
Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery: Option B1 19” to 23”, 1 fish, all modes
For Hire Management Clarification: Option B – Measures only apply to Patrons during a for hire
trip.
Recreation Filleting Requirements:  Authorize at-sea filleting, but only require fishermen to keep
the racks.  Not the skins.
Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B - Ocean commercial fishery quotas to be managed
to a 14.5% reduction from their 2022 quotas.
Response to Stock Assessment Updates: Option B – Allow Board to move quicker by doing a “Board
Action” as opposed to an addendum.  This could be critical if there is any hope left for rebuilding the
stock by 2029.
 

mailto:Albert.Albano@mtacd.org
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Thank you,
 
Albert S. Albano
601 Chester Road
Sayville, NY 11782
 
 
 
Albert S. Albano
Senior Project Manager
Long Island Rail Road
(347) 494-6020 (Office)
(516) 523-0894 (Cell)
 
Confidentiality Note: This e-mail, and any attachment to it, may contain privileged and
confidential information and is intended for the use of the individual(s) or entity named on the
e-mail. Unauthorized disclosure of this message is prohibited. If you have received this
message in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this
message and all copies thereof, including all attachments.



From: Jonathan Griffiths
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 6:56:45 PM

Hello, 

I am a part time fly fishing/light tackle charter captain on the Chesapeake Bay and in
Washington, DC.  I would support the maximum reduction in harvest and therefore support
option B1 for the Chesapeake Bay and option B across the board.  Myself and my clients
would like to see more fish around and are not concerned with harvesting more fish.  I would
also like to add that I believe catch and release in water temperatures below 65 degrees has
near zero mortality and hope that the pre season catch and release is permitted outside of the
spawning grounds.  

Sincerely, 

Captain Jonathan Griffiths
301-717-3878

mailto:jonandrewgriffiths@gmail.com
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From: Robert Rasa
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 7:23:32 PM

Striped Bass season brings out both the best and the worst in people. We all
seek out to see who can catch the biggest. Even when we get our limit we
continue to fish for them just for the sport of catching them.
 

Looking to reduce mortality rates by limits might not be the answer, and what I
might suggest I am sure will piss off a lot of tackle shops and manufacturers.
The total elimination of the use of treble hooks for recreational Striped Bass
fishing should be immediately enforced.
 

Many of my plugs I have personally converted to in-line circle hooks. Treble
hooks can severely wound fish of any size, not to mention the fisherman
themselves, especially when one is required to throw it back because it is over
the size limit.
 

I have seen some manufacturers already utilizing single hooks in place of treble
hooks. The only exception would be snagging Bunker. Other than that I see no
other way except for a 1-year moratorium on Striper fishing, which as we all
know could be difficult to enforce.

mailto:njrobert227@gmail.com
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From: Joseph McGurrin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass: DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 7:58:04 PM

I am submitting my comments for the Draft Addendum II for the Chesapeake Bay and Ocean
portion of the plan. 

For the commercial fishery in the Chesapeake Bay and Ocean,  I support a quota reduction of
14.5%

For the recreational fishery in the Chesapeake Bay, I support Option B-1 and for the Ocean
fishery, I support option B. 

Thank you for the opportunity  to comment,

Joseph McGurrin
401 Annette Ave.
Stevensville, MD 21666

mailto:joemcgurrin1@gmail.com
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From: Richard Kuhlman
To: Comments
Cc: Richard Kuhlman
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 9:18:46 PM

I am a recreational catch and release fisherman. I spoke at the Maryland public meeting
representing the Annapolis Anglers Club.
 
I am writing now to represent myself. I am concerned about the status of Striped Bass in both the
ocean and especially the Chesapeake Bay. With 5 years of extremely low young of the year
recruitment numbers coupled with higher than expected recreational removals, I believe ASMFC
should take the most conservative approach to protect the future striped bass stock.
 
My preferences are:
 
Ocean - Option B,
 
Chesapeake Bay - Option B1
 
Stock Assessment Updates - Option B
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.
 
Richard Kuhlman
924 Perry Landing Court
Annapolis, MD   21401
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
 

mailto:rtkuhlman@msn.com
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From: Vincent Martella
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II)
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 8:01:58 AM

Stop with the madness already! I am no scientist. I am a fisherman. I spend lots of time on the
water fishing for Striped Bass. From what I can see as someone who is out there on a daily
basis there seems to be plenty of Striped Bass for all the recreational and charter boats to
share. 
We know your information is flawed (possible 40% error in your statistics by your own
admission).
Your also not taking into consideration all the Striped Bass that are offshore (past the 3 mile
line)
Stop changing these regulations already until you can get more accurate statistics. And if you
do find the need to change the regulations again I say make it a catch and release fishery for
just a couple of years until the stock rebuilds. There are so many people releasing their fish
anyway I bet it will hardly affect the charter boat industry.
And as far as the recreational fisherman Maybe you can put together some kind of tagging
system so that you encourage people to tag the fish. When they get their first letter home
saying where the fish was caught, and how much it grew, and how long it has been since it
was tagged, they will be hooked. I know I was. But you would have to really advertise that
and push it hard in order for it to work and then people will not mind the catch and release so
much.
Also you must educate the public better on the handling of the fish. I see so many people with
their hands in the gills. This will cut down the mortality rate for fish that they throw back.
Anyway this is my opinion and comment for whatever it is worth.

Vincent Martella
917 440 3047

mailto:vmartella1654@gmail.com
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From: Delmar High
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 9:18:13 AM

Good Morning,
In response to request for public comment, see below my support for the options made
available.

Ocean Recreational Options.  Option B  gets my support.
Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options. Option B2  gets my support.
The commercial fishery should also be reduced to help improve stock levels. An 8% reduction
would be reasonable.

Please read the link below. Until the baitfish populations are increased in the Chesapeake bay,
the YOY recruitment levels will probably remain low. If the migratory spawning fish that
come up through the bay to spawn have limited forage, the spawns will probably remain
suppressed and the young fish will not survive as well.

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/07/11/science/menhaden-chesapeake-bay-fishing.html

Respectfully,

Delmar High
717-821-5703

mailto:delmar@cmhigh.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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From: mpazdon@comcast.net
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 10:59:50 AM

I have been following your deliberations as to Striped Bass on the East Coast.  I urge
you to limit the commercial fishery by number of fish and fish over a certain size more
than you are suggesting in this Addendum.  The decline in breeders is certainly
greatly affected by those boats taking 40 or more 40 pound fish in a night (as I have
witnessed) and going back the next night for more.  It has been the case that states
have just barely been meeting their quota – this can only mean there are not enough
fish to support the current regulation.  At least a 20% reduction would be the minimum
I would suggest.
As well, only say 50% of them could be over 40 inches. 
As for the slot sizes of fish, this regulation is *** backwards for the recreational
fisherman that like to dine on stripers.  A slot of 19 to 24, one fish would be better as it
would not effect the breeder stock as much and also protects the angler.  The larger
the fish, the higher the concentration of environmental pollutants are in the flesh. 
 
I live in NH next to the Great Bay and when I was 15, some 58 years ago, you could
literally walk across the schoolies by Adam’s Point at times.  I saw a semblance of
that 5 years ago, but last season it was disappointing to say the least.  As for the
pollution statement, I was an environmental laboratory director for the State of NH
and some private labs where we analyzed fish and other items for pollution; so I have
generated the data to prove this point. 
 
Thank you for your time and attention, Mike
 
Mike Pazdon
603 770 9414
 

mailto:mpazdon@comcast.net
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From: Jim Simms
To: Comments
Cc: John Kaufmann; Dave Bixby; Ken Mcrae; Dennis Morris; Garry Aho
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Amendment II
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 1:27:00 PM

Thank you for allowing public comment on regulations to promote a robust future for striped bass.  The following
are my comments on the options I deem important in Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery
Management Plan for Striped Bass.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B. One fish at 28-31 inches. This approach protects the
2015 year class.  Further, a mode split that allows for-hire vessels to retain a 2 fish limit would not be equitable for
all.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options. Support Option B1. The minimum size limit of 19 inches and
maximum size of 23 inches with a one fish limit should be implemented. After five years of poor spawns, this
reduction in size protects the 2017 and 2018 year classes. Also, a carve out for the for-hire fleet that enjoys a 2 fish
possession limit is discriminatory and not consistent with the intent of this addendum.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Support Option B. A 14.5 per cent quota reduction falls within the
spirit of the addendum, but may have a negligible effect. Since 2020, commercial harvest has hovered around 80 per
cent of the quota. A 14.5 per cent reduction in landings would be more appropriate.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Support Option B. With a 2024 stock assessment pending in the Fall, it is
important for the board to implement immediate action on the outcome.  Given that five years of poor recruitment
has occurred, there is reason to assume this may continue. A majority decision by the board to implement
emergency measures to rebuild the spawning stock biomass (SSB) would trump the standard process of a draft
addendum, public hearings, etc.,that could continue into early 2026. 

Again, thanks for the opportunity to comment on this most important addendum to rebuild the SSB by 2029.

All the best,

Jim Simms

mailto:simmsonthecape@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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From: Tattersall, John
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass addendum
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 1:36:54 PM

If there are concerns of over fishing they should be dealt with by controlling the commercial and offshore fishing
companies and not recreational fishing.

Please leave rec alone and enforce your limits to the big guys who really hurt the fish populations.

Sent from my iPhone
Please excuse all typographical errors

Securities offered through LPL Financial Member FINRA/SIPC

The information contained in this email message is being transmitted to and is intended for the use of only the
individual(s) to whom it is addressed. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby
advised that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this message in error, please immediately delete.

mailto:john.tattersall@lpl.com
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From: John Brader
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Amendment II
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 3:02:50 PM

Dear ASMFC,
Please note regarding Striped Bass Draft Amendment II, I am in favor of Recreational Bay
Option B1. 
All recreational anglers must conserve our iconic Rockfish resource and reverse its decline. I
trust that similar commercial conservation measures will also be accepted. 

John Brader
Mount Airy, MD

mailto:johnebrader@outlook.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: D M
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 3:20:06 PM

As to the striped bass addendum II
My support is as follows 3.1.1 I support option B to protect the 2015 year class 1 fish at 28 to 31 inches. No
exceptions for hire vessels. 3.1.2 regarding the Chesapeake Bay I support option B1 , one fish at 19 to 23, no
exceptions for hire vessels. 3.2.1 I support option B , a 14.5 % reduction in commercial take which should actually
be a reduction in landings. 3.3 l support option B , a full stock assessment at the end of 2024 with the goal of
rebuilding the stock by 2029

mailto:dwm4750@yahoo.com
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From: John Perrone
To: Comments
Subject: [External] My 2 cents on this subject
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 3:42:15 PM

Hi, I live in MA….but would like to see the rules changed for all states.  Especially New Jersey and Maryland
I believe striped bass are being greatly over fished and harvested to unhealthy levels.  Especially the larger breeding
size, I feel we should match the state of Maine for all states on the Atlantic coast that target striped bass.  I would
like to even see stronger and harsher penalties for those caught poaching.  As for commercial fishing this species I
would like to see the numbers be reduced and a lottery to be held.  I spend a lot of money traveling in hotels,
restaurants, guide services and would like to keep helping the local economy and I feel like if this fishery becomes
worse then what it already is this species will have a very difficult time to rebound back… I want my childrens
children to enjoy/this fishery
Thank you
Sent from my iPad

mailto:johnjpperrone@gmail.com
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From: Parker Mauck
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 4:41:37 PM

To the ASMFC and Striped Bass Advisory Board,
 
My name is Parker Mauck. I am co-owner of Westport Fly a saltwater fly-fishing and light
tackle charter/guide service based in Westport, Massachusetts.  I am also a member of the
American Saltwater Guides Association. Our business relies on catching, not keeping, fish. 
We operate catch and release vessels for Striped Bass anglers who understand and support the
need to protect the species. In addition to a relatively small number of commercial anglers,
there are hundreds of guides and hundreds of thousands of recreational anglers along the
Atlantic seaboard. All the angling sectors will thrive if we have abundant Striped Bass
populations.
 
I recently participated in the ASMFC public meeting in Massachusetts on December 5. 2023
to listen, learn, and provide comment on the Addendum II for Striped Bass. Thank you for
providing this opportunity to comment.  The program was informative and well run.
Unfortunately, it seems as though a sizable portion of the Massachusetts angling community,
lead primarily by commercial anglers, is not facing the facts.  
 

·       The five most recent Striped Bass spawns were utter failures in the
Chesapeake
·       The Chesapeake supports 70-80% of the coastwide population of Striped Bass
·       Chesapeake Bay commercial Striped Bass harvest volumes have been
significantly higher than all the states combined
·       The harvest mortality in recent years has increased dramatically

Past overfishing coupled with poor spawning seasons now threaten the future of Striped Bass
fishing for commercial and recreational anglers.

For the reasons above I support the following options within Addendum II:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes)

·       The 28”-31” slot limit will help protect the 2015 class and maintain a
consistent regulation
·       Mode splits will result in increased harvesting and are essentially not fair.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

·      Option B1 would place all of the Chesapeake’s jurisdictions under the same
size and creel limit, achieving far greater consistency across the region. 
·      The Chesapeake Bay needs to contribute to conservation measures like the
rest of coast

mailto:pgmauck@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:Option B with a full 14.5% reduction to both
the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

·       The Chesapeake Bay commercial fishery has not taken a meaningful reduction
since 2015. We all need to act now if we want decent Striped Bass fishing in the
future.

 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action

If we are going to have a chance at rebuilding Striped Bass stocks by 2029 the board may need
to act nimbly to address science and data presented to the board.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment. I urge the ASMFC and the Striped Bass
Advisory Board to act and take the measures necessary to preserve healthy, abundant, future
populations of Striped Bass for everyone.
 
Sincerely,
Parker Mauck
69 Masquesatch Road
Westport Point, MA 02791

pgmauck@gmail.com
(508) 496-8682
www.westportfly.com

mailto:pgmauck@gmail.com
http://www.westportfly.com/


From: Dante Brown
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 5:31:24 PM

Striped bass regulations should be no harvest during 2024 from Maryland , Jersey , New York and everywhere. For
the the whole year no harvest only catch and release & anyone who steals a fish fine is $1,200. There fish mean a lot
to me and i want this population 5 years from now better than ever. I truely recommend 2-3.5 years no harvest and
do everything we can to make sure they survive!
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:dantebrown16@gmail.com
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From: Michael Bias
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 12:03:52 AM

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 N. Highland Street
Arlington, VA 22201
 
Dear Commissioners:
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 to
the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass. 
 
I am the executive director of the fishing outfitters association of Montana (FOAM), a licensed
Montana outfitter, a licensed guide in Idaho, and have worked in the conservation field since the
1980s.  I grew up in NJ and went to college in Maine in the early 1980s, when opportunity and
angling for stripers was not even heard of.  Since 2012, I regularly fly fish Cape Cod in spring for
stripers, and have fished the Cheeky Tournament each of the last 10 years.
 
In my role at FOAM, we developed an advanced guide-training course - Guiding for the Future (G4F)
- that we have conducted annually since 2019.  G4F focuses on teaching guides and outfitters to be
better stewards of the resource in which they work.  A partner of FOAM in delivering G4F is
KeepFishWet, a conservation organization that promotes the use of science-based best practices to
catch, handle, and release fish.  Through the efforts of KeepFishWet, FOAM, the Maine Association
of Charterboat Captains, and the Maine Department of Marine Resources, the G4F Montana
program was adapted for the tidewater guides on the coast of Maine.  The Maine G4F course was
focused on striped bass.  Our inaugural Maine G4F course was conducted during May, 2023.  The
program graduated 12 individuals.  An understanding of the conservation and management of
striped bass was integral to the success of the Maine G4F program.
 
My comments on the Draft Addendum II are as follows:
 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options
 
I strongly support Option B.  1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes).
 

·         I think that because of the strong 2015 year-class of stripers, the striped bass harvest
during 2022 by recreational anglers was too high.  I strongly supported the Emergency
Action measure.  Responsible management of this fishery demands that managers continue
efforts to protect the 2015 year-class and maintaining the 28-31” slot achieves that goal.

 
·         I strongly oppose mode splits.  The Recreational sector, composed of private vessel or
shore anglers and for-hire, should continue to be managed under the same regulations.

 
·         I understand that these measures will likely only be in place for just next year as the
2024 Striped Bass Stock Assessment Update is scheduled for late-2024 and another
management action is probable.  I understand also that there is a good chance that the
assessment shows us that additional actions will be required to successfully rebuild striped
bass SSB by the 2029 deadline.

 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options
 
I strongly support Option B1.  1 fish at 19-23” across ALL Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same
2022 seasons.
 

mailto:mikebias@3rivers.net
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·         After five consecutive years of poor spawning success, the Chesapeake Bay region is in
desperate need for conservation and responsible fisheries management.  I support Option
B1 for many of the same reasons applicable to the ocean, but now the Bay’s recreational
fisheries need to contribute to conservation of striped bass.  Certainly, if a 3-inch slot can be
applied to the Ocean fishery, a four-inch slot can be successfully applied to the Chesapeake
anglers.

 
·         I strongly opposed Mode splits in the Chesapeake Bay.  Through previous conservation
equivalency proposals, Maryland implemented a program to allow for-Hire passengers the
ability to harvest two striped bass compared to one fish for the rest of the recreational
sector. Maryland’s Chesapeake Bay for-hire fleet harvested 142,098 stripers; the coastwide
total for the for-hire fleet was 281,289 fish.  By giving Maryland’s charter fleet two fish, they
harvested more than the rest of the Bay and the ocean combined.  This is irresponsible
management of this important fishery. 

 
·         Option B1 would place all of the Chesapeake’s jurisdictions under the same size and
harvest limit, achieving far greater consistency across the region.

 
·         Also, the 23-inch maximum will add a layer of protection for the average 2017- and
2018-year classes that will still have some presence in the Bay.  The current maximum size in
MD would still allow harvest of these valuable fish.  The proposed 19-23” slot would avoid
these fish.

 
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options
 
I strongly support Option B.  Both the ocean and Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries will be
managed with a 14.5% reduction from their 2022 quotas with their 2022 size limits.
 

·         Of course, I understand that this option may be entirely meaningless—unless states take
matters into their own hands.  Since 2015 commercial landings have been less than allotted
quotas.  So, a quota reduction may not correspond to reduced commercial landings.   While
the Ocean Region has been using most of its quota in recent years and will see a reduction in
fishing mortality; the Chesapeake Bay will not see much of any reduction with a 14.5% quota
cut.  Secondly, there is uncertainty as to when states would even implement these changes. 
Certain states waiting until the last minute to claim that implementing these commercial
changes in 2024 would be irresponsible management and disingenuous. 

 
·         While the Chesapeake commercial quota has taken a 1.8% reduction; the Bay has not
taken a meaningful and responsible quota reduction since 2015.

 
·         Since 2020, Chesapeake Bay quota utilization hovered around 80%.  This is concerning
on multiple fronts: there are clearly not enough fish in the system AND quota reductions less
than 20% will have no biological impact.

 
·         The 14.5% reduction is off the quota, not commercial landings.  Therefore, the
Chesapeake Bay commercial fishery will not be contributing to rebuilding striped bass
populations because even with an implemented 14.5% reduction in quota, commercial
landings could remain at the same levels as last year. 

 
·         I would strongly support communication with each state to determine whether they can
implement these commercial management changes in 2024.

 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates
 
I strongly support Option B.  Board Action.
 



·         I understand the above option will likely only be effective for 2024 (and if at all on the
commercial side), so this option may have the greatest impact on striped bass management. 
This option would allow the Board to move quickly to implement those new management
measures through a simple majority.  Without the Board action provision, the management
process could take up to a year to respond to any new stock assessment updates.  Public
input, while not formalized through a management action, is not precluded by this option
but will require an informed and diligent public.  The public would need to rely on
conservation organizations to be regularly informed of pending management actions.

 
I thank you for the opportunity to comment on management options through Addendum II.  My
comments reflect my grave concern for this fishery and a strong desire for the responsible
management needed in the short-term to provide an abundant stock and sustainable fishery in the
long-term.
 
Respectfully,
 
mike
Michael A. Bias, Ph.D.
PO Box 177
Twin Bridges, MT 59754
(406) 925-2276



From: Joey Sadler
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Chesapeake Bay For Hire Charter Boats
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 8:42:24 AM

       Commission Members, We as Maryland For Hire Charter Boats have already take a great
loss of Income over the last several years due to Covid and the Economy, Also we have had
out Spring Trophy Season Taken away unnecessarily and we are Forced to take off Two
Weeks in the Summer, which is our busy Season. On page 9 of Addendum II it states (
Chesapeake Bay for Hire removals have decreased by 27%) .
      Many of our Captains are like myself, A Full Time, Life long , Charter Boat Captain,we
are Small Business Owners and can not stand any more reductions that are trying to be placed
upon us.
      Maryland DNR has accurate numbers on Charter Boats, we have a real time Reporting
system in place, Our Boats Report Numbers of Passengers, Fish Caught, Fish Released, and
Fishing Area, Daily. No Accurate Reporting System for Recreational Anglers is in Place, this
needs to be Addressed.
      The Chesapeake Bay Spawns about 85% of All Striped Bass on the East Coast, Us as
Captains and you as Commission Members know how many Fish are really out there. I believe
in Science but Maryland's Young of The Years Index showing poor recruitment over the last 5
years is Greatly Wrong. Fishermen up and down the Coast and Chesapeake Bay have never
seen so many Fish of all sizes.

   Maryland's Fishing Season just ended on December 10th. But Maryland continues to Allow
Anglers to Target Striped Bass, Even Spawning Females all Winter long. This should not be
allowed!!! As I said, the Season Ended on December 10th.  
-- 
Capt. Joey and Karen Sadler  
Captains Pride Charters
Centerville Maryland,21617
410-758-3107

mailto:captpridecharters@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Joe
To: Comments
Cc: Joe Seiss
Subject: [External] Maryland Rockfish Conservation
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 9:08:07 AM

To whom it may concern:

My family and I have been residents of Annapolis on the Severn River for 40 years. Fishing has been a part of that
life from the very beginning. 

It appears that the Bay’s now constantly changing ecosystem on account of climate, pollution, and invasive species
(specifically blue catfish), is making it difficult for even the experts to fully appreciate the ongoing harm to the
Chesapeake.  We are friends with commercial guides and avid fishermen and women. From our view, it is
unanimous that no matter how much you are involved as a fisherman, everyone wants these habitats to survive. 

The folks I know who have pushed back on regulations in the past to some extent, and those like me who have
always been in favor of the most restrictive regs, are to the point that we simply want the ecosystem to survive. 

Please take whatever measures necessary to get this habitat, whatever the natural course may be, to equalize.  Give
these fish the ability to fight and establish their own new reality without the danger of human inflicted death.  Even
catch and release at this time should be a consideration for being taken off the table. Subsidize the commercial
fishermen to whatever extent necessary.

Sincerely,

Joe Donahue
410-991-8552

mailto:p.joseph.donahue@gmail.com
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From: Kenshwartz
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Saltwater Edge Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 9:55:52 AM

TWIMC,

The striped bass situation is very similar to the climate change situation (I of course realize climate change deniers
will take exception to that statement). Many want to dispute that the industry/science data is accurate especially the
conclusions (for climate change that unless drastic carbon reducing measures are taken over the next 0-10 years the
earth will never recover and for striped bass if drastic measures are not put in place now the stock will get severely
depleted and perhaps never recover unless a full-on moratorium is adopted down the road). There should be little
disputing over the fact that IF the science/data is accurate what the outcomes will be. If either the earth’s
temperature or the earth’s stock of striped bass get to a “tipping point” (the point at which there can be no or little
recovery no matter what measures are taken) it will be catastrophic.

It comes down to selflessness or selfishness. The data skeptics need be selfless and even if they are skeptical with
the data accept that if they are wrong and the data is correct they will not be able to change the outcome after the
tipping point is reached. If the striped bass biomass is in as bad shape as the data seems to be indicating and nothing
or too little  is done now it will be too late. The time is now to be selfless and accept , even though very stringent
measures will affect their catch (whether recreational, commercial, for-hire etc) , there is no more time to just
selfishly hope the science is inaccurate .

The proposed ASMFC regulations are selfish, sorry no other way to characterize it. EVERYONE (recreational, for-
hire, commercials) needs to accept NOW (not in 5-10 years or so when perhaps if the science/data is accurate there
are so little fish around for everyone including our kids and grandkids) that more stringent conservation measures
are needed. And those of you at ASMFC—-my guess is you KNOW your proposed regulations are not stringent
enough but are afraid to confront the varying special interests. Please find the courage to do the unpopular.

Thanks for reading..
Just a concerned recreational fisherman…
Ken S

Sent Ken Shwartz iPad

mailto:kenshwartz@gmail.com
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From: Jim Bright
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 11:20:57 AM

Dear ASMFC:

Please select option B1. In the future I would like to see the size limit return to an 18"
minimum at one fish per day, and eventually two. Allow catch and release fishing throughout
the year with no treble hooks allowed. 

Thanks,
Jim Bright

mailto:jimbright99@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: JOSEPH DART
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Addendum II amendment 7
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 12:04:59 PM

Emile  Franke
FMP Coordinator
1050 N. Highland St.
Suite 200 A-N
Arlington , VA. 22201
For the past 65 years I have enjoyed the recreational pursuit of Striped Bass.
Over those years witnessing the ups and downs of it's management. The half
measures and the only successful measure, the 1985 moratorium.  The taking of
breeder stock by the commercial side is the primary reason for the decline of this
fishery. The only real long term solution is another moratorium.
Since the Commission does not offer this solution, I can support the following:
3.1.1   Recreational Fishery Options:
            Option B      1 Fish    28" - 31"
3.1.3   Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery
            Option B 1    1 Fish    19" - 23"
3.1.3    For Hire Management Clarification
             No More Splits ,    Recreational Rules Apply
3.2.1    Commercial Quota
             Option B      14.5% Reduction From  2022 Quotas
3.3        Response To Stock Assessment
              Support Option B    Allow Board to Respond At Board Meeting Rather           
                                         Than Addendum Process
     
             Thankyou for your attention to this matter,
                                                               Joseph A. Dart

mailto:josephdart@comcast.net
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From: Ben Whalley
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 12:38:20 PM

To: Emily Franke, FMP Coordinator; Attn: Commissioner Pat Keliher / Megan Ware

Hello my name is Ben Whalley, I am a full-time Captain and I run a catch-and-release fly
fishing guide business  for stripers in Casco Bay, Maine. I am also a member of the American
Saltwater Guides Association. Striped bass are my livelihood, which makes this subject
particularly near and dear to me. Since Maine is the northern fringe of the striped bass
migration we see impacts to the population amplified, and I can attest that the past few seasons
have been lacking in size-class diversity. I appreciate the board taking action and enacting the
emergency action, it was and is paramount to protect the 2015 year class but we need more to
rebuild the stock. 

I have sat in on all of the hybrid hearings and it is quite apparent that the vast majority of
the public have voiced their desire to have the most conservative actions taken to give striped
bass a fighting chance to recover. While I understand the recreational sector has the vast
majority (due to sheer volume of anglers) of release mortality, I still believe we all need to
make an effort to make this work. We have had 5 consecutive years of terrible recruitment and
I believe we are nearing the threshold to where, without drastic measures taken by the board to
preserve the remaining stock biomass, will render the goal of rebuilding the stock by 2029
impossible. I think we need to start managing this population for abundance and sustainability,
rather than harvesting the resource to a threshold that we all know inherently contains lots of
uncertainty. The board needs to take action swiftly to protect the stock we have to rebuild this
overfished species. It terrifies me to think that my daughter and her kids one day might not
be able to enjoy this fishery as I have due to poor management. 

The recreational community is engaged and willing to help in any way possible, and the board
should really consider alternate methods in lockstep with NOAA to improve current data
streams used for management. I appreciate what a good job the board has done in holding
productive public comment hearings for the Addendum II process. Hopefully these meetings
will be heard and help the commissioners to vote for what the majority of the public is
pleading for. 

Here are my comments to the options in Addendum II to Amendment 7:

1. Ocean Rec Options: OPTION B-- 1-fish at 28-31" with 2022 seasons (all modes)
2. Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: OPTION B1 - 1 fish at 19-23" across all
Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions, with the same 2022 seasons.
3. Commercial Quota Reduction: OPTION B with a 14.5% reduction to both the ocean and
Chesapeake Bay Quotas.
4. Response to Stock Assessment: OPTION B - Board Action.
5. For-hire Clarification (if applicable): OPTION B
6. Recreational Filleting: OPTION B

Thanks so much for your time and considerations.
Happy Holidays!

mailto:ben@benwhalleyfishing.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


Ben Whalley
Capt Ben
www.benwhalleyfishing.com
(207)274-8782

http://www.benwhalleyfishing.com/


From: CaptRichT1@aol.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped

Bass
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 1:12:28 PM

To whom it may concern,

As a charter captain for over 30 years in the State of Rhode Island, I have seen many
changes in fisheries and the impacts of those changes on my business. 
Some of my regular customers booked 3 and 4 trips a year, now some have not
returned and others have cut down to 1 trip. The basic reason for this is the changes
in fisheries, specifically Stripped Bass, Fluke and Sea Bass. 

I support Section 3.1.1 Option C, a separate slot limit for the for hire fishery. This may
enable for hire passengers to take a fish home and therefore keep them interested in
continuing to utilize charter fishing as a feasible entertainment alternative.

Thank you for your consideration,
Capt Rich Templeton

mailto:captricht1@aol.com
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From: Bob Meyer
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 3:30:55 PM

I strongly support increased/continued conservation measures for Striped Bass by both
Commercial and recreational anglers.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options:
I strongly support Option B1 and the continued 28-31" slot limit (one fish per day).  I do not
support mode splits, recreational angling (private and charter/for hire) should be managed
under the same regulations.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:
I strongly support Option B1 - 1 fish at 19-23" across all CBAY jurisdictions. I do not support
mode splits.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: I strongly support Option B with a 14.5%
reduction in both the Ocean and the Chesapeake Bay quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: I strongly support Option B - Board Action. This will
increase the possibility of timely and effective conservation actions being taken.

We must take the strongest Striped Bass conservation measures now, to save the Striped Bass
populations and to preserve fishing opportunities in the future for all recreational, charter, and
commercial fishermen.

Thank You,

Bob Meyer
9 Rickey Dr, Framingham, MA 01702
bobmeyera1@gmail.com

mailto:bobmeyera1@gmail.com
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From: James Jewkes
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass PID
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 7:53:40 PM

Hello my name is James Jewkes and I’m a longtime catch and release shore based angler.  I’ve fished from NJ to
Maine for striped bass but primarily fish the plum island Mass area.  My family has fished for striped bass since the
1940’s till present time my grandfather and his brother fished in the 40’s and my mother and myself and my children
have fished for striped bass. I’m hoping my grandchildren will be able to catch them.    I believe we need a total
harvest moratorium on striped bass coast wide.  We will be dropping off the cliff within a few years and it’s going to
be ugly.  I know that is not on the table YET!!!
My addendum options are as follows
3.1.1 option B all modes
3.1.2 option B 1 fish @ 19-24”
3.1.3 option B no mode splits
3.1.4 option B rec filleting
3.2.1 option B commercial quota reduction  although I have no skin in the game with regards to commercial fishing.
I believe all sectors need to take a haircut and I’m hoping option B will do that.
3.3 response to stock assessment
I am for option B to allow the board to respond and make management changes via board vote. 

Thank you for your time
James Jewkes
430 Salem st
Woburn Mass 01801
bigjim121165@yahoo.com
Sent from my iPad

mailto:bigjim121165@yahoo.com
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From: Pete Susca
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II - Comments
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 7:57:58 PM

To whom it may concern:
 
In May 2023, the Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board initiated the development of Draft
Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass
to consider management measures to reduce fishing mortality to the target and support stock
rebuilding by 2029. I live CT, but fish the waters CT, RI and NY.
 
I have the following comments/observations:
 

1.       We need to protect the 2015 class of fish
2.       I catch no small fish in CT, RI or NY
3.       We’ve had 5 consecutive  years of spawning failures
4.       There is a cliff coming in 2027!
5.       No splits should be considered!

 
 
Therefore I support the following options:
 
Ocean Size Limit : B
For Hire: B
Commercial Quota: B (14.5% preferred)
Chesapeake Bay : B1
Board Responsibility: B
Rec Filleting: B
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment,
 
Peter Susca
Wethersfield, CT

mailto:ptsusca@cox.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Steve Culton
To: Comments
Cc: Justin Davis
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 8:11:54 PM

To:
Emilie Franke
FMP Coordinator
1050 N. Highland Street
Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, Virginia 22201

I am a recreational angler and a professional guide from CT. Stripers are a particular passion, and I am
deeply concerned about the current state of the stock and the fishery.

Since I was unable to attend any of the public hearings, I would like to enter my choices for the options
to Atlantic Striped Bass Draft Addendum II into the record:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: I support Option B, 1-fish at 28 to 31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes).
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: I support Option B1 
3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected):   I support Option B
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: I support Option B
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:  I support Option B
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment:  I support Option B

I am a B and B1 guy across the board!

We cannot afford to do anything less for our fishery which is in dire shape!

Thank you for your consideration,

Steve Culton

mailto:swculton@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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From: Quinn Pollock
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 8:31:31 PM

My name is Quinn Pollock and I'm from Falmouth, ME.  I am a recreational "catch and
release" fisherman that grew up fishing for Stripers in Maine and Massachusetts.  These past 5
years, I've noticed a considerable downturn in Amount of fish seen/caught, and, the Size of
fish seen/caught.
My comments:
We need to do something drastic to protect the Striped Bass. We need to consider another
Moratorium or at least Game Fish Status.
If the prevailing thought processes do not support this, then we must restrict the harvest as
much as we can.  I'd love to put tougher enforcement in place!
Slot limits and 1-fish/day is a good starting point (I'd love that to be 1 fish per season!)
Commercial fishing needs to be curtailed as much as the recreational fishing, especially in the
Chesapeake Bay and NY/NJ spawning areas.  Fair is fair.
We cannot control climate change, but  We can control the harvest.  
We have have restrictions for Tuna, Deer, Moose, Grouse, and Woodcock.  Why not more
strict management of Stripers?
If we do not help these fish now, the fishery will collapse and our children and grandchildren
will never have the joy of fishing for such a wonderful fish.
Thank you,
Quinn Pollock

mailto:quinn.pollock1@gmail.com
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From: Raymond west
To: Comments; Emilie Franke
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 8:54:05 PM

December 14, 2023

 

Miss Emilie Franke, FMP Coordinator

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission

1050 N. Highland Street

Suite 200 A-N

Arlington, VA 22201

comments@asmfc.org
efranke@asmfc.org

 

Hello Miss Franke, and to whom it may concern,

 

Please find my comments below regarding Striped Bass Draft Addendum II.

 

 

2.2.3 Status of the Fishery

I ask ASMFC to take the 14.5 % reduction in removals needed to maintain the current

rebuilding timeline, please do not delay reductions until the 2024 stock assessment update.

 

3.0 Proposed Management Options

I ask ASMFC to only approve Addendum 2 with measures that meets or exceeds a

50% probability of achieving the 14.5% reduction.

 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options

mailto:rrrwest@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org
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Option A Status Quo (28”-35” Slot Limit):

• I oppose the status quo option.

 

Option B (28” -31” slot limit):

• I do support Option B because it provides the best chance of meeting the 14.5%
reduction.

 

Option C (Split Mode – private anglers 28”-31” slot & for-hire anglers 28”-33”):

• I believe a that “a recreational angler is a recreational angler regardless of the

platform from which they are fishing.”

• I believe the subject of recreational mode splits is an amendment level decision. Any

consideration of recreational mode splits should include discussion and consideration of

separate allocation, separate monitoring, separate data requirements, separate

accountability measures and separate financial contributions.

• Conservation of striped bass is another reason to reject split mode regulations. Option C

provides less reduction in removals than Option B.

• Trip preservation is NOT the reason Addendum 2 was initiated and I ask ASMFC to

reject this option.

 

Option D (30” -33” slot limit): I oppose Option D for the following reasons:

• Option D is projected to reduce fishing mortality by 12.8% and I prefer Option B which

is projected to reduce fishing mortality by the larger number.

.

Option E (Split Mode – private anglers 30”-33” slot & for-hire anglers 28”-33”):

• I oppose this option for the same reasons I oppose Options C & D

 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:



• I support Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the

same 2022 seasons because it meets the required 14.5% reduction to preserve the current

rebuilding timeline.

 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:

• I do support a reduction in the ocean commercial fisheries of 14.5% to preserve the
current

rebuilding timeline.

• I do support a reduction in the Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries of 14.5% to
preserve

the current rebuilding timeline.

 

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification

• I support option A Status Quo

• Option B seems unenforceable to me and therefore fails to advance the purpose of
Addendum 2.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements

• I support Option A Status Quo. For Hire & private anglers will face the same difficulties

when it comes to local filet at the dock prohibitions

 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action.

• Recreational mode splits in Addendum 2,  I do not support them.

• I ask the ASMFC prepare to use emergency action for a quick response and be prepared
to

create a formal Amendment 8 upon review of the results of the 2024 stock assessment.

• I support Option A Status Quo

 

• PLEASE, I beg you….manage for maximum conservation and put measures in place to



prevent Conservation Equivalency from being deployed by any state, in all further efforts to
conserve, maximize & restore the striped bass population.

I thank you for the opportunity to comment,

 

Ray West

East Bridgewater MA 02333

rrrwest@yahoo.com
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From: Tom Doyle
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Conservation
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 9:27:48 PM

I am urging you to take measures to protect our precious resource of striped bass.  As a
fisherman of over 20 years on Cape Cod, I can say the fishery is not nearly what it used to
be.  I know I'm not alone on this.  Let me point out that after the last moratorium these fish
bounced back in a big way.  Most if not all people I know who fish no longer keep the fish. 
The 2015 spawn class is only going to last so long.

My recommendation and hope is that the management board makes conservation of the
species, and rebuilding the population, their most important objectives. I am personally
onboard with whatever measures are necessary to achieve those goals as quickly as
possible.

Best regards,

Tom Doyle 

Dalton, MA

mailto:tdoyle1551@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Ken Morris
To: Comments
Cc: Justin Davis
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum 2
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 4:11:49 AM

To the ASMFC Striped Bass Management Board,

I am a recreational angler from the state of Connecticut. I fish for striped bass and other
saltwater species from both private boats and shore in my home state of CT and
neighboring states along the striper coast. The following are my personal preferences for
the options presented in Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery
Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass. Thank you for your consideration.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options
Option B - 1 fish at 28” - 31”. I favor this option because it offers the greatest reduction in
harvest, and is the best option for trying to meet the 2029 rebuilding timeline.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options
Option B2 - 1 fish at 19” - 24”. I favor this option because it provides a significant reduction
in mortality but is equitable as compared to the reductions taken by the ocean fishery under
option B.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-
Specific Limits are selected)
Option B - Captain and crew should be subject to the same regulations as private vessel /
shore anglers.

I am opposed to the options in sections 3.1.1 and 3.1.2 that provide different size limits to
the for-hire fishery. I do not feel that it is an equitable to expect the rest of the recreational
sector to adhere to more restrictive size and/or bag limits than for-hire vessels. All user
groups should share equally in the effort to reduce harvest and rebuild the SSB to target.
The for-hire fishery already harvests a disproportionately high number of striped bass,
when compared to the private recreational fishery. Making it easier for them to harvest
more fish than the private recreational fishery does not benefit the rebuilding effort.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements
Option B - Racks must be retained and skin left on filets in states that allow fileting at sea.
No more than two filets per legal fish.

mailto:kennethmorris@earthlink.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:justin.davis@ct.gov


3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options
Option B - Up to 14.5% reduction of the 2022 commercial quota with 2022 size limits.

I do not feel the 14.5% quota reduction adequately constrains harvest in the Chesapeake Bay
commercial fishery and will provide 0 conservation benefit. In 2022, the bay commercial fleet
harvested a total of 2.39 million pounds of striped bass out of a 3.00 million pound total quota.
Reducing bay quota by 14.5% would result in a total bay quota of 2.57 million pounds, which is
still more than what was harvested in 2022. So, effectively, the bay commercial fleet may in fact
end up harvesting MORE striped bass under the most restrictive measures proposed by
Addendum II than they did in 2022. The fact the bay fleet couldn't fill their quota in 2022 should
serve as a warning to managers that the bay striped bass fishery is in serious trouble, and much
more drastic cuts to the commercial quota and harvest are needed.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates
Option B - Board may respond to stock assessments by Board action. I feel this is
necessary due to the shrinking rebuilding window. The Board needs the ability to expedite
the management process in order to respond quickly to stock assessments that indicate the
rebuilding timeline has less than a 50% of success by the 2029 deadline.

Kenneth Morris
R.W. Eber Commercial Real Estate
RES.0794960
Sent from my iPad 



From: Darris B
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 5:45:57 AM

Recreational Bay Options

I would like to vote for option B2 for 2024 year.

-- 
Thank You
Darris Banks

mailto:darrisb@gmail.com
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From: davef@mermac.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 9:13:37 AM

Subject: Public Comments Addendum II ASMFC :

Good Day,

Thank you for the opportunity to voice my opinion. I am writing as a recreational fisherman
who is concerned about the future of the Striped Bass Fishery.

I am an avid Surfcaster and am active in the North Fork Anglers Fishing Club. I plan to
retire in the next few years with fishing high on my activities list. I hope there will still be a
striped bass fishery by then. Having read through the

available options, it is my opinion that the following options are best:

RE: 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishing :

Option B: 1 Fish @ 28-31”

RE: 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishing :

Option B1: 1 Fish @ 19-23” across all Jurisdictions

RE: 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reductions :

Option B: 14.5% reduction for both Ocean and Bay Quotas

Note: Given the current quota under-utilization, this may be toothless. Greater than 20%
would be more impactful.

RE: 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment:

Option B: Board Action

This will ensure quicker response to assessments

Thank You for listening,

Dave Ficken

1260 Plum Island Lane

Orient, NY 11957

mailto:davef@mermac.com
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From: Alex Collis
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 9:49:43 AM

Recreational Bay Options

I am a resident of Harford County and fish regularly as a recreational angler. I would like any
of option B. I can sympathise with charter boats but they have no monopoly on taking fish
home. 

mailto:alexvcollis@gmail.com
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From: Arden Gardell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Atlantic Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 9:55:28 AM

ASMFC Public Comment Addendum II: December 4, 2023

My Name is Arden Gardell-Gross, a seaside restaurant owner in Southold, NY.  I would like
to thank the New York State DEC and ASMFC for listening to our comments and actively
working towards reducing striped bass mortality and taking the required steps to rebuild the
SSB to Target by 2029. Our coastal hospitality industry has long benefited from the patronage
of anglers and tourism which in turn relies on a healthy and abundant striped bass population
up and down the coast. Surf anglers such as those who normally frequent the beach in front of
my restaurant are the first to feel the pain when the population declines. It’s great to see the
2015 year class in the fishery and anglers on the beach catching fish with the majority being
released. However, the runs we see that used to last for months are now condensed into weeks
and not driving the foot traffic to my restaurant they used to. I can only assume the negative
effects on other industries relying on these great fish such as
the charter fleet, surf casters, and the tackle industry at large.I see this Addendum as a
placeholder for the 2024 stock Assessment and choose these options:

Ocean Recreational Fishing Options:
Option B: 1 Fish @ 28-31”
This will continue to protect the 2015 Year Class

Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishing Options:
Option B1: 1 Fish @ 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay Jurisdictions

Commercial Quota Reductions Options:
Option B: 14.5% reduction for both Ocean and Bay Quotas

Response to Stock Assessment:
Option B: Board Action
reduce the time it takes to reduce mortality

Thank you, 

Ardeg Gardell-Gross
Little Fish Hospitality, LLC
50 N Sea Drive
Southold, NY 11971

mailto:arden.gardell@gmail.com
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From: Emilie Franke
To: Comments
Subject: FW: [External] Addendum I l
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 9:58:24 AM

Emilie Franke | Fishery Management Plan Coordinator
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, VA 22201
Phone: 703.842.0716 | Fax: 703.842.0741
efranke@asmfc.org | www.asmfc.org

-----Original Message-----
From: DONALD DICOSTANZO <buzzzzbomb@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2023 3:10 PM
To: Emilie Franke <EFranke@asmfc.org>
Subject: [External] Addendum I l

Hello Emily, my name is Donald Dicostanzo. I’m a recreational surf caster. I live on Long Island.
Not really that crazy about any of the options. Kind of being forced into status quo. Which will have to do and that
is my preference.
The charter boat, captains and recreational six packers most definitely had a better show at the meeting in Kingspark
last week That being said, I’m not the smartest guy around, but they definitely sound like a bunch of drunken
crybabies
Self recordable on their catches. How can you believe anything that anyone says coming from that bunch?  
The cannibalistic bass statement really did it for me. How stupid is everyone else in the room the fall for that
statement, it’s insulting at best I’m done throwing mud. Apologies for that but I think it needed to be said.
Don….
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org
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From: Emilie Franke
To: Comments
Subject: FW: [External] DRAFT ADDENDUM II TO AMENDMENT 7 TO THE INTERSTATE FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN

FOR ATLANTIC STRIPED BASS
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 10:05:49 AM

 
 
Emilie Franke | Fishery Management Plan Coordinator
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, VA 22201
Phone: 703.842.0716 | Fax: 703.842.0741
efranke@asmfc.org | www.asmfc.org
 

From: robert maietta <rmaietta@comcast.net> 
Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2023 12:05 PM
To: Emilie Franke <EFranke@asmfc.org>
Subject: [External] DRAFT ADDENDUM II TO AMENDMENT 7 TO THE INTERSTATE FISHERY
MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR ATLANTIC STRIPED BASS
 
Greetings Emilie:
 
My name is Robert Maietta and I live in Charlestown RI. I currently fish for striped
bass in RI, NY, and CT as I live in southwestern RI near the border of all three states.
I also occasionally fish MA. I fish mostly with a flyrod (some spin fishing as well) , and
fish from private boats and from shore about equally. I harvested 4 striped bass for
consumption in 2023. 
 
My background is in fisheries biology (retired) with the Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection. I would love to tell you that I fully comprehend your data
and process for developing options for this next addendum, but unfortunately I do not
fully understand. I've read the document and I understand generally that all models
are based on assumptions that have varying degrees of accuracy and are subject to
change. I also understand that there are many "players" involved and that all need to
be heard and considered.
 
Although I would like to believe that mortality of released fish cuaght while fly fishing
is very low, It is clear to me from being out there actively fishing and seeing how
striped bass are handled by many anglers that your estimated overall mortality of
released fish is probably about right. I actually wouldn't be surprised if it might actually
be a little on the low side. That being said,  I can certainly see how recreational
anglers account for the largest "take" of stripers. 
 
My fly fishing brethren and members of RISAA are suggesting that we as a group
should support Option B and I will stand with them on that. 
God bless you for the work you do and keep up the good work. I certainly understand

mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org
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how modeling populations on a coastwide level with changing environments is a
difficult and thankless job at times.
 
Option B please
 
Thank you 
Robert Maietta
,     
 
      
 



From: Michael Richardson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 12:22:35 PM

Option B2 makes most sense. Charter boats run 2 trips a day with at least 6 people on them. That’s 24 fish every day
in the summer. Recreational boats maybe have 4 people on them and can only fish certain days a year.

Also something needs to be changed with live lining for rockfish. That’s the time of year you see most fish dead on
the surface.

mailto:mrichardson1246@gmail.com
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From: Bob Preble
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 12:30:34 PM

I live in southern NH and fish primarily in the waters of northern MA, NH and southern ME. 
I fish from a boat and primarily fly fish.  I'm on the water about 30 days per season, and I've
been pursuing these fish for the last 30 years.  In the last 2 years I have caught only a couple of
fish under 20 inches, and many fish over 28 inches.  To me the lack of smaller fish is
incredibly alarming as I don't understand where the next generation of fish is coming from.

I want to encourage the Board to act quickly and decisively to rebuild the striped bass stock. 
It seems to me that we've been playing catchup on rebuilding the stock for the last few years
and this won't get better with immediate action.

Here's my input on the Draft Addendum:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons
(all modes).  No mode splits.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across
all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to
both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action. 

Thanks for your consideration of my input,
Bob Preble
Hamptead, NH

mailto:bobpreb@gmail.com
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From: Doug Geddes
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Regulation Change
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 12:46:16 PM

To Whom It May Concern:

As a Recreational Fisherman, I would opt for Option B1 or B2.  I am more concerned with rebuilding a
good healthy stock than filling up my freezer.  

Respectfully,

Doug Geddes
Hallieford, VA

mailto:dgeddes847@icloud.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Laine, Allen
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 1:45:32 PM

Dear Emilie,

Please see my input on Amendment 7 Addendum 2. I am a recreational angler from
the north shore of Massachusetts.

I believe the striped bass is in grave danger and have witnessed the drop in smaller
fish first hand fishing with my two sons that last few years. I have seen big breeding
fish slaughtered and undersized fish taken illegally as there are not enough boots on
the ground to enforce the laws. I catch far less fish than I did just a few years ago, a
clear sign that the stock is in trouble.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options. I support Option B, 1 fish at 28” to
31” with 2022 season (all modes).

I feel that all recreational anglers should operate under the same guidelines related to
the size and fish limits. In fact I would be in full support of even stricter options if they
were available.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options. I support Option B2 at 1
fish at 19” to 24”.

I selected this option since it meets the desired 14.5 % reduction while holding all
recreational anglers to the same size and fish limit.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification. I support Option B.

All recreational anglers should follow the same regulations and I do not support
Options C1 or C2, if either of these options are selected then Option B should be
used.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements. I support Option B.

Option B gives law enforcement the ability to ensure compliance with regulations.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options. I support Option B.

I support a reduction of 14.5%. This would bring the commercial quota reduction into
alignment with the recreational reduction expected percentages. This should help
keep more of the slot and big breeders alive and spawning.

mailto:A.Laine@easternbank.com
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3.3 Response to Stock Assessment. I support Option B

I support giving the Board the ability to quickly address stock assessment data that
indicates the stock is not projected to meet rebuild probability.

 
Sincerely,
Allen Laine
=======================================================
The information contained in this electronic communication is intended to be sent only to the stated recipient and may
contain information that is confidential, privileged or otherwise protected from disclosure under applicable law. If the
reader of this message is not the intended recipient or their agent, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or copying of the information is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the
sender and delete all copies.
=======================================================



From: kennedy.david1@att.net
To: Comments
Cc: Kristen.Fidler@maryland.gov
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 2:11:56 PM

I understand you are reviewing the 2024 Stripped Bass regulations for the Chesapeake Bay. I have
reviewed the various proposals and urge you to adopt either Option B1 or Option B2.
 
I believe it is particularly important that all modes be treated equally. The Commission should not
allocated more of a public resource to one particular group’s economic benefit.
 
Thank you for your consideration of my views and your work to sustain and grow our shared outdoor
heritage.
 
David Kennedy
703-472-1302 mobile
3101 Ulster Court
Annapolis, MD 21403
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From: Andy Collins
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 2:39:53 PM

Good Afternoon,
I am writing to express support for whatever restrictions give the striped bass their best chance
and surviving and eventually rebuilding the stock.  I have been fishing since about the age of 4
or 5 and striped bass have been a passion since my adolescence. 

I grew up on an estuary on the South Shore of Massachusetts.  For the past 2 years there have
been almost no stripers in the river.  It is abundantly clear that all measures need to be taken to
give our fishery and these beloved fish the chance they deserve.  
Thank You,
Andy Collins

mailto:andypcollins@gmail.com
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From: Joe Lotito
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 2:54:55 PM

Recreational class B3
Thank you and have a Marry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Sincerely
Joseph Lotito
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:rwasmcpa@yahoo.com
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From: Ray Weber
To: Comments
Subject: [External] ROCKFISH REGULATIONS
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 2:55:38 PM

Now that catch and keep of one rockfish (striped bass) per day has ended for the year I’m
disappointed that catch and release is allowed for what is becoming an endangered
species.  I’m even more disappointed that gill netting is having a heyday taking whole
schools of rockfish that congregate in the deeper waters of the bay, south of the bay
bridge in the winter.  I remember when I was a child in the 1960’s when we were catching
rockfish for several weeks off the mouth of the Bodkin; a gill netter came in and basically
scooped up the entire school.  I saw the boat that day and the gill net was full of nice sized
fish.  After that we could not find any rockfish to catch in that area and had to look
elsewhere.  I like to catch rockfish and they are good to eat, but I would support a
moratorium so long as it includes the commercial taking of rockfish.  Also, why is there
prejudice against recreational fishermen as individuals when party boats can take at least
twice as many fish per person and the commercial gill netters seem to have whatever they
want?
 
Thank you for listening.
 

Ray Weber
410-549-3307 (home)
276-698-0350 (cell)
 

mailto:drweber@outlook.com
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From: Randy Sigler
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II - Update Option B
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 3:22:33 PM

Dear ASMFC,

My name is Randy Sigler, and I am writing as the owner of (what I believe is) the
largest/busiest guide service in the country that targets Striped Bass. With 10 (+/-) boats
running one or two trips a day, virtually every day of the season June - Sept), we typically run
1,000 - 1,400 Striped Bass trips a season. 

Needless to say, the health of the striped bass stock is extremely important to our business, and
to the livelihood of the guides who work for me. 

With that as a frame of reference, I want to express how pleased we were with this past year’s
size & bag limits (1 fish 28” to less than 31”). We saw first hand the surge of fish entering the
legal slot in 2022 and (previous legal slot) in 2023. We are absolutely thrilled that these fish
from the 2015 year class, critical to the long term success of the population, are being
protected.

Our business is successful if we have fish to catch … it is not dependent on sending every
client home with a “keeper” striped bass. In fact, we probably average one legal fish retained
for every four or five trips. We certainly catch “legal" fish frequently, but when customers
understand the science behind the population, they are more than happy to release fish that
could otherwise be kept. 

I suspect that you will hear from some charter operators that they need better access to
legal/keeper striped bass in order to attract customers. I am writing to tell you that that is
absolutely not the case for us. 

As a significant player in the striped bass charter business, representing 10+ full time striped
bass charter captains, I urge you to please Adopt Option B for striped bass regulations, and
place every emphasis possible on allowing the stock to fully recover.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if I can be of any further assistance.

Sincerely,

Capt. Randy Sigler
Sigler Guide Service
1 Peabody Ln
Marblehead, MA, 01945
617-459-1798
www.Striper.com
randy@striper.com
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From: Jack Tatelman
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 3:42:20 PM

I am for a complete moratorium on both Commercial and Recreational harvesting to secure a replenishment of the
biomass. But if that’s not possible maintain I am in favor of Option “B” in order to achieve maximum conservation.
Thank you
Jack Tatelman
Marblehead, MA
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:JackT@mvdc.com
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From: John Rogers
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 3:47:02 PM

I am strongly in favor of keeping the Massachusetts slot as is, Option B.

Current status of the population and another weak spawning year makes continued strong conservative necessary.

Thank you
John Rogers
8 Gregory St
Marblehead, MA

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:john_f_rogers@comcast.net
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From: Joshua Parker
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 4:01:14 PM

Hello Emilie, 

I'm writing to submit my comments regarding proposed Amendment 7 Addendum II. I have
not been able to attend any of the live or virtual hearings because their timing (~6-8pm) has
been incompatible with my family demands unfortunately. I hope that this email will be given
as much weight that an in-person comment would. 

I have two young children, ages two and five. The elder is getting interested in fishing and I
want to share my love of striper fishing with him. Over the past six years since moving back to
Massachusetts, I've observed my productivity on the water decrease dramatically -- by 50% or
more. I worry that soon there will be no more stripers to introduce my son to, and that the
stock condition is far worse than projected in this addendum. 

With this, I support the following Addendum II options: 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options -- Option B. 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022
seasons (all modes).

I believe that all recreational anglers should operate under the same guidelines
whether personal or with a charter. I also believe it's imperative to protect the
2015 year class by maintaining the 28"-31" slot.  

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options -- Option B1. 1 fish 19"-23" all
modes. 

I believe we're in a place where management needs to be as conservative as
possible, and I oppose mode splits -- all recreational anglers should operate under
the same regulations, charter or not. Additionally, the 23" maximum will help
protect the 2017 and 2018 year classes. 

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements -- Option B.
Enforcement officials should be given as much information for their jobs as 
possible. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options -- Option B.
I'm reluctant with my response here as I believe reductions should be taken off of
landings, rather than quota (which isn't being met). But given the options in the
addendum, B is preferable. 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates -- Option B board action. 
I believe responses to upcoming stock assessments must be made as rapidly as
possible. Another addendum process could take a year wasting valuable
rebuilding time. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Best regards, 
Josh Parker

-- 
Josh Parker
(781) 572-6102

mailto:joshua.parker5285@gmail.com
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From: Ryan Kim
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 5:49:10 PM

To the ASMFC and Striped Bass Advisory Board,
 
My name is Ryan Kim - I live in Newton, Massachusetts and do a lot of catch and release fly-
fishing and light tackle fishing for Striped Bass in Buzzards Bay and Boston Harbor.   I am
originally from Maryland so am very familiar with the Chesapeake Bay and its importance
to the entire East Coast striper ecosystem.  I am one of the many hundreds of thousands of
recreational Striped Bass anglers along the Atlantic seaboard who are concerned about the
health of this amazing species. 
 
I am worried that:

·       The five most recent Striped Bass spawns were utter failures in the
Chesapeake
·       The Chesapeake supports 70-80% of the coastwide population of Striped
Bass
·       Chesapeake Bay commercial Striped Bass harvest volumes have been
significantly higher than all the states combined
·       The harvest mortality in recent years has increased dramatically

Past overfishing coupled with poor spawning seasons now threaten the future of Striped Bass
fishing for commercial and recreational anglers.

For the reasons above I support the following options within Addendum II:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes)

·       The 28”-31” slot limit will help protect the 2015 class and maintain a
consistent regulation
·       Mode splits will result in increased harvesting and are essentially not fair.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

·      Option B1 would place all of the Chesapeake’s jurisdictions under the
same size and creel limit, achieving far greater consistency across the region. 
·      The Chesapeake Bay needs to contribute to conservation measures like the
rest of coast

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:Option B with a full 14.5% reduction to both
the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

·       The Chesapeake Bay commercial fishery has not taken a meaningful
reduction since 2015. We all need to act now if we want decent Striped Bass
fishing in the future.

mailto:rkim@castleislandpartners.com
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3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action

If we are going to have a chance at rebuilding Striped Bass stocks by 2029 the board may need
to act nimbly to address science and data presented to the board.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment. I urge the ASMFC and the Striped Bass
Advisory Board to act and take the measures necessary to preserve healthy, abundant, future
populations of Striped Bass for everyone.
 
Sincerely,
Ryan Kim
45 Bishopsgate Road
Newton MA 02459
(617) 650-6236
-- 
Ryan S. Kim
Castle Island Partners, LLC
(617) 650-6236
rkim@castleislandpartners.com
https://www.castleislandpartners.com/  
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ryankim2/

mailto:rkim@castleislandpartners.com
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From: Chris Chan
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 6:07:28 PM

My name is Chris Chan.  I am an avid saltwater recreational angler and moor a boat on the
Westport River in southeastern Massachusetts. I am interested in Striped Bass and other
recreational fish management.  Thank you for providing this opportunity to comment. 
 
The data are highly supportive of the conclusion that in many recent years Striped Bass are not
reproducing sustainably and that overfishing is both contributory and damaging.  It appears a
portion of the Massachusetts angling community, lead primarily by commercial anglers, is not
facing the facts.  
 

·       The five most recent Striped Bass spawns were utter failures in the
Chesapeake
·       The Chesapeake supports 70-80% of the coastwide population of Striped Bass
·       Chesapeake Bay commercial Striped Bass harvest volumes have been
significantly higher than all the states combined
·       The harvest mortality in recent years has increased dramatically

Past overfishing coupled with poor spawning seasons now threaten the future of Striped Bass
fishing for commercial and recreational anglers.
 

For the reasons above I support the following options within Addendum II:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes)

·       The 28”-31” slot limit will help protect the 2015 class and maintain a
consistent regulation
·       Mode splits will result in increased harvesting and are essentially not fair.

 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

·      Option B1 would place all of the Chesapeake’s jurisdictions under the same
size and creel limit, achieving far greater consistency across the region. 
·      The Chesapeake Bay needs to contribute to conservation measures like the
rest of coast

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:Option B with a full 14.5% reduction to both
the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

·       The Chesapeake Bay commercial fishery has not taken a meaningful reduction
since 2015. We all need to act now if we want decent Striped Bass fishing in the
future.

 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action
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If we are going to have a chance at rebuilding Striped Bass stocks by 2029 the board must act
now to address science and data presented.

 
Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment. I urge the ASMFC and the Striped Bass
Advisory Board to act and take the measures necessary to preserve healthy, abundant, future
populations of Striped Bass for everyone.
 
 
Christopher Chan
AIA
LEED AP
Home Energy Rating System Associate
Certified Building Evaluator Safety Assessment Program
 
CHAN MOCK ARCHITECTS
165 Amory Street
Cambridge, MA 02139
 
cchan@chanmockarchitects.com
T 617 576 2508  F 617 547 8699
chanmockarchitects.com
Follow us on LinkedIn and facebook
 

mailto:cchan@chanmockarchitects.com
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From: Glenn Yoder
To: Comments
Subject: [External] “Striped Bass Draft Addendum II”
Date: Saturday, December 16, 2023 6:47:41 AM

I am writing in support of Option B4 for the 2024 Striped Bass Season.

Thank you for your consideration

Glenn Yoder, GRI, CRS
Associate Broker
Berks Homes Realty
PO Box 7
3335 Morgantown Road
Mohnton PA 19540
m. 717.575.4059
o. 484.399.4747
email: gyoder@berkshomes.com

mailto:gyoder.homes@gmail.com
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From: James Morabito
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Saturday, December 16, 2023 10:18:39 AM

Dear Emilie,

My name is James Morabito. Please take a look at the comments on Amendment 7,
Addendum 2. 

I have been an avid surfcaster for over 50 years and live on Plum Island, Newbury,
MA. I am also on the board of directors of The Plum Island Surfcasters. I believe the
striped bass stock condition is much worse than is being projected in this addendum.
Since we are located toward the Northern reach of the striped bass ocean fishery, we
will first see more acute changes in the population. Many of our members who
maintain detailed fishing logs have seen a 60 to 75% reduction in their catch over the
past five years. 

I support the following Addendum 2 options:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options. I keep Option B, one fish at 28” to
31” with the 2024 season (all modes).

All recreational anglers should operate under the same size and fish limit guidelines.
We must protect the 2015-year class and maintain the current 28” to 31” size limit. 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options. The membership supports
Option B2 at one fish at 19” to 24”.

Option B2 was selected since it meets the desired 14.5 % reduction while holding all
recreational anglers to the same size and fish limit.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification. I support Option B.

While all recreational anglers should operate under the same regulations and do not
support Options C1 or C2, Option B should be used if either option is selected.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements. I support Option B.

Option B gives law enforcement the ability to ensure compliance with regulations.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options. I support Option B.

I support a quota reduction of 14.5%. This would align the commercial quota
reduction with the expected recreational reduction percentages. This is especially

mailto:jmorapi@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


needed since some states have commercial size limits focused on the primary
spawning stock. 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment. I support Option B

I support allowing the Board to quickly address stock assessment data that indicates
the stock is not projected to meet rebuild probability. This option should be limited to
only handling assessment data that shows the stock will not meet rebuild probability.

Thank you,

James Morabito



From: Ray Weber
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Saturday, December 16, 2023 10:46:08 AM

In regards to the Striped Bass Draft Addendum II part of what is happening on the bay you
need to take into account what happens with the party boats when it comes to catch and
release of fish.  Most of the party boats keep this a secret but there is one who routinely
posts the success of landing large fish on a fishing forum.  I think the AMFSC needs to take
this into consideration when determining regulations going forward.  The Chesapeake Bay
regulations currently have catch and release open all winter as well as commercial netting
of fish both of which must be having a negative impact on the breeding stock of rockfish. 
 See the link below to read the postings on the forum.
 
2023 MD Chesapeake Bay Fishing Reports - Page 17 - The Hull Truth - Boating and Fishing Forum
 

Ray Weber
276-698-0350 (cell)
 

mailto:drweber@outlook.com
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From: Info
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Saturday, December 16, 2023 2:53:32 PM

To who it may concern,

I support Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both fisheries. 

While I strongly supported the initiation of Addendum II, I believe that the
potential outcomes of this action are not enough to ensure long-term striped
bass sustainability and abundance. I think that it is critical that managers
continue efforts to protect the 2015 year-class and maintaining the 28-31” slot
achieves that goal, while providing some consistency for anglers and the stock
assessment scientists.

I think that the Chesapeake Bay region is in desperate need for conservation
and precautionary fisheries management. I support Option B1 for many of the
same reasons applicable to the ocean, but now the Bay’s recreational fisheries
need to contribute to conservation. If the Ocean fishery can have a 3” slot, then
the Chesapeake can deal with a 4” slot. 

Sincerely,
 
Jim Bernstein
Eldredge Bros Fly Shop
1480 US Rt 1
PO Box 69
Cape Neddick Me. 03902
207-363-9269
info@eldredgeflyshop.com
www.eldredgeflyshop.com
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From: Justin Cordonnier
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Saturday, December 16, 2023 5:55:23 PM

Hi,

I'm writing in regards to the Striped Bass Draft Addendum II.

I've been fishing for striped bass in Massachusetts for over 25 years.  It is sad what has happened to the
striped bass population, in terms of both reduced numbers of fish overall, and the reduced number of
large fish.  As a result, I am in favor of the following options to hopefully help the striped bass population
recover.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: I support Option B, one fish at 28" - 31" slot limit.  I oppose any mode
splits.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: I support Option B1, one fish at 19" - 23".  I oppose any
mode splits.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: I support Option B, with a 14.5% reduction to both ocean
and Chesapeake Bay quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: I support Option B, the ability of the board to take action based on
the outcome of the stock assessment.

Thank you for your consideration.

Justin Cordonnier
Needham, MA

mailto:justin.cordonnier@yahoo.com
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From: kris magnotti
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 12:35:02 AM

 To whom it may concern,
 My name is Kris Magnotti I’m a Long Island resident living in Massapequa NY. After spending the last 20 years in
pursuit of my beloved striped bass I know now more than ever you as an organization have failed over and over
again to do what has been needed to do to keep this species safe. The shortsighted greed that apparently has blinded
those in charge of the care of this precious resource once again reared it’s ugly head.  With the current situation we
are faced with (striped bass deemed “overfished” by you themselves, an “emergency slot limit” evoked, and now
Chesapeake young of year number at RECORD LOWS I’d like to give my support to OPTION B across the entire
addendum. I still think it’s to little to late as we know by 2027 we’ll be faced with record low numbers of “slots” as
once again you’ve failed to protect the 2015 class. These fish are worth more alive than dead. The money I spend
alone on tackle, travel, accommodations, in a season is significant and I haven’t killed a striped bass in over 16
years. Please for my son and your children’s children do the right thing.
Thanks for your time
Kris

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:gloryhorse78@gmail.com
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From: Abigale Howell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass addendum public commentary
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 7:38:54 AM

Good morning,

Please let this serve as my public comment in support of protecting the overfished striped bass
population and support of rebuilding the stock. If we are going to maintain our lifestyle in
harmony with our oceanic wildlife populations we must respect and protect those that are in
jeopardy of being overfished. 

Thank you !

Abby Howell
Biddeford ME
-- 
Abigale R. Howell

mailto:ahowellx3@gmail.com
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From: Christopher Diehl
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Regulations
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 8:02:52 AM

Good Morning,
I am a licensed fishing guide in Maryland, and former owner/operator of Teaser Charter
Fishing, with plans to return to charter fishing in 2025. I respectfully ask that you support
option C-2 for the new regulations being proposed. The charter fishing industry in MD
participates the the FACTS reporting, giving fisheries managers current, up to date
information on their catch. This sector of the fishery stakeholders is accountable, and is also
the smallest user group as a whole in MD waters. Charterboat operators have caught 17% less
striped bass per the FACTS reporting in the last 3 years. Cutting the allowable catch for this
segment will have a very detrimental effect on the ability to attract clients to book dates. 

Thank You,
Christopher Diehl
Conowingo, MD 

Get Outlook for iOS

mailto:capt-chris@hotmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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From: Ron Essig
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Comments
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 9:38:26 AM

Hello,

My only comment is on the ocean recreational fishery.  My preference is Option B with fish at
28-31 inches.  My second choice would be Option D.  I don't like the other options that allow
different lengths in for-hire modes.  Particularly bad is Option E where for-hire can keep fish
smaller than other modes.

Thank you for careful attention to this important fishery.

Ron Essig

mailto:rjessig@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: David Showell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 10:04:32 AM

To the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission. 
My name is David Showell, I currently own and have been the owner of a small
marina, Absecon Bay Sportsman Center on Absecon Creek, Absecon, NJ, for
over thirty eight years.  This is the access to Absecon Inlet, at the North end Of
Atlantic City and the South End of Brigantine.  This is the center of New Jersey's
Recreational Striped Bass Fishery. 
 
When I bought the marina in 1985, the Striped Bass literally didn't exist in
South Jersey.  My personal saltwater fishing mania started around 1968 when I
was fourteen years old.  At the time Stripers were hardly even in the vocabulary
of the local fishing population except for a clique of secretive diehards that
fished the migrations.  Despite many, possibly hundreds of trips on the local
back bays catching Summer Flounder, Winter Flounder,  Weakfish, Bluefish and
many Panfish I never even hooked a Striper. 
 
Today I fish the same areas with very similar tactics almost all year and catch
enough Striped Bass to target them with my successful Back Bay Guide Service,
Absecon Bay Fishing Safaris, in addition to running what I consider the best Bait
and Tackle Shop in South Jersey and specialize in Striped Bass Fishing.
 
Enough introduction and I will get to the point of the mater.  In my opinion,
none of the options indicated by the Commission is at all relevant to the
Striped Bass Fishery.  I feel with one hundred per cent certainty that the
current population of Striped Bass could easily support a daily limit of one
reasonable sized fish per person. I believe that the current size limit twenty
eight inches, to under thirty one inches  puts extreme pressure on Recreational
Anglers to catch, handle , release and possibly kill many more Stripers than
they would if they could catch a fish that they are allowed to harvest for
consumption. 
 
I believe that the current biomass of Striped Bass is much larger than is

mailto:showelldavid@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


reported by current science.  I know that the science that is being used is
supposedly the best science and that is what you have to use and that anything
that I can tell you is not documented with a scientific method, so I won't go into
details here.  However I do remember a little bit about the scientific method.  I
graduated from Stockton State College in 1976 with a BS in Natural Resource
Management and Planning, so I have learned how to learn and observe what is
going on around me.
 
From hundreds of first hand reports from anglers coming into the Absecon Bay
Sportsman Center and way too many hours of following internet reports about
Stripers up and down the entire east coast.  I am absolutely sure that there are
many more Stripers in the population today than at any time in my life time.  As
a mater of fact even as I am writing this there is fantastic striper fishing going
on from Long Island, New York to Virginia Beach.  That doesn't even begin to
count the Stripers who are currently outside the three mile EEZ line and appear
to have taken up permanent residence out there. 
 
I would like to thank anyone and everyone who has taken the time to read this
and I hope that I have possibly put some sort of idea in your head that can help
make sensible decisions on the future of the Striped Bass here in our Atlantic
Ocean.
 
Sincerely,
Capt. David Showell

 

Absecon Bay Sportsman Center
81 Natalie Terrace
Absecon, NJ 08201
tackle@abseconbay.com
609-484-0409,
www.abseconbay.com
www.facebook.com/abseconbay
www.facebook.com/fishabsecon
www.battleofthebackbay.com
www.anglernetworkusa.com
Private Cell 609-513-1568

mailto:tackle@abseconbay.com
http://www.abseconbay.com/
http://www.facebook.com/abseconbay
http://www.facebook.com/fishabsecon
http://www.battleofthebackbay.com/
http://www.anglernetworkusa.com/


From: Matt Byrnes
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 11:08:06 AM

Dear AMFC,

As a relatively new angler who is now learning about and following the
history and future of the fishery, I would strongly support the strongest
possible measures to support a sustainable fishery in the near and far
future.  We are clearly at yet another crossroads and the idea of enacting an
addendum which attempts to appease for hire and commercial fisherman, or
even recreational anglers, with additional catch limits or a broader slot,
simply does not make sense.  As someone who has hired guides in the
past, I would also say that the argument that they "need" to be able to
advertise "taking fish home," is not a strong enough argument.  Very few
people that I know hire charters so that they can come home with fish.  The
vast majority want to have a fun and exciting day on the water catching fish,
and don't need, or want, to bring home dinner.

Please do all that you can to hold the line on the slot so that we can all fish
far into the future, hopefully with our children and grandchildren as well.

Respectfully,

Matt Byrnes

-- 
Matthew J. Byrnes | Head of School
He/Him
Wooster School | 91 Miry Brook Road, Danbury, CT 06810
matt.byrnes@woosterschool.org | 203.830.3906
Schedule a Quick Call 
Faculty Check-in

mailto:matt.byrnes@woosterschool.org
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:matt.byrnes@woosterschool.org
https://calendly.com/matt-byrnes/quick-call-with-matt
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From: Matt Byrnes
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Re: Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 11:11:41 AM

My apologies for neglecting to provide my specific support.  Please see
below:

3.1 Recreational Fishery Management
3.1.1: I support option B: a slot of 28-31” for all modes (no mode split). 
3.1.2: I support option b1: a slot of 19-23” for all modes (no mode split).
3.1.3: n/a
3.1.4: I support option B: establish minimum requirements for fish
processing.

3.2 Commercial Fishery Management
3.2.1. I support option B: reduction of up to 14.5% of quota—preferably on
the average harvest rather than the pre-existing quota.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates
3.3: I support option B: board action when stock is not projected to rebuild
by 2029.

Respectfully,

Matt Byrnes

On Sun, Dec 17, 2023 at 11:07 AM Matt Byrnes <matt.byrnes@woosterschool.org> wrote:
Dear AMFC,

As a relatively new angler who is now learning about and following the
history and future of the fishery, I would strongly support the strongest
possible measures to support a sustainable fishery in the near and far
future.  We are clearly at yet another crossroads and the idea of enacting
an addendum which attempts to appease for hire and commercial
fisherman, or even recreational anglers, with additional catch limits or a
broader slot, simply does not make sense.  As someone who has hired
guides in the past, I would also say that the argument that they "need" to
be able to advertise "taking fish home," is not a strong enough argument. 
Very few people that I know hire charters so that they can come home with
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fish.  The vast majority want to have a fun and exciting day on the water
catching fish, and don't need, or want, to bring home dinner.

Please do all that you can to hold the line on the slot so that we can all fish
far into the future, hopefully with our children and grandchildren as well.

Respectfully,

Matt Byrnes

-- 
Matthew J. Byrnes | Head of School
He/Him
Wooster School | 91 Miry Brook Road, Danbury, CT 06810
matt.byrnes@woosterschool.org | 203.830.3906
Schedule a Quick Call 
Faculty Check-in

-- 
Matthew J. Byrnes | Head of School
He/Him
Wooster School | 91 Miry Brook Road, Danbury, CT 06810
matt.byrnes@woosterschool.org | 203.830.3906
Schedule a Quick Call 
Faculty Check-in

mailto:matt.byrnes@woosterschool.org
https://calendly.com/matt-byrnes/quick-call-with-matt
https://calendly.com/matt-byrnes/faculty-check-in
mailto:matt.byrnes@woosterschool.org
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https://calendly.com/matt-byrnes/faculty-check-in


From: John Kuriawa
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Public Comment on Striped Bass Draft Addendum II -- John Kuriawa
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 11:29:53 AM

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing to provide input on your consideration of changes to striped bass management
along the Atlantic Coast.  As an advocate of catch and release fishing with a strong
conservation mindset, among the options you have presented with regard to Addendum II, I
support those noted below:

Recreational Coast: Option B - Status Quo 28-31” for all fisheries
Recreational Bay: Option B1 19-23”   
Commercial: 14.5% reduction in quota
Board Response:   B. Board Action
Implementation dates:  ASAP

Additionally, I urge consideration of the expansion of both no take or no targeting zones to
protect striped bass during the spring spawn and during times of when high water temperatures
are known to cause mortality in the catch and release fishery.  These areas should be inclusive
of ALL river systems known to host spawning runs, including, but not limited to all
Chesapeake Bay primary tributaries and rivers to the north such as the Delaware, Hudson,
Raritan, and Connecticut.  In the event that closures of spawning habitats during the spawn are
not possible, I would urge consideration of only catch and release fishing using circle or
barbless hooks.  

While fisheries managers cannot control springtime river flows and water temperatures, we
can adopt more cautionary regulations to ensure the sustainability of the most valuable
sportfish on the eastern seaboard.  Thank you for considering my input.

Sincerely,

John

John Kuriawa
320 Arundel Beach Road
Severna Park, MD 21146

mailto:johnkuriawa@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Dave Butler
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 12:14:21 PM

Asmfc

Please fight to make strippers a game fish and make the  daily bag limit the same for all red vs charter.  The set thing
bilolgically  is making it a fish that survives forever.

Thanks for listening

Dave Butler
(410)382-1866

mailto:davebutler63@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Earl Witmer
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass season
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 1:20:31 PM

All that needs to be done is get Omega out of the bay and outlaw live bait.
                      Thank you,
                      Earl Witmer

mailto:witmerpws@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Doug Frazee
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 1:52:15 PM

My preference is for option B4 but really any of the b options work for me. It's ridiculous to
have non-equitable limits in favor of charter boat captains.  Time to reverse that decision and
never do it again.  Thanks for your important work!

Doug Frazee

mailto:dgfrazee@gmail.com
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From: Kenneth Holt
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 5:32:49 PM

Dear ASMFC,

It is clear from multiple studies and counting of the young of the year that the striped bass
population is teetering on collapse.  Striped bass are not the only species at risk but it is
important that conservation steps are implemented for specific problems.  As an avid fly
fisherman, I value the striped bass and I am willing to make sacrifices to ensure the health
of the stocks.

As a management board, I ask you to make conservation of the species a priority.
Management for abundance rather than simply for survival seems a wise course.  I applaud
the recently announced steps being considered in Maryland to take a difficult stand in
defense of the health of the striped bass stock and hope that such bold ideas are being
discussed everywhere striped bass live and migrate.

Best regards,

Ken Holt

Sent from my iPad

mailto:khholt7@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Corinne Green
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 6:37:24 PM

The Stripped Bass fishery has been badly mismanaged with conservation equity.  Virginia has the tightest measures
while it has the shortest season as well.  If you were concerned about the spawn in the Chesapeake Bay of Virginia
you’d have to protect the fish in other states with tighter restrictions so they can even make it to Virginia. The
Maryland portion of the Chesapeake Bay and other states need tighter restrictions, quotas, and a shorter season as
well.  Commercial fishing should be reduced at the same rate as recreational.

In addition, if you were really concerned about the rebuild of the striped bass population you’d be concerned about
their food source.  The menhaden reduction industry is devastating the Chesapeake Bay.  They are removing the
most important forage fish for striped bass and many other fish and species. 

Corinne Green

Sent from my iPad

mailto:75cgreen@gmail.com
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From: STOVER HUGHES
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass draft
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 11:53:08 PM

If you want to increase striped bass and cobia population in the Chesapeake bay  the
menhaden boats should not be allowed to operate in the the bay.  I have fished the
bay since 1966 and have witnessed several species come and go but the decline of
the striped bass is due mainly to the net boats in the bay with their spotter planes.
Maryland had enough sense to stop them years ago. Why can't Virginia.
Thank you
Stover Hughes Sr

mailto:stover044@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Ray Weber
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 3:10:51 PM

I have been a recreational fisherman on the Chesapeake Bay since  1955 and the demise
of the Rockfish overall is disheartening.  I am particularly upset about catch and release on
the bay as I continue to see dead rockfish floating to rot away.  I catch my one fish
allowed per person then try for other types of fish other than striped bass elsewhere. I also
cannot understand why commercial netters are allowed to catch rockfish this time of year
as the schools are congregated south of the Bay Bridge.  That is a significant drain on the
rockfish population.  The party boats are allowed two fish per customer so I also look at
that as prejudice against the independent recreational fisherman.  As such I support any of
the B1-4 options or going to a complete moratorium until stock begin to recover then go to
the B-4 option and monitor how when that maintains the rockfish population.  Get rid of
trophy season altogether,  get rid of catch and release fishing and stop the commercial gill
netters from raping the bay….
 

Ray Weber
276-698-0350 (cell)
 

mailto:drweber@outlook.com
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From: Mitchell Turnage
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 12:47:00 AM

Dear ASMFC board,
I propose the following comments regarding Striped Bass Addendum II.

- The board should consider whether a commercial fishery can really be supported in this
region under current populations.  While recreational are subject to a one fish slot limit
commercial netters target and catch many more fish per individual/boat.  In my opinion this
can only be supported by an abundant population with excess biomass, not the current state of
the ecosystem. When you compare by each individual stakeholder, the impact is
disproportionate.  I believe all stakeholders should be subject to a one fish limit.
- Any action will not be successful in restoring the biomass without regulation and restriction
of localized depletion of Atlantic menhaden populations in the Chesapeake bay. The striped
bass’ major food source is being disproportionally affected in this ecosystem.

Regards,
Mitchell Turnage 

mailto:mitcht3@vt.edu
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From: Gmail
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass amendment 2
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 4:35:49 AM

Greetings,

I am a VSSA member in VA and support the most conservative approach to managing the striped bass recreational
and commercial harvesting. I am concerned that the fishery will not thrive and stocks will be returned to the desired
level by 2029. Taking the most conservative approach now makes the most sense to give the Striper fishery a decent
chance to recover and rebound.

Thank you,

Steve Anderson
515 Bel Crest Terrace
Midlothian VA 23113

804-310-6380
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:fish4fun21@gmail.com
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From: Tim Morris
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 7:09:11 AM

Good Morning,

Thank you for all of the hard work you have put in to this initiative. I am going to be
brief and blunt here-- the number one issue causing the reduction in striped bass
around the Chesapeake is the complete decimation of the menhaden population by
the menhaden fishery. Please address this issue which has caused an imbalance in
the entire ecosystem of the bay and its tributaries. We are simply wasting all of our
time, as we have done for many years now, with everything else until the menhaden
plant is addressed.

Sincerely,

Timothy Morris
Eastern Henrico, VA

mailto:timote@aol.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: JB Benson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 7:20:12 AM

ASMFC,
The Striped Bass shortage calls for drastic conservation action.
Please do your duty to restore this vital fishery.
Thank you.
F. L. Benson Jr
3902 Homestead Rd.
Lanexa, VA 23089

mailto:JB@tni.net
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From: E. W. Inge
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stripers
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 8:11:02 AM

To whom it may concern. When is someone going to wake up. You have allowed gill netting
and commercial hook and lining to decimate the species for years. Removing the breeding
cows is stupid and you let this continue every year. You have allowed the lobbyist  and the
commercial industry to control this fishery too long which has crushed the fishery.The
recreational fishery infuses the local economy the most but receives nothing for their efforts.
Then you let the Menhaden fishery( which is Canadian owned) to rape and pilage the
Chesapeake  Bay. 

WAKE UP!!!!!
E.W.Inge 

mailto:fishrus4@gmail.com
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From: thomas powell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 8:47:29 AM

To whom it may concern, 

I have lived and fished on the Chesapeake Bay the majority of my life other than my time
served in the United States Army. One of my fondest past times as a kid is fishing the lights on
Chisman Creek and catching large Striped Bass right off the dock. In recent years this is not a
thing they are no longer there. I’ve also stopped fishing for Striped Bass in recent years
because the time and cost of fuel to catch one slot Striped Bass is not worth it to me. 

 If you really have concerns about the decline of Striped Bass I recommend pushing Omega
Protein out of the Chesapeake Bay atleast two nautical miles like most other Eastern States.
Would also recommend that they can not use spotter planes. You have continued to tighten
small commercial limits as well as smaller slot sizes recreationally but have not pressured
Omega Protein out the bay and tighter limits on them. We have seen that Menahaden have a
direct reflection on healthy Striped Bass, Cobia, and other fish species population. 

We are letting a commercial company destroy the largest estuary in the United States and the
finger is being pointed at small commercial fisherman and recreational fisherman. It’s very sad
to watch and I’m concerned my son will not get to enjoy the Bay like I did growing up. 

v/r

Thomas W. Powell

mailto:twpowell757@gmail.com
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From: Dennis Whitcomb
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Amendment II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 9:50:11 AM

Being an avoid Striped Bass fisherman I experience the reality of the reduced numbers and
size quality of this fishery.

I totally support reduction efforts to bring this fishery back.

mailto:dwhitcomb.dw@gmail.com
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From: Comcast
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 10:04:06 AM

Sirs:
I support the most conservative measures for reduction of the harvest of Striped Bass everywhere on the east coast
of the United States.
This could include moratoriums on commercial and recreational fishing for the foreseeable future.

Francis Murphy Sprinkel jr
625 chapman street
Ashland, Va 23005
(804)380-7328

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Curtis Backus
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum 11
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 10:56:12 AM

I support a 4 year moratorium for the taking of striped bass in the Chesapeake Bay and rivers.
At the minimum a slot limit as stated for option B-1.
Regards
Curtis Backus 

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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mailto:comments@asmfc.org
https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=nativeplacement&c=Global_Acquisition_YMktg_315_Internal_EmailSignature&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=Global_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100000604&af_sub5=EmailSignature__Static_


From: Keith Workman
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 11:18:06 AM

Dear ASFMC:
As a sports fisherman of the middle and lower Chesapeake Bay over the last 50 years, I
suggest imposing a moratorium on the Striped Bass Fishery, both recreational and
commercial, in the whole Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries and Ocean (in Va waters) until
the population has recovered to sustainable levels.
In my opinion from reviewing the ASFMC documents, any of the other measures are just
postponing the end of the fishery.

Also, going to a "Sportfish" designation would still allow for them to be caught, but not kept.
-- 
Keith Workman
10925 Spray Court
Glen Allen, VA 23060
(804) 350-7635 mobile

mailto:kawrkmn@gmail.com
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From: John Shannon
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 11:31:46 AM

In reference to the Recreational Bay Options, I support implementing Option B1. 

John Shannon
St Leonard, Maryland 

mailto:shannonjl@comcast.net
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From: Jack Bruckner
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 12:03:10 PM

To Whom It May Concern:

I am having a very difficult time understanding how these new regulations will help build back the
population of striped bass by 2029. How can you increase the population of this species when they do not
have the food source required to repopulate? I understand from the public comment meeting held on
December 7, 2023, that we don't want to talk about the menhaden fishing issue, but unfortunately it goes
to the heart of the striped bass issue. For example, I as a recreational fishman have not caught any
striped bass since 2019. I have simply purchased some striped bass from a commercial source as a food
source. It is simply not economical to go fishing for these fish when the population is so low, and the
restrictions are so ridged. Two weeks ago, I purchase two 5 lb. striped bass that were whole and had to
be cleaned. Upon cleaning them, I discovered the stomach contents of each of the fish. Each had a small
menhaden along with a juvenile striped bass in their stomachs. Does that tell you something? I live in
Chesapeake, Virginia, but own property in Cape Charles, VA. I travel the Bay Bridge many times each
year and I have yet to witness the sea birds working a school of menhaden in the last five years or maybe
even longer. Until you address the menhaden food source issue along with regulating the striped bass
regulations of the states north and south of Virginia, you will never meet any recovery goals that are set
for striped bass with Virginia regulations.

Respectfully,

Charles J. Bruckner
4021 Bunch Walnuts Road
Chesapeake, Va 23322
Also
29315 Stuarts Way,
Cape Charles, VA 23310 

mailto:jbbruckner@yahoo.com
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From: David Saavedra
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comments on Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 12:21:12 PM

Hello,

As a Maryland resident and avid recreational fisherman in the Chesapeake Bay, I am writing
to voice my support for Option B1 of the proposed Chesapeake Bay Recreation Options,
shown in the table below. In general, I am favorable toward any of the B options, but I am
most in favor of B1 for it's greatest overall reduction in harvest. 

Thanks for your consideration. I look forward to the decision and hope we can work together
to rebuild healthy stocks.

- David

 

mailto:dsaavedra628@gmail.com
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From: dmwild345@gmail.com
To: Comments; Emilie Franke
Cc: dmwild345@gmail.com
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 12:21:37 PM

Dear Ms. Franke:
I am writing to encourage the Commonwealth of Virginia to take action to increase the
health of Striper fishing in the Chesapeake Bay, which has been in decline for years. 
Many people I know who used to go striper fishing no longer do so because the
population is so low, or because of regulations or the size of the fish are smaller and
fewer fish.  I understand the menhaden fleets have practically depleted striper food in
the Chesapeake Bay,  so the fish don’t come into the bay.  To be profitable those
menhaden fleets much take an abundance of striper food out of the bay.  I ask that
the fleets be outlawed or their harvest be significantly reduced.  Think of all the boats
that would be sold and tackle sold at local stores, all paying taxes throughout the
shores of Virginia – and other states.  Could the Commonwealth collect more from
sports fishing that the menhaden fleets, and keep the Chesapeake Bay in a much
healthier environment for all?
 
The Commonwealth of Virginia should manage the resources for Virginians.  We
must stabilize and provide an environment for the stripe bass to return to an abundant
resources.  Who ensures that the nets aren’t killing stripers caught with other
harvested fish/menhaden? What is being done to limit the commercial catch?  I don’t
believe that the sports fisherman is the issue.  Please allow the menhaden to return in
order to attach striper and other species of fish to VA waters.
 
Thank you:
 
David Wild
13700 Castleway Rd.
Midlothian, VA 23114
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From: Chris Quinn
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Public Comment - Atlantic Striped Bass
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 12:49:52 PM

To whom it may concern,

First, I am extremely glad that efforts are being made to protected the striped bass
population.  From my experiences over the last 5 years, there is a sizable decrease in the
population.  I have a few comments below:

1. The scientific data used to estimate recreation harvests vs. commercial harvest needs to
be more readily available and presented.  There is no way in my opinion in the
Chesapeake Bay (not speaking for ocean harvest), that recreational boats account for
95% and commercial is 5%.  Supporting information:

a. Many recreational anglers, especially the last few years, are coming back with no
or under limit catches.  The average recreational angler spends relatively few days
on the water.  I have a group of 5 guys that I routinely hunt and fish with. 
Together, we spent less than 20 total trips on the bay fishing for rockfish this
year.  I personally only fished for stripers 3 days, with zero keepers.  Only one of
those 5 gives caught a limit of rockfish this year and that was one trip, 4 people.  

b. The four charter boat captains I use, have 7-10 trips per week and routinely fill
their quotas.  On one charter I used annually, we have limited out 5 years straight
of 12 fish (my only rockfish above 19" last year).  

c. In the spring, in 2006-2010, I would routinely catch 2-8 each trip spring trophy
fish and go out 3-5 times.  From 2015-2019, I was catching 0-1 fish a season and
going out 2-3 times.  In 2000s, the same charter captains were doing 2 trips a day
and catching 12 breeding fish a day, 7 days a week.  Those same captains are only
running 1 trip a day (not 7 days a week) and except for 1-2 days in the season
catching 0-2 fishing a trip (running 25 rods).  In 2010, one charter I use caught
over 85 trophy rockfish during the rod and reel tournament (keeping their 18
limit).  

d. There may be many more recreational fisherman, but for most, their success rate
is significantly less and they fish far less often.  I would love to review the data
that suggests CHESAPEAKE BAY recreational harvests are 95%.  I'd love to go to a
100% reporting system on an automated system like deer check-in tied to a
fisherman's license to really see these harvest numbers.  

2. Primary Comment - Based on #1, the commercial rod and reel catch should be the
same as recreational, period.  There are other invasive species such as catfish and
snakeheads that can replace the catch.  This should be a priority anyway for bay
harvest.  

mailto:cquinn26@hotmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


3. A 100% tagging/reporting system for the Chesapeake Bay for all recreation and
commercial should be developed.  The investment would be well worth the effort to
have real data.  A phone app could easily be developed.  The recreational fisherman I
know would have no issue having to report their catch.      

4. If a slot limit is used, fishing methods should be part of the limitations.  I believe
mortality amounts are not accurate for live bait and summer fisheries, especially outside
of the ocean due to water temperatures.  All bays and tributaries should be non-live bait
for targeting rockfish.  The large piles observed down current of the large fleets piled up
on the one or two locations holding large numbers of fish in the Chesapeake Bay from
early June through the entire season is sickening (mostly commercial boats on these
spots except on Saturday and then it is a 50/50 split).  At a minimum, targeting rockfish
with live bait after a limit should be banned.  I recognize this is hard to regulate, but it at
least sets the standard.  The methods used for rockfish in the bay are vastly different
than those employed for rockfish for primary fishing months (e.g., bottom fishing vs.
suspended).  Catch and release should be artificial lures only (see next comment)

5. Trouble hooks should be banned for the rear of any fishing lure where rockfish are being
targeted if slot limits are imposed.     

Christopher Quinn
Pasadena Maryland      



From: Rocco Risbara IV
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:02:54 PM

Hello,
 
It is obvious that striped bass need more help to let stocks rebuild. Please do the right thing for this
fishery that means so much to all of us. I support these options for draft addendum II.
 

3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

 
Thank you for your time.
 
Regards,
 
Rocco Risbara
Scarborough, Maine

mailto:Rocco4@risbara.com
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From: Voltaggio, Robert
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:12:06 PM

To whom it may concern,
I support these options for the draft addendum II:
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

I feel like we have made some progress in taking steps to preserve our striped bass fishery and
we certainly must maintain and accelerate those efforts; we simply cannot go backwards.  I
enjoy fishing for striped bass in my home state of NY and my second home in RI and I have
been appalled by the decline in the fishery over the last few decades.  I hope that someday
soon, my children can enjoy the fishery that I remember from my youth, but that will take all
of us working together to ensure that happens.

Sincerely,
Robert Voltaggio
NY & RI

mailto:Robert.Voltaggio@wbd.com
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From: steven foceri
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:13:54 PM

Hello,

As a writer, guide, surfcaster and conservationist, who lives in the State of New York I
support the options below:

3.1.1 - Opt. B
3.1.2 - Opt. B1
3.2.1 - Opt. B
3.1.4 - Opt. B
3.3 Opt. B

Thank you. 
-SF 
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From: Haynes Courtney
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:16:06 PM

Rec fisherman are already getting screwed over with a one fish per person limit. I get to go at
best 4 times a month. I don't even start until about mid November because the water isn't cold
enough or I have to fish dock lights at night, which isn't worth how dangerous it is. So I might
get to go 6 times total a season. Which means I get to keep between 6 to 12 fish a season(if I
have a second person go with me). There is no way that I am causing the depletion of striper
populations. I watch a "commercial fisherman" fish all day and fill his boat up with 19" fish,
which is a throwback for rec anglers. If you are going to put more restrictions on stripers, you
are just going to have people keeping illegal fish to feed their families. I don't believe
decreasing limit or making a tighter slot for rec anglers will help. What about the decrease in
menhaden populations? Once they are gone, why would gamefish return to our waters. Maybe
we should focus on that instead of penalizing rec anglers on something that is overfished by
commercial guys. I pay for a fresh and saltwater license every year and all I see are public
boat ramps in dire need of fixing up. Can we do something about this? If not, can that money
go to something that will benefit our fishery instead of penalizing rec anglers. It just goes from
one fish to another. Soon, the state will keep us from fishing at all. Doesn't sound like freedom
to me. Prove me wrong and let's do something good for the people of our great state!

mailto:haynescourtney@cox.net
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From: HeyJoe
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Save , preserve and support for The Striped Bass
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:18:17 PM

Greetings to whom it may concern,

Thank you is in order for this monumental task in saving a species of fish,  that has created
hundreds of years of its pursuit as Americas de facto sports fish. 
I would like to take this to address that ultimately another moratorium needs to happen sooner
than later. 
In the past five years of fishing the surf here in Massachusetts & Rhode Island as well as The
Cape Cod Canal I have harvested two striped bass.  Two bass in five years.  I can not say the
same for other fishermen and women.  
Whether legal size or limit what happens in  the darkness of night  is astounding and such a
detriment to the fish. We do not have enough enforcement to slow down the constant abuse of
the law by many in the illegal harvesting of such a prized fish. We are selfish and greedy and
frankly speaking many of us are ignorant. 
We do not have enough leadership in communicating the fragility of the species and its dismal
future. 
When fishing licenses are bought and given on the license whether a physical one or digital
one it must be highlighted what is happening with the striped bass in several languages.
Especially with the rich diversity of people in the northeast who come from all over the world
to live in this great country or simply come to fish for this amazing prized species of fish. 
Use social media : tik tok / instagram and FB to your advantage. Everyone posts their catch of
a lifetime, use the what is in front of you the time is now before it’s too late. 
In closing I support:
3.1.1b
3.1.2b
3.2.1b
3.1.4b
3.3b
Ultimately a moratorium is what I would like most from 2024-2027  but what is proposed will
do for now. 

Regards,
Joe Pereira 
New Bedford, Mass 

mailto:jpvegasdc@gmail.com
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From: Dan Mayberry
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:29:28 PM

Good afternoon,

I support these options for draft addendum II:
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

I think we all deserve to have a healthy stripe bass fishery. I 
would implore for more conservative measures because once 
the resource is gone, there is no guarantee it will return. 

Sincerely,
Dan Mayberry
New York

mailto:dannymayberry@gmail.com
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From: James Rakowski
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:38:53 PM

Dear Commission Members:

I support the following addendum options:

3.1.1 B
3.1.2 B1
3.2.1 B
3.1.4 B
3.3 B

I am a retired Massachusetts resident and fish for bass 9 months a year. I practice catch and release and primarily
use lures with single hooks to reduce fish mortality.  I urge you to adopt measures to build stock abundance.  Thank
you. 

James Rakowski
40 North Falmouth Hy
Falmouth MA 02556

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jrakowski101@gmail.com
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From: Adam Rojek
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:40:52 PM

Hello,

As an avid recreational striped bass fisherman in the state of Rhode Island, I would like to
express my support for the following in regard to the striped bass draft addendum:

3.1.1 - Option B
3.1.2 - Option B1
3.2.1 - Option B
3.1.4 - Option B
3.3 - Option B

The goal should always be to increase and then maintain a strong striped bass population and I
firmly believe these options are what is best for all parties involved. 

Thank you for your time,
Adam Rojek
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From: Peter Bravo
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:47:58 PM

I am writing to express my full support for the inclusion of the following options in Draft
Addendum II: 

3.1.1 Option B, 
3.1.2 Option B1, 
3.2.1 Option B, 
3.1.4 Option B, 
3.3 Option B.

It's crucial to emphasize the significance of safeguarding both the present and forthcoming
classes of striped bass with this addendum. The welfare of this species is at a pivotal juncture,
with the looming threat of the fishery collapsing. Protecting the integrity and sustainability of
the striped bass population is not only an environmental imperative but also vital for the long-
term health of our fisheries and ecosystems.

By implementing these outlined options, we can take proactive measures to ensure the
preservation of the striped bass population. It's imperative that we adopt policies that balance
conservation efforts with the interests of stakeholders, creating a sustainable approach that
safeguards the species for generations to come.

I strongly urge your consideration and support for these options within Draft Addendum II.
Together, we can take decisive steps toward preserving the striped bass and securing its place
in our marine ecosystems.

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter.

Peter Bravo
Milford, CT 

mailto:pbravo139@gmail.com
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From: Michael Brangwynne
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:54:42 PM

Hello ASMFC, 

I offer this email in support of the following options for Draft Addendum II:

3.1.1 Option B

3.1.2 Option B1

3.2.1 Option B

3.1.4 Option B

3.3 Option B

I am a long time recreational striped bass angler residing in Massachusetts. My 

primary concern is rebuilding an abundant biomass as quickly and effectively as 

possible. I believe that these five options for Draft Addendum II will best accomplish 

that objective. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Mike Brangwynne 

==================
Mike Brangwynne

mailto:mike.brangwynne@gmail.com
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From: Andrew Connors
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:55:43 PM

Dear committee,

Thank you for hearing me out. 

If action isn’t taken to protect stripers, we will lose them. Ever wonder why there are no cod
near Cape Cod anymore?  A brief 3-5 year moratorium on catch/kill will likely completely
rebuild the stocks to levels unprecedented. Please sirs, for the sake of future generations, I
implore you to consider:

3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

Thank you,

Andrew Connors
Chappaqua, NY

mailto:dogbittenshoes@gmail.com
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From: Alan
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:12:48 PM

Good afternoon... as a recreational angler in New York, as well as a fisherman who has
followed the struggle to rebuild the SSB  to sustainable levels and to achieve a healthy stock
by 2029…i want to show my support for  the following proposals on the table at tonights in
person NY meeting…as in  the past i maintain support for ASGA and their positions for
rebuilding the stock for abundnce with regulations that are shared along the entire Atlantic
coast , including recreational and commercial quotas that are geared toward sustainability and
abundance…

Thank you for your time.

Please see below as i support the following.

3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B3

Alan Berger
516-647-1391
bergersmac@gmail.com
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From: Theo Rzepski
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:15:27 PM

To Members of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission

I appreciate the complexity and collision of data and the interests of all sides of the striped bass conservation
problem.

I am 75 years old and have fished for stripers for over 50 years. I lived through the crash of the striped populations
that led to the need for a moratorium. The moratorium worked. Striped bass populations surged.

But over the last 20 years I have seen the striped bass population plummet. I now practice catch and release. Every
year I fish saltwater in New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island and Massachusetts. Every year I catch
fewer fish. On rare occasions I luck into a feeding pod and catch a few fish. During the 1990’s and 2000’s I caught
and released a huge amount of striped bass.

Regulations must be enforced to protect the stocks of stripers. Specifically I urge the adoption of the following
amendments.
3.1.1 option B
3.1.2 option B
3.2.1 option B
3.4    option B
3.3    option B

The other saltwater fish I am concerned about is Bluefish. They have become scarce in the waters I regularly fish.

Thank you for your work

Ted Rzepski
64 Westland ave
West Hartford, Ct 06107

tedrzepski@gmail.com
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From: Susca, George
To: Comments
Subject: [External]
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:27:33 PM

I support the following options 

3.1.1 
3.1.2
3.2.1
3.1.4
3.3

I want the striped Bass fishery to be strong for the future 

George Susca | Managing Partner
Costello's Ace Hardware
5135 Merrick Rd.
Massapequa Pk., NY 11762
516-798-5757 ph  |  516-798-1420 fx  |  #11428 (8)
logo
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From: beachfire@optonline.net
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass addendum ii
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:30:34 PM

I support the options of number ii, option B and option B1

These are the most logical options for all involved.

William Herlihy

N Y State Surfcaster
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From: Chris Del Toro
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:40:15 PM

I support these options for draft addendum II":
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

I am from Connecticut State. I feel that this is
important to me because If I can't fish for striped
bass, life aint worth livin'

Thank you

Chris Del toro
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From: Teddy Nesius
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:51:30 PM

I support these options for draft addendum II.
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

My name is Theodore Nesius. Recreational surf caster from Massachusetts. Thank you for
taking the time to read my email and take my input into consideration. I am concerned with
the poor spawning that has been taking place. I have seen a dramatic drop in the numbers of
sixteen inch fish and smaller. This past season has been my worst since the early 2000's. I
have taken steps to help with release mortality by, not measuring or weighing fish, I have
learned to counter balance my lures with small weights so I only use 1 belly treble hook, and
crush the barbs instead of 2 treble hooks, I don't have a waterproof phone or camera so I'm not
tempted to take photos of fish. I've gotten a lot faster at not removing fish from the water and
releasing them faster. I typically fish in Boulder fields so I am standing in waste deep water.
Thank you for your time. 
Teddy Nesius.  Ps I wish all meetings were hybrid....
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From: Gmail
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:56:14 PM

Greetings, 
As an avid recreational Striped Bass angler throughout Southern New England, I would like to
register my support for the following 2024 season options as outlined in draft addendum II.

3.1.1 Option B

I feel strongly that all modes of fisherman should share in the efforts to conserve at the same
level.

3.1.2 Option B1

I feel strongly that all regions and modes of fisherman should share in the efforts to conserve
at the same level

3.1.4 Option B

These are sensible and pragmatic regulatory requirements.

3.2.1 Option B

All regions and modalities should share in the efforts to conserve the species.

3.3 Option B

Expedited response to assessment updates should be at the discretion of the Board. There are
scenarios where a timely response may be critical, and empowerment of the board seems
sensible.

From a personal perspective, I hope to be able to pursue striped bass recreationally for many
years to come without another moratorium, and any conservation methods that will allow that
are a small price to pay. 

Brian Rooney 
Narragansett, RI
540.422.5030

mailto:bandaroon@gmail.com
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From: William Prodouz
To: Comments; Emilie Franke
Cc: MIKE ARMSTRONG; Dan Mckiernan; Raymond Kane; sarah.peake@mahouse.gov; sarah.ferrara@mahouse.org
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Management Addendum
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:57:37 PM

Ms. Emilie Franke, FMP Coordinator
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 N. Highland Street
Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, VA 22201
comments@asmfc.org
efranke@asmfc.org

NOTE TO MASSACHUSETTS MEMBERS OF ASMFC AND THEIR PROXY all CC'd 

I am a long time recreational angler for striped bass. I am a past officer in several Fishing
clubs (the eyes and ears on our environment because we are out there daily). I know the stocks
are in trouble. I know and communicate with hundreds of anglers and while we all have
occasional good days and fewer great days, there are many days with fewer or no fish. There
is a noticeable shortage of sublegal bass (year classes after 2015).

Striped bass drive a large part of our spring, summer and fall economy in Massachusetts
(especially Cape Cod and coastal economies). Tackle sales, bait sales,guides, transportation,
meals  and lodging are all reliant on a strong striped bass population and vibrant fishery. Why
put that all at risk without fighting for a full 14.5% mortality reduction?

I support all measures to achieve a 14.5% mortality reduction.

Commercial quotas should be required to meet the 14.5% reduction.

Recreational anglers should be required to meet the 14.5% reduction.

For Hire Recreational Anglers should meet the 14.5% reduction too. There should be no
increased size slot for recreational anglers on for hire vessels. This is short sighted and could
lead to future closure options for all anglers if the decrease in mortality fails to rebuild the
stocks. Give up a little now for the For Hire guides to survive in the future.  As I have stated in
open hearings, For Hire (charter guides) need to sell the experience not the few extra pounds
in a slightly larger "legal" striped bass.

 WE ALL MUST SHARE THE BURDEN. We have been and continue to be falling behind in
rebuilding the stocks of the iconic Striped Bass. Don't fall short again without an angler wide
effort.

 I encourage the Massachusetts ASMFC representatives to be aggressive in fighting for
maximum mortality reduction.

Regards,
William Prodouz
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mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org
mailto:michael.armstrong@mass.gov
mailto:dan.mckiernan@state.ma.us
mailto:ray@capecodfishermen.org
mailto:sarah.peake@mahouse.gov
mailto:sarah.ferrara@mahouse.org
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:efranke@asmfc.org


PO Box 612
Pocasset, MA 02559

Please find my official comments by Management Options for ASMFC below. Thank you.

As to Fishery Status:
I urge ASMFC to take the 14.5% reduction in removals needed to maintain the current
rebuilding timeline and not delay reductions until the 2024 stock assessment update. 

As to Management Options:
I urge ASMFC to only approve Addendum 2 with a package of measures with at least a 50%
probability of achieving the 14.5% reduction.

Ocean Recreational Fishery Options:

As to Option A Status Quo (28”-35” Slot Limit):
• I oppose the status quo option. Let the 2015 year class survive.

As to Option B (28” -31” slot limit):
• I support Option B because it provides the best chance of meeting the 14.5% reduction and
saves some 2015 year class bass.

As to Option C (Split Mode – private anglers 28”- 31” slot &amp; for-hire anglers 28”-33”):
• “a recreational angler is a recreational angler” whether fishing from land, jetty, boat or other.
Don't sell a few extra inches of our resource that we all must manage
• Recreational mode splits should be an amendment level decision. Deep dive discussions of
separate allocation, separate monitoring, separate data requirements, separate accountability
measures and separate financial contributions must be analyzed.
• Option C provides less reduction in removals than Option B.
• Trip preservation is NOT the reason Addendum 2 was initiated and I urge ASMFC to reject
this option. (Another reason to reject trip preservation is education. Mode splits will
discourage for-hire operators and customers from adapting business models and expectations
of catch to the current state of the fishery.) It is in trouble for all anglers.

It is difficult enough for the Environmental Police without more "slot" options".

As to Option D (30” -33” slot limit): I do not support it.
• Option D only reduces mortality by 12.8% vs. 14.5% goal.

As to Option E (Split Mode – private anglers 30”-33” ; for-hire anglers 28”-33”):
• I oppose this option for the same reasons I oppose Options C and D

As to Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:
• I support Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions because it
meets the required 14.5% reduction goal.

As to Commercial Quota Reduction Options:
• I support a reduction of 14.5% to preserve the current rebuilding timeline.
• I support a reduction in the Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries of 14.5% to preserve the



current rebuilding timeline.

As to For-Hire Management Clarification, I support option A Status Quo
• Option B is unenforceable and fails to advance the purpose of Addendum 2.

As to Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements
• I support Option A Status Quo. For Hire and private anglers face the same difficulties when
it comes to local "filet at the dock" prohibitions. This document fails to provide justification
that this option advances the purpose of Addendum 2.

As to Response to Stock Assessment: I support Option B—Board Action.
• I believe Recreational mode splits being placed into Addendum 2 with very little
conservation benefit is wrong and prefer ASMFC to use emergency action for a quick
response and then launch a formal Amendment 8 after the 2024 stock assessment. I think the
emergency cut to 28" to under 31" may have saved the 3025 year class so they may spawn
again and again.

THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT!

Regards,

William Prodouz
PO Box 612
Pocasset, MA 02559



From: chris.malgee@vbbackwater.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Regulations
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 3:38:05 PM
Attachments: image001.png

To whom it may concern,
 
      My name is Chris Malgee, and I’m a Captain that operates a for-hire vessel for recreational
anglers.  For years, the Striped Bass was the primary target for both local and traveling anglers.  The
economic impact of this fishery was significant and has been depleted considerably along with the
population to these fish.  As someone who lived with and saw the benefits of the initial moratorium,
but dealt with the consequences of it, I strongly believe that aggressive action needs to be taken to
protect remaining stocks.  The most conservative and protective recommendations should be taken
to ensure we meet the 2029 biomass goals.
 
      I support reduction in commercial harvest to meet or exceed the suggested reduction for the
2029 plan.  I also support a reduction of the slot for recreational anglers – with no additional
carveout for for-hire vessels.
 
     Furthermore, please do consider 1) in conjunction with a significant reduction to commercial
harvest (>25%) a “legally target but no harvest” moratorium for recreational anglers. 2)  state in no
uncertain terms the need of the Commonwealth of Virginia and the VMRC to address and resolve
the Menhaden reduction fishing challenge that has played a role in Striped Bass availability and less
body mass in the fish that do remain.              
 
Captain Chris Malgee
Founder/Operator
757-403-2045
chris.malgee@vbbackwater.com
www.vbbackwater.com
 

             
 

Virus-free.www.avg.com
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From: michael kilmartin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass draft addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 4:04:42 PM

To Whom it may concern, I am in favor of the options below for draft II.

3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

Michael Kilmartin
A little rhody (R.I.) surf and boat recreational
fisherman.
Thanks for the opportunity.

mailto:bon_albie@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Robert Groskin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 4:07:10 PM

Please consider my recommendations for the Draft Addendum II to
Amendment 7 as follows.
 
3.1.1- I urge you to support option B
3.1.2-i urge your to support option B1
3.1.3- I urge you to support option B
3.1.4- I urge you to support option B
3.2.1- I urge you to support option B
3.3- I urge you to support option B
 
 
Although I would prefer a complete moratorium on striped bass, I realize
this may not be feasible at this time. The above recommendations may
hopefully be sufficient.
Thank you
Robert Groskin, DVM
344 Vandelinda Ave
Teaneck, NJ 07666

mailto:rgroskin@gmail.com
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From: rich rubin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 4:08:32 PM

I have been surf fishing along the Massachusetts  and Rhode Island  shores since 1982. I have
seen the return and now the drop of the in the Stripe Bass numbers. While I believe that a
 moratorium on harvesting of stripe bass would be best for the striper population, this is not a
current  listed option. I have read the proposals and support the following options and
comments by Stripers Forever:
Thank You
RIchard Rubin

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B—1-fish at 28 to 31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes).

There are three goals here; the greatest overall reduction, protecting the 2015-year class and making sure it
is done in a fair and equitable way. Option A expands the slot to 28″-35″, Option C and D introduce ‘mode
splits’. Essentially, recreational anglers are split into ‘private vessel/shore’ and ‘for-hire’, it is not the right thing
to do now or ever. Since the inception of Amendment 7, we have heard from the board and law enforcement

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B1—Apply a standard minimum size
limit, maximum size limit, and bag limit to the Bay jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons. The minimum size shall be 19” and
the bag limit 1 fish. Maximum size limit of 23”.

Here we selected Option B1 for several reasons. Most importantly it produces the greatest overall reduction
of -22.4% and the greatest harvest reduction of -38.4%. After 5 years of very poor spawns in the Chesapeake
Bay, it is time for some simplification and a narrow slot. Option B1, with consistent minimum size, maximum
size, and bag limit creates more uniform regulations across the bay. Again, as previously discussed in the
ocean recreational options, mode splits are not something we can support in anyway.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): Support Option
B—For-hire management measures apply only to patrons during a for-hire trip; captain and crew during a for-hire
trip are subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits.

We do not support mode splits in anyway, as discussed in the first two sections. Should the board choose to
adopt (most likely against public comment) mode splits we should do what we can to minimize the potential
damage. Option B only allows the additional harvest to apply to the patrons during a for-hire trip. The captain
and crew are subject to the same regulations as private vessel/shore anglers.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: Support Option B—For states that authorize at-
sea/shore-side filleting of striped bass, establish minimum requirements, including requirements for: racks to be
retained; skin to be left intact; and possession to be limited to no more than two fillets per legal fish. States should
consider including language about when and where racks may be disposed of, specific to each mode allowed to
fillet at-sea/shore.

This is no time to be lax about regulations and keeping anglers honest. If we want to get the stock back on
track for recovery then we should do all that we can to make sure fish are legally harvested and within the slot
limit. Option B requires that, in states where at-sea/ shore-side filleting is allowed, anglers must retain the rack
(what is left of the fish after cutting off fillets) and keep the skin on the fillets. This is very simple, in the event
that a conservation officer boards a vessel or checks on a shore angler, it would be possible for that officer to
know whether or not the fish was legally harvested. We are adding to the toolkit law enforcement has to ensure
compliance by the anglers.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Support Option B—The ocean commercial fisheries and/or

mailto:docrubin@hotmail.com
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Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries will be managed by quotas representing up to a 14.5% reduction from their
2022 quotas with their 2022 size limits. The Board will select the specific percent reduction between zero and
14.5%.

Status quo is just not an option at this point. As stated, “Status quo has a reduced probability to achieve the
objective of this addendum.” An equitable reduction is harvest gives us the best possible chance at getting the
rebuild back on track. While it is unfortunate that the board will ultimately get to choose the percent reduction,
the bottom line is Option B will reduce commercial harvest beyond the 18% reduction put in place by
Amendment 7. In your comments please suggest that the board select the biggest possible reduction of 14.5%.

We should note that there are several concerning matters surrounding a commercial quota reduction.
First off, it is important to understand that the reduction is to the allowable total harvest number, not to the

actual harvest. So, states that do not max out their quota may not see any actual reduction in mortality. Let’s
say a state only harvests 80% of its total allowable quota. In that case a 14.5% reduction in quota would not
save a single fish. For example, in the past we have reported on Massachusetts struggling to fill its
commercial quota. To us its a clear sign that there are just not enough fish around but the troubling part is
that if history repeats itself, than this best case scenario of a 14.5% reduction could mean no actual change
in commercial harvest. As we have always said, to rebuild this stock we need equitable reductions in
mortality. We all need to give something to get something in return.

Secondly, there was much discussion between board members regarding their ability (or inability) to
getting these new commercial regulations in place for the 2024 season. The main reason seemed to stem
from the timing of this Addendum II process. Public comments would be taken through December and then
final board action would be taken in January. Several board members said it would be very difficult or flat out
impossible for them to change commercial regulations at that point. It seemed to hinge on the production of
the physical tags but in reality it really just seemed like they were reaching for an excuse to not get the job
done. While this mainly pertains to more southern states where the commercial season begins earlier, it
would be a complete farce if Addendum II reductions are only applied to the recreational sector.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Support Option B—The Board could respond via Board action where the
Board could change management measures by voting to pass a motion at a Board meeting instead of developing
an addendum or amendment and different from the emergency action process.

As we mentioned in our summary of this past ASMFC board meeting, there is a really good chance that
Addendum II will only be in effect for a one year period. The next stock assessment results are expected in the
fall of 2024. Given the 5 years of very poor recruitment in the Chesapeake, there is a good chance that stronger
management changes will be need to ensure a greater than 50% chance of rebuilding by 2029. If the board is
required to do so via another Addendum, that process could take close to a year to finalize. The Striped Bass
stock does not have that kind of time right now. Option B would allow the board to react by voting by a simple
majority. While we prefer to have a public comment period, it just becomes a cumbersome and time consuming
process which puts us farther behind in terms of rebuilding. This is unfortunate, the writing has been on the wall
for years and as you are probably already aware, Stripers Forever has been calling for the most conservative
measures since the beginning of the Amendment 7 process. If the results of the next stock assessment are as
bad as we anticipate, the conversation about a equitable harvest moratorium will most certainly be back on the
table.

Good health is true wealth

https://www.stripersforever.org/asmfc_2023_annual_meeting_summary/


From: Bob Shriber
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass draft addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 4:31:07 PM

I have been fishing for over 60 years almost exclusively for Striped Bass. I have seen the
population decrease tremendously in the 80's and 90's. We must be careful not to let this
happen again.

I support these options for draft addendum II":

3.1.1 Option B

3.1.2 Option B1

3.2.1 Option B

3.1.4 Option B

3.3 Option B

Thank you

Bob Shriber

Aquinnah

Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts

mailto:bobshriber@gmail.com
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From: Chris Conner
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II comments
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 4:51:17 PM

Thank you for accepting public comments on the more restrictive striped bass regulations.

I support option B1. It’s been clear for some time that we are overfishing the striped bass population, and the time
has come for the most aggressive possible option currently on the table. An immediate reduction in harvest -
especially in the Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay - is our best chance of avoiding a full moratorium like we
experienced decades ago.

There should also be consistent daily limits across both the recreational and for hire sectors and I would like to see a
one fish daily limit for both.

Many thanks,
Chris Conner
Arlington, Virginia

Please pardon the typos. Sent from my iPhone
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From: Jim Stephan
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Commercial Fisheries in the Bay
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 4:51:28 PM

Maybe I missed it but why don’t you address the over fishing by commercial companies.  Specifically the Canadian
company allowed to fish the Menhaden fish which the fish depend on.  I watch them deploy planes to find the
schools and then deploy nets miles wide.  You think they are just netting bait fish? They are netting everything
feeding on it.  There should be no commercial fishing by nets in the Chesapeake.  I live at Grandview Island the end
of the bay and have seen the destruction of the fishing for over 20 years.  We have commercial netters down here
who don’t even check their nets for a week. And they block access to sport fisherman who try to respect the nets..
You want to fish commercially in the Bay you set lines and you check  and pull them everyday.  No more
commercial fishing of bait fish in the bay.   For Fertilizer? You got to be kidding me.  I can.t wait for someone to see
who authorized that. Jim Stephan

mailto:stephanjrj@gmail.com
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From: jeff_ri@cox.net
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 5:21:22 PM

From:
 
Geoffrey McNally
84 Crest Rd
Tiverton, RI 02878
 
To:
 
Emilie Franke
FMP Coordinator
1050 N. Highland Street
Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, Virginia 22201
 
 
Hello,
 
  I am a recreational shore fisherman from Rhode Island.
 
  I have reviewed the documents located at
https://asmfc.org/files/PublicInput/AtlStripedBassDraftAddendumII_PublicComment_Oct2023.pdf
and https://asmfc.org/files/PublicInput/DraftAddII_QuickRefGuideOptions.pdf.
 
  Based on reviewing these documents, I support the following options for draft addendum II:
 
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.1.4 Option B
3.2.1 Option B
3.3 Option B
 
  Signed by:
 
 Geoffrey McNally
  December 18, 2023
 

mailto:jeff_ri@cox.net
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From: Chris Carter
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 5:25:03 PM

Dear Emilie,

Here to comment on the recent proposals to Striped Bass for the Chesapeake Bay and add real world experience. 
The 2023 fall season has produced larger striped bass and in larger population numbers that myself, other
recreational fisherman, and for hire captains have seen in 5 years. 

The graph release mortality for recreational fisherman on page 25 seem to be inflated with speculation.  With the
education of the recreational fishing community on the proper release of fish, how is that 1:1 / harvest: release
mortality, possible?  Recreational fisherman know that by taking care of the resource it will sustain.  

The larger concern is commercial fishing for those targeting the species of striped bass but more so for those
targeting menhaden.  Commercial fisherman only have 1 agenda and that is to harvest fish.  This should be the
primary focus on your enquiries and enforcement.    

The current 2023 recreational striped bass harvest rate is sufficient, but if a selection is needed, B4 with the 14.5%
reduction for commercial fisherman.

Very humbly,

Chris

mailto:cctuna1@yahoo.com
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From: James Ferguson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 5:27:35 PM

Hi ASMFC board,

I am an avid recreational fisherman, I belong to the Plum Island Surfcasters Club and
also fish by myself and with many non-club members.  I fish by boat primarily and
also surfcast, across MA and seacoast NH, and RI.

I believe the striped bass stock condition is much worse than is being projected in this
addendum.  I would love to participate in the MA commercial striped bass fishery but
am staunchly against it since the species is threatened.  I would be happy with a
moratorium on all harvest.  I think licenses for commercial Striped Bass should be
severely decreased or add more requirements to make it harder to get a permit to
commercial striper fish.  As much as I would love to make thousands of dollars, I care
about the stock of striped bass much more.  I believe charter and self guided trips
should adhere to same regulations.  I am signed up and plan to get a captains license
and potentially guide in the near future.   I will be a catch and release charter to
protect the species. 

I support the following Addendum 2 options:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options. I support Option B, 1 fish at 28” to
31” (all modes).

While many of our members do use for hire services, we feel that all recreational
anglers should operate under the same guidelines related to the size and fish limits.
We also believe that it is imperative that we protect the 2015-year class and maintain
the current 28” to 31” size limit. I would rather support a harvest moratorium but that
is not an option.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: I support Option B- 1 fish at 19-23”
across all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification. I support Option B1.

Keep the slot consistent for recreational anglers without a for hire guide and those
without a for hire guide.  Protect that 2015 class of striped bass.

I would vote to not allow larger party boats to fish for striped bass too.  They are too
big to allow people to properly revive the fish upon release.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements. I support Option B.

mailto:jpferg77@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


Regardless of how hard this may be to enforce, it should be the law.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to
both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

I've spoken about this in my opening statement.  As much as I would like to
participate in the commercial fishery I will not sacrifice ANY potential damage to the
striped bass stock.  Most people I know who do participate in this fishery use it to put
more money into their boat or even keep fish over the slot for themselves.  The
quality of the meat harvested is poor, often no bleeding or icing.  Please reduce or
even better, get rid of the commercial striped bass fishery.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment. I support Option B.

I am proud and happy that the board took emergency action to reduce the slot size
this spring.  I support them being able to take emergency actions and similar.

I hope to be proud of your actions.  Please limit harvest as much as possible and
protect the 2015 spawn class and future classes.  This fishery is so special and
provides so much for local economies and peoples personal joy.

-James Ferguson

77 Pine Island Road

Newbury MA 01951



From: Dex Chadsey
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Public Comment
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 6:18:01 PM

Dear ASMFC,

I personally feel that striped bass, along with many species of fish

and animals, are under tremendous stress right now. Fishing

pressure, development, environmental changes, technology, and

many other factors are having an impact on striped bass and other

species.

Therefore my recommendation and hope is that the management

board makes conservation of the species, and rebuilding the

population, their most important objectives. I am personally

onboard with whatever measures are necessary to achieve a 14.5%

reduction in fishing mortality as quickly as possible.

Best regards,

Dex Chadsey

mailto:dexchads@me.com
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From: Peter Morrison
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 6:33:11 PM

Gentlemen, I support these options for draft addendum II:

3.1.1option B
3.1.2 option B1
3.2.1 option B
3.1.4 option B
3.3. option B

I am deeply concerned about the state of the Striped Bass.  Having fished for them off the surf and marshes, in New
Jersey for over 60 years it is clearly time for action to ensure a larger and vigorous population of these great fish. 

Respectfully I hope you enact the provisions of the Draft Amendment I have listed above.

“signed”. Peter D Morrison, Ocean City, NJ

Sent from my iPad

mailto:pdmorr@comcast.net
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From: Dima Leokumovich
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 6:47:37 PM

Hello,

I support the following options for draft addendum II:
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B 3

As an avid fisherman and supporter of Striped Bass preservation, I believe we should be managing for abundance,
not yield, and supporting these options will help save this favorite sport fish species for years and generations to
come.

Dimitry Leokumovich
Brooklyn, New York

mailto:l.dimitry@gmail.com
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From: Kim Taylor
To: Comments
Subject: [External] DRAFT ADDENDUM II TO AMENDMENT 7 TO THE INTERSTATE FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 6:51:00 PM

My comment concerning Striped Bass is The Native American citizens of State and/or
Federally Recognized Tribes in the states affected are exempt from any restrictions due to
Aboriginal Inherent Rights of the Indigenous Peoples where their Ancestral and Current
Lands, Territories, Waterways, Tributary Rivers are located within and The Articles of Peace,
Middle Plantation Treaty 1677 between the Pamunkey Indian Tribe and The Commonwealth
of Virginia by England which includes the Tributary Indians inwhich several survived and still
exist to this day. Secondly due to our extremely small population we won’t have any negative
impact on the striped bass populations.

I do agree having restrictions against commercial recreation fishing, fishing for sport and
Military branches of the so called Incidental Takings including NASA, Federal and State
Agencies, and other Corporations.

Thank you,

Kim Taylor
Pamunkey Tribal Citizen
373 Lay Landing Road
Pamunkey Indian Reservation
King William, Virginia 23086
804-317-5809
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From: Jonathan Deford
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Strippers
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 6:52:48 PM

This fish is in danger of extinction if we the people don't help it. The Maryland and
Virginia bay need all the help it can get! Put limits on all rec. fisherman,
commercial fisherman and charters. It's the only way to save them!!!!!!!    JHD
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From: Koch, Gregory E
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 7:01:39 PM

Public

Greetings,
 
I am an avid fisherman who lives on Cape Cod, Ma. I support the following options for draft
addendum II:
3.1.1. Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.1.4 Option B
3.2.1 Option B
3.3 Option B
 
I fish nearly every day of the season. The 2023 season was magical in terms of fish larger than 28”.
Please don’t screw this up and let this fishery erode into near nothingness yet again – I’m getting to
old for that.
 
Kind regards,
Greg Koch
Hyannis, Ma
 
 

This e-mail message, together with any attachments, contains information of Merck & Co., Inc. (126 East
Lincoln Ave., P.O. Box 2000, Rahway, NJ USA 07065) and/or its affiliates, that may be confidential,
proprietary copyrighted and/or legally privileged.   (Direct contact information for affiliates is available
at - Contact us - MSD.)  It is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity named on this message.
If you are not the intended recipient, and have received this message in error, please notify us
immediately by reply e-mail and then delete it from your system.

mailto:greg_koch@merck.com
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https://www.msd.com/contact-us/


From: Rich Flanagan
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum ll
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 7:21:13 PM

I support these options for draft addendum ll:
3.1.1 option B
3.1.2 option B1
3.2.1 option B
3.1.4 option B
3.3 option B

I long to see Striped Bass conserved and protected so that they will always be around. As I love to fish and have
done so my entire life.
After being introduced to the Striper fishery, I feel there is no other fish more EXCITING to persue. I do hope and
pray that they will be around for a long time and never have to fear that they won’t.

Thank you
Richard Flanagan
Flanagan Construction, LLC.
License# 2705157533

mailto:flanaganconstructionllc@yahoo.com
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From: Brendan Holden
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 7:30:31 PM

To whom it may concern,

Striped Bass fishing (recreationally) is one of the most important things in my life.  It helps relieve stress from
work/family but more importantly it connects me with nature.  The one on one interactions I have with these
beautiful fish in their environment is one of the greatest feelings in the world. Complete serenity.

I support these options for draft addendum II.
3.1.1 Option  B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Brendan Holden
Massachusetts
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From: jtomici@optonline.net
To: Comments
Subject: [External] ASMFC Public Comment Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 7:38:27 PM

To members of the ASFMC,
 
My name is John Tomici.  I'm a surf fisherman from the North Fork of Long Island NY and I have
enjoyed catching striped bass for many years.  I want to ensure that this fishery can overcome the
current pressures it is being subjected to so I can continue to enjoy this hobby with other
responsible anglers well into my retirement and with my children and grandchildren for years to
come.
 
I hereby submit my recommendations for draft addendum II:
 
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B
 
Regards,
 
John Tomici
1530 Wells Avenue
Southold, NY 11971
 

mailto:jtomici@optonline.net
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From: Daniel Fry
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 8:12:06 PM

Greetings ASMFC, I am deeply concerned about the health of the striped bass fishery on the
east coast. As a father of two boys 9 & 11, I want them to have the chance to teach their kids
conservation practices for this incredible species, and for generations to come. 

There is certainly a lot more to the equation than managing removals, but continued
moderation is key. As such,

I support the following options for draft addendum ii: 

3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

If you guys can help me out with sensible management of removals, I will continue to dedicate
my focus on restoring estuarine habitat, improving coastal water quality, and investing in
sustainable alternative economic engines for coastal communities.

Let's not end up in a future where we're the crusty old Han Solo from the Force Awakens
telling the future younger generation "striped bass, the great migration, It's true, all of it".  Let
them have the chance to experience it themselves.

kind regards,

Daniel Fry
Rye, NY 10580
646-824-4465
dkanoafry@gmail.com
@danielflyfishing
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From: Float Serve
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 8:19:53 PM

Hello,

I support these options: draft addendum II
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

I see by far the most mortality from people fishing
bait, even with circle hooks still seeing gut hooks. I
would like to see striped bass be gamefish only at
least for a few years with no commercial.

Bill Carlson - Angler from NH

mailto:floatserve19@gmail.com
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From: Emilie Franke
To: Comments
Subject: FW: [External] public comment 2023 of Chesapeake Bay
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 8:24:15 PM

 

From: Dorothy Tuohey <captdat3@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2023 3:26 PM
To: Emilie Franke <EFranke@asmfc.org>
Subject: [External] public comment 2023 of Chesapeake Bay
 
Emilie,
 
My comment for the Hire vessels on the Chesapeake Bay is option C2 of 19" to Max size of 24". 2
fish  for hires and one fish for pleasures.
 My reasoning for this is as follows;
As of the December 2023 meeting in Annapolis there are only 377 for hire vessels on the bay, and
approx.500 licensed watermen on the bay. There is a waiting list for these licenses when they
become available. I have noticed that the pleasure license the DNR sells is at 322,000 licenses. When
will the DNR put a cap on pleasure licenses like they have with watermens and the for hire licenses?
AS of December 10 the for hire licenses has brought in 85,000 fish for the season of 2023. If you
figure everyone that has a pleasure license goes out two(2) times a week that is 644,000 per week
multiplied by 4 is 2,576,000 fish per month, multiplied by 6 is 15,456,000 per year. When is the DNR
going to put a cap on the licenses for recreational use? I know a lot of captains who are not licensed
for hire but advertise as charter vessels and keep 2 fish from their personal vessels. Holding only a
pleasure license from the Department of Natural Resources. Since the season ended on December
10, I have had people on facebook showing off the 40"- 60 plus fish that they are catching
and keeping.
I have been out fishing blue and spanish mackerel on moratorium days and see many pleasure
boaters going after rockfish. One instance 2 people on one vessel keeping more than 30 fish without
a valid license displayed on the vessel. DNR was called. Mostly what I am seeing is the pleasure
boaters do not follow any rules when it comes to the Striped Bass. We need to have the DNR step up
their officers to patrol the fishing grounds more often. We as the hires violate any laws for our
quota, We have to hire attorneys and go to court.
I suggest that we end the catch and release of striped bass from December 11 through May 1, since
we do not have trophy season this year. This should increase the females to spawn their eggs in
rivers and bays. Before being caught in the months of  December to May catch and release.
 
Thank you 
Capt Dorothy Tuohey owner 
Annapolis Fishing Charters and member ot
Upper Bay Charter Captains

mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Peter Mohlin
To: Comments
Cc: Peter Mohlin
Subject: [External] Striped Bass - comments on draft addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 8:34:03 PM

Ms. Franke and the ASMFC Board,

Unfortunately I could not attend Maine's public hearing on Amendment 7's draft Addendum
II, but here are my comments for your review:

I support the following options in draft Addendum II in order to best protect the striped bass
fishery -

3.1.1 - Option B
It is imperative to protect the 2015 year class.  The majority of fish I caught and released
during the 2023 season were mid 20s"-32" which tells me there is still hope for this year class
to spawn in decent numbers.

3.1.2 - Option B 1
This provides the best overall reduction.

3.1.3 - Option B
I don't support the harvest of an overfished species by any means but this is the least damaging
option to the stock.

3.1.4 - Option B
This option would give enforcement a chance to determine if a fish was legally harvested.  We
need more enforcement on all fronts.

3.2.1 - Option B
I urge the Board to select the biggest possible reduction of 14.5%.  

3.3 - Option B
We don't have time for the Board to belabor over another Amendment in response to a 2024
stock assessment.  I hope that a majority vote by the Board in favor of implementing
regulations to meet the 2029 rebuilding plan could actually happen.  

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.  

Pete Mohlin
Recreational Angler
Freeport, Maine

-- 
Peter Mohlin
pmohlin@gmail.com
207.294.2251

mailto:pmohlin@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:pmohlin@gmail.com
mailto:pmohlin@gmail.com


From: Martin Alger
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft Addendum II
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 9:03:18 PM

Dear ASMFC,

Regarding the upcoming draft addendum, I support the following:

3.1.1 Option B

3.1.2 Option B1

3.2.1 Option B

3.1.4 Option B

3.3 Option B

The striped bass is extremely important to me, as an avid surf caster. This is a true 

passion of mine and my sons. The noticeable decline of the fishery over the last 

number of years has been extremely disappointing and worrisome. I hope that the 

ASMFC will take a hard look at this and work to get the striped bass stocks moving in 

the right direction. Thank you for your time.

Best regards,

Martin Alger

Stamford, CT

Martin J Alger
(917) 693-0460 - mobile

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:mja41121@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Andy Smallwood
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 9:08:05 PM

I support B1 option and hopefully revist this issue in 2 years and reassess the data. I'd also like
to see a ban on the industrial harvest of Atlantic menhaden inside the Chesapeake bay within
3-5 miles. Thank you. 
Jonathan Smallwood.

mailto:smallwoodbunch1@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Michael Pavlov
To: Comments
Subject: [External] My votes for Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 9:46:43 PM

My name is Michael Pavlov. I live in Brewster, MA. I am a recreational fishermerman. Please
accept my votes below for the various draft addendum II to amendment 7 options. Thank you!

3.1.1  Option B
3.1.2  Option B1
3.1.3  Option B
3.1.4  Option B
3.2.1  Option B
3.3    Option B

mailto:mikepavlov3@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Christian Martin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum 2
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 12:01:12 AM

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I was alarmed to hear that there are already new efforts to decrease the conservation impact of
Amendment 7. After reading up on the proposed changes I would like it to be known that the
following are the options that I support: 
 
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B
 
I would additionally like to state for the record that I see no greater priority than the conservation of
the striped bass species. Money can never be an excuse for depleting a natural resource and you can't
make money off a species that you wipe out anyway so the answer should be simple. Please make
every effort to protect the striped bass and do not deviate from Amendment 7 via addenda or any
other device of circumvention.
 
Thank you for your time and attention,
Christian Martin

mailto:cmartny@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Julian Fox
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass draft addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 5:18:43 AM

Dear all,

I support the following options for draft addendum II

3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

I fish in Massachusetts, Cape Cod to be precise.  I live in the UK but come to the US for two
weeks every year, and I have been for over 10 years.  I only come to fish recreationally for
striped bass.  I would like to see the WORLD CLASS fishery that existed in the 2000s back
please. I do not accept that this cannot be achieved - we need to act on abundance and
protection of spawning stock.  We should NOT manage for YIELD - how ridiculous is that!

thank you 

Julian Fox
Solihull, UK.

mailto:jhfox1@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Matthew Spence
To: Comments
Subject: [External] "striped bass draft addendum II"
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 5:55:00 AM

To whom it may concern

I am a UK based recreational angler who annually visits Massachusetts  for 10 to 14 days in late May and June to
fish for striped bass. I am drawn across The Pond solely by the quality of the striped bass fishing. I spend in excess
of $3000 on the trip - nearly all on services and products run from the USA.

I strongly believe the striped bass population should be managed for abundance and not yield. I am thus writing to
express my support for the following options of draft addendum II: 

3.1.1 option B
3.1.2 option B1
3.2.1 option B
3.1.4 option B
3.3 Option B

Science and economics should determine how stocks are managed. Without such considerations at the forefront the
quality of the angling will decline and the money of visiting anglers will not enter the US economy

Many thanks for your time reading this

Matt Spence
(Bristol, England )

mailto:matts_bristol@hotmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Capt. Mike Ostrander
To: Comments
Subject: [External] I support any regulation to protect striped bass, including protecting their forage
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 7:32:51 AM

I support any measure to protect striped bass, including protecting their forage. That means
menhaden protection within the Chesapeake Bay.

Capt. Mike

Capt. Mike Ostrander
(804) 938-2350
Mike@DiscovertheJames.com
www.DiscovertheJames.com

mailto:discoverthejames@gmail.com
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From: Benjamin Brewer
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 8:02:41 AM

Dear ASMFC

I am a recreational striped bass angler from eastern CT and id like to give my input on draft
addendum II. My preferences are as follows.

3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

While i understand there are a wide range of viewpoints on this matter, what is most important
at the end of the day is abundance of fish for everyone, rec or commercial. Please base
decisions on fact and science, and not the loudest (often misguided) voice in the room. We
conservation minded rec anglers care deeply on this matter and want there to be great fishing
for our children to enjoy. Although we may not be the most populous group in attendence at
meetings, our passion for our sport and these fish is up there with the rest, please help to
preserve this fishery.

Thanks
Ben

mailto:benbrewer13@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Frank Payne
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Rochfish
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 8:17:05 AM

This is a touch one because I enjoy fishing for rockfish. I would suggest you close the season for a
year and the following year allow one fish 20-36 inches.

mailto:fpayne@americantraffic.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: John Yemma
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 8:53:07 AM

To the ASMFC:
My name is John Yemma and I live in Winthrop Massachusetts.  I am 37 years old and I have
been fishing in Massachusetts for most of my life.  

I believe managing Striped Bass for abundance not only leads to the best end result for the
fish, habitat and environment, but it also brings about the best economic outcome for the
fishing industry, its constituents and our communities as a whole.  Striped Bass is the prize
sportfish of the Northeast.  In some locations it is the only species that can be caught without
the use of a boat.  Our sport fishing industry and all associated businesses that support it,
including but not limited to restaurants, hotels, convenience stores, gas stations, tackle shops
and so on would face challenges without a healthy fishery.  I personally know over a dozen
people whose livelihoods would be put at risk if there is further decline.  It is my hope that we
can manage the Striped Bass for abundance and reap the economic benefits of it too.  Florida
has shown us what can be done with their management of the Tarpon and Redfish, for
example.  Those species are managed conservatively and Florida represents the lion's share of
sport fishing related spending in the US to the benefit of their local economy and
communities.  It is time we follow their example up here in the Northeast.

I support these options for draft addendum II:

3.1.1 Option B

3.1.2 Option B1

3.2.1 Option B

3.1.4 Option B

3.3 Option B

I appreciate your attention to my comments.

Thank you,
John Yemma
Winthrop Massachusetts

  
-- 
John Yemma
j.yemma42@gmail.com
508.843.0085 mobile

mailto:j.yemma42@gmail.com
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From: Chuck Soule
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 8:57:50 AM

Hi folks.  My preference would be to have striped bass be marked as catch & release for ALL
parties (recreational and chartered boats - although these should be considered the same) and
no commercial harvest.  Basically, no harvest of any striped bass for seasons 2024 through
2026.  In 2025, reassess and determine go-forward status for 2027.  Since this can't/won't
happen, please consider voting as follows:

3.1.1 - option B
3.1.2 - option B1
3.1.3 - option B
3.1.4 - option B
3.2.1 - option B
3.3 - option B

Please forward this information to:

Emilie Franke
FMP Coordinator

Thank you for allowing for my input.  We need to protect this great resource.  

Sincerely,
Chuck Soule
Cape Neddick, Me

mailto:csoule111@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Roberta K
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Atlantic Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 8:59:31 AM

To the Commissioners of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission:

I am writing to support Option B for the Commercial Quota Reduction Options and ask the Board to adopt a
reduction of no less than 25% to ensure the necessary reductions in striped bass mortality are met.

In addition, I ask that the Board reduce the Chesapeake Bay and Virginia Menhaden reduction fishery by 50% to
ensure that Striped Bass have enough food supply. The population of Striped Bass will not increase unless there is
enough menhaden to support a larger population. In the Chesapeake Bay, significant changes to the ecosystem have
been observed, with apex pescatores like Osprey showing massive reproductive decline. It is probably not a
coincidence that striped bass are also declining. The Bay is assaulted by stormwater runoff, pollutant discharges, and
now climate change. The ASMFC should assess the Bay as a separate environment than the Atlantic for purposes of
menhaden and other fish species analysis.

Finally, I would like the Board to have the necessary flexibility to respond to future stock assessments. Therefore, I
support Option B in Section 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates.

I appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments on draft Addendum II.

Sincerely,
Roberta Kellam

mailto:sophieandfolly@yahoo.com
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From: rmohlin552@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] comments on addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 9:50:24 AM

 
I support the following options in draft Addendum II in order to best protect the striped bass fishery
-
 
3.1.1 - Option B
It is imperative to protect the 2015 year class.  The majority of fish I caught and released during the
2023 season were mid 20s"-32" which tells me there is still hope for this year class to spawn in
decent numbers.
 
3.1.2 - Option B 1
This provides the best overall reduction.
 
3.1.3 - Option B
I don't support the harvest of an overfished species by any means but this is the least damaging
option to the stock.
 
3.1.4 - Option B
This option would give enforcement a chance to determine if a fish was legally harvested.  We need
more enforcement on all fronts.
 
3.2.1 - Option B
I urge the Board to select the biggest possible reduction of 14.5%.  
 
3.3 - Option B
We don't have time for the Board to belabor over another Amendment in response to a 2024 stock
assessment.  I hope that a majority vote by the Board in favor of implementing regulations to meet
the 2029 rebuilding plan could actually happen.  
 
Thank you very much for your time and consideration.  
 
Robert Mohlin
Striped Bass supporter in Southern Maine
 

This email has been checked for viruses by AVG antivirus software. 
www.avg.com
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From: Roger and Judith Anderson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 9:52:42 AM

Sirs: it is high time that you stopped playing politics and stopped pandering to the commercial
fishing industry. The scientific evidence has shown that noy only are the rock fish but most all
game fishes in the Chesapeake Bay have been in serious decline. Take action now! Curtail
commercial fishing immediately. 
Not: I have been fishing the Bay since the early 1970's and never, never experienced such poor
fishing.
Respectfully,
Roger Anderson

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
Get Outlook for Android

mailto:rqajpa@hotmail.com
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From: Mike Wright
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 9:53:00 AM

To ASMFC,

I am a resident of eastern Long Island, an avid surfcaster and a boat owner. I have watched the decline in the number
of striped bass in our waters over the the last decade and it must be halted.

Please take the steps necessary for the absolute fastest rebuilding of the stock possible. The slot limit this year, even
the 28-31 slot did very little to curb the number of fish that were caught by recreational anglers in our area.

I support continuing the 28-31 slot limit as the best option among those that are in proposed for addendum II. I do
not think it is wise to allow charter boats a larger slot and I do think that commercial fishermen should have their
quota cut as well in both the ocean and Chesapeake. And you must allow the ASMFC to take action on any new
stock assessment information immediately without a season’s delay.

The decline in striped bass abundance and dispersion has had major economic impacts on our local businesses and 
we want to see the stock rebuilt as fast as is possible.

Thank you,

Michael Wright
Southampton NY

mailto:mikewright@expressnewsgroup.com
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From: Ronnie Buttacavoli
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 10:04:34 AM

To Whom it may concern,

My letter and the thoughts below are based on my feeling that we should be managing for 

abundance, not yield, and that all involved will benefit from more fish in the water (good for 
the fish, for the fun of recreational anglers, and literally dollars and cents for the economy). I 
believe science and economic data, not policy or politics, should be driving these decisions. I 
live on the South Shore of Long Island, NY and this is an important issue for all of us here.

Respectfully,

-Ronnie Buttacavoli-

3.1.1 Option B

3.1.2 Option B1

3.2.1 Option B

3.1.4 Option B

3.3 Option B

 

mailto:samurairider@mac.com
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From: Tom Bolinder
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stripe Bass
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 10:55:31 AM

I think it is time to stop all commercial fishing for Striped Bass. The commercial fishermen take all the breeding size
fish. It is ridiculous. A lot of my friends have the license and use the money to pay for their fishing season. All can
well afford it without killing our magnificent sport fish. I would not be opposed to catch and release for all
sportsmen. These fish are vital to the Cape Cod economy. People come from all over the world for a chance to catch
one.
Respectfully
Tom Bolinder
Bourne Village Cape Cod
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:gofishalaska@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Peter Getsinger
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Advisory Board,
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 11:10:42 AM

Being a recreational fisherman on Martha’s Vineyard and the Elizabeth Islands, and having read info regarding the
decline of the greater Chesapeake Bay Stripe Bass population, I am in favor of the options available within
addendum ll.
Respectfully submitted,
Peter W Getsinger
Sent from my iPad

mailto:pwg@nexstarcp.com
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From: Hong Chu
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 11:15:06 AM

Hi,
  just my input but stop selling license to new buyers.  Like tautog and other species, trace back to a
date and only allow the ones that have been fishing since to renew their license.  This will cut down
the numbers of the commercial fleet tremendously.    Another thing to look at is that other people
from other states can buy a commercial license for striped bass in Massachusetts which makes no
sense.  The quota is state issued/allowed and by allowing out of states to hold a license is
contradicting just that.  You don’t have to be a resident in MA but you can purchase a commercial
license.  I know many fisherman from Rhode Island that hold a Massachusetts license also.  Please
note that only Rhode Island residents are allowed to buy or renew a license in Rhode Island. 
 Compare their fishery with ours and anyone can tell you that Rhode Island fishery is booming.  So
the question is not how can we rebuild but will we rebuild? 
Southcoast Hospitals Group, which includes Charlton Memorial Hospital, St. Luke’s Hospital
and Tobey Hospital, is a 2022 Newsweek’s World’s Best Hospital.
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email (including any attachments) may contain
confidential, privileged or otherwise protected information. It is intended for a particular
recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, please immediately notify the sender by reply
email, delete this email and destroy any copies of the email and its attachments. Any
unauthorized use or disclosure of this email and its attachments is strictly prohibited. The
recipient has full responsibility for protecting its systems from viruses and other breaches of
the system’s integrity and Southcoast accepts no liability for any damage caused by any virus
transmitted by this email or its attachments.
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From: George Baldwin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 11:28:02 AM

I believe that the changes proposed by the addendum are probably too weak to
effectively boost the chances of rebuilding the stocks and keeping them healthy, but
it’s a step in the right direction if the right choices are made, and then we can work
from there.

I support for Option B1 for section 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational
Options.  This will give the Chesapeake anglers a 4” slot that they can harvest.
Coastal anglers already comply with a 3” slot, the Chessy folks can do their part. This
will also give all Chesapeake striper fishermen (recreational and charter) the same,
equal, restrictions. No separate rules. It’ll also help protect the last decent year
classes of striped bass. It’ll give them a 19-23” slot, but that’s better than the current
situation.

For 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options, I support Option B, which gives
a 14.5% reduction to both the coastal and Chesapeake Bay Quotas. That’ll reduce
their quotas, though fisheries that aren’t able to fill their quotas due to low numbers of
fish available won’t be affected by this, since it won’t reduce the amount of fish they’re
actually taking.

Thank you,

         George R. Baldwin

mailto:baldwingr@yahoo.com
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From: Ferdinand Cosentino
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 11:35:59 AM

ASMFC,

I am a northeast surfcaster that believes the striped bass 
is in desperate need of our protection. We must take 
action now or risk losing this fishery for the next 
generation.

I support these options for draft addendum II
3.1.1 option B
3.1.2 option B1
3.2.1 option B
3.1.4 option B
3.3 option B

Thank You,
Ferdinand Cosentino
New York

mailto:fcosentino513@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: David Cornell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 11:43:34 AM

To the ASMFC and Striped Bass Advisory Board,
 
My name is David Cornell. I am a former licensed captain running fishing
charters out of South Dartmouth,Massachusetts.  My business relied on
catching, not keeping, fish.  I operated a primarily catch and release operation
for Striped Bass anglers who understood and supported the need to protect the
species. In addition to a relatively small number of commercial Striped Bass
anglers, there are hundreds of guides like me and hundreds of thousands of
recreational Striped Bass anglers along the Atlantic seaboard. All the angling
sectors will thrive if we have abundant Striped Bass populations.

Past overfishing coupled with poor spawning seasons now threaten the future of
Striped Bass fishing for commercial and recreational anglers.

For the reasons above I support the following options within Addendum II:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022
seasons (all modes)

·       The 28”-31” slot limit will help protect the 2015 class and
maintain a consistent regulation
·       Mode splits will result in increased harvesting and are
essentially not fair.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:Option B1—1 fish at 19-23”
across all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

·      Option B1 would place all of the Chesapeake’s jurisdictions
under the same size and creel limit, achieving far greater
consistency across the region. 
·      The Chesapeake Bay needs to contribute to conservation
measures like the rest of coast

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:Option B with a full 14.5%
reduction to both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

·       The Chesapeake Bay commercial fishery has not taken a
meaningful reduction since 2015. We all need to act now if we
want decent Striped Bass fishing in the future.

 

mailto:daydoo@davecornellcharters.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action

If we are going to have a chance at rebuilding Striped Bass stocks by 2029 the
board may need to act nimbly to address science and data presented to the
board.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. I urge the ASMFC and the Striped
Bass Advisory Board to act and take the measures necessary to preserve
healthy, abundant, future populations of Striped Bass for everyone.
 
Sincerely,
David Cornell
500 Barney’s Joy Road
S. Dartmouth, MA 02748



From: Fred T
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass death impact due to slaughter of menhaden in the Chesapeake Bay
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 11:53:26 AM

Thank you for exploring and taking action to protect striped bass and other gamefish impacts.

The cardinal and most devastating threat is the large-scale outright slaughter of menhaden, the
foundational food for the striped bass and most gamefish in the Chesapeake Bay region.  

Virginia is baffling us by allowing this devastation. Please stop it.  Having recently returned to
my former home city, Virginia Beach, I am amazed by the depletion of all game fish here due
to the slaughter.

Please help stop the slaughter.

Frederick Talbott
3288 Page AVenue #1114
Virginia Beach, VA 23451
cell: 615-364-4804
fredtalbott@gmail.com
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From: SHRAMEK,GARY SHRAMEK
To: Comments
Subject: [External] building Atlantic striped bass stock...
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 1:02:22 PM

I would like to comment on the depleted Atlantic striped bass stock over the years
from the 1970's today.  I live on Cape Cod have have fished for over 50yrs.  When I
first moved to the area the stock was plentiful.  The main reason why the stocks in our
area (Cape Cod and Islands) have been diminishing over time has less to do with
legal Mass residential and local commercial fishing but rather the explosive growth
and over population of seals.   In the 1970s there were about 10-15,000 seals in the
geographic area.  Due to the 1972 federal mammal protection act that protected
several species... including seals and sea lions, the region is now overpopulated with
these seals that have shifted the balance of nature due to mans intervention.
An adult seal eats anywhere between 35-50lbs of fish per day.  The latest estimate of
the seal population in our region is between 50,000-70,000.  Do the math at 35lbs per
day times 50,000 plus.  The seals brought in Great White Sharks in large numbers
and growing.  They eat about 500lbs a day (fish/seals) and feed 2 to 3 times a week.
 Many commercial and recreational striped bass fishermen in the Cape and Island
regions have stripers taken off their  lines by seals and sharks.
There sould be some action taken to remove some species of the mammal protection
act... i.e. seals in US waters or the NE coastline.  The seals also pose a health hazard
in some areas today due to their mammal waste and parasites.  

Address the seal over population in some regions and in some cases selective
culling

Thank you, Gary Shramek, W. Barnstable, MA

mailto:gshramekrph@comcast.net
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From: Mariusz Pajecki
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 1:06:49 PM

Dear ASMFC,

I'd like to share my vote regarding Striped Bass Draft Addendum II. 

I'm a recreational angler from Cambridge, Massachusetts that is fishing for striped bass across
whole New England coast. 

I would like to continue managing the resource for abundance. There is less fish available with
every year from shore. Commercial fishing's loose restrictions are not helping keeping the
population grow and it's quite worrying for future generations.

Please see my choices below:

3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

Regards,
Mariusz Pajecki

mailto:mariusz@pajecki.net
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From: Sam Barnard
To: Comments
Cc: Parker Mauck; Chris Killenberg; Peter Jenkins
Subject: [External] Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 1:11:19 PM

My name is Sam Barnard. I used to own a fly shop in Boston called Firefly Outfitters. I am
now based in Westport, Massachusetts. I now fish recreationally and I have been a proponent
of catch and release my whole life no matter what species I am targeting. I currently run a
fishing tournament in Boston Harbor raising money, awareness and appreciation for the
Thompson Island Outward Bound Education Center. We are coming on our 15th year of this
catch and release tournament. This catch and release tournament raises a ton of money for this
non-profit benefiting Boston inner city middle schools. If no striped bass come to Boston
Harbor the opportunity for this fund raising will disappear just so the commercial guys can
keep butchering the population for a very shortsighted economic gain. In addition to a
relatively small number of commercial Striped Bass anglers, there are hundreds of guides
and hundreds of thousands of recreational Striped Bass anglers along the Atlantic seaboard.
All the angling sectors will thrive if we have abundant Striped Bass populations. I have seen
the impact of protecting a species with my involvement with the Atlantic Salmon Federation.
Rather than killing off a species by overfishing, they have instilled in the indigenous
population of commercial fishermen that a returning fish is far more valuable to the local
economy than a dead fish served at a restaurant, and this has been proven big time!! Many of
the commercial fishermen have embraced this and now guide, run lodges and supply all the
infrastructure for the Northeast and Canadian Maritime provinces focusing on Atlantic
Salmon.
 
Thank you for providing this opportunity to comment. Unfortunately, it seems as though a
portion of the Massachusetts angling community, lead primarily by commercial anglers, is not
facing the facts.  
 

·       The five most recent Striped Bass spawns were utter failures in the
Chesapeake
·       The Chesapeake supports 70-80% of the coastwide population of Striped Bass
·       Chesapeake Bay commercial Striped Bass harvest volumes have been
significantly higher than all the states combined
·       The harvest mortality in recent years has increased dramatically

Past overfishing coupled with poor spawning seasons now threaten the future of Striped Bass
fishing for commercial and recreational anglers.

For the reasons above I support the following options within Addendum II:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes)

·       The 28”-31” slot limit will help protect the 2015 class and maintain a
consistent regulation
·       Mode splits will result in increased harvesting and are essentially not fair.
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3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

·      Option B1 would place all of the Chesapeake’s jurisdictions under the same
size and creel limit, achieving far greater consistency across the region. 
·      The Chesapeake Bay needs to contribute to conservation measures like the
rest of coast

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:Option B with a full 14.5% reduction to both
the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

·       The Chesapeake Bay commercial fishery has not taken a meaningful reduction
since 2015. We all need to act now if we want decent Striped Bass fishing in the
future.

 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action

If we are going to have a chance at rebuilding Striped Bass stocks by 2029 the board may need
to act nimbly to address science and data presented to the board.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment. I urge the ASMFC and the Striped Bass
Advisory Board to act and take the measures necessary to preserve healthy, abundant, future
populations of Striped Bass for everyone.
 
Sincerely,
Sam Barnard



From: Ellen Wright
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II - My Comments
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 1:16:14 PM

To Whom it May Concern:

I would like for you to consider the following options for addendum ii of Amendment 7 to the
ASMFC striped bass management plan:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes).

Anglers are harvesting too many striped bass, both commercially and recreationally,  and it
is imperative that we protect the strong 2015 stocks, especially the larger breeding fish.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all
CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and
Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

Again, protecting breeding aged fish, especially in the important Chesapeake Bay, is
imperative to the sustained health of the fishery.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action.

It is important that the board take action after analyzing stock assessments to help
positively impact the fishery.

Thank you for logging my comments. Properly managing these fish for future generations
should always outweigh appeasing any user group.

Regards,

Ellen Wright

Marketing Manager | North Point Brands
Cheeky Fishing | Wingo Outdoors

North Adams, MA | Asheville, NC

ewright@northpointbrands.com

O: (413) 206-9248

cheekyfishing.com | wingooutdoors.com
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From: Peter Vandergrift
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 1:16:43 PM

To Whom it May Concern:
I would like for you to consider the following options for addendum ii of Amendment 7 to the
ASMFC striped bass management plan:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes).
Anglers are harvesting too many striped bass, both commercially and recreationally,  and it is
imperative that we protect the strong 2015 stocks, especially the larger breeding fish.
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and
Chesapeake Bay Quotas.
Again, protecting breeding aged fish, especially in the important Chesapeake Bay, is
imperative to the sustained health of the fishery.
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action.
It is important that the board take action after analyzing stock assessments to help positively
impact the fishery.
Thank you for logging my comments. Properly managing these fish for future generations
should always outweigh appeasing any user group.

Regards,

Peter Vandergrift

CMO | Cheeky Fishing | Wingo Outdoors

North Adams, MA | Missoula, MT

pvandergrift@northpointbrands.com

 C: 406.240.3086 

cheekyfishing.com |wingooutdoors.com
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From: bob.roth@nm.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 1:27:26 PM
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I agree that drastic measures need to be adopted to help protect the Chesapeake ecosystem. There
should certainly be a moratorium on taking any Menhaden at all.
 
Bob
 
 
 
Robert A. Roth, CLU® ChFC® AEP® │ Chief Executive Officer & Founder
The Roth Financial Group   
P: 860.570.7452 │ F: 860.313.0618
1 Columbus Center Ste 1100 Virginia Beach, VA 23462
Bob.Roth@nm.com
www.rothfinancial.nm.com
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From: Chris Zarnitz
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Addendum options
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 1:27:42 PM

Good afternoon. I am writing you in regards to the 
proposed draft addendum. As a Striped Bass 
Surfcaster I would love for there to be a restriction 
on commercial and trawlers netting Bass. It is the 
only way to see the stocks replenish. Below is my 
options 

"I support these options for draft addendum II":
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

Sincerely,
Christopher Zarnitz
Smithtown, New York 11787
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Andrew Taylor
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 1:50:26 PM

To whom it may concern,

While I am an avid recreational angler (Maine) and seafood restaurant owner (Maine and
Massachusetts) who does from time to time both harvest a legal slot striped bass and purchase
commercially harvested striped bass for our menu (in Mass only), I feel strongly that the
striped bass fishery should be managed strictly and for abundance. I am very concerned about
the future of the fishery given the poor recruitment in the past 5 years and I would not be upset
to see both recreational and commercial harvest eliminated though I realize that is not an
option on the table at this point. 

That said, here are the options for the Draft Amendment II that I support:
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.2 Option B
3.3 Option B

Thank you, 

Andrew Taylor
Maine

-- 
Chef/Owner
Big Tree Hospitality
88 Middle St. 
Portland, ME
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From: Ryan
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Public Comments
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 3:03:58 PM

Hello,

I support the following options for draft addendum II:

3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Options B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

As an avid recreational surf fisherman I truly believe that the more fish there are in the
water at any point, the more opportunity the fish have to thrive. I believe conservation
is not about doing the bare minimum to help the species survive, but to do whatever
cna can to make sure it thrives. Far too little has been done from a
regulatory standpoint to protect these fish. Do the right thing and protect these fish. 

Thank you,
Ryan Cavanaugh (Massachusetts)
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From: Bucky Burrows
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Conservation
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 3:22:49 PM

Emilie Franke

My name is Bucky Burrows. I am a saltwater fly fishing guide operating out of Lake Tashmoo
on Martha’s Vineyard. I have been guiding since 1995. Striped bass are the target species for
every fly fisher person that I take on a charter. I and every guide along the northeast seaboard
need a healthy striped bass stock. Please consider my opinion on the new draft amendment. 

I urge the board to support the following options

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes)

Charter operators should have the same regulations as the recreational fisherman. 

There is history we can learn from about mode splits. Maryland did a mode split for charter for
hire, and it resulted in Maryland Charters harvesting more striped bass than the rest of the
Chesapeake and ocean charters combined.  A mode split will only exacerbate the already
serious situation.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:Option B with a full 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

The Chesapeake Baycommercial fisheryhas not taken a meaningful reduction since 2015.
The Chesapeake commercial quota has taken a whopping 1.8% reduction (see below).

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action

I believe everyone should share equally in the sacrifice now needed to recover striped bass by
2029. 

Thank you

Bucky Burrows
Martha’s Vineyard Fly Fishing Company
30 Wampeche Road
Vineyard Haven,MA. 02568
8016529615
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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From: D.W. Bates
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 3:25:07 PM

Greetings,

I am writing to express my desire to help conserve the Striped Bass species and list the
options I would like to be chosen in regards to the Amendment 7 Addendum 2.

To me, the Striped Bass is more than just a fish. Several aspects of my life are influenced by
the species and it has always had a positive impact on my life. I am a conservation minded fisherman
and have taken every step to ensure I am doing what I can to help protect this species. I drive
around with a Striped Bass Conservation license plate offered by the state of Massachusetts and
participate in a local fishing club that strives to protect this beloved fish and ensure that every best
effort is made to protect this species.

To some, this fish is merely a source of income or sustenance. To me, it means much more. I
am an enthusiast that spends a significant amount of time reading books and magazines, watching
and listening to shows/podcasts, participating in meetings, traveling to shows and expos that are all
centered around the Striped Bass. 

This fish has such a tremendous socio-economic impact, more so than any other salt water
fish species I can think of, and it deserves our all-out efforts to protect it. Since this fish has made
such a positive impact on my life, I feel a sense of duty in taking steps to help conserve the species
and I am positive there are countless other individuals that feel the same way.

Below are the options that I support:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Option: Option B, 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 season (all
modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: Option B2 1 fish at 19” to 24”. Option B2
was selected since it meets the desired 14.5 % reduction while holding all recreational anglers to the
same size and fish limit.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification: Option B. While I believe all recreational anglers
should operate under the same regulations and do not support Options C1 or C2, if either of these
options are selected then Option B should be used.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: Option B. as it gives law enforcement
the ability to ensure compliance with regulations.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Option: Option B. To support a quota reduction of 14.5%.
This would bring the commercial quota reduction into alignment with the recreational reduction
expected percentages. This is especially needed since some of the states have commercial size limits
that are focused on the primary spawning stock.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B as it gives the Board the ability to quickly address
stock assessment data that indicates the stock is not projected to meet rebuild probability. This
option should be limited to only address assessment data that indicates the stock will not meet
rebuild probability.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and considering the options that I have listed.

Sincerely,

Dan Bates
Rockport Massachusetts 
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From: Wayne Hawes
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striper Regulations
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 4:05:18 PM

I was made privy to a fellow fisherman’s comment to the
organization, his original email message is attached. I applaud
all measures to save the Striper stocks and keep the
recreational, commercial and for-hire fishing healthy and
eternal. As a recreational fisherman we have adhered to a
strict, self imposed catch & release policy among our group of
striper fishermen. We happily release the striper in hopes
they’ll spawn and keep the stocks full. As my fellow fisherman
advocates in his letter we need to be selfless in keeping this
great sport fish viable. And we also need to be selfless is
battling climate change. Stricter guidelines are necessary and
education along with grass roots acceptance and adherence,
needs to become the normal. There is a lot at stake. Go hard
now so the future will be available. 
Thank you for your efforts and consideration of these
comments.
Wayne Hawes

From: Kenshwartz <kenshwartz@gmail.com>
Date: December 14, 2023 at 9:55:46 AM EST
To: comments@asmfc.org
Subject: Saltwater Edge Striped Bass Draft Addendum II

TWIMC, 

The striped bass situation is very similar to the climate change situation (I of
course realize climate change deniers will take exception to that statement). Many
want to dispute that the industry/science data is accurate especially the
conclusions (for climate change that unless drastic carbon reducing measures are
taken over the next 0-10 years the earth will never recover and for striped bass if
drastic measures are not put in place now the stock will get severely depleted and
perhaps never recover unless a full-on moratorium is adopted down the road).
There should be little disputing over the fact that IF the science/data is accurate
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what the outcomes will be. If either the earth’s temperature or the earth’s stock of
striped bass get to a “tipping point” (the point at which there can be no or little
recovery no matter what measures are taken) it will be catastrophic. 

It comes down to selflessness or selfishness. The data skeptics need be selfless
and even if they are skeptical with the data accept that if they are wrong and the
data is correct they will not be able to change the outcome after the tipping point
is reached. If the striped bass biomass is in as bad shape as the data seems to be
indicating and nothing or too little  is done now it will be too late. The time is
now to be selfless and accept , even though very stringent measures will affect
their catch (whether recreational, commercial, for-hire etc) , there is no more time
to just selfishly hope the science is inaccurate . 

The proposed ASMFC regulations are selfish, sorry no other way to characterize
it. EVERYONE (recreational, for-hire, commercials) needs to accept NOW (not
in 5-10 years or so when perhaps if the science/data is accurate there are so little
fish around for everyone including our kids and grandkids) that more stringent
conservation measures are needed. And those of you at ASMFC—-my guess is
you KNOW your proposed regulations are not stringent enough but are afraid to
confront the varying special interests. Please find the courage to do the unpopular.

Thanks for reading..
Just a concerned recreational fisherman…
Ken S



From: Michael F Walker
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 4:26:05 PM

To the ASMFC:

I support the most restrictive options that will reduce striped bass mortality by the greatest amount. As I understand
it, that is Option B, with B1 for the Chesapeake Bay. 

For the record, I object to the special quotas for the Chesapeake, and favor the most restrictive quotas coastwide to
allow our stocks to rebuild.

Thank you.
Michael Walker
Ipswich, MA

==========================
Michael Forden Walker
mfw@pinkmantis.com
617-875-8965
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From: Mark Brown
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 4:27:30 PM

Captain Mark J. Brown
Safari Girl Charters

3551 Revolea Beach Road
Middle River Maryland 21220

410-207-8362
 
 
 
December 18, 2023
 
 
Emile Franke
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite A-N
Arlington, Va. 22201
 
 
Dear ASMFC:
 
As a charter captain for over 33 years on upper Chesapeake Bay, I am writing to
comment on Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the striped bass management plan.
 
Since 2019 my business has suffered through two- week closures during our busiest
period of the season in July. MDNR also virtually eliminated the trophy season when
the starting date was moved to May 1st.  Due to warmer weather and dolphin, in
recent years resident striped bass have moved north in the Bay much sooner than
normal into waters closed to fishing until June 15th. For these reasons, along with a
declining economy and inflation, bookings have been reduced. During this time
Maryland's for-hire fleet has been responsible for a steady decline in both its
removals and harvest of striped bass. Page 9 of Addendum II states that 2021-2022
for hire removals decreased 27%. A recent " Public Information Act " request obtained
from MDNR shows that Maryland's for-hire harvest decreased 13% from 116,581 fish
to 101,043 fish from 2021-2022 and 17% from 2020-2022. As of November1st of this
year the numbers show an even further decline.  From this data, it should be apparent
that Maryland's charter fleet, operating under a 2 fish per customer creel, is not a
problem for the fishery. In my view, the current regulations are resulting in more than
enough reduction from the for-hire fleet, and we haven't seen the end of their impact.
A reduction to 1 fish per customer would cripple our businesses.
 
The for-hire fleet's effect on removals is limited for another reason: By and large,
Maryland's charter boat operators don't allow customers to catch and release striped
bass after they have caught their limit. From my experience, this isn't true of the
private recreational fleet, and it's shown in the data. (27% decline in for-hire removals
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vs. 3% increase in recreational removals 2021-2022.) Which brings me to narrow slot
proposals for the Bay. In its June 2021 meeting summary, the striped bass technical
committee " expressed concerns over the use of slot limits ...and increased dead
discards associated with the use of a slot limit." In January of 2021 they state, "
management measures reducing the total number of fish caught and released... are
still important to the recovery of the stock." Their concerns when applied to an
unprecedented slot in brackish Bay water are more than justified. RRM percentages
under the proposed options are vastly underestimated in my opinion. Within our range
from July through mid- October, 50-90% of the striped bass we catch on any given
trip are larger than any of the proposed slots. This has been generally true for many
years. Larger fish are more prone to release mortality.  A slot won't reduce fishing
effort associated with the private recreational fleet on the upper Bay. In recent years
other popular species such as bluefish or trout aren't available to target instead.
Striped bass release mortality is going to suffer very badly because of a Bay slot
(other than perhaps a very narrow one designed to protect a certain year class within
it) ... but not due to effort from charter boat customers. I don't think my business will
survive any of the proposed slots for very long. 
 
The attempt to minimize the significance of the use of flawed FES data in this
document falls flat, especially for businesses left wondering how they are going to pay
the bills under this addendum. When fishery managers feel the need to support the
use of it with anecdotes, the public should be very concerned. The scale of the
potential overestimation of removals and harvest using MRIP should create some
urgency to get it corrected. Maryland's charter boat operators have worked with
MDNR providing FACTS reporting data for 3 years. This should be used as soon as
possible to support future management. Also, the 9% release mortality estimate
shouldn't apply to the for-hire fleet. Since captains and mates are the only people on
board handling fish, the commercial release mortality rate should apply to them. 
 
Regarding the Board's response to stock assessment updates, I have to question the
efficacy of Option B. What good is board action in the manner of the 2023 emergency
action when States like New Jersey and New York were permitted to take their time
implementing it? 
 
I'm a member of both the Maryland Charter Boat Association and Upper Bay Charter
Captains Association. Our industry is increasingly concerned with the effect of catch
and release on pre-spawn female fish. There should be a no target closure from
January 1 until the season opens in May. States should suspend striped bass
tournaments. States should at the very least closely review the rules in them before
issuing permits and eliminate rules that encourage anglers to mishandle fish or
increase dead discards in any way. 
 
I am not optimistic about either release mortality or my business' prospects under any
of the options in this addendum, particularly considering that Maryland has already
closed fishing from May 1st-15th and it is rumored that August 1st-7th may be added
to the summer closure. But I am asking the board to consider Option C2 for the
Chesapeake Bay recreational fishery. 



 
Thank you for considering my concerns.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Captain Mark J. Brown



From: Liam Brouillette
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 4:33:04 PM

I, Liam Brouillette of Chelmsford Massachusetts and Westhampton Beach New York support
these following options for draft addendum 2 

3.1.1 Option B 
3.1.2 Option B1
 3.2.1 Option B 
3.1.4 Option B 
3.3 Option B

I believe that these are the best options going forward to rebuild the stock, which personally
from my perspective spending in excess of 180 days a year targeting striped bass is the worst I
have ever seen in my life. 

Thank you ,

Liam Brouillette 
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From: Rick Hickox
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 4:34:37 PM

To whom it may concern,

As an avid surf fisherman for over 40 years, I feel very strongly about this topic. I believe that
for the long-term viability of striped bass stocks, we should be managing for abundance, not
yield. In this way, all stake holders will benefit.

As such, I support the following options for draft addendum II:

3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

Thank you,

Rick Hickox

Gloucester, MA
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From: Peter Gates
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Crisis
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 4:49:04 PM

To the ASMFC and Striped Bass Advisory Board,
 
My name is Peter Gates. I am an enthusiastic saltwater angler based in South Dartmouth,
Massachusetts. In good years, the local waters are teeming with striped bass; in other years
they are harder to find but no less enjoyable to contend with at the end of a #8 line. I never
seem to catch (and release) as many bass as my friends, but a day on the water looking for
them is always a pleasure.
 
I have learned through fellow anglers about the ASMFC public meeting in Massachusetts on
December 5. 2023 on the Addendum II for Striped Bass. Thank you for providing this
opportunity to comment. 
 
It seems that
 

The Chesapeake is responsible for the vas majority of Stribed Bass spawning
 

Recent spawns have been disappointing, to say the least
 
Commercial harvests in the Chesapeake dominate the industry, and there
appears to be vast overfishing

 
This combines to severely threated the future of Striped Bass fishing for both
commercial and recreational anglers.

 

Therefore I support the following options within Addendum II:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes)

·       The 28”-31” slot limit will help protect the 2015 class and maintain a
consistent regulation

·       Mode splits will result in increased harvesting and are essentially not fair.
 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

·      Option B1 would place all of the Chesapeake’s jurisdictions under the same
size and creel limit, achieving far greater consistency across the region. 

·      The Chesapeake Bay needs to contribute to conservation measures like the
rest of coast
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3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:Option B with a full 14.5% reduction to both
the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

·       The Chesapeake Bay commercial fishery has not taken a meaningful reduction
since 2015. We all need to act now if we want decent Striped Bass fishing in the
future.

 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action

Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment. I join others in urging the ASMFC and the
Striped Bass Advisory Board to take the measures necessary to preserve the future of Striped
Bass fishing for all.
 
Sincerely, 
Peter Gates
16 Shore Acres Road
South Dartmouth, MA 02748
 
peterrgates@gmail.com



From: Bob Pellegrino
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 5:26:26 PM

RE: Public Comments Regarding Draft Addendum II

Dear Ms. Franke and members of the Striped Bass Management Board, 

Thank you for your consideration of public comments on Draft Addendum II to the Interstate
Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass. My name is Robert Pellegrino, I am 37
years old from Topsfield, Massachusetts and I represent the recreational fisherman. I am also a
member of The Plum Island Surfcasters fishing club based out of the North Shore of
Massachusetts.  

I am relatively new stakeholder in the Atlantic Striped Bass fishery but I am nonetheless
committed to supporting it's recovery to an increased overall stock in the shortest amount of
time possible. It is my understanding that the ASMFC has a stated goal of rebuilding the stock
(to levels similar to those occurring in the mid-2000's) by 2029. It seems with the current state
of the fishery and the lackluster spawning stock assessments for the past few years, the
ASMFC is likely to fail in this endeavor unless more drastic action is taken. The scientific
evidence seems to coincide with the anecdotal evidence from fisherman that the Atlantic
Striped Bass is in a lot of trouble; stock levels are falling and there are no small fish replacing
the older fish. The fish that we do have are not widely distributed; the concentrated biomasses
of fish that remain are so easily found thanks to modern fish finding technology, social media,
among others, that those concentrations of fish are being harassed by fleets of fisherman with
reckless abandon. This is especially true in areas where commercial fleets pound on schools of
commercial sized fish and in in-shore bottleneck areas where there is not enough Fish and
Game enforcement (i.e. the Cape Cod Canal, the Lawrence Dam area of the Merrimack River,
to name a few local areas of this kind). 

Frankly, I am in favor of the most conservative measures to ensure the best possible outcomes
for Atlantic Striped Bass, but I understand there are many stakeholders with different opinions
and self-interests across the Atlantic coast and I understand the most conservative measures
may not be a reasonable expectation. Therefore, I am in agreement with the positions of
American Saltwater Guides Association when it comes to Addendum II. To be specific, I am
in favor of the following positions without further rationale:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31" with 2022 seasons (all
modes).
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1-fish at 19-23” with 2022
seasons (all modes).
3.1.3 For-Hire Management: Option B—applicable only to patrons if a mode split is
selected.
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting: Option B.
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to the ocean
and Chesapeake fisheries.
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action.
4.0 Compliance Schedule: Implement measures as soon as possible in 2024 to reduce fishing
mortality. Jurisdictions that do not implement Addendum II’s final management measures in
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2024 should be found out of compliance.

I am not sure if the above proposed measures will be enough to support the goals of rebuilding
Atlantic Striped Bass stocks by 2029. I understand this may represent a single step of many
toward reaching the 2029 goal. However, time is already beginning to run out. I do feel
strongly that we will need brave, conservative and simple-to-understand rules in place to save
the Atlantic Striped Bass. Thank you, Ms. Franke and members of the Striped Bass
Management Board, for your consideration of these comments.

Sincerely,

Robert Pellegrino
Topsfield, MA 01983
Plum Island Surfcaster Club Member
Email: rvpell@gmail.com 
Cell: 978-413-1231

mailto:rvpell@gmail.com


From: Carter Grosset
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 6:10:18 PM

Hello, My name is Carter grosset, I am 18 years old from the state of Maine. I am currently living in Montana where
I fish mostly for trout, however striped bass where the first fish I caught on a fly rod and will always be my favorite
species. Furthermore they will always be a reason for me to return back to Maine. The passing of addendum II as
well as future regulations to protect spawning grounds (specifically Chesapeake bay) will allow stripers to return to
Maine, in turn allowing anglers like myself to return as well. Thank you so much for taking the time to read my
comment.
Sent from my iPhone
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From: John Broadbent
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Please consider
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 6:27:48 PM

Please consider closing commercial fishing along the Atlantic completely as well as closing charter fishing in the
manner that coincides with recreational fishing in the slot limit unless the fishing is restricted across the Atlantic
uniformed it’s not a productive discussion you can’t have one state running nets and another state taking large
stripers as chartered recreational fishing and being sold as commercial fish.  Limit all Atlantic striped bass to
recreational only with the existing slot limits
Sent from my iPhone
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From: chriskillenberg@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 6:35:27 PM

To the ASMFC and Striped Bass Advisory Board,
 
My name is Chris Killenberg. I am co-owner of Westport Fly, a saltwater fly-fishing and light-tackle
charter/guide service based in Westport, Massachusetts.
 

I attended the ASMFC public meeting in Buzzard’s Bay MA on December 5th, 2023 to learn more
about the status of striped bass stocks, and to hear feedback from fellow anglers about the
proposed regulations for Addendum II.  I came away struck by the devastating effect of the poor
spawning numbers over the past few years, and by the urgent need to do as much as we can to
protect mature breeding stripers now - in order to avoid a collapse of the stocks in the near future.
 
Those who spoke at the meeting against the tightening of regulations pointed to the significant
numbers of big stripers they caught this year as a sign that the fishery is OK.  I caught some of those
big fish, too.  But I didn’t catch nearly as many schoolies this season as I did over the past few
seasons.  This year was notable for a significant drop in the number of schoolies in our area.  With
fewer schoolies here today, we’ll have fewer big fish in future years.  And with the poor spawning
results in the Chesapeake, we have fewer schoolies in the pipeline.  We’re headed for trouble.
 
How did we get here?  Some people at the meeting blamed “mismanagement.”  Perhaps.  But even
if the stocks had been managed perfectly, a major factor is that mother nature dealt us a blow.  For
whatever reason – warmer winters, less rain – stripers have had a couple bad spawning years in a
row.  Even if the stocks had been managed perfectly, the recent spawning failures would be a
problem.  Rather than assign blame, let’s face the facts: we don’t have enough young fish in the
pipeline to sustain our fishery.  We have to protect mature breeding stripers in hopes that we’ll have
a few good spawning years in the near future.
 
None of us “in the business” want more regulations.  Regulations put an economic burden on all of
us.  But if small sacrifices in the short term help avoid huge problems in the long term, that’s a good
business decision.  It’s also in our personal interest.  Most of the fishermen who earn income on the
water love being on the water.  We love that environment and all the fish and other species who live
there.  We don’t want a desk job.  If stronger striper regulations now enables us to keep doing this
thing we love later, that’s a no-brainer.
 
I urge you to adopt the following regulations for Addendum II.  I hope it will be enough.  
 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options

Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes)
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options

Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same 2022
seasons.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options
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Option B with a full 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment

Option B—Board Action
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Killenberg
15 Albert Lane
Little Compton, RI 02837
 
Capt. Chris Killenberg
(919) 360-9792
www.westportfly.com
 

 

http://www.westportfly.com/


From: John Bartolo
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 6:52:59 PM

Good evening,
My name is John Bartolo. My family and I are recreational fisherman in the

state of New Hampshire. We enjoy fishing for striped bass and are in support of

measures being taken to restore the striped bass fishery. My family and wish

for the species to be managed for abundance. I support these options for draft

addendum II.

3.1.1 Option B

3.1.2 Option B1

3.2.1 Option B

3.1.4 Option B

3.3 Option B

Thank you for all your hard work and Merry Christmas.

Sincerely,

John Bartolo

New Hampshire
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From: Tom Evans
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum 11
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 7:08:14 PM

Attention Emilie Franke,

I live in Cooperstown, NY.. I surf fish for striped bass in Rhode Island 4 or 5 times per year. This
year, 2023, I caught no fish smaller then 26 inches. I caught only large fish, and I caught a lot
of them. It is quite obvious that the striped bass fishery is about to collapse in the next few
years. There are so few recruits in the pipe line. Will the board please do whatever possible to
fix what they can control, that being quotas. The board has zero control over environmental
factors contributing to poor spawning years. I am 73 years old. I will not live long enough to
see a rebuild of the stock. I hope my kids will see it. 

I support:
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Option B
I do not support mode splits

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Option B1
I do not support mode splits

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Option B
Hoping the board will respond and do whatever is necessary as fast as they are able to act.

Thank you,
Thomas R. Evans     
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From: Rui Coelho
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 7:30:05 PM

Dear ASMFC

I am not going to tell you specifically what steps you need to take, but I will tell you, you need
to look at the data, you need to look at the science, you need to listen to the majority of the
rational people who understand the threat to this population. 

Please user all of this information to help restore the striped bass population back to its
heyday, so all can benefit from recreation and commercial fishing for generations to come 

 
Thank You
Rui Coelho
President Emeritus GBTU
MA TU Council Secretary
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From: Jimmy Grimley
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 7:39:13 PM

The changes in my local striped bass fishery has me concerned for the future of the population all across the east
coast. Every year people are allowed to harvest the largest most precious migratory game species we have here in
Maryland and all along the east coast that is game fisher people share. It’s unfair for us catch and release trophy
anglers to watch the population slip from under our feet. I would love for my two children to grow up experiencing
the same beautiful fish I did. It’s safe to say this species has been declining similar to that of the 1979 all time low.
A moratorium is not the only answer we have but tighter regulations and closing harvests of striper over 30 inches
seems very fair. A slot size of 18-27 similar to the red drum slot size is perfect. The red drum population has been
great with more returning to the bay every year showing that not being allowed to keep breeders severely impacts
the population. I hope everyone’s word gets heard and something changes for the year of 2024 thank you so much.

Sincerely

James Grimley
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From: Bill Sistad
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Public comments
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 8:00:47 PM

Please pass some type of bill that will slow the harvest down on the striped bass fishery fot the
entire coast. It's been talked about many times to give striped bass game fish status. I'm am
100 % in favor of this regulation. Look, we've been through this before and it looks like it will
eventually happen again. Striped bass don't grow overnight, takes years to grow to these slot
sizes. Close down all pre-spawn areas until spawning has been accomplished and also close
down all pre-spawn areas to commercial fishing. There are so many options to save the striped
bass fishery, the slaughter of slot size fish, those year class fish this fall was horrible. My
opinion. Please make the right decision on regulations this year to save our striped bass
fishery. Sincerely,  William A. Sistad
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From: Brian Kendall
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 8:52:54 PM

Hello, I am an avid catch and release recreational angler from Connecticut and I fish
eastern Long Island Sound. Let's do what we have to do to bring these fish back by
2029. 

I support the following options for the Draft Addendum II:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options:                         Option B
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options:        Option B1
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements:         Option B
3.2.1 Commercial Fishery Reduction Options:                    Option B, with the full
14.5% reduction
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates:                     Option B

Thanks.

Brian Kendall
41 Lynch Rd
Lebanon, CT
860 319 7129
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From: coppa3@charter.net
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 8:59:21 PM

public comment input; recommend both the private and commercial quota sectors be reduced
by 14%. Recreational keep slot 28-31", commercial reduce quota overall by 14% each ocean
sector.
 
Carl R Moberg
Westport Mass
MA Commercial Finfish Lic #143226/ and Avid recreational fisherman.
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From: Jackson McCrickard
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 9:09:40 PM

Dear Striped Bass Management Board of the ASMFC,

My name is Alex McCrickard and I am an avid striped bass angler residing in Richmond,
Virginia.  I grew up in Baltimore, Maryland and I have been fishing the Chesapeake Bay for
striped bass since 1996 when I caught my first striped bass at the age of 6.  

This iconic fish means so much to me and many others residing in the Chesapeake Bay region
and the Mid-Atlantic north to Maine and Canada.  It's unfortunate that the number of striped
bass has dwindled, causing major concerns for the coastwide stock.  Anecdotally, I have seen
the fishing change over the years, remembering acres upon acres upon acres of blitzing
rockfish during the months of October and November in the Chesapeake which is now just
pockets of fish here and there.  Sadly, these anecdotal experiences mirror the science showing
a declining coastwide stock.   

I truly appreciate the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s ongoing efforts to help
rebuild the population. Only through strong, coastwide management action will we be able to
continue efforts to rebuild the striped bass population. Please accept my following comments
on draft Addendum II below:

For the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay trophy striped bass fisheries, I feel that Option B. 1 fish at
28’-31” with 2022 seasons (all modes) is the most appropriate action. This will create the most
level playing field for all anglers.  Mode splits at this point in time seem like an irresponsible
management strategy given the declining coastwide stock and poor recruitment over the past 5
years.   Furthermore, increasing the upper end of the slot to anything greater than 31" will put
the strong 2015 year class back in the slot zone which is exactly why the emergency action
was initiated this past year to keep the 2015 year class protected.  Lets hold strong with
protecting the 2015s because there truly isn't much coming up behind them from the
Chesapeake.  

For Chesapeake Bay recreational fisheries, I support Options B1, 1 fish at 19-23" across all
Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.  An upper end of 23" to the
Chesapeake slot will provide some level of protection to average year classes in 2017 and
2018.  

Given the active commercial and recreational fisheries in the Chesapeake Bay region, I
support Option B for the Commercial Quota Reduction Options and ask the Board to adopt a
reduction of no less than 14.5% to ensure the necessary reductions in striped bass mortality are
met.  However, with that being said I have strong concerns that a 14.5% reduction to the
commercial sector in the Chesapeake Bay region will not be enough due to underutilization of
the quota in recent years.  With an underutilized quota, a 14.5% reduction to the quota has the
potential to have no impact if the commercial sector is routinely falling 20% short of total
maximization.  In this scenario, a 14.5% reduction to the Chesapeake commercial fishery has
zero impact to the commercial sector.  Also, I would be remiss to not highlight the fact that
80% of all commercially harvested striped bass come out of Maryland's portion of the
Chesapeake Bay, the largest spawning grounds for the entire Atlantic stock.  It is woefully
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irresponsible to continue to allow the commercial sector to harvest juvenile fish at this level. 
Its time we step up and ensure that all sectors (recreational and commercial) are working
together to ensure the conservation of this iconic species.  If we can just give them the chance
to rebound, they will.   

Finally, I would like the Board to have the necessary flexibility to respond to future stock
assessments. Therefore, I support Option B in Section 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment
Updates.

I appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments on draft Addendum II.

-Alex McCrickard



From: Scott Tyndall
To: Comments
Subject: [External] “Striped Bass Draft Addendum II”
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 9:29:30 PM

I select Option B for 2024 Striper Fishing regulations. I have a question. Do you think that the
Omega Protein Corporation scooping up millions of pounds of menhaden from the Chesapeake
Bay could be contributing to the decreasing Striper population. Just a thought. While is was
fishing in the Bay this year, I witnessed the boats, surround and pick up a lot of fish. As I returned
to the boat ramp, I noticed a lot of dead fish floating on the water. It is just a thought. I can’t
imagine that the recreational fisherman are the cause of the striper decline.
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
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From: Patrick Spehnkouch
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 10:12:16 PM

Hello,

I want to offer my comment on the proposed Recreational Chesapeake Bay Options. I support
option B1. Thank you for taking my comment into consideration.

-Patrick Spehnkouch 410-707-8225 
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From: Daniel Hawkins
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 10:24:03 PM

Hello, I am an avid catch and release recreational angler from
Connecticut and I fish eastern Long Island Sound. Let's do
what we have to do to bring these fish back by 2029. 

I support the following options for the Draft Addendum II:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options:                       
 Option B
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options:       
Option B1
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements:       
 Option B
3.2.1 Commercial Fishery Reduction Options:                   
Option B, with the full 14.5% reduction
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates:                   
 Option B

Thanks,

Daniel Hawkins
21 Lake Ridge Dr
Columbia, CT 06237
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From: Ryan Wimer
To: Comments
Subject: [External] 2024 Striped Bass
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 10:25:35 PM

Hello,

I am a recreational fisherman on the Chesapeake bay and I want to
encourage ASMFC to support options B1 or B2.  Most importantly let’s
keep the regs the same for private fisherman as our for hire
counterparts.

Thank You,

Ryan Wimer
Thomas F Gowen & Sons
1-717-823-7628
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From: Stephen O"Grady
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 10:25:39 PM

To Emilie Franke, FMP Coordinator:

I respectfully submit the following comment as a lifelong recreational fisherman in
Massachusetts.

I support Ocean Recreational Fishery Option B, 1 fish at 28” to 31”. I believe the option that
achieves the greatest overall harvest reduction is appropriate for the dire circumstances of the
population. This option also has the benefit of building off the education that took place since
the emergency measure in May 2023 that implemented this size limit. The more regulations
change, the more confused the fishing public becomes, and the less likely we are to see
reliable compliance, making the complicated job of fisheries management even more
complicated.

While I don't feel as strongly about measures taken in the Chesapeake, I would support Option
B1, 1 fish at 19” to 23” for the same reason stated above; I prefer the most conservative
management when we have such a valuable and ecologically important species in decline.

I think creating different size or creel limits for for-hire vessels would be a big mistake. We
cannot let political pressure alter sound scientific management of the population. There is no
good reason to let for-hire vessels keep more or larger fish, and it also risks causing confusion
that leads to noncompliance among anglers who have been out on for-hire vessels.

I also support Option B from Section 3.1.3 to clarify For-Hire Management. That was
presumably the intent and should be codified.

Last, I support Commercial Quota Reduction Option B. Given the status of the stock, I don't
think any commercial harvest of striped bass is appropriate right now, particularly given that
the size limit imposed on the commercial fishery means that the most productive breeders are
harvested. Further, this has turned into a "recremercial" fishery; those taking advantage of the
commercial permits are not relying heavily on this fishery, and I believe we should continue to
cut back commercial harvest.

Thank you for your consideration,
Stephen O'Grady
Harwich, MA
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From: Tom C
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 7:32:20 AM

I support option C
Captain Tom Cusimano
Montauk

Sent from my iPhone
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From: rosskess1@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comments on Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 8:31:39 AM

My votes for SBDAII are below:
 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes).

Future consideration to mode splits should include removing captain and mate
from the retention allowance on the vessel. In a sense it’s the same as mixing
a commercial and recreational day.  Being ones own ‘mode’ should have
benefits and consequences.

 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across
all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 
 
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to
both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

Until there are multiple year classes of juvenile fish in the pipeline indicative of
a robust recovery all modes should share in the reductions to tilt the scales in
favor of preserving existing stock.

 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action. 

All species managers when faced with declining numbers should have the
option to not only implement emergency actions but sweeping actions to do
what management can to protect species in peril.

 
 
Regards,
Ross Kessler
Rosskess1@gmail.com
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From: Robert Huddy
To: Comments
Subject: [External] DRAFT ADDENDUM II TO AMENDMENT 7 TO THE INTERSTATE FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR

ATLANTIC STRIPED BASS Interim Management Measures
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 8:48:22 AM

To Whom it may concern

I am writing in response to the ASMFC request for comments on the DRAFT ADDENDUM II TO
AMENDMENT 7 TO THE INTERSTATE FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR ATLANTIC STRIPED BASS
Interim Management Measures .

My name is Bob Huddy and I currently reside in Connecticut and fish for Striped Bass in New Jersey,
New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island and Massachusetts.

I started fishing for Striped Bass in New Jersey in the early 1970’s, so I have seen some very good
years and some very, very bad years. The bad years being the years leading up to when moratorium
were in place, and the years when moratorium were in place.

As I am closing in on retirement and have two sons in their 30’s that will fish with me on occasion, I
am very concerned about the current state of the Striped Bass fishery and even more so about the
apparent trend of the fishery. I believe significant action is required in the very near term in order to
avoid another period of “bad years” upon us.

My personal belief is that the best near-term solution would be a moratorium on recreational fishing
that would allow fishing as catch and release only (preferably with modified hooks to prevent
mortality as best as is feasible). Given that, I am voicing my support for Option B. 1 fish at 28” to 31”
with 2022 seasons (all modes) since it is shown to have the greatest predicted result.

Thank you for your consideration of my position and comments.
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From: daniel giunta
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 8:49:28 AM

I am writing on support of Option C. A small increase in the slot size for the for hire fleet only
changes the overall harvest percentage by .1%. This is a negligible change. The for hire fleet
can more easily attain keeper size fish which will reduce the over all catch and release
mortality. This will in turn kill less fish. 

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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From: Mike
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 8:51:09 AM

ASMFC,
 
My business, Anglers Sportcenter, which employs between 20 to 40 people at
any given time, depends to a large degree on recreational sport fishing for
striped bass on the Chesapeake Bay. 

 

As striped bass regulations have become more restrictive it has had a negative
impact on my business. 

 

Shifting part of the allowable catch from one sector of recreational anglers to
another is a case of the government picking economic winners and losers, as
tightening restrictions on my customer base hurts my business while giving
more of the share to other forms of businesses benefits theirs. 

 

I understand actions must be taken to preserve the striped bass fishery and am
in support of that, but request that the measures taken are the least-restrictive
and most economically equitable among all recreational anglers and the
businesses that cater to them. I believe that in the case of the Chesapeake Bay
striped bass fishery this is option B4. 

 
 
Thanks,
Michael Ebersberger
410-703-5735
Anglers Sportcenter
1456 Whitehall Rd.
Annapolis, MD 21409
 
 

mailto:Mike@anglersannapolis.com
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From: Patrick Reynolds
To: Comments
Subject: [External] The future of the striped bass fisheries
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 8:58:00 AM

I would like to see options b and B1 implemented  these fish are a vital resources and must be
protected 

mailto:patrickreynolds021@gmail.com
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From: Dean Major
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striper comments
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 9:01:36 AM

Dear ASMFC,

Please take my comments in support of Option B.

The low Striper counts needs the most aggressive response to control all possible measures to allow the population
to recover.

The stocks are in decline and both recreational and commercial fisheries need effective rules immediately.

Small sacrifices will result in large gains as long as we have homogeneous rules for all

Do the plan B ASAP

Dean Major
Hampton Va
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:62panel@gmail.com
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From: Robert Krist
To: Comments
Subject: [External] ASMFC Striper Addendum II comments
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 9:11:51 AM

Following are my comments regarding option put forth in addendum II.

In general, my bias is to take action that reduce stripper harvest to establish a healthy striper population.

I am in favor of Ocean recreational option B.

I am in favor of Chesapeake Bay Option A

I am in favor of Stock Assessment Update option B

Thank you for the opportunity to weigh in on these critical decisions.

Rob Krist

Rpkrist@gmail.com
203-524-4627
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mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: john herrick
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 9:18:41 AM

Thank you for providing the well written document and video attachment on YouTube.  I attended the
Massachusetts meeting last night and though the meeting was good, trying to yell out preferences for
each category discussed was chaotic at best.  Maybe just have everyone fill out a voting preference sheet
in the future so the heated debates are more regulated.  I figured it was just easier to email preferences at
this point.
I am a commercial and charter fisherman out of Gloucester.  I also teach high school science and want
this fishery around for my young children.

I would vote:

- Recreational option C:  I believe charter captains will fish till their clients have something to take home
so this reduces the released fish.
- Chesapeake option C1
- For Hire: Option B:  I don't keep fish for myself while charter fishing but I will say I believe regulating this
will be tough.
- Filleting:  Option B:  Though I believe the racks at public marinas will make this tough.
- Commercial:  Option B:  I believe everyone should help the problem.  I would hope the commercial is on
the lower end of the % though because these numbers are already highly regulated and the data caught
is most accurate.
- Response:  At first I believed option B was the best but after the presentation and the board stated this
current change will only take less than a year to implement, I believe the addendum document is
misleading.  Option A

Thank you for your time and efforts,

John Herrick
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From: Rob Savino
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II Comments
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 9:28:39 AM
Attachments: CJ Victoria11 front copy.png

We support section 3.1.1 option C or E. 
The would give charter boats a Striped bass slot limit of 28”-33” which is still a two inch
reduction from past regulations. Not including the emergency action. 

We also support section 3.1.3 option A. 
Separate regulations for customers vs captain and crew doesn’t do anything for conservation.
It makes law enforcement even more difficult than it already is. 

We also support section 3.1.4 filleting at sea. There is no recognized law breaking problems
with charter boats filleting at sea for thier customers. So there is no need to solve a problem
that doesn’t exist. This just creates more complications for charter boat operators trying to
complete trips to get ready for the next trip. 

We also support section 3.2.1 option A. 
There is no need for a commercial Striped Bass reduction it does not give any benefit to
conservation measures. The no reduction in bass would be minimal conservation compared to
what is needed in the overall recreational sector. 

We support section 3.3 option A
There is no need to rush management decisions. Management need to hear from the public a a
separate meeting before deciding the future of the fisheries. 
Allow the public time to look at the scientific data.  This has been the status quo for years and
has worked well in other fisheries management.

Robert Savino
25 year Charter Captain and Owner
Advisor for the Stellwagon Bank Charter Boat association.
Advocate for healthy sustainable fish stocks and access to all fish for everyone.

Rob Savino

mailto:robsavino@mac.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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From: Michael Dooley
To: Comments
Cc: Patrick Keliher; Megan Ware
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 9:42:22 AM

Hello ASMFC board,

It is with the utmost conviction that I support the following options as a resident of Maine and
recreational angler: 

3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

We must manage the stock for abundance, as we know that the fish are worth far more alive
than dead on a beach or a boat deck - both from a monetary and ethical perspective. I want my
daughters to be able to fish for striped bass as they grow older- the time is now for change.  

Thank you for your time,
Michael Dooley

mailto:ms.dooley10@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:patrick.keliher@maine.gov
mailto:megan.ware@maine.gov


From: Scott Silver
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 9:45:39 AM

Dear ASMFC,

Thank you for the work you do to help ensure the future health of striped bass populations for the
east coast of the United States and  for all of us who enjoy them. I strongly support  Addendum II,
option B for open ocean regulations and option B1 for Chesapeake bay recreational options.  I am
against the idea of split modes for Chesapeake bay regulations The Recreational sector
(private and charter/for-hire) should continue to be managed under the same
regulations.  Five consecutive years of poor spawns out of the Chesapeake Bay is clearly
alarming, and I strongly support all measures to reduce fishing mortality by at least 14.5%. Please
do the best you can for the striped bass populations now.

Sincerely,

Scott Silver

Virus-free.www.avg.com
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From: Tara Bogan
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Support of Option C - Striper Regs
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 9:53:01 AM

Hello -

As a recreational angler and a long-time advocate of the for-hire fishing boat industry, I
support Option C. This would allow for-hire boats to be able to keep striped bass up to 33
inches. This measure will ensure that the for-hire fleets see their customer base rebound this
coming fishing season, which will drive tourism to the area. 

Thank you,
Tara

mailto:bogantara@gmail.com
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From: Paulgfish63
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum ll
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 9:56:01 AM

Good day,

Under 3.1.1, Ocean Recreational Fishery Options, I would like to vote for Option C., 1
fish at 28" to 31" with 2022 seasons for private vessel/shore anglers; 1 fish at 28" to
33" with 2022 seasons for the for-hire mode. Thank you.

Regards,

Paul Galeno

mailto:paulgfish63@aol.com
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From: Geoffrey Bloss
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 9:57:40 AM

Good Morning - 

I am commenting on the proposed adjustments to Striped Bass regulations for the upcoming
seasons.  I am an avid Striped Bass angler on both private and for hire vessels.  I strongly
support Option C. Private vessel/shore: 1 fish at 28" - 31" with 2022 seasons. For-hire: 1 fish
at 28" - 33" with 2022 seasons.

Best,
Geoff Bloss

mailto:gbloss@yahoo.com
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From: John Foster
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 9:58:48 AM

Hello, I am writing to submit my comments regarding the proposed management measures for
striped bass in 2024 and beyond.

I could not emphasize my concern for the future striped bass fishery enough. We need to do
absolutely everything under our power to save this fishery while we still have ample large
breeder fish around. It is imperative that we end the ability to keep striped bass for all
commercial and recreational anglers until we reach our recruitment goal. This is textbook case
of short term pain for long term gain. We must protect these fish however possible across our
eastern seaboard before it is too late. Please please please restrict the keeping of all striped
bass until recruitment hits goal levels ideally for multiple years.

Thanks,
John

-- 
John Foster
781-974-6507

mailto:johnefoster73@gmail.com
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From: Henry Olszewski
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 10:02:35 AM

To whom it may concern,
 
I am writing in support of Option C, the increase of the striped bass slot size by 2” for the for hire
fleet.
 
Thanks you,
Henry
 
Henry J. Olszewski, President
CA Lic # 0707110
Intermarket Insurance Agency
205 E. Main St  Ste. 3-4
Huntington, NY 11743
P.631-606-3525
F.631-421-2004
holszewski@intermarketins.com
www.intermarketins.com
 

 
 

 

mailto:holszewski@intermarketins.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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From: Jake Naso-Kushner
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 10:12:53 AM

Dear Commissioners,

I am a Rhode Island resident and avid surfcaster. Prior to moving to Rhode Island, I
lived in New York and spent 15 years fishing in the surf. Throughout my years as a
surfcaster,  I have seen a steady decline in the striped bass fishery and urge you to
take all measures to protect and restore the species. A recent knee surgery
prevented me from attending any of the hearings in person this fall, however please
note that I support the following options for draft addendum II
3.1.1 Option B

3.1.2 Option B1

3.2.1 Option B

3.1.4 Option B

3.3 Option B

Regards,

Jake Naso-Kushner

 

mailto:birdshark@gmail.com
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From: Rich Strzepek
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 10:17:24 AM

Dear Ms. Franke and Striped Bass Management Board Members,   
 
Thank you for the previous actions taken by you to protect the Striped Bass fishery.  As a
Striped Bass surf fisherman since the age of 12, now 76, 64 years,  I have seen Striper fishing
go through some highs and horrible lows.  There is no doubt that we are in a very down period
now.
 
Using available overviews and analysis of the proposed action options available to you, I
support the following actions be taken relative to Draft Amendment II:
 
Ocean Recreational Fishing Options:
Option B:  1 Fish @ 28-31”
This will continue to protect the 2015 Year Class
 
Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishing Options:
Option B1:  1 Fish @ 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay Jurisdictions
 
Commercial Quota Reductions Options:
Option B:  14.5% reduction for both Ocean and Bay Quotas
 
Response to Stock Assessment:
Option B:  Board Action
reduce time to it takes to reduce mortality
 
Thank you for considering my comments and please decide on the options that will result in the
most timely rebuilding of the fisheries stock.
 
 

Richare E. Strzepek  <{{{><
 

Virus-free.www.avast.com
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From: James Boyle
To: Comments
Subject: [External] [Phish] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 10:20:17 AM

Dear Ms. Franke and members of the Striped Bass Management Board,

My name is Jaime Boyle and I’m a full time fishing guide on Martha’s Vineyard MA, and
I’mm also the MA Board member for The American Saltwater guides Association.  ASGA has
submitted a letter with its position on Addendum II, I just wanted to say that I agree with
ASGA’s stance.  
  I have been guiding for over 30 years and have seen the rise and fall of the striped bass
fishery.  Twenty five years ago I would never have believed that we would be fighting to save
striped bass stocks again.  Please do the right thing to recover striped bass in a reasonable
amount of time.
 These are my choices for the options provided.
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31" with 2022 seasons (all modes).
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1-fish at 19-23” with 2022 seasons
(all modes).
3.1.3 For-Hire Management: N/A per our positions, but Option B—applicable only to patrons
if a mode split is selected.
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting: Option B.
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to the ocean
and Chesapeake fisheries.
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action.
4.0 Compliance Schedule: Implement measures as soon as possible in 2024 to reduce fishing
mortality. Jurisdictions that do not implement Addendum II’s final management measures in
2024 should be found out of compliance.

Thank you, 
Capt. Jaime Boyle
PO Box 1534
Oak Bluffs MA, 02557
508-922-1749
boylermaker.com

mailto:boylermaker@mac.com
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From: Fred T
To: Comments
Subject: Re: [External] Striped bass death impact due to slaughter of menhaden in the Chesapeake Bay
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 10:48:44 AM

Ms. Franke,

Thank you for your good work.

We left the shores of the Chesapeake Bay in 1993 when sports fishing and striped bass stocks
were plentiful and healthy.

We returned in 2019 and have been amazed by the decimation of almost every sports fish
type.  And shocked that Virginia allows the mass slaughter of menhaden, the bay's and
Atlantic coast's foundational food fish for striped bass and most other sports fish.  The entire
bay is suffering now, and the environmental impact is wide and devastating. 

Wishing you and your entire Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission team the best.

Frederick Talbott
3288 Page Avenue #1114
Virginia Beach, VA 23451
cell: 615-364-4804
fredtalbott@gmail.com

On Tue, Dec 19, 2023 at 11:53 AM Comments <comments@asmfc.org> wrote:

Thank you for providing input on the Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Interstate
Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass.  Your comments will be shared with the
Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board for consideration at its next Board meeting, which
will occur in January. Upon considering public input, the Board will select final
management measures and consider final approval of Addendum II.

 

Emilie Franke | FMP Coordinator

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, VA  22201                               
Phone: 703.842.0715 | Fax: 703.842.0741
efranke@asmfc.org | www.asmfc.org
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From: Potvin, Brian
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Amendment 2
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 10:52:09 AM

Hello, I’m a rec fisherman who has been flyfishing the east coast for 25 years. I, like everyone else,
have seen a dramatic diminishment in the quality of our fishery. I personally am catch-and-release
only with barbless circle hooks. I know that by fishing, I’m putting some pressure on the fishery, but
I’m doing it as responsibly as I can. My preference would us to give game fish status to stripers until
they come back in abundance.
 
If we don’t correct the current trajectory, I think we’ll look back at the catch-and-keep crowd (yes,
especially charters and commercial fishermen) as the buffalo hunters of our day.
 
I advocate for coast-wide regulations with “B” as my choice including strong advocacy for “B1” for
the Chesapeake.
 
Sincerely,
Brian Potvin
Marblehead, MA
 

mailto:BPotvin@kenvue.com
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From: Glenn Hughes
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 11:09:21 AM

Dear ASMFC,
 
My name is Glenn Hughes and I am the president of the American Sportfishing Association,
representing the sportfishing industry and anglers across the nation. I am also 1 of 750,000 anglers
and 1 of 322,000 license holders in the state of Maryland who are concerned about the health and
well-being of the Chesapeake Bay.
 
At ASA and for recreational anglers, we ask for 3 things – a healthy fishery, access to the fish and
fairness with other forms of fishing, including charters and commercial in Maryland. Although
charters are recreational fishing and we don’t support separation, we do feel that recreational
anglers who spend the time and money to fish from their boats, a friend’s boat or from shore,
should have the same ‘access’ to fish as the charter boat operators.
 
In answer to the request for opinion on the options slated in Amendment II for Striped Bass, I offer
my following comments:
 

1. For Section 3.1.1. Ocean Recreational Fishing Options - We support Option B, with current slot
of 28-31 inches; because ‘B’ maintains the Emergency Action and would provide stability in
2024.

2. For the Chesapeake Bay – We support Option B and sub-options because ‘B’ would maintain
consistency between private and for hire. BUT, its important to state the precision across all
options is overstated!

3. For 3.1.3. For Hire – Because we oppose the different limits for hire and private, this option
would not apply.

4. Commercial Quota – Again, we support Option B to apply against all sectors because we all
have a shared interest, but taking (proposed) 16.1% from recreational fishing and 0% from
commercial will have a far great impact on the state anglers, and, therefore, businesses and
jobs. And as Mike Luisi stated previously, “All should take ownership.”

 
Finally, if changes like these are going to be considered, its absolutely time to perform an economic
impact study. I know I personally have spent more than $7,000 in pursuit of fish and fishing on the
Chesapeake Bay during my 50 trips in 2023. I do not plan on targeting catfish or snakehead as
alternatives.
 
The 2016 McGraw Center for Conservation Leadership Study shows us that anglers who fished for
striped bass created a GDP of more than $800 million and supported more than 10,000 jobs with
salaries and wages of $497 million in the state of Maryland alone. The impact on the sportfishing
industry and the state of Maryland’s anglers are a far greater impact than on the commercial fishery
who I’ve heard did not achieve their quota in 2023.
 
I personally only harvested 6 rockfish all season. Most important to me is having access to fishing. If

mailto:ghughes@asafishing.org
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it is determined that we can take fewer fish then we accept that, but closing the fishery to ‘No
Target’ is completely unnecessary, especially in April and May when the waters are cold and the fish
will survive.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Glenn Hughes
President
American Sportfishing Association
1001 N. Fairfax Street, Suite 501
Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone: 703.519.9691 ext. 245
Mobile: 407.782.7752
www.asafishing.org
www.KeepAmericaFishing.org
 
 
 

http://www.asafishing.org/
http://www.keepamericafishing.org/


From: Ohbro38
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Public comment Striped Bass.
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 11:27:59 AM

Sent from my iPhone Charter Boat Oh Brother Montauk and more than 1000 of our clients Support Option C
28”-33” size for Striped Bass management as it will lessen regulatory discard mortality at least a little bit. We as a
group also support a 28”-33” for the Capt and  Mate. 
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From: Ed Skorupski
To: Comments
Subject: [External] St6riped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 11:40:37 AM

Ms. Franke – attended Dec. 18 meeting Re: Draft Addendum @ NYSDEC Region 3 – after listening to
the ASMFC information an dteh need to further reduce take in order to protect/increase the stock, I
would support – for the Hudson River
 
A modified slot limit of 18-26” with a closure July & August
 
Also, although not directly impacting my fishing on the Hudson – the multi-mode proposal for
charters to allow paying customers and additional fish is offensive.
 
Thank You for allowing my input
 
Ed Skorupski
eskorups@nycap.rr.com
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From: Sam
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 11:57:24 AM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Brian Kendall <ebrkrules@yahoo.com>
Date: December 19, 2023 at 9:55:29 PM EST
To: sam <Roosta04@gmail.com>
Subject: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II


Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:


Hello, I am an avid catch and release recreational angler from
Connecticut and I fish eastern Long Island Sound. Let's do
what we have to do to bring these fish back by 2029. 

I support the following options for the Draft Addendum II:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options:                       
 Option B
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options:       
Option B1
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements:       
 Option B
3.2.1 Commercial Fishery Reduction Options:                   
Option B, with the full 14.5% reduction
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates:                   
 Option B

Thanks.

mailto:roosta04@gmail.com
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From: john laccetti
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum Ii
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 12:02:37 PM

With regard to above:
A. Close session in summer preferably June 16th
B. 18-26”
(Although I ld rather see catch and release
Circle hooks only)

Thank you John Laccetti
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jlaccetti@icloud.com
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From: Scott A. Rager
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 12:12:20 PM

I agree with a&b!

Scott A. Rager

 

From Jess Best – DEC

 

When the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission meets in January, they will be deciding
what reductions, if any, will be implemented for the coast and we will potentially have to
decide on some changes for the Hudson River. Last night I presented the following options
that may achieve any reductions we have to implement. The options are all similar in terms of
the percentage reduction that they would achieve. 

                        A.  Close season in summer (removing July-August)

                        B. 18”-26” slot

                        C. 19”-27” slot with season clos early June 16th

                        D. 21”-28” slot with season closing early August 1st

                        E. 21”-28” slot with season opening later April 15th

                        F. Season opening May 1st

 Here’s my take/opinion on each

                        A.  Close season in summer (removing July-August) – OK, benefits all upper and
lower – reduces temperature                          related release mortality  

                        B. 18”-26” slot – OK, has the least impact reduces the pressure on one year
class

                        C. 19”-27” slot with season closing early June 16th – not so good – eliminates
late season fishing – more impact on                                 lower Hudson

                        D. 21”-28” slot with season closing early August 1st – not so good – doesn’t

mailto:rager@roadrunner.com
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address warm water release mortality

                        E. 21”-28” slot with season opening later April 15th – this will not be supported
by lower Hudson anglers

                        F. Season opening May 1st – NFG

In my opinion a combination of A&B would be the least disruptive.

What do we need to do – review the options and decide which one or combinations you can
support and send you comments to ASMFC at

Emilie Franke, FMP Coordinator

Email: comments@asmfc.org

Subject line: ‘Striped Bass Draft Addendum II’

 

 

 

 

 



From: Clay Emerson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 12:27:40 PM
Attachments: MDDNRYOY.png

Emilie,

Thank you for the ASMFC’s efforts in preparing the public outreach materials for the Draft
Amendment II to Amendment 7. I was encouraged that many states opted to offer both virtual and
in-person meetings, and disappointed with the states that did not offer both meeting options.

I am a passionate recreational striped bass angler and resident of New Jersey, and I am concerned
for the future of the pastime which I enjoy. I attended the public hearing in New Jersey and
unfortunately most of the public comments which I heard were anglers or charters which expressed
frustration over their perception of a lack of “good data”. Many offered personal testimony of “great
days” with “bass everywhere”. However, personal anecdotes and social media posts detailing
moments of local abundance are certainly not a valid replacement for the “good data” these
commenters desire. Accurate information on angler participation, effort and removals will always be
desired and never be acquired.

The best data we have is the various YOY surveys, most notably the Maryland DNR surveys of the
Chesapeake Bay. That data tells an obvious story; tragically it’s a story we’ve heard before. The
historic recovery of the striped bass population through John Boreman’s concept to protect the
1982 class of fish led to an abundant population of striped bass. We should continue to try to
protect the 2015 fish in a similar fashion.

However, the average catch per haul index over the latest five-year period (2019-2023) is the single
lowest value that has ever been measured over the entire 66 years of record. The 2019 YOY are just
beginning to contribute to the spawning stock, and I fear that the next five to ten years does not
hold promise for the fishery. Furthermore, the recent YOY data appears to be more variable in
recent decades, perhaps due to increasing climate variability (temperature and precipitation)
impacting the suitability of the bay for successful recruitment.

Now in 2023 the striped bass population is arguably in a similar state compared to what it was in the
early 1980s and the primary and likely evolutionary nursery of striped bass is changing in ways that
will only further impact the population. Additionally, we likely have record levels of recreational
pressure on the fishery, and we have a Chesapeake Bay that is not as stable and reliable as it
historically has been. I fish from a small boat and generally manage to get out at least once a week. I
have perceived a relative increase in the average size of striped bass in the last few years with a
notable lack of smaller fish. I know that a stable age class structure depends on reliable recruitment
and the presence of young fish (less than five years). Simply put, my limited observations and those
of many other anglers reinforce what the Chesapeake data are telling us; and it’s not good.

As far as Addendum II is concerned, my recommendations are as follows:

3.1.1 Option B

3.1.2 Option B1

3.2.1 Option B

3.1.4 Option B

3.3 Option B

Of note, I strongly disagree with any proposed mode splits, this has failed in the past and if people
chose to keep fish should not be given an advantage just because they pay a charter to get them to
that end. I also strongly encourage 3.3 Option B for ASMFC board action. Having attended meetings
of the New Jersey Marine Fisheries Council, I certainly don’t trust my State to make educated
decisions on the matter. Overall, I don’t think enough is being done and would support more
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conservative measures and expedited action.

In summary, the recovery of striped bass was a shining example of successful fisheries management
in action. Now in 2023, the best available data is painting the early signs in a picture of a second
collapse. Let’s act intelligently and quickly to reestablish a healthy population structure for future
generations to enjoy.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Clay Emerson

609-203-8980

2020 Sky Daughter Trail
Hammonton, NJ 08037



From: pj paguaga
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II - option c
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 12:36:07 PM

Myself and my fisherman friends wish to support Option C to limit slot size for striped bass by
no more than 2”

This will allow more striped bass to be able to live

Take care Pete
Via iPhone

mailto:pjpbydasea@yahoo.com
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From: Mike Alesse
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Public comment for asmfc
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 12:38:14 PM

Team mako commercial fishing 
Captain:mike alesse 
Ports: Beverly Newburyport Gloucester 
Also member of north end boat club
 
3.1.1
For hire option b 
Tighter regulations for hire boats going out 7 days a week. With multiple trips could result in
high harvest because lets face it they are good at fishing.

3.1.2
Chesapeake fishery is broken absolutely need tighter regulations. 
Option b1 

3.1.3
 Option b 

3.1.4

Option A - this is a enforcement issue nothing to do with saving striped bass 

3.2.1 

OPTION A.
Absolutely no way that mass commercial should absorb any of this issue. Let’s look at the
chesapeake commercial fishery with the use of nets on schoolies. 3million in quota in the
striped bass spawning grounds. Make them take a 50% reduction and ban nets! Time to make
it even with hook and line only! 

3.3 
Option A public comment is needed for checks and balances of rules 

serious ideas to achieve less recreational dead discards 
1) focus on chesapeake spawning grounds 
2) EDUCATION in order to obtain license you must complete a small course on 
Proper de hooking / cutting line if needed 
Measuring slot fish 
How to handle 
Gear to use 
Carry a net 
Seems simple but if it saves fish why not invest! 
3)the amfc needs its own law enforcement checking boat’s daily. Taking data and reporting
recreational fishing. 
Mass enforcement is completely maxed out and needs major help to maintain laws and
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poaching of the ocean. 



From: Tom Sikes
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comments on Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 12:44:22 PM

Dear ASMFC,

While I believe an equitable harvest moratorium for recreational and commercial fishing
would be the most appropriate, and most effective, way to rebuild Atlantic Striped Bass
fishery, I would like to voice my support for the following Options available within the Draft
Addendum II to Amendment 7:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery: I support Option B—1-fish at 28 to 31" with 2022 seasons
(all modes), as it produced the greatest overall harvest reduction and further protects the 2015
year class.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: I support Option B1—Apply a standard
minimum size limit, maximum size limit, and bag limit to the Bay jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons.
The minimum size shall be 19” and the bag limit 1 fish. Maximum size limit of 23”. Again,
this produces the greatest overall reduction of -22.4% and the greatest harvest reduction of
-38.4%. After 5 years of very poor spawns in the Chesapeake Bay, it is time for some
simplification and a narrow slot.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): I
support Option B—For-hire management measures apply only to patrons during a for-hire
trip; captain and crew during a for-hire trip are subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits.
This is only fair in keeping anglers honest. For bass populations to recover under these
protections, we must do all that we can to make sure fish are legally harvested and within the
slot limit. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: I support Option B at the largest possible
reduction rate of 14.5%—The ocean commercial fisheries and/or Chesapeake Bay
commercial fisheries will be managed by quotas representing up to a 14.5% reduction from
their 2022 quotas with their 2022 size limits. The Board will select the specific percent
reduction between zero and 14.5%.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: I support Option B—The Board could respond via Board
action where the Board could change management measures by voting to pass a motion at a
Board meeting instead of developing an addendum or amendment and different from the
emergency action process.

Thank you in advance for listening to our calls to protect this beautiful ecosystem.

Tom Sikes

--
Tom Sikes
(203) 927-8273
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From: James Ronayne
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II -James Ronayne
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 12:46:42 PM

My name is James Ronayne but I am sure many Chesapeake Fishermen know me as
PorkChop. 
     PorkChop Is my 12-foot aluminum boat; she's an old girl but her bright yellow paint makes
her stand out even amongst the newest boats. I use Porkchop to do everything on the bay. I
fish, crab, and even tong for oysters. My favorite pastime is photography. This summer I
started going out in the early morning to photograph crabbers at the mouth of the South River.
I love the relationships I build with these hard working watermen and I seek to tell their story
as often as I can. I’ve had the opportunity to photograph pound netters, Charter Boats,
recreational anglers, and even big corporations like Omega Fisheries down in Reedsville. 

     Currently, I am a Senior at Annapolis High School. I notice that many fishermen I
encounter on the bay are of an older generation. When I think about regulations, I think about
the future. I think about what a fishery will look like not only for my future, but for my kids
and grandkids. 

     I fully recognize that shutting down or restricting a fishery has massive implications for a
lot of people and their livelihoods today. BUT what I keep thinking about is tomorrow. If we
kill all the fish now, what does our livelihood look like next year or 5 years down the road?
What does it look like for future generations? 

     While the past 5 years of a poor spawn can be partially attributed to poor weather
conditions, it is also due to overharvesting. It does not seem fair that charter boats that possess
decades of fishing knowledge, and thousands of dollars worth of fish-finding equipment can
go out and keep upwards of 60 fish per day while I am limited to 1. The effort per catch on
their boat vs my boat is not comparable. 

     The first step in bringing this fishery back to what it once was, is limiting the bag limit for
ALL modes and reducing the total quota. In the past year I have spent 274 days on the water; I
have met watermen and anglers of all backgrounds, and I have forged relationships with
people from all parts of this fishery. 

     I believe that no matter our economic, political, or social divide; we are all fighting for the
common goal of a healthy Bay.

I am respectfully requesting Option B2 and a reduced total quota by at least 14.5%.

Thank You,
James Ronayne - F/V PorkChop
CCA Maryland Intern 
https://www.ccamd.org/ 
Environmental Photographer
(443)699-4487
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From: Al Williams
To: Comments
Cc: MIKE ARMSTRONG; Daniel.Mckiernan@mass.gov
Subject: [External] “Striped Bass Draft Addendum II”
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 12:57:55 PM

BTo: ASMFC
      Attn: Emilie Franke

From:  Al Williams / Gloucester, Mass.    ( commercial Striper fisherman,  recreational Striper
fisherman; and licensed charter Captain)

Hello Emilie;

I am a life long Gloucester resident and have fished for striped bass both commercially and
recreationally in Cape Ann waters for over 50 years. I also hold a Captain’s license but do not
actively charter.  
Attached you will find my comments regarding “Striped Bass Draft addendum 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit my opinions on this important document.

Section 3.1.1. Ocean Recreational fishery

Option B is my preferred option. (1 fish at 28” to  31” with 2022 seasons / all modes)

From the options presented, this one optimizes the % reduction benefit (14.1%) and also
strengthens the lower size buffer to the 2015 year class ( which will average 34” in 2024).
Also;  I feel that the concept of mode splits is just too challenging to adopt at this time.  If a
mode split were enacted in Massachusett’s, there could conceivably be 3 different size limits
in effect on an open commercial day.  (Comm. Limit, Rec limit; and for-hire limit).  - and
there is an increasing number of shore-guide businesses that I assume would also fall under
the for-hire umbrella.   All of this just feels too challenging to communicate and enforce for
2024.   This concept may deserve a harder look if the 2024 stock assessment is not good and
creative solutions are required to sustain all user groups. 

Section 3.1.2. Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery

I do not have a definitive preferred option given the myriad of existing sizes in the Chesapeake
and my lack of familiarity with that story.   Options that closely approach the targeted 14.5%
reduction would be my priority. 
I again emphasize my concerns about mode splits as stated in section 3.1.1. 

Section 3.1.3  For-hire Management Clarification

If a mode split is approved:
I favor option “A” (status quo)

The complexity of implementing a mode split in the for hire industry (boat and shore-guide) is
daunting to begin with.    Adding another layer involving Captain/guide vs client just
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welcomes further confusion and non compliance. 
(See my comments in section 3.1.1 regarding mode splits)

Section 3.1.4. Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements 

I prefer option “A” (status quo)
I prefer this option because in my opinion this is an enforcement issue that does not contribute
to % reduction goals.
However, I defer to law enforcement’s position if they have a favored approach that will help
them do their job. 

Section 3.2.1. Commercial Quota Reduction Options

I favor option “B”
This option will allow the board to choose quota reduction options ranging from “0% to
14.5%”.

There is defense for status quo, given that the commercial quota is a hard quota and did not
contribute to increased removals in 2022, but; the declining status of the fishery makes it
prudent and responsible to include consideration of a commercial quota reduction in concert
with recreational measures for 2024.
In my opinion, some data regarding 2023 total removals should be available by ASMFC’s
winter meeting in January.   This data should be used to help solidify a meaningful %
reduction in the commercial quota for 2024. 

Section 3.3. Response to Stock Assessment Update

I favor option “B” (Board could respond via Board action)
This will allow expedited decisions as needed.  The alternatives in option A just take too long. 
There is a high probability that the 2024 stock assessment will dictate that quick action must
be taken prior to the 2025 season. 

Thank you again for reviewing my responses and allowing me to participate in this process.

Al Williams
Gloucester, Mass.



From: John Moy
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 1:05:32 PM

Dear ASMFC:

I am a recreational angler on Nantucket, and I also take scale samples of striped bass
for Massachusett's SADCT program. Last year was the worst year in terms of samples, both
for me and for the entire program, in the 10 years I have been participating. Clearly striped
bass are in trouble, and something needs to be done to recover the stock. I am hoping that
Addendum II will help in that regard.

Here are my comments on the Addendum:

- in 3.1.1, Ocean Recreational Fishery Options, I support Option B, 1 fish at 28-31". That is the best way to protect the
2015 year class.
- in 3.1.2, Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options, I support Option B1. This is simplest, and is the biggest
reduction in an area that continues to suffer spawning failures.
- in 3.1.3, For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected), I support Option B.
Captain and crew should be treated differently than the paying clients.
- in 3.1.4, Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements, I support Option B. We have to get more serious about
enforcement.
- in 3.2.1, Commercial Quota Reduction Options, I support Option B. There has to be an equitable reduction in harvest in
order to recover the striped bass population.
- in 3.3, Response to Stock Assessment, I support Option B. We need to be more nimble if/when further action is required to
recover the striped bass Population.

Thank you for your consideration,
John Moy
25 Eel Point Road
Nantucket, MA 02554
jmoy@ospf.org
617-784-1872
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From: John Lefeber
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II Commentary
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 1:08:24 PM

To the Advisors and Board members of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission:

My name is John Lefeber. I am an avid recreational angler, currently living in Massachusetts. I 
have been fishing for Striped Bass since I was five years of age, living in southern 
Connecticut. I have caught and released bass from Long Island Sound all the way to the 
Damariscotta River in Maine and everywhere in between. I fish both on fly and spin, 
designing all the flies and lures I use to target these amazing fish. Fishing for Striped Bass is a 
passion of mine that I expect to be able to pass down to my kids and others in the future. 
Without protection this will not be possible in the Stripers current situation. Protecting striped 
bass stocks, safeguarding the recreational angling industry that relies on these fish, and 
ensuring that future generations of anglers can enjy our coastal fishery are paramount. With 
this said, I wish to support the following options in the current Addendum II draft: 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options, I support: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons 
(all modes). 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options, I support: Option B1—1 fish at 
19-23” across all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.  3.2.1 Commercial Quota 
Reduction Options, I support: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and 
Chesapeake Bay Quotas. 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment, I support: Option B—Board 
Action.  

I cannot emphasise the need for proactive management enough. The success of the Striped 
Bass fishing industry over the last two decades has stood on the shoulders of past anglers who 
saw the need for management in the 70's and 80's. Those anglers made sacrifices to their needs 
at the time and prioritized the fishery long term. We are in a similar situation. We can 
prioritize the future, or we can continue to drag our feet, see a crash and then moratorium in 
five years. It's up to us to manage now.

Thank you for providing the opportunity to comment on Addendum II.

John Lefeber

4/13/2022

Boston, MA
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From: Ray Jarvis
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Salt of the Earth sportfishing opinion
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 1:08:36 PM

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes).

Future consideration to mode splits should include removing captain and mate
from the retention allowance on the vessel. In a sense it’s the same as mixing
a commercial and recreational day.  Being one’s own ‘mode’ should have
benefits and consequences. 

 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across
all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 
 
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to
both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

Until there are multiple year classes of juvenile fish in the pipeline indicative of
a robust recovery all modes should share in the reductions to tilt the scales in
favor of preserving existing stock. 

 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action. 

All species managers when faced with declining numbers should have the
option to not only implement emergency actions but sweeping actions to do
what management can to protect species in peril.

Thanks for all the hard work. 

I feel as though this is something, but not enough in the end. This fishery will
crash if we don’t stop the harvest. 
I’m concerned about the future of my business here in Massachusetts and I
hope that common sense out ways financial decisions at some point. 
Game fish status please!!

Thanks,

Ray Jarvis 

Owner
Salt of the Earth Sportfishing Inc.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: John Shaul
To: Comments
Subject: [External]
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 1:15:16 PM

#4 
Option c

mailto:shaul422@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Andy Boynton
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 1:16:49 PM

Dear ASMFC:

I am a  serious beach recreational angler on Nantucket. For the past ten years, fishing has
varied year to year, but the trend has been worse and worse fishing; fewer and fewer fish.
Clearly striped bass numbers are down, and something needs to be done to recover and
replenish the stock. I am hoping that Addendum II will help in that regard.

Here are my comments on the Addendum:

- in 3.1.1, Ocean Recreational Fishery Options, I support Option B, 1 fish at 28-31". That is the best way to protect the
2015 year class. 
- in 3.1.2, Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options, I support Option B1. This is simplest, and is the biggest
reduction in an area that continues to suffer spawning failures. This is a vital option to support.
- in 3.1.3, For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected), I support Option B.
Captain and crew should be treated differently than the paying clients.
- in 3.1.4, Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements, I support Option B. We have to get more serious about
enforcement. Put teeth into the enforcement! 
- in 3.2.1, Commercial Quota Reduction Options, I support Option B. There has to be an equitable reduction in harvest in
order to recover the striped bass population.
- in 3.3, Response to Stock Assessment, I support Option B. We need to be more nimble if/when further action is required to
recover the striped bass Population.

-- 
Andy Boynton
46 Weweeder Ave, Nantucket, MA 

And...
John and Linda Powers Family Dean
Carroll School of Management
Boston College
140 Commonwealth Avenue
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

boyntona@bc.edu
617-552-8420 (p)
617-552-8738 (f)
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From: Patrick Vogt
To: Comments
Subject: [External] ASMFC Stripers Addendum II - Written Comment
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 1:23:50 PM

I am writing in regard to the striped bass addendum II.

For section 3.1.2 I support option B1.
For section 3.2.1 I support option B.
For section 3.3 I support option B. 

I would like to give additional comments on my strong opposition to mode splits (e.g.
recreation vs. recreation for-hire) for this addendum and in the future. 

When we are dealing with emergency regulatory addendums (in other words, the
stock is barreling toward a crash), it is in our collective interest as fishermen,
regardless of mode, to rebuild the stock as quickly as possible. Mode splits, in this
case, tend to only lessen the chance of rebuilding within the desired timeframe, and
should be completely disregarded in emergency situations. 

Respectfully,

Patrick Vogt
Recreational striped bass angler.
Connecticut
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From: Chuck Vaccarino
To: Comments; Chuck Vaccarino
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 1:45:04 PM

Hello Emilie Franke,

Thank you for accepting comments. 

I am in agree on a combination of A & C options & my proposal would be as follows:
- Close the season in summer July & August
- Tighten the slot to 19" to 27"

I fish the Hudson during striper run during the month of May from West Point to The Troy
dam & the past several years have been some of the best fishing ever.
Mostly boat fish with occasional shore fishing at the dam. 100% of the fish I catch are
released.
I would actually be in favor of 100% catch & release for recreational anglers. 

Thank you & please reach out if you have any questions or concerns.

Thanks,
Chuck Vaccarino
518-858-9814
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From: Austin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 1:48:04 PM

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B—1-fish at 28 to 31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes).

There are three goals here; the greatest overall reduction, protecting the 2015-year class and making sure it is done in a
fair and equitable way. Option A expands the slot to 28″-35″, Option C and D introduce ‘mode splits’. Essentially,
recreational anglers are split into ‘private vessel/shore’ and ‘for-hire’, it is not the right thing to do now or ever. Since the
inception of Amendment 7, we have heard from the board and law enforcement that no harvest and no target closures
would be too difficult to enforce, the same applies here. All recreational anglers should make an equitable effort to reduce
harvest and restore the Striped Bass stock to abundance. Option D shifts the slot up in size and would only do more
damage to the 2015-year class as they continue to grow and enter that range.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B1—Apply a standard minimum size limit, maximum
size limit, and bag limit to the Bay jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons. The minimum size shall be 19” and the bag limit 1 fish.
Maximum size limit of 23”.

Here we selected Option B1 for several reasons. Most importantly it produces the greatest overall reduction of -22.4%
and the greatest harvest reduction of -38.4%. After 5 years of very poor spawns in the Chesapeake Bay, it is time for some
simplification and a narrow slot. Option B1, with consistent minimum size, maximum size, and bag limit creates more
uniform regulations across the bay. Again, as previously discussed in the ocean recreational options, mode splits are not
something we can support in anyway.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): Support Option B—For-hire
management measures apply only to patrons during a for-hire trip; captain and crew during a for-hire trip are subject to the
private vessel/shore angler limits.

We do not support mode splits in anyway, as discussed in the first two sections. Should the board choose to adopt (most
likely against public comment) mode splits we should do what we can to minimize the potential damage. Option B only
allows the additional harvest to apply to the patrons during a for-hire trip. The captain and crew are subject to the same
regulations as private vessel/shore anglers.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: Support Option B—For states that authorize at-sea/shore-side
filleting of striped bass, establish minimum requirements, including requirements for: racks to be retained; skin to be left
intact; and possession to be limited to no more than two fillets per legal fish. States should consider including language about
when and where racks may be disposed of, specific to each mode allowed to fillet at-sea/shore.

This is no time to be lax about regulations and keeping anglers honest. If we want to get the stock back on track for
recovery then we should do all that we can to make sure fish are legally harvested and within the slot limit. Option B
requires that, in states where at-sea/ shore-side filleting is allowed, anglers must retain the rack (what is left of the fish after
cutting off fillets) and keep the skin on the fillets. This is very simple, in the event that a conservation officer boards a
vessel or checks on a shore angler, it would be possible for that officer to know whether or not the fish was legally
harvested. We are adding to the toolkit law enforcement has to ensure compliance by the anglers.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Support Option B—The ocean commercial fisheries and/or Chesapeake Bay
commercial fisheries will be managed by quotas representing up to a 14.5% reduction from their 2022 quotas with their 2022
size limits. The Board will select the specific percent reduction between zero and 14.5%.

Status quo is just not an option at this point. As stated, “Status quo has a reduced probability to achieve the objective of
this addendum.” An equitable reduction is harvest gives us the best possible chance at getting the rebuild back on track.
While it is unfortunate that the board will ultimately get to choose the percent reduction, the bottom line is Option B will
reduce commercial harvest beyond the 18% reduction put in place by Amendment 7. In your comments please suggest that
the board select the biggest possible reduction of 14.5%.

We should note that there are several concerning matters surrounding a commercial quota reduction.
First off, it is important to understand that the reduction is to the allowable total harvest number, not to the actual

harvest. So, states that do not max out their quota may not see any actual reduction in mortality. Let’s say a state only
harvests 80% of its total allowable quota. In that case a 14.5% reduction in quota would not save a single fish. For

mailto:austin.w.schofield@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


example, in the past we have reported on Massachusetts struggling to fill its commercial quota. To us its a clear sign
that there are just not enough fish around but the troubling part is that if history repeats itself, than this best case
scenario of a 14.5% reduction could mean no actual change in commercial harvest. As we have always said, to rebuild
this stock we need equitable reductions in mortality. We all need to give something to get something in return.

Secondly, there was much discussion between board members regarding their ability (or inability) to getting these
new commercial regulations in place for the 2024 season. The main reason seemed to stem from the timing of this
Addendum II process. Public comments would be taken through December and then final board action would be taken
in January. Several board members said it would be very difficult or flat out impossible for them to change commercial
regulations at that point. It seemed to hinge on the production of the physical tags but in reality it really just seemed like
they were reaching for an excuse to not get the job done. While this mainly pertains to more southern states where the
commercial season begins earlier, it would be a complete farce if Addendum II reductions are only applied to the
recreational sector.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Support Option B—The Board could respond via Board action where the Board could
change management measures by voting to pass a motion at a Board meeting instead of developing an addendum or
amendment and different from the emergency action process.

As we mentioned in our summary of this past ASMFC board meeting, there is a really good chance that Addendum II
will only be in effect for a one year period. The next stock assessment results are expected in the fall of 2024. Given the 5
years of very poor recruitment in the Chesapeake, there is a good chance that stronger management changes will be need to
ensure a greater than 50% chance of rebuilding by 2029. If the board is required to do so via another Addendum, that
process could take close to a year to finalize. The Striped Bass stock does not have that kind of time right now. Option B
would allow the board to react by voting by a simple majority. While we prefer to have a public comment period, it just
becomes a cumbersome and time consuming process which puts us farther behind in terms of rebuilding. This is
unfortunate, the writing has been on the wall for years and as you are probably already aware, Stripers Forever has been
calling for the most conservative measures since the beginning of the Amendment 7 process. If the results of the next stock
assessment are as bad as we anticipate, the conversation about a equitable harvest moratorium will most certainly be back
on the table.

Thank you, 
Austin Schofield

https://www.stripersforever.org/asmfc_2023_annual_meeting_summary/


From: Jeff Rocco
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 1:50:19 PM

Good afternoon,

As a charter boat captain and advocate for fishing please consider OPTION C for the 2024
NYS fishing season.

This option will increase the slot size 2" more for the for hire fleet. The increased slot of 2" will only
change the harvest reduction percentage from 14% to 14.1% This difference is so negligible it should be a
no brainer and again reiterates the the tiny slice of the pie that the for hire fleet represents within the
recreational sector. This will decrease catch and release mortality which will keep more Striped Bass in
the water. The less time I spend Bass fishing will equate less bass killed plain and simple.

Respectfully,

Jeff Rocco
Aqualina 2 Charters 
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From: Vittorio Fiorenza M.D.
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum I
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 1:56:36 PM

Hello Emilie Franke,

Thank you for taking the time to accept comments.
- I am a Hudson River Striper Recreational fisherman.

I would agree with a combination of A & C options to include:
- Close the season in summer July & August
- Lessen the slot to 19" to 27"

I would be in favor of 100% catch & release for recreational anglers.

Thank you,
Vittorio Fiorenza

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:vit53@icloud.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Richard Hutchins
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 1:58:52 PM

I attended the public hearing in Portsmouth NH, but submitting the following comments.
For the ocean recreational options I vote for Option B.
For the Chesapeake Bay recreational options I vote for Option B1.
For the recreational filleting options I vote for Option B.
For the commercial quota reduction options I vote for Option B.
Although a 14.5% reduction in harvest is a step in the right direction, I feel more drastic action may be needed given
the shocking reduction in the smaller fish that we are seeing now. I would be in favor of a seasonal overall limit, or
even a complete catch and release on the recreational side. We can’t afford to wait until it’s really a crisis like we
have seen before. Thanks for your consideration on this important matter.
Sincerely,
Richard T. Hutchins
CCA member and long time fly fisherman

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:richardhutchins43@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Frank Zima
To: Comments
Subject: [External]
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 2:03:17 PM

Hi Emilie!
Some additional thoughts on striper management regulations.  
Have no angling/fishing during spawning, especially in specific spawning areas. Example:
Portions of the Hudson, Delaware, and Chesapeake.  This would be a similar principle to what
they do in trout/salmon rivers.
Encourage...possibly mandate...the use of more single hooks, and barbless hooks (especially
on trebles).

Thanks for listening...and for what you do!
Be well...

Frank Zima
Albany NY

mailto:amizknarf@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Dave Prockop
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 2:08:31 PM

Dear ASMFC,

I am a recreational angler living in Rhode Island and I am also friends with commercial
fishermen so I am well aware of the arguments for and against most of the options in
Addendum II. The picture looks very clear to me and most of those I speak with. People who
ignore the data about the population as a whole simply don't want to believe what the numbers
tell us, all too clearly, about the fragile state of the striper population. Unfortunately, anyone
who has fished for more than one year knows that the presence of fish one season does not
guarantee they will be there the next. That's the whole reason that population studies were
begun in the first place and the whole reason for regulations to exist.

This is all about short-term gain vs. long-term security of the striped bass fishery. If short-term
were all that mattered, we would have no need for your oversight or for any regulations at all.
Your entire role is to do all that you can to ensure the long-term well-being of this fishery, for
the benefit of everyone involved, even if that means making decisions that are unpopular when
they are first made. Since that is the reason for your commission to exist, I trust that you will
make your own decisions, rather than being swayed excessively by any sort of straw poll.
Everyone who cares at all about our striper population will thank you in a few years for every
careful regulation you put in place.

With all that in mind, I strongly support the options listed below.

Thanks for taking the time to consider all views and to focus on the data,

Dave Prockop
Providence, RI
----------------------------------------------------------------
3.1.1 - Option B
3.1.2 - Option B1
3.1.4 - Option B
3.2.1 - Option B at 14.5% reduction in the ocean and Chesapeake
3.3 - Option B

mailto:dprockop@groton.org
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Ben Horner
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 2:32:00 PM

Hello,
My name is Ben Horner and I live in New Hampshire and fish for Stripped Bass
mostly in MA, NH, and ME. The fishing is the worst I have seen in the 15 years or so
that I have been chasing stripped bass. Not only were my numbers way down this
year, but I literally did not catch a bass under 15 inches this season. There seems to
be no measurable numbers of small bass. This is an ongoing theme that needs
attention, the time for playing with quotas and funny math to allow continued over-
harvest is long over. Please consider the bigger picture. 
Regards,
Ben Horner

I support these options for Draft Addendum II:

3.1.1 Option B

3.1.2 Option B1

3.2.1 Option B

3.1.4 Option B

3.3 Option B

mailto:bbhorner13@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Ryne Miller
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 2:58:51 PM

I support Option C - increasing slot size by 2".  There are too many good fish being thrown
back.  The fishers do comply - so give them a reasonable framework within which to comply. 

Best,
Ryne

Ryne Miller

Miller Strategic Partners LLP

(212) 542 3268 | ryne@millerstrategic.co 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail and any attachments are for the exclusive and confidential use of the intended recipient. If you
received this in error, please do not read, distribute, or take action in reliance upon this message. Instead, please notify us immediately
by return e-mail and promptly delete this message and its attachments from your computer system. We do not waive attorney-client or
work product privilege by the transmission of this message.
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From: Joe Pellegrini
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 2:59:28 PM

Hello, my name is Joe Pellegrini, I'm a surfcaster from Long Island and care deeply about
the state of the Striped Bass population. 

I ask that you strongly consider the following regarding Addendum II of Amendment 7:

3.1.1: Option B

3.1.2: Option B1

3.1.3: Option B

3.1.4: Option B

3.2.1: Option B

3.3: Option B

Warm regards and Happy New Year
Joe Pellegrini
North Bellmore, Long Island, NY

-- 
                       Joe Pellegrini 
           Director of Courtesy Patrol
Long Island Beach Buggy Association
                       516-729-8582

mailto:libbacourtesypatrol@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Captain Mack
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 3:10:19 PM

I support Chesapeake Bay Recreational Option C2

mailto:mack@obsession45sportfishing.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Ken Thompson
To: Fishon; Comments
Subject: [External] RE: STRIPER COMMENTS DUE AT ASFMC DEC. 22, 2023
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 3:22:30 PM

The depletion of the primary food source of Menhaden must be regulated far better with a reduced
limit and season. It is criminal that Omega is allowed to harvest the ridiculous amount that is
permitted to date..
This needs to end. They are constantly inside the 3-mile line and across the mouth of the
Chesapeake.
Respectfully,
Captain Ken Thompson
 

From: Fishon <fishon@opportunatylines.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2023 11:45 AM
To: Ken Thompson <kent@architecturalwindow.com>
Subject: FW: STRIPER COMMENTS DUE AT ASFMC DEC. 22, 2023
 
 
 
 
 
Sent from Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

 
 
-------- Original message --------
From: Virginia Saltwater Sportfishing Association
<kevin.m.smith250.gmail.com@memberplanet.net>
Date: 12/17/23 5:13 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: fishon@opportunatylines.com
Subject: STRIPER COMMENTS DUE AT ASFMC DEC. 22, 2023
 

View in Browser
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“CALL FOR ACTION “
VA STRIPED BASS FISHING IN JEPORDY

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR COMMENTS TO THE ASFMC
BY DECEMEBER 22, 2023


The Virginia Saltwater SportFishing Association strongly encourages you, your friends and all anglers to
email your comments to the email shown below before December 22, 2023. Your input is critical to the
future of recreational striped bass fishing in Virginia's Tidal Waters and The Chesapeake Bay. Please share
this information with others who you think would be willing to help.

The ASFMC Striped Bass Draft Addendum II addresses the overfished status of the fishery and the
likelihood of not meeting the recovery goal by 2029.  Potential recreation measures include tighter slot
limits for both the Bay and Ocean fisheries with commercial measures including potential quota
reductions. If you would like to read more, please click this link:
https://asmfc.org/uploads/file/6542756cAtlStripedBassDraftAddendumII_PublicComment_Oct2023.pdf
 
VSSA has serious concerns on the probability of rebuilding to the biomass target by the 2029 deadline.
Therefore, the VSSA supports the most conservative measures proposed. Moreover, we believe both the
recreational and commercial sectors must share in the rebuilding process. Our comments on the
proposed options have been submitted to the ASMFC and VMRC.

Email Your Comments by 11:59 PM (EST) on December 22, 2023 to: 
comments@asmfc.org 

 Please name your email in the Subject Line:  Striped Bass Draft Addendum II.
 
Kevin Smith
 
Secretary
Virginia Saltwater Sportfishing Association
 

A Non- Profit 501c3 Organization for Virginia Recreational Anglers
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From: William Pruitt
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 3:27:18 PM

I am a charter operator in Maryland and I'm in favor of option C2 for the 2024 season. All
other options will highly impact the charter business we have in MD and may even cause
some to go out of business due to lack of customers.
Thanks
Shawn Pruitt 

mailto:neverenuff46@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Richard Grein
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Addendum 2 Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 3:29:06 PM



Hello ASMFC

I am Richard Grein. I fish my local New York waters. Please consider my comments on addendum 2.

3.1.1:B )   1 fish 28” to 31” , preferred

But after extensively discussion, at the New York meeting if the science is sound there is only a 0.1% change in
reduction and 0.4% change in harvest. Option C would be a compromise since nether model actually reaches the
14.5% reduction.
The size limits should not move to protect the 2015 ,2017,2018 year classes at this time.

3.1.2:B1 ) Bay jurisdiction 1 fish 19” to 23”

3.1.3:B ) Fire hire captain and crew are held to private shore / boat limit.

3.1.4:B ) this fits my opinion the best but I see and understand why racks are to kept but do not see the need to retain
the skin. And stars should consider when and where they can be disposed of.

3.2.1:B ) A 14.5% max cut in commercial harvest in ocean and or Chesapeake Bay.

3.3:B) the board should have the ability to take action and vote on measures at the meetings to avoid delay.

Richard F Grein
Kings Park, NY

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:ulot68@aol.com
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From: RICHARD ETZEL
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 3:32:03 PM

To ASMFC,
I am a full time charter vessel out of Montauk NY. I would like to submit comment on Striped Bass Addendum II
3.1.1. I support option C. Thank you,
Richard Etzel

Sent from my iPad

mailto:etzbreak@aol.com
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From: Vigmostad Ralph
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass addendum23.1.1
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 3:32:23 PM

Sent from my iPad3.1.1 opt b,3.1.2 optb1, 3.1.3 opt b, 3.1.4 opt b,3.2.1 opt b,3.3 opt b

mailto:rvcoho@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Christopher Hull
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 3:51:38 PM

I’m in agreement with the proposed changes to the striped bass fishery

mailto:pookalindsey@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: PAUL stamos
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Re striped bass draft addendum ll
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 3:52:35 PM

Please note I am in favor of option b for section 3.1.2 Chesapeake bay recreational options.  I
also support option b for 3.2.1 commercial quota reduction options.  

Thank you
Paul Stamos

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
Get Outlook for Android

mailto:paulstamos@hotmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
https://aka.ms/AAb9ysg


From: Albert Lorenzetti
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass amendment 2
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 3:52:57 PM

Charter and recreational should be considered separately. 
I have been a charter Captain for over 40 years. As a charter captain I pay a State fee of $250
for my charter business. I pay for commercial insurance. I have to maintain my captain's
license and renew it every 5 years. I am subject to random drug testing.

For all of these rigorous requirements I get no preferential treatment to help maintain my
business and no consideration of what I do for the tourist industry in my region.

This is draconian bullying at its best based on somewhat shaky science.

Charter catch should be 28 to 35 inch or 36 and over. 

Captain Al Lorenzetti 
Senior outdoor writer for OWAA. 
Website www.skimmeroutdoors.com 

mailto:captal@skimmeroutdoors.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
http://www.skimmeroutdoors.com/


From: Nuno Decosta
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Slot limits hurt more then they help
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 3:59:00 PM

Over the last few seasons, with a slot limit, we have seen more mortality with a Fish being
released prior to the slot limits. Fisherman would be happy with catching a nice, 30 pound
striped  bass and be done for the day. Now we are releasing larger fish at a more exorbitant
rate Which in the long run will have more mortality besides that when we target a small 3 inch
window, We are going to have a missing size class for seasons to come. 
Just a thought 
http://www.Tyalure.com 

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS

mailto:nunodecosta@aol.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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From: fishhawk
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 3:59:53 PM

Taking into account data uncertainties in striped bass stock assessments, multiyear
unfavorable environmental conditions affecting spawns, and extended multiyear poor
recruitment, the largest reductions under consideration for Addendum II should be adopted
because of the urgent need to reduce mortality and rebuild the depleted stock. This would for
the Chesapeake Bay Option B1. All categories of fisherman - recreational, fishing for hire, and
commercial - should be treated equally with respect to striped bass take reductions with no
special carve-outs for anyone other than Native Americans to the extent that a tribe and its
members may have a by right take by treaty or law.

Submitted by Wayne Young, MS (Natural Resources)

mailto:fishhawk@cox.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: labeast4@optonline.net
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 4:00:47 PM

 I live on the east end of Long Island, Sag Harbor to be precise, and have fished Long
Island waters my whole life. I.m turning 65 in Feb. and have watched the striped bass
situation through good times and bad. We need to preserve this beautiful fish and if
anything we need to preserve this majestic creature that we all love and admire for
future generations to come. Sincerely, Pete L. 

mailto:labeast4@optonline.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Edward Fabian
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 4:02:22 PM

Only a person that is on the take or that is stupid would not realize that the problem is that commercial fisherman are
allowed to take 15 bass a day and by size they can only be breading females . If your to stupid to read this then it
falls on deaf ears . If you are able to read this then I guess we know what’s really going on!

mailto:edwardfabian67@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Richard Rodwell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Management
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 4:06:39 PM

I agree with the proposed changes in striped bass management to help replenish the
stock. The Northeast region is on the right path but more meaningful measures need
to be taken in the critical Chesapeake Bay and Mid Atlantic region breeding areas.     

Thank You,
Richard Rodwell
First Assistant Harbormaster
Town of Marshfield, MA
rrodwell@marshfieldpolice.org

mailto:rockfish589@verizon.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Brad Curtin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 4:07:53 PM

Hello, I am a shore based recreational saltwater angler from Massachusetts and fish in
multiple New England states. I am writing to share my opinions as to which options I believe
are best moving forward with addendum II.

My positions are as follows:
3.1.1 ocean recreational options: I am in favor of option B, one fish at 28-31" with the same
2022 seasons (all modes).
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay recreational options: I am in favor of option B1, one fish at 19-23"
across all Chesapeake bay jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 
3.2.1 commercial quota reduction options: I am in favor of option B, with a 14.5% reducution
to both ocean and Chesapeake Bay quotas.
3.3 response to stock assessments: I am in favor of option B, board action. 

I appreciate the opportunity to voice my opinions for the future of the fishery I greatly love.
As an avid fisherman primarily targeting striped bass I feel the actions taken now are of
critical importance for the future of the species, and the most aggressive actions allowed
should be taken to ensure the fishery not only survives but thrives. I would love to see the
population managed to abundance even if it requires strict action such as temporary
moratoriums that have already proven their effectiveness previously or even game fish status,
but hopefully with these forthcoming regulations that won't be necessary.

Thank you for your time. Brad Curtin 

mailto:bcurtin1220@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Mike Delzingo
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 4:40:26 PM

As a commercial Striped bass fisherman I urge the council to 
Vote for Option A Status Quo for section 3.2.1 commercial quota reduction options.

The Massachusetts commercial quota alone will suffer close to 100,000 pound cut with only a 1.6%
improvement over the recreational sectors proposed reduction.
That's a big hit to the local rod & reel fishermen who depend on this fishery. Another hard financial hit to
each individual permit holder.
We are already fishing at an 18% reduction from amendment 7, another cut is not necessary.

Respectfully,
 
Mike Delzingo
Commercial Striped Bass fisherman
Boston Ma.

mailto:ff_boston@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Ronan Gerns
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass management options
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 4:41:13 PM

As a NJ shore based angler, I endorse option A.

mailto:bergall@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Ross Adams
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stripe Bass limits
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 4:41:28 PM

To Whom It May Concern;
  The slots for recreational fishing are very limited. It seems as though they are not penalizing the commercial
fishermen for their role in the Schoolies depletions.
Thank you,
R. Adams
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:rtadja@msn.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Mark Scheuerman
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Save the Rockfish! Vote Option B1
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 4:49:46 PM

Greetings,

I live on and fish the Chesapeake Bay at least once/week and see the decline of the rockfish population first hand. I
also see the inconsistent application of the rules between recreational and commercial fisherman (who often take 2
trips per day!) kill our rockfish population. Please impose the most restrictive means possible! Please vote: Option
B1, 19-23” across the board to help save these beautiful creatures. Thanks!

Mark G. Scheuerman

mailto:mgscheuerman@icloud.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Robert Maisch
To: Comments
Subject: [External]
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 5:01:54 PM

Keep current regulations.

mailto:rwm322@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Anthony D"arrigo
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum 2
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 5:02:54 PM

To Whom it May Concern,

It is without question, based on the negligible impact the for hire industry has on the overall striped bass harvest,
that option C should be adopted for 2024. While there are other factors i believe for hire should be segregated, such
as economic impact, tourism, decades of families livelihood, they are all irrelevant based on just the simple math. I
am a firm believer in conservation and my love for this specific species runs deep, beyond me making a living
partially targeting Striped Bass. I can assure you mortality rate on my boat is also a negligible % compared to the
recreational Surfcaster that bang fish over rocks, drag them through sand and worst of all use lures with 3 treble
hooks that rip the mouth gullet and gills.  We police the harvest. We control the harvest based on the rules. We have
educated crew that revive and release with little to no harm. We contribute to data collection. We are different and
should be segregated from recreational.

Thank you
Anthony D’Arrigo
Ebb Tide Fishing.
5162979987
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:adarrigo@mac.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Sam Herzig
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II Commentary
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 5:09:52 PM

To the Advisors and Board members of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission:

My name is Sam Herzig. I am an avid recreational angler, currently living in New York. I
have been fishing for Striped Bass since I was four years old, living on Long Island. I have
caught and released bass from Long Island Sound all the way to the Damariscotta River in
Maine and everywhere in between. I fish both on fly and spin, often supporting small tyers and
artisanal flies and lures to target these amazing fish. Fishing for Striped Bass is a passion of
mine that I expect to be able to pass down to my kids and others in the future. Without
protection this will not be possible in the Stripers current situation. Protecting striped bass
stocks, safeguarding the recreational angling industry that relies on these fish, and ensuring
that future generations of anglers can enjoy our coastal fishery are paramount. With this said, I
wish to support the following options in the current Addendum II draft: 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options, I support: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons
(all modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options, I support: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all
CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options, I support: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to
both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment, I support: Option B—Board Action. 

I cannot emphasise the need for proactive management enough. The success of the Striped
Bass fishing industry over the last two decades has stood on the shoulders of past anglers who
saw the need for management in the 70's and 80's. Those anglers made sacrifices to their needs
at the time and prioritized the fishery long term. We are in a similar situation. We can
prioritize the future, or we can continue to drag our feet, see a crash and then moratorium in
five years. It's up to us to manage now.

Thank you for providing the opportunity to comment on Addendum II.

Sam Herzig

12/20/2023

New York, NY

mailto:samherzig91@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Chuck Shenberger
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 5:20:59 PM

I support these options for draft addendum II":
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B
 I fish New Jersey and New York. The past 5 years I have seen a significant drop off in striped
bass numbers in both size and quantity. Prime tide windows with tons of bait and a lack of
striped bass during prime times which in the past would make for a great night of fishing.
Something needs to be done here as the fishery is clearly collapsing before our eyes. Every
season it seems to get gradually worse. 

Charles M. Shenberger Plastering Inc.

Personal email- cshenberger3163@gmail.com

Business email- cmsplaster@comcast.net

Office phone- 610 942 7310

Cell phone-  215 839 2643

mailto:cshenberger3163@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:cshenberger3163@gmail.com
mailto:cmsplaster@comcast.net


From: Craig Thatcher
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 5:25:42 PM

To whom it may concern,

I am writing this to show support for the size limit restriction that was implemented for
recreational fishing in Massachusetts last spring. Returning fish over 31 inches in length is a
great way to protect the breeding females in the Striped Bass population. Keeping this in place
to help the population recover is also supported.

The commercial striped bass guidelines in the state of Massachusetts have been mismanaged
for many years. In past years the commercial regulations required the group to keep Striped
Bass from 35 inches and larger. Then the following year the requirements were for Striped
Bass 34 inches and larger. 
Male Striped Bass very seldom grow to 34 inches in length. This means the commercial
striped bass regulations "required" the commercial fishing group to take only female Striped
Bass. This has had to have a detrimental effect on the overall population. Requiring the
commercial group to only take the larger females from the population has been a
mismanagement by the State.  

This year the commercial fishing group had to keep striped bass from 31 inches and larger.
This would have been the first year that allowed the commercial group to keep some male
striped bass in their catch, but again allowed for the removal of the larger egg-laying female
striped bass.

I would support the slot for both recreational and commercial group. I think the slot is a good
thing. Having it implemented for both the recreational and commercial groups is the best way
to manage the striped bass species to help increase the population in the future. If the
population increases in the future I would support increasing the upper catch limit size for the
commercial group.

I have a hard time understanding why an "emergency" slot was created for the recreational
group when the fish they return to the water to help the population recover was then able to be
removed by the commercial group. All the commercial take of Striped Bass again this year of
fish from 34+ inches would have been egg laying female Striped Bass. Removing these fish
has had a detrimental effect in the past and will continue to have a detrimental effect on the
population in the future. 

Respectfully,

Craig Thatcher
Eastham, MA

mailto:rthatchernps@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Riccardo Buzzanga
To: Comments
Cc: Dan Mckiernan; Raymond Kane; tom.oshea@mass.gov; RUSS DUNN; Michael Pentony
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 5:36:21 PM

I am very much opposed to any reduction of quota or fishing days. I further urge you to
reinstate our ability to harvest commercial fish on open days when engaged in a For -Hire
Trip.

I have participated in the Striped Bass Fishery for over 30 years and the past 5 years the
management of our resource has been terribly miss managed. Both recreationally and
commercially.

The recreational change with a moronic slot size has increased fish mortality exponentially.
The reduction in Quota in the commercial fishery because of your mistakes and bad science is
unacceptable.

There should be both additional quota and additional fishing days. Nothing less

Sincerely
Riccardo Buzzanga
F/V Trinacria

mailto:trinacriafishing@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:dan.mckiernan@state.ma.us
mailto:ray@capecodfishermen.org
mailto:tom.oshea@mass.gov
mailto:russell.dunn@noaa.gov
mailto:michael.pentony@noaa.gov


From: Eric Files
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stripe bass
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 5:42:36 PM

The Slot limit was awful spent all day catching but nothing to bring home to eat worst I seen tons of fish you can’t
keep. Just put a 1 fish limit no slot
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:ericfiles07@aol.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Jay Ponte
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Fwd: Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 5:59:38 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Jay Ponte <jayponte650@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Dec 20, 2023 at 5:57 PM
Subject: Striped Bass Addendum II
To: <omments@asmfc.org>, <ray@capecodfishermen.org>, <tom.oshea@mass.gov>,
<russell.dunn@noaa.gov>, <michael.pentony@noaa.gov>, <dan.mckiernan@state.ma.us>

As a commercial Striped bass fisherman I urge the council to
Vote for Option A Status Quo for section 3.2.1 commercial quota reduction options.
The Massachusetts commercial quota alone will suffer close to 100,000 pound cut with only
a 1.6% improvement over the recreational sectors proposed reduction.
That's a big hit to the local rod & reel fishermen who depend on this fishery. Another hard
financial hit to each individual permit holder.
We are already fishing at an 18% reduction from amendment 7, another cut is not
necessary.
Respectfully,
Capt Jay Ponte
Commercial Striped Bass fisherman
Boston Ma

mailto:jayponte650@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:jayponte650@gmail.com
mailto:omments@asmfc.org
mailto:ray@capecodfishermen.org
mailto:tom.oshea@mass.gov
mailto:russell.dunn@noaa.gov
mailto:michael.pentony@noaa.gov
mailto:dan.mckiernan@state.ma.us


From: Howard Smith
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Changes
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 6:17:56 PM

I support option B.    It’s such an important
Species.    If we don’t help them now
What will be left for our kids ? Thanks for the
Consideration.  Howard Smith. Ct. Resident.
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:hdsjy5@cox.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Adrienne O"Donnell Lefeber
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II Commentary
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 6:22:57 PM

To the Advisors and Board members of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission:

My name is Adrienne O'Donnell. I am a resident of Massachusetts. I am
passionate about the ocean and healthy ecosystems. I am an avid angler that loves
Striped Bass. With this said, I wish to support the following options in the current
Addendum II draft: 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options, I support: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with
2022 seasons (all modes). 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options, I
support: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY jurisdictions with the
same 2022 seasons.  3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options, I
support: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and Chesapeake
Bay Quotas. 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment, I support: Option B—Board
Action. 

I cannot emphasise the need for proactive management enough. Striped Bass
stocks are incredibly low and they need active management in order to get back
on track. This past year in particular I noticed a decline in small fish, which is
incredibly disappointing and speaks to the declining young population. Without
these fish, coastal communities and economies will be greatly impacted. I am
particularly passionate about bringing more women anglers out into the ocean,
and the way the stocks are now I don't know what the future of that will look like.
Please, support the management of this incredible population so generations to
come can share in it's beauty.

Thank you for providing the opportunity to comment on Addendum II.

Adrienne O'Donnell

12/20/2023

mailto:aodon15@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Baratta, Anthony
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass regulations
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 6:35:28 PM

I strongly support the ASA options.

I live on the Bay and have seen the marked decline in all game fish.  If there's anything that
can be done to limit menhaden fishing as well as limiting commercial stripper taking that
would be an improvement.

Tony Baratta
377 Deer Dr 
Lusby, MD

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device
Get Outlook for Android

mailto:ab2@psu.edu
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
https://aka.ms/AAb9ysg


From: Victor Gano
To: Emilie Franke; Comments
Subject: [External] Public Comment Striped Bass Draft Management Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 6:49:17 PM

Good evening, I hope you are well, I am very frustrated with striped bass
management in New Jersey. Too many phd people who don’t even fish are making
striped bass management decisions for the masses. Recreational fisherman have no
say in recreational fishing regulations. Recreational fisherman should have a say.
There are too many regulations and I barely get to take home fresh fish, because the
fishing is horrible most days. Also, Beach replenishment has destroyed striped bass
habitat year after year along our New Jersey coast. Why are we not protecting striped
bass habitat? Victor Gano 540 Barr Avenue Linwood, New Jersey 08221 Phone: 609-
602-2897.

mailto:vgano@comcast.net
mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: John Ramirez
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum ll
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 7:19:41 PM

Hello,

I am a recreation fisherman.
Looking at the numbers the millions on the quota. If we don't shut down commercial striped
bass fishing, you will have nothing to manage .pay the fishermen . please do something.

If we don't make drastic changes you will have nothing to manage

Sincerely, John Ramirez

mailto:johnramirez31@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: steven foceri
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Management
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 7:40:12 PM

Hello,

Please continue to maintain the 28"-31" slot limits for all ocean fishery.  
Please reduce the commercial fishery harvest and PLEASE no separate regulations
for guides and charter services.  The fishery is in trouble, please hear our voices.

We need these rules to be enforced.  Illegal fishing is killing the recreational angling
across the country.

-SF

mailto:steven.foceri@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: LINDA MARTEL
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stripped bass regs
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 7:40:56 PM

I think all commercial stripped bass fishing should be halt
ed in all states.

mailto:jolinbasschasers@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Hessinger
To: Comments
Subject: [External] 2024 Striped Bass proposal
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 7:42:12 PM

I urge you to recommend proposal B to be enacted for the 2024 Striped Bass regulations
Barry Hessinger
President Sandy Hook Bay Anglers

mailto:hessingerb@rcn.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Kevin Handley
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Commercial Striped Bass Addendum 2
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 7:49:46 PM

As a commercial Striped bass fisherman I urge the council to 
Vote for Option A Status Quo for section 3.2.1 commercial quota reduction options.
The Massachusetts commercial quota alone will suffer close to 100,000 pound cut with
only a 1.6% improvement over the recreational sectors proposed reduction.
That's a big hit to the local rod & reel fishermen who depend on this fishery. Another
hard financial hit to each individual permit holder.
We are already fishing at an 18% reduction from amendment 7, another cut is not
necessary. 

I recommend the ASMFC and the Massachusetts DMF Take a position in support of its
small local commercial rod & reel fishermen on Addendum 2, section 3.2.1 Option A.
Status Quo. (no reduction to the commercial quota) 

The proposed 14.5% reduction equates to almost 100,000 pounds of fish. That alone
equates to over $500,000 at today’s average wholesale prices, and close to 2.5 Million
dollars retail. 

Massachusetts has about 650 “active” (1000+ pound) permit holders. That would be
almost a $4,000 direct out of pocket hit to each one of those individual permit holders. 

Furthermore a status quo vote would only equate to a 1.6% difference on the recreational
sector, on what could very well be hypothetical numbers to begin with. (MRIP surveys). 

The commercial sector is already fishing at an 18% reduction from amendment 7,
another 14.5% decrease to the quota is not justifiable now simply because the
recreational sector’s catch numbers are up by 88%. 

The commercial striped bass fishery is and has been very well managed with each and
every pound being accounted for on multiple levels. WE urge you to let that continue. 

I ask that the ASMFC and the Massachusetts DMF support our local fishermen with a
vote of status quo, No reduction. 

Respectfully, 

-Kevin Handley 

mailto:kshanley12@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: rick D
To: Comments
Cc: Dan Mckiernan; Raymond Kane; tom.oshea@mass.gov; RUSS DUNN; Michael Pentony
Subject: [External] Subject line: Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 7:59:14 PM

To whom it may concern,

As a commercial Striped bass fisherman I urge the council to Vote for Option A Status
Quo for section 3.2.1 commercial quota reduction options.

The Massachusetts commercial quota alone will suffer close to 100,000 pound cut
with only a 1.6% improvement over the recreational sectors proposed reduction.

That's a big hit to the local rod & reel fishermen who depend on this fishery. Another
hard financial hit to each individual permit holder.

We are already fishing at an 18% reduction from amendment 7, another cut is not
necessary.
Respectfully,

Rick Delacono
Commercial Striped Bass Fisherman
Groveland, Ma
 

 

mailto:rickyfish_99@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:dan.mckiernan@state.ma.us
mailto:ray@capecodfishermen.org
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From: rob oettinger
To: Comments
Subject: [External]
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 8:00:07 PM

To whom it may concern our striped bass population is dwindling. It's not the average surf
caster causing the loss of numbers. It's the commercial aspect. Hundreds of thousands of
pounds a year are harvested commercially. It takes years for these fish to reach adult mature 
sizes and the gill net boats are simply harvesting these fish by the thousands....far quicker than
they can grow and the species can replenish it's self. This fish is being over harvested. It needs
to be a  protected species. Catch and release only!! And a ban on all commercial fishing. This
beautiful fish species should be made a game fish simply put catch and release!!! So for
decades and centuries to come this species can be enjoyed. Thank you.  Robert Oettinger.

mailto:robotto49@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Pat Miele
To: Comments
Subject: [External]
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 8:28:36 PM

Please maintain the current slot limit and implement the limit on Chesapeake Bay and
completely eliminate commercial fishing until the stocks rebound to a level to support a
sustainable commercial fishery

mailto:patamiele51@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Dianna Beaumont
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass stop fishing for them in spring until after they drop roe for several years.
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 8:32:13 PM

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:drwack@aol.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: frittsnate
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II Commentary
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 8:39:31 PM

To the Advisors and Board members of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission:

My name is Nate. I am an avid recreational angler, currently living in Vermont. I have been
fly fishing for Striped Bass for years now, from Maine to Long Island but primarily on Cape
Cod. Fishing for Striped Bass is a passion of mine that I expect to be able to pass down to my
kids and others in the future. Without protection this will not be possible in the Stripers current
situation. Protecting striped bass stocks, safeguarding the recreational angling industry that
relies on these fish, and ensuring that future generations of anglers can enjy our coastal fishery
are paramount. With this said, I wish to support the following options in the current
Addendum II draft: 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options, I support: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons
(all modes). 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options, I support: Option B1—1 fish at
19-23” across all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.  3.2.1 Commercial Quota
Reduction Options, I support: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and
Chesapeake Bay Quotas. 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment, I support: Option B—Board
Action. 

I cannot emphasise the need for proactive management enough. The success of the Striped
Bass fishing industry over the last two decades has stood on the shoulders of past anglers who
saw the need for management in the 70's and 80's. Those anglers made sacrifices to their needs
at the time and prioritized the fishery long term. We are in a similar situation. We can
prioritize the future, or we can continue to drag our feet, see a crash and then moratorium in
five years. It's up to us to manage now.

Thank you for providing the opportunity to comment on Addendum II.

Nate Fritts
12/20/23
White River Junction, VT

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:frittsnate@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Amr ElShaer
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass draft addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 8:54:29 PM

To the ASFMC,
I am a New Jersey resident and I wish to submit my 
comments to Draft Addendum II. I was hoping 
Addendum II would provide the options of closing all 
striped bass fishing in the spring until April 15 and 
issue a harvest moratorium for all 2024. Since those 
options are not available, I support the following 
options for draft addendum II:
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B
Thank you,
Amr

mailto:amrelshaer@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Zachary Elshaer
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comments to Striped Bass draft addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 9:08:14 PM

To the ASFMC,

As a New Jersey resident I would like to submit my 
comments to Draft Addendum II. Like many of my 
peers we were anticipating Addendum II would 
provide the options of closing all Striped Bass 
fishing in the Spring until April 15 and issue a 
harvest moratorium (commercial and recreational) 
for all 2024. Since those options are not available, I 
support the following options for draft addendum II:

3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

Thank you,
Zachary ElShaer 
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From: Daniel Parma
To: Comments
Cc: Dan Mckiernan; Raymond Kane; RUSS DUNN; Michael Pentony
Subject: [External] comments to the ASMFC for Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 9:17:03 PM

Dear ASMFC,

As a commercial and recreational Striped bass fisherman I urge the council to
Vote for Option A Status Quo for section 3.2.1 commercial quota reduction options.
The Massachusetts commercial quota alone will suffer close to 100,000 pound cut with only a
1.6% improvement over the recreational sectors proposed reduction.
That's a big hit to the local rod & reel fishermen who depend on this fishery. Another hard
financial hit to each individual permit holder.
We are already fishing at an 18% reduction from amendment 7, another cut is not necessary.
Respectfully,

Thank you 

Dan Parma
978-412-6375
Dparma@delucasales.com

mailto:dparma@delucasales.com
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From: Ben Hung
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 9:31:19 PM

To the Board!
Please choose option B it only makes sense to protect striped bass all along the cost.
Thanks
Best Regards
Ben Hung

mailto:benhungl@gmail.com
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From: John Passie
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass draft addendum 2
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 9:31:56 PM

I am in complete support of option C of the striped bass draft addendum II 3.1.1 The current
regulations are putting undue harm on an entire industry. Thankyou Captain John Passie
Charter Boat Windy Montauk ny

mailto:johnpassie@gmail.com
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From: Josh Moody
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II comments
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 9:32:04 PM

To whom it may concern:

I am a private recreational fisherman based out of Port Jefferson, New York. I fish the Long
Island Sound between the months of April and late November, as I have done since 2008. I go
out to fish some 50-60 times per year. In my area, the striped bass population is more
abundant than I have ever seen it. The fish are arriving earlier, staying longer, and many of
them are over 31". I would like to see a return to a 28-35" slot limit. On any given outing, I
release multiple fish between 31 and 43", with nothing in the current 28-31" slot. Moreover, I
find that when releasing stripers in the summer months, the larger fish tend to die anyway.
And this mortality takes place even when they are cleanly hooked in the lip, and
properly/carefully released. A large fish that fights hard in water over 70 degrees simply
doesn't have a good chance of survival. Please consider returning to a 28-35" slot. 

Sincerely,

Josh Moody

-- 
Lead Pastor
Three Village Church
East Setauket, NY
(631) 941-3670

**Please keep in mind that I do not check email on Fridays.

mailto:josh@3vc.org
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From: plizardman@aol.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II comments
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 9:35:54 PM

I am a NY based recreational fisherman concerned with maintaining a
viable striped bass population for our continued enjoyment as a
renewable resource. With this goal in mind, I support the following
options: 

3.1.1:   Option B
3.1.2:   Option B1
3.1.3:   Option B
3.1.4:   Option B
3.2.1:   Option B
3.3:      Option B

I believe that like myself, most recreational fishermen are willing to
forgo a take today for a secure future tomorrow. I hope you will make
decisions that protect this fishery going forward. 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Philip W. Romano
Flushing, Queens

mailto:plizardman@aol.com
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From: Don Nadeau
To: Comments; Raymond Kane; tom.oshea@mass.gov; RUSS DUNN; Michael Pentony; Dan Mckiernan
Subject: [External] Commercial Striped bass quota
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 9:39:18 PM

It is difficult to make a living fishing where so many species such as cod, lobster, Black Sea bass, etc. have
moratoriums on permits and limit entry into their fisheries.  Striped bass, bluefish, tuna, mackerel and clamming are
some of the few limited open fisheries that allow young kids the opportunity to generate enough income to make
fishing for a living a reality.  I also depend on these species to support my family - especially striped bass.

As a commercial Striped bass fisherman I urge the council to Vote for Option A Status Quo for section 3.2.1
commercial quota reduction options.

I know first hand that Ray has been instrumental in adjusting the bluefish quota when needed.  He sees the financial
impact closed seasons have financially on fishing families.   I hope you all consider keeping the status quo for
Commercial striped bass.  The commercial striped bass season is already short and doesn’t need to be limited any
further.  You have done a great job managing the stock and for what I see on the water it is very healthy!

Respectfully,

Don Nadeau

mailto:donald.c.nadeau@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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From: Ted Hardy
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 10:36:44 PM

Our government is already crushing the little business owners. This is bull crap I’ve
fished these waters my whole life and seen many fish species out fished and you pick
and choose which species to protect. If the local guides are making any money you
change the rules. How about cut back on the commercial guys that’s what’s really
happening here. My two fish a year are not hurting the species. 

mailto:trhardy3@yahoo.com
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From: John Connelly
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striper rebuilding program
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 10:45:50 PM

Keep the current regulations, but enforce them.  I am tired of seeing a 6 pack boat at my marina unload 15 stripers. 

What?   Oh, the captain and mate can take 2 also.  Yeah right

Make it so they don’t count in the total.  And FINE THEM!
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:johnaconnelly3@gmail.com
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From: Gary
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 11:04:06 PM

I am in favor of option C of the Striped Bass Addendum II 3.1.1.

Sent from my iPad

mailto:garegillen@gmail.com
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From: Brandon Angell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 11:31:12 PM

As i couldn’t make it to the recent in-person meetings to express my thoughts on addendum II,
I appreciate the opportunity to submit my comments via email.

Concerning ocean recreational options (3.1.1) I support option B-1 with 2022 seasons. I 
strongly support the measures taken to address the overharvesting of fish in 2022, particularly 
with the Emergency Action measure. It is important to continue safeguarding the 2015 year-
class, and maintaining the 28-31" slot limit achieves this goal while providing consistency for 
anglers and stock assessment scientists.

I firmly oppose mode splits, and prefer the Recreational sector (private and charter/for-hire) to 
be managed under unified regulations. These measures, though temporary, are crucial until the 
2024 Striped Bass Stock Assessment Update, which may necessitate further actions for 
successful rebuilding by the 2029 deadline.

Concerning Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options, I support Option B1- 1 fish at 19-23" 
across all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. The Chesapeake Bay region 
urgently needs conservation efforts after five years of poor spawning success. Option B1 
provides consistency across jurisdictions, avoiding mode splits and adding protection for the 
2017- and 2018-year classes.

Concerning Commercial Quota Reduction Options, I support Option B with a 14.5% reduction 
for both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas. However, I share reservations about the 
potential lack of impact in the Chesapeake Bay due to historical underutilization and the need 
for states to take meaningful actions promptly.

I appreciate the distinction between the Ocean and Chesapeake commercial fisheries, 
understanding and supporting commercial fishing in general. I support the proposed reduction 
but acknowledge the need for greater cuts in the future.

Concerning the Stock Assessment, I support Option B - Board Action. Recognizing the 
potential impacts of poor recruitment, quick Board action is necessary for effective 
management. I encourage public involvement and will personally reach out to my respective 
Board Member to share my perspective on the fishery's future.

Thank you for considering my comments. I am committed to the sustainable management of 
the striped bass fishery and look forward to positive outcomes from the ongoing deliberations.

Best regards,
Brandon Angell

mailto:brandon.s.angell@gmail.com
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From: Michael Louie
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2023 11:35:08 PM

To the esteemed Commissioners of the ASMFC,

Once again I am writing to you regarding the management of striped bass. I am a transplanted New Yorker who
fished the waters of Breezy Point and the Rockaways, and from Caumsett rocks to the boulders of Caswells. I am
now navigating the surf fishing spots of Raritan Bay, from the Hook down to Long Beach Island. This is a critical
moment for management, and an important opportunity for the ASMFC to take meaningful (and positive) action.

I am a member of the Brooklyn Urban Anglers Association. Since 2009 we've worked to educate the public on the
value of New York City's waterways and conservation issues regarding menhaden and striped bass. For years we
have submitted letters advocating for responsible management of our fisheries, and for years we've been frustrated
by the pace of the Commission's actions. I am frustrated by the Commission's lack of commitment to their own
management triggers. I am frustrated by the Commission's repeated failures to keep states, like New Jersey and
Maryland, accountable.

I support the following options:

— 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes). I do not support
mode splits.

— 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY jurisdictions with the
same 2022 seasons.

— 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and Chesapeake
Bay Quotas.

— 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action.

Time is running out for striped bass. I expect the ASMFC to fulfill its charter and protect the resource for future
generations, and not sell out for short term gains and settle for status quo to appease two or three unscrupulous states
(my current state being one of those). This is your opportunity to make it right.

Thank you for your time.

Michael Louie
Essex County, New Jersey

mailto:mk.louie@gmail.com
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From: tim johnson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 2:05:49 AM

Striped bass fishery needs a permanent solution ONCE AND FOR ALL. Illegal alien
guatamalans that are flooding our borders do not give a rats ass about slot limits, they cannot
comprehend with their low IQ why it matters. Commercial fisherman are destroying our
breeder sized fish when we should be incentivizing them with lifetime sport charter fishing
licenses, tax cuts and public college education for themselves and kin free of charge for not
harming our striped bass fishery rather than continuing this slaughter. Dismantle the
commercial fishing licenses for striped bass indefinitely past previous license holders from
2022 and before whilst incentivizing them to move towards catch and release charters.

The striped bass fishery will collapse soon if the final solution is not put in place once and for
all. We are sick and tired of these cycles of a decent fishery followed by a near collapse and
are asking you officials to do your jobs and protect the most beloved fish on the entire eastern
seaboard.

mailto:ballalldaysports@gmail.com
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From: Rick Odell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striper rules
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 7:05:14 AM

Please make rules same for charter and recreational. Also size limit in Chesapeake needs to shrink!  But the major
change should be commercial!!!! There should be no commercial fishing period
Thank you
Rick Odell
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:rick@bidspecialists.net
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From: Graham Stephens
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 7:21:27 AM

Dear Sir or Madam,

My name is Graham Stephens, and I am an avid
recreational striped bass angler from Massachusetts.  

In 2023, I primarily fished the greater Boston Harbor
area, both by boat and from shore.  This past season, I
observed a further decline in the already depleted
striped bass fishery.  First, for most of the summer,
Boston harbor lacked smaller, school size bass – in a
noticeable departure to the fishing experience just a
couple of years ago, a day on the flats or in the local
estuary with light tackle might not produce a fish. 
Second, in stark contrast to 2022, there were few slot-
sized bass to be found much of the season.

Finally, there were fewer large bass in the area, and
the large bass that were around could longer be found
in much of Boston harbor - the bunker school bites
that have occurred every past season I can remember
did not ever really materialize in 2023.

There were noticeably fewer boats fishing
recreationally around Boston last year.  And a lot of

mailto:gccstephens@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


boats sitting for sale in local parking lots.  Kids don’t
want to spend a weekend day not catching fish.  I
believe that the health of the recreational striped bass
fishery has a huge economic impact on our region.  

I’d like to thank the ASMFC for their work to date on
striped bass conservation and the current call for
public comment.  From my observations over years of
fishing, I believe that striped bass stocks are in
trouble and facing further decline.  Accordingly, I’d
like to recommend that the Commisson takes
whatever actions are necessary towards achieving a
14.5% (or greater) reduction in striped bass fishing
mortality as soon as possible.  

Thanks,
Graham Stephens 

gccstephens@gmail.com
617-755-4640

mailto:gccstephens@gmail.com


From: Ed Capo
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 7:41:58 AM


To whom it may concern:
Thank you for taking the Atlantic striped bass issue seriously. Please adopt addendum II but it may not be enough.

I live on the coast in Virginia and the local fishing clubs are trying to help.
Most people here think that the depletion of the menhaden stocks are the main culprit to the decline in recruitment.
We are opposing Omega Protein who uses up to 9 or more draggers to strip the Chesapeake Bay of menhaden and
destroys the bottom habitat in the process. The by-catch is beyond your wildest imagination. It’s an uphill battle
against deep pockets.
You can change the size and bag limits and seasons all you want but there will still be nothing for the bass to eat. I
personally did not see one school of bunker breaking the surface this year. Menhaden stocks are the key.
Sincerely, Ed Capobianco, Willis Wharf, Virginia. Ed211c@yahoo.com

mailto:ed211c@yahoo.com
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From: Bill Edwards
To: Comments
Subject: [External] PROPOSED CHANGES TO STRIPED BASS MANAGEMENT
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 7:45:26 AM

I agree with Option B maintains the Emergency Action slot limit which
would provide management stability in 2024.   There should not be a
split mode of private and charter fishing.  Conservation and the rules
need to be applied evenly across all fishermen.

Thank you,
Bill Edwards
231 Crescent Avenue
Jackson, NJ 08527

mailto:bedwards129@gmail.com
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From: Rich Heffernan
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 8:05:07 AM

I support the adoption of Addendum II and the protection of striped bass coastwide.
 
Rich Heffernan
Wakefield, RI
 

mailto:rich.heffernan@cox.net
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From: David Slater
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 8:15:57 AM

To Whom it May Concern,

I am writing today from Massachusetts in support of Draft Addendum II. I feel that it is
important for the striped bass fishery to be properly managed. In this case, the fishery should
be managed for abundance rather than yield. A healthy fishery has both economic and
environmental benefits. It would be a shame to see the fishery continue to decline and the
Northeast miss out on these benefits. I am in support of the following options for draft
addendum II:
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B  

I feel these options give stripers the best opportunity to recover and thrive again. Thank you
for your time and consideration.

David Slater
Concord, MA 

mailto:slatedj@gmail.com
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From: Brent Ache
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 8:19:39 AM

ASMFC,

With regard to updating the Chesapeake Bay Recreational Bay Options, the most important
factor is to adjust catch limits such that all anglers are allowed just one fish.  So, I am not in
support of any of the "C" options, instead I support the "B" options.  Within the "B" options, I
support B1, as it will have the greatest chance of rebuilding the striped bass stock.

Thanks,
Brent Ache

mailto:brentache@gmail.com
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From: Taf Schaefer
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Draft Addendum Comment
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 8:30:16 AM

Hello to the ASGA,

While I am an occasional fly fisher mostly when I'm with my son, Captain Kyle
Schaefer, I primarily come to the industry through my art, having grown up on
Cape Cod and raising my family in the Chesapeake Bay area.  I fully endorse the
measures the ASGA proposes to reduce the pressures on the Striped Bass
population along the seacoast from Maine to the southern most part of their
range allowing the stock levels to rebuild.

I endorse the ASGA’s goal of the document - DRAFT ADDENDUM ll TO
AMENDMENT 7 TO THE INTERSTATE FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR
ATLANTIC STRIPED BASS to reduce fishing mortality by adjusting recreational
measures and commercial quotas in the ocean and Chesapeake Bay regions.

Thanks for your work on the Striped Bass population and ocean fisheries in
general.

Best regards, Taf Schaefer 

34 Front St. PO Box 44
Exeter, NH 03833-8089
603-969-3060
tafschaefer@me.com
taf@tafschaefer.com
www.tafschaefer.com
www.instagram.com/tafschaefer
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From: D M Palmer
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Addendum 2
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 8:49:51 AM

You need to work at rebuilding the stripe bass population.
At least keep the current slot limit but more needs to be done to save the beautiful fish.
Less,commercial, more rules for rec anglers, and tell Maryland and the cheasapeak they are ruining it for everyone

Take control and save these fish!

mailto:dmpalmer@optonline.net
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From: Michael Kennedy
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 8:52:29 AM

I was unable to attend the virtual meeting for my region (New Jersey) but wanted to provide
my input and support for Addendum II 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Option B to reduce
the slot limit to 28-31".

I have been surf fishing New Jersey for 15 years, and catching fish from our local fishery has
given me immense joy and pride. I am proud to say I have always practiced "Catch and
Release". My general impression over the past 5 years is, the amount of people surf fishing
has increased significantly. Additionally, thanks to social media and technology it has become
a lot easier for people to catch fish. I have been saddened and disgusted by how people treat
fish they can not keep. This past fall it seems like "kicking" fish back in the water has become
the norm in my area for reasons I am unsure of. Maybe people have become too lazy pick the
fish up properly and release it safely back in the water. It is truly a sickening sight to see. I
would suggest each state proactively monitor the way people treat fish and educate the general
public on how to safely release fish as another action to help increase fish mortality rates.

I would love nothing more than to have a healthy fishery 10-15 years from now to fish with
my children and future family so they can experience the same joy I get to have. I strongly
support any slot limit changes that will help protect the striped bass fishery.

Michael Kennedy
48 Franklin St.
Somerset, NJ 08873

mailto:michael.kennedy055@gmail.com
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From: Andy
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 9:26:08 AM

Dear ASMFC,

As a supporter of Backcountry Hunters and Anglers and lifelong striped bass angler, I
appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on Draft Addendum II and to advise the
ASMFC on the general priorities and specific options I would like to see included in
Addendum II. 

The Atlantic striped bass stock has been overfished since 2019, and in spite of prior
conservation efforts undertaken by ASFMC it remains clear that additional reductions in
fishing mortality are needed. I believe that all segments of the fishery should participate in its
recovery, and urge the striped bass Board to exclude options that facilitate enhanced harvest
opportunities for certain segments or exempt them entirely from taking reductions. I
wholeheartedly oppose all proposed mode splits.

To maximize the chances that fishing mortality is reduced to target in 2024, and that the
striped bass stock is recovered by 2029, I urge the Board to include the following options in
Addendum II:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options - Option B
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options - Option B1
3.2.1 Commercial Fishery Reduction Options - Option B, with the full 14.5% reduction
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates - Option B

One last thing I 'd like to mention is that while I am no scientist, it seems clear to me that the
Chesapeake Bay fishery is managed wildly differently than every other part of this fishery
across the Atlantic Coast. If anything, I think stricter regulations are required in the
Chesapeake Bay than what is currently proposed as that region is so important for striped bass
growth. I understand the need to limit mortality across the board, but we also need to better
protect the spawning grounds and younger classes of fish. 

Thank you for your consideration,

Andrew Roth
Long Island, NY

mailto:andrewroth.19@gmail.com
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From: Randy Sigler
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II - Commercial Harvest
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 9:28:44 AM

Dear ASMFC,

I am writing to submit comment regarding the commercial quota aspect of Draft Addendum II.

For reference, I have been an active participant in the MA commercial fishery for 20+ years,
and I am currently in the top 1% of all MA striped bass harvesters. I know the fishery and
am deeply vested in the success of the fishery.

MA DMF has a wonderful track record of managing harvest levels in order to maximize
exvessel pricing. As such, reductions in quota/harvest are generally accompanied by increases
in pricing, thereby having negligible impact on total revenue.

A larger concern for my business is the prospect of a collapse in the fishery eliminating any
commercial harvest. As such, my primary desire for management options are those which
offer the highest level of protection for the population.

Based on the above, I am hopeful that the board adopts Option B and implements a 14%
reduction in harvest in order to offer maximum protection/conservation for the stock. I don’t
foresee this negatively effecting my business in the short term, yet will offer the greatest
security for my business in the long term.

Thank you for your consideration, and please feel free to reach out if I can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

Capt. Randy Sigler
1 Peabody Ln
Marblehead, MA, 01945
617-459-1798
randy@striper.com
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From: Aram Berberian
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Fwd: Striped BassDraft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 9:33:15 AM

 Hello All,

The Committee has an enormous responsibility to ensure the survival of a remarkable species
that has thrived in our region for countless years.  This is not a popularity contest.  You cannot
make everyone happy.  The striped bass should be swimming in our waters long after all of us
are gone.   It doesn’t look so great right now.  

We support the following proposed options:

3.1.1.  Option B
3.1.2.  Option B
3.2.1.  Option B
3.3.     Option B

We are recreational anglers in Connecticut.   I have taught my wife and daughter how to fish.  
Both have held All Water fishing licenses in CT for years.  We implore you to act in a manner
that is best for the striped bass, not those who pursue it for their own benefit.  We all lose
without this fish in our waters.

Do the Right Thing!

Respectfully,

Aram Berberian
Theresa Razmakhnin
Caroline Berberian

mailto:aramberberian@gmail.com
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From: Ty Davidson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Chesapeake Bay Recreational Option C2
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 9:34:41 AM

Good morning ASMFC,

I am writing this email to advocate for option C2.  I am 29 years old and have worked on my
father’s charter boat Excalibur, that fishes out of Kent Island, since I could walk.  Right now I
am working full time as a ship captain on a sub-sea construction vessel.  Growing up on my
dad’s boat shaped my future giving me the interest to pursue a career in the maritime industry. 
This is something that I also want for my newborn son.  Limiting the charter industry to one
striped bass per person would have catastrophic repercussions.  We simply cannot survive on
1 fish per client.  As my father is getting closer to retirement, taking over the family business
and keeping our legacy alive has always been a dream of mine, especially since I now have a
son that I want to bring up on the boat like I was.  Limiting our clients to one fish would make
this nearly impossible.  A prime example of why that is so is when the state did sting
operations and caught several charter boats breaking laws they kicked them out of the FACTs
program.  Which meant they could only keep 1 fish for person.  Everyone of these charter
boats that had this happen to them had to pay another licence holder to be on the vessel so
their clients could keep 2 fish per person.  Their clients would simply not come if they could
only keep one fish.  These lawbreakers did deserve this, however I am simply using it as an
example of what would happen if you made the rest of the law abiding charter boats only keep
one fish for client.

If the charter industry goes away it will also have an extremely negative impact on the local
economy.  Almost all of our clients are from out of town and travel a fair distance to come
fishing with us.  These people stay in hotels, eat several meals out, shop locally to provision
for the trip, along with many other examples of bringing money to the local economy.  Several
of them even stay 2 nights and enjoy some other local attractions such as golf courses,
sporting clay ranges, breweries, shops, etc.  All of this is based around a simple fishing trip
that other wise would not have boughten these people to our area to spend money.

Please chose option C2 as it will help the future of my family and the local economy here on
the eastern shore of Maryland.

Thank you for your time,
Capt. Ty Davidson
410-829-9047
Excalibur Charters
Kent Island, MD
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From: Frank Leone
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Hudson River Striped bass management options
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 9:37:26 AM

Any closures in Summer are meaningless, most of the biomass is out of the river June-August. The majority of
fishing takes place March to May!! Tailoring the slot an inch this way or that is redundant and more of the same.
However, the 2015ish 18-28” slot was a Godsend for stripers, no need for minute changes. Your last two options,
opening the season later, are ‘weak’ but are the best of the bunch.
  The March 1 open season in NJ is the biggest problem!!! Breeding Bass get picked off in Raritan bay and Sandy
Hook on their way north to spawn in NY where the season is still closed. Thank you, Frank Leone, Hawthorne, NY

mailto:biuvula@optonline.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Nick Montefusco
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 9:49:29 AM

To whom it may concern,

I am a recreational angler from NJ, who started fishing for striped bass a few years ago.  I’ve been fishing
for (mostly) trout for over 25 years and have been involved in conservation efforts targeted at wild native
brook trout for most of that time.  The following are my comments on draft Addendum II to Amendment 7
to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass.

For the Proposed Management Options presented, I support:

 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options - Option B. 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 seasons (all
modes).  The other options presented will likely not safeguard the 2015 Class to the extent
necessary to provide the best chance of allowing these fish to achieve a successful spawn or
hopefully multiple successful spawns should conditions allow.  Further, any option which grants
for-hire vessels less restrictive regulations as compared to shore-based private anglers is
inherently incompatible with the concept of maintaining fairness in regulations across economic
classes (i.e., people should not be able to pay for the privilege of retaining fish that couldn’t be
retained otherwise), irrespective of the minimal impact on the projected mortality reduction.  It
also opens the possibility of undermining enforcement, since it will not be immediately obvious if
possession of a fish that is 31”-33” constitutes a violation.  This could lead to Conservation
Officers wasting time trying to ascertain legality (e.g., asking for receipts from a for-hire trip),
rather than being able to take immediate action.  More time spent on each possible violation
would result in less time to cover more area, thus reducing overall effectiveness.

 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options – Option B2.  This option provides a
projected % overall reduction which is comparable to that for the Ocean Rec Fishery Option B. 
While Option B1 would project an even greater reduction, as a matter of fairness, I don’t think I
should ask another region to take a bigger reduction than mine.

 

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements – Option B.  If at-sea/shore-side filleting of
striped bass is allowed, there needs to be a mechanism to ensure that anglers aren’t using that
as a means of circumventing the size limits.

 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options – Option B.  The target ~14% reduction in mortality
should be applied equally across both rec and commercial sectors.

 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates – Option B.  Bureaucratic processes should not
prevent a timely response to data indicating that additional action is needed to prevent a collapse
of the fishery.

 

In addition to the management options presented in the draft Addendum, I urge the Council to consider
ways to decrease mortality associated with recreational releases, which isn’t directly addressed by the
options above.  A corresponding decrease of ~ 14% mortality should be the goal. A potential option could
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be to extend or establish closed seasons in bays/rivers/estuaries during periods of higher concentration
(for example, the current closure of Raritan Bay in Jan/Feb can be extended thru March).  I strongly
believe that the principle of fairness should be applied so that the burden of reducing fishing mortality to
preserve the fishery is shared more or less equally across all sources of mortality, including Catch &
Release (which happens to be the segment that applies to my personal angling).

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.  I hope that the Council will give serious
consideration to applying rules fairly across all sectors.  The short term pain in decreasing harvest (and
release mortality) will hopefully ensure that we will experience much less pain in the long term, and that
future generations will be able to enjoy the thrill of catching these magnificent fish.  This will help ensure
that those future generations will be motivated to take on the responsibility of  stewardship of this
resource.

Sincerely,  Nick Montefusco



From: Bryan Begley
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass draft addendum 2
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 9:54:08 AM

To whom it may concern,
       Where to begin, I guess back to the beginning. A tin boat, sand worms, and my Father. We all had that first
moment of catching your first Striped Bass. No matter how big or how small. This love Striper fishing began for me
over 40 years ago. Rolling with the ups and downs of the fishery. Which has brought us to the point that we are at
now. Like the saying goes, “ If we knew then what we know now”. But in the now, we need to do our best to
steward the protection and management of this world class fishery. I see the joy in my kids eyes when we go fishing.
I would like them to share that with their children and so on. Yes, we are all going to make some major sacrifices to
help to re-establish the Striper population to a manageable level for the recreational and commercial needs. There
will be a huge push back on the limits that need to be set, but we need to be strong in our stance to protect this
amazing fish….. With that, I wish you Godspeed and to stand strong on your morals. I will stand with you, you shall
not walk alone.

     Truth and sincerity,  Bryan Begley.
(508)-939-0143
Valleytimberframes@gmail.com
 
Sent from my iPad
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From: Philip Desfosses
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum 2
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 10:04:30 AM

I support option B although , although it is not sufficient.  There has been almost a complete absence of small
striped in the Great Bay NH estuary for the past two years.

The current slot limit targets the last successful spawning year with ruthless efficiency.     It must be protected

In the southern Maine NH area we have had access to numbers of very large striped bass   The handling of these fish
is criminal   There should be a tarpon like measure of not allowing large fish to be removed from the water.

Please enact a moratorium on the taking of any striped bass recreational or commercial.

Sent from my iPad

mailto:bitemephil@icloud.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Dan Brown
To: Comments
Cc: Dan Mckiernan; Jeffrey.Roy@mahouse.gov
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 10:09:34 AM

Good Morning,

My name is Dan Brown and I am a resident of Franklin, Massachusetts. I am writing as a
concerned recreational striped bass angler. I fully support the following positions for
Addendum II to ensure the sustainable management of striped bass:

Ocean Recreational Options: Support for Option B, allowing 1 fish at 28-31 inches with
2022 seasons for all modes.

Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Endorsement of Option B1, permitting 1 fish at
19-23 inches across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions, maintaining the 2022 seasons.

Commercial Quota Reduction: Advocacy for Option B, implementing a 14.5% reduction in
both Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

Response to Stock Assessment: Favoring Option B for Board Action, enabling prompt and
effective management responses.

Thank you for considering these positions, which I believe are crucial for the long-term health
of the striped bass population.

Sincerely,
Dan Brown

Dan Brown
Digital Nerd

Kapitol Photography

508 989 0931

dan@kapitolphotography.com
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From: George Jehn
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 10:09:40 AM

Dear Ms. Franke:

I am writing you concerning the striped bass proposal currently being
put forth by  the Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board.

By way of a brief background, as a now-retired airline captain, editor
and writer for the FISHERMAN magazine, I have fished for striped bass on
Long Island and New England for over fifty years, and have no attachment
whatsoever to any commercial interests. I do believe, however, that the
Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board must seriously consider and take
under advisement the difference between commercial and recreational
striped bass fishing versus party and charter boats, and come up with
different size and number bass limits for the charter and party boat
group. Recreational bass fishermen normally have other jobs and utilize
their own boats, whereas party and charter boat operators have devoted
and invested much time, effort and money into serving a specific group
of striped bass anglers who do not own their own boats. As a result,
this group needs and deserves bass size and number limits that are
substantially greater than those of recreational anglers. I say this
because first and foremost, many party and charter boat fishermen are
hesitant to spend the substantial amount required for a striped bass
trip and only be allowed to bring home one fish between 28 and 31
inches. Furthermore, by your own admission, there was an error made of
approximately 40% in underestimating the amount of available bass, which
seemingly would give you some wiggle room to come up with a plan to
better serve those owners whose sole occupation and livelihood is to run
and/or own a licensed party or charter boat.

I realize that you are attempting to preserve striped bass fishing for
the future, and applaud your efforts, but also believe what I'm,
suggesting can be accomplished in a much more fair and equitable manner
by carving out higher bass keeper numbers, in both size and quantity,
for party and charter boat operators and the fishermen they serve. I say
this because the numbers are minuscule compared to commercial interests
(which needlessly kill many bass) and recreational fishermen.

Thank you for taking this under advisement.

Sincerely yours,

George Jehn

mailto:gjangler@optonline.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Nicholas Fox
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 10:13:46 AM

I'm writing in support of the positions advanced by the American Saltwater Guides
Association (ASGA) in regards to Striped Bass Draft Addendum II. I strongly believe in
protecting our striped bass stock now and in the future. Given that, I support the following:

3.1.1. - Option B
Only one fish from 28-31 should be taken, period. It should not matter how an angler finds
him or herself on the water (recreational or charter). Those with greater means and access to
charters should not be allowed to take more based simply on that privelege. 

3.1.2 - Option B1
Create the same rules for everyone up and down the Chesapeake. Anything else simply does
not make sense. Our waterways are connected - so should be our agencies and state rules. 

3.2.1 - Option B
It is time for the Chesapeake to take a meaningful reduction in harvest, as the Ocean fishery
has. These addendums are only being considered because we have taken too much for too long
from this fishery. It is time to stop that. 

3.3 - Option B

These decisions may not be pleasant but they are important to protect the striped bass and the
ecosystem of the Chesapeake. Thank you. 

Nick Fox
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From: mattsedgwick@yahoo.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 10:17:18 AM

Hi, just wanted to reach out and advocate my voice for the protection of our fishery. I as a
young lifetime fisherman would love to see the people who have the power actually do
something in a positive way. You guys have control over a lot of people’s livelyhood and
hobby’s. Their is a serious problem with the low numbers of spawning fish and you guys don’t
seem to take it seriously since it’s all money driven. Give it a couple more years all the money
that’s made off of that species will cease to exist. Taking that into consideration I really hope
that you guys look at this situation for the longevity of the species. Not like we can stock and
manage striped bass like we do all the other native species money hungry and selfish
fisherman have erased from the earth. This is really an important fishery to me and millions of
others so please. Do the right thing. Thankyou -Matthew 

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

mailto:mattsedgwick@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=nativeplacement&c=Global_Acquisition_YMktg_315_Internal_EmailSignature&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=Global_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100000604&af_sub5=EmailSignature__Static_


From: Jason Dutremble
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comments to Striped Bass Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 10:20:00 AM

Good Morning, 

I had attended (virtually) Maine's public hearing on Amendment 7's draft Addendum II,
however I did not get a chance to comment so I would like to share my comments here via
email. My views, similar to the many others, are in an effort to preserve and regrow this great
fishery so that all future generations can experience a healthy stock of striped bass.  I've spent
many days/nights on the water over the past decade and more recently as a Maine Guide to be
able to share this great fishery with others from near and far.  Although we are seeing signs of
bigger fish taking up the Maine coast in the summers, we have seen a significant drop in
schoolie size fish and the 12-18" fish which used to be so well populated just a few short years
ago.  While it is great to hook into some bigger fish, it's very concerning that the age groups
that follow these appear to be non-existent.  

With that said, I support the following options in draft Addendum II in order to best
preserve and regrow the striped bass fishery -

3.1.1: Option B - (1) fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 seasons (all modes).

3.1.2: Option B1 - (1) fish at 19" to 23" (all jurisdictions/all modes).

3.1.3 - Option B -  For-hire management measures apply only to patrons during a for-hire trip;
captain and crew during a for-hire trip are subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits.

3.1.4 - Option B - No filleting at sea allowed. 

3.2.1 - Option B - The Board will select the specific percent reduction between zero and
14.5% (highly suggest the maximum allowable of 14.5%)

3.3 - Option B - Allow The Board to take immediate Board action to change management
measures if upcoming stock assessment indicates the stock is not projected to rebuild by 2029
by the rebuilding deadline. 

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.  Feel free to reach out to me for further
comment.  Happy holidays.

Jason Dutremble
Recreational Angler/Registered ME Guide
Scarborough, ME 
207-590-2690
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From: Matthew Roach
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 10:20:49 AM

To the commissioners at ASMFC:

As a recreational angler on the Chesapeake Bay, who spends 50-70 days a year pursuing
striped bass on my own boats or with professional fishing guides, I am very concerned
about the state of the fishery.  Per the data shared on the YOY index over the last 5
years, and the SSB levels understood to presently exist, I am in favor of the following
Addendum II options from the ASMFC council:

Ocean Fishery:  Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes).
This will help protect the all too important 2015 year class from over-
harvest. 

Chesapeake Bay Fishery:  Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all Chesapeake
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

Commercial Fishery:  Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and
Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

Commercial fishermen must share in the sacrifice.  No more favorites -
Chesapeake bay commercial captains must see the same reductions in
harvest.

Response to Stock Assessment:  Option B—Board Action. 
The board must review the latest stock data in 2024 and quickly act to
recover this fishery.

I ask you do everything possible to quickly rebuild the stock and fishery for this
important, economically valuable and slow growing fish species.  All fishery user groups
(including commercial fishermen and charter guides) as well as all states should share in
the same level of sacrifice.  We owe it to the fish, our fellow fishermen, and future
generations of fishermen.

Thank you.
Matt Roach
Maryland Resident
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From: John Hawes
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 10:30:19 AM

To Whom it May Concern,

I am a catch-and-release recreational striper fisherman that fishes out of Buzzards Bay, MA. I
am writing to express my concern for the striper population and the regulations being put in
place to protect this great fish. The data on the stiper populations clearly shows a great decline
in spawning numbers of striped bass since the 2015 year class. This data cannot be ignored as
regulations are drafted and put in place. This species must be protected now, before it is too
late and the striper population numbers can no longer be corrected. It is up to all of us to
protect these fish so that our kids and grandkids can enjoy the same striper fishing that we
enjoyed.

I am writing to advocate for making the stiper a game fish and stop harvesting until the
population numbers return to a sustainable number. I fear that this is our last chance to get this
right and correct the population numbers before it is too late. This is our responsibility and we
must make the right decision and protect this fishery.

Regards,

John Hawes

mailto:john.a.hawes@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Ted Upton
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 10:51:44 AM

To Whom it May Concern:

I would like for you to consider the following options for addendum ii of Amendment 7 to the
ASMFC striped bass management plan:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes).

Anglers are harvesting too many striped bass, both commercially and recreationally,  and it
is imperative that we protect the strong 2015 stocks, especially the larger breeding fish.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all
CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and
Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

Again, protecting breeding aged fish, especially in the important Chesapeake Bay, is
imperative to the sustained health of the fishery.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action.

It is important that the board take action after analyzing stock assessments to help
positively impact the fishery.
Thank you for logging my comments. Properly managing these fish for future generations
should always outweigh appeasing any user group.

Regards,

Ted Upton
CEO | North Point Brands
Cheeky Fishing | Wingo Outdoors
North Adams, MA
tupton@northpointbrands.com
O: 413-346-4002 | C: 207.650.0831 
cheekyfishing.com | wingooutdoors.com
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From: matthew witt
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Rock fish
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 11:00:41 AM

Restrict the season to catch and release for the next five years. Once the population comes back, open the season for
what it use to be ten-fifteen years ago. Also stop the netting of rock fish and here is a thought stop the Canadian
boats at the Chesapeake bay bridge tunnel from netting all the bait fish plus what ever is under those fish feeding.
Stop blaming the guy with his son that likes to go catch his one or two fish. You all know the problems FIX IT.
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From: charlie & cathi johnson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Strippers
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 11:07:15 AM

I feel the slot could be raised to 33” for rec and charter boats. Also one trophy fish per week could be added. They
would have to purchase a permits from the state they fish in. Once used they could not take another large bass in that
calendar week. A charter boat could only have a total of 2 large per trip and a rec. boat one per trip. Regardless of
how many people onboard had a permit.  This could help on the release of dead bass. If you’re aware how difficult it
can be to revive large bass. I know you have to rely on sampling but I am in Rhode Island and this year we had more
bass than ever of all sizes.  I have been fishing 65 years

mailto:chas2j2@yahoo.com
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From: John Bunar
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass proposals
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 11:11:34 AM

Dear ASMFC
I am writing to support the 28-33 slot limit for charter boats.   We run approximately 200 charters for bass.   On
occasion , the extra 2 inches on the slot would make a huge difference in customer satisfaction.   That huge
difference in customer satisfaction  comes with a very minimal increase in mortality.   IF mortality was  greatly
different , I would not support the expanded slot.   I believe in your efforts to control mortality and appreciate you
maintaining the health of the fishery

Yours at Anchor

John Bunar

Sent from my iPhone
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From: mikeo10129@aol.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] ADDENDUN 11
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 11:12:38 AM

I SUPPORT THE SLOT LIMIT 28" TO 33" AS IT WAS VERY HARD TO FIND FISH
IN THE 3" SLOT LAST YEAR ,I AM A MATE ON A NUMDER OF CHARTER BOATS
A HAD A LOT OF UNHAPPY CUSTOMERS AS WE WERE UNABLE TO GIVE
THEM FISH TO TAKE HOME. 

ALSO MY YACHT CLUB DOSE NOT LET ME CLEANE FISH AT THE DOCK. I 
ALSO EARN TIPS FOR CLEANING FISH AS WELL THIS IS PART OF MY PAY
FOR MATING .
PEOPLE WILL JUST TAKE WHOLE FISH HOME AT THE END OF THE TRIP AND I
WILL LOSE INCOME IF I CANT PROVIDE THIS SERVICE!

MICHAEL O'ROURKE 
TWO SHORT
MS8574ZC 
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From: James King
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 11:19:55 AM

To whom it may concern:

I strongly urge that the striped bass slot of 28"-31" be kept in place
for all recreational fishing, including private anglers and charter/hire
anglers. I do not support modality splits, as I believe they are
injurious to the stock.

Chesapeake Bay- desperately needs more conservation efforts. Keep the
limit @1 fish (19"-23"). NO MODE SPLITS!

Reduce the quota for commercial fisheries.

  I am 76 years old, and have seen the ups and downs of striped bass,
bluefish, weakfish, winter flounder, and fluke. We are not in a good
position right now with any of those stocks. As an aside, I had the
worst Bluefish year in my memory this year, and winter flounder are only
a memory.

Thank you.

Jim King
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From: crushrun2007@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 11:23:48 AM

FMP Coordinator Emilie Franke:
 
As an older person who has just been able to start enjoying fishing on a more regular
basis I have been impressed with the total quality and quantity of the striped bass
fishery in the northeast versus fisheries in other areas of the country where I have
travelled that have been overfished (e.g. Florida - grouper, snook, and Alaska where
commercial {especially foreign vessels} have decimated certain salmon populations).
 
I would hate to see this fishery destroyed for future generations by overfishing.  My
thoughts on how this can be accomplished are as follows:
 
(1) maintain the 28-31” slot for the ocean fishery
(2) implementing a maximum recreational size in the Chesapeake Bay
(3) complementary reductions in the commercial fishery
(4) no mode splits meaning the same regulations for private and charter fishing boats
 
By keeping or enacting these tight regulations this will assist in maintain healthy
populations for future generations to enjoy.
 
Thank you for your time.
 
Barry Fink
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From: Pat Abate
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 11:24:39 AM

Greetings,
I am a recreational fisherman and have been fishing for striped bass for 65 years. I have been a
commercial striped bass fisherman, tackle shop owner and have witnessed the swings in the stocks
for over six decades. If we are to have a sustainable striped bass fishery we must lower the mortality
of the current and future breeding stock.
I strongly support,
3.1.1 Option B and 3.1.2 Option B1
Sincerely,
Patrick Abate
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
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From: Edward D Bertrand
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass draft addendum II Sec 3.1.1
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 11:27:38 AM

Good morning, 
I'm writing to offer input during the public comment period for the striped bass regulations.  I support
option C as the best course. 

Thank you for the chance to offer my thoughts. 

-Ed Bertrand
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From: greatruncharters
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Proposed Striped bass ammendments
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 11:36:40 AM

To whom it may concern,
As a charter captain in RI, I support the following:

Section 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option C. 1 fish at 28” to 31”
with 2022 seasons for private vessel/shore anglers: 1 fish at 28” to 33” with 2022 seasons for
the for-hire mode.

 

This option balances the need for conservation with the socio-economic needs of the for-hire
fleet. As noted in the document, this option adds only one tenth of one percent to the projected
mortality, virtually leaving the emergency action measures in place.

 

This option would allow for-hire owners a marketable solution to the concerns voiced by our
clients who had difficulty catching fish in the 28–31-inch slot. Although not a huge increase, a
28–33-inch slot could be enough to convince them to return in 2024, under a 28–31-inch slot
many will pass up their trip in 2024.

             

The option is a coast wide option, treating all ocean for-hire vessels the same and avoids one
state having an advantage over a neighboring state.

 

Section 3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification: Support Option A Status Quo. No
requirement in the Interstate FMP for Atlantic Striped Bass regarding how for-hire measures
would apply to individuals during for-hire trips.

 

Either option is workable, I think enforcing option B would be very difficult.

 

Section 3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: Support Option A Status
Quo: No requirement in the Interstate FMP for Atlantic Striped Bass related to at sea/shoreside
filleting.

Support enforcement of existing regulations, and recognize the challenges enforcing slot
limits. This section of the document needs more time to be fully developed with stakeholder
engagement and we are concerned that approving Option B may slow down the
implementation of other sections.

mailto:greatruncharters@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


Thank you

Charles Julian 

Captain, Great Run Charters 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone



From: Paul
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Charter boat striper regulations
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 11:39:53 AM

Carol J Charters and Capt. Paul Johnson support the following
 
Section 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option C. 1 fish at 28” to 31”
with 2022 seasons for private vessel/shore anglers: 1 fish at 28” to 33” with 2022 seasons for
the for-hire mode.
 
Comment:

This option balances the need for conservation with the socio-economic needs of the for-hire
fleet. As noted in the document, this option adds only one tenth of one percent to the projected
mortality, virtually leaving the emergency action measures in place. 
 
This option would allow for-hire owners a marketable solution to the concerns voiced by our
clients who had difficulty catching fish in the 28–31-inch slot. Although not a huge increase, a
28–33-inch slot could be enough to convince them to return in 2024, under a 28–31-inch slot
many will pass up their trip in 2024. 
              
The option is a coast wide option, treating all ocean for-hire vessels the same and avoids one
state having an advantage over a neighboring state. 
 
Section 3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification: Support Option A Status Quo. No
requirement in the Interstate FMP for Atlantic Striped Bass regarding how for-hire measures
would apply to individuals during for-hire trips.
 
Either option is workable, I think enforcing option B would be very difficult. 
 
Section 3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: Support Option A Status
Quo: No requirement in the Interstate FMP for Atlantic Striped Bass related to at sea/shoreside
filleting.

Support enforcement of existing regulations, and recognize the challenges enforcing slot
limits. This section of the document needs more time to be fully developed with stakeholder
engagement and we are concerned that approving Option B may slow down the
implementation of other sections. 
 
 
Sent from my iPad

I appreciate your consideration

Capt.  Paul B Johnson Sr
Carol j Charters
Galilee RI
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From: hunter.priebe8@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 11:50:52 AM

Good morning,

My name is Hunter Priebe and I am a very concerned recreational striped bass angler from Connecticut and also fish
RI and MA regularly. I spend ~75 days on the water every year and have watched the decline of our fishery first
hand over the past several years. While the large bass fishing has been good, there is a clear and obvious lack of
abundance along the New England coast. There is no diversity in size class and the concentrations of fish are
extremely localized (and pressured). My goal, along with the American Saltwater Guides Association, is to continue
to advocate for abundance in our fishery. Although I firmly believe the actions proposed in Addendum II are
unlikely to rebuild the stock by 2029, please see below for my positions on Addendum II.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY jurisdictions with the
same 2022 seasons.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and Chesapeake
Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action.

While not a popular opinion and not an option provided, I believe placing a state wide moratorium on harvesting
striped bass is the best course of action to ensure the species rejuvenation and ultimately the long run growth of the
fishing community. Thank you for your consideration,

Hunter Priebe

mailto:hunter.priebe8@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Michael Lyons
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 11:51:17 AM

To Whom it May Concern,
 
It is clear that Striped Bass face huge challenges. Please do the right thing and do not allow the
commercial industry to take advantage of the rules. We MUST reduce harvest and protect the very
few breeder fish that will allow us all to enjoy these fish for years to come. The population of fish is
worth substantially more to the US economy and the American people than to a smaller number of
commercial interests.
 
I support the following:
 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes)
 
It would be outrageous to apply a different set of rules to the charter industry and the recreational
industry. The charters take out recreational anglers that have money to hire boats. They are the
SAME anglers that are “recreational”.
 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.
 
With YEARS of poor recruitment, the Bay should do all in its power to ensure the few young fish that
survive are kept alive and able to breed one day.
 
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean
and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.
 
The fish are spawning in January and February. If you continue to allow a robust commercial harvest
in the winter, there will be no more breeders! This won’t be easy but it is necessary.
 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action.
 
Thank you all for your time. These options are not easy but they are necessary. There won’t be a
commercial or charter industry in a few years if these changes aren’t made. It is just a matter of
time.
 
Respectfully,
 
Michael Lyons
Director of Digital Sales
The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc.
Email:  mlyons@rowman.com
 

mailto:MLyons@rowman.com
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From: Mike Wissel
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comments on DRAFT ADDENDUM II TO AMENDMENT 7
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 11:53:24 AM

Dear Commissioners,  
My name is Michael Wissel and I am a recreational angler, a customer of commercial fishing and a client of charter
boats and guides.  I live in Maryland but fish for striped bass all up and down the east coast.  I’m also a father of
three children who enjoy getting out on the bay and bringing a fish home for the table.  From each of these
perspectives, the decline of the striped bass population and the recruitment failure of the past many years is deeply
troubling. But this isn’t about the who, what, why and when of the decline, it’s about what meaningful actions are
going to be taken. The stock isn’t where it was right before the last moratorium, but the window of opportunity to
take remedial actions is closing.

As a recreational angler I am willing to do my fair share to ensure the sustainability of this resource.  But this is a
shared resource and with that comes shared responsibility.  It troubles me that in the State of Maryland it’s currently
being managed through sector separation and based upon data widely recognized as insufficient in managing harvest
and discard estimates. Maryland’s recreational anglers have shouldered a disproportionate burden of responsibility
through sector specific bag limits and seasonal closures, even for catch & release.  It’s my hope that the upcoming
actions do not take this same approach and that Maryland DNR employs resources to better understand the impacts
that water quality, air and water temperatures and fishing gear have on discard mortality.  

For these reasons I support actions to reduce fishing mortality across all user groups in 2024, and for the board to
remain focused on rebuilding the coast wide population to target biomass levels. These include:

Recreational Coast: Option B – Status Quo 28-31” for all fisheries. (14.1%)
Recreational Bay: Option B1 19-23”(22.4% reduction)  or  B2 – 19-24” (15.9%
reduction).
Commercial: 14.5% reduction in quota
Board Response:   B. Board Action. 
Implementation dates:  ASAP.

A well-respected member of our community once said that if we “put the fish first” all stakeholders will benefit in
the long run.  I urge that you act with that in mind and I thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Michael Wissel

Westminster, MD

mailto:mwissel25@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Josh Givelber
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 12:04:19 PM

Dear ASFMC committee members,

I am a NJ based angler, who primarily fishes from the shore.  I fish mostly for striped bass in NJ
but take an annual trip up to New England to target the fish during the summer months. 
While the fishing has been decent the past couple of years, it seems like it was mostly driven
by the maturing of 2015 fish class which was the last good spawning year.   I think it is
imperative to protect these fish as they move out of the slot and think that keeping the slot at
the 2023 emergency action levels (28''- 31'') established this past summer.  I find it very
troubling that achieving the SSB sustainability target by 2029 has fallen so low.

Therefore, I support the following options for the Drat Addendum II:
      3.1.1 Option B
      3.1.2 Option B1
      3.1.3 Option B
      3.1.4 Option B
      3.2.1 Option B  
      3.3   Option B

I can appreciate the impact that tighter limits may have on charter and head boats, but I think
that everyone would be better served with the more conservative limits as it has the best
chance of giving us a healthy fishing stock in the future.

Thanks for allowing me to comment.

Joshua Givelber
Westfield, NJ   

mailto:jmgivelber@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Doug Klimavich
To: Comments
Subject: [External] 2024 Striper Regulations
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 12:06:57 PM

I strongly support an option for a 28-33 inch slot limit for the "for Hire" vessels. It's getting
harder and harder to present potential clients with a reason to hire a fishing charter on Cape
Cod. 

Fishing Charters bring a lot of revenue into the communities and having a difference in sizes
from recreational fishermen gives us something extra to offer.

Tight Lines and Smooth Seas

Capt. Doug Klimavich
St. Pete Sport Fishing
West Dennis, MA 02670
508-284-8511

mailto:Doug@stpetesportfishing.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
http://stpetesportfishing.com/


From: Robert Malouin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 12:08:00 PM

Good morning!

 I’m emailing today in support of Option B in section 3.1.1.

I know the party and charter boats want us to support option C, but I disagree. I would really like to see the laws
change so that captain and mates cannot keep stripers during charters. I.E if I’m out with my six pack and a mate, I
don’t need to keep 8 fish. All I need is a fish per customer.

Tight lines,
Capt. Robert Malouin

mailto:robertmalouinjr@icloud.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Jacobsen, Eric D.,MD
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft amendment II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 12:10:32 PM

I am writing to support continuation of the current 28-31” slot limit. This should apply to for-hire and recreational
anglers. Where I fish in MA, most “commercial” striped bass fisherman have other jobs that are in no way related to
commercial fishing and are using commercial fishing for striped bass to fund an at-times expensive hobby.
Continuing to target large breeding females via a commercial fishery makes no sense and further limitations should
be placed on the commercial fishery (I.e., further catch reductions). Best, Eric Jacobsen
The information transmitted in this electronic communication is intended only for the person or entity to whom it is
addressed. It may also contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any use of the information transmitted by
persons or entities other than the intended recipient is strictly prohibited. If this email was sent to you in error and
includes sensitive Dana-Farber information (for example, patient information, Social Security Numbers, credit card
information), please communicate this to Dana-Farber’s Compliance Hotline at www.compliancereport.org
<http://www.compliancereport.org>. If the information transmitted does not contain such sensitive information,
please contact the sender and properly dispose of the email.

mailto:eric_jacobsen@dfci.harvard.edu
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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From: Carl Forsberg
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 12:17:13 PM

To Whom it may concern,

My name is Carl forsberg and I represent the Viking Fleet in Montauk, NY. We are a 4 generation family owned
and operated business consisting of 6 USCG certified Party and charter boats.
We support option C. The Party/charter boats have been separate from the private angler in the past here in the state
of NY and it only makes sense to do so again to help mitigate the economic losses that we have occurred this year
with the draconian slot size limit of 28-31 inches…while also finding that balance necessary to help support the
stock of the Striped Bass and their recovery.

Thank you,

Carl B. Forsberg

mailto:reeltimemtk@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Aj Coots
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 12:23:51 PM

Hi Emilie,
 
Red Top Sporting Goods in Buzzards Bay Mass checking in about the proposed changes
to the Striped Bass Management. We fully support the recommended changes drafted by
Mike Waine as noted in the ASA Guide to Draft Addendum II for Atlantic Striped Bass.
 
These changes are:
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B
3.2.1 Option B
3.3 Option A
 
Thanks,
 
Aj

mailto:aj@redtopinc.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: JDMillerFish
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 12:34:54 PM

I am in full support of draft addendum II. We need to do everything possible to correct the
issues facing our striped bass population as quickly as possible. 

Thank you,

JD Miller

mailto:jdmiller05@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Paul Lynch
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass regulations and fillet at sea
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 12:35:54 PM

To whom may this concern,

My name is Paul Lynch. In 2023 I received my Merchant Mariner Credential and started a
fishing charter business with my father who is also a Captain.  The name of the Company is
City Hawk Charters located out of Salem MA. We strongly agree with the new regulations to
make the limit for recreational striped bass fishing 28”-33”. This will help out a lot of charter
businesses and will make clients happy to give them a better chance in taking home a striped
bass for consumption. Filleting at sea is a huge part of running a successful charter boat
business. A lot of times we run two trips a day. Especially when we go offshore for ground
fish. Bringing out 6 people and getting the bag limit of haddock and other species in the mix is
a lot cleaning to do. Not being able to fillet at sea means spending all that time at the dock
while the customers just sit on the boat watching us clean their fish. By the point they are very
tired and want to go home, shower and go enjoy the rest of the day.   

Sincerely,

Captain Paul Lynch

City Hawk Charters, LLC
 
Salem MA

mailto:paullynch10@hotmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Solstice
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 1:07:24 PM

Dear commissioners and commission staff,

From the voice of a guide and lifelong angler from Cape Cod, I am in support of the
most extreme measures possible to help rebuild the Striped Bass population.
Although a recreational and commercial harvest moratorium is not on the table this
time, it's obvious we will end up there. The striped bass population is struggling
and any way we can get the population back on track should be prioritized. Lastly,
working on proper data collection is vitally important to ensure our assessments are
useful. Please hear our voice and take appropriate action. 

Below are the options that I support in Bold for Addendum II. 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: Option B

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: Option B1

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are
selected): Option B

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: Option B
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:  Option B
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B

As an angler, guide and owner of a business that depends on the health of the
Striped Bass population these options I support are a step in the right direction but
not extreme enough for the current circumstances. There is a population failure right
in front of us and we have the ability to get ahead of it and protect these fish.

I encourage anyone to reach out to help gather any comment or information that may
be useful in protecting Striped Bass.

Sincerely,
Kevin LaCroix
508-367-8871
https://solsticeflyfishing.com/
4 Leslie Lane, Yarmouthport, MA 02675

mailto:solsticeflyfishing@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
https://solsticeflyfishing.com/


From: Shawn Kimbro
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 1:10:53 PM

I am writing in support of the following. I admit that I am jaded because of the ASMFC's
disregard for public opinion in the past, but I work in the recreational fishing industry, and I
have worked in the commercial fishing industry in the past and I have a deep vested interest. I
hope the commission will do the right thing and take the maximum available conservation
action, both in Maryland and coast wide.

Recreational Coast: Option B – Status Quo 28-31” for all fisheries.
(14.1%)
Recreational Bay: Option B1 19-23”(22.4% reduction) 
Commercial: 14.5% reduction in quota
Board Response:   B. Board Action. 
Implementation dates:  ASAP.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment,
Shawn Kimbro

Shawn Kimbro, RST, RPSGT
The George Washington University 
2021 K Street NW, Suite 104
Washington, DC   20006
(202) 741-2232  

Confidentiality Note: This e-mail is intended only for the person or entity
to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential, or otherwise protected from disclosure. Dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this e-mail or the information herein by anyone
other than the intended recipient, or an employee or agent responsible for
delivering the message to the intended recipient, is prohibited. If you have
received this e-mail in error, please destroy the original message and all
copies.

mailto:skimbro@mfa.gwu.edu
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Jon Coen
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Management
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 1:24:32 PM

I am in favor of the changes to striped bass management by the Atlanta States Marine Fisheries Commission.
Recreational striped bass fishing is very important to my family and crucial to our economy.

Perhaps the slot size can be revisited after this year.

Thanks,
Jon Coen

mailto:joncoen@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Ed Walsh
To: Comments
Subject: [External] "Striped Bass Draft Addendum II"
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 1:26:43 PM

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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From: John Sanchez
To: Comments
Cc: JEFF KAELIN; Adam S. Nowalsky; VIN GOPAL; Joe Cimino; ANITA A KULIK; DAVID M. DELLOSO; KRISTOPHER M

KUHN; LOREN W.LUSTIG
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 1:27:20 PM

John C. Sanchez
221 West Euclid Ave.
Haddonfield, NJ 08033
john.sanchez@comcast.net
609.992.0906
 
December 21, 2023
 
Emilie Franke
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, VA 22201

Dear Ms. Franke,
 
I appreciate the opportunity to share my public comment on the Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 of
the Atlantic Striped Bass Interstate Fishery Management Plan.
 
As a lifelong surfcaster and sportsman, I am deeply concerned about the adequacy and responsibility of
the options presented in Addendum II. It is troubling to observe that some of these options fall short of
the recommended 14.5% reduction, as indicated by the technical committee, leaving only a 50%
probability of the stock being rebuilt by the 2029 deadline. Despite clear signals of a decline in Atlantic
Striped Bass stocks since 2013, the Board's response has been slow and weak.
 
Rather than taking proactive measures, the Board has deferred critical decisions, leading to the current
urgent need for emergency action. I question the Board's commitment to fulfilling its mandate to protect
Striped Bass. The behavior of the Board reflects a conflict of interest that prioritizes the interests of
commercial and for-hire fishermen over the health of the stocks. Over a 10-year period, we have
witnessed the tragedy of the commons play out.
 
Specifically, my responses to the proposed options are as follows:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Management:
 

Ocean Recreational Options Overall
Reduction

Harvest
Change

Rec. Release
Mortality Change

Option B.
 
1 fish at 28” – 31” with 2022 seasons (all
modes).

-14.1% -49.9% +2.0%

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Rec. Fishery Options:
 

Option Min.
Size

Max
Size

Limit Season Overall
Reduction

Harvest
Change

Mortality
Change

Option B. Consistent limits for entire Chesapeake Bay

mailto:John@mustangexpediting.com
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Option B1 19” 23” 1 fish 2022 -22.4% -38.4% +6.7%
 
 
3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if Option C mode split option selected)
 

Option Will Captain & Crew count as For Hire anglers (allowing additional harvest)
Option B No - Captain and crew subject to 1 fish limit allowed for P/S

 
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance – should the board establish minimum requirements
 
Option Shall management plan establishes minimum requirements to retain racks in

states where at-sea / shore filleting is allowed.
Option B Yes – establishes minimum requirements

 
 
3.2 Commercial Fishery Management:
 

Option Proposed Options for Commercial Fishery Management  2022 limits
Option B 14% reduction from 2022 quotas

 
 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates: If future assessments indicate Striped Bass stock is not
projected to rebuild by 2029 with a probability greater than 50%
 

Option Description
Option A. Status quo – Board initiates and develops addendum

 
Despite the urgency to act promptly, I cannot support Option B in 3.3 due to a history of inaction, the
perception of a conflict of interest, and a lack of transparency. The existing approach has already shown a
noticeable 50% chance of failure, coupled with a track record of shortcomings. If the Board were
genuinely committed to acting in good faith, it should be putting forth more substantial measures without
delay. Additionally, the Board should provide a clear outline of contingency options that will be
implemented based on the outcomes of forthcoming stock assessments.

I want to emphasize that my response to the request for input should not be seen as an endorsement of the
adequacy of Addendum II. I urge the Board to strive for more effective solutions, placing a higher priority
on the well-being of the species for the benefit of the public. It is essential that future actions align with
the mandate to protect and sustain our natural resources for the benefit of current and future generations.
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to provide my input to the matter of pubic importance.
 
Very Respectfully,
 
John C. Sanchez
Haddonfield, New Jersey

 
MUSTANG EXPEDITING



DRIVEN TO PRECISION ®
 

John C. Sanchez |  President & Chief Executive Officer | Mustang Expediting, Inc.
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signature_206965080

book a meeting with John here
 

mailto:john@mustangexpediting.com
applewebdata://fa5c6198-cb7c-4a2a-b619-b14862304886/www.mustangexpediting.com
https://meetings.hubspot.com/john1053


From: Richard Jensen
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft amendment ll
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 1:29:59 PM

I support option C
Sent from Capt. Rich

mailto:nancyanncharters@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Mark Sherer
To: Comments
Cc: Mark Sherer; Rick Bellavance Jr
Subject: [External] Comments - For Hire Stb ADD II Comments
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 1:31:04 PM

 
Section 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option C. 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022
seasons for private vessel/shore anglers: 1 fish at 28” to 33” with 2022 seasons for the for-hire
mode.
 
This option balances the need for conservation with the socio-economic needs of the for-hire fleet.
As noted in the document, this option adds only one tenth of one percent to the projected mortality,
virtually leaving the emergency action measures in place. 
 
This option would allow for-hire owners a marketable solution to the concerns voiced by our clients
who had difficulty catching fish in the 28–31-inch slot. Although not a huge increase, a 28–33-inch
slot could be enough to convince them to return in 2024, under a 28–31-inch slot many will pass up
their trip in 2024. 
              
The option is a coast wide option, treating all ocean for-hire vessels the same and avoids one state
having an advantage over a neighboring state. 
 
Section 3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification: Support Option A Status Quo. No requirement in
the Interstate FMP for Atlantic Striped Bass regarding how for-hire measures would apply to
individuals during for-hire trips.
 
Either option is workable, I think enforcing option B would be very difficult. 
 
Section 3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: Support Option A Status Quo: No
requirement in the Interstate FMP for Atlantic Striped Bass related to at sea/shoreside filleting.

Support enforcement of existing regulations, and recognize the challenges enforcing slot limits. This
section of the document needs more time to be fully developed with stakeholder engagement and
we are concerned that approving Option B may slow down the implementation of other sections.

Captain Mark Sherer
Gannet Outdoor Adventures
East Greenwich, RI
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From: Monty Hawkins
To: Comments
Subject: [External] On Striped Bass
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 1:34:09 PM

Trust No Data From MRIP.
None.

Capt Monty Hawkins
Mhawkins@morningstarfishing.com
Info@ocreefs.org

mailto:capt.montyhawkins@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Sam Rescigno
To: Comments
Subject: [External] (Striped Bass Addendum II)
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 1:36:08 PM

To Whom it may concern

The owner, operators and crew of the popular New Jersey charter boat, the Mary M IV,
support option C in the Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7of the Interstate Fisheries
 Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass.

Respectfully
Sam Rescigno
Charter Boat Mary M IV
Barnegat Light NJ

mailto:marymfour@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: George Reinhardt
To: Comments
Subject: [External] ASMFC Striped Bass Draft Addendum ll
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 1:39:11 PM

I am in strong support of 
Option C
Thank you

Yahoo Mail: Search, Organize, Conquer
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From: William Barrett
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 1:39:18 PM

Dear ASMFC-

I have been fishing for a long time and would like to continue. I'm very worried about

the stocks and how they are managed. Ten years ago, things were much better. I

think the problem has been relaxing the limits

I support these options for draft addendum II":

3.1.1 Option B

3.1.2 Option B1

3.2.1 Option B

3.1.4 Option B

3.3 Option B

Thank you.

Bill Barrett

Massachusetts

 

mailto:wdb.lmk@gmail.com
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From: John Potter
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 1:42:49 PM

There should be a total shut down of fishing above the I-95 bridge Nov. 1 to April 14 to on the
whole east coast to protect over wintering and spawning bass.  We should have a total no kill
for bass for 3 or more years.  coast

John Potter
246 Neptune Dr.
Groton Ct. 06340
cell:  860-248-9634

mailto:johnpotter82745@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Ryan Collins
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 1:46:52 PM

Dear Emilie and ASMFC,

I personally feel that striped bass, along with many species of fish and animals, are under
tremendous stress right now. Fishing pressure, development, environmental changes,
technology, and many other factors are having an impact on striped bass and other species.

Therefore my recommendation and hope is that the management board makes conservation of
the species, and rebuilding the population, their most important objectives. I am personally
onboard with whatever measures are necessary to achieve a 14.5% reduction (or greater) in
fishing mortality as quickly as possible.

Thank you!

Ryan Collins

Founder & Creator
myfishingcapecod.com

mailto:ryan@myfishingcapecod.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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From: Nickie Wallace
To: Comments
Subject: [External] stripped bass draft addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 1:48:02 PM

I completely support option C!!!
Nickie Bumble

mailto:dippy1215@hotmail.com
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From: Anita Alford
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Strip bass draft addendum 11
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 1:50:37 PM

Support option C
Anita Alford

mailto:acarolinagirl29@icloud.com
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From: John Dupuis
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum 11
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 1:55:40 PM

I John Dupuis Support these options for draft addendum 11
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 option B 1
3.2.1 option B
3.1.4 option B
3.3.  Option B
John Dupuis 399 Central St. E., Bridgewater, MA.      I believe this is the way to increase the Population of the
striped bass in mass
Thank you John Dupuis
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Rick Drew
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Daft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 2:14:46 PM

To the ASMFC Striped Bass Management Board,

I am a recreational angler from the state of New York. I fish for striped bass and other
saltwater species from both private boats and shore in my home state of NY and
neighboring states along the striper coast. The following are my personal preferences for
the options presented in Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery
Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass. Thank you for your consideration.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options
Option B - 1 fish at 28” - 31”. I favor this option because it offers the greatest reduction in
harvest, and is the best option for trying to meet the 2029 rebuilding timeline.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options
Option B2 - 1 fish at 19” - 24”. I favor this option because it provides a significant reduction
in mortality but is equitable as compared to the reductions taken by the ocean fishery under
option B.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-
Specific Limits are selected)
Option B - Captain and crew should be subject to the same regulations as private vessel /
shore anglers.

I am opposed to the options in sections 3.1.1 and 3.1.2 that provide different size limits to
the for-hire fishery. I do not feel that it is an equitable to expect the rest of the recreational
sector to adhere to more restrictive size and/or bag limits than for-hire vessels. All user
groups should share equally in the effort to reduce harvest and rebuild the SSB to target.
The for-hire fishery already harvests a disproportionately high number of striped bass,
when compared to the private recreational fishery. Making it easier for them to harvest
more fish than the private recreational fishery does not benefit the rebuilding effort.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements
Option B - Racks must be retained and skin left on filets in states that allow fileting at sea.
No more than two filets per legal fish.

mailto:rpdrew@hotmail.com
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3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options
Option B - Up to 14.5% reduction of the 2022 commercial quota with 2022 size limits.

I do not feel the 14.5% quota reduction adequately constrains harvest in the Chesapeake Bay
commercial fishery and will provide 0 conservation benefit. In 2022, the bay commercial fleet
harvested a total of 2.39 million pounds of striped bass out of a 3.00 million pound total quota.
Reducing bay quota by 14.5% would result in a total bay quota of 2.57 million pounds, which is
still more than what was harvested in 2022. So, effectively, the bay commercial fleet may in fact
end up harvesting MORE striped bass under the most restrictive measures proposed by
Addendum II than they did in 2022. The fact the bay fleet couldn't fill their quota in 2022 should
serve as a warning to managers that the bay striped bass fishery is in serious trouble, and much
more drastic cuts to the commercial quota and harvest are needed.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates
Option B - Board may respond to stock assessments by Board action. I feel this is
necessary due to the shrinking rebuilding window. The Board needs the ability to expedite
the management process in order to respond quickly to stock assessments that indicate the
rebuilding timeline has less than a 50% of success by the 2029 deadline.

Rick Drew
East Hampton, NY



From: Alex Blouin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 2:21:19 PM

Dear Emilie Franke,
 
I am writing to you on behalf of Far Bank Enterprises (Sage, Redington, RIO, Fly Water Travel) to
express our full support of all measures that will best safeguard the surviving year classes of striped
bass. As manufacturers of premium fly fishing tackle, we, along with our specialty retail network
made up of small local fly shops, rely on this fishery for the long-term health and success of our
businesses. Additionally, the striped bass angling community supports a unique culture that drives
innovation and inspiration around the world. It is critical that we do everything we can to guarantee
successful stock rebuild, and the long-term health of this fishery and culture.
 
Our recommendations are as follows :
 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes).
 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.
 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.
 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action.
 
 
Being located in the Puget Sound area of Washington, we have had a front row seat to the collapse
of our wild steelhead fisheries over the past few decades. Measures to protect these fisheries have
largely come too-little-too-late, and angling opportunities across the region have dwindled to a small
fraction of what they were – with keystone pieces of our culture having all but disappeared. Rivers
and steelhead populations like the famed Skykomish and Stillaguamish that drove Spey fishing
innovation in North America have all but become a thing of the past. The ASMFC still has the
opportunity to prevent this same situation from happening with Atlantic Striped Bass.
 
Thank you for your time and careful consideration.
 
-Alex
 

Far Bank Enterprises A L E X  B L O U I N  / Far Bank Enterprises / Sage Marketing Manager
8500 Northeast Day Road, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110

TEL (206) 842-6608
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From: Rob Moss
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Commercial striped bass / administrative member 45 yrs commercial bass fishing Chatham Ma
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 2:50:33 PM

Sent from my iPhone
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From: pelagic33
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stripe bass draft addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 2:55:19 PM

I support option C

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
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From: Stephen Barone
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 3:00:50 PM

Dear Commissioners and Commission team:

Thank you for considering my comments on the latest proposed changes to the Management
Plan for Striped Bass. I am 36 years old and have been fishing for striped bass in
Massachusetts and Rhode Island for over 30 years. Some of my fondest memories are as a
child fishing recreationally for striped bass with my father in Boston Harbor in our Boston
Whaler. I have two young kids of my own now and I'm afraid they won't get to experience this
fishery like I did as a child. 

While I doubt it will be enough to save this beloved fish, below are the options I support.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: I support Option B

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: I support Option B1

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): I
support Option B

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: I support Option B

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: I support Option B

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: I support Option B

Thank you for your hard work. We need to do everything we can to save this fish.

-- 
Stephen Barone
617-460-5611
stephenbarone2@gmail.com
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From: gslipper7 (null)
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Atlantic Striped Bass
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 3:12:01 PM

Please stop all stripe bass hook and line fishing. I have personally seen people fish all day catching fish after fish
throw their limit in cooler and keep fishing til they get a bigger fish and they throw the fish that is in cooler back and
been dead for an hour. Size limits won’t help. They have blatant disregard for any species of fish. As a commercial
fisherman it is piss poor that we get the blame for so much. When I could never fish commercially for them, I found
so many good fish floating dead from sports fishermen that I could not pick up because I held a commercial license.
Those fish would’ve fed families.

mailto:gslipper7@aol.com
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From: Rich Gardner
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comments on Striped Bass Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 3:19:14 PM

I support the following Options, and provide the following additional comments:

Ocean Rec fishery Option B (1 fish 28" - 31")
Additional Comment 1: I don't support different size/creel limits within the recreational sector
for the For Hire portion.

Chesapeake Bay Rec fishery Option B4.
Additional Comment 2:  Overall Reductions from these B options are significantly
understated. Changing the Charter Boats to 1 fish/day would be a much more significant
reduction in mortality than shown. The charter boats at 2 fish/day, the good ones often running
with 8-14 anglers on board, two trips/day for much of the season, in boats that can fish in any
Bay weather, and the network they have to keep track of fish locations in the Bay mean they
harvest WAY more fish than the non-for hire sector. Going to a B option would have a much
more significant impact than the model currently shows. It would also result in a reduced
number of charter fishing trips targeting striped bass.
Additional Comment 3: I encourage Maryland DNR to follow the PRFC and VMRC lead in
establishing striped bass seasons. In Maryland there are lots of other species to fish for in July-
September. Though not presented as an Option in Draft Addendum II, my preferred approach
to reduce recreational sector striped bass mortality in Chesapeake Bay would be to mimic the
PRFC or VMRC season timings. Being closed when water temps are hottest would also
reduce C&R mortality since release mortality is therefore highest during the hottest water
temps.

For-Hire Management Clarification Option B.

Recreational Filleting Allowance Option A.
Additional Comment 4: This is not a material impact on striped bass mortality and therefore
need not be addressed in Addendum II.

Commercial Quota Reductions Option B.
Additional Comment 5. While not an option in the Addendum, I would support designating
striped bass a gamefish and eliminating commercial harvest of the species. The recreational
economic benefits of a strong striped bass fishery far outweigh the benefits of keeping a
commercial fishery.

Response to Stock Assessment Option A.
Additional Comment 6: The public input period is critically important. The data the board is
relying on is obviously flawed. For example, the release mortality data. Of the 6.8M fish killed
in 2022, 2.7M of them were from recreational release mortality - that's so blatantly wrong it's
laughable! And Maryland's YoY Index may be obsolete with the way striped bass movement
and migration patterns have changed in Chesapeake Bay). Until the data issues can be
improved, I won't support the Board taking action without receiving and considering Public
input.

mailto:rich.gardner.mailer@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Jonathan Foley
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stripe Bass Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 3:20:14 PM

 I, Captain Jonathan Foley, support the following options. 
3.1.1 option C. This option is beneficial for charter boats who may be struggling to find striped bass within
the small 3” slot window for their clients to bring home fish for food. Fish for food is a very important
aspect of the striped bass fishery. It is well within the overall reduction percentages with only a 0.1%
harvest change and 0.0% change to release mortality.

I wholeheartedly agree with opening a larger slot limit for charter boats. Having a larger slot
benefits our clients and helps incentivize repeat customers. I am very adamant about making sure
clients are aware of what they're bringing back and to  not over take. Seeing clients need to split
fillets between a charter of 6 is not fair when they release countless above or below slot limits.

 3.1.4 Option A. status quo This is a solution to a problem that doesn’t exist. Many charter boats are not
able to clean fish at the dock, due to local rules or time constraints (back to back trips). Changing this
allowance is not necessary, and if changed would require additional laws regarding keeping racks, where
boats may have more racks than clients on board and no filets to show for it. (back to back trips) 

I currently run my own operation by myself so filleting on the way in is crucial so I don't have a
dirty boat or dock and am ready for my second trip. 

3.3 option A. Status quo. the public’s input is extremely important in any type or rule making process, this
is viewed as a democratic process. At a time where many fishermen question the science not being
consistent with observations on the water this is more important than ever. The addendum process
assures the public they are involved in the decisions and in my opinion is not that long of a process.

Fully relying on "at sea observers" should not be the only count taken for statistical purposes. It
constricts the actual data and with it gives a false analysis. The more information given is
beneficial for a more accurate idea on how the fishery is doing. Good or bad. 

Captain Jonathan Foley of the "Ave Maria" and "Tunaverse"
Boston FIshing Charters
South Shore Anglers 

mailto:jonathanfoley1992@gmail.com
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From: Christopher Kline
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 3:25:47 PM

To the ASMFC,

I am a recreational angler in Massachusetts, and support the strictest possible measures
necessary to rebuild the stock of striped bass as quickly as possible.

Regarding the Striped Bass Draft Addendum II, my recommendations are as follows:

I would maintain the current  28-31” slot for the ocean fishery
I recommend implementing a maximum recreational size in the Chesapeake Bay
I recommend complementary reductions in the commercial fishery
I do NOT support "mode splits" --  we should have the same regulations for private
angling and charter fishing

Regarding specific items in addendum:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options (all jurisdictions)
I recommend option B: 1 fish at 28-31" with 2022 seasons (all modes)

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options (MD, PRFC, DC and VA)  
I recommend Option B(2): 1 fish at 19-23", 2022 seasons

3.2.1 Commercial Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quota Reduction Options
I recommend Option B and would like to stress that the ASMFC must reduce
ocean and Chesapeake Bay commercial quotas by 14.5% or greater.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates
I recommend Option A: maintaining the addendum process

Thank you for your time, and for taking the concerns of recreational anglers and the decline of
the striped bass population seriously.

Sincerely,
Christopher Kline
Quincy, Massachusetts
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From: Peter
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 3:28:30 PM

Hello,
 
I’m writing in support of the Striped Bass Draft Addendum II. I feel it is critical to do whatever we can
to protect this vital natural resource going forward.
Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
Peter Twombly
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
 

Virus-free.www.avg.com
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From: Andrew shelhorse
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II comments
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 3:30:21 PM


 Dear ASMFC,

My name is Andrew Shelhorse and I am from the state of NY. Striped bass are important to
me because As someone who has fished Long Island beaches for Striped Bass for the
last 20 years I have experienced the Striped Bass decline first hand and fear that
without immediate and drastic changes, the fishery will disappear. I typically fish over
100 trips per season and exclusively practice catch and release. Ten years ago, there
were many days and nights that we caught and released multiple Striped Bass over
30”. Now we are lucky to get a couple of 30” fish for the whole season. l’ve never
objected to those taking legal limit of Striped Bass, but we are in a state of emergency
and must make changes now. I commented on the options I support below but I
personally believe that the changes should be even more aggressive such as
elevating Striped Bass to sport fish status, C&R only, like Tarpon and Bonefish.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B—1-fish at 28 to 31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B1—Apply a standard minimum size
limit, maximum size limit, and bag limit to the Bay jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons. The minimum size shall be 19” and
the bag limit 1 fish. Maximum size limit of 23”.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): Support Option
B—For-hire management measures apply only to patrons during a for-hire trip; captain and crew during a for-hire
trip are subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: Support Option B—For states that authorize at-
sea/shore-side filleting of striped bass, establish minimum requirements, including requirements for: racks to be
retained; skin to be left intact; and possession to be limited to no more than two fillets per legal fish. States should
consider including language about when and where racks may be disposed of, specific to each mode allowed to
fillet at-sea/shore.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Support Option B—The ocean commercial fisheries and/or
Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries will be managed by quotas representing up to a 14.5% reduction from their
2022 quotas with their 2022 size limits. The Board will select the specific percent reduction between zero and
14.5%.s where the commercial season begins earlier, it would be a complete farce if Addendum II reductions are
only applied to the recreational sector.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Support Option B—The Board could respond via Board action where the
Board could change management measures by voting to pass a motion at a Board meeting instead of developing
an addendum or amendment and different from the emergency action process.



Thank you very much for accepting my comments

- Andrew Shelhorse
631-219-2588

mailto:ajshelhorse@gmail.com
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From: Foster Lott
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comment on ASMFC addendum
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 3:30:58 PM

To it may concern,
I’m writing to comment on the Atlantic states Marine fishery commission
addendum to emergency action related to stripe Bass.
I support the addendum,  a follow up to the emergency action striped bass slot
limit of 28-31 inches taken this past spring. The purpose of the addendum is to
establish measures to reduce striped bass fishing mortality by 14.5%.
It is essential for the Marine Fishing commission to enact this amendment to
reduce straight bass, mortality, and improve the fishery for recreational fishing
which is in an enormous source of revenue for multiple
parties in the Atlantic states(guides, Bait And Tackle shops, marine stores,
restaurants, hotels and the states via taxes).

mailto:fostermlott@gmail.com
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From: Brian Corville
To: Comments
Subject: [External]
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 3:31:47 PM

Striped bass :I support the amendment 3.1.1 option c as a long time charter Captain in
falmouth mass as current restrictions on a all too small slot are not good for the character
industry's of Massachusetts. Or anywhere else. Please keep status quo on fileaing at sea for
charters this is better on discarding  racks outside the harbor..and status quo for charter
clarification.  Please take a side to improve  fishing charters. As there has been  a steady but
consistent loss in our fishing quotas to the  dismay of both charter captains and the loss of
those no longer willing to take a for hire fishing boat because of imposed restrictions in size
and quantity  sincerely                   Captain Brian Courville.  15 Madeleine rd  east Falmouth 
Bluefin charters. <((()))><.

mailto:bluefin2bluefin@gmail.com
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From: Andrew Dzenis
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum Comments
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 3:42:09 PM

I support Alternative C. 

The reality is, none of these measures matter if DEC does not enforce problem, consistent
offenders. Busting a recreational or charter fisherman harvesting one bass that is half an inch
too big should not be a priority of the DEC. 

The NYS DEC should be focused on stopping organized poaching schemes and activities in
major problem areas, especially in early season as bass are still spawning: 
- Raritan Bay 
- NY Harbor
- Jamaica Bay
- Breezy Point 

On any given night, you will see people of all different ethnicities harvesting garbage bags full
of striped bass of all sizes. 

Thank you. 

mailto:andrewdzenis13@gmail.com
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From: Richard Booth
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Fwd: Striper comments to ASMFC.org- striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 3:44:05 PM

>
>
> I am writing to support the following options for Draft Addendum II:
>
> 3.1.1 Option B
>
> 3.1.2 Option B1
>
> 3.2.1 Option B
>
> 3.1.4 Option B
>
> 3..3 Option B
>
> I am from New York State, where the NY DEC is attempting to work with share holders that are aware of the
issues we face on the Hudson River.
>
> "I think it is extremely important for the ASMFC Board to work and make decisions that allow the stripers an
opportunity for a fishing FUTURE for all of our children and grandchildren!!  It appears that they continue to kick
the can down the road to make difficult decisions. 
> I hope that they do not repeat the history of the shad of the Hudson River, now we are concerned about stripers for
the future.  I hate to use a historical reference but in this case it appears appropriate.
>
>  “When the situation was manageable it was neglected, and now that it is thoroughly out of hand we apply too late
the remedies which then might have effected a cure.  There is nothing new in the story.  It is as old as the sibylline
books….. Want of foresight,
> unwillingness to act when action would be simple and effective, lack of clear thinking, confusion of counsel until
the emergency comes, until self-preservation strikes its jarring gong-these are the features which constitute the
endless repetition of history”
> Winston Churchill, 1935.
>
> Thank you for opportunity to comment on this issue./ Captain Richard E. Booth, of Reel Happy Fishing Charters,
Cairo, New York 12413.
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From: Gary Morrissette
To: Comments
Cc: stripers@stripersforever.org
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 3:44:11 PM

Dear ASMFC,
 
I fully support the following options to preserve with a transition to healthy increased stocks of
Striped Bass in the future.  My preference would be for Striped Bass to be classified as a Game Fish.
  
 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B—1-fish at 28 to 31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes).
 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B1—Apply a standard minimum size
limit, maximum size limit, and bag limit to the Bay jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons. The minimum size shall be 19” and
the bag limit 1 fish. Maximum size limit of 23”.
 
3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): Support Option
B—For-hire management measures apply only to patrons during a for-hire trip; captain and crew during a for-hire
trip are subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits.
 
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: Support Option B—For states that authorize at-
sea/shore-side filleting of striped bass, establish minimum requirements, including requirements for: racks to be
retained; skin to be left intact; and possession to be limited to no more than two fillets per legal fish. States should
consider including language about when and where racks may be disposed of, specific to each mode allowed to
fillet at-sea/shore.
 
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Support Option B—The ocean commercial fisheries and/or
Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries will be managed by quotas representing up to a 14.5% reduction from their
2022 quotas with their 2022 size limits. The Board will select the specific percent reduction between zero and
14.5%.

1. Status quo is just not an option at this point. As stated, “Status quo has a reduced probability to achieve
the objective of this addendum.” An equitable reduction is harvest gives us the best possible chance at
getting the rebuild back on track. While it is unfortunate that the board will ultimately get to choose the
percent reduction, the bottom line is Option B will reduce commercial harvest beyond the 18% reduction
put in place by Amendment 7. In your comments please suggest that the board select the biggest possible
reduction of 14.5%.

2. We should note that there are several concerning matters surrounding a commercial quota reduction.

1. First off, it is important to understand that the reduction is to the allowable total harvest number, not
to the actual harvest. So, states that do not max out their quota may not see any actual reduction in
mortality. Let’s say a state only harvests 80% of its total allowable quota. In that case a 14.5%
reduction in quota would not save a single fish. For example, in the past we have reported on
Massachusetts struggling to fill its commercial quota. To us its a clear sign that there are just not
enough fish around but the troubling part is that if history repeats itself, than this best case scenario
of a 14.5% reduction could mean no actual change in commercial harvest. As we have always said,
to rebuild this stock we need equitable reductions in mortality. We all need to give something to get
something in return.

2. Secondly, there was much discussion between board members regarding their ability (or inability)
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to getting these new commercial regulations in place for the 2024 season. The main reason
seemed to stem from the timing of this Addendum II process. Public comments would be taken
through December and then final board action would be taken in January. Several board members
said it would be very difficult or flat out impossible for them to change commercial regulations at
that point. It seemed to hinge on the production of the physical tags but in reality it really just
seemed like they were reaching for an excuse to not get the job done. While this mainly pertains to
more southern states where the commercial season begins earlier, it would be a complete farce if
Addendum II reductions are only applied to the recreational sector.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Support Option B—The Board could respond via Board action where the
Board could change management measures by voting to pass a motion at a Board meeting instead of developing
an addendum or amendment and different from the emergency action process.
 
Thank you
 
Gary Morrissette
Ipswich, Massachusetts  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
 

Gary Morrissette
Territory Sales Representative

90 Bay State Road
Wakefield, MA 01880
gmorrissette@wwwilliams.com
o: (781) 246‑1810

PowerProducts Systems

https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986
mailto:gmorrissette@wwwilliams.com
http://www.powerprodsys.com/


From: Katharine Alter
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comment on ASMFC proposal
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 3:45:46 PM

To it may concern,
I fish regularly in the mid Atlantic region and on the waters on/around Cape Cod
I am writing to comment on the Atlantic states Marine fishery commission addendum
to take emergency action related to stripe Bass.
I support the proposed addendum,  a follow up to the emergency action striped
bass slot limit of 28-31 inches taken this past spring. The purpose of the
addendum is to establish measures to reduce striped bass fishing mortality by
14.5%.
It is essential for the Marine Fishing commission to enact this amendment to reduce
straight bass, mortality, and improve the fishery for recreational fishing which is in an
enormous source of revenue for multiple
parties in the Atlantic states(guides, Bait And Tackle shops, marine stores, restaurants,
hotels and the states via taxes).
Katharine Alter

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS
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From: COLIN ARCHER
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 3:49:28 PM

Thanks for considering my opinion-

I am a fly fishing guide based in New Jersey. I practice catch and release with striped bass 100% of the time using
barbless single hooks.

I was encouraged by the the steps the ASMFC took with the Emergency Action and the slot limit however I have
some concerns. While the goal is to meet the 2029 rebuild deadline, increase the SSB, and protect the 2015 year
class I fear the
slot limit will hurt other year class fish around that slot. I also believe there should be consistent harvest regulations
across the East Coast states. Why would there be different rules for the Chesapeake and Raritan Bays?

Going forward I hope maybe there is consideration for seasonal closures on some of the waters that have become
pinch points during sensitive times of the striped bass’ staging and migration.

That said I vote for the following-

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options Option B. ( Although I think a slot rotation should maybe considered, different
sizes, different years)

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options Option B1

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options Option B

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Option B

I commend the efforts of fisheries management, although I don’t always agree, and do believe that money and
politics are involved and get in the way of common sense at times.

I would also ask that the ASMFC and the states look at the regulations concerning the use of circle hooks. Is it a
single hook? Multi circle hooks in snag and drop type fishing?

And finally can there be consideration for single treble hooks per plug/lure/fly only to reduce injury and mortality.
That rear hook isn’t needed and at times does more bad than good.

Thank You for reading,

Colin Archer
The Average Angler

Titusville, New Jersey

mailto:colin@theaverageangler.com
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From: Emma Andrews
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 3:55:08 PM

To Whom it May Concern:

I would like for you to consider the following options for addendum ii of Amendment 7 to the
ASMFC striped bass management plan:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes). Anglers are harvesting too many striped bass, both commercially and recreationally,
 and it is important that we prioritize protecting the strong 2015 stocks, especially the larger
breeding fish.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

Again, protecting breeding aged fish, especially in the important Chesapeake Bay, is
crucial to the sustained health of the fishery.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action.

It is important that the board take action after analyzing stock assessments to impact the
fishery in a positive way.

Thank you for taking time to review my comments. Properly managing these fish for many
generations to come should always outweigh appeasing any user group.

Regards,

-- 

Emma Andrews
Warehouse Associate

Cheeky Fishing | Wingo Outdoors
North Adams, MA

eandrews@northpointbrands.com

Office: 413.346.4002

mailto:eandrews@northpointbrands.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:wcrisp@northpointbrands.com


cheekyfishing.com | wingooutdoors.com
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From: Capt. Wally Williams
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Draft addendum 2 to ammendment 7 comment
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 4:05:10 PM

All sectors within Chesapeake bay should be fishing to the exact same size restrictions.  If the
intent of these restrictions is to conserve specific year classes of Striped Bass it does no good
for recreational/ charter anglers to release fish that can be caught and kept later by commercial
methods. Each sector should be under exactly the same lower and upper limits.

mailto:captainwally@fishstrikezone.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Ryan Brown
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 4:08:43 PM

Hi Emilie,

I wanted to take a moment to provide my input on the Striped Bass Draft Addendum II.  As an
aquatic ecologist who works in marine and estuarine ecosystems and is also an avid (my wife
and kids may say rabid!) striped bass angler, I have an educated and hands on perspective on a
species that is near and dear to my heart.  I treasure our ecosystems and teach my girls about
how important all components of nature are ... and how a simple change to one piece often
ripples through an entire ecosystem.  I studied the mysis shrimp stocking situation in the
western lakes and studied mysis shrimp stocking in Moosehead Lake, Maine during my
Master's research.  We all know how important the delicate balances are.  This includes both
recreational and commercial interests with respect to striped bass.  

I have devoted far too much of my life over the past 2 decades chasing, studying, living and
breathing striped bass.  I've seen ups and downs in the annual migration availability and yes,
had some great fishing this year.  However, by and large it is immediately apparent that the
striped bass population on a whole is in dire straits.  Sure there are some immense schools that
have stayed close to shore these past few years and provided great sport, but the indicators are
clear with the annual spawning stock measurements that the population is no longer sustaining
and will absolutely continue to crash until continued drastic measures are taken.  It's clear the
ASMFC knows this as well as evidenced by the measures put in place this spring.  It is the
right step, and needs to be continued.  As such, here are my recommendations with respect to
the six sections of recommendations.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: 

Option B—1-fish at 28 to 31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: 

Option B1—Apply a standard minimum size limit, maximum size limit, and bag limit to the Bay jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons.
The minimum size shall be 19” and the bag limit 1 fish. Maximum size limit of 23”.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): 

Option B—For-hire management measures apply only to patrons during a for-hire trip; captain and crew during a for-hire
trip are subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: 

Option B—For states that authorize at-sea/shore-side filleting of striped bass, establish minimum requirements, including
requirements for: racks to be retained; skin to be left intact; and possession to be limited to no more than two fillets per legal
fish. States should consider including language about when and where racks may be disposed of, specific to each mode
allowed to fillet at-sea/shore.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: 

Option B—The ocean commercial fisheries and/or Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries will be managed by quotas
representing up to a 14.5% reduction from their 2022 quotas with their 2022 size limits. The Board will select the specific
percent reduction between zero and 14.5%.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: 

Option B—The Board could respond via Board action where the Board could change management measures by voting to

mailto:stripernine@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


pass a motion at a Board meeting instead of developing an addendum or amendment and different from the emergency action
process.

I am passionate about my work as an ecologist, and my sport as an agler, and I know you are as well.  I appreciate the
opportunity to put forth my beliefs and thank you for your consideration.

Wishing you a Happy Holidays and Happy New Year.  Here is to the survival, and hopefully a once again flourishing success
story of striped bass.

-Ryan Brown

46 Navesink Ave

Rumson, NJ 07760

(908) 565-0888



From: Kevin Blinkoff
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 4:10:44 PM

I am a Massachusetts resident and the editor in chief of On The Water Media, which produces
On The Water Magazine, On The Water TV, the Striper Cup tournament, and the StriperFest
celebration. Our business depends on a healthy, well-managed population of striped bass. I
am writing today as a private angler who has fished recreationally for striped bass since
moving to Massachusetts 23 years ago, and my comments are not being made on behalf of
my employer.
 
I urge ASMFC to take the 14.5% reduction in removals needed to maintain the current
rebuilding timeline.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options
I support Option B because it provides the best chance of meeting the 14.5% reduction. I do
not support a mode split because: 1) I support the idea that a recreational angler is a
recreational angler regardless of the platform from which they are fishing; 2) recreational
mode splits should be an amendment-level decision. 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:
I support Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same
2022 seasons because it meets the 14.5% reduction to preserve the current rebuilding
timeline.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:
I support Options B and a reduction in the ocean and the Chesapeake Bay commercial
fisheries of 14.5% to preserve the current rebuilding timeline.  
Conservation efforts should be shared equally between the recreational and commercial
sectors because everyone that uses the resource has a shared interest in its future. The
reductions for the commercial sector are based on Amendment 7 quotas instead of 2022
harvest potentially allowing for an increase in removals if the quotas are fully utilized.  This
contradicts the intent of the Addendum.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to share my thoughts on this important issue.

Kevin Blinkoff
Cataumet, MA 

mailto:kevin@onthewater.com
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From: Emilie Franke
To: Comments
Subject: Fwd: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 4:32:48 PM

From: LARRY BUCHSBAUM <lbventures@comcast.net>
Sent: Friday, December 22, 2023 3:28 AM
To: efranke@asmfc.org <efranke@asmfc.org>
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
 
To Emilie Franke:
I strongly urge the ASMFC to adopt for 2024 the following striped bass provisions….
- Maintain the 28-31” slot for ocean fishery and
-Complimentary reduction for commercial fishery
Thank you,
Larry Buchsbaum

mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org
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From: Emilie Franke
To: Comments
Subject: Fwd: [External] Public comment regarding Striped Bass fishery.
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 4:35:14 PM

From: Keepin it Reel Sportfishing <keepinitreelfish@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, December 22, 2023 3:58 AM
To: efranke@asmfc.org <efranke@asmfc.org>
Subject: [External] Public comment regarding Striped Bass fishery.
 
Hello, 

My name is Chris Oliver. I live in Poughkeepsie, NY which is located on the Hudson River. I began
fishing for striped bass on the Hudson River in 1994 as a young boy. In 1994, I do not recall many
days where we caught a fish let alone an abundance of fish. It wasn’t until 2005-2010 I started seeing
the Hudson River produce some really decent fishing. In 2018 I became a licensed captain of keepin
it reel sportfishing. From then on I have spent every day of the spring run on the Hudson with my
clients. The abundance of fish which seems to grow every season is truly remarkable. I am regularly
marking schools of fish several miles long several feet thick. The Hudson River is a unique area for
striped bass. The water is cold and the salinity level is about zero. I feel this makes the release
mortality number completely irrelevant to the Hudson River. We average about 1,000 fish caught per
6 week season and very rarely do we have an issue successfully releasing them. Furthermore, I fish
montauk and block island during the summer months for striped bass and they seem to be very
abundant there. So plentiful to the point I have started to decline accepting charters because there are
just so many fish that are in the slot and way over the slot that it’s just too hectic on the boat and I
have been focusing on convincing clients to fish other species. 

My point is that although the “data” suggests the bass are in a decline. I feel it is truly imperative that
new research methods be implemented to get better data. Most of the techniques and technologies
date back to when I started striped bass fishing in the mid 90s. There needed to be a more adaptive
wholistic approach to assessing the true biomass of the striped bass. 

I love striped bass, i have young children, I want my children and future generations to be able to
enjoy and experience the striped bass fishery. If I truly felt that there was a decline or the biomass
was suffering I would be one of the first to want to implement stricter regulations but I do not feel
that is the case. I feel that the bass are changing their spawning habits trending north away from the
Chesapeake bay mainly because of the sedimentation and warming of the water due to corporate
pollution. There needs to be a much deeper look into all of the tributaries from the Chesapeake to
Maine. This will shine light on what I feel is a new trend that our research methods from the 90s is
overlooking. We need to get away from the broad stroke approach when looking at striped bass
populations and look into the microscopic migration patterns that have been changing since the
1970s.

Thank you for your time.
Capt. Chris Oliver 

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org
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From: John Rainone
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 5:26:16 PM

I support option C in section 3.1.1  I am a for hire Captain of 44 yrs and my charter
boat business was decimated last year with the emergency regulations that did not
help the bass situation but increased the mortality on the striped bass stocks.  Many
customers cancelled their trips because they felt they would not be able to catch a
fish to take home for dinner, and they were right.  After mid July almost all of the
striped bass caught around Block Island were over 35" to 50".  We saw many big
striped bass that were released from the fishermen using live eels just floating on
top, and they continued to keep catching and releasing this beautiful fish. 
Originally the regulations were set at 28-35" to preserve the over 35" fish so they
could breed, but this was for the recreational and for hire fleet, but the commercial
fleet was allowed to harvest Bass over 35"  The so called breeders....How did this
regulation make any sense?  Now the new regulation is smaller and is targeting the
recreational and for hire fishermen again.  Commercial fishermen can still take fish
over 35"  How is this fair and equitable to the fish and other user groups...The for
hire fleet is a business just like a commercial fishermen and in fact contributes more
to the economy and fishery than the commercial fishermen.  We need to have a
chance to be regulated differently from the Recreational fishermen because we are a
business and we are a small group of fishermen as compared to the growing
numbers of recreational anglers that are fishing now.
Thank you.
Capt. John Rainone  f/v L'il Toot

-- 
L'il Toot Charters Inc.
35 Ocean View Dr.
Narragansett RI 02882
401-497-6683
www.LilTootCharter.com
www.facebook.com/pages/Lil-Toot-Charters/268318656187

mailto:liltootcharter@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
http://www.liltootcharter.com/
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From: Nancy Jensen
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum ll
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 5:27:01 PM

I vote and support option C
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:seanalyssa73@icloud.com
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From: Spencer Bode
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Support RI Charter Part Association
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 5:36:46 PM

Good evening,

I am emailing supporting RI Charter boat Association letter regarding the striped bass fishery. 

I am a professional fisherman and fully support RIPCBA letter entailing the desired options.
Thank you for your time and consideration. 

mailto:spencerbode17@gmail.com
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From: jack strickland
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 5:37:27 PM

I would strongly advise the most conservative Striped bass slot limits as possible. I would
recommend a slot limit of 18-26 inches (same as drum). This would allow the larger breeding
fish to continue increasing the population. Recreational and commercial fishermen should help
to continue conserving this species.

-- 
Jack Strickland
Captain, JetBlue Airways
757-478-4969

mailto:jackf14d@gmail.com
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From: Aaron Mann
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 5:41:42 PM

Hi,

My name is Aaron Mann located in Brooklyn, New York.
I am an avid boat fisherman with near 10 years experience fishing the NY Bight

3.11
I am in favor of Option B : 1 fish at 28"-31" for the Ocean Recreational fishery

3.12
For the Bay fishery, I am in favor of option B-B1: 1 fish at 19"-23"

3.14
Recreational filleting should follow option B

3.2.1
The commercial allocation should also follow option B

3.3
I believe the board should be more responsive in light of the stock assessment update next
year. Option B is preferential in this case

 I am very concerned about the future of Striped Bass and hope the management of the stock
will head in the right direction.

Thank you,
Aaron

mailto:Aaronmann33@outlook.com
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From: John DiPietro
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 5:46:23 PM

I don't think Charter Boats should be allowed to have a greater slot size than a private angler. 
John DiPietro Harvey Cedars NJ 

mailto:jadipietro63@gmail.com
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From: Johan Frenje
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 5:48:39 PM

Dear ASMFC,

My name is Johan Frenje and I’m born and raised in Sweden, and fishing
has been a big part of my life since I was 4 years old. I came to the
Boston area in the late 90’s for work and a couple of years later I
discovered the incredible striped-bass fishery in New England. I’m a
passionate fly fisherman who cares deeply about our striped-bass
fishery.

I personally feel that the striped-bass population is under tremendous
stress right now. Fishing pressure, new developments, environmental
changes, improved technologies, and several other factors are having a
big detrimental impact on the striped-bass population. I have come to
this conclusion by simply looking at my fishing logbook that dates back
to 2002, which indicates that my best seasons were from 2003 to 2005.
Although I’m a much better fisherman today than 20 years ago, I don't
come close to the numbers of landed fish in those days. I find this very
telling about the state of the striped-bass population.

Therefore, I strongly recommend that the management board prioritizes,
first and foremost, the conservation and rebuilding of the striped-bass
population while at the same time considering the fact that the fishing
pressure will continue to increase going forward (more fishermen, better
technologies, additional environmental changes etc...). That being said,
I strongly support the following options outlined in draft addendum II:

3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

Best regards,
Johan Frenje
Beverly, MA

mailto:jfrenje@psfc.mit.edu
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Jimmy Fee
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 5:52:20 PM

 I am a Massachusetts resident and the editor of On The Water Media, which produces On The
Water Magazine, On The Water TV, the Striper Cup tournament, and the StriperFest
celebration. Our business depends on a healthy, well-managed population of striped bass. I
am writing today as a private angler who has fished recreationally for striped bass for 28 years
while living in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and now, Massachusetts, and my comments are not
being made on behalf of my employer.
 
I urge ASMFC to take the 14.5% reduction in removals needed to maintain the current
rebuilding timeline.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options
I support Option B because it provides the best chance of meeting the 14.5% reduction. I do
not support a mode split because: 1) I support the idea that a recreational angler is a
recreational angler regardless of the platform from which they are fishing; 2) recreational
mode splits should be an amendment-level decision. 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:
I support Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same
2022 seasons because it meets the 14.5% reduction to preserve the current rebuilding
timeline.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options:
I support Options B and a reduction in the ocean and the Chesapeake Bay commercial
fisheries of 14.5% to preserve the current rebuilding timeline.  
Conservation efforts should be shared equally between the recreational and commercial
sectors because everyone that uses the resource has a shared interest in its future. The
reductions for the commercial sector are based on Amendment 7 quotas instead of 2022
harvest potentially allowing for an increase in removals if the quotas are fully utilized.  This
contradicts the intent of the Addendum.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to share my thoughts on this important issue.

Jim Fee
Falmouth, MA

mailto:jimmy@onthewater.com
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From: Robert Allen
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II - Comment
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 5:52:59 PM

To ASMFC - 

Taking into account data uncertainties in striped bass stock assessments, multiyear
unfavorable environmental conditions affecting spawns, and extended multiyear poor
recruitment, the largest reductions under consideration for Addendum II should be adopted
because of the urgent need to reduce mortality and rebuild the depleted stock. 

This would be for the Chesapeake Bay Option B1. All categories of fisherman - recreational,
fishing for hire, and commercial - should be treated equally with respect to striped bass take
reductions with no special carve-outs for anyone other than Native Americans to the extent
that a tribe and its members may have a by right take by treaty or law.

Rob Allen
Reston, VA
703-626-2668

mailto:robgallen10@gmail.com
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From: Bill Sciturro
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striper regs
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 6:03:44 PM

Good Evening,

As a recreational fisherman in Atlantic waters it is critical that we protect the striped bass
fishery.   I would like to support there ASA proposed solution as outlined here

ASA is advocating for (1) maintaining the 28-31” slot for the ocean fishery, (2) implementing a
maximum size in the Chesapeake Bay, (3) complementary reductions in the commercial
fishery and (4) no mode splits meaning same regulations for private and charter

The ability for the Chesapeake Bay fishery to harvest small striped bass in ways that go
against the efforts of the rest of the states makes no sense and needs to be addressed.

Sincerely

Bill Sciturro

Ct angler

mailto:tooomanycatz@cox.net
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From: Captain Sloan
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Option C. Striped bass addendum 2
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 6:06:45 PM

I am fully in favor of option C for the striped bass addendum 2.

Capt Sloan
www.OrientPointFishing.com
(516) 819-5731

mailto:captainsloan@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Ryan Collins
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Re: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 6:08:11 PM

I forgot to add that out of the options laid out in the addendum, I feel option B across the
board makes the most sense.

Thanks so much!

Ryan Collins

Founder & Creator
myfishingcapecod.com

On Thu, Dec 21, 2023 at 1:46 PM Ryan Collins <ryan@myfishingcapecod.com> wrote:
Dear Emilie and ASMFC,

I personally feel that striped bass, along with many species of fish and animals, are under
tremendous stress right now. Fishing pressure, development, environmental changes,
technology, and many other factors are having an impact on striped bass and other species.

Therefore my recommendation and hope is that the management board makes conservation
of the species, and rebuilding the population, their most important objectives. I am
personally onboard with whatever measures are necessary to achieve a 14.5% reduction (or
greater) in fishing mortality as quickly as possible.

Thank you!

Ryan Collins

Founder & Creator
myfishingcapecod.com

mailto:ryan@myfishingcapecod.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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From: John Carpenter
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Regs for 2024
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 6:19:36 PM

Hello my name is Jack Carpenter and I run jackhammer charters in RI.

I believe in the stock rebuilding programs and are willing to help in any way that we can.

But if we don't have a business to run then there is no way for us to spread the word and help
others help us rebuild.

With these restrictions in place we lost approximately 45%of our business from 2021 to the
end of the 2023 season. If this continues it would be very unlikely that a lot of small
businesses like ours to succeed. This would result in the lost revenue for us as well as the state
of RI. 

It would be greatly appreciated if you would consider making the for hire group there own
group and set the limits so we can bring the business back to RI and our local businesses.

I would like to see the slot limit a little easier to fill like the proposed 28 to 33 inch or greater.
This gives a customer a little better chance at taking home dinner and might just be enough to
get some people back to RI.

The filleting option would be better left at the current regs. Since this leaves our docks and
beaches cleaner and the sea gulls away from spreading any of the disease or mess that they
leave while looking for a meal on shore or close to it.

Most for hire boats don't mind helping a restocking program as long as it makes sense to there
businesses.
It is easier to promote and keep track of especially since we have to report all catches
electronically every day. 
How often does the recreational or shore fisherman have to report there catch.
So much easier to regulate even though we only make up approximately 2% of the
recreational group at this point.

Hopefully this falls into a hand that actually reads it and can help us the small businesses stay
in business for awhile longer.

Thank you for listening to our concerns over this.

I am available by ph or email most of the time during the winter months and when we are not
on the water after that.

Capt John Carpenter
Jackhammer charters
401-744-2804
captjackhammer2@gmail.com
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From: Jerry Lombardo
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Regs
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 6:25:23 PM

I have been fishing the New Jersey waters for 50 years
 
It is too hard to try to get a fish in the slot size (between 28-31) when you have
a bunch of guys on the boat……
 
……if you must….why can’t you allow one fish over 31 inch-- PER BOAT-- Per
day
 
J. Lombardo
Manasquan
 
 
image001

 
Please note our address has changed:

C.J. Lombardo Company
Jerome Lombardo, President

235 Moore Street, 3rd Floor
Hackensack, NJ 07601
Telephone: (201) 488-2550
Fax: (201) 488-7419
Jlombardo1@verizon.net
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From: Levi Opsatnic
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 6:37:55 PM

Hello,

My name is Levi Opsatnic and I'm a recreational angler who lives in Connecticut but fishes
for striped bass all along the eastern Atlantic. I want to thank you for providing me the
opportunity to make these comments, and I really appreciate you all taking the time to read
them and put them into consideration. Striped bass and the improved health of their biomass is
near and dear to my heart, but instead of telling you why they're so significant, I'll get right to
my comments about Addendum II.

Here are the choice that I'd like to see come from Addendum II:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31" with 2022 seasons (all modes). 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1-fish at 19-23” with 2022 seasons
(all modes). 

3.1.3 For-Hire Management: N/A per our positions, but Option B—applicable only to patrons
if a mode split is selected. 

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting: Option B. 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B
with a 14.5% reduction to the ocean and Chesapeake fisheries. 3.3 Response to Stock
Assessment: Option B—Board Action. 

4.0 Compliance Schedule: Implement measures as soon as possible in 2024 to reduce fishing
mortality. Jurisdictions that do not implement Addendum II’s final management measures in
2024 should be found out of compliance.   

Thank you, once again, for your time and I truly hope that this has an impact on the future of
this fishery,

Levi Opsatnic
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From: Preston McQueen
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 6:39:06 PM

Hi ASMFC gurus,

I’m for a healthy robust Striped Bass population in our estuaries, bays, and oceans!  To help
ensure this we all need to determine the best approach using scientific data that we already
have and also in the future when new data exists. 

I immediately recommend reducing the catch by all participants!

Remember, we all live downstream!

Thanks in advance - 

Preston McQueen 
111 Winding Ridge Drive 
Cary, NC 27518

mailto:3pm111@gmail.com
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From: jensenw
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 6:40:47 PM

As a NY fisherman I hereby notify you that I am
Writing to support option C of the above referenced striped bass draft addendum. 

Thank you,

W Jensen 
Greenport NY
Jensenw@optonline.net 

Warren Jensen
via Samsung Galaxy Note, smartphone

mailto:jensenw@optonline.net
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From: Eli Tica
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass addendum 2
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 6:43:37 PM

I am in favor of option C for the striped Bass addendum 2 as it will give some relief to the professional fishermen’s
ability to support their families.

Elieth Hoffman
Long Island, NY

mailto:eliethasap@yahoo.com
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From: John Torosian
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 6:55:30 PM

 I am Opposed to any reduction of the commercial quota. I feel it is unfair to punish commercial fisherman
when the science shows that recreational fisherman are removing the vast majority of the fish.

               thank you john torosian haverhill ma

mailto:penn411@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Paul Wagner
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 7:03:11 PM


Hello,

My name is Paul Wagner and I'm a recreational angler living in Pennsylvania . I appreciate the
ASMFC reading this and taking my comments into consideration. The following reflects the
selections that I'd like to see come out of Addendum II:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31" with 2022 seasons (all modes). 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1-fish at 19-23” with 2022 seasons
(all modes). 

3.1.3 For-Hire Management: N/A per our positions, but Option B—applicable only to patrons
if a mode split is selected. 

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting: Option B. 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B
with a 14.5% reduction to the ocean and Chesapeake fisheries. 3.3 Response to Stock
Assessment: Option B—Board Action. 

4.0 Compliance Schedule: Implement measures as soon as possible in 2024 to reduce fishing
mortality. Jurisdictions that do not implement Addendum II’s final management measures in
2024 should be found out of compliance.   

Thank you,

Paul

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:pwagner18@gmail.com
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From: Thomas Falco
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 7:11:40 PM

Hello,
My name is Capt Tom Falco, owner/operator of Jenny E Charters, a six pack charter fishing
the south shore of Long Island, NY. 
A healthy and abundant striped bass fishery is not only vitally important to my business; this
fishery is integral to the culture of Long Island as well as countless other communities up and
down the East Coast. 
I have reviewed the Draft Addendum, here is what  I support:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options
OPTION B-- 1 fish @ 28-31"
This slot will continue to protect the 2015 class.
I DO NOT support mode splits; private and charter/for-hire should continue to be managed
under the same regulations.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options
OPTION B1-- 1 fish @ 19-23" across all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons
The C-Bay has suffered five consecutive years of poor spawning, and is in dire need for
conservation and precautionary fisheries management. C-Bay's recreational fisheries must
contribute to conservation with a 4" slot just like the Ocean fishery's 3" slot.
I strongly oppose mode splits. It really makes no sense at this juncture to allow Maryland
charter/for hire anglers to harvest 2 striped bass when the rest of the rec sector harvests 1.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options
OPTION B with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas
The Ocean commercials have taken reductions; now it's time the Chesapeake Bay
commercials do the same.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment
OPTION B--Board Action
Striped Bass are at a precipice and this option would allow the Board to move quickly to
implement any new management changes through a simple majority. 

I trust that my input will be considered, and I hope that we can rebuild this fishery for
generations to come.

Thank you for your hard work.....

Regards,
Capt. Tom Falco
Jenny E Charters

mailto:jennyecharters@gmail.com
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From: Martha
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stripped Bass comments
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 7:13:26 PM

Russell Blank, Striker Charters
I  would like to say first, that I'm so glad that this year you have listened to the for hire
industry  and have looked at the data and are trying to give us a slot limit that we can try to
persuade our customers to take a fishing trip to target Stripped Bass and have a chance on
catching fish in the slot limit rather than catch and release. With that said Pleas keep listening
and make a informed decision that has the right outcome for everyone. 
3.1.1 
I support Option C
This gives the for hire a bigger slot and keeps the target goal for the restoration of the Stripped
Bass with no impact.
3.1.3
I  support Option A
I think that trying to enforce Option B would be very difficult. 
3.1.4
I support Option A
For us to filled at the dock would create a hardship. In Point Judith they don't want the
carcasses discarded in the harbor as a lot of people don't pop the air bladder and causes the fish
to float Gets Very Stinky.
If we have to go back out to discard the fish racks that's more time and if we came in to beat a
storm that means we have to go back out in harms way again. Just a bad idea I'm sure that
going down the road we can find the right solution. 

Thank you for considering my request 
Capt Russell Blank 

Sent from AOL on Android

mailto:astrikercharters@aol.com
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From: Michael
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II)
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 7:23:05 PM

Hello,
I am in favor of Addendum 2 for helping the striped bass.
I would also like stricter regulations such as 100% catch and release and more EP officers to
patrol .
I know additional regulations are hard to enforce so Afdendum 2 is a start to help out the
striped bass  
Thank you 
Michael Schraffa 

Yahoo Mail: Seamless Account Control
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From: Robin Calitri
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II Comments
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 7:27:52 PM

I began fishing for Striped Bass in the 1950’s out of NY and Mass. and found it tough.  By the
mid to late sixties, I became proficient enough to sell my catch.  All my friends did it and the
shame was we didn’t need to make blood money off Stripers to live. I knew very few, full time
commercial Striped Bass fisherman.  By the seventies, I had my fill of clam chum, wire line,
umbrella rigs, blood, and glory. I became a dedicated surf rat and released most of my
Stripers.  Then the Striper fishery collapsed!  The moratorium and the severe size limits
worked and by the eighties we were catching Stripers of all sizes. Management worked. I
became dedicated to fly and light tackle to fish for Stripers with a heavy orientation to catch
and release.
For the last 23 years, I have been Fly and light tackle guide operating out of Jamacia Bay,
Huntington and Montauk, LI and Portsmouth New Hampshire. Of the hundreds of trips my
clients have asked me to kill very few fish over 23 years.  All the rest have been released to
fight again. I have participated in tagging, fin clipping and surveys involving Striped Bass.  In

some cases we have receive little or no information back form the sponsoring agencies to
help inform us. Anecdotally the fishery in New Hampshire has changed dramatically in the last
few seasons. It is more difficult to find active fish.  It is more difficult to find smaller fish which
are the staple of the light tackle and fly fishery. The schools of 40-inch fish found in the NH
waters are thinning. Last year 24–27-inch Stripers were dominant.  This will make them ripe
for slaughter with the 28 – 35-inch slot liming next year.  My guide friends from NY, NJ, Mass.
Conn., Maine and NH are reporting the same trends to me.
The fishery cannot sustain any more abuse such as the three trip per day head boats, careless
release, and poorly regulated commercial fishing. The New Jersey trophy bonus is a joke. This
doesn’t address environmental factors. I would support the most restrictive policies regarding
Striped Bass, but I understand that the options for me to comment upon are limited to the
actual proposed amendments. The Chesapeake Commercial fishery is a deciding factor in the
5 years of poor spawn without significant reduction in a quota. There must be a serious
reduction in the Chesapeake at least at the same level as the recreational which might be 14.5
% of the harvest catch yield in 2022, not the quota. I urge the Commission to take strong and
decisive action, if the situation involving Striped Bass deteriorates further.  Please ignore the
stalling with excuses such as printing tags in Maryland. I also support allowing the commission
to take emergency actions through Board discretion without the tedious amendment process.
Therefore, I support B 3.11, B1 3.1.2, B3.21, and B 3.3. Thank you for your hard work.  Captain
Robin Calitri, Seacoast Fly Fishing
 
 
Robin Calitri
 

mailto:csicagain@hotmail.com
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From: Montgomery Deihl
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Amendment 7 Comments
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 7:30:14 PM

Striped Bass are Overfished, and according to results of the 2022 fishing season, Overfishing
continues to occur.  The clear reason for these two conditions are the recreational release mortality,
which is greater than the Commercial harvest and Recreational harvest (legal keeper catch)
combined.   There is no particular blame to cast here except that there are simply too many people
recreationally targeting striped bass and the biomass cannot sustain this onslaught; the recreational
fishing industry has simply been too successful advertising and recruiting people to this pastime.  It
makes no logical sense to further cut the commercial harvest of striped bass as it has proven to be
extremely controllable and consistent year-over-year, and it is this fishery that provides the largest
amount of people the ability to access and purchase this fish to eat and enjoy.  The control and
limitation of the recreational harvest is the only way rebuild this biomass.  If recreational harvest is
not limited or controlled, then repeating the complete moratorium of Congressional Striped Bass Act
of the mid-1980s will be the result to save this stock.     
 

 

mailto:Montgomery.Deihl@oceanfleetservices.com
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From: STEVE &CLAUDIA CHAFFEE
To: Comments
Subject: [External] SB options
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 7:33:32 PM

My opinion.
3.1.2  B1
3.2.1  B
3.3    B
Thank You.                                 
                                                                                                                   Best
Regards
                                                                                                                   Steve
Chafee

mailto:schafee@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: michael platt
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 7:35:59 PM

Commissioners,

I would like to first thank you all for your continued work in managing our fisheries. With that
said the time for action with Striped Bass is now! As a  charter business in CT as well as the
CT board member of the ASGA, I am on the water more than most and have seen first hand
the decline of the Striper population along the CT coast and often hear from other guides and
captains from other states expressing their concerns about the lack of  abundance that we once
enjoyed. While I’m aware that you all must walk a tight line between what’s best for the
fishery as well as what’s best for the commercial and recreational industries. The gravity of
your decision must be heavily weighed as the future of this iconic fish rests in your hands. I
urge the commission to support the following guidelines as suggested by the ASGA 

ASGA supported the Emergency Action measure, and we still do. It is critical that managers
continue efforts to protect the 2015 year-class and maintaining the 28-31” slot achieves that goal,
while providing some consistency for anglers and the stock assessment scientists. 

I do not support mode splits. The Recreational sector (private and charter/for-hire) should
continue to be managed under the same regulations.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 
After five consecutive years of poor spawning success, the Chesapeake Bay region is in
desperate need for conservation and precautionary fisheries management. ASGA supports
Option B1 for many of the same reasons applicable to the ocean, but now the Bay’s recreational
fisheries need to contribute to conservation. If the Ocean fishery can have a 3” slot, then the
Chesapeake can deal with a 4” slot. 

Mode splits in the Bay are fiercely opposed. Through previous conservation equivalency
proposals, Maryland implemented a program to allow Charter/For-Hire passengers the ability to
harvest two striped bass compared to one fish for the rest of the recreational sector. Maryland’s
Chesapeake Bay for-hire fleet harvested 142,098 stripers; the coastwide total for the for-hire fleet
was 281,289 fish. By giving Maryland’s charter fleet two fish, they harvested more than the rest of
the Bay and the ocean combined. This is what happens when a state agency picks favorites. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas. 

I understand that this option may be entirely meaningless—unless states take matters into their
own hands. For one, due to quota underutilization, a reduction in quota does not guarantee an
actual reduction in fishing mortality—the ocean region has been using most of its quota in recent
years and will see a reduction in fishing mortality; the Chesapeake Bay will not see much of any
reduction with a 14.5% quota cut. Second, there are huge question marks around when states
would even implement these changes. This seems disingenuous when certain states wait until the
last minute to claim that implementing these commercial changes in 2024 would not be possible?
I have a hard time buying this. Yes, commercial landings accounting is far more robust than in the

mailto:mplatt72@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


recreational sector. But, if Maryland really wanted to take part in meaningful conservation, they
would work through the challenges and issue new tags and IFQs for 2024. 
Another piece of context is to distinguish the Ocean and Chesapeake commercial fisheries,
because in general, ASGA is not opposed to commercial fishing. The Ocean commercial fishery
has taken all the reductions placed on the recreational sector, with the Emergency Action being
the only outlier.  

The Chesapeake Bay has not taken a meaningful reduction since 2015. The Chesapeake
commercial quota has taken a whopping 1.8% reduction 

Since 2020, Chesapeake Bay quota utilization hovered around 80%. This is concerning on
multiple fronts: there are clearly not enough fish in the system AND quota reductions less than
20% will have zero impact. 

The 14.5% reduction is off the quota, not landings (the amount of fish harvested commercially).
That means once again the Chesapeake Bay commercial fishery will not do their part to restore
striped bass, as landings could be the same as last year.  

I support Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both fisheries.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action. 
While the above options will likely only be effective for 2024 (and if at all on the commercial side),
so this option may have the greatest impact on striped bass management. Next fall (likely at the
2024 Annual ASMFC Meeting), the Striped Bass Board will see the results of a new stock
assessment update. We won’t speculate much other than by saying this string of poor recruitment
is going to have a significant impact on the rebuilding projections, and additional management
changes are needed to improve the odds of rebuilding by 2029. This option will allow the Board to
move quickly to implement those new management measures through a simple majority. Without
the Board action provision, the management process could take up to a year to respond. 

There you have it. The ASGA team thoughtfully considered every dynamic possible when
examining options for Addendum II. My  final position is a reflection of our grave concern for this
fishery and a strong desire to do what is needed in the short-term in order to have an abundant
stock and sustainable fisheries in the long-term.

Thank you in advance for your consideration and for preserving this iconic fishery for future
generations. 

Regards,
Mike Platt

Sent from my iPhone



From: Joe Pagano
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 7:54:24 PM

To whom it may concern,

I have been a charter boat captain for over forty years and for the past few years there has been a steady decline in
people booking trips for striped bass.  Striped bass trips occupy over 95% of my trips booked every season.  I
believe although, it’s not much a 28”-33” slot for the “for hire” fleet would not hurt the striped bass stocks and
would potentially attract and bring more people who like fishing for striped bass and eating one now and then, back
to the for hire fleet.  Not to mention the increased tourism and money put into the Ocean States economy.

Sincerely,

Captain Joe Pagano
Stuff It Charters
(401)808-0452

mailto:joe@stuffitcharters.com
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From: Josh Berenbach
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Atlantic Striped Bass Fisheries
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 7:56:39 PM

Dear Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (ASMFC),
I am writing you in order to express my full support of all measures that will best safeguard the surviving year
classes of striped bass.

My recommendations are as follows :
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B-1-fish at
28-31" with 2022 seasons (all modes).
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1
-1 fish at 19-23" across all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and Chesapeake
Bay Quotas.
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B-Board
Action.

Josh Berenbach

mailto:jberenbach@hotmail.com
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From: Charlie Puha
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass limits
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 7:56:43 PM

Too many larger size in the previous slot size are being caught and don’t survive after removing a hook that was
deep in its throat.don’t understand why they can’t be kept instead of wasted and thrown back,I think slot size should
be increased to 35 inches.and one over 41 inches

mailto:twocpuhas@centurylink.net
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From: christopher brown
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 8:13:15 PM

Please note that I support/endorse the following :

- 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options : I support Option B
- 3.3.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options : I support Option B
- 3.1.3 For Hire Management Clarification ( if for hire mode specific limits are selected
) I support Option B
- 3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements : I support Option B
- 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options : I support Option B
-3.3 Response to Stock Assessment : I support Option B
                                                                                                              
Thank You

mailto:cb.nantucket@yahoo.com
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From: Jake Hardy
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 8:27:03 PM

I'm a recreational angler from New York, and before sharing my Addendum II comments, I
need to say I'm very disappointed NY and all the other states that decided to end hybrid
hearings.  In my opinion it's unacceptable.  Of all the anglers I know, only one was able to
make a hearring.  During the holidays, at 6pm, with traffic around here, with the technology
available?  Some of us can't skip out of work to sit in traffic for 2 hours just to waste your time
like many of the captains denying basic science and your data in person.

I'd also like to highlight ZERO recreational anglers voiced support for the preferences of these
for-hire and party boat captains.  I urge the ASMFC to discount their short-term financial
interests and commit to reasonable science-based regulations that manage for abundance for
all recreational anglers. Everyone who doesn't have a financial stake in killing striped bass
knows the fishing is great and YOY figures are abysmal.

I support

3.1.1 Option B
All recreational anglers should have the same regulations and the 2015 year class must be
protected.

3.1.2 Option B1
Similarly, If captains are calling for mode splits, whose interests are they speaking for? All
recreational anglers should have the same harvest restrictions!

3.1.4 Option B
If regulations were enforced regularly I'd feel differently about this one. Every year several
party boats (most recently Captree again) are caught with under size bass and coolers full of
undersize fillets.  ECO officers must be able to measure length and enforce the regulations. 

3.2.1 Option B
Why hasn't the Chesapeake commercial fleet taken a reduction since the last successful year
class? 

3.3 Option B
I beg the board to respond ASAP to the 2024 stock assessment with responsible management
measures.

mailto:hardyjake@gmail.com
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From: Shthca
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stripe Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 8:34:16 PM

I support the Stripe Bass Draft Addendum II
James Dinizio Jr.
 209 Providence Street 
Stafford, Virginia 22554
1(631) 477-8161

mailto:shthca@gmail.com
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From: Germain Cloutier
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum ll
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 8:35:35 PM

Hello,
In Regards to Striped Bass Draft Addendum ll here are what seem to be the best options put
forth by the board:
Ocean Size limit should be Option B: 28-31”. The emergency action was necessary and still is
applicable today. There should be NO separation from For Hires and everyday recreational
anglers. The thought that could lower release mortality is a false statement. Big party boats
catch their limits and then still will catch a few hundred bass, so having them try to harvest
more quickly and lower release Mortality will not be achievable. Any angler that pays a for
hire for 6 hrs will fish those 6 hrs regardless if they keep their limit in the first 30min of the
trip. 
Chesapeake Bay Size/Bag Limit should be Option B1. The Bay has been suffering for a long
time now and it’s time to get reductions in the Bay.
For Hire Clarification should be Option B, although there should NOT be separate regulations
for for hires. That is unnecessary.

Commercial Quota Options should be Option B a Full 14.5% reduction is much needed. All
sectors need to be having harvest reductions if this stock is ever going to rebound.
Recreational Filleting should be Option B. That is low hanging fruit and an easily enforceable
action.
Boards Response to Stock Assessments should be Option B. There needs to be quick action
when things are going down fast. It is much needed and regulations need to be put in place
quickly.

Striped Bass spawns have been Tanking, I though we were managing for abundance?? There
needs to be action from the Board to prevent this collapse that is getting worse each year. If
we continue this trend the stocks will not be Rebuilt by 2029 and a moratorium will 100% be
necessary. There should be a push for GAMEFISH status or at least an option for public
comment. I think the board would be greatly surprised at how much support that would gain!
No one out there makes a living from killing striped bass. A harvest moratorium is going to be
on the table soon if things continue. Please Please Please do the right thing for this species.
Everyone is willing to take cuts and do whatever it takes to save these fish we all love. In the
end an Alive Striped Bass is worth A LOT more then a dead Striped Bass.

Thank you for your time,
Germain Cloutier

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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From: Ryan Franklin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 8:41:59 PM

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am Ryan Franklin, an advocate for the conservation of our local fishery. Having fished the
shores and shoals of Cape Cod for over thirty years, I aspire to continue this tradition with my
newborn son. In recent years, I've observed a significant increase in the popularity of
recreational fishing. It is our responsibility as anglers to safeguard the species inhabiting our
waters, ensuring that future generations can relish the same experiences I cherished in my
youth fishing on Cape Cod. As a new father, this sentiment resonates more profoundly.

 I eagerly anticipate the day when my son catches his first striped bass. My greatest concern is
that he may miss this opportunity if we fail to address the threats to our fishery. Without
protective measures, the risk of overfishing, poaching, and inadequate angler education
persists. I firmly believe in the necessity to safeguard the fishery and wholeheartedly support
any protective measures required to reduce the mortality rate of this vital resource. 

I stand by the motto, "Let them go so they can grow!" 
Sincerely, 

Ryan Franklin

mailto:rfranklin08@gmail.com
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From: Jay Atkinson
To: Comments
Cc: jbirdr300@gmail.com
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 8:49:28 PM

Dear Emilie,
I am sending this message to comment on the above addendum. I have fished in the middle bay since the early
1980s. My family and I have enjoyed fishing for all types of fish since I was a small child and the fisheries have
always been cyclical and fish species have come and gone and returned over the years. The striped bass have been
here in great numbers since the late 90s and are very popular.
I am very concerned with the release mortality rate statistics for recreation fishermen and do not believe this to be
accurate. Very few fish released from methods other than live bait usually swim away rapidly and do no float back
up injured. Live bait and Eeling methods have a higher risk of injury but very few anglers in VA live bait fish in the
last 10 years.
Reading your statistic brings concern to me and others in VA and NC that the majority of fish are caught in northern
states with no season limitations while VA, MD, and NC have limited seasons for recreational and for hire
recreational fishermen. We currently have a 3 1/2 month season to catch these fish.
Also an area of concern is the fact that Gill netting, and hook and line commercial fishing is allowed when fish are
traveling up the bay and tributaries to spawn. These fish do not even get a chance to reproduce before they are
caught. Recreational fishermen are not allowed to fish for them until the spawn run is complete and the fish are
moving back out of the rivers.
If seasons limitations are not options for the entire East coast habitat area, I support the B4 option and C2 for
commercial fishermen. Season limitations and commercial restrictions during spawning season would seem to have
a far greater affect on the striper mass as a whole rather than the majority of recreational fishermen who fish 1 once
a week if the weather cooperates over a 14 week period in VA waters. If this is truly a cooperative action for all
concerned, season limitations in other states should be mandated to help the whole of the striper mass.
These fish are the resource of the states in which they travel, the residents of these states should be the first priority
over commercial interests who profit from these resources.
Thank you for this opportunity for comment,
Jay Atkinson

Sent from my iPad
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From: Eric Harrison
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 8:56:03 PM

I support option B1 with no mode splits. All sectors need to recognize the value of having the
striper population rebound as quickly as possible. 

As a 30+ year user of the resource, I've never seen so few small fish.  And as an old guy, I
don't see what I'll be fishing for in 10 years. 

Thanks

Eric Harrison 

Get Outlook for Android
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From: TIM DRUMMEY
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comment
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 9:03:46 PM

Any and all measures to protect and save the striped bass population should be taken to protect what‘s left of this
depleting stock. I am a weekend recreation fisherman who fishes MA, RI and CT from the shoreline and by kayak.
This past season was beyond disturbing. An average season I catch triple digit stripers for the season. This year I
caught in total “7” stripers covering three states. 4 of the 7 were slot or larger. I actually caught more Albies than
stripers.
Thank you for allowing me to comment on this dire situation.
Tim Drummey
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Craig Mclaughlin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] “STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II“
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 9:05:22 PM

As a matter of fact the fishery management enforcement is weak at best. I am both a guide,
recreational fisherman and run a youth summer camp for kids so I am on the water and fishing
150 times a year.  

Snag and drop is preventable if people start getting fined- this could be a starting point of
 some serious enforcement.  

Start with enforcement , close both the recreational and commercial fishery to give the fish a
chance. The amount of commercially taken breeder fish is staggering from my perspective I
shake my head on every commercial day.  Snag and drop every cast and massive fish kept on
board.  

We need to work in short term  units and measure success so we can rebound this stock!  The
stock is down. The eyes tell the story. 

Craig McLaughlin
USCG Licensed Captain
6178289058
 

-- 
Craig

mailto:cfmorders@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Diana D
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 9:11:57 PM

I dupport ootion C.

mailto:ddej2076@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Michael Potts
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 9:15:26 PM

Re: Ocean Recreational Options

I support Option C.

Thank you,

Capt Michael Potts
631.680.4800   Call or text
www.BLUEFINIV.com

mailto:michaelpottsiv@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
http://www.bluefiniv.com/


From: Sullivan, Tom (SHB)
To: Comments
Cc: tjsullivan11@comcast.net
Subject: [External] Striped Bass - Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 9:20:42 PM

I write in support of the conservation plan to limit striped bass removal. I believe we should
take all reasonable measures to preserve the species and rebuild the stock. Thank you.
 
 
Thomas J. Sullivan
Partner
Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P. 
2001 Market St., Suite 3000
Philadelphia, PA 19103-7014
Direct: 215.575.3130
Cell: 215.680.4218
tsullivan@shb.com

SHOOK, HARDY & BACON L.L.P. CONFIDENTIAL ATTORNEY-CLIENT COMMUNICATION
CONTAINING WORK PRODUCT AND/OR ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATIONS
FROM RETAINED OUTSIDE COUNSEL

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message including attachments, if any, is
intended for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or
privileged material. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If
you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all
copies of the original message. Thank you.

mailto:TSULLIVAN@shb.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:tjsullivan11@comcast.net
mailto:tsullivan@shb.com
http://www.shb.com/


From: Justin Friedman
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 9:51:33 PM

Hello,

I am an avid Striped Bass angler from New York and I support option b1 which I feel has the
best chance of rebuilding the stock by 2029 by best protecting the stronger year classes such as
2015, 2017 and 2018. We need to have a diverse array of healthy year classes, so that when
spawning conditions are right, we can ensure a good chesapeake spawn and help rebuild the
stock.

Thank you. 

-- 
Justin Friedman
Director, Artist Relations & Marketing

www.dangelicoguitars.com | @dangelicony
www.suprousa.com | @suprousa
www.pigtronix.com | @pigtronix

mailto:justin@bondaudio.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
http://www.dangelicoguitars.com/
http://www.suprousa.com/
http://www.pigtronix.com/


From: Jesse
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass management
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 10:03:03 PM

To who it may concern, 
I am in support of 3.1.1 option 3 as it is well within the overall reduction percentages
with only a 0.1% harvest change and 0.0% change to release mortality.
Thank you for your consideration. 

mailto:thinkbigcharters@cox.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Todd Lussier
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 10:17:40 PM

Good evening, I am an avid striped bass fly fisherman. I’m very concerned for the future of striped bass. From what
I’ve been reading it seems they are being over fished and spawning success  has been historically low. Please act
now in the best interest of saving this fish that myself and many others love! I personally would like to see strict
catch and release only regulations at least until spawning and fish numbers hopefully improve. But I do realize that
would be difficult to sell to all parties involved. Please just keep this amazing fish in your best interest. The future of
striped bass depends on it!
Thank you for your time
Todd Lussier
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:toddlussier@icloud.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Sam Denious
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 10:25:12 PM

Hello, 

I am writing to advocate for stricter regulatory measures for the Atlantic Striped Bass
fishery. There should be a moratorium on recreational and commercial harvest to let the
stock recover, especially in the Chesapeake Bay. Addendum II was a step in the right
direction but not enough. These fish are struggling and we need to ensure that there will
be a healthy population to fish for in the future. 

Regards, 

Sam Denious

mailto:sdenious@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Henry Marchetti
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 10:37:17 PM

Rebuilding the stock of striped bass in our waters must be prioritized so that we can benefit
from them long term! 

My views-

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action. 

Thank you for allowing public comment!

Henry Marchetti

mailto:marchettihenry@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: katie egan
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 10:39:36 PM

Hello, 

I am an avid catch and release recreational angler from Connecticut and I fish eastern
Long Island Sound. Let's do what we have to do to bring these fish back by 2029. 

I support the following options for the Draft Addendum II:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options:                         Option B
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options:        Option B1
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements:         Option B
3.2.1 Commercial Fishery Reduction Options:                    Option B, with the full
14.5% reduction
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates:                     Option B

Thank you! 

Katie Egan
270 Hartford Ave #2
Wethersfield, CT 06109
860-810-6504

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:katieegan@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Jeff Clabault
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass comment
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 10:43:42 PM

Hello-
As a former owner of a tackle shop on Cape Cod  ( from 1999-2018), I am very familiar with
the history and the decline of the Striped Bass. The conservative size limits enacted this year,
though late in coming, were crucial. If we are to see a return to a healthy fishery, it is vital that
the few remaining breeding sized females are protected. Please do not cave to the pressure that
is sure to come from the commercial/ charter boat side. They will blow smoke, with few facts
to back them up, but it is imperative that you guys stick to the plan. Thank you.
Jeff Clabault- former owner of
Forestdale Bait and Tackle.

mailto:jeffcccc@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Barbara
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Draft Addendum II for Striped Bass
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 10:47:06 PM

To the ASFMC,
I am a New Jersey resident and fisherwoman. I am writing to
submit my comments to Draft Addendum II. I don’t think the
addendum goes far enough to allow the striped bass to recover
from the over fishing I believe is rampant today.   With respect
to the options presented in draft addendum II, I choose the
following:
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

Regards,
Barbara

mailto:elshaer@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Suzanne Harchik
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comments on Striper Slot Limits
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 11:03:46 PM

To Whom It May Concern:
Please do not “cave” to the charter boat community.  The limit should be the same for all: 
public/private/groups/solitary angler.  Be more conservative with the Chesapeake Bay, Delaware River, Barnegat
Bay areas.
Suzanne Harchik
2250 Bear Den Road, Unit 303
Frederick, MD 21701
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:sharchik@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: nhlombardi
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum Il
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 11:05:29 PM

Dear ASMFC,

Please cancel the recreational and commercial season. Make Striped Bass a catch & release
fishery for 3-5 years so the stock and rebuild. There are far less big fish in my local waters of
Nantucket Island compared to 10 years ago. These fish take so long to grow, the remaining
biomass cannot handle the recreational and commercial pressure. Every year thousands of
tourists come here to Nantucket to go striper fishing. Our fishery needs to improve out here for
our local economy. We must achieve a 14.5% reduction in fishing mortality as soon as we
possibly can. PLEASE DO THE RIGHT THING FOR OUR ISLAND COMMUNITY. Thank
you!

Nick 

mailto:nicholashenrylombardi@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Greg Peterson
To: Comments; Emilie Franke
Cc: Greg Peterson
Subject: [External] Atlantic Striped Bass Draft Addendum feedback
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 12:05:10 PM

December 22, 2023

Ms. Emilie Franke, FMP Coordinator
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 N. Highland Street
Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, VA 22201
comments@asmfc.org
efranke@asmfc.org

Dear Ms. Franke:

Though we have never met, I am a member of the Falmouth Fisherman's Association, and I want
to provide feedback on the proposed options to maximizing the odds for successful rebuilding of
the Atlantic Striped Bass as shared with me by friends and fishing clubs I belong to.  I want to
note that as a recreational fisherman for more than 50 years across the USA, I am more
interested in protecting our resources then I am in offending any particular group of sportsmen
who may have a significant vested interest in the status quo.   Take that as my weak apology to
anyone put off by my comments and view of the situation.  

Thank you.

As to Fishery Status:
I support ASMFC to take the 14.5% reduction in removals needed to maintain the current
rebuilding timeline and not delay reductions until the 2024 stock assessment update. 

Given the situation and low odds that everything falls into place as planned,  I encourage ASMFC
to consider more aggressive options sooner before we reach a more extreme situation.  

I would consider more aggressive action now and increase the odds of successfully rebuilding
the fishery .

As to Management Options:
I urge ASMFC to only approve Addendum 2 with a package of measures that meet or
exceed a
50% probability of achieving the 14.5% reduction.

As to Ocean Recreational Fishery Options:

As to Option A Status Quo (28”-35” Slot Limit):

mailto:greg_peterson@hotmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org
mailto:greg_peterson@hotmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:efranke@asmfc.org


• I oppose the status quo option.

As to Option B (28” -31” slot limit):
• I support Option B because it provides the best chance of meeting the 14.5% reduction.

As to Option C (Split Mode – private anglers 28”- 31” slot &amp; for-hire anglers 28”-33”):
• To me “a recreational angler is a recreational angler” whether fishing from land, jetty, boat or
other.
• Any discussion of recreational mode splits should be an amendment level decision. Deep dive
discussions of separate allocation, separate monitoring, separate data requirements, separate
accountability measures and separate financial contributions must be had.
• Regardless, Option C provides less reduction in removals than Option B.
• Trip preservation is NOT the reason Addendum 2 was initiated and I urge ASMFC to reject this
option. (Another reason to reject trip preservation is education. Mode splits will discourage for-
hire operators &amp; customers from adapting business models &amp; expectations of catch to
the current state of the fishery.)

As to Option D (30” -33” slot limit): I do not support it.
• Option D only reduces mortality by 12.8% vs. 14.5% goal.

As to Option E (Split Mode – private anglers 30”-33” slot &amp; for-hire anglers 28”-33”):
• I oppose this option for the same reasons I oppose Options C &amp; D

As to Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options:
• I support Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the
same 2022 seasons because it meets the required 14.5% reduction goal.

As to Commercial Quota Reduction Options:
• I support a reduction of 14.5% to preserve the current rebuilding timeline.
• I support a reduction in the Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries of 14.5% to preserve
the current rebuilding timeline.

As to For-Hire Management Clarification, I support option A Status Quo
• Option B is unenforceable and fails to advance the purpose of Addendum 2.

As to Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements
• I support Option A Status Quo. For Hire &amp; private anglers face the same difficulties
when it comes to local filet at the dock prohibitions. This document fails to provide
justification that this option advances the purpose of Addendum 2.

As to Response to Stock Assessment: I support Option B—Board Action.
• I believe Recreational mode splits being placed into Addendum 2 with very little conservation
benefit is wrong and prefer ASMFC to use emergency action for a quick response and then
launch a formal Amendment 8 after the 2024 stock assessment.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide feedback.

Greg Peterson



Cape Cod.  



From: Will Poston
To: Comments; Daniel Ryan
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 12:05:17 PM

Dear Striped Bass Board, 

My name is Will Poston, and I am a DC resident that fishes for striped bass from DC
throughout much of the Northeast. I work for the American Saltwater Guides Association and
sit on the Board of the Friends of Fletcher’s Cove and the Tidal Potomac Flyrodders, but these
comments are on my behalf and represent my personal views alone. As a young conservation-
minded angler in my 20s, I have never experienced what a truly abundant striped bass
population looks like. Have I had some good fishing, absolutely I have. But I know it’s
nothing like it used to be, and now I’m hearing ominous comparisons to what is was like
before the stock’s crash in the late 70s. I’m seeing it too; DC’s schoolie bite in late spring has
been terrible in recent years, and reports from friends up and down the coast are saying there
are good fishing opportunities, but it is very concentrated and not as distributed as it should be.

Unfortunately, Addendum II alone will not rebuild stripers, but it will be an important step in
the right direction. While I am not against harvesting striped bass, and do take a legal fish
home from time to time, the collective striped bass community needs to keep as many fish in
the system as we can. Similarly, I am not against the commercial striped bass fishery.
However, I do believe what has been permitted in the Chesapeake Bay is completely
irresponsible and threatens the coastwise population. The fact that Maryland and Virginia are
allowed to harvest more fish in the Chesapeake (again the MOST important producer region)
than the entire Ocean fishery is absolutely insane. Similarly, the fact that the Chesapeake
Commercial fisheries will likely not comply with components of Draft Addendum II and are
not taking reductions off their landings is another grave concern. This harvest pressure on
immature and spawning fish is completely counter to our attempts to conserve and rebuild this
fishery. Once the failed year classes begin to enter SSB, we are going to see massive holes in
the population and SSB is going to decline. Striped Bass managers must maintain a long-term
view for this fishery that prioritizes abundance and precautionary management. 

Considering five consecutive years of recruitment failure in Maryland’s portion of the
Chesapeake Bay, the stock remaining in an overfished condition, and the rebuilding plan
projected to fail, I am calling on the Board to take the most conservative action through Draft
Addendum II to lower fishing mortality to the target and assist in rebuilding by 2029. 

Below are the options I support.  

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31" with 2022 seasons (all modes). 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1-fish at 19-23” with 2022 seasons (all modes). 
3.1.3 For-Hire Management: I do not support mode-splits at this time, but Option B—applicable only to patrons if a mode split is
selected. 
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting: Option B. 
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B. I would prefer to see the Chesapeake take a impactful quota reduction—i.e.
where a reduction would be expected to reduce landings. 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action. I know that I can talk to striped bass managers at any time to ask
questions or share my perspective, so I am not concerned about the limited public input through this option.
4.0 Compliance Schedule: Implement measures as soon as possible in 2024 to reduce fishing mortality. 

Thank you for considering these comments and please let me know if I can answer any questions or be of any assistance in and around
DC’s waters. 

mailto:willposton5@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:daniel.ryan@dc.gov


-Will Poston



From: Mark Philippe
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 12:10:39 PM

To the Commission Members,
I am writing you to express my selection of the options in Striped Bass Addendum II.
I am in favor of Options B and for the Chesapeake B1.
Thank you,
Mark Philippe
Burlington, CT
06013

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:markphilippe610@gmail.com
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From: Charlie Lauer
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Support option C for Striped Bass Management.
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 12:16:23 PM

Good morning, I consider myself a an avid angler and catching stripe bass is certainly my favorite type of fishing.

I recognize that in order to have fish in the future management is essential. As I release 99% of the fish that I catch.

I also recognize that charter and party boats are a valuable resource for CreAsian fisherman who are not able to own
a boat. as such, I feel that option that allows poor hire boats the best opportunity to service. Their customers who are
in frequent is the most logical choice. Thank you for your time.

Charlie Lauer

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:charlielauer@gmail.com
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From: Edward Moukawsher
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 12:29:23 PM

I have reviewed the above referenced proposal for addressing the plight of the declining
population and reproduction of the striped bass population and it is extremely disappointing
and inadequate. 
AMFC continues to protect and insulate the commercial exploitation of striped bass. This was
evident last year in the so-called emergency measure to reduce striped bass mortality that did
not include any restrictions on the commercial harvest but instead entirely targeted
recreational fishermen.  It was laughable to assert that an emergency measure was needed to
reduce bass mortality that may occur through catch and release while ignoring actual intended
and directed mortality in the commercial fishery.
The new proposed options permit commercial mortality of between 2,588,603 to 2,040,508
striped bass and it does not appear that there is any narrow slot for the size of this catch. 
The result will be that large fish of breeding size will still be harvested.  In  light of the dismal
run of the young of the year indexes of recent years, particularly an index of 1 this year, the
commercial harvest should be severely restricted, as the recreational fishery has been
restricted. 

Striped Bass Draft Addendum II is a pathetic response to a dire situation, making it clear that
the Commission is in the pocket of commercial interests. It foretells the destruction of one
more fishery by the "management" of the Commission.

mailto:edmouk48@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: James Mace
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Ammendment II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 12:35:23 PM

Everyone (private, charter and commercial) fishermen should all share equally in protecting
the resource and ensuring we all can enjoy ourselves.

I'm not 100% sold on the idea of a 28 to 31 inch slot.  That can be a tall order...Leading many
angles to catching many fish, while trying to find a slot fish.  Perhaps, lowering the slot to 24
to 28 inches...Many more angles would catch a slot fish and then call it a day.  Thereby
sparing many fish from being hooked and traumatized. 

Commercial harvest totals must be reduced.

Thank you

mailto:jimmace@gmail.com
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From: Chris
To: Comments
Subject: [External]
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 12:35:52 PM

 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
In my opinion would like to see 28-31 inch slot retained. I would like to see commercial quotas
brought in line with the recreational ones and ASMFC allowed to act immediately
On coming stock assessments. Thanks

mailto:cb50@optonline.net
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From: Anthony Sarcona
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 12:42:16 PM

Dear ASMFC,

My name is Tony Sarcona, a recreational fly angler in Maine. I would like to support option B across the board and
B1 for the Chesapeake Bay. We have an obligation as anglers and conservationists to protect and sustain the
dwindling remainder of the Atlantic Striped Bass population. I’ve been emailing, commenting, and participating in
the public hearings on Addendum II from the beginning. Although there is always a vast majority of public support
to not over fish and conserve the species, the actions of the board don’t always show the same momentum. The issue
is only getting worse, please decide to take action towards conservation, the entire Atlantic eco system relies on it.
Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Tony Sarcona

mailto:tony.sarcona@gmail.com
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From: Michael Nguyen
To: Comments
Cc: Ben Gowell
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 12:53:09 PM

Dear ASMFC Board,

I stand behind option B-1 (fish at 28-31") for the upcoming year 2024.

It is critical that managers continue efforts to protect the 2015 year-class. This will be one of
the many efforts that will help us successfully rebuild the SSB by the 2029 deadline.

Thank you,

Michael Nguyen

Michael D. Nguyen 
Graduate Research Assistant 
School of Marine and Environmental Programs 
University of New England 
 
This e-mail may contain information that is privileged and confidential. If you suspect that
you were not the intended recipient, please delete it and notify the sender as soon as possible.
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From: Scott LaRochelle
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 12:54:18 PM

As an avid and ethical recreational fisherman, I am writing due to my concerns regarding the
proposed regulations for the 2024 striped bass seasons. I would like to see option B for the
ocean season and option B1 for the Chesapeake Bay season. I do not fish in the ocean, I only
fish the Chesapeake Bay.  I am a proponent of circle hooks and responsible catch and
releasing any out-of-slot fish, with a strict adherence to bag limits.  
I would also like to see reduction fishing in the Bay for Menhaden eliminated.  The study of
Osprey chick mortality rates due to starvation by the Virginia Marine Institute and several
studies showing a correlation in striper populations linked to reduction fishing should provide
enough data to immediately consider stricter enforcement and lower harvest limits.

Respectfully,
Scott LaRochelle
Richmond, VA 

mailto:slarochellerva@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: James Shanley
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 12:55:03 PM

Emilie Franke
FMP Coordinator
1050 N. Highland St.
Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, VA 22201

Dear Ms. Franke,

I would like to go on record as supporting the following options for the Striped Bass Draft Addendum II:

3.1.1 Ocean recreational Fishery Options : Option B

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: Option B1

3.1.1 For-Hire Management Clarification: Option B

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B

I believe the above options have the best chance of helping ASMFC meet the stated 2029 rebuilding goal. In
addition, I believe that these Options spread the burden on all sectors of the fishery. Everyone must do their part if
we are going to hit the target.

I have been fishing for striped bass in New Hampshire and Massachusetts for thirty-five years and have seen what
can happen when strong conservation measures are enacted, and the resulting decline when they are relaxed. This
past season I caught no fish under 18”, the rest were between 24” and 36”. While it is always fun to catch big fish,
the lack of small fish gives me great concern for the future of the fishery.

Now is not the time to kick the can down the road. Now is the time for action on behalf of the fish and their future.

Thank you for recording my input.

Sincerely,

James Shanley
170 McKinley Rd
Portsmouth, NH 03801

mailto:james.shanley8@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: steven wax
To: Comments
Subject: [External] (Subject: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II)
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 1:03:56 PM

Hi.
I support section 3.1.4 filleting at sea.  The fishing charter boats need to do this so that they are
ready for the next charter.  Let the fisherman run their business the way it has always been.

I support section 3.2.1 option A. 
There is no need for a commercial Striped Bass reduction.  I believe it does not give any
benefit to conservation measures. The no reduction in bass would be minimal conservation
compared to what is needed in the overall recreational sector.   

 I support section 3.3 option A
Management needs to hear from the public a a separate meeting before deciding the future of
the fisheries.  Allow the public time to look at the scientific data.  This has been the status quo
for years and has worked well in other fisheries management.  There is no need to rush
management decisions. 

Please do not make fishing charters less profitable as they allow people to see the ocean, fish
and get in touch with nature.

Thank you,

Steven Wax
Rent Realty, LLC
rent617@gmail.com
6172012032
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From: Ken Moeller
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 1:07:00 PM

Hello,
 
My name is Ken Moeller and I'm a recreational angler living in the state of New Hampshire. I
appreciate the ASMFC taking the time and effort in reading this and considering my comments. The
following reflects the selections that I'd like to see come out of Addendum II:
 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31" with 2022 seasons (all modes). 
 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1-fish at 19-23” with 2022 seasons (all
modes). 
 
3.1.3 For-Hire Management: N/A per our positions, but Option B—applicable only to patrons if a
mode split is selected. 
 
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting: Option B. 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a
14.5% reduction to the ocean and Chesapeake fisheries. 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B
—Board Action. 
 
4.0 Compliance Schedule: Implement measures as soon as possible in 2024 to reduce fishing
mortality. Jurisdictions that do not implement Addendum II’s final management measures in 2024
should be found out of compliance.   
 
Thank you,
Ken Moeller
 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
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From: Zach
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 1:16:47 PM

Hey just letting you guys know what I see on the ground every summer, there are a ton of
people who don't know or care about slot limits, they kill schools and 30 pounders
indiscriminately. I think our best bet is to have a few years of just shutting down the striped
bass fishery. Have it be known in every tackle shop if you are caught with any striped bass
that is dead it is heavy fines and gear confiscation.. there are too many people who simply
don't care about the reasoning behind the slot limits. People can live for a few years without
eating a striped bass.

mailto:zachsabri@gmail.com
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From: Joseph Esposito
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 1:23:50 PM

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options - I support option B.
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options - I support option B-1.
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options - I support option B.
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment - I support option B.

mailto:joseph.esposito511@gmail.com
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From: Nicola cicero
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 1:24:15 PM

I'd  like to see current  regulations left unchanged  except  for more restrictions in the
Chesapeake to help the  escapement of juvenile striped bass 

mailto:nacicero51@gmail.com
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From: glenn@guydist.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 1:26:36 PM

OK with option B any slot
Would be good with extended closed season during summer.
Would favor fall season to run until late Dec. at least,  Like Potomac open til end of year.
 
If any catch and release were considered, I would favor barbless hooks.  I used them years ago when
chumming for stripers on a charter boat. I could release undersize fish without removing them from
the water or touching them.
Worked great, long as the captain didn’t see me.  He liked to measure everthing??
 
Glenn Guy
Leonardtown, Md
glenn@guydist.com
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From: Robert Trenz
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass management
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 1:47:13 PM

> I am writing to support the following options for draft addendum II:
>
> 3.1.1 Option B
>
> 3.1.2 Option B1
>
> 3.2.1 Option B
>
> 3.1.4 Option B
>
> 3..3 Option B
>
> I am writing these comments from New York State, where the NY DEC is attempting to work with share holders
that are aware of the issues we face on the Hudson River.
>
> "I think it is extremely important for the ASMFC Board to work and make decisions that allow the stripers an
opportunity for a fishing FUTURE for all of our children and grandchildren!!  It appears that they continue to kick
the can down the road to make difficult decisions. 
> I hope that they do not repeat the history of the shad of the Hudson River, now we are concerned about stripers for
the future.  I hate to use a historical reference but in this case it appears appropriate.
>
>  “When the situation was manageable it was neglected, and now that it is thoroughly out of hand we apply too late
the remedies which then might have effected a cure.  There is nothing new in the story.  It is as old as the sibylline
books….. Want of foresight,
> unwillingness to act when action would be simple and effective, lack of clear thinking, confusion of counsel until
the emergency comes, until self-preservation strikes its jarring gong-these are the features which constitute the
endless repetition of history”
> Winston Churchill, 1935.
>
Thank you for opportunity to comment on this issue./Capt. Bob Trenz  Off the Charters LLC  Sent from my iPhone

mailto:offthecharters@icloud.com
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From: Gregory Buckner
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 1:55:36 PM

Hello,

Capt. Gregory C. Buckner, owner of Miss Susie Charters. I strongly oppose any measures
which bring the Creel Limit to 1 fish per charter customer. I charter fish for a living and
employ a full time Captain to run my 2nd boat and have 2 full time first mates. I have a very
diverse clientele but with out a doubt, 50% to 60% of my clients will not charter with only one
fish creel limits. In addition, I believe it is imperative to keep the slot as wide as possible to
keep discard Mortality as low as possible. And it is super important that Maryland get
reduction credit for the recent announcement of no Spring Trophy Season.  Even if it is only a
3 to 5% reduction, ever little bit helps and hopefully would allow for a 19 to 26 inch slot.

Thank You,
Capt. Greg Buckner 
301 873 1327
Gcbuckner@hotmail.com 
Www.MissSusieCharters.com 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
Get Outlook for Android
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From: william martin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 2:00:27 PM

I am writing to share my preferences regarding protection of the iconic striped bass from
overharvest.  It is sad to see the population once again reach such disastrous low levels.  I have
fished for stripers for 80 years and during that time I have watched poor management
decisions bring us once more to crisis.

I favor the following options:  Option B on all decision choices..  And a 14.5% reduction or
more in commercial harvest.

That we still allow a so-called trophy season in Maryland is a ridiculously terrible choice.  It is
foolish that we allow fishing for small fish in the late summertime when high water
temperatures lead to the immoral killing of huge numbers of released undersized fish in the
upper bay (the future breeders).  That we fail to police the illegal wintertime overfishing from
unmanaged "ghost nets" is unconscionable.

That we only use license fees to finance enforcement is a failing source of funds needed to
protect striped bass.  We need to access general funds in Maryland.

William Martin, Ph.D.
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From: Garland Vance
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 2:03:00 PM

While we all want the striped bass fishery to prosper each group is biased for there on reasons. I would Hope
Virginia and Maryland would consider what the state of Florida has done with its fishery.
Every fish is a valuable resource not only to the states but to the residents whether they take part in fishing or not.
Each and every fish that is taken from the waters of our surrounding areas generates cash through out our economy
in both Virginia and Maryland, that long term economical impact should foremost in the current and future decisions
on how our states fishery is managed. No single interest should be given any more consideration than that of the
states own economical impact. Free state of Florida, the public and even the commercial fishing interests all have
benefited from how Florida manages its fisheries which produces the greats amount of tax revenue for all that live in
the state of Florida, those who fish or not….

Garland Vance
206 Wicomico Harbor Dr
Heathsvile, VA 22473

Sent from my iPhone
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From: joseph stemba
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stopped bass draft addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 2:08:10 PM

My personal thoughts are to protect the fish when spawning. To many guys targeting the
breeders using live bait like blood worms. Even if not mortaly hooked, stressed fish will
release eggs upon being caught because they are stressed. Keep limit on kept fish reasonable
to keep from over populating with the smaller fish.
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From: Tom Brightman
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 2:11:31 PM

Hello:

Thank your the opportunity to weigh in on the Striped Bass Draft Addendum II.

I am a resident of Dover, New Hampshire, and fish recreationally, both from shore and
occasionally from a guided boat. I fish approximately 20 or more days a season. I feel that the
striped bass fishery is on the brink of collapse, and that all states and sectors of the fishery
should be tasked with recovering the striper population. Therefore, I am I support of the
following options:
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes)

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across
all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to
both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action
Thank you again for the opportunity to comment on this important issue.

Tom Brightman, 1 Clearwater Drive, Dover, NH 03820 Cell 610-733-4974
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From: Tom Lilly
To: Comments
Cc: Emilie Franke
Subject: [External] Comments on striped bass Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 2:13:09 PM

( please acknowledge receipt if possible)
     I have read through your proposed addendum and I can’t find any reference to the striped bass food supply, or the
ERP science you spent 10 years developing. By ERP definition striped bass are the species “most sensitive “ to
menhaden harvest levels.
     You could have prevented the widespread damage to bay wildlife 10 or 15 years ago by protecting their food
supply from factory fishing. The spring migration of menhaden schools into the bay to rebuild the forage base for
our ospreys and spawning stock is relentlessly  targeted by factory purse seining and spotter planes. Our large
striped spawning fish are in those schools . Fish stick with their food supply. Thousands of schools are being caught
as they try to migrate to Maryland but nothing is done to protect them. What’s going on here that lets this go on and
on ?
   Millions of our children (and grandchildren) have grown up missing all the natural treasures the bay once offered.
Many have lost interest in trying to protect the bay because they have found you don’t listen and don’t care about
them.
      This Addendum could have recommended protections for the striped bass food supply. It still can. If you did this
you could start on a path to use the people’s natural resources to promote their happiness and welfare by restoring
Chesapeake Bay.
       I attended a service last night called “ Blue Christmas “ where people joined together to  seek comfort from
divorce, sickness or the grief of loosing a child, friend or spouse. Do you managers stop to think that the time all of
us have enjoying the Bay with the people we love is so fleeting and fragile. It came all come crashing down in a
heartbeat. Each of you managers have a lot of control over our quality of Bay life and culture, in short, the happiness
of people . Many of us now look back on those wonderful days we had on the bay when the kids were growing up to
help us get through the hard times now but today’s generation won’t have those wonderful memories to offset the
bad stuff. It hurts when we hear of the benefits to the ospreys and striped bass in NY and NJ due to abundant
menhaden because they outlawed factory fishing. This is what our children and grandchildren have missed out on in
Chesapeake Bay by this waste of our bay’s food supply. What they missed out on is gone forever. What about the
new generation? How will they be treated? That’s your decision about what you value.
    Tom Lilly.  Whitehaven MD
    

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Syed Abbas
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 2:32:28 PM

Hello,

1. Charter boats and private anglers should have same slot limits (28 to 33).

2. You should ban commercial fishing for stripers. They can catch other type of fish.

Specially in NY beaches/bays, we have very limited type of fish which we can catch, like
blues and stripers, limits should be lenient in NY and it should be more in other states.

If you will put too much regulations/restrictions, people will do more violations.

Regards,
Ali.

mailto:ali_vu@hotmail.com
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From: JOSEPH MUSTARI
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass draft addendum 2
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 2:33:21 PM

To whom it may concern,

My name is Joseph Mustari. I am a charter captain in New Jersey. I fish mainly the waters of
Raritan Bay both in New York and New Jersey. I believe that striped bass are
being overfished, and I’m in full support of option B with a 14.5% reduction to the
commercial quota. I do not support any mode splits.

Joseph Mustari
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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From: Tom Kling
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 2:34:43 PM

To: Emilie Franke,
My name is Thomas Kling, I reside in Monmouth County, NJ and live about a mile and a quarter from
the ocean. I am 72, retired, and Striped Bass fishing in the surf is my main retirement activity, I fish
pretty much every morning from April through December. I caught my first Striper in 1967 so I have
been doing this for awhile. So far this year I’m up to 258 bass, I usually only keep one bass a year
although this year I have not kept any. I have a BS in Marine Biology although I never really used it
since I went into a whole different career path. I will list what Options I am in favor of before I list a
few things that I see as problem areas in the Striped Bass fishery.
3.1.1 option B, 3.1.2 option B1, 3.1.3 option B, 3.1.4 option B (racks kept intact, I just read about a
Long Island boat being caught with short bass filets), 3.2.1 option B, and 3.3 option B.
 
Fishery problems:  As someone who is out on the beach almost every day I have noticed that since
COVID, participation in the striped bass fishery in NJ has grown enormously, there are places where I
don’t go on weekends because there are so many other anglers, even during the summer when
historically Striped Bass fishing is slow since most of the bass have migrated north there are still
many, many guys out there even during the week.  Also it seems like more fish are being kept, there
is a different mindset among the many new anglers out there about keeping every thing they can. 
Unfortunately I am also seeing many short fish come off the beach, I’ve seen guys bury fish in the
sand, go put one in the car and then come back and catch another and keep it, etc. There is a lot of
poaching going on in NJ. I am not sure how recreational landings are estimated but I personally think
the real number of fish being taken out of the fishery is higher than what is being estimated.
 
The Raritan Bay fishery in the spring is also an area that needs to be looked at, it is legal to start

fishing on March 1st for these fish that are beginning to gather before they head up the Hudson to
spawn. I personally don’t participate in this because I don’t think we should be targeting the pre-
spawn fish. I have gone up there and have been amazed at the number of people who do. From
what I hear from guys I know who do fish up there tell me poaching is rampant there as well. Plus
even if you are practicing catch and release  I think the mortality rate would be higher than the
estimated 9% when you catch a large female bass that is loaded with eggs. I would like to see some
kind of seasonal restriction on catch these pre-spawn fish, like not opening the fishery until May

15th  instead of March 1st.
 
NJ has a bonus tag program that allows anglers to keep a second bass in a slot size range, I don’t
believe other states have this option and its another thing that allows for a great deal of fish being
taken out of the population. Party boats run everyday and everyday most guys come home with 2
fish. If the population is in trouble the practice should be ended.
 
This year I have caught very few small fish, fish under 20 inches, and I don’t think this is a good sign,
most of my fish have been 24 -30 inch range, even now at the end of the fall run, I’m not seeing the
small fish we usually catch.
 

mailto:tkfins@optimum.net
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Striped Bass fishing has a long legacy at the Jersey Shore I hope you guys can come up with some
viable solutions to restore the stock to healthy levels.
 
Best Regards,
Thomas Kling



From: Albert Sergio
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 2:37:19 PM

 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
As someone who has shore-fished for Striped Bass since 1978, I well know the signs of the Striped
Bass population on the path to near-extinction, such as we experienced in the late 70’s/early 80’s. 
Accordingly, I support the following as regards ASMFC Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the
Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass:
 
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: I Support Option B —1-fish at 28 to 31″ with 2022
seasons (all modes)
 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: I support Option B1—Apply a standard minimum size
limit, maximum size limit, and bag limit to the Bay jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons. The minimum size shall be 19” and
the bag limit 1 fish. Maximum size limit of 23”.
 
3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): I support
Option B—For-hire management measures apply only to patrons during a for-hire trip; captain and
crew during a for-hire trip are subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits.
 
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: I Support Option B—For states that authorize
at-sea/shore-side filleting of striped bass, establish minimum requirements, including requirements
for: racks to be retained; skin to be left intact; and possession to be limited to no more than two fillets
per legal fish. States should consider including language about when and where racks may be
disposed of, specific to each mode allowed to fillet at-sea/shore.
 
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: I Support Option B—The ocean commercial fisheries and/or
Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries will be managed by quotas representing up to a 14.5% reduction from their
2022 quotas with their 2022 size limits. The Board will select the specific percent reduction between zero and
14.5%.
 
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: I Support Option B—The Board could respond via Board action where the
Board could change management measures by voting to pass a motion at a Board meeting instead of developing
an addendum or amendment and different from the emergency action process.
 
 
Regards,
 
Albert Sergio
1705 Tall Oak Lane
Toms River, NJ 08755
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From: STANLEY WATKINS
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 2:38:01 PM

It is difficult to see how the minimal proposed reductions are going to change the
direction of the collapse of our fishery
Please close trophy season and keep season closed until spawning fish have left the
Bay
Eliminate fishing on the Flats until spawn is over
Restrict # of lines on boats to one per person
One fish 19-23 is reasonable
Decrease Bay and Coast commercial catch by 25-30%
Stripers are in terrible shape--a 15 or 20% reduction is NOT enough.  Unless you take
definitive action - will need a complete closure.
We are beyond "sustainable harvest" at this point.  Look at the facts and not the
politics.
Stanley Watkins

mailto:stanleywatkins@comcast.net
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From: Buck Smith
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum 3
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 2:46:59 PM

I believe that putting tighter restrictions on the commercial side of the fishery would definitely
ease some of the pressure.   As the commercial fisherman can take yearling as well as breeding
age fish, the detrimental effect to the stock has to be part of the decline of the fishery.

Buck Smith 
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From: Casey Dixon
To: Comments
Subject: [External]
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 2:51:41 PM

I feel commercial fishing should have tighter regulations if we are serious about building a
larger population of striped bass. But that's only my opinion.

Thank you for your time,
Casey Dixon 
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From: Joe Pheifer
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 2:58:54 PM

Hello,

I am a recreational fisherman from New Jersey and the striped bass is the most important
species in our coastal waters. I am deeply concerned about the current stock levels was and
poor spawning results.

Regarding Draft Addendum II, please see my preferences below to best manage the striped
bass fishery.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action. 

Furthermore, please note that I not support mode splits. I believe that the Recreational sector
(private and charter/for-hire) should continue to be managed under the same regulations. 

Thank you.

Joe Pheifer
84 John Street
Red Bank, NJ 07701

Sent from my iPhone
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From: gj.beidler@comcast.net
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 2:59:06 PM

To whom it may concern;
I am a surf fisherman from Pennsylvania who fishes the Jersey coast. I continue to be
concerned with this particular fishery not only today, but for future generations of
fisherman. Therefore,I support the following options for for draft addendum II:
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B
Fisheries should be managed for abundance, not yield. I ask that science and good
economic data drive decisions and not policy and politics because when there are
more fish in our waters, it becomes a win-win for all.
Thank you,
-Greg B (PA) 
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From: Glen Truelove
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass addium 11
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 2:59:59 PM

Keep the size limit the same on private boats and boats for hire.
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From: Liam Rosati
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 3:01:54 PM

Greetings, and Merry Christmas!
 
I am writing in favor of the following options-
 
3.1.1) Option B
 
3.1.2) Option B
 
3.1.3) Option B
 
3.4)  Option B
 
Thank you.
 
Regards,
 
Liam
 
Liam Rosati  ><(((((*>
PO Box 872, Old Lyme, CT 06371, USA
Tel 800-628-1447 (US) 860-434-9624
Fax 860-434-8605
Email: Liam@angleradventures.com
Website: www.angleradventures.com
Facebook: http://facebook.com/angleradventures Blog: http://angleradventures.wordpress.com/ 
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From: John T. Billings
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 3:02:10 PM

Dear ASMFC Striped Bass Board:

My name is John Billings. I am a recreational angler. I formerly worked as a mate on for-hire charters and
head boats out of Chesapeake Beach, MD, and I am a holder of a MD LCC commercial crabbing licence
(no striped bass allocation, of course). Most importantly, I am a father of three young anglers. I want to
preserve the fishery for them.

My son and I attended the hearing in Annapolis - thank you for holding this. It was great to hear the
opposing viewpoints. 

I support the following specific options, with explanations below:

Recreational Coast: Option B -  28-31” for all fisheries.
Recreational Bay: Option B1 19-23” for all modes
Commercial: Option A. Status Quo
Board Response:   B. Board Action. 
Implementation dates:  ASAP

Option B1 will protect the 2015, 2017, and 2018 class years. In this time of low recruitment and increased
harvest, it is best to protect a wider range of breeding populations, especially because the 2017 and 2018
year class is just beginning to reach full spawning productivity.

I do not support separating "for-hire" and "private" modes. We are all recreational fishermen and should
be treated equally. I understand the Captain's concerns that they may have a reduction in clientele if they
can only keep one striped bass, but there are other fish in the water for harvest. Yes, they may have to
adapt to the changing times, but we all do. Speckled sea trout, white perch, redfish, bluefish, Spanish
mackerel  and sea bass are all available to catch as well. They can supplement any client's desire for
meat with most of these options, and nearly all can be caught using the same or very similar techniques
and equipment they currently employ. 

A 14.5% reduction in the commercial harvest is not necessary with quotas at their current level. They do
not currently fill their quota and the data indicates that increase in harvest is due to the recreational angler
and for-hire boats. Commercial overall take is relatively low (albeit not insignificant). Harvest is, by its
nature, the necessary objective of a commercial fishery. For the recreational angler, harvest is not the
sole objective.

Assuming the Board does allow for a modicum of public comment, as described in the Addendum II
document for public comment, the Board should be able to act in reaction to the upcoming stock
assessment. The interests and comments are not likely to be significantly different from what you have
heard in response to Addendum II. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment. 

Merry Christmas!,

John T. Billings
Email: john.t.billings@gmail.com
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From: Mike Jones
To: Comments; Patrick Paquette; Mike Jones
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II Comment
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 3:08:32 PM

Good afternoon, Emily,
 

 As an Avid Striped Bass enthusiast since
1970 when I caught my first Striped Bass,
I have seen the status of the resource
roller coaster several times.  You would
think from a management standpoint that
previous lessons learned would be crucial
in future management decisions when it
comes to protecting the resources. 
Unfortunately, recent management
decisions by ASMFC seem to be hyper
focused on the dollar and not the
resource!    I understand Socioeconomics
of the recreational fisheries but also know
that the true economic impact to the
fishery is $0 if there is no viable
Striped Bass Stock.    The recent mindset
of go get'em while you can, has taken hold
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of anyone that stands to make a dollar at
the expense of the Striped Bass knowing
that the days of available slot sized fish is
quickly closing with the poor YOY
recruitment statistics. 

- 3.0 Proposed Management Options I
agree with the analysis that a 14.5%
reduction from 2022 removals is
necessary to achieve the F target in 2024. 
I urge ASMFC to place maintaining the
current rebuilding timeline as the top
priority of this addendum and urge ASMFC
to only approve Addendum 7 with a
package of measures that meet or exceed
a 50% probability of achieving the 14.5%
reduction.

- Option B (28” -31” slot limit):  I fully
support adoption of Option B because it
provides the best chance of meeting the
14.5% reduction needed to maintain the
current rebuilding timeline.



- Option C (Split Mode – private anglers
28”-31” slot & for-hire anglers 28”-33”): 

I, Vehemently OPPOSE any SPLIT
MODE!   Recreational fishing is 1 MODE! 
anything else is a money grab.  I pay very
similar operational cost to enjoy my time
on the water.  Why should I or anyone else
fishing recreationally be prejudiced upon
because we choose not to make a quick
dollar while enjoying a cash business / tax
break taking non boat owners for a boat
ride.   There are Great For-Hire captains
who run successful charter business
without any assistance from perks of the
lobbyists who influence management
decisions.   Preservation of fishing trips
applies to every boater, not just a select
few. 

Thank You.



Mike Jones
Carver, Massachusetts 
 



From: Steve Bosley
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 3:09:28 PM

I agree with the changes.  Wouldn't hurt if the fishery went total catch and release for a season
or two 
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From: Brandon Poulter
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Management
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 3:14:11 PM

We should put a moratorium on Striped Bass until the stocks in the Chesapeake Bay recover.
It's probably too late already but these fish have gone from overwhelmingly abundant to
scarce in a decade. I feel like I'm reliving my childhood during the 80s when stripers were like
unicorns. But it wont matter what happens unless we can do away with the harvesting of
menhaden inside of the Chesapeake Bay. Period. 

mailto:yakfishingb@gmail.com
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From: Brian Nolt
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 3:22:14 PM

Hello,
I am a recreational fisherman that enjoys fishing the New Jersey coast for striped bass. I have
fished both on charter boats and from the shore. I do not believe that there should be any
"mode split" or different slot limits for charter boats and private anglers. I think they should all
abide by a 28-31" slot limits. Furthermore, I don't think the season should be shortened to
avoid stressing the large cows that are trying to spawn in the Chesapeake Bay.
Best Regards,
Brian

mailto:briantnolt@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Kristi Grahame
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comments on Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 3:29:24 PM

Dear ASMFC,

While I believe an equitable harvest moratorium for recreational and commercial fishing
would be the most appropriate, and most effective, way to rebuild Atlantic Striped Bass
fishery, I would like to voice my support for the following Options available within the Draft
Addendum II to Amendment 7:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery: I support Option B—1-fish at 28 to 31" with 2022 seasons
(all modes), as it produced the greatest overall harvest reduction and further protects the 2015
year class.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: I support Option B1—Apply a standard
minimum size limit, maximum size limit, and bag limit to the Bay jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons.
The minimum size shall be 19” and the bag limit 1 fish. Maximum size limit of 23”. Again,
this produces the greatest overall reduction of -22.4% and the greatest harvest reduction of
-38.4%. After 5 years of very poor spawns in the Chesapeake Bay, it is time for some
simplification and a narrow slot.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): I
support Option B—For-hire management measures apply only to patrons during a for-hire
trip; captain and crew during a for-hire trip are subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits.
This is only fair in keeping anglers honest. For bass populations to recover under these
protections, we must do all that we can to make sure fish are legally harvested and within the
slot limit. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: I support Option B at the largest possible
reduction rate of 14.5%—The ocean commercial fisheries and/or Chesapeake Bay
commercial fisheries will be managed by quotas representing up to a 14.5% reduction from
their 2022 quotas with their 2022 size limits. The Board will select the specific percent
reduction between zero and 14.5%.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: I support Option B—The Board could respond via Board
action where the Board could change management measures by voting to pass a motion at a
Board meeting instead of developing an addendum or amendment and different from the
emergency action process.

Thank you in advance for listening to our calls to protect this beautiful ecosystem.

Kristi Grahame

mailto:kristi.grahame@gmail.com
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From: Zach Faucher
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 3:31:36 PM

Hi Emilie,
Below are my comments regarding draft addendum II. I have noticed a drastic decline in the striper
population in the areas that I fish on Cape Cod and also Long Island sound in CT. While there are still
some fish left in prime areas the remainder of the sea is void of stripers. We also seemed to be
lacking the small schoolie stripers this year that are typically present. This coincides with the poor
spawns in recent years. The latest report on the poor spawn in the Hudson River is not too promising
either. I think that anything that can be accomplished to preserve the current population a stripers
should be implemented to help this fishery rebound as quickly as possible.
 
Section 3.1.1 I think that Option B is best. 1 fish at 28”-31”. I don’t think there should be any special
exceptions for the for hires like the other options suggest.
Section 3.1.2 I think that option B1 is best. The smallest slot limit seems like the better option for the
striper population.
Section 3.1.3 I think that option B preferred
Section 3.1.4 Option B preferred
Section 3.2.1 Option B preferred assuming this equals an actual reduction in commercial quota.
Section 3.3 Option B preferred. A more expedited response sounds like the better option.
 
Thanks,
Zach Faucher
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
 

mailto:zach11979@hotmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: Ryan Brock
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 3:33:36 PM

It's obvious that management efforts to this point have been short sighted or downright
negligent.  Half measure after half measure hasn't solved anything.  A conservative approach
has put us in a place where stocks haven't been for 35-40 years. Drastic measures need to be
taken. 

I'm 100% behind a complete moratorium. No harvest of striped bass period.  Recreational and
commercial, until a time where stocks have had a chance to rebuild enough to insure future
commercial and recreational harvest will be viable in a sustainable way.  

I want my ten month old son to be able to experience striper fishing.  If things keep going the
way they're going that won't be possible in his lifetime.  

mailto:rwb1500@gmail.com
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From: Chris Comeau
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum 11
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 3:40:16 PM

Keep the slot 28-31”

Eliminate commercial fishing entirely

Implement a maximum recreational size limit in the Chesapeake bay

No mode splits , same size for private and charter

I fish in Maine , Massachusetts and New Hampshire. I’ve caught more big fish in the last 2-3 years than I’ve ever
caught in over 20 years . I’m not seeing a ton of schoolies like I used to so it’s a bit concerning for the future .

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:comeauc79@icloud.com
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From: Joan Hildreth
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Management
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 3:44:21 PM

Greetings,

For the past ten years my son, a fishing guide, and I have fished for stripers in southern Maine.
 We fish from shore as well as from his boat, releasing all the stripers we catch.   We believe
in and support the conservation efforts protecting our striped bass population.  I support the
long term management options listed below:

Sent from my iPad

 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: I Support Option B—1-fish at 28 to 31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes)
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: I Support Option B1
3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): I Support Option B
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: I Support Option B
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: I Support Option B
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: I Support Option B

Thank you for your time.
Joan Hildreth
Hancock, ME

Sent from my iPad

mailto:joanhild0808@gmail.com
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From: Kevin Howley
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Base Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 3:48:58 PM

As a New England saltwater fisher of over 60 years, I'd like to address this draft.

First, the options I support:

3.1.1  -  option B
3.1.2  -  option B1
3.2.2  -  option B
3.1.4  -  option  B
3.3     -  option  B

Second, a few words. As I mentioned, I've fished our east coast for a long time, mostly my
home state of MAINE and the coast of Rhode Island, but also some in Connecticut and
Florida.
I've seen the ups and downs and do not want my children to have to face the  particularly scary
moments that might be ahead of us if we fail to protect our resources now. 
I do feel that most fishers right now value the experience much more than simply taking home
a fish or two. And even the smaller numbers that do complain usually seem to forget about
those complaints in a couple years, seeming grateful for the better resource.So that
conversation has changed dramatically over the past 10 or 15 years. People get it now. Yes,
there's always the guy looking to sneak an illegal fish, the guy who only considers what he
wants, when he wants it--which, of course, is always right now. But that is not most people
any more.
So I strongly feel that we'd be better off erring on the side of too much protection (if there is
such a thing) if that is the choice. The dollars being spent now are for the experience, not the
end product. My son and his generation--Gen X- seem almost entirely experience driven, as
are the millennials. Both generations, I think, will be very disappointed in us if we mess things
up for them, so that they never get to experience what I was luckily enough to experience, just
because we acted instead to please a minority who's only concerns were for immediate
gratification.
(Also, I oppose the idea of letting some areas, or some states, play by looser rules.Chesapeake
Bay and Ocean waters, for example, should both share the one fish requirement. It will
benefit everyone, including them, in the long run.)

Thank you for the work you do. I think it's more than a job; I think it's a sacred trust, and I
appreciate you caring for the fish and ocean so many of us love. I'm sure that's not always
easy.
Have a Nice Holiday!

Kevin Howley
Wilton, Maine.
 

mailto:kevinfhowley@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Lacie Gaskins
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Amendment 7 Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 4:01:01 PM

As a commercial striped bass tag holder, I do not support any additional cuts to commercial
striped bass quota. With the tagging system currently in place commercial quota can be easily
regulated and has been proven to be consistent year over year. The issue with the decline is
the catch and release mortality by recreational fishermen. It's not justifiable to cut the
commercial quota, yet again, of those who use it to make a living for an afternoon of fun
reeling in fish to throw back. 

mailto:tlgaskins@hotmail.com
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From: Goguen, Rod
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Fisheries
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 4:03:32 PM

As a occasional recreational fisherman for striped bass, I am concerned about  the future
fishing for that species. 
With a 28" - 31", 1 fish limit, I believe that the recreational  fishermen have sacrificed the
maximum. Any further reduction in the amount  of fish taken needs to come from  charter
boats and commercial fishing. Any further  reduction to the recreational  fisherman would
severely hurt the amount of recreational  fishermen.
All fishermen should abide by the same length.

Thank you for reading this email and allowing  me to state my concerns. 

Rod Goguen 
Maine Saltwater Fisherman

mailto:rgoguen@haartz.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: MARY-K ROACH
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 4:03:57 PM

To the commissioners at ASMFC:
As a recreational angler on the Chesapeake Bay, who spends 20-50 days a year
pursuing striped bass on my own boat or with professional fishing guides, I am very
concerned about the state of the fishery.
Per the data shared on the YOY index over the last 5 years, and the SSB levels
understood to presently exist, I am in favor of the following Addendum II options from
the ASMFC council:
Ocean Fishery: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes). 
This will help protect the all too important 2015 year class from over-harvest.
Chesapeake Bay Fishery: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all Chesapeake
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.
Commercial Fishery: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and
Chesapeake Bay Quotas.
Commercial fishermen must share in the sacrifice. No more favorites - Chesapeake
bay commercial captains must see the same reductions in harvest.
Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action. 
The board must review the latest stock data in 2024 and quickly act to recover this
fishery.

I ask you do everything possible to quickly rebuild the stock and fishery for this
important, economically valuable and slow growing fish species. All fishery user
groups (including commercial fishermen and charter guides) as well as all states
should share in the same level of sacrifice. We owe it to the fish, our fellow fishermen,
and future generations of fishermen.
Thank you.
Ed Roach
Maryland Resident from Calvert County

mailto:ehroach@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Alan Meadows
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 4:04:01 PM

I would like to show my support for the proposed striped bass regulations, shown below.

Option B2, Slot Size 19"-24"/ Bag Limit 1 Fish 
Option B1, Slot Size 19"-23" / Bag Limit 1 Fish 

While there are many ideas to improve the striped bass populations, I don't believe there is one
solution. 
The slot limit similar to what has worked for the red rum is a good starting point. 

The entire Chesapeake Bay ecosystem should be considered important for the recovery
process.
The elimination of industrial netting in the entire bay should be considered the most important
step. Nets have historically caught and killed everything they get near and  have on multiple
occasions left wildlife dead on our shorelines.
 Eliminating the industrial removal of fin fish, with bait fish, marine mammals, sea turtles and
prized game fish as bycatch, should be considered, regardless of ANY political pressure.

 Regards,
Alan L. Meadows
Huntingtown, Maryland 

mailto:meadowsalan89@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: James Oleksa
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 4:09:41 PM

Stop the destruction of the striped bass population by stopping all commercial pillage of
Menhaden im out water by Omega.  That is the most important and viable way to help our
stripes bass and the health of our bay and many other species.  Their bycatch of striper alone
exceeds any recreational fishing mortality in any given year.

STOP MENHADEN fishing by Omega!!!

James Oleksa 

mailto:dr.oleksa@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Evan
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 4:09:45 PM

I have just started fly fishing for strippers and would like to continue for my whole life. Please protect them.
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:eangelo55@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Myron Schulman
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 4:16:03 PM

Dear Commission Members:

The future of the Striped Bass population is unquestionably on the decline again.

I strongly favor Option B and for the Chesapeake - B1.

Thank you,

Myron Schulman
West Hartford, CT
06107

mailto:myron.schulman@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Harry Johnson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addemunt 2
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 4:17:41 PM

Catch and release single hook only, no commercial  fishing.

mailto:w2ftcw@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Greg Erisman
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 4:18:20 PM

Make it a game fish . Stop the netting and hook and line . Charters same as regular boats . They make 3 trips a day
every one nose it .
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jngerisman@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: John Ballance
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 4:26:09 PM

Against
J. H. Ballance Jr.

mailto:jhballancejr@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Kenny Mendez
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 4:30:44 PM

VIA EMAIL

Emilie Franke
FMP Coordinator
1050 N. Highland Street
Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, Virginia 22201

Dear Ms. Franke and ASMFC Commissioners,

I am writing to express my concerns and recommendations as a passionate recreational angler
deeply committed to the preservation of the striped bass population. Since 2019, most of my
fishing has been in the Washington, DC area on the Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay.  I
also fish the coastal waters of Rhode Island and the South Coast of Massachusetts. From 1993-
2012, I spent significant time fishing in Casco Bay in Maine, the waters of Nantucket, and
Monomoy Island on Cape Cod. I discovered fishing for striped bass immediately after the
1985-1990 moratoriums and I experienced the benefits of that moratorium in subsequent years
with robust populations in these waters. Since the late 1990's, I have experienced a decline in
the volume of fish in all these areas. Unless we act now to conserve striped bass stocks, I
believe we will need another moratorium to allow the stocks to recover. 

The health and sustainability of this iconic species are crucial not only for our recreational
enjoyment but also for the overall ecological balance of our coastal ecosystems. I urge the
commission to implement conservative harvest limits that prioritize the recovery of the striped
bass population. It is imperative to base these limits on the best available scientific data to
accurately assess the current state of the fishery. Implementing protective slot limits, which
prohibit the harvest of fish within a certain size range, can contribute significantly to the
preservation of the spawning stock. By allowing more reproductive individuals to reach
maturity, we can enhance the overall health of the striped bass population.

With this in mind, I support the following within Addendum II

Ocean Recreational Options: Option B--1 fish at 28-31" with 2022 seasons (all modes)
Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1--1 fish at 19-23" across all
Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons
Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.
No mode splits
Response to Stock Assessment: Option B--Board Action.

I commend the ASMFC for its efforts to address the challenges facing the striped bass fishery
through Addendum II. As stakeholders, it is our collective responsibility to ensure that we
strike the right balance between conservation and recreational opportunities to guarantee the
long-term viability of the striped bass population. I urge the ASMFC to prioritize the
conservation of the striped bass population in Addendum II. By adopting science-based,
precautionary measures and involving stakeholders in the decision-making process, we can

mailto:kenneth.mendez@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


work together to ensure a thriving and resilient striped bass fishery for generations to come.

Thank you for your dedication to the stewardship of our marine resources.

Sincerely,

Kenny Mendez
Arlington, VA and Tiverton, RI



From: Robert Pistorino
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 4:35:17 PM

Hi
I’m a 67 year old guy who has been passionately been fishing for strippers all over cape cod since I was 12.  I’ve
done a little comm fishing for them too.
I can see the writing on the wall, I’ve been to a few meetings and listening to Dr. Armstrong just amplifies what I
have noticed over the last decade.  The fish here  are not near as omnipresent as they ounce were. I’ve caught 300 or
so bass this year. ( all released ) I doubt ten were under 20 inches.  I know what that means. 
I’m in favor for as much restrictions and reductions as possible.  My gut tells me it’s pointless until the YOY
improves, as unlikely as that seems. 
So, I support keeping the current slot limit of 28-31 inches for everyone, including charter fishermen. I fear it’s just
to extend the fishing for a few more years before as Dr Armstrong referenced, “The train is coming.”
Thank you for your attention.
Bob Pistorino

Sent from my iPad

mailto:robertpistorino@gmail.com
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From: Bran Dougherty-Johnson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 4:36:35 PM

Dear Ms Franke and the Striped Bass Management Board members:

I am a surfcaster from Long Island, NY and I am writing in to comment on the Draft
addendum proposals. I love fishing for striped bass! I noticed a huge decline in small schoolies
this year, while the 28" - 37" fish in my area seemed to be way more prevalent. I support these
options:

Ocean Recreational Fishing Options:
Option B:  1 Fish @ 28-31”
This will continue to protect the 2015 Year Class
 
Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishing Options:
Option B1:  1 Fish @ 19-23” across all Chesapeake Bay Jurisdictions
 
Commercial Quota Reductions Options:
Option B:  14.5% reduction for both Ocean and Bay Quotas
 
Response to Stock Assessment:
Option B:  Board Action
reduce time to it takes to reduce mortality

Thank you very much for your work, I wish to urge you to manage the fishery for abundance
and rebuilding the stock as soon as possible.

Best,
Bran Dougherty-Johnson

mailto:bran@brandoughertyjohnson.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Francis Hemsley
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass draft addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 4:47:47 PM

Good afternoon,
This is in response to the proposed new regulations concerning striped bass on and around the Chesapeake Bay. We
are in support of Chesapeake Bay Recreational Option C2.

It is of utmost importance that more accurate scientific data is collected before life altering and industry changing
regulations are put into effect. Economic impact surveys need to be administered to truly understand the overall
impact newly proposed regulation would have on the bay. We are not just talking about commercial watermen or
charter boat operations. This has the potential to be devastating to an entire industry.

Data also needs to be collected regarding the harvesting of the Chesapeake’s food source at the mouth of the bay,
resulting in thousands of dolphin migrating into brackish waters to chase their food. Historically, the middle to
upper Chesapeake never saw the amount of dolphin that make their way there now, and to put it bluntly, are
wreaking havoc on all species, most importantly the striped bass and crab. As the dolphin make their way up the
bay, they “bottle neck” the striped bass into pockets of the bay and rivers, frantic and desperate to escape the
dolphin. This has been an on-going, unnatural occurrence in the Chesapeake for as long as Canadian-owned
company, Omega, from Reedville, VA, have been allowed to over harvest and deplete the Menhaden population at
the mouth of the bay. Coincidence?
The striped bass are not being over harvested by commercial fisherman or charter boats. Until Omega is held
responsible and the right scientific data is analyzed, nothing will change. This includes the young-of-the-year
testing. These tests are inaccurate from the beginning, being analyzed from several locations on the Chesapeake that
are known blue catfish territories. Literally zero testing is conducted in areas where there are the highest
concentrations of striped bass.
We need better, more accurate data, before a serious talk in regulation needs to be considered.
Thank you for your time.
Best,
Crew aboard the Pal-O-Mine

mailto:greatwyecharters@gmail.com
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From: Bob Burger
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass changes
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 4:56:27 PM

Hello

I would like to make my opinions part of the public record regarding striped bass management.  They are a stock
that is overfished and regulations should continue to ensure that the stock is rebuilt in an appropriate amount of time.
This is not the time to start making accommodations to the for-hire industry to allow the taking of moser fish to
make their lives easier.  They are making a living off a public resource that belongs to the fishing PUBLIC.  Please
ensure that the current regulations remain in place to help stripers recover

Thank you

Bob Burger
Guilford CT

mailto:bsqared@sbcglobal.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: mheadly052@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 5:05:40 PM

To Whom It May Concern—as a long time Mid Atlantic and Chesapeake Bay angler, I am writing to
provide comment on the ASMFC’s Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery
Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass.  In general, I support the most conservative measures
proposed (and indeed would support even tighter restrictions) for both recreational and commercial
fishing.   Of the options proposed in the document, I am in favor of the following:
 
Recreational Coast—Option B
Recreational Chesapeake Bay—Option B1
Commercial –14.5% reduction
Board Response B for Board Action
Implementation—ASAP
 
I appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments.
 
Mark Headly
8431 Red Fox Lane
Warrenton, VA  20186
 
 

mailto:mheadly052@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Colin Temple
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 5:10:34 PM

Good evening ASMFC striped bass board,

I am writing to you this evening as a primarily shore based recreational fly angler from
Massachusetts. My goal for all fisheries is that they are managed for abundance. Everyone
benefits from an abundant stock. I am glad to see Addendum II being formed but I do still
worry that we aren't doing enough to rebuild the stock before 2029.

The basis of my comments and feedback is that the board should exercise all options to
maximize reductions across all geographies and sectors. I do not support a mode split as I
believe it is not aligned with the primary goal of rebuilding the stock by 2029.

I support the following options:

For Ocean Recreational (3.1.1) - Option B - 1 fish at 28-31"

For Chesapeake Bay  Recreational (3.1.2) - Option B - 1 fish at 19-23"

For Commercial Quota  (3.2.1) - Option B - a 14.5% reduction to BOTH the Ocean &
Chesapeake Bay quotas

For Response to Stock Assessment (3.3) - Option B - I would like to see the board take action
based on the newest available information 

Thank you very much for taking the time to review these comments. 

Best regards,
Colin Temple 

-- 
Colin J Temple 
(802)558-6431

mailto:templec4@gmail.com
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From: Richard E
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 5:13:10 PM

Hello ASMFC, 
I am a long time Maine striper fisherman who would like to add my comments to the
upcoming discussions: 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: I Support Option B—1-fish at 28 to 31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes)
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: I Support Option B1
3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): I Support Option B
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: I Support Option B
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: I Support Option B
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: I Support Option B

Thank you, 

Richard Everett
Camden, ME
207-664-8647

mailto:richardeverettcooking@gmail.com
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From: Kyle Schaefer
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 5:15:30 PM

Good Evening,

Please see below for my selections on draft addendum II.  I am a full time charter captain in
Maine. 

I also want to note that it is clear that these measures will likely not be effective enough to
meet the rebuilding timeline especially when you consider 5 years or spawning failure. 

Confidence in ASMFC is at a low and likely only going lower as we continue to watch stripers
collapse due to a lack of proactive, transparent and bold actions from the commission. We
sincerely hope the commission will take a good look at how stripers and all stocks are being
managed and consider fixing this broken system. 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action. 

Best,

Kyle Schaefer
603.969.3050
Soul Fly Outfitters // Maine
Soul Fly Lodge // Bahamas
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:kyle@soulflyoutfitters.com
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From: Patrick Mickles
To: Comments
Subject: [External]
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 5:23:33 PM

All of these regulations are only as good as the enforcement of them. I've saw many illegal
Stripers get thrown into coolers this fall as well as not handling the fish correctly. We need
more fish and game wardens up and down the entire east coast if the rule makers are serious
about the conservation of Stripe Bass. East coast State Governor's need to put some money on
their Budgets for this beloved game fish.

mailto:micklespatrick@gmail.com
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From: Jacob Jaskiel
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comment
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 5:28:28 PM

To whom it may concern,

My name is Jacob Jaskiel, I am from Massachusetts, and I am an avid recreational surfcaster
and lover of striped bass. Below are the options for draft addendum II that I support, followed
by an additional sentence or two about why I believe more aggressive conservation action is
needed in order to avoid a stock collapse and continue the benefits of the fishery to as many
stakeholders as possible.

I support:
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

I firmly believe that aggressive interventions via reductions in commercial/recreational
harvest, shifting slots to protect key year classes, and increased enforcement of existing
regulations will be key in retaining some of the remaining biomass we have until the large
gaps in the age structure of the fishery are filled through successful (hopefully) future
spawning events. Ideally, I would prefer striped bass receive the status "gamefish" throughout
the Atlantic coast to preserve the iconic fishery on which so many people depend. Including
more aggressive conservation action in future drafted changes to regulations would be useful
in gauging public support on such issues.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the draft addendum. 

Best regards,
Jacob Jaskiel

mailto:jacobjaskiel@gmail.com
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From: Brian Collins
To: Comments
Cc: Emilie Franke
Subject: [External] ASMFC striped bass Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 5:30:06 PM

Hello, the Addendum II for striped bass is woefully remiss to exclude the over harvesting of Menhaden in the
Chesapeake Bay.

The Chesapeake Bay is a separate ecosystem for Menhaden and Striped Bass from the ocean and is the nursery for
90% of East Coast Striped Bass where the Striped Bass live for 9 years before heading to the ocean.

We are starving the fish and the stock is collapsing along with Osprey nesting. 

What can explain the exclusion of consideration of industrial fishing of Menhaden in the Chesapeake Bay for
preserving the Striped Bass population on the East Coast. 

Blaming recreational and commercial fishing of striped bass alone is an incomplete analysis and science to solve the
problem. 

Thanks, Brian
Brian Collins
brian.c1@me.com
703-795-8169

mailto:brian.c1@me.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org


From: Will Fabian
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 5:33:56 PM

Hello, 

I would like to comment in support of Addendum II options 3.1.1 B, 3.1.2 B1, and 3.2.1 B and
urge for stronger, more conservative action to preserve the fishery.

As a recreational angler, I would like to see a complete restriction in both the recreational and
commercial harvest of fish until stocks return to sustainable level. 

Please also consider a seasonal harvest restriction in the Housatonic river from November -
April.

Thank you, 
Will Fabian

mailto:wfabian145@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Justin Mangiante
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum 2
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 5:37:41 PM

I support option b across the board and option b1 for Chesapeake bay

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jsmoney87@icloud.com
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From: Sean Savage
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 5:48:48 PM

Hello,

I'm an angler who loves fishing for striped bass. Our striped bass population is in dire straits
and the most restrictive slot possible should be implemented. A larger slot for charters should
not be considered. A pay-to-play system for such a critical and threatened fish is an
abomination to a healthy ecosystem and paid charters should have the same slot as recreational
anglers. 

Obviously this is only one tiny (though crucial) step for striped bass health as Omega Proteins
in the Chesapeake Bay is killing off most of the bass by removing their food source with their
awful nets. Their indiscriminate netting of menhaden has plundered our waters lifeless but
they fill the pockets of our lawmakers so what to do? 

mailto:sean@trapeziumbrewing.com
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From: blake sutherand
To: Comments
Subject: [External]
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 5:52:34 PM

Stop catch and release fishing for stripers at the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay. Leave those
big girls alone and wish them well on their spawning journey. Reduce commercial fishing by
20%. Good luck and thanks for all you do.

mailto:blake6020@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Tim
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Public comments on Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 5:52:46 PM

Hello,

I am a tourism-dependent Maine business owner and an avid recreational angler.  Rebuilding the striped bass stock
is of critical importance to my business success as well as my own enjoyment.  I have been an avid striped bass
angler for over 30 years and I know first hand that immediate improved management is needed to save this special
fishery.
My positions on Addendum II are as follows:

3.1.1 Ocean Rec Options:
     -Option B with 1 fish at 28”-31” for all modes

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Rec.
   -Option B1, 1 fish at 19”-23” across all       Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions

3.2.1 Commecial Quota Reduction
     -Option B with 14.5% reduction to ocean and Chesapeake bay quotas

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment
    -Option B, Board Action

Thank you for hearing my public comment

Tim Adams
Oxbow Brewing Co

mailto:tim@oxbowbeer.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Flynn Willsea
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 5:56:03 PM

To the ASMFC Striped bass board, 

3.1.1 ocean recreational options: option B-1 fish at 28-31” 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay recreational options: B-1 fish at 19-23” across all of Chesapeake Bay 

3.3 Response to stock assessment: optionB board action 

Thank you 

mailto:flynnwob@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Ronald Lajda
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Option C for Striped Bass Draft Addendum.
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 6:07:16 PM

To Whom It May Concern,

I am in support of Option C for Striped Bass Draft Addendum 11 Section 3.1.1.
Option C is the most fair and equitable option for both Private and For Hire modes.
Any further restrictions on the very abundant Striped Bass fishery would be absurd.
I do not believe there is enough data, or should I say enough accurate data to further restrict this fishery.

Sincerely,

Capt. Ronald T. Lajda
Coyote ll Sportfishing Charters
Orient Point, New York

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:captronlajda@aol.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: James Stone
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 6:07:27 PM

As a conservation minded angler, I support all portions of the coast wide fishery
implementing at least a 14.5% reduction in fishing mortality for 2024, and subsequently
I urge the Board to focus on meaningful reductions in mortality as future assessments
require.  It is time to quit fooling around the edges of the stripped bass problem, and
address the issue in a holistic fashion - Ocean & Bay - Commercial & Recreational
conservation and recovery balance.  Do it!!  

For Addendum II I support the following specific options:

Recreational Coast: Option B - Status Quo 28-31” for all fisheries. (14.1%)
Recreational Bay: Option B1 19-23”(22.4% reduction)  or  B2 - 19-24” (15.9%
reduction).
Commercial: 14.5% reduction in quota
Board Response:   B. Board Action. 
Implementation dates:  ASAP

Thank you - J. Stone

mailto:j.b.stone@verizon.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Carl DiRocco
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Fishing Regulations
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 6:11:19 PM

Dear ASMFC,

I feel option B makes the most sense to me but,  I would really like to see Striped Bass become a Gamefish.  
Whatever measures you take I am personally on board to achieve a 14.5% reduction in the fishing mortality.

Thank You,   Carl DiRocco

mailto:carldl14@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Scott Wain
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Ban commercial Strped bass fishing
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 6:13:02 PM

Hello,

As an angler and sportsmen I find it ridiculous with the current state of the striped bass fishery
to allow ANY commercial harvest whatsoever. This is basic common sense. How is it that
nobody in the fisheries department management proposes this is absurd. Just like with Cod,
shut down the fishery and let the stock recovery. The commercial fisherman will have to fish
for something else that is not in decline year after year. In northeast Massachusetts where I
reside, the striped bass is king and is mostly all anglers can fish for except for the occasional
bluefish run, which are a far cry from what they were 25 years ago. It doesn't take a PHD to
understand its time and has been for serious conservation with regards to our fisheries. In my
opinion total ban commercial striped bass fishing for 5 years, then see where the stock is, and
make adjustment accordingly. Common sense approach...

Best,
Scott M Wain

mailto:millcitylowell@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: James Dowd
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Slot Limit on Striped Bass
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 6:15:59 PM

Please continue the 28 to 31 inch slot limit on striped bass.

Sincerely, 

James J Dowd

mailto:jjdowd3@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Bert Olmstead
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 6:25:44 PM

18” -  31”. Needs to comply for commercial fishing/. Tonage . For majority in Virginia !!
Commercial needs to comply for not keeping females holding major portion of ‘eggs” for
future hatching.  Charters catches catch same as recreational fishermen,, not revised for one
fish per person. Since charters are classified in recreational fishermen classification either give
same catch per equal per person per boat or recreational needs 2 fish per person per boat. The
other revision is limiting fishing dates for  strippers . Climate changes are tending for a later
season . So make it until December 30. Cut it out more during the “bad  hot. Summer. .

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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From: Tyler Nonn
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 6:32:10 PM

Hello, 
I am a life long charter Capt for the last 16 years, my entire working career, and I support
CCA’s stance on there has to be something done to improve the stock for our future. B1 or B2
make sense to me out of all the options. What I strongly disagree with is any type of “catch
and release” closures. When almost all the catch and release striped bass fishing occurs the
water is cold, and the mortality is extremely low and should generally be negated. There is no
significant impact, in fact, I bet a large portion of these fish get called multiple times, and still
survive, healthy and strong. I have done thousands of charters in the bay and thousands more
trip in my young adult life. I believe that closing the targeting of these fish during the winter
months, would have a massive economic impact on both myself and many local businesses.
Please consider CCA‘s recommendations and also please take into account. What would
happen if there was any type of catch and release closures. 
Thank you,
Tyler Nonn
Tidewater Charters

mailto:tidewaterchartersllc@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: JOHN EVANS
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 6:49:50 PM

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:boogeray@verizon.net
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From: Toby Frey
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Addendum II ~ Amendment 7 Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 6:52:09 PM

Addendum II, Amendment 7
 
Dear Members,
 
I have lived and fished on the Chesapeake, more directly, the Choptank River for 70
years. During the 85-90 Moratorium I raised Striped Bass in Pond aquaculture in
Dorchester County MD.  I am a Maryland resident.
 
Direct Response for choices proposed:

Recreational Coast: Option B - Status Quo 28-31” for all fisheries.
(14.1% reduction)
Recreational Bay: Option B1 19-23”(22.4% reduction)  or  B2 - 19-24”
(15.9% reduction). Prefer B1
Commercial: 14.5% reduction in quota
Board Response:   B. Board Action. 
Implementation dates:  ASAP.

The fishery needs to be managed PROACTIVELY: 
The state of Maryland has consistently managed all the species using the Max
Sustainable Catch policy.  They have allowed allocations to be transferred in the
commercial fishery, allowed the for hire/charter business enjoy benefits (2 fish vs 1
Striped bass: 5 vs 3 blue fish ) beyond state policy which regulates the For
hire/guides operate under the recreational fishery policies. Maryland has failed to
reduce the commercial fishery allocations. It is time to be PROACTIVE and manage
our fisheries in an Optimum Yield manner, equal to all. I am against the policy of one
group benefiting at the cost of another group. 2 fish vs 1, 5 blues vs 3...etc
 
M.R.I.P. was initiated in 1976, all marine scientists realizing it is flawed but they
continue using it even though when it came out, it was stated that it was not to be
used as it is being used today.  Since 1976, technology has grown very rapidly and in
the last 10 year exponentially.  If there is any hope in really coming to grips with a
fishery, there needs to be many dollars allocated to designing the next system to
manage our fisheries.  An example, look at how badly the numbers were on the Gulf’s
redfish population/state when NOAA finally spent money to do a resurvey. MRIP is
failing the fishery.
 
Other thoughts and steps to improved the stock base

·         Stop fishing when the season closes. In MD, the season is May 15 to Dec
10 (2023)  No catch and release when season is closed. There was a study
done on Salmon, catch and release,  that concluded that catch & release did

mailto:tobyfrey42@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


have an impact on spawn success. (Not aware of any such striped bass study)
·         If Catch and release allowed, No troll’n (drowns large fish before retrieved)
Light tackle, artificial lures only
·         Close recreational fishery to live lining (commercial only, they go out, get
their limit and stop: Recreational fisherman has 25 or + spot, gets his 1 fish
and continues fish’n til his spot are gone)
·         Close Striped Bass Fishing Jul- Aug, maybe til 15 Sep  (High Air and water
temps stress release fish)
·         Menhaden, if the inland fisheries are to thrive, Menhaden Fishery needs to
be 3 mi offshore, nation wide. (ASMFC or NOAA says Menhaden are not
overfished, if that statement is so correct, ask yourselves why in the 1960’s
there were somewhere between 10-20 reduction fishery plants on the East
Coast and today, there is 1, yes 1, in the Chesapeake, our nursery.  That’s
because of less Menhaden, a lot less.  (and it also happens to be a foreign
company that continually fails to heed US law)
·         Make Striped Bass a Game Fish…I doubt that would get past the
legislatures as there is a vibrant commercial fishery lobby, but maybe it could
be used as a temporary solution, give it a 3-5 year trial run…
·         Fish health: eliminate treble hooks
·         Charter/for hire/recreational: Limit the number of lines off a boat.
·         Eliminate planer boards…it’s suppose to be fish’n, not guaranteed catch’n
·         Pharmaceuticals are starting to show up in fish samples yet few of the
agencies/states seemed concerned. Opioids, cardiovascular and psychoactive
medications were commonly found in current studies.

 
 
If any fishery goal is to be successful, we need to be PROACTIVE…to date,
including this addendum; we are still trying to manage REACTIVELY.  That’s
like trying to grab a falling ball when it’s already hit the ground.
 
 

·         There needs to be a larger Marine Police presence to more closely
monitor the fishery in MD.  I fish 3-5 days a week, most of Apr-Nov,
weather permitting…I’ve been checked 3 or 4 times in the last 10 years. 
When I fish in VA waters, I’m checked at least 3-5 times a summer and I
fish VA waters less than 30 days a year. (Careful what I wish for,eh?)

 
 
 
Toby
<*))))))))>{
Toby Frey
103 Third St.
Oxford, MD 21654
410-725-1781
MD Tidal Coastal & Recreational Fisheries Committee



Coastal Conservation Assoc. MD ~ Board Member
Mid Shore Fishing Club ~ Board Member
MD Sport Fishing Advisory Commission
Brotherhood of the Balloon
Salt Strong Insider

Please be a responsible emailer:
Be considerate when forwarding messages, remove names and email addresses of previous
recipients and my name as sender.  Another courtesy is to use Bcc: for any "bulk" e-mailings,
instead of the To: or Cc: to keep our addresses private.  This will help to cut down on spam
and computer identity theft.  Thank you.



From: Matthew Butcka
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 6:58:02 PM

Good evening,

As a recreational angler and aspiring charter captain who fishes the waters of CT, RI, and NY,
I support the following:

3.1.1- Ocean recreation options: Option B, 1 fish 28"-31"

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas

Best regards,

Matthew Butcka

mailto:mbutcka@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: robert young
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 6:59:52 PM

Dear ASMFC Board

I would like to reiterate my position as stated from my in-person attendance at the NH Fish and Game meeting.

I would like the board to consider the overwhelming public comments to select option B on all subjects related to
Addendum II, with one exception; I option for B-1 for 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options.

Thank you for your time and attention to this extremely critical situation we find ourselves regarding the future of
striped bass.

I am not a guide, nor a charter captain. I’m a flats focused, recreational, fly fisherman who has seen first-hand, a
rapid decline in the numbers of small fish (less than 22”) over the last three seasons.  These fish are in trouble and
everyone knows it.  It’s time to take the corrective action necessary before it’s too late.

My sincere wishes to you all for a safe and healthy, holiday season.

Best,

Robert Young
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:robyoung33@yahoo.com
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From: Cody Rubner
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:03:04 PM

ASMFC Striped Bass Management Board,

Below are my preferred options for Addendum II for Striped Bass Management. 

The current stock age distribution is very poor. We basically have two major classes carrying
the entire fishery - and somehow, we're allowing self-interest to drive consideration for
opening up a field day on those classes. There is literally nothing coming down the
pipeline.  We're sitting on a historically bad stretch of spawns while playing patty cake and
pretending like this half-decade of abysmal classes won't soon be the core of the fishery.

Suppose we have any chance of abundant fisheries in the future. In that case, we need to shift
this mentality from a race to the bottom of the barrel and the last fish — who can get 'em
while they're here until they're gone — and instead a race to the top, how can we maximize the
productivity of this fishery and maximize the value of the resource for the betterment of all
sectors and businesses

PLEASE VOTE OPTION B ACROSS THE BOARD:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Option B —1-fish at 28-31″, all modes.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Option B1 —1 fish at 19-23" across all jurisdictions. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Option B — with a 14.5% reduction for Ocean and 
Bay.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Option B — Board Action. 

Happy Holidays to all those who truly care about getting our shared fishery rebuilt! And a 
stocking full of coal for all those who have allowed special interests to delay a coastwide 
effort to conserve an iconic resource.

Best,
Captain Cody Rubner
A 12-year resident of Massachusetts
Now operating business in Stuart, Florida
www.highrollerguideservice.com

mailto:cody@springtide.agency
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From: Chris Fay
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:03:46 PM

The ASMFC Striped Bass Board needs to initiate Addendum II to implement the necessary
changes for the 2024 fishing season.

NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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From: Andrew Murphy
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass draft addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:05:36 PM

Hello sir/madam,

I am writing to you in order to comment on draft addendum II with regards to striped bass management,

Here is my stance on the proposed II,

3.1.1 Option B; 1 fish at 28-31” with 2022 seasons (all modes)

3.1.2 Option B1; 1 fish at 19-23” across all chesapeake bay.

3.2.1 Option B; 14.5% reduction quota both Ocean and Chesapeake.

3.3 Board action.

Thank you for your time,

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:mail@amurphy.ca
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From: Rosie
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Management Plan - Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:05:44 PM

Good evening,

We wanted to support the continuation of the recreational 28”-31” slot, the removal of the
mode splits on for-hire vessels, and a significant reduction in the commercial fisheries for
striped bass. Consistency is key, and it doesn’t seem right that there should be different
regulations for fish caught in the same waters. Furthermore, there are plenty of individuals that
we have seen and tried to dissuade that have been keeping over- and under-slot fish,
suggesting that these measures are not enough on their own to fix the issue. Hopefully there
are enough people that would rather ensure the survival of stripers for generations to come,
especially given the other plentiful species that are equally good, if not superior, table fare.

Thank you,

Rosie and Team
Rosie’s Bait and Tackle, LLC
IG: rosies_baitandtackle

mailto:rosiesbaitandtackle@gmail.com
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From: Sean Davies
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:11:20 PM

Greetings Emilie

My name is Sean Davies and I'm an avid saltwater/striped bass angler based in Boston, Mass.
I wanted to write to express my full support for the most conservation-focused approach for
Addendum 2. I believe this species needs extreme support from the conservation movement,
and all measures to reduce mortality need to be taken immediately.

There is no longer any doubt that the striped bass population is hurtling towards catastrophe.
While there "are fish around", there are VERY few young fish, which is a terrifying problem. I
myself caught only one fish of well over a hundred this year that was smaller than 24". This is
over the course of dozens of extensive fishing excursions in the Boston area, covering vast
swathes of water. The writing is on the wall -- without action, we are headed towards a total
collapse.

I would also add that we need more action to protect striped bass forage -- mehanden and
mackerel stocks have been decimated in recent years, and need protection as well to help with
the rebuilding movement

I would deeply appreciate the ASMFC stepping up to the plate and delivering substantial
conservation measures to bring the population back to where it needs to be. Striped bass
fishing is a gift to all who partake, and the species must be protected.

Thank you for your time.

-- 
Sean Davies
sean.o.davies@gmail.com

mailto:sean.o.davies@gmail.com
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From: Michael McKay
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum 2
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:15:11 PM

Striped bass are my favorite fish. They deserve to be respected and protected. I feel that any measure necessary to
reduce their mortality to 14.5 % and further protect the 2015 year class is worth a try.  I think that option B makes
the most sense of the available options. Please act now to protect these fish for our and their future.
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:flywisemike@hotmail.com
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From: cnirome@optonline.net
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:15:51 PM

Absolute supporter of Saltwater Guides Association position commercial and recreational harvest. Been fishing a
long time and every year it’s a slip hard for someone new to the world of it grasp a sense of what was and what’s
gone missing.
Peter Bartley

mailto:cnirome@optonline.net
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From: Joe Gugino
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Draft Addendum 2 for Striped Bass
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:19:07 PM

Hello Board,

 I fully support the conservation of our striped bass fishery being our top priority in addendum
2. 

Below are my preferred options:
 3.1.1 - B 
3.1.2 - B1 
3.2.1 - B 
3.3 - B 

 Thank you. 

— Joe

Boston Harbor Rec 
Industry Representative 
Massachusetts Resident

____________________________
Joe Gugino
29 Billows St.
Winthrop, MA 02152
(860) 402-5903

mailto:joe.gugino@gmail.com
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From: Ron Jawin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass regulations
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:23:46 PM

I am writing to suggest that stirred bass be given game fish status. The stock has become poorly managed and many
more fish are taken than reported. The present system is causing the collapse of the stock with commercial harvest
and recreational interest to blame. More money is spent on fishing which will stop when the fish become even more
scarce which is already underway.
Regards
Ron Jawin

mailto:ronjawin@gmail.com
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From: Scot Calitri
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Need to be more protective of Striped Bass
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:29:01 PM

All “B” and “B1” in the Cheasapeake please.

Thank you for the work you do trying to balance conservation and commercial interests.  It
can't be easy as economic pressures weigh while nearly every stock of fish continues to
dwindle. However we need to do better.  A 50 percent success prediction is a losing grade and
we’re just as likely to lose them (again) as to recover. An entire generation missed Striped
Bass in their childhood.  That’s not right.  We need to make maximum sustainable yield a term
of the past.

I have spent time in commercial fishing, commercial shellfishing, fishmongering and decades
of sportfishing and strongly support More conservative measures.

At the most basic level, we have an overfished stock with low recruitment.  Any additional
killing will further jeopardize the recovery plan.

Look at the trend charts.  We are rapidly heading toward repeating the past sins of the late 70s
and early 80s. 

I'm not sure how well these are read, but if someone gets this far, I would enjoy engaging
with your team to help revise the process.  ASMFC has been around since the 1940s and
although some minor wins have happened, the approach is all wrong.  

Abundance maximizes the long term economic value of fisheries, insulates against climate
change and buffers against one time weather events or "acts of god".

Let's change the model and celebrate future wins.

Options B and B1 for the Bay please.

- Scot Calitri
970-390-4997
Durham, NH

mailto:smcalitri@gmail.com
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From: Shannon T. Richards
To: Comments
Cc: Shannon T. Richards
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:32:59 PM

December 22, 2023 

Mr. Shannon T. Richards
626 Riverside Drive, 18-B
New York, NY  10031

Emilie Franke
FMP Coordinator
1050 N. Highland Street
Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, Virginia 22201

Dear Ms. Franke,
c/o Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC),

I am writing you today to communicate my profound support for ASMFC to take unprecedent,
yet scientifically clear and necessary actions on behalf of the restoration of striped bass
populations along the eastern US Atlantic States fisheries.  Note my absence in directing any
comments to any one or more specific states; including my home state of New York.  This is a
grave situation that requires overarching intervention, the support and sacrifice of all related
States, professions, commercial and recreational angling communities.  No prioritized group or
groups should advocate or solicit preference or exception at this crucial moment of
intervention.  We all should rise equally on this common tide; to the benefit first and foremost
of the striped bass population recovery.  ASMFC must speak first for these fish, and their
importance to the many invested parties, while also to an unwavering commitment to the
2029 successful stock rebuilding target.  Any actions compromising anything less than our best
efforts towards 100% attainment of this goal should already be seen as failure.  We cannot be
in this for the 50-50 flip of a coin.  Every proposed regulatory action that improves the
forecast for successful stock recovery must be deemed paramount.  We are in it to win it!  As
such, speaking as a recreational angler with the privilege (not entitlement) to target this
extraordinary fishery, please add my support for the following recommendations:

3.1.1 - Ocean Recreational Options: option B - one fish at 28-31" with 2022 seasons (all
modes)

mailto:richardsst@hotmail.com
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3.1.2 - Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: option B-1 - one fish at 19-23" across all
CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons
3.2.1 - Commercial Quota Reduction Options: option B with a full 14.5% reduction to
both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas
3.3 - Response to Stock Assessment: option B - Board action

Be aggressive, be scientifically driven, be stalwart and resolved.  ASMFC stands at the
vanguard in the defense of this striped bass fishery recovery.  We are dependent on you to
hold the line against all equivocation, all biased "compromise" to the lobbied advancement
of any particular affected party.  All anglers are "the affected parties," all present-day anglers
and all future anglers; those active in the targeting of this species and all those who have yet
partake.  All those who live in these Atlantic States and all those who may come to visit and
participate in this fishery.  You protect us All; please take the necessary and accorded actions
to restore this fishery with the highest likelihood of successfully obtaining 2029 stock
rebuilding goals.  Thank you.

With sincere regard,

Shannon Richards



From: Scott Mackie
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:34:02 PM

“Those who do not learn history, are doomed to repeat it.”

It’s unfortunate that is happening with the striped bass….if we are lucky, we’ll have a moratorium like we did in the
late 80’s and give the bass an opportunity to recover and ultimately thrive again.

Please, please, please make it a gamefish. We needed action a decade ago, unfortunately I think we’ve reached the
point where a moratorium would be best.

I truly hope you’ll do whatever is in your power to eliminate the harvest of the bass, it will pay dividends in the
future for the species and both the recreational and commercial fishermen alike.

Scott Mackie
617-851-9073
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From: Justin Kaufman
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:35:02 PM

I would like to start by saying that I have fished the bay since I could walk with my father and
mated for him since I was 8 years old. I have owned and operated my own charter boat for 9
years now. I would like to say that if the limit for charter boats goes to a one fish per person
limit it will dramatically affect my business, the majority of paying customers will stop
booking trips for just one fish. We all want what is best for this fishery and the future
generations, I understand now more than ever that I have a 2 week old boy at home that I
would like to have all the experiences and great times on the Chesapeake Bay chasing Striped
Bass that I had growing up. I do believe that the big gap in the middle of the bay where there
are no testing areas for the young of the year needs to be addressed because for the last 5 years
all our fishing has been in this area. I also believe that for the most accurate number on the fish
being taken from the bay we need to have all recreation fishermen be in a program just like the
charter boats to report their catch for the day if not mandatory then incentivise them to want to
report. I would also like to see more DNR presence on the bay visiting boats fishing and
preventing them from keeping over the limit allowed. All that being said, I am in favor
of Chesapeake Bay Recreational Option C2.

Thank you
Captain Justin Kaufman
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From: Mack Hartwell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Thank you for accepting public comment
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:41:27 PM

To do the best we can to allow the striped bass fishery to recover, I support the American Salt Water
Guides Association recommendations as follow:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: [Option B]—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: [Option B1]—1 fish at 19-23" across all Chesapeake Bay
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: [Option B] with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and
Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: [Option B]—Board Action. 

Sincerely,
 
Mack Hartwell
mack_hartwell@yahoo.com
614.975.6225

Sent from my iPad
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From: Joshua Dionne
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Public Comment on Addendum 7 - Striped Bass Management
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:42:56 PM

Dear Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) Board,

I am writing as a concerned supporter of striped bass conservation to express my views on
Addendum 7 to the Striped Bass Management Plan. While I appreciate the ASMFC's efforts to
address the challenges facing the striped bass fishery, I am deeply concerned about the current
state of the management measures proposed in the addendum.

1. **Commercial Conservation Emphasis:** The proposed options predominantly focus on
recreational measures, with limited emphasis on addressing commercial fishing impacts.
Given the historical decline in striped bass populations and the crucial role of commercial
fisheries in this decline, it is imperative to strengthen conservation measures within the
commercial sector.

2. **Commercial Quotas and Landings:** The data provided to us indicate a significant
decline in coastwide commercial landings since 2004, yet the proposed addendum lacks
substantial measures to further reduce commercial quotas. I urge the ASMFC to consider more
stringent commercial quotas and gear restrictions to ensure the long-term sustainability of the
species.

3. **Transparency and Accountability:** Concerns have been raised about the transparency
and decision-making processes within the ASMFC, especially regarding potential interactions
between the council, commercial fishermen, and lobbyists. I strongly urge the ASMFC to
enhance transparency, providing the public with clear insights into the decision-making behind
proposed management measures.

4. **Alternative Management Approaches:** The addendum should explore alternative
management approaches, such as incentivizing selective gear types, implementing catch
shares, or promoting habitat protection. Diversifying the management toolbox will contribute
to more effective and sustainable long-term conservation.

5. **Public Engagement:** There is a need for increased public engagement and collaboration
in the decision-making process. The ASMFC should actively seek input from a diverse range
of stakeholders, including conservation organizations, recreational anglers, and the scientific
community.

In conclusion, I implore the ASMFC to reconsider the proposed measures in Addendum 7,
placing a stronger emphasis on commercial conservation, ensuring transparency in decision-
making, exploring alternative management approaches, and actively engaging the public in the
process.

Striped bass conservation is a shared responsibility, and I trust that the ASMFC will prioritize
the long-term health of the species for the benefit of current and future generations.

Sincerely,
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Joshua Dionne
South Berwick, Maine



From: jrfv
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:50:10 PM

December 22, 2023
                                                              Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
HI!
My name is John Forrest. I am a resident of Gwynn's Island Virginia. I have a degree in
Economics from The University of Virginia. I was born in Norfolk Virginia in 1957 and have lived
only in Virginia my whole life. I have earned nearly all of my income as a commercial fisherman
starting in 1965 when I turned 8. I went to the public hearing at he VMRC about this topic a couple
of weeks ago. I'd like to expand on some of what I said there. I also have a proposal which would
solve much of the recreational over harvesting.
First of all is to reinforce my observation that the conflict between 2 user groups that this
commissions focuses on is in fact much more complex and actually involves at least three user
groups and the vastly larger one is not even considered in your rule making process. Let's call
these groups A, B, and C. Group A represents recreational fishermen and the A stands for Angler.
Group C obviously represents and stands for commercial fishermen. Group B represents
everyone else who is not in either A or C which I will call the Basic Broad and Biggest user group.
Group B has no representation or consideration in any decision making concerning the allocation
or distribution of the Striped Bass resource. Group B consumes Stripped Bass as food; acquired
at a retail seafood market or at a restaurant.  As the ASMFC only considers allocation between
group A and C and ignores group B this distribution or resource appears to be a ZERO sum
game. If you do include B then obviously the situation changes. I received a Virginia Stripped
Bass permit when the moratorium ended years ago. At that time the promise and understanding
of parties A and C was that each of us would get 50% of the available fish. Steadily over time that
agreement has been disregarded to where now group C gets 9% and group A gets 91%. This
number considers overall mortality presented at the public hearing. It is not a zero-sum game
however because group B gets their fish from and through the efforts of group C. Unless a
member of group B can find a member of group A to give them Stripped Bass then they are not
only net losers but also absolute losers. It is not lawful for members of group A to sell, barter, or
trade Stripped Bass. If group A people do these unlawful transfers they are engaging in
unpermited commercial fishing. In Virginia the penalties for violation of Commercial Fishing Rules
are quite severe, especially with regard to Stripped Bass.
Now I said this subject is more complex than simply a dispute between 2 user groups.
In economics, we consider something called opportunity cost. Group A has low
opportunity cost, for example; if I was a recreational fisherman I have a boat at my
pier in my front yard. I can get in my boat travel one quarter mile to the bridge to
Gwynn's Island and catch a Stripped Bass any time. This is about as low an
opportunity cost as there is to be in group A. Now there is a range from zero
opportunity cost all the way up to the most cost anyone would bear to be a member of
group A. There are many factors that enter into calculating opportunity cost and they
are more than just money. There are also more reasons to want to be in group A than
just access to a food source to the extreeme that some people just like to kill things
for entertainment, sport, and then just discard what they killed. It happens; I have
seen it. So group A by definition has low opportunity cost to kill, for whatever reason,
stripped bass. Group B on the other hand is different. They only consider Stripped
Bass as food and there opportunity cost is very high relative to group A. As an
extreme example lets consider someone in Chicago who wants some stripped bass
for dinner one night. How is she going to get it? Consider time, money cost, effort and
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actual knowledge of how to catch one herself. Obviously is very high compared to my
opportunity cost. What about group C? Group C members are the agents of group B
and driving up group C's cost hurt both C and B. As a little observation group B
consists of all sexes of people with whatever their overall percentage of their general
population. The same cannot be said about group A which is nearly all one sex.
Maybe the ASMFC should do a study of who actually harvests the Stripped Bass.
Just a thought. Reducing group B's allocation of Stripped Bass is sexist and might be
unlawful in and of itself. In reality the economic and social function of group C is to
reduce the opportunity costs of group B to where they get their "fair" share of stripped
bass.
What is group B's fair share? In Virginia there are approximately 8 million people,
probably more. There are about 100,000 recreational anglers. And there are about
1000 comercial fishermen. How does group A get 91% of the fish with 1.25% of the
population and group B get 9% of the fish with 98.75% of the population? Is this fair?
The original agreement was a 50 50 split. I submit that the actions of the ASMFC and
their subordinate regulation authorities partners is an extremely obvious example of
regulatory capture by a motivated group to gain complete control of a resource for
their exclusive benefit to the detriment of society as a whole. Group A has been
pushing for years for the elimination of groups C's access to the resource which in
effect eliminates all access to the resource for group B by never admitting that any
group other than A and C even exists.
I need to move on to a solution to A's over fishing. In summary A's opportunity cost to attack C is
very low while C's opportunity cost to defend itself from A's constant attack is very high.
Solution: Tags for group A, group C already has them and they work. Several people have asked
for this solution but the regulators' objection is they cost too much; $1 each!
I just reviewed the Virginia game laws on deer. SO, to hunt deer in Virginia you need a general
hunting license plus an additional deer stamp. This gets you max 2 deer in one day and 6 total per
season only 3 can have antlers. Now these regulations are quite complex and there are some
ways to possibly get a few more deer per season. However there is no legal path to get one or
two deer each and every day of the season. The basic deer stamp is $23. There are also very
specific days  available to hunt.
Here is my proposal: You need a consistent limited fishing season for the entire
region including within state boundaries. I suggest each state have a 90 day season.
August, September, October for Maine and New Hampshire. September, October,
November for Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island and New York. October,
November, and December for New Jersey, and Maryland. November, December,
January for Virginia and North Carolina. This eliminates all recreational harvest during
spawning season. Then the ASMFC can decide the total number of fish to allow for
harvest and divide this number of tags between the total number of recreational
fishing licence holders who also have the new add on stripped bass endorsement.
This would create a more enforceable limit on the total number of fish any one angler
could take in any season. Charge enough to cover the cost of supplying the tags and
the objection over administrative cost disappears.
While I was studying economics at the University of Virginia I took a course called
"Economics of Regulation". It was a 400 level course that I needed for my degree or I
would not have ever taken it is it seemed like a very boring class. After I finished it
turned out to be one of my best class experiences. We studied many things including
regulatory capture, but the one of interest now is how to price a fine for violation of a
regulation. This is the one thing sorely missing in regulating recreational fishing. The



pricing formula is actually simple and straight forward: You have to eliminate all
economic incentive to violate the regulation. How to do that? Determine the dollar
value benefit of the violation and account for the chance of arrest for the violation.
Example: If the value is ten dollars with a one hunfred percent chance of capture then
the fine must be more than ten dollars. With the same value but only a ten percent
chance of capture the fine must be more than one hundred dollars to eliminate the
economic benefit to the scofflaw. So, if there is only a 1% chance of arrest the fine will
need to be $1,000. You should see that humans actually do respond to logical
consequences of their actions much of the time. A stripped bass violation by C is
extremely costly whereas a violation by A is inconsequential with low chance of
capture and low cost even if captured.
Lastly for hire stripped bass fishing. Every person on the boat , including the Captain
and Mate, needs to have the stripped bass permit with their own tags. Once they use
up their tags they can't keep any more fish that season. Now some people like to fish
and don't want to keep them anyway. Recreational fishing is supposed to be a sport.
It is not sporting to use barbed hooks. You can still catch fish with barbeless hooks
that cause less damage to the fish which reduces the fish mortality rate. And after all
isn't that what this plan is designed to accomplish?
Sincerely
John Forrest
VMRC ID 2995
 

Sent from ProtonMail, encrypted email based in Switzerland.

Sent with Proton Mail secure email.
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From: Sarah Machesko
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Draft Addendum II Striped Bass
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:50:24 PM

ASMFC,

Please prioritize rebuilding this fishery in the fast manner possible! I love fishing for stripers
every spring and I’m scared about what the future holds with all of these bad spawns. 

 3.1.1 - B 
3.1.2 - B1 
3.2.1 -  B 
3.3 - B 

 Thank you for your consideration. 
 Sarah Machesko 
Recreational Striped Bass Angler
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From: Nick Prawer
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Addendum II Striped bass
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:51:04 PM

Hello asmfc, 

I am emailing to comment on Addendum II in concern to rebuilding the striped bass stock. I
feel that the 28”-31” slot should be maintained for the ocean fishery. People want to catch fish
more than they want to eat them. This narrow slot is adequate. Also a maximum recreational
size needs to be implemented in the chesapeake Bay. Complementary reductions also should
happen for the commercial fishery. Lastly there should be no mode splits from the private to
charter fleets. The simpler the regulations are to follow the better. Though inherently smaller
the charter fleet is on the water far more than recreational fishermen and therefore do more
damage. 

Thank you for your time and consideration,
Captain Nick Prawer 
Boothbay Harbor, Maine
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From: giuseppe67@comcast.net
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Commercial fishing
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:56:45 PM

Please put an end to the commercial striper fishing for the next two years. This will greatly help the population
recover. As we all know there is so much waste from commercial fishing, so many fish killed .
       Also NO MODE SPLITS  we’re all in this together, and it will only work by all of us, Abiding by the same
rules.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Fernando Melendez
To: Comments; Emilie Franke; Fernando Melendez
Cc: reprobwittman@mail.house.gov; glenn.youngkin@governor.virginia.gov
Subject: [External] DRAFT ADDENDUM II TO AMENDMENT 7 TO THE INTERSTATE FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR

ATLANTIC STRIPED BASS
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:10:32 PM

 
Dear Ms. Franke,
 
I am writing to express my deep concern regarding the proposed limitations on rockfish fishing
in 2024.  While I understand the need for sustainable practices to protect marine life, these
limitations have devastating consequences to charter fishermen and “for-hire” vessels, like
mine, who are trying to eke out a living.
 
Both charter and commercial fishermen have faced sky-high fuel, maintenance, equipment
and insurance costs, not to mention licensing, documentation and permit costs.  With the
2022 Virginia regulations, charters were limited to one fish per person which diminished
demand for people to charter boats .  Striped bass attracts anglers to charter boats, especially
in the southern part of the Chesapeake Bay, and it may be necessary to go across the bay to
go to the optimal fishing areas.  The further the distance we need to travel, the more it costs
in fuel and wear and tear on the boat.  If the limitations continue at status quo, or are further
restricted, it will reduce demand and inhibits our ability to charge enough for charters to cover
our costs.
 
Virginia already has more restrictive rules than other states from Maryland all the way to the
Maine.  The proposed regulations further restrict the fish we can catch.
 
We support our local economy by utilizing local mechanics and bait shops.  It helps encourage
tourism to a relatively depressed area in the Chesapeake Bay in Middlesex County.  Rockfish is
a huge attraction that brings people to this area.  The proposed restrictions will negatively
impact the local
fishing community and businesses along the Chesapeake Bay that rely on these species for
their livelihoods, leading to financial hardships for many families.
 
I  recommend that the limitations for for-hire vessels be as lenient as possible.  If the
limitations for for-hire vessels are greater than those of the private vessels (or shoreline
fishing), then it will encourage more people to hire fishing charters and keep our business
afloat.
 
Thank you for considering my perspective on this matter. I hope that we can work towards a
solution that safeguards rockfish populations while also supporting the needs of our fishing
communities on the Chesapeake Bay.
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Sincerely,
 
Captain Fernando Melendez III
Owner
Atlantic Coast Fishing Charters



From: John Sheriff
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Addendum II to AMD 7 Striped Bass
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:22:08 PM

Ms. Emilie Franke
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 1050 North Highland Street, Suite 200A-N
Arlington, Virginia 22201
RE: Addendum II to AMD 7 Striped Bass FMP

Dear Ms. Franke,

As a Captain of the Rhode Island Party and Charter Boat Association,

I would like to express my support of Option C regarding potential Striped Bass Regulations 

Thank you!

Respectfully,

Captain John Sheriff
Captain Sheriff's Fishing Charters.
Www.fishingchartersri.com
401-450-2549

Get Outlook for iOS
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From: John Tighe
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:24:48 PM

ASMFC,

Please do what is necessary now to preserve and protect the Striped Bass fishery! The actions
you take now will impact generations to come. I’ve been fishing the waters of Massachusetts
for Striped Bass for the last 15 years and have seen a progressive decline in the fishery,
especially over the last three years.

Please take a stand and protect these amazing fish!

Regards,

John

JFTighe2@gmail.com
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From: Derek Cummings
To: Comments
Cc: Megan Ware; Cheri Patterson
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:25:04 PM

My name is Derek Cummings, I am a current resident & recreational angler in New
Hampshire originally from Connecticut. Every summer, I fish the coast of New England from
Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New Hampshire & Maine from boat, kayak &
shore.

Deeply concerned does not begin to describe my disappointment in the recent track record of
the ASMFC & the mediocre proposal options for Addendum II. A 50% chance of success by
2029 means this plan has already failed, these measures are not proactive enough to protect
this fishery & "manage the striped bass stock for abundance" a phrase ASMFC members like
to hang their hats upon.

All of the latest data points in one direction, to the definitive & imminent downfall of the
striped bass population from year of the young to breeding biomass. We are well on our way
to repeating history & the utter failures in fishery management from the 1990s.

We cannot allow states like Maryland & Massachusetts to continue to monetize the last of our
breeding biomass with extremely disproportionate commercial allocations. We cannot allow
states like New Jersey to continue to abuse conservation equivalency plans to maximize the
impact of recreational harvest with trophy seasons. I should not have to remind members of
the ASMFC that this is a shared Atlantic resource & the downfall of it will impact
recreational & commercial anglers coastwide. 

As quoted in 2018 by Robert Beal, the executive director of ASMFC to the U.S. Secretary of
Commerce.... "Commercial striped bass fishing pumped $103.2 million into the regional
economy in 2018 and recreational striped bass fishing accounted for $7.7 billion (yes billion)
in revenue." 

The current priorities of the ASMFC are being questioned as legitimate, along with your
credibility as a fishery management board. Conservation equivalency is not the solution, mode
splits are not the solution, open commercial fisheries while the status of the stock is
experiencing overfishing is not the solution, non-hybrid meetings to minimize public input is
not the solution, using the recreational fishery as a scapegoat is not the solution.

Maine & New Hampshire have pioneered conservation measures for this fishery for decades,
with strict regulations surrounding the use of circle hooks, no gaffs, retaining racks etc. The
majority of my comments above are not directed at representatives of these states, I'm proud
of what our state regulations have accomplished despite what happens south of our
coastal waters. Our impact is next to none, and we are being taken advantage of by other states
constantly looking for loopholes to continue monopolizing, monetizing & ultimately,
depleting the future of this fishery. We need an enforceable set of coastwide regulations for all
commercial & recreational fisheries, yesterday. Or we'll be looking at a moratorium
tomorrow. 

I encourage the ASMFC & Striped Bass Management Board to do everything within their
power to restore this fishery by 2029. By whatever equal & fair means necessary, which
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should be mandatory for all sectors & all states. Everyone has played a part in the recent
downfall, it is on everyone to rebuild this fishery for future generations to enjoy. 

I appreciate your time & detailed review of my concerns above, my comments directly related
to Addendum II are shortlisted below. Thank you & happy holidays.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------

I am in favor of option B across the board with all proposed measures in Addendum II,
with the exception of option B1 for Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fisheries. I highly
encourage the ASMFC to ensure a 14.5% reduction in commercial fisheries against last
year's harvest (not a quota they haven't filled), and mandate participation from states
who will take advantage of any opportunity to delay in 2024. Act fast, act now & be
proactive with impactful changes to restore this fishery before it's too late. Thank you.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------



From: Christopher Pizaro
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:25:57 PM

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: [Option B]—1-fish at 28-31" with 2022 seasons (all
modes). 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: [Option B1] -1 fish at 19-23" across all
Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.

 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: [Option B] with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas. 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: [Option B]—Board Action. 
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From: Jake Smith
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:26:18 PM

To whine it may concern,

I support the following options for draft addendum II:
3.1.1 option B
3.1.2 option B1
3.2.1 option B
3.1.4 option B
3.3 option B

The striped bass fishery needs to be managed the same across all the states or else no meaningful effect will occur.
This fishery means much more to those who enjoy it and to the economy alive and swimming in the ocean.

Thank you,
Jake smith
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From: perryjoshua16@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:32:27 PM

To whom it may concern,

I am a recreational fisherman and marine biologist on Long Island.  I support these options for draft addendum II:
3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

Preserving and protecting these fish for future generations ensures not only Love and appreciation for our local
waterways. But it also generates a thriving income for many.

Thank you so much for your time.

- Joshua Perry
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From: Capt. Eric Wallace
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass…
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:34:50 PM

Come on !!!! Let's do the right thing for this fishery,,, WTH !!!! This is nuts that we are
needing to write in time and time again because the bullshit and lack of forward think from
ASMFC... B across the board and B1 for the bay.  How hard is it to protect this for its true
value!!!!!! Let's do the right thing this time ASMFC ........

Capt.Eric Wallace
Ph 207-671-4330
coastalflyangler.com
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From: Henry, Ryan
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II“
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:37:17 PM

Dear ASMFC,

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. Would be a good measure to ensure the safety of our
future striped bass stocks

mailto:henryr6@go.stockton.edu
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From: Kevin Moffitt
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:41:52 PM

To whom it may concern,

I’m writing to express my concern over the current state of the striped bass fishery, along with
potential for loosening regulations and loosening regulations for for-hire vessels.

I’ve been fishing for striped bass for 30 years now. I remember in the 90’s as the fishery was
exploding, catching all the schoolies you wanted. A keeper was an unexpected surprise, and
big fish were virtually unheard of (for me anyway). 

As I got older and went away for college, and moved for jobs far away from the Northeast,
stripers kind of become an afterthought. 10 years ago, I found myself drawn back….I was
completely astonished by what the fishery had become. “Cows” became commonplace, and
the passion which had laid dormant was revived.

I now fish for striped bass 100+ days a year. Fishing from Maine to NJ, from private boats,
charters, and my true passion, the surf. Over the past 5 years I have seen a considerable change
in the size of fish….both good and bad. I am catching bigger stripers than I ever have, but I’ve
also seen my annual catch of sub-28 inch fish drop year over year, despite an increased effort,
and largely targeting the same areas. This is not the sign of a healthy fishery, and as I
understand it, mirrors what happened prior to the last crash.

I have a 4 year old son and a 2 year old daughter. My dream is for them to one day join me in
my passion for this incredible fish, and it pains me to think that we’re not doing everything
possible to protect them.

Please make the correct decision on this matter and look at the long term consequences, as
opposed to the vocal minority pushing for a short sighted “solution”. I  fully appreciate that
charter captains have livelihoods that depend on catching fish, but look at Florida—there are
more succesful fishing captains there than arguably anywhere in the world, and there
livelihoods are not negatively impacted by catch and release for fish like tarpon, bonefish and
sailfish.

Thank you,

Kevin Moffitt

833 Willow Ave apt 2
Hoboken, NJ 07030

mailto:kpmoffitt@gmail.com
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From: Caroline Clukey
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:46:02 PM

Hello, 

 I am writing this letter in support of option B on the proposed striper regulation. I feel the
current slot limit in place best suits the needs of lower mortality and continued growth of the
species to be admired and enjoyed by all.

There are many uncontrollable elements which contribute to this issue, but this is one way we
can make our best efforts in mitigating.

 Thank you,

 Caroline Clukey

mailto:cac399@gmail.com
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From: Thomas Perkins
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:48:21 PM

My thoughts:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: [Option B]—1-fish at 28-31" with 2022 seasons (all
modes). 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: [Option B1]-1 fish at 19-23" across all
Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: [Option B] with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas. 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: [Option B]—Board Action. 

Please do what’s right for the species! 

mailto:thomas.perkins1@gmail.com
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From: Paul Blanchard
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:49:15 PM

I wanted to write as a resident of Milford CT where I fish striped Bass on the Housatonic and
Sound, that plan B is the best option for longevity of the species.
Thank you 

Paul 
Milford CT
Sent from my Phone

mailto:anewteam1@yahoo.com
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From: paulh7891@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum 2
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:55:15 PM

Commissioners,
We must reduce striper mortality. I fish for stripers from Connecticut to Virginia, mostly in the Chesapeake Bay and
Potomac River - the fishing has been good for sizable fish, but there are no small fish. Spawning success seems to
be dismal (for years now).  Disaster is looming. Accordingly, I support the following choices as the most
appropriate of the options presented-

3.1.1 option B - Ocean recreational 1 fish 28”-31”. 2022 seasons all modes

3.1.2 option B2 for Chesapeake Bay recreational- 1 fish 19”-23” across all Chesapeake  jurisdictions with the same
2022 seasons.

3.2.1 Commercial quota reduction option B - 14.5% reduction for both ocean and Chesapeake Bay

3.3 - option B, board action in response to stock assessments.

Best Regards,

Paul Heinold
Alexandria, Va

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:paulh7891@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: John Papciak
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:56:00 PM

Dear ASMFC Associate,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the latest set of options to support the recovery of the striped bass population.

I am writing to you from New York.

To keep this letter short I offer my preferred options;

Preferred Options

3.1.1    B

3.1.2     B1

3.2.1    B

3.3    B

I should note that the accompanying conservation data provided by ASMFC suggests very little difference in the options.

It would seem the only meaningful change we are considering at this point is a possible split in the regulations (different regs for For-
Hire). As far as New York is considered, the public would require much more transparency on the overlap of those who are licensed to
take recreational fishermen for-hire, but also hold permits to harvest striped bass commercially. We appear to have a population of
commercial fishermen who essentially want to be the voice of recreational fishermen. We simply need better disclosure (data that New
York has) to understand the extent to which we have conflicts of interest here.

Thank you

John Papciak

mailto:jpapciak@optonline.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Doug Caplan
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II Commentary
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:56:09 PM

To the Advisors and Board members of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission:

My name is Doug Caplan. I am an avid recreational angler, currently living in Framingham,
Massachusetts. I have been fishing for Striped Bass since I was a kid, and I have caught and
released this wonderful species from Long Island Sound all the way to the Damariscotta River
in Maine and everywhere in between. Fishing for Striped Bass is a passion of mine that I
expect to be able to pass down to my kids and others in the future. Without protection, this
will not be possible given the current population crisis Stripers are experiencing. Protecting
striped bass stocks, safeguarding the recreational angling industry that relies on these fish, and
ensuring that future generations of anglers can enjoy our coastal fishery are paramount. With
this said, I wish to support the following options in the current Addendum II draft:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options, I support: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022
seasons (all modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options, I support: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23”
across all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options, I support: Option B with a 14.5% reduction
to both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment, I support: Option B—Board Action.

I cannot emphasize the need for proactive management enough. The success of the Striped
Bass fishing industry over the last two decades has stood on the shoulders of past anglers who
saw the need for management in the 1970s and 80s. Those anglers made sacrifices to their
needs at the time and prioritized the fishery long term. We are in a similar situation. We can
prioritize the future, or we can continue to drag our feet, see a crash, and then a moratorium in
five years. It's up to us to manage now.

Thank you for providing the opportunity to comment on Addendum II.

Doug Caplan
12/22/2022
Framingham, MA

mailto:dougacaplan@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Alan Battista
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:56:16 PM

I am writing in favor of:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: [Option B]—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: [Option B1]—1 fish at 19-23" across all
Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: [Option B] with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: [Option B]—Board Action. 

Alan Battista

mailto:battista91@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Justin Foley
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:58:46 PM

To the respected members of the ASMFC,

I am typing this letter to express my interest in preserving
the Striped Bass population.
I believe that this is an absolute critical time to do so!
After reading through about 30 pages of script, my
opinion is as follows...

I am supporting the following options for Draft Addendum
II":

3.1.1 Option B
3..1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3. Option B

I am a surfcaster located in Rhode Island. I fish just
about every single day and/or night from mid-April to
early December.
My biggest concern for this population is obviously
commercial fishing. I don't agree with much, or any part
of the industry.
Another concern is the amount of fish being poached. I
have (in the last season, alone) approached about 30

mailto:justinfoley13@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


different people that were harvesting undersize and
oversized fish: Striped Bass and other species included.
The poaching is at a level I have never seen before.  I
have contacted our local DEM numerous times, but the
poachers are relentless. Harsher penalties must be
employed, but this is another topic.

Us anglers put our faith in the ASMFC to make the right
decisions.  Please consider our fishery for now, and for
our future. 

Respectfully,
-Justin Foley



From: Eric Larsen
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:59:02 PM

In regards, to the Striped Bass Draft Addendum II, I would like to comment as follows:

1.  For Ocean Size Limit, I am in favor of option B (28-31) all modes.

2.  For Commercial Quota, I am in favor of option B (up to 14.5% reduction from 2022 quotas.

3.  For Chesapeake Bay Size/Bag Limit, I am in favor of Option B1 (19-23. all fish modes) 

Thank you for your consideration.

Best regards,

Eric Larsen

mailto:evlars123@yahoo.com
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From: Emilie Franke
To: Comments
Subject: FW: [External] Draft Addendum
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:00:17 PM

 

From: kavester@aol.com <kavester@aol.com> 
Sent: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:25 PM
To: Emilie Franke <EFranke@asmfc.org>
Cc: ARNOLD ULRICH <kavester@aol.com>
Subject: [External] Draft Addendum
 
Good Day Emilie Franke, Fishery Management Plan Coordinator, We would like to stay with
Option B of the Striped Bass Management Plan. 
 
Thank You
Arnold Ulrich
164 Jefferson Street
Wood-Ridge, New Jersey, 07075
phone 201 304 4691
kavester@aol.com 
 
 

mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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From: Aubrey Peterson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:15:11 PM

To Whom It May Concern:

Please know that I am writing to recommend measures that achieve the 14.5%
reduction in total removals needed to achieve F target in 2024. Please consider:

(1) maintaining the current  28-31” slot for the ocean fishery

(2) implementing a maximum recreational size in the Chesapeake Bay

(3) complementary reductions in the commercial fishery

(4) no mode splits, meaning same regulations for private and charter.

I hope you will do what is necessary to maintain or better yet revitalize diminishing
strike Bass populations to a sustainable level that will benefit all. Thank you for your
time.
Aubrey H. Peterson
141 Town Lane 
East Hampton, NY 11937

mailto:aubrey.peterson@ehschools.org
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From: Eric Burnley
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:22:33 PM

Maintain the 28 to 31 inch slot in the ocean and keep the 19 to 23-inch slot in the bays.  All recreational
fishermen are the same no matter if they are on a for-hire boat, their own boat or fishing from shore.  Eric
Bruce Burnley, Sr. 16840 Randor Drive, Milton, Delaware, 19968

mailto:eburnle@aol.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Dillon Waters
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:22:33 PM

Striped Bass Management Board,

I am submitting the following comments regarding Draft Addendum II. My selected
options represent the greatest reductions in harvest given the options available.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery: I support Option B, 1 fish @ 28-31". 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery: I support Option B1, 19"-23" All
Modes

3.1.3 For Hire Management: I do not support mode splits.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting: Option B is preferred.  

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction: I support Option B with a 14.5%
reduction. However, a 14.5% commercial reduction is still less than what will be
required to rebuild the populations.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates: I support Option B, Board Action.

Thank you,

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:dill.waters@outlook.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: KC Kerr
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:26:59 PM

 ALCON,

In favor of:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: [Option B]—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: [Option B1]—1 fish at 19-23" across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions
with the same 2022 seasons.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: [Option B] with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and Chesapeake
Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: [Option B]—Board Action.

Very Respectfully,

KC Kerr

mailto:kdk412vt@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Matt Jacobus
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:40:04 PM

To the Advisors and Board members of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission,

My name is Matthew Jacobus and I am an avid Striped Bass fisherman living on the North
Shore of Massachusetts. I first wrote during the Amendment 7 comment period, and I was
very happy that many protective measures passed that will help protect this valuable natural
resource.

In the time that has passed since I originally wrote, we've had another 2-3 failed chesapeake
spawns, and quite frankly, the future is looking bleak. Next year is the first year where the
initial push of migratory schoolies in May will hail from the first of the 5 failed recruitment
year classes. Hey, I'll be out there in May and will hope for the best, but deep down, I'm not
optimistic.

I urge the commission to select the addendum options that will provide the stock the greatest
chance of recovery; the options I believe will do this are listed below.

-Matthew Jacobus (Marblehead, MA)

- 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option B—1-fish at 28 to
31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes).

- 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: Support Option
B1—Apply a standard minimum size limit, maximum size limit, and bag limit to the
Bay jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons. The minimum size shall be 19” and the bag limit 1
fish. Maximum size limit of 23”.

- 3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific
Limits are selected): Support Option B—For-hire management measures apply
only to patrons during a for-hire trip; captain and crew during a for-hire trip are
subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits.

- 3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: Support Option
B—For states that authorize at-sea/shore-side filleting of striped bass, establish
minimum requirements, including requirements for: racks to be retained; skin to be
left intact; and possession to be limited to no more than two fillets per legal fish.
States should consider including language about when and where racks may be
disposed of, specific to each mode allowed to fillet at-sea/shore.

- 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Support Option B—The ocean
commercial fisheries and/or Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries will be managed
by quotas representing up to a 14.5% reduction from their 2022 quotas with their
2022 size limits. The Board will select the specific percent reduction between zero
and 14.5%.

- 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Support Option B—The Board could

mailto:mhjacobus@gmail.com
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respond via Board action where the Board could change management measures by
voting to pass a motion at a Board meeting instead of developing an addendum or
amendment and different from the emergency action process.



From: Jayson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:42:09 PM

Good evening - these are the options I support. 

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: [Option B]—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes). 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: [Option B1]—1 fish at 19-23" across all
Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: [Option B] with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas. 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: [Option B]—Board Action. 

Thank you for your time. 

Jayson Mellinger

mailto:jrm390@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Clayton Baddley
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:50:04 PM

Hello,
I am in favor of these options.

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: [Option B]-1-fish at 28-31" with 2022 seasons (all modes). 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: [Option B1] -1 fish at 19-23" across all
Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: [Option B] with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas. 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: [Option B]-Board Action.

Sincerely,
Clayton Baddley

This message is for the designated recipient only and may contain privileged, proprietary, or otherwise 

private information. If you have received it in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete the 

original. Any other use of this email is prohibited.

mailto:cbaddley24@students.gilman.edu
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From: Brad Ayres
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass regulations
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:55:35 PM

It’s time that the charter boats and sports fishermen have the same regulations.
In the Cheasapeake Bay there are so many charter boats running full charters twice a day and
limiting out. 
Around these boats I’ve seen countless dead striped bass from releases that caused another
dead fish.

mailto:bayres75@gmail.com
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From: Bob Strassel Jr.
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:57:43 PM

Emilie Franke 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission FMP Coordinator 1050 N. Highland Street Suite
200 A-N Arlington, Virginia 22201

Dear Ms. Franke:

I would like to recommend Option B be selected and implemented by ASMFC to help protect
and restore the striped bass stock, particularly the 2015 year class. I understand that this option
is based on the 2022 fishery data available at the time of the assessment. This option will have
the greatest overall reduction in harvest, although I recognize that this option is projected to
increase recreational fishing mortality by 2%.

I recommend ASMFC select and implement Option B1 for the Chesapeake Bay fishery that
will restrict the harvest of larger bass greater than 23 inches.

I recommend ASMFC select and implement Option B for the for-hire management measures
apply only to patrons during for-hire trips, and strongly recommend that captain and crew on
for-hire trips are subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits.

I recommend ASMFC select and implement Option B for all states relating to at-sea/shore-
side filleting of striped bass, to establish minimum requirements, including requirements for:
racks to be retained; skin to be left intact; and possession to be limited to no more than two
fillets per legal fish. States should also fully consider including language about when and
where racks may be disposed of, specific to each mode allowed to fillet at-sea/shore.

I recommend ASMFC select and implement Option B relating to the ocean commercial
fisheries and/or Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries be managed by quotas representing up
to a 14.5% reduction from the 2022 commercial quotas and their 2022 size limits.

I recommend the Board select a specific percent reduction of at least 10%, and preferably
14.5%. The 14.5% reduction will help to reduce 3.65 million bass from being harvested in the
Atlantic Coastal state fisheries.

I recommend Option B for the Board having the responsibility to respond, via Board action, to
timely change management measures by voting to pass a motion at a Board meeting, instead
of developing an addendum or amendment and different from the emergency action process.

Thank you for your time and consideration of these comments.

Sincerely,

Robert G. Strassel Jr.
24 Cos Cob Ave, Apt. 3
Cos Cob, Connecticut 06807

mailto:bobstrasseljr@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


Licensed Fly Fishing Guide
Connecticut & New York



From: Anthony Hancock
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Adendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:58:52 PM

To the Striped Bass Advisory Board and ASMFC as a whole, I know that you will have a
difficult but very important decision to make on behalf of millions of people who depend on
striped bass up and down the Atlantic seaboard. As one angler I would like to express a few
feelings that I have and know that thousands more will be sending their comments your way as
well. Please do everything in your power to protect the 2015 year class of striped bass and our
breeding biomass. I believe in equal reductions across the board as a goal of 14.5%. We all
have a chance on both the recreational and commercial sectors to try and protect the species
we live so much. As a fisherman hailing from Maryland, please consider option B1 or B2 for
the recreational fishery segment within the Chesapeake Bay. We need to show that we can do
better than a 14.5% reduction and lead the charge to save the largest segment of future
breeders contributing to the future breeding biomass for the sake of the entire East coast.
There should be NO mode shifts. 1 legal striped bass is plenty and it should be a fair harvest
across the board, no exceptions should be made for for hire vessels. 

I would like to also see ASMFC ask for more science from the scientific body related to a
northern shift in breeding striped bass as we continue to experience global climate change. Is
Hudson Bay increasing in its breeding population numbers and year class strength contributing
to coastal stock? Will fish that stay in water from New Jersey waters over winter spawn in
Hudson Bay vs. making a brief journey to the Chesapeake to spawn? We need more tagging
and really more satellite telemetry data to see how breeding stock migrations are changing.
Roanoke River and NC in general is not what it used to be. Is the Chesapeake Bay losing
steam as well? As time passes we may need to stand on the backs of New Jersey regulations of
striped bass in order to protect the coastal stock just as much or more than the Chesapeake.
Also in the Potomac River fishery within the Bay where I am blessed to call home, I have
pursued "rockfish" for over 30 years. We are still seeing great numbers of 20-30 inch fish
yearly and a good assemblage of year classes vs. other breeding rivers within the Chesapeake.
Are we seeing certain micro- populations of fish flourishing in certain tributaries vs. others.
We need to figure out the right ingredients that make certain spawning rivers more productive
than others. Again satellite tracking data or tagging data would help to determine where this
fish are actually migrating to and successfully spawning. We need an ecosystem based
approach and more scientific data may help persuade political powers at be. 

My last little thought. Striped bass, my beloved rockfish, mean the world to me and countless
others. The only fish my 3 year old daughter knows is a "rockfish". She constantly asks me to
draw a rockfish for her in the driveway with sidewalk chalk, she snuggles with her rockfish
stuffed animal every night, and her hand drawn rockfish pictures adorn my office desk and
mark the pages in my favorite fishing books. This email is for her and the next generation of
girls and boys who will love and cherish striped bass as much as I do. Please do what is
required to protect this fishery and keep the hope alive for all that eat, sleep, and breathe
striped bass, stripers, linesiders, and rockfish for years to come. 

Thank you for your time and consideration and I pray that with all the tools at your disposal
that positive outcomes will come from this draft addendum II.

Anthony Hancock 

mailto:ajh51487@aol.com
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Cobb Island,  MD

Sent from AOL on Android

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aol.mobile.aolapp


From: NightShiftFishing
To: Emilie Franke; Comments
Cc: Matthew Elia
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:11:13 PM

Greetings Ms. Emilie Franke,

I would like the thank the board for the outreach provided as part of the addendum process.
My general feedback is the following:

- It is 2023 and the technology that exists today affords an opportunity to provide in-person,
hybrid and virtual format meetings. If the board is genuinely interested reaching as many
anglers as possible all meetings for all member states should be conducted to allow both
virtual and in-person participation. Even if that means two separate sessions for each meeting
are needed. I personally prefer in-person meetings and I attended the session in Massachusetts
at the Mass Maritime Academy.

- The board needs to look into additional mitigations beyond reducing the mortality. The board
should look to develop and invest in a program to bolster the population of striped bass,
similar to other programs used to breed, hatch and grow trout prior to stocking in local ponds.

- The board MUST develop a better, more accurate assessment of the recreational anglers'
impact. The information provided at the meeting did NOTHING to give me confidence in the
data relative to the impact of the recreational anglers the board is utilizing to make decisions.
In fact, I feel LESS confident in the board’s ability to effectively manage the species of striped
bass based on the answers to questions and information provided at the meeting. The figures
provided indicated that only approximately 2% of recreational anglers are surveyed for catch.
This is not a sample size, this is a margin of error. There needs to be a more robust data
collection effort in order for the board to have actual information representative of the true
impact of the recreational anglers. I have NO CONFIDENCE that that board actually knows
and/or understands the impact of recreational anglers based on the information provided at the
meeting I attended. 

In regards to the items posed, I am in favor of:

Ocean Size Limit Option: B 28-31 all modes

For-Hire Clarification: B clarify

Commercial Quota Option: B up to 14.5% reduction

Chesapeake Bay Size/Bag Limit: B1 19-23,1 fish all modes

Recreational Filleting: B establish minimums

Board Response: A status quo

Best regards,

mailto:nightshiftfishing@gmail.com
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Matthew T. Elia, MBA



From: Adam Wiles-Rosell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:11:38 PM

To whom it may concern,

I am writing to share my position on addendum II which is supposed to save or striped bass
fishery. 

This past season was an exceptional season for Maine standards. However, I fear that many,
including those who have been put in powerful positions feel that this means “nothing is
wrong”. I’d say that opinion might be tinted by rose colored glasses. 

I would like the board to strongly consider the future of the fishery. What do you all want it to
look like? Do you want no abundance and all charters to go out of business due to lack of
interest by the eco tourism industry. Do you think recreational anglers will lose interest
because this fight has dragged on far too long?

Sometimes the best thing to do is often the hardest thing to do. The RIGHT thing to do can
often lead to anger and immense opposition, particularly by those who have become so
comfortable with maintaining the status quo due to their own self interests.

The best thing to do would be to give striped bass game fish status. Take a page from Florida
and what they did to protect the tarpon fishery. Someone please tell me why striped bass
should be treated any differently. Tarpon are iconic to the State of Florida and Striped bass are
arguably more iconic for even more States. 

Protect them at all costs. Stop the harvest of these fish. Protect them. Catch and release only.
No need to fuss with a slot for different states trying to dodge different rules. Make this easy
for everyone and do the RIGHT thing. Protect the fish. So my kids and many others can have
fun seeing what abundance looks like for an iconic SPORT fish.

Many thanks
Adam Wiles-Rosell

mailto:awilesro@gmail.com
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From: Brody Eckert
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:18:52 PM

Atlantic striped bass should be designated as gamefish. No commercial fishing should be
allowed. Commercial fishing harvest is the greatest threat to striper population. Let
recreational fishermen have a reasonable limit and size restriction. Stop allowing commercial
outfits to line political pockets and ruin a great fishery. 

mailto:brody1225@hotmail.com
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From: abe pearson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum 2
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:23:00 PM

I am a recreational angler living in southern Maine. I strongly support the conservation efforts of the American
saltwater guides association and agree with their recommendations regarding draft addendum 2.
Sincerely
Abram Pearson
Eliot, ME

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abe.pearson@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Joseph Bieberich
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:19:37 PM

Please see my preferred options below:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: [Option B]—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes). 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: [Option B1]—1 fish at 19-23" across all
Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: [Option B] with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas. 

 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: [Option B]

mailto:joseph.bieberich@gmail.com
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From: Patrick Donohue
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:24:17 PM

Hello,

I am reaching out as a Massachusetts resident and recreational angler in Massachusetts coastal waters. I am
concerned about the future of the Atlantic striped bass population as recruitment numbers have been very low in
recent years. The following are the options that I believe would be best for the future of the striped bass populations.

3.1.1: Option B

3.1.2 Option B1

3.1.3 Option B

3.1.4 Option B

3.2.1 Option B

3.3 Option B

Thanks,

Patrick Donohue

mailto:patrickgroverdonohue@gmail.com
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From: Mac Huelster
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft addendum 2
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:25:25 PM

Please protect these fish. 

Please continue with the 28-31 slot limit.
Please don’t go with the Mode Split plan.
Please protect the Chesapeake bay fish. 

It would be great if we saw more officers enforcement out there to discourage poor fish handling practices.  I saw
too many anglers mishandling fish.  Such a shame.

Thank you
Mac Huelster

mailto:mhuelster@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Klark Goros
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:25:38 PM

Good Evening ASMFC Team, 

I'm reaching out to provide my comments on the draft addendum II for striped bass. I support
the following options: 

3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

Thank you for taking the time to receive public comments, and specifically for taking my
input into consideration. Let's get this fishery back to its best!!!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Regards,
Klark Goros

mailto:klarkgoros@gmail.com
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From: Arthur Giulietti
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:27:45 PM

Gentlemen, 

Since the stocks of Striped Bass continue to decline.  The more the stocks decline without seeing a recovery puts the
entire fishery at risk.

I support all actions by the Commission to stop the downward spiral of fish stocks so the viability of the fishery will
return for the benefit of all.  I believe that includes support for Option B and B1 for the Chesapeake area.

In addition, each State should:
1. Enforce existing fishing regulations on Striper Fishing including possession, slot limits and the use of Circle
hooks,
2. Educate the public on proper on handling of fish including limiting the time of taking a fish out of the water if you
are going to release it, not handling fish with dry hands, keeping any caught fish brought out of the water horizontal
and not vertical, and if you are a “Catch and Release” fisher use barbless hooks.

Hope my comments help.

Regards,
Arthur Giulietti

Sent from my iPho

mailto:ajgiulietti@aol.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Oliver Hulland
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:31:01 PM

More needs to be done to reduce the commercial quota. I fully support the narrower slot limit and would encourage
stronger enforcement on these matters.

I want there to be Striped Bass around for my three year old to catch them when their my age, and I worry not
enough is being done to reduce yields in the face of several years of poor spawning.

Oliver Hulland MD

mailto:oliverhulland@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Fred ONeal
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:35:52 PM

Make striped bass a sport fish

mailto:teddyxl25@icloud.com
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From: Skyler Davis
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:45:34 PM

Striped Bass Management Board,

I am submitting the following comments regarding Draft Addendum II. My preferred
options represent the largest possible harvest reductions given the options available.

My preferred options are as follows:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: [Option B]-1-fish at 28-31" with 2022 seasons (all
modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: [Option B1]-1 fish at 19-23" across all
Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: [Option B] with a 14.5% reduction to
both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: [Option B]-Board Action.

Best regards,
Skyler 

mailto:skyler.f.davis@gmail.com
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From: Michael Janson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:49:05 PM

Dear ASMFC,

Thank you for providing an opportunity to comment on the proposed regulations for striped
bass.  

I have fished around Martha's Vineyard for many years and worked in a fish market on the
Vineyard.  I remember a time when striped bass were abundant and large bass were not
uncommon to catch by more experienced anglers.  

I believe that striped bass in the waters around Martha's Vineyard are overfished and the
fishery is at risk of damage that will take decades to repair.   

My recommendation is that the management board prioritize rebuilding the striped bass
population and choose the option that most reduces the amount of striped bass taken each year.

 Specifically, on the proposed management options, I support the following:

3.1.1 Ocean recreational fishery - I support Option B, which is estimated to reduce fish
mortality by 14.1%.  This is the most straightforward and easiest to administer approach
that will most rebuild the fishery.  It does not make sense to allow for-hire boats to take
a different size fish.  Allowing this would incentivize more for-hire fishing trips which
will increase mortality.  For-hire boats can prosper with the same limit as the
recreational fishing community.  
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options - I support Option B1.  I live in
Maryland and would like to fish in the Chesapeake this coming spring.  I support a 1
fish bag limit with a slot of 19" to 23" because this is estimated to reduce the mortality
the most of all options (22.4%).  I do not support a for-hire 2 fish bag limit.  There's no
need to incentivize more for-hire trips in this way.  There are plenty of other healthy fish
stocks in the Chesapeake that can sustain the for-hire fleet, e.g., bluefish.  There are tons
of snakeheads and catfish, too, that for-hire boats can pursue.  The Maryland
Department of Natural Resources survey results, announced on October 12, 2023,
indicated that the young striped population is in crisis.  The index this year was 1.0
compared to the long-term average of 11.1.  This calls for bold measures.
3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification - I do not support different limits for for-hire
boats.  If a split management option is unfortunately chosen, however, I support Option
B because the captain and crew shouldn't be allowed to take more fish than a
recreational angler on a private vessel.  Allowing this would incentivize more fish
mortality.  
3.1.4 Recreational filleting allowance requirements - I support Option B.  This oversight
would most put anglers on notice of the need to abide by the rules and to replenish the
fishery.  It may not be easily enforced, but the rules could have a significant deterrent
effect for the benefit of the fishery.
3.2.1 Commercial Fishery Management - I support Option B with a 14.5% reduction to
both the ocean commercial fisheries and the Chesapeake Bay commercial fisheries. 
There are plenty of other abundant fish that can be targeted by the commercial fisheries
both in the ocean and in the Bay.  The Bay quota has not significantly been reduced

mailto:mjanson@alumni.upenn.edu
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


since 2015.  It is well past the time for the quota to be reduced.  
3.3 Response to stock assessment - I support Option B because it will allow a faster
response to assessment updates.  We don't have time to wait.  We need to be able to
make changes in 2024 to affect as much as the 2025 season as possible.

As you know, all of the available data indicates that the striped bass fishery is in crisis.  The
Martha's Vineyard "Striped Bass and Bluefish Derby" hasn't included striped bass since 2020. 
People up and down the coast know that we need to take strong action, and that it will involve
shared sacrifice.  There are other fish stocks that can be targeted to mitigate the economic
consequences of giving the striped bass population a chance to rebound.  

I would like to see a day when the striped bass population is healthy and stable.  Not just for
me, but for my kids and their kids, too.  So that they can have the fun of catching striped bass
as part of a sustainable fishery.

Thank you for considering the public's views on this matter, and thank you for all of the work
you do to protect these fisheries.

Sincerely,
Michael Janson

-------



From: Philip Traficanti
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II.
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:54:53 PM

Keep slot limit in place and prosecute those who overfish the limit.

Reduce the quota on commercial fisherman as well.
Sent from my iPad

mailto:philtraf@icloud.com
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From: Silas Finnegan
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:55:28 PM

Hi there,

Please see my choices for the options below and strongly consider adding these
changes!

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: [Option B]—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: [Option B1]—1 fish at 19-23" across all
Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: [Option B] with a 14.5% reduction to
both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: [Option B]—Board Action. 

Thank you!

Best,

Silas Finnegan (born and raised on the Chesapeake)
301-605-3700

mailto:sihoops88@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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From: Gregory Stohrer
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:57:01 PM

ASMFC,

I have read through this Addendum and after speaking/hearing countless guides, who spend
more time on the water than anyone, this is an easy one to support. Common sense seems to
reign supreme here! Thank you for your time and please consider this for the good of the
fishery and livelihood of captains along the Atlantic coastline. 

With Urgency,
Greg Stohrer

mailto:stohrergc@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Grant Deller
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:58:26 PM

I am in favor of these actions:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: [Option B]-1-fish at
28-31" with 2022 seasons (all modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: [Option B11-1 fish at 19-23" across all Chesapeake Bay
jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: [Option B] with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and
Chesapeake
Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: [Option B]-Board Action.

Thank you for your attention in this matter,
Grant Deller
Deller Excavating 
(717)891-8235

mailto:camoclad2209@yahoo.com
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From: Edwin G.
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II.
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:59:14 PM

I don’t think reducing the size help to solve the problem…
It is more like reinforcing the fines for those guy who’s poaching a lot of fish every single day
they going fishing…
I know couple guy who keeps like 20 to 30 fish in a single day if they catch more they
continue poaching just for sale and make money….
Thanks for give the opportunity of taking a chance to expose this guys and I know a couple
too get a ticket this pass season and only pay $100.00 dollars fine and a month or two they was
catching again with over size fish and when back to court and pay another $ 100 dollars fine
and know they said it is just a $ 100.00 dollars fine …
I warranty next season 2024 they continue poaching a lot of strippers because they not afraid
to paid another $ 100.00 dollars fine … 
They make mor money selling strippers every day they going to fish and don’t be caught…

mailto:edsalgrami@gmail.com
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From: Jackson Murphy
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:02:34 PM

Good evening, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the
Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan. 

I am a recreational surfcaster in Massachusetts who has fished for striped bass for nearly 25
years. The decline in striped bass stocks and lack of spawning success in recent years is
deeply concerning. 

Because striped bass are a migratory species, I believe that the successful rebuilding of this
fishery requires a coordinated effort among all states they populate along the Atlantic
coastline. That is why I support Ocean Recreational Option B: one fish at 28-31” (all modes).
I believe private and charter-for-hire recreational fishing should be managed under the
same regulations. 

I also support option B1 for Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: one fish at 19-23” across
CBAY jurisdictions. 

In addition, I support 3.2.1 Option B for a 14.5 percent commercial quota reduction to the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay quotas; and 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Option B —
Board Action. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Jackson Murphy 
Boston, Mass. 

mailto:jackson.murphy4@gmail.com
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From: Will Hallett
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:03:20 PM

Hi my name is William Hallett  I am a fisherman from Connecticut. I’m writing to say that I support option B at 28-
31 inches for ocean recreational options and option b1 with 19-23 inches for Chesapeake recreational options. I also
support option B for a 14.5 % reduction for ocean and Chesapeake bay quotas as well as option b for board action in
response to the  stock assessment.
Thank you and have a happy holidays
William Hallett

mailto:w288hallett@gmail.com
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From: Zak Robinson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:04:39 PM

Good evening, please find my comments regarding Striped Bass management below. 

Option: B Excerpt from Section 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery
Option: B1 Excerpt from Section 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery
Option: B Excerpt from Section 3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification 
Option: B Excerpt from Section 3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance
Option: B Excerpt from Section 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction
Option: B Section 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates

Zak Robinson
Rising Tide Anglers
Guided Fly Fishing

6038288290

Zak@risingtideanglers.com

www.risingtideanglers.com

Portsmouth, NH and Narragansett, RI

mailto:zak@risingtideanglers.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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mailto:Zak@risingtideanglers.com
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https://www.facebook.com/Risingtideanglers
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From: Winslow Dresser
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:18:32 PM

Hi ASMFC,
I am a recreational angler from the state of Maine writing to express my support for the
options outlined below. 
I also want to express my extreme disappointment with the failure of leadership in several
states to appropriately respond to the impending disaster with striped bass stocks. It is
absolutely shameful that commercial interests are allowed to prioritize short term gains over
long term best interest of ALL (rec & commercial). I personally feel that commercial fishing
for this species should end immediately and a no-harvest moratorium should strongly be
considered. The science on our changing climate is clear and the impacts will be extreme. This
species may not bounce back as it has before even if we do give it the chance (and right now
we are not even providing that chance). 
I also encourage the ASMFC to keep in mind that failure to act appropriately here may result
in enough of us getting fed up that we contact our federal legislators and demand a different
and more responsive system for managing this fishery. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Give the existing choices, I prefer:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: [Option B]-1-fish at 28-31" with 2022 seasons (all modes). 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: [Option B1]—1 fish at 19-23" across all
Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: [Option B] with a 14.5% reduction to both the
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas. 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: [Option B]—Board Action.

Sincerely,
Winslow Dresser
Portland, ME

mailto:wdresser@gmail.com
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From: Chris Bruckner
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:25:01 PM

Looks like you have to stop targeting all striped bass fishing even recreational release if you
want any chance of getting the numbers back. I quit fishing for striped bass because it’s not
worth my time for one fish. 

Need to address menhaden fishing in the bay because bass need them as a food source.

Also need to address other states regulations, it’s ridiculous seeing post from states north of us
being able to keep fish we can’t. Until it’s even across the board it’s a losing battle. 

Thanks 
Chris Bruckner 

mailto:chrisbruckner91@gmail.com
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From: James Goodhart
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:27:49 PM

Dear Commissioners,

The striped bass stock and recruitment is in a dire situation and immediate conservation
actions are necessary. As a member of the for hire fleet, I’m in favor of 3.1.2 Chesapeake
Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY jurisdictions with
the same 2022 seasons. I’m also in favor of 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction
Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay
Quotas. I’m also in favor of 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board
Action. The members of the Commission that feel their job is to obstruct and delay
action need to be reigned in. The future of the stock and our jobs is too important. If
action is delayed and avoided the stock will likely take decades to recover. This is not
a game!

Sincerely,
James

Capt. James C.Goodhart
Shadowcaster Charters
56 Boardman St.
Newburyport, MA  01950
(978) 463-7755
www.shadowcastercharters.com

mailto:jgoodhart56@aol.com
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From: John Turvey
To: Comments; TOM FOTE; C. LOUIS BASSANO; HEATHER CORBETT; Joe Cimino; Russ Allen;

captadam@karenannii.com
Subject: [External] Re: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:39:46 PM

Dear Commissioners,

I am writing to you because I am very concerned about the status of Striped Bass. I am a New Jersey fly and spin
surf angler and have been in the sport for 20 years. I speak from the perspective of an almost exclusively catch and
release fisherman. I started fishing in 2003, when striped bass were at their more recent peak and have had the
unfortunate experience of seeing striped bass stocks get to where they are today. Striped bass fishing is my passion
and each year I travel my home state and the Northeast pursuing striped bass. Along the way. This pastime takes up
the majority of my disposable income on travel, accommodations, charters, fuel, and tackle. In recent years I have
decreased the number of charter trips I take annually because of decreased availability of striped bass. Recreational
catch and release angling is a powerful economic engine along the East Coast which bolsters coastal communities
during the shoulder seasons. This could all go away if we don’t do our part to protect these fish.

Conversations with charter captains, friends along the coast, and personal experience all agree with what the data is
telling us. The species is contracting. With less competition striped bass are more concentrated in fewer places.
Anecdotal reports of excellent fishing by boat fishermen using 21rst century electronics don’t override the fact that
striped bass are less dispersed. Whether on boat or on shore, anglers are traveling further and having to hit more
spots to locate fish. During numerous trips in the 2023 season I observed an striking absence of fish from last 5 year
classes. It was also clear that striped bass were extremely concentrated in a few limited areas while other areas of the
NJ coast has extremely limited fishing opportunities. This lack of dispersal is concerning regardless of whatever
good fishing may be reported by those who find the “bite”.

The following are my comments on the Draft Addendum II

3.1.1: (Option B) I support a continuation of the 1 fish at 28-31” regulation. I saw fewer bass harvested this season
and credit this regulation with this reduction.

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: [Option B1]-1 fish at 19-23" across all Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions
with the same 2022 seasons.
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: [Option B] with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and Chesapeake
Bay Quotas.

Strident action needs to be taken to protect the Chesapeake nursery. With record low recruitment over consecutive
seasons and the variety of environmental challenges facing the Bay, it’s critical to maintain strict management
practices to give this fishery an opportunity to recover and build back the stock of 1-5 year fish that were notably
absent during our fall run in

I am very encouraged by ASMFC’s work with Atlantic Menhaden and am seeing greater abundance of Menhaden
than I have in years. I hope that you will take action now to prevent another striped bass moratorium and to protect
the species for future generations. The longer we delay, the more challenging that recovery will be. Thank you for
considering these comments and your efforts in managing one of our most underappreciated and vitally important
natural resources.

Best,

John Turvey

John Turvey
7 Roebling Court
Leonardo NJ 07737

mailto:turveyj90@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:tfote@jcaa.org
mailto:lbassano@comcast.net
mailto:heather.corbett@dep.nj.gov
mailto:joseph.cimino@dep.nj.gov
mailto:allenra133@gmail.com
mailto:captadam@karenannii.com


From: Jonathan Harriott
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:40:23 PM

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: 
-  I support Option B - 1 fish at 28 to 31" with 2022 season (all modes)

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options
- I support Option B1- The minimum size will be 19", and the bag limit one fish. Maximum
size limit of 23"

3.1.3 For-Hire management clarification (if for-hire mode-specific limits are selected)
- I support Option B

3.1.4 Recreational filleting allowance requirements
- I support Option B

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options
- I support Option B - The ocean commercial fisheries and /or Chesapeake Bay commercial
fisheries will be managed by quotas representing up to a 14.5% reduction from their 2022
quotas with their 2022 size limits. 
-I recommend that the board select a 14.5% reduction

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment
- I support Option B - the board could respond via board action where the board could change
management measures by voting to pass a motion at a board meeting instead of developing an
addendum or amendment and different from the emergency action process.

- Jonathan Harriott

mailto:jth265@cornell.edu
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From: Mitchell Cooney
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:58:45 PM

To whom it may concern, 

I am writing to you in support of the proposed additional regulations regarding the catch,
release and harvest of striped bass. Specifically, I am recommending measures aimed at
achieving a 14.5% reduction in total removals needed to achieve F target in 2024. In
particular, I am in favor of proposed addendum items 1-4, with a particular focus on adding
addendum 2 regarding Chesapeake max recreational size, and keeping addendum 1. 

Best, 
Mitch Cooney

Boston, MA

mailto:mitchell.h.cooney@gmail.com
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From: Amelia Larkin
Cc: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Saturday, December 23, 2023 12:00:23 AM

To whom it may concern, 

I am writing to you in support of the proposed additional regulations regarding the catch, release and
harvest of striped bass. Specifically, I am recommending measures aimed at achieving a 14.5%
reduction in total removals needed to achieve F target in 2024. In particular, I am in favor of
proposed addendum items 1-4, with a particular focus on adding addendum 2 regarding Chesapeake
max recreational size, and keeping addendum 1. 

Best, 
Amelia Larkin

Boston, MA

mailto:ameliadaylarkin@gmail.com
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From: Gianfranco Z
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Saturday, December 23, 2023 12:00:47 AM

Dear Committee Members,
My name is Gianfranco Zaffina I am a recreational fisherman from Southport, Connecticut
and long time member of the Westport Striped Bass Club. I'm a catch and release surfcaster
primarily fishing my home waters of CT up to Massachusetts from March to December.  I
attended the November 30th meeting in Milford but wanted to reiterate where I stand in hopes
of helping this fishery rebound.

I support the following

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B

I've been chasing these fish for close to 30 years now and this cycle we are in seems dire, we
are playing catch up to save the stocks but not enough is being done. Speaking with friends up
and down the coast we are all in agreement things are on a drastic decline and we need to do
better, the committee needs to do better to save this resource for the future by taking action
immediately.

Thank you for your time,
Gianfranco Zaffina 

mailto:gzaffina13@gmail.com
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From: Phil Tartaglione
To: Comments
Subject: [External] striped bass adendum
Date: Saturday, December 23, 2023 12:04:12 AM

please for the love of god, do not allow the mode split. If a moratorium is not a possibility,
keep the current slot limit for ALL ANGLERS. Charter boats will "limit out" several times per
day. It's beyond gluttonous. There shouldn't be special rules that apply to certain anglers, while
other anglers get a pass. There is an entire animal species at stake, and we are
directly responsible for its success or demise. Just because people pay for a charter,
doesn't mean they should get special regulations. 

-NJ Striped Bass Angler

mailto:tartaglione86@gmail.com
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From: Eric Cronin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Saturday, December 23, 2023 12:04:16 AM

Hi,

As an avid Striped Bass enthusiast and passionate angler. I believe the striped bass population to be in danger. My
log showed only 3 outings this year where I came across fish under 20” consistently.

I am in favor of any regulation changes that support a significant conservation effort to protect all striper bass and
not a small portion of them.

For a fish that represents a massive economic impact to small businesses and manufacturers in the industry, if an
effort isn’t prioritized to rebuild the stock then your inaction is an indication that you prioritize that of political
interests and commercial interest over the larger economic sector of the recreational community.

So many people have little faith in our government in our society and it extends down to small groups that govern
the striped bass population. Every time an Addendum comes up and it goes in favor of not conservation the
community loses faith in the governing body of the population.

Don’t be the group that proves us right that our government officials can’t be trusted to do the right thing.

Eric

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:ericronin24@gmail.com
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From: colin mcelroy
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft Addendum ll
Date: Saturday, December 23, 2023 12:07:58 AM

Hello to whom it may concern,

I am reaching out due to concerning actions from the recreational and Commercial
fishermen/fisherwoman up and down the Atlantic coast who fish for striped bass. 

 What I have witnessed over the years has been really crazy in the fact of zero respect for these
fish and their opportunity to spawn. I really think that there are actions we can all take to make
a stronger comeback for better spawn opportunities. I really think a smaller size limit will help
the larger fish be able to spawn. Also limiting the amount of fish taken by commercial
fisherman. 

Whatever we can do to help these fish bounce back we need to do. With this addendum ll is a
step closer to making that happen. 
I hope for the best in this situation and hope we can all continue to enjoy the fishery we have. 
Thank you

Colin McElroy 

mailto:ctmcelroy8@gmail.com
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From: fishnsa@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Addendum 2
Date: Saturday, December 23, 2023 8:31:17 AM

I believe I saw a option for a 28”-31” slot limit recreation and a 28-33” limit for hire and I believe this is what it
should be going forward if we aren’t going to go back to the old slot limit of 28 inches to 35 inches. I have been
consistently striped bass fishing recreationally for 25 years and for higher guide for the last 15. Also commercial
fishing for striped bass the last 15 years  and in my experience have been able to catch fish consistently in all three
phases as a striped bass fisherman. Catch and release, as a guide, and commercially. I strongly do not believe we
need a 14.5% reduction in quota. Recently we have been able to meet our quota of the 7 hundred thousand lbs and
shut the fishery down pretty early and take a lot of pressure off these fish during the latter months of the season. I
have run into more fish after the season than during due to less pressure  . The “science” and “numbers” don’t
always tell the whole story . The striped bass fishery is strong . From Chesapeake bay to Nova Scotia people are
catching striped bass .
Sent from my iPhone
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From: PETER SCHWIND
To: Comments
Cc: Peter & Anne Schwind
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Sunday, December 24, 2023 10:30:51 AM

Hi Please correct date 1040 should be 1940’s.  Capt. Pete
 

From: PETER SCHWIND 
Sent: Friday, December 22, 2023 5:16 PM
To: 'comments@asmfc.org' <comments@asmfc.org>
Cc: Peter & Anne Schwind <paschwind@comcast.net>
Subject: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
 
Emilie Franke
FMP Coordinator
1050 N. Highland Street
Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, Virginia 22201

Hi,
I am a commercial Stripe Bass fisherman from Massachusetts. I have been
fishing for Striped Bass since the late 1040’s
 
I will only comment on two areas:
Ocean Recreational:  I would be in favor of option D.   As a holder of a 6 pack
license, I understand the desire of charters  (after spending hundreds dollars on
the charter) desiring to take home enough fillets for a nice fish cook out.  There
is a significate differences between a 31 inch and a 33 inch fish.   
 
Commercial Quota:   I would be strongly in favor of Option A.  Our quota has
been significant deduced through the years.  The reduced quota (reduced
fishing time) has driven quite a few of my friends out of the business.
 
Current data indicates the fishery is improving and anecdotal testimony
supports that.  I have never seen the large number of schools of Bass as I saw
last year and this year. Fish ranging from 20 to 34.5 inches.  One day I trolled
for 10 miles in a straight line looking for commercial fish.  Fishing two lines I
had a fish on almost continuously. 
 

mailto:PASCHWIND@comcast.net
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In the past I have trolled four rods from my boat.  For the past two years I only
troll 2.   My guests can’t understand.  Are your other rods broken? Etc.   We
catch so many fish within 30 minutes of fishing they are pleading with me,  “do
we have to put out the second rod.”    A few years ago it was a very rare to see
a school of bass on my fish finder.  The last two years I don’t bother looking. 
The only question is how big is the current school?
 
The fishing this Fall in New York and New Jersy is unbelievable.  I read where,
on an average trip, every patron on a 65 foot head boats lands at least five fish
a trip in the 40 to 50 pound range.  This fishing continued for weeks.   Where
did these fish come from?    It is my believe that your data collection system
has missed large schools of large fish.  
 
Tight lines,
 
Capt. Pete Schwind
paschwind@comcast.net
978-314-8988
 

mailto:paschwind@comcast.net


From: John Preti
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass
Date: Thursday, January 4, 2024 10:13:37 AM

I understand this comment regarding Striped Bass is late. I was medflighted due to cardiac arrest. I had lots of
doctors visits during the deadline period which made it impossible to contribute.

I would like to quickly say, I’ve been fishing striped bass both recreationally and commercially over 47 years.

My biggest issue is the use of treble hooks used on lures by anyone, recreational or commercial. Years back I
switched to in-line single hooks on every artificial lure I fish. Not only was the hook up to loss ratio GREATLY
increased, releasing fish was so much easier with FAR less damage to the fish. I fish primarily commercial from
Massachusetts. When I traverse the Cape Cod Canal and see literally hundreds of “recreational” anglers pitching
lures with double or triple treble hooks I cringe. Many times I’ve netted dead discards floating out the end of the
canal to and obtained a commercial limit. There is absolutely ZERO need for a recreational angler to own a treble
hook. It took me quite a few years to understand the mechanics of fishing hooks. In actuality a treble hook replaced
by single in-line hook on a casting lure will not only increase your hook up to landing ratio but promote a cleaner
release. This said by a commercial fisherman who uses single inline hooks on every lure.

I feel this is rarely talked about but would make a huge difference in the mortality of released striped bass.

Of course being a commercial fisherman whose family depends on the income generated via striped bass, I do not
support any reduction in the commercial quota. It’s never made any sense to me why someone who relies on a
resource for income, verses someone who relies on that same resource for “recreation” is ever an issue.

Thank you for your understanding regarding my late comments. I really hope you can put some thought into the
treble hook idea, I know it will greatly reduce the mortality of released fish.

Regards,

John Preti
10 Metacom Road
Mashpee, MA 02649

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Sean Cochran
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Subject: Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 1:30:00 AM

Thanks for this opportunity to comment on striped bass fishery management measures put forth through addendum
II at a time that is a critical juncture for striped bass. I am a resident of Californian who fishes annually for striped
bass in New Jersey, and here in California. I’d like to state in general I am for measures that will achieve the
quickest recovery and return to abundance for striped bass, though they may seem to some to be too much.
Ultimately, satisfaction of the angling public will be better suited by returning this important gamefish to population
sizes well above the management triggers.

1. For Ocean Recreational Fisheries I support Option B.

2. For Chesapeake Recreational Fisheries I support Option B1.

3. For commercial fisheries I support option B.

Thanks so much,
Sean Cochran

 Sent from my iPhone
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From: Tom
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Addendum II to AMD 7 Striped bass FMP
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 1:41:53 AM

To Whom it may concern,

Please allow me to provide my input to the management of striped bass for Addendum II to
AMD 7.

Section 3.1.1 Ocean recreational fishery options
I would like to see option C approved for the striped bass retention limits.

Section 3.1.3 For-Hire management clarification
I would like to see option A, which would keep it status quo.

Section 3.1.4 Recreational filleting allowance
I would like to see it status quo option A

Section 3.3 Response to stock assessment
I would like to keep it status quo option A.

Respectfully,
Thomas Logan Jr.
Fish Trap Sportfishing LLC
1655 North Ave.
Stratford, CT 06614
2033751211

mailto:tl454c@gmail.com
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From: Kelly Bloss
To: Comments
Subject: [External] “Striped Bass Draft Addendum II -support of Option C
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 1:43:26 AM

Striped Bass Draft Addendum II. I want to communicate my support of Option C. Kelly Bloss
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Capt. Brian Coombs
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striper Bass draft addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 1:44:30 AM

I fully support the American Salt Water Guides Associations positions, Regarding this
addendum. 

The ASMFC Striped Bass Board needs to initiate Addendum II to implement the necessary
changes for the 2024 fishing season.

NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT.

1. Retaining the current slot 28-31".

2. Implementing a maximum recreational size in the Chesapeake Bay.

3. Complementary reductions in the commercial fishery.

4. No mode splits, meaning same regulations for private and charter.

Captain Brian Coombs 
Get Tight Sport Fishing 
Full Time Fishing Guide!

mailto:gettightsf@gmail.com
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From: Jim Triail
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stripe bass addendum
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 4:34:37 AM

Only catch and release for 2 years

mailto:jimtriail65@gmail.com
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From: Malcolm Gilbert
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum 11
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 5:20:15 AM

To whom it may concern,
 
I am a UK resident who was introduced to the striped bass fishery in 1998 after
the stock recovered from the collapse during the 1980s & early 1990s.  Since
that year, I (with a growing number of other European avid saltwater sport
fishers)  have revisited the east coast of the USA to fish for striped bass each
and every year (sometimes twice a year)  from Montauk, Cape Cod and the
Islands (Block Island, Vineyard & Nantucket).
 
As non USA residents, we pump money into your economy for accommodation,
car rental, food and other living expenses.  The attraction is a combination of
relative abundance of fish, plus a stock structure that allows occasional capture
of old and therefore large bass aged 10+ – 15+.  Those ‘trophy’ fish are crucial
drivers of avidity.
 
As vacationers, we retain a very small proportion of captured fish keeping
literally a couple of bass between us per visit (2 to 3 weeks) to consume. For us,
the single most importance ‘value’ element of your striped bass resource is
“LIVE BASS”  and whilst many US residents with whom we’ve become greatest
of friends like to retain and eat some of the fish they catch, it is our opinion
that for the overwhelming majority, the availability of live fish to target, as
opposed to the amount of meat that can be retained, is the key driver of
angling effort and associated socio-economic benefits.
 
During recent years, our fishing successes have been largely reliant on a couple
of reasonable year classes, but it is unquestionably clear that there are
currently no decent year classes following them and our overwhelming concern
is that within a very few years, locating and catching striped bass is going to
become increasingly difficult.
 

The management priority, therefore, for myself and those I fish with, must be
to ratchet back fishing mortality in order to preserve existing stocks as far as

mailto:malcolm@nancefarm.co.uk
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possible. The precautionary principle must guide decision makers.
 
Given the current bag limit is already 1 fish, options for achieving a reduction in
harvest levels appear to be either a reduction in the size range that can be
retained (from 28 - 31 inches to 30 – 31 inches for example) or the introduction
of a zero retention season plus a scientifically calculated equivalent reduction
in the commercial quota.
 
Longer term objectives for the fishery should focus on educating recreational
anglers about fish handling to reduce mortality levels from catch and release. In
particular, the increased use of boga style jaw gripping devices give us cause for
concern. Whilst such tools are useful for steadying a fish whilst hooks are
removed with pliers, the practice of using such devices with built in weighing
scales to weigh fish (intended to be returned) by suspending them from their
jaws seems highly suspect for fish welfare.
 
The quality of life benefits for millions of recreational anglers and the economic
benefits to the US coastal economies will be best served by placing the welfare
of the fishery resource as the absolute priority.
 
Malcolm Gilbert
Nance Farm
Trink
St Ives, TR26 3JF
United Kingdom



From: John-Ryan Quick
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II.
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 5:45:44 AM

Dear ASMFC,

Fishing for Stripers is my most cherished passion. It started at a young age when my dad and grandfather would take
me out & now I get to take my dad out! It’s something I can’t wait to share with my future kids. Stripers are the
great American gamefish.

I feel a myriad of factors contribute to the current stress of our striped bass population; weather, environmental,
technology, commercial fishing, poachers, improper handling of fish, the list goes on…

Of the proposed measures, plan B is the clear option to get us to the achievable reduction in mortality rate.

I hope you select this option, and I will continue doing my part in ALWAYS catching & safely releasing, and will
ensure others around me are doing the same.

Thank you for your careful consideration on this topic.

John-Ryan Quick
Milford, CT
Eastham, MA
860-604-9630
Johnryan.quick@gmail.com

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Paul May
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stripper reg.
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 6:38:52 AM

I propose that you keep the 28”-31” slot in place, plus add bonus fish from 24” to <28” ,also should be no different
for charter fishing. Thank you, Paul May

mailto:captpaul468@gmail.com
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From: Nathaniel Pakuris
To: Comments; Rick Bellavance Jr
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 6:41:42 AM

I am not sure if my comments mean anything due to the fact that I am not a captain but a mate on FV Fish On II. If
my comment does mean anything I can absolutely agree with the opinions I just read. I have seen more striped bass
floating upside down around Block Island due to folks releasing them incorrectly then I could possibly keep track
of. Our 2023 fishing season was full of confused clients due to the fact that for some folks, they catch the biggest
fish of their like and then we inform them that the striped bass they just caught if a few inches (in most cases only 1-
2 inches) too big. Even if none of the regulations change for the 2024 fishing season on striped bass, my personal
opinion is that every single person who has the intention of catching striped bass should have a much better
understanding of how to properly revive and release their fish. We definitely had a few clients contact us saying that
they wanted to have stripped bass be the main species targeted during their charter, and once we informed them of
the slot limit, they didn’t even bother going any farther and booking a charter. Once again, I am not sure how much
my opinion matters but that’s what I have to say about the striped bass regulations.

Nathaniel Pakuris
(401)834-4600
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From: O Leyva
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 6:47:18 AM

I am writing to express my opinion on the Striped Bass Draft Addendum II before the
ASMFC.I am a New York-based angler who wants to see the stock protected up and down the
East coast but especially in vital spawning areas. It is vital that the board move to protect as
many stripers as possible. I applaud the board for taking Emergency Action by reducing the
slot limits for the 2023 season but more action is needed. We can't go back to Status Quo on
any of the options presented. Here are my preferences...

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Option B 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Option B1
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements Option B
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Option B
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Update Option B

The board's response to the Stock Assessment Update is the most important of all these
measures. The Board can no longer afford to slow-walk changes to the management measures.
If the assessment is that stock is not expected to be rebuilt by 2029, it calls for action, not
more discussion. The stock was declared overfished in 2019 and the situation hasn't only
gotten worse. Take action and help restore the fishery, as soon as possible. 

Othon Leyva
Brooklyn NY
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From: Comcast
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:06:09 AM

If you are truly serious about protecting the striped bass, then allowing the charter boats to harvest more or larger
fish is not a good idea. Also, the commercial catch allowing 15 large fish a day seems to be a rather
counterproductive idea. The 28 to 31 inch slot was supposed to protect the 2015 year class. as these fish, enter this
length, why has the slot not been adjusted? Given the economic value of the striped bass the obvious answer to me
appears to be game fish status. Thank you for your consideration.
Sent from my iPad
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From: Vincent Catalano
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:08:10 AM

Hello,

We're at the pinnacle point for rebuilding the stock of striped bass, with all the recent years of
bad spawning I urge you to do the right thing so we have a fighting chance. We owe to the
future of this fishery, the next generation of Anglers such as my kids and everyone else's...

OPTION B ACROSS THE BOARD WITH B1 FOR THE CHESAPEAKE
        
Thank you for your time,
-- 
Capt Vinny Catalano
631-766-1695
www.longislandflyfishing.com
www.joeyccharters.blogspot.com
IG : @LONGISLANDFLYFISH
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From: Brad Ries
To: Comments
Subject: [External] 2024 Striped Bass options
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:34:43 AM

I would like to suggest Option C in regards to the ASMFC Amendment II proposal.

This would benefit all involved both recreational and the for hire industry.

Thank you

Capt. Brad Ries
Someday Came Fishing Charters
(631) 603-9910
www.somedaycamefishing.com
captbrad@optonline.net
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mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Brian Bacon
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Coments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:41:22 AM

Dear Ms. Franke,

My Name is Captain Brian Bacon. I own and operate Big Game Sport Fishing Charters In
South Kingstown Rhode Island.

We support Option C. 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 seasons for private vessel/shore anglers:
1 fish at 28” to 33” with 2022 seasons for the for-hire mode.

 

This option balances the need for conservation with the socio-economic needs of the for-hire
fleet. As noted in the document, this option adds only one tenth of one percent to the projected
mortality, virtually leaving the emergency action measures in place.

 

This option would allow for-hire owners a marketable solution to the concerns voiced by our
clients who had difficulty catching fish in the 28–31-inch slot. Although not a huge increase, a
28–33-inch slot could be enough to convince them to return in 2024, under a 28–31-inch slot
many will pass up their trip in 2024.

             

The option is a coast wide option, treating all ocean for-hire vessels the same and avoids one
state having an advantage over a neighboring state.

Thank you for your consideration.

Captain Brian Bacon

Big Game Sport Fishing
401-243-7046
brian@biggamefishingri.com
www.BigGameFishingRI.com
The Big Game Fleet Sails from
Point View Marina
11 Sherman Road, Wakefield RI.

mailto:m80brian@gmail.com
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Named Charter Captain of The year by Sport Fishing Magazine



From: Mike Harney
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Struped bass addendum 2
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:42:44 AM

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
My name is Michael Harney. I am a charter captain in yarmouth. I run my charter business
emmajack charters out of bass river.
I support option c for 3.3.1
Continued support for at sea filleting 3.1.4
Status quo for for hire clarification  3.1.3
Thankyou for your time
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From: Peter Bacon
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:43:17 AM

Hello, I am in support of option C for striped bass. Thank you.

Captain Peter Bacon 
Big Game Sport Fishing
401-623-0353
Pete@biggamefishingri.com
www.BigGameFishingRI.com
The Big Game Fleet Sails from
Point View Marina
11 Sherman Road, Wakefield RI.
       
Named 2017 Charter Captain of The year by Sport Fishing Magazine
                           

                       

mailto:biggame2596@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
x-apple-data-detectors://1/1


From: Blane chocklett
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Addendum 2
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:43:34 AM

  Hello my name is Blane and I would like to make my comments about the addendum 2 draft. I choose B for ocean
recreational options. I choose B 1 for Chesapeake Bay, for the 3.2.1 commercial quota I pick option B 14.5%
reduction.3.3 I choose option B board action.
Please let’s do the right thing to save Stripers before it’s to late, the writing is on the wall especially in the
Chesapeake. Thank you for your time
Blane CHOCKLETT

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Griffin Rovira
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:48:57 AM

Goodmorning,
My comments Id like to share/Propose is instead or along with a slot limit size,
If a Trophy Fish rule could be created where instead of catching each persons limit If 1 fish oversized could be kept
per boat. The good thing about this would be instead of killing multiple fish I would be perfectly happy with 1 big
one.
 I also would think it would be a good idea to create tags for recreational fisherman with this same goal in mind,
The slot limit that has been created is honestly too small, there are so many big fish its almost pointless to fish for
the striped bass because of the amount I have to throw back. Recreational Tags mabey #5-10 that I could pay for
(hopefully not a crazy price) would give me a certain amount of fish per season I could harvest happily.

I fish out of montauk Ny all summer long and I love fishing for striped bass but I personally fish for eating and its
really disappointing when I put the time and energy into striped bass and cant even go home with any because they
were too big.
The Friends ive mentioned these Ideas too think this would be a great idea

Thankyou for reading my email and Let me know if these comments can be considered and if there are any
questions for me about ny experience with striped bass in montauk id be happy to answer them.
I would really like to see our recreational rule for striped bass turn into something everyone can be happy with.

-Griffin Rovira
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From: Jonathan Deford
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 7:49:17 AM

Dear Sirs; We need to do all that can be done to save the Striped Bass fishery. This
includes maintaining the 28 to 31 inch slot in the ocean, placing a
reasonable maximum size limit in the Chesapeake Bay, lowering the minimum size
to lower the death rate of C & R, no mode splits for charters, and reducing the
commercial allotment by 1/2. Also close the season for the month of  August when
it is hottest.    Thank you   JHD

mailto:jhdeford1@gmail.com
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From: dennis Chaprales
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:09:52 AM

I am in support of :
Option c 3.1
Option 3.14
As well as status quo for 3.13
Dennis chaprales
Predatuna Sportfishing
Sent from my iPhone
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From: John Bigda
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:12:26 AM

My observations we seem to be in this predicament every 15-20 years , the question is WHY 
I believe we are not addressing issues quick enough to maintain a healthy population of
Striped Bass that we can all enjoy. 
I support your decisions wholeheartedly and would recommend a season to be implemented
for the taking of striped bass that would be consistent for both recreational and commercial
harvesting.  
Regards,
John Bigda
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From: Greg Campbell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:43:46 AM

Shut down the plant in Reidsville. Never seen a fish that was so abundant in the 80's go
missing like the stripers have.Caught so many got sick off catching them . It's hard to believe
that the state of Virginia can't see that's the problem.Losing so much money from fisherman
each year who would come here to caught those fish.
But we know it's all about politics and that really suck's. Do the right thing.
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From: Mike Cree
To: Comments
Subject: [External] MA striped bass management
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:44:00 AM

Dear ASMFC;

Let me start by saying that I am not against commercial fishing for stripers.  Your grandmother
should be able to buy fish at a market and the resource should not just be for the people who can
catch their own. 
 
However, I believe Massachusetts' desire for revenue from sales of commercial fishing licenses is
hindering the management of the species here. The preservation of striped bass should take priority
over license revenue. I do not know the other ASMFC's state's laws and do not want to speak about
the other states besides MA, but the following may apply to other states also.
 
I have watched a large number of hobbyist fisherman get a commercial striped bass license just to
offset the cost of their hobby. Most have day jobs and fish "commercially" for nothing but striped
bass, which they would have been fishing for anyways. I have seen many large fish hit the scales over
the years. These are typically large females that could do much to help this species recover. 
 
I believe commercial licenses should only be made available to the fisherman making their primary
living in this manner. These would be the people catching different species commercially as the
seasons allow. Whether it be stripers, lobsters, clamming, tuna, etc.
 
One way to do this would be to only sell licenses to people who met a minimum reasonable sale
amount in the previous year. Obviously that doesn't help prevent the hobby fisherman in year one,
but it prevents that person from doing this year after year. Exceptions could be made for things like
verified health issues that kept a person sidelined for a season.

Another method to consider is to have poundage minimums in order to retain a license with at least
3 different species commercially harvested.  Also, similar to the sales volume method mentioned
above, it does not help for year one, but stops a license from being sold to the hobby fisherman year
after year.

A third method would be to increase the cost of a commercial striped bass fishing license. That could
make the financial barrier for a hobby fisherman just offsetting their vacation day costs too high to
have the effort be worthwhile. Or maybe some combination of the above is in order.
 
I realize this is just one small piece of a large management issue, but some portion of the large
breeders may be saved by reducing this section of the commercial fishing effort. Quotas, size limits,
slot limits, circle hooks, season restrictions, and all the other management tools need to play into
this also.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to add my two cents towards reducing striped bass mortality.

mailto:mcree1960@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


Michael J Cree
Mansfield, MA
(508) 269-7453



From: Joe Webster
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Addendum II Comment in Support of Striped Bass Conservation
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:58:39 AM

Dear ASMFC,

I am writing as an angler, conservationist and manager of All Points Fly Shop + Outfitter
who’s career depends on an abundance of striped bass. I fully support all actions to be
put in place to to protect and preserve the striped bass population on the east coast (see
following):

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all
CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both
the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action.

Really this is a no brainer. A fish alive is worth much more than a fish dead. Striped bass
fuel an entire industry of recreational anglers. This industy supports countless small
businesses and hard working people that are the back bone of the east coast culture and
there is no doubt a strong economical benefit to having an abundance of striped bass.
Please put all measures in place to protect this incredibly important resource.

Joe Webster

mailto:joe@allpointsflyfishing.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Robert Nyman
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 8:59:20 AM

The current or a modified slot is fine.
No split mode! Recreational and for hire boats should have the same regs whether from a boat or beach.

Thank you, Bob Nyman

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:rmnyman@icloud.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Jack Harte
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:13:45 AM

“B” across the board; 

“B-1” for Chesapeake. 

Thank you,

Jack Harte

mailto:jackmharte@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Hunter Zandri
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:22:16 AM

Option B 

mailto:zandrihunter@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Stephen Dangelo
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:27:48 AM

Hello,

My name is Stephen D'Angelo and fill in your name) and I'm a recreational angler living in
Massachusetts.  I appreciate the ASMFC reading this and taking my comments into
consideration. The following reflects the selections that I'd like to see come out of Addendum
II:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31" with 2022 seasons (all modes). 

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1-fish at 19-23” with 2022 seasons
(all modes). 

3.1.3 For-Hire Management: N/A per our positions, but Option B—applicable only to patrons
if a mode split is selected. 

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting: Option B. 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B
with a 14.5% reduction to the ocean and Chesapeake fisheries. 3.3 Response to Stock
Assessment: Option B—Board Action. 

4.0 Compliance Schedule: Implement measures as soon as possible in 2024 to reduce fishing
mortality. Jurisdictions that do not implement Addendum II’s final management measures in
2024 should be found out of compliance.   

Thank you,

mailto:stephen@kismetoutfitters.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Bill
To: Comments; Dan Mckiernan; Raymond Kane; tom.oshea@mass.gov; RUSS DUNN; Michael Pentony
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:46:18 AM

To all parties involved, 

As a commercial Striped bass fisherman I urge the council to
Vote for Option A Status Quo for section 3.2.1 commercial quota reduction options.
The Massachusetts commercial quota alone will suffer close to 100,000 pound cut with only a
1.6% improvement over the recreational sectors proposed reduction.
That's a big hit to the local rod & reel fishermen who depend on this fishery. Another hard
financial hit to each individual permit holder.
We are already fishing at an 18% reduction from amendment 7, another cut is not necessary.
Respectfully,

Bill Muise
Commercial Striped Bass fisherman
Gloucester, MA

*******(CLUBS LETTER BELOW)********

The Massachusetts Commercial Striped Bass Association Respectfully submits the attached
comments to the ASMFC for Addendum II 

December 20, 2023

Ms. Emily Frank

FMP Coordinator

ASMFC

Comments to amendment II:

We are the voice of the Massachusetts Commercial Striped Bass fishery, with a membership
of over 1,000 commercial rod & reel permit holders and growing. 

We welcome the opportunity to comment on the ASMFC’s Striped Bass Addendum II
Commercial measures.

We recommend the ASMFC and the Massachusetts DMF Take a position in support of its
small local commercial rod & reel fishermen on Addendum 2, section 3.2.1 Option A. Status
Quo. (no reduction to the commercial quota)

The proposed 14.5% reduction equates to almost 100,000 pounds of fish. That alone equates
to over $500,000 at today’s average wholesale prices, and close to 2.5 Million dollars retail.

mailto:ubbmuise@comcast.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
mailto:dan.mckiernan@state.ma.us
mailto:ray@capecodfishermen.org
mailto:tom.oshea@mass.gov
mailto:russell.dunn@noaa.gov
mailto:michael.pentony@noaa.gov


Massachusetts has about 650 “active” (1000+ pound) permit holders. That would be almost a
$4,000 direct out of pocket hit to each one of those individual permit holders.

Furthermore a status quo vote would only equate to a 1.6% difference on the recreational
sector, on what could very well be hypothetical numbers to begin with. (MRIP surveys).

The commercial sector is already fishing at an 18% reduction from amendment 7, another
14.5% decrease to the quota is not justifiable now simply because the recreational sector’s
catch numbers are up by 88%.

The commercial striped bass fishery is and has been very well managed with each and every
pound being accounted for on multiple levels. WE urge you to let that continue.

On behalf of the Massachusetts Commercial Striped Bass Association we ask that the ASMFC
and the Massachusetts DMF support our local fishermen with a vote of status quo, No
reduction.

Respectfully, 

The 1,000+ members of the 

                                  Massachusetts Commercial Striped Bass Association

Texting me is best but email is OK too. 
Thanks,
Bill
978-204-5288



From: Toby Lapinski
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:46:51 AM

I live in Connecticut and and on any given season I fish for striped bass in as many as 5
neighboring states, putting in around 100 trips annually. I have been fishing for striped bass
for more than 40 years. 

Regarding Draft Addendum II, I support the following options:

3.1.1 Option B - I do not support mode splits. Even though the science shows that the for-hire
group harvests a small percentage of the total private harvest annually, there is no reason that
an angler within the same group should be able to harvest a different size fish simply because
they paid a captain for the privilege. Further, breaking out groups within the private sector will
only serve to further feed the disdain between the two groups within a fishery.
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

Thank you,
            Toby Lapinski

mailto:toby.lapinski@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Patrick Kinlan
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II.
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:56:14 AM

My opinions on the upcoming striped bass addendum. 

I think the 2 weeks where you are allowed to catch striped bass up to 35 inches in the
Chesapeake bay area should be eliminated. It should be 19-31 inches, just like the rest of the
season. 
I think the size slot in NY waters should stay at 28-31 inches for ALL fishermen. However I
also feel the size limit should be reduced. Smaller fish have a higher rate of falling victim to
predation in their natural habitat anyway, and larger fish have many more eggs so the fishery
will be more sustainable that way. I would keep the daily limit at one fish and make the size
slot maybe 20-24 inches...or even smaller like maybe 18-20 inches. 
I would also install a moratorium on fishing durring their spawning cycle and for about a
month before it.

Thank you
Patrick Kinlan

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

mailto:patknln@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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From: mark darin
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Amendment 2
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:58:31 AM

Striped Bass mortality could be significantly reduced by limiting hooks with barbs. The large plugs with multiple
barbed trebles are ripping the fish up and causing longer out of water times for anglers to release the fish. Single
barbless hooks would significantly reduce mortality if only incorporated or at the very least highly recommended . I
crush all my barbs and lose very few fish…..and the fish are much better off.

This is just a quick comment whether it applies or not, but I’ve been on the water for years recreationally and I see
the abuse these fish get that could be avoided by a simple change. Pretty hard to enforce but it would really help.
Like in-line bait hooks, I think most anglers would understand and mortality’s rates would definitely decrease.

Thank you.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:mark.darin@sbcglobal.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: the6thBurrito
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPER CONSERVATION
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:00:54 AM

Please consider putting tougher limits on sizes and fish per day in the commercial fishery, as
well as the methods used (nets); the tragedy in Maine this year sticks out in my mind with nets
killing off more than 2k Stripers. It seems restrictions are more stringent on the recreational
anglers who don’t come nearly as close to the catch potential as the commercial fishery, and
that just doesn’t make sense if we’re really trying to make a positive change.

mailto:caggainello@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Ben Scott
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:02:51 AM

Dear Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC),

I ask the Board to recognize the value and importance of this fish when it is alive and in
abundance. I am writing to you to express my full support of all measures that will best
safeguard the surviving year classes of Striped Bass. Striped Bass must be restored to
abundance and need to be treated and managed with the utmost respect. It is critical that you
do everything in your power to guarantee successful stock rebuild, and the long-term health of
this fishery and culture. Please take this opportunity to position this treasured species for
recovery and long-term success.

My recommendations are as follows:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options
Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options
Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options
Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment
Option B—Board Action.

Thank you for your time and careful consideration.

Best,
Ben Scott

mailto:bscottdesign@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: kholmes9290@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:09:18 AM

I fully support “Option C”. 

Thank you

Ken Holmes,
Manorville, NY

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:kholmes9290@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Stephen McNeil
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:10:40 AM

Hello,   I am reaching out regarding Addendum II.  

I am an avid saltwater fisherman.  Primarily from shore, but do spend a fair amount
of time fishing from boats (private and charter).  I have two young daughters that I
enjoy spending time with on the water, and am fearful that the fishery will not support
their ability to enjoy this sport at the current harvest pace.

My general commentary for the board is to focus on consistent measures  across the
recreational fishery (private and charter), as well as uniformity for the states that
support this fishery.

I strongly support a smaller slot limit (28"- 31") for all fisheries up/down the East
Coast, including the spawning areas in the Chesapeake Bay.

I also strongly support a reduction in commercial harvest (14.5%) to ensure the long-
term viability of the species.

Thanks for all you do in helping to protect this valuable resource.

Steve McNeil
 

mailto:steve@mymcneil.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: mpaw@me.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] NYS Striped Bass management
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:12:35 AM

Hello,

Please take any steps necessary to accelerate the rebuilding of our striped bass population.
Keep the 28-to-31-inch slot limit, or better yet raise it higher, and let ASMFC be allowed to act on coming stock
assessments immediately.

Thank you,

Tom Holmes
Westhampton, NY

mailto:mpaw@me.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Connor Lynch
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II Comments
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:20:28 AM

Hi,

I’m submitting my vote for Option B and Option B1 for the Chesapeake bay.

Considering 5 consecutive years of failed spawns in the CBay, I am very worried what the future of this fishery
looks like. We need to keep as many fish in the system now as we can.

Please protect these fish!

Thanks,
Connor Lynch
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:c.lynch1493@outlook.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Jerry Audet
To: Comments
Cc: JERRY AUDET
Subject: [External] Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:20:55 AM

To the commission

I am commenting on draft addendum II for striped bass management. I am representing myself
only.

Before I choose my preference for each point, I want to quickly make a broad comment. I am
intensely frustrated by the consistent decision by the commission to preferentially support the
commercial sector when they discuss the impact of new measures on constraining harvest, or
liberating it. There is very little, or no, recognition of those businesses that rely on an abundant
stock. Yes, the commission acknowledges repeatedly that private citizens value the resource
primarily as a sport fishery, that they are the largest stakeholders, but there is almost no
discussion of the "in between'' businesses- like myself- who rely on the sport fishery, and a
highly abundant stock. Certainly, there is an order of magnitude more individuals, and a
proportional part of local and national economies, that rely on the sport fishery when
compared to those who are directly involved in the harvest of the fish for consumption. From
media, to hospitality, to gifts, to local tackle shops, tackle manufacturers and all the other
niche markets, the "sport fishery industry" out strips the commercial sector considerably. So
then, why is there so little representation? Instead we are lumped into the sector with "general
public" or "recreational anglers." We are, arguably, the largest financial stake holder of the
fishery- and without an abundant stock, we collapse. There is not species to pivot to, in the
equivalent way a commercial fisherman could instead target a (more lucrative) species. There
is nothing equivalent as the light tackle, inshore, and shore-based striped bass market in the
north east.

Please consider that in your decisions. It should weigh heavily on the conscious of all
commision members, who seem to make decisions in a vacuum, and often in disregard to what
even the public asks.

With that said, I choose the following options for Amendment 7, Addendum 2:

3.1.1 Option B

3.1.2 Option B1

3.2.1 Option B

3.1.4 Option B

3.3 Option B

Thank you for reading all these comments, and giving your time in support of public service.
Despite the anger often expressed in these emails, and the frustration that clearly shines
through in my own email, I (and we) do appreciate your service.

mailto:indeepoutdoorsmedia@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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Wishing you the best in the new year
J

-- 
Jerry Audet
Freelance Writer, Photographer, and Editor
Managing Editor & Advertising, Surfcaster's Journal
Columnist, Fishing Tackle Retailer
indeepoutdoorsmedia@gmail.com
///
www.indeepoutdoors.com
www.surfcastersjournal.com

mailto:indeepoutdoorsmedia@gmail.com
http://www.indeepoutdoors.com/
http://www.surfcastersjournal.com/


From: Matthew Wheeler
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:32:14 AM

I recommend that the ocean commercial fisheries AND the Chesapeake Bay
commercial fisheries will be managed by quotas representing at least a 14.5%
reduction from their 2022 quotas with their 2022 size limits.

I also recommend:

(1) maintaining the current  28-31” slot for the ocean fishery
(2) implementing a maximum recreational size in the Chesapeake Bay
(3) complementary reductions in the commercial fishery
(4) no mode splits, meaning same regulations for private and charter. 

(5) Large "Party Boat" charter boats limited to one trip per day.  Ex: 50 anglers per trip x 2
trips a day = 100 slot sized fish taken each and every day.  Not acceptable!

Respectfully,
Matt Wheeler

mailto:wheelsmma@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Norman Davidson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:34:42 AM

I am a recreational striped bass fisherman and over the past two years my catch rate and size of catch has decreased
dramatically.
I support all options that will restrict the commercial and recreational catches of striped bass. I believe there are tens
of thousands of bass caught illegally by recreational and commercial fishermen that are never recorded.
The worst problem is the commercial 6 pack boats bringing 6 guys out and limiting out, sometimes twice a day.
Then I heard about and saw both commercial and recreational guys at night off the shore of Cape Ann locating a
huge school of stripers and decimating them. There were sometimes over 100 boats working these fish over. I doubt
regulations were followed.
These wonderful gamefish need protection or they will be wiped out. We need far stricter regulations, especially
amoung the commercial fishery as they have the knowledge and equipment to Devi state the population.
Sincerely,
Norm Davidson
4 Farragut Rd, unit 2
Ipswich, Ma. 01938

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:dunelane2@gmail.com
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From: Leone, Jim
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stripedbass Regulations
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:38:33 AM

To whom it may concern,

My position as that we would maintain current regulation.  As someone who derives 100% of my income from
fishing industry it would be a devastating blow to be further regulated or shut down a fishery as important as
stripedbass.  My concern as that the science needs to be updated because of rising ocean temps in the Atlantic,
changes in migration and breading patterns.   Therefore the science that has been used for many years specifically as
pertains to the Chesapeake does not accurately reflect the total population that has moved further north.  I believe
there needs to be new research that takes into account obvious climate change before we start further restricting a
fishery our industry and coastal communities are dependent on. 

Regards
James Leone

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jleone@FOLSOMCORP.COM
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From: Christopher Moro
To: Comments
Cc: Dan Mckiernan; Raymond Kane; Michael Pentony; tom.oshea@mass.gov; RUSS DUNN
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:41:27 AM

As a commercial Striped bass fisherman I urge the council to 
Vote for Option A Status Quo for section 3.2.1 commercial quota reduction options.
The Massachusetts commercial quota alone will suffer close to 100,000 pound cut with only a
1.6% improvement over the recreational sectors proposed reduction.
That's a big hit to the local rod & reel fishermen who depend on this fishery. Another hard
financial hit to each individual permit holder.
We are already fishing at an 18% reduction from amendment 7, another cut is not necessary.
Respectfully,

Chris Moro
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From: SCOTT LUNDBERG
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:43:00 AM

My name is Scott Lundberg. I am the captain and owner of Reel to Reel Sportfishing LLC in Pt. Judith
Rhode Island. I have been a full time charter boat captain since 1993. I am writing to you to express my
strong support for OPTION C in Section 311 as outlined in  the ASMFC DRAFT ADDENDUM to
Amendment 7 for Atlantic Striped bass. I would also like to express my support for Option A in Section
314 which proposes status quo. It would be a hardship for our industry and would disrupt our business
efficiency. It is very difficult to find mates because of random drug testing requirements and adding hours
to their day would make it even more difficult. On a side note I would suggest banning live eel fishing at
least for a few years. It breaks my heart to see these beautiful creatures floating by me because they
were gut hooked or not handled properly and quickly released. Banning live eel fishing would cut the
recreational catch and mortality rate significantly. Sincerely, Captain Scott Lundberg

mailto:reelsportfishing@verizon.net
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Robert Huddy
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Re: DRAFT ADDENDUM II TO AMENDMENT 7 TO THE INTERSTATE FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN

FOR ATLANTIC STRIPED BASS Interim Management Measures
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:43:12 AM

I noticed that I need to comment on a number of Options within the  DRAFT ADDENDUM II TO
AMENDMENT 7  and would like to revise my previous comments to include/be revised to the following:

3.1.1 Option B
3.1.2 Option B1
3.2.1 Option B
3.1.4 Option B
3.3 Option B

thank you again for your consideration of my comments

Bob Huddy

On Wed, Dec 20, 2023 at 8:43 AM Robert Huddy <rphud4@gmail.com> wrote:
To Whom it may concern

I am writing in response to the ASMFC request for comments on the DRAFT ADDENDUM II TO
AMENDMENT 7 TO THE INTERSTATE FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR ATLANTIC STRIPED BASS
Interim Management Measures .

My name is Bob Huddy and I currently reside in Connecticut and fish for Striped Bass in New
Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island and Massachusetts.

I started fishing for Striped Bass in New Jersey in the early 1970’s, so I have seen some very good
years and some very, very bad years. The bad years being the years leading up to when
moratorium were in place, and the years when moratorium were in place.

As I am closing in on retirement and have two sons in their 30’s that will fish with me on occasion,
I am very concerned about the current state of the Striped Bass fishery and even more so about
the apparent trend of the fishery. I believe significant action is required in the very near term in
order to avoid another period of “bad years” upon us.

My personal belief is that the best near-term solution would be a moratorium on recreational
fishing that would allow fishing as catch and release only (preferably with modified hooks to
prevent mortality as best as is feasible). Given that, I am voicing my support for Option B. 1 fish at
28” to 31” with 2022 seasons (all modes) since it is shown to have the greatest predicted result.

Thank you for your consideration of my position and comments.

mailto:rphud4@gmail.com
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From: mattack3@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Stop killing fish
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:43:17 AM

Stop any charters from keeping fish and make them a sport fish. You’re killing one of the oceans most important
fish….

mailto:mattack3@gmail.com
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From: Paul Skydell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:45:21 AM

Good afternoon,

I am a recreational angler ( fly fishing) who has lived through the best of times and the worst of times for Striped
Bass. I strongly urge the immediate adoption of Draft Addendum II.

This is not only a moral imperative, but makes good economic sense.

We have an opportunity to collectively, under your leadership, to do the right thing and not do what is merely
expedient. Please do the right thing.

Kind regards,

Paul Skydell

mailto:pskydell@me.com
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From: Carter Abramson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:49:21 AM
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ASMFC,
 
In regards to the striped bass addendum II, Simms Fishing supports the following messaging from
the ASGA,

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Options: Option B—1-fish at 28-31″ with 2022 seasons (all
modes).

Let’s face it, recreational anglers harvested way too many fish in 2022, as the strong
2015 year-class recruited into the then 28-35” slot limit. ASGA supported the
Emergency Action measure, and we still do. It is critical that managers continue
efforts to protect the 2015 year-class and maintaining the 28-31” slot achieves that
goal, while providing some consistency for anglers and the stock assessment
scientists. 
 
We do not support mode splits. The Recreational sector (private and charter/for-hire)
should continue to be managed under the same regulations. 
 
These measures will likely only be in place for just next year; the 2024 Striped Bass
Stock Assessment Update is scheduled for late-2024, and another management
action is probable. In other words, there is a good chance that the assessment shows
us that additional actions will be required in order to successfully rebuild striped bass
SSB by the 2029 deadline.
 
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Options: Option B1—1 fish at 19-23” across
all CBAY jurisdictions with the same 2022 seasons. 

After five consecutive years of poor spawning success, the Chesapeake Bay
region is in desperate need for conservation and precautionary fisheries
management. ASGA supports Option B1 for many of the same reasons
applicable to the ocean, but now the Bay’s recreational fisheries need to
contribute to conservation. If the Ocean fishery can have a 3” slot, then the
Chesapeake can deal with a 4” slot. 
Mode splits in the Bay should be fiercely opposed. Through previous
conservation equivalency proposals, Maryland implemented a program to allow
Charter/For-Hire passengers the ability to harvest two striped bass compared to
one fish for the rest of the recreational sector. Maryland’s Chesapeake Bay for-
hire fleet harvested 142,098 stripers; the coastwide total for the for-hire fleet
was 281,289 fish. By giving Maryland’s charter fleet two fish, they harvested
more than the rest of the Bay and the ocean combined. This is what happens

mailto:carter.abramson@simmsfishing.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org
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when a state agency picks favorites.  
Option B1 would place all of the Chesapeake’s jurisdictions under the same size
and creel limit, achieving far greater consistency across the region. 
Also, the 23” max will add a layer of protection for the average 2017- and 2018-
year classes which will still have some presence in the bay. The current
maximum size in MD would still allow harvest of these valuable fish. The
proposed 19-23” slot would avoid these fish. 

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: Option B with a 14.5% reduction to
both the Ocean and Chesapeake Bay Quotas.

Before we go any further, understand that this option may be entirely
meaningless—unless states take matters into their own hands. For one, due to
quota underutilization, a reduction in quota does not guarantee an actual
reduction in fishing mortality—the ocean region has been using most of its
quota in recent years and will see a reduction in fishing mortality; the
Chesapeake Bay will not see much of any reduction with a 14.5% quota cut.
Second, there are huge question marks around when states would even
implement these changes. Doesn’t it seem disingenuous when certain states
wait until the last minute to claim that implementing these commercial changes
in 2024 would not be possible? We have a hard time buying this. Yes,
commercial landings accounting is far more robust than in the recreational
sector. But, if Maryland really wanted to take part in meaningful conservation,
they would work through the challenges and issue new tags and IFQs for 2024.
Don’t hold your breath.  
Another piece of context is to distinguish the Ocean and Chesapeake
commercial fisheries, because in general, ASGA is not opposed to commercial
fishing. The Ocean commercial fishery has taken all the reductions placed on
the recreational sector, with the Emergency Action being the only outlier.  
The Chesapeake Bay has not taken a meaningful reduction since 2015. The
Chesapeake commercial quota has taken a whopping 1.8% reduction.
Since 2020, Chesapeake Bay quota utilization hovered around 80%. This is
concerning on multiple fronts: there are clearly not enough fish in the system
AND quota reductions less than 20% will have zero impact. 
The 14.5% reduction is off the quota, not landings (the amount of fish harvested
commercially). That means once again the Chesapeake Bay commercial fishery
will not do their part to restore striped bass, as landings could be the same as
last year.  
ASGA is supporting Option B with a 14.5% reduction to both fisheries. 
Do we think the Bay’s cut should be greater or specifically target landings? Of
course we do, but that is not an option in this document. Remember, to be an
effective advocate you need to support options that are being considered. 
We will be reaching out to each state to determine whether they can implement
these commercial management changes in 2024. 

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Option B—Board Action. 



Remember, the above options will likely only be effective for 2024 (and if at all
on the commercial side), so this option may have the greatest impact on striped
bass management. Next fall (likely at the 2024 Annual ASMFC Meeting), the
Striped Bass Board will see the results of a new stock assessment update. We
won’t speculate much other than by saying this string of poor recruitment is
going to have a significant impact on the rebuilding projections, and additional
management changes are needed to improve the odds of rebuilding by 2029.
This option would allow the Board to move quickly to implement those new
management measures through a simple majority. Without the Board action
provision, the management process could take up to a year to respond. 
Public input, while not formalized through a management action, is not
precluded by this option. ASGA regularly communicates with SB Board
Members to share our perspectives on management. You can too. Get to know
your respective Board Member, ask them questions, share with them how you
want this fishery to look like in 12 years. It is Important. In this day and age,
public involvement is as easy as ever. 

 
 
Thanks,

Carter Abramson | Social Media Specialist

 
 

 
  
 

https://www.instagram.com/simmsfishing
https://www.facebook.com/simmsfishing
https://www.youtube.com/c/SimmsFishingProducts
https://www.simmsfishing.com/


From: santofuse@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II. Supporting option B: Keeping the 28"-31" slot.
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:04:56 AM

To whom it may concern,
I am recreational charter captain.  Between May and November, most of my time is spent on the
water with clients.  While it is great to end a trip with sending fish home for dinner, it is a successful
day on the water, targeting and catching fish, that create memories and keep clients coming back.  
I fully supported the emergency slot adjustment enacted in 2023 to preserve the dwindling biomass
of fish.  Given the data presented in addendum II, I remain strongly in favor of Option B, maintaining
the 28”-31” slot, for the recreational striped bass fishery. 
 
Best regards,
Tony Santosus  
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From: Nat Thompson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:05:17 AM

To whom it may concern,

This couldn’t be simpler:

Support Option B across the board…all modes. For the Chesapeake Recreational Fishery
support Option B1.

Boom. DONE! Mic drop! 

We must manage these fish for abundance before it’s too late. Please...do the right thing!

Nat

Nat Thompson
Producer
Greenlight Maine
Greenlight Maine College Edition
Elevating Voices
207-831-8553
 

Greenlight Maine Website

mailto:natpthompson@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: David Ziegler
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Slot size for striped bass.
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:06:33 AM

Slot size should be 28 to 33 in inches. Commercial boats should have to 
Use the same hooks that non commercial use. 

mailto:dvdziegler@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Emmons Whited
To: Comments
Subject: [External] STRIPED BASS DRAFT ADDENDUM II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:07:53 AM

Please consider Option B across the board and Option B-1 for the Chesapeake. 

Thank you. 

mailto:emmons.whited@gmail.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Stephen Kalinick
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum 2.
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:08:25 AM


 

Good Morning Ms. Emily Frank,

I am emailing on behalf of all the commercial Striped Bass fleet that fishes Massachusetts waters and I’m in favor
of, in section 3.2.1 Option A. Status Quo. (No reduction). To start off I have been fishing the waters of
Massachusetts my whole life and have more insight than most people about the general concern of the striped bass
population. As a commercial fleet we do not want to see our quota continuously taken away while there is a clear
indication of a healthy population of fish coast wide. We fallow the rules and limited to a small quota compared to
how many fish are taken yearly by recreational fisherman or mishandling. This being said I am primarily a solo
fisherman when it comes to recreational and the daily occurrence I see of the amount of fish is staggering. Not only
do I see it recreationally fishing but commercially as well. It’s hard to believe that there is any population issue and
every will be catching and seeing what I do. These fish came back from nothing and the amount of fish there is now
compared to then belittles it. It’s all class sizes it not just one. From schoolies to cow bass. There is plenty of fish to
meet the goal by 2029. It’s ridiculous to me that taking quota from the commercial fleet is even an option. We are
limited to a small quota in comparison to recreational harvest and mishandling mortality. 14.5% reduction would be
close to 100,000lbs. This is apart of our income, taking this much weight is a finical burden considering we are
already fishing at a 18% reduction from amendment 7. Not only this we love doing it and it is tradition. It’s
distressing to me when my season ends as well as everyone else and limiting our season ever more would suck. I do
think there’s needs to initiative in educating the recreational fisherman because the amount of fish killed each year
by mishandling could theoretically reproduce the whole striper population. I’m out there a lot, more than most and
the amount of dead fish I see from mishandling is out of control and could be reduced. Something as simple as a
class or video required to get your license as a recreational fisherman. It makes me mad seeing the amount of fish
killed from ripping the hook out, throwing them on rocks or sand, suffocating them from glory pictures and the list
goes on. All these issues could be addressed. I’m not going to keep going on, hopefully the state makes the right
decisions in support of our local Rod and Reel fisherman.

Sincerely,
Stephen Kalinick.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:stephen9kal@icloud.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org


From: Carl Nova
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass management
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:14:33 AM

I support slot management rules for all private and charter fishing. The commercial fishery should be shut down or
at least The limits should be same for all.  If anyone should be given a pass on a wider slot it is shore based 
fishermen. 
Carl Nova , RI
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:carlnova26@gmail.com
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From: Capt. Carle Hildreth
To: Comments
Subject: [External] comments on Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:18:52 AM

My name is Carle Hildreth and I have been fishing for stripers from shore and boat in Maine, New Hampshire and Cape Cod
since 2003. I have been a full time striped bass charterboat captain in Portland, Maine since 2012. I have built my business
around catch and release striped bass sportfishing. It is imperative we stay the course and protect as many of the 2015 year
class striped bass as possible. Lifting the pedal on reducing the mortality rate of these fish would present monumental
management challenges in the near future. I implore you to remember the long term vision of striped bass management.
Please do not cave to the pressure and immediate desires of parties that lack or ignore the foresight of long term striped bass
management or are unwilling to make short term compromises in order to ensure the fishery is sustainable. I say this with all
due respect. I understand you have difficult decisions to make. 
Here are the options I support:
3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: I Support Option B—1-fish at 28 to 31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes)
3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: I Support Option B1
3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): I Support Option B
3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: I Support Option B
3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: I Support Option B
3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: I Support Option B

Thank you for your time and effort with this.
Carle Hildreth
No Slack! Striper Fishing Charters
PO BOX 485
Portland, ME 04112

-- 
Capt. Carle Hildreth
207-450-9428

mailto:captain@noslackcharters.com
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From: kja270@aol.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:21:22 AM

Folks

   I would like to register my support for the following opting regarding Amendment 7.

Ocean Recreational Fishery Options:  I support Option B

Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: I support Option B1

For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are selected): I support Option B

Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: I support Option B

 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: I support Option B

Response to Stock Assessment: I support Option B

Thank you
Jeff Amberson

mailto:kja270@aol.com
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From: Robert Schmitt
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped bass draft addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:24:11 AM

I support option 3

Captain Bob Schmitt
Sea Rogue Charters
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:searoguecharters@yahoo.com
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From: Chris Evans
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Subject line: Striped Bass Addendum II *************** I support the following options. 3.1.1

option C. This option is beneficial for charter boats who may be struggling to find striped bass within the small 3”
slot window for their ...

Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:39:58 AM

3.1.4 option A status quo
This is a solution to a problem that doesn't exist. Many charter boats are unable to clean fish at
their docks due to local rules or time constraints. Most of the time they are back to back trips
sometimes three trips in a day. Changing this allowance is not necessary and if changed would
require additional laws regarding keeping racks. Where boats may have more racks than
clients on board and no fillets to show of it

3.3 option A status quo. The public input is very important in any type of rule making process.
Moreover this is viewed as a democratic process. At this time many fishermen question the
science not being consistent with observations on the water this is more important than ever I
believe. The amendment process ensures the public that they are involved in the decisions.
And in my opinion is not that long of a process.

      Striped bass commercial permit holder
           Christopher Evans. 

Sent from my T-Mobile 5G Device

mailto:Chris_E1781@outlook.com
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From: Jeffrey Adams
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 11:54:18 AM

Dear Sirs: Please keep the 28-to- 31-inch slot limit, adjust commercial fishing quotas in line with recreational ones,
and that the ASMFC be allowed to act on coming stock assessments immediately. Please take the necessary steps to
accelerate the critical rebuilding of Striped Bass populations .     Thank you for allowing me to comment on this
vital issue.  Jeffrey Adams  8 Willow Lane, Quogue, New York 11959

mailto:jeffaada@optonline.net
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From: Sean Tracey
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Striped Bass Draft Addendum II
Date: Friday, December 22, 2023 10:53:11 AM
Attachments: STA_Logo_Color.png

To Whom It May Concern:
I am a USCG-licensed fishing guide who relies on a solid population of striped bass for my
charters.
My boat has a strickly “catch and release” policy, because I know our striper population is
threatened.
Therefore I support:

3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options: I Support Option B—1-fish at
28 to 31″ with 2022 seasons (all modes).

3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options: I Support
Option B1—Apply a standard minimum size limit, maximum size limit, and
bag limit to the Bay jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons. The minimum size shall
be 19” and the bag limit 1 fish. Maximum size limit of 23”.

3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific
Limits are selected): I Support Option B—For-hire management
measures apply only to patrons during a for-hire trip; captain and crew
during a for-hire trip are subject to the private vessel/shore angler limits.

3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements: I Support
Option B—For states that authorize at-sea/shore-side filleting of striped
bass, establish minimum requirements, including requirements for: racks
to be retained; skin to be left intact; and possession to be limited to no
more than two fillets per legal fish. States should consider including
language about when and where racks may be disposed of, specific to
each mode allowed to fillet at-sea/shore.

3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options: I Support Option
B—The ocean commercial fisheries and/or Chesapeake Bay commercial
fisheries will be managed by quotas representing up to a 14.5% reduction
from their 2022 quotas with their 2022 size limits. The Board will select the
specific percent reduction between zero and 14.5%.

3.3 Response to Stock Assessment: Support Option B—The Board
could respond via Board action where the Board could change
management measures by voting to pass a motion at a Board meeting
instead of developing an addendum or amendment and different from

mailto:sean@seantracey.com
mailto:comments@asmfc.org



the emergency action process.

Sincerely

Capt Sean Tracey

email: sean@seantracey.com
m.603/828-6010
o 603/427-2800, ext 110
visit us:    seantracey.com

401 State Street, Suite 3
Portsmouth, NH  03801
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MEMORANDUM 

 

M24-10 

Sustainable and Cooperative Management of Atlantic Coastal Fisheries 

TO: Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board 
 
FROM: Atlantic Striped Bass Advisory Panel 
 
DATE: January 16, 2024  
 
SUBJECT: Advisory Panel Recommendations on Draft Addendum II Options 
 
The Atlantic Striped Bass Advisory Panel (AP) met via webinar on January 11, 2024 to discuss AP 
recommendations on the proposed options in Striped Bass Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7, 
and to review New Jersey’s conservation equivalency proposal. ASMFC staff provided the AP 
with an overview of the draft addendum background, proposed options, and a summary of 
public hearing comments. The following is a summary of AP members’ recommended options 
and rationale. 
 
AP Members in Attendance  
Louis Bassano (Chair, NJ recreational) Bob Danielson (NY recreational) 
Bob Humphrey (ME for-hire) Eleanor Bochenek (NJ rec, fisheries scientist) 
Peter Whelan (NH recreational) Leonard Voss (DE commercial) 
Patrick Paquette (MA recreational) Charles (Eddie) Green (MD for-hire/rec) 
Craig Poosikian (MA commercial) Dennis Fleming (PRFC rec/processer/dealer) 
Andy Dangelo (RI for-hire) Bill Hall (VA recreational) 
Toby Lapinski (CT recreational) Kelly Place (VA commercial) 
Julie Evans (NY for-hire, commercial) Jamie Lane (NC commercial) 
 
 

ASMFC Staff: Emilie Franke 
 
Public Attendees: Megan Ware (Striped Bass Board Chair, ME), Ray Kane (MA Board Member), 
Chris Batsavage (NC Board Member), Al Williams, Andrew M., Glen Fernandes, Mike Delzingo, 
Robert Moss, Taylor Vavra, Will Poston, Sarah Cvach (MDDNR), Daniel Herrick (MDDNR), 
Brendan Harrison (NJDEP) 
 
Section 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options 
1 AP member supports status quo Option A: 28” to <35” all modes for the following reasons: 

• Too many fish are being released under the current narrow slot limit; need a wider slot. 
• Can’t fish for such a small size range. Need to take whatever is biting on a particular day. 

 

http://www.asmfc.org/
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4 AP members support Option B: 28” to 31” all modes for the following reasons: 
• This is the most conservative option and supports the rebuilding timeline. 
• All recreational anglers should have the same fishing opportunity. 
• Mode split creates division between sectors. 
• There is no data justification for a mode split, and MRIP data are not designed to 

support such a split. 
• The mode split options were developed without consideration of broader allocation. If a 

mode split were implemented, it would be extremely difficult to revert back to one 
mode in subsequent actions. 

• Mode split deserves a more comprehensive, data-driven amendment-level discussion. 
Draft Addendum II includes very little analysis for the mode split options. 

• All modes should work together to rebuild the stock. 
 
8 AP members support Option C: 28” to 31” private-shore/28” to 33” for-hire for the following 
reasons: 

• Wider slot would reduce discards on for-hire trips. 
• Reducing fishing mortality is the primary goal, and this option is estimated to achieve 

about the same reduction as Option B. 
• Allowing for-hire a wider slot does not impact the estimated reduction, and supports 

for-hire businesses. No reason not to support for-hire businesses. 

 
Section 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options 
3 AP members support Option B1: 19” to 23”/1 fish all modes for the following reasons:  

• Private-shore anglers face similar challenges to the for-hire fleet with short season and 
limited species available. All modes should have the same fishing opportunity.  
 

1 AP members support Option B4: 19” to 26”/1 fish all modes noting that a wider slot if 
preferable to reduce discards.  
 
1 AP member supports any of the B options (slot limit with 1 fish for all modes) noting that all 
modes should have the same bag limit, but defers to the Chesapeake Bay stakeholders on the 
slot size. 
 
6 AP members support Option C1: 19” to 23”/1 fish private-shore/2 fish for-hire for the 
following reasons:  

• For-hire businesses in the Chesapeake Bay need 2-fish to survive. Bay fish are much 
smaller than ocean fish and the season is already very short, so the 2-fish allowance is 
needed to attract customers. 

• For-hire relies on striped bass to make a living. There are few other species available. 
• For-hire vessels participate in electronic reporting to monitor their catch. 
• 2-fish bag limit would help deter throwing back a fish on the smaller end of the slot in 

hopes of catching a larger one. 
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Section 3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if applicable) 
4 AP members support the status quo Option A: no clarification needed for the following 
reasons:  

• Enforcing different size limits on the same vessel is problematic.  
• Many vessels operate both as for-hire vessels and private vessels. 
• The clarification would not be enforceable at all. 

 
1 AP member supports Option B: add clarification—for-hire measures apply to patrons only 
noting that while this option is not enforceable, it is a good-will gesture to support mode splits.   

 
Section 3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Requirements Options 
9 AP members support the status quo Option A: no filleting requirements for the following 
reasons:  

• It would be very difficult to develop coastwide regulatory language that could be 
implemented in each state. 

• The complexities around fillet requirements (e.g., where to dispose of racks) are 
state/local issues and should be addressed as such. Not appropriate to include in a 
coastwide fishery management plan. 

 
Section 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options 
7 AP members support status quo Option A: status quo commercial quotas for the following 
reasons:  

• This addendum was developed to address the increase in 2022 catch, which was a result 
of increased recreational harvest. Commercial harvest in 2022 did not increase. 

• Commercial industry should not be penalized for the increase in the recreational sector. 
• This would be a significant economic loss for commercial fishermen and local markets.  
• Commercial industry is highly regulated and managed by hard quota caps.  
• Quotas are rarely exceeded, and if they are, there is an immediate quota payback the 

following year. Quota underages serve as a conservation buffer for the stock. 
• The FMP originally intended for a 50-50 split between the commercial and recreational 

sectors; however, the fishery has become majority recreational (90-10). The commercial 
sector is a very small percent of the fishery. 

• Commercial sector has adjusted gear to avoid large spawning fish. 
• Excess mortality is coming from the recreational sector. 

 

4 AP members support Option B: up to 14.5% quota reduction for the following reasons: 
• Support a reduction in both the ocean and Bay. 
• The environment is not producing enough fish, so the entire fishery (both sectors) need 

to take a reduction recognizing the declining stock. 
• Concern about some state commercial fisheries that allow harvest of large spawners. 
• Public commenters were largely in favor of this option. 
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Section 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Options 
10 AP members support the status quo Option A: Addendum/Amendment process for the 
following reasons:  

• Concern about losing public comment opportunity and losing advance notice of public 
comment. 

• The Commission’s existing emergency action provision allows a Management Board to 
take action in an emergency; that is sufficient to allow the Board quickly in an 
emergency. The Board should complete the Addendum process during a non-
emergency. 

• Frustration with the emergency action experience and the lack of AP or public comment 
before the emergency action was decided. 

• Faster is not always better. Addendum II was initiated using a streamlined process 
alongside the Board’s emergency action, but violated the public trust by going beyond 
the anticipated scope when mode split options were included with very little debate, 
analysis or data.  

• The Commission’s Addendum/Amendment process is set up to work through 
management issues. 

• Need to avoid knee-jerk reactions. 
 

2 AP members support Option B: Board action process for the following reasons: 
• Public comments have called for the Board to act more quickly, and have criticized the 

Board for moving too slowly in the past. 
• There is a need for quick action to rebuild the stock. 

 
Several AP members would support a hybrid option to speed up the Addendum process in 
some way, but still include a formal public comment period. AP members noted there needs to 
be a way to speed up the Addendum process without losing the public comment opportunity. 

 
New Jersey Conservation Equivalency Proposal 
ASMFC staff provided an overview of the conservation equivalency (CE) proposal submitted by 
the State of New Jersey for its Striped Bass Bonus Program (SBBP) under Draft Addendum II. 
Through CE, New Jersey has reallocated its commercial quota to the recreational fishery (NJ’s 
SBBP) since 1990. The SBBP CE proposal for Draft Addendum II outlines proposed changes to 
the SBBP size limit, along with corresponding quota changes, depending on what the Board 
implements through Addendum II. 
 
AP members asked clarifying questions about how the program works, and one AP member 
noted interest in the history of the SBBP size limits. One AP member commented on the 
importance of supporting New Jersey’s SBBP, noting that New Jersey made a conscious decision 
on how to best use their commercial quota to support the state’s economy. The AP member 
noted the SBBP has never exceeded its quota and has provided the necessary data and 
information to support the proposal.  
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MEMORANDUM 

 

Vision: Sustainably Managing Atlantic Coastal Fisheries 

January 10, 2024 

To: Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board 

From: Law Enforcement Committee 

RE:  Addendum II Comments 
 
The Law Enforcement Committee (LEC) conducted a virtual meeting on January 3, 2024 to review the 
proposals for Addendum II of Amendment VII of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan.  
 
The following Committee Members participated in this meeting: Jason Snellbaker, Chair, NJ; 
Scott Pearce, Vice Chair, FL; Rob Beal, ME; Delayne Brown, NH; Sean Reilly, NY; Thomas Gadomski, NY; 
Chris Baker, MA; Nicholas Couch, DE; Jeff Mercer, RI; James Cassin, NOAA OLE;  and Jeffrey Sabo, PA. 

ASMFC Staff participants:  Emilie Franke, Madeline Musante, and Kurt Blanchard  

 
Mrs. Emilie Franke (FMP Coordinator) presented the proposed fisheries management options under 
Addendum II to the LEC for consideration. 

The participating members of the LEC discussed the proposed management options in Section 3.0 of 
Addendum II.  The committee members came to a consensus on which options were most enforceable 
and these options are listed below along with a discussion of why these options were chosen.   

 

Section 3.1.1 Ocean Recreational Fishery Options  

Option A. Status Quo: 1 fish at 28” to less than 35” with 2017 seasons (all modes).  

Option B. 1 fish at 28” to 31” with 2022 seasons (all modes).  

Option D. 1 fish at 30” to 33” with 2022 seasons (all modes).  

Discussion on Sections 3.1.1 

Consistent compliance requirements across all modes within a sector leads to enhanced voluntary 
compliance.  Compliance is complicated when there are varied sizes, seasons and possession limits for 
recreational fishers who fish in different modes. The LEC recognizes and respects the desire by fishers to 
advocate and pursue management options for their respective modes of fishing for striped bass, 
however when specific management options intended to safeguard the stock of a species are 
complicated by differing regulations for different modes of fishing, voluntary compliance and 
enforceability decrease.   
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Section 3.1.2 Chesapeake Bay Recreational Fishery Options  

Option B. Apply a standard minimum size limit, maximum size limit, and bag limit to the Bay 
jurisdictions’ 2022 seasons. The minimum size shall be 19” and the bag limit 1 fish. Maximum size limit 
options are: B1) 23”, B2) 24”, B3) 25” or B4) 26”.  

Discussion on Sections 3.1.2 

The same discussion on Section 3.1.1 applies here.  In consideration of options B1-4, the law 
enforcement committee noted that compliance with slot limits is typically higher with larger slot limits. 

 

Section 3.1.3 For-Hire Management Clarification (if For-Hire Mode-Specific Limits are 
selected) 

Option A. Status Quo. No requirement in the Interstate FMP for Atlantic Striped Bass regarding how for-
hire measures would apply to individuals during for-hire trips.  

Discussion on Section 3.1.3 

When considering modes of fishing, consistent regulations across all sectors create better compliance. 
When regulations offer a distinct size and possession limit for a specific user, based on means of fishing 
or a specific location of fishing, this creates confusion among the users and regulators, reducing the 
effectiveness of a regulation. When a standard of proving who is a patron or who is a crew member, law 
enforcement must now pursue evidence to prove the status of an individual on a specific for- hire trip. 
This is not only unreasonable for an officer in the field but may also lead to false assumptions of facts. It 
may also create a loophole in the compliance measure. 
 

Section 3.1.4 Recreational Filleting Allowance Requirements  

Option B. For states that authorize at-sea/shore-side filleting of striped bass, establish minimum 
requirements, including requirements for: racks to be retained; skin to be left intact; and possession to 
be limited to no more than two fillets per legal fish. States should consider including language about 
when and where racks may be disposed of, specific to each mode allowed to fillet at-sea/shore.  

Discussion on Section 3.1.4 

Exceptions allowing onboard filleting of fish or other processing of animals greatly hinder enforcement 
of possession limits, regardless if it is a slot limits or even a trophy fish allowance. Requiring fish to 
remain intact facilitates identification. Particularly for large-party charters, processing at sea or filleting 
out catch on board complicates enforcement. Supporting regulations requiring that skin must remain on 
filets, counting two whole filets as one fish regardless of size, or requiring retention of “racks” may aid 
enforceability in specific circumstances. Where processing at sea is allowed, respective state 
enforcement staff should be consulted. 
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Section 3.2.1 Commercial Quota Reduction Options  

The LEC has offered no preferred option for this section.  

Discussion on Section 3.2.1 

We do ask that consideration be given to straightforward opening and closing of fishing times to meet 
the quota objectives. This is preferred over measures that will extend fishing, such as multiple shortened 
seasons or limited closure dates within a season that would complicate enforcement efforts.   

 

Section 3.3 Response to Stock Assessment Updates  

The LEC has offered no preferred option for this section.  

Discussion on Section 3.3 

Whenever an action is taken to change current management options, Law Enforcement would ask that 
all appropriate means are used to inform the regulated community of the changes. 
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Sustainable and Cooperative Management of Atlantic Coastal Fisheries 

TO: Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board 
 
FROM: Atlantic Striped Bass Plan Review Team 
 
DATE: January 16, 2024  
 
SUBJECT: PRT Review of New Jersey Conservation Equivalency Proposal for Striped Bass 

Bonus Program 
 
The State of New Jersey submitted a conservation equivalency (CE) proposal for the state’s 
recreational Striped Bass Bonus Program (SBBP) under Draft Addendum II. Since the SBBP is 
based on the existing commercial quota and is managed using that quota, CE is permitted 
during the current overfished stock status. New Jersey submitted the proposal before final 
approval of Draft Addendum II in order to allow sufficient time for Board review, and to allow 
sufficient time for implementation before the SBBP spring start date. If the Atlantic Striped Bass 
Management Board (Board) maintains the status quo commercial quotas through Addendum II, 
the current SBBP CE program is valid and no Board action is required, unless NJ considers 
changing the SBBP size limit. If the Board changes the commercial quotas through Addendum II, 
a new CE program requires Board approval for the SBBP to continue. 
 
The Striped Bass Plan Review Team (PRT) reviewed the proposal as specified in the 
Commission’s CE Policy and Technical Guidance Document.   
 
Proposal Overview 
New Jersey reallocated its commercial quota to the recreational fishery (NJ’s SBBP) through CE 
during Addendum VI, which was maintained through Amendment 7. The SBBP is based on NJ’s 
commercial quota, and the state issues a limited number of permits/tags to ensure the quota is 
not exceeded. Anglers can apply to the program in order to receive one permit/tag at a time 
that allows them to harvest a bonus fish. The current approved measures for the SBBP is a size 
limit of 24-<28” with a quota of 215,912 pounds.  
 
The SBBP CE proposal for Draft Addendum II outlines proposed changes to the SBBP size limit, 
along with corresponding quota changes to maintain the same impact on the stock via 
spawning potential ratio (SPR) analysis, based on what the Board implements through 
Addendum II: 
 

• If the Board selects the 28-31” ocean recreational size limit or the 28-31”/28-33” mode 
split option and maintains status quo commercial quotas, NJ would maintain their 
current size limit and therefore make no changes to their current CE program. No Board 
action is needed to continue the SBBP. 

http://www.asmfc.org/
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• If the Board selects the 28-31” or 28-31”/28-33” size limit option and reduces state 
commercial quotas, NJ proposes to maintain the current SBBP size limit but modify the 
quota accordingly with the quota reduction. Board approval is needed to continue the 
SBBP. 

• If the Board selects the 30-33” ocean recreational size limit, NJ proposes a 24-<30” SBBP 
size limit. The NJ quota would be adjusted using SPR analysis and would take into 
account the commercial quota option selected by the Board. Board approval is needed 
to continue the SBBP. 

• If the Board selects the 30-33”/28-33” split mode ocean recreational size limit, NJ 
proposes a >33-≤ 36” SBBP size limit. The NJ quota would be adjusted using SPR analysis 
and would take into account the commercial quota option selected by the Board. Board 
approval is needed to continue the SBBP. 
 

PRT Review 
The first PRT review component is whether the proposal is equivalent to the FMP standard. 
Depending on the commercial measures selected by the Board for Addendum II, the FMP 
standard for the commercial fishery will either be: 

• 2017 commercial size limits and Amendment 7 state-by-state quotas, or approved CE 
program (NJ’s approved CE program reallocated its quota to the SBBP with a size limit of 
24-<28” and an adjusted quota of 215,912), or, 

• 2022 commercial size limits and Addendum II state-by-state quotas, which may be 
reduced by up to 14.5% from Amendment 7 quotas. 
 

The proposal demonstrates equivalency to the above FMP standards by using SPR analysis and 
methods outlined by the Striped Bass Technical Committee1 to adjust NJ’s commercial quota to 
account for NJ’s proposed alternative size limits. The PRT noted that Technical Committee 
Review of this CE proposal was not necessary since the TC recently reviewed SPR methods in 
September 20231. 
 
The next PRT review component is whether the proposal followed the CE standards and 
required proposal components outlined in the CE Guidance Document. The proposal includes 
all the required information: rationale; description of how program meets FMP; description of 
datasets; length of time state is requesting CE and review schedule; monitoring and reporting 
process. 
 
Regarding the proposed SBBP size limit options, the PRT is concerned about the proposed >33”-
≤ 36” option. NJ acknowledges this option would make an additional fraction of the 2015-year 
class available to the fishery; however, NJ also notes that other commercial fishery size limits 
allow harvest within this range, and the maximum number of bonus tags issued for >33” -≤ 36” 
would be less than the status quo (because the average fish weight is higher). The PRT 
acknowledges that some commercial fisheries have access to the 2015 year class and that the 

 
1 2023 Technical Committee Memo outlining SPR methods: 
http://www.asmfc.org/uploads/file/653fd79fStripedBassTC_Report_Sept2023.pdf  

http://www.asmfc.org/uploads/file/653fd79fStripedBassTC_Report_Sept2023.pdf
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NJ SBBP is a commercial-based CE program. However, considering the Board’s recent focus on 
protecting the 2015-year class from recreational harvest and that SBBP participants are 
recreational anglers, the PRT is concerned that the >33”-≤ 36” option would allow access for NJ 
recreational anglers to the 2015-year-class while recreational anglers along the rest of the coast 
would not have access to that year class. 
 
Regarding enforcement, NJ noted that compliance and enforcement concerns are similar to 
other state commercial fishery programs, and NJ has increased SBBP outreach and education 
to increase compliance, reporting rates, and the accuracy of data reported in logbooks. The Law 
Enforcement Committee (LEC) received an overview of the SBBP and proposed size limit 
options. The only LEC comment was agreement with NJ’s preference to avoid having a gap 
between the bonus program slot limit and the ocean recreational slot limit. E.g., a 30-33” ocean 
recreational slot limit should be paired with a 24-<30” bonus slot limit instead of a 24-<28” 
bonus slot limit. 



From: Aguiar, Adam
To: Emilie Franke
Cc: Toni Kerns; Tina Berger
Subject: [External] Re: Please close the Susky in January and February for Catch and Release Striped Bass
Date: Monday, January 15, 2024 8:04:32 AM

Hello,
    I wanted to update you on my concerns about the crowd-associated catch & release
mortality above the line in the Susky during January and February. Though its not near their
traditional spawning time, we have been catching many many large stripers already in this
very sensitive area, since January 3rd in fact. I have only seen a single DNR officer at Rock
Run once to check license compliance. 
    As explained by your own fisheries biologists (see prior emails), this area was made closed
to catch and release during March because of the ‘unnaturally high concentration’ of large
striped bass there. With everything moving up earlier in season, including their spawning
times, that unnaturally high concentration of bass is starting in early January now, allowing for
the catch and release mortality to have a severe impact during those months. 
    Please, again, close this highly sensitive area to even catch and release during January and
February. It will protect the most important part of the striped bass population.  With the
current regulations, this February will have unimaginable amounts of stripers die from normal
catch and release mortality alone, which doesn’t even include improper handling and
poaching. By fully closing the fishery there and fully enforcing it (like is done in March), the
bass population and its future will surely benefit; which is ostensibly what one of your
organization’s highest priorities is, correct?

From: Emilie Franke <EFranke@asmfc.org>
Sent: Thursday, March 2, 2023 10:13 AM
To: Aguiar, Adam <Adam.Aguiar@stockton.edu>
Cc: Toni Kerns <Tkerns@asmfc.org>; Tina Berger <tberger@asmfc.org>
Subject: RE: Please close the Susky in January and February for Catch and Release Striped Bass
 

You don't often get email from efranke@asmfc.org. Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL EMAIL ALERT: The sender is not using a Stockton email address. Please use
caution.

Hello Dr. Aguiar,
 
Thank you for reaching out about striped bass in the Susquehanna River in Maryland. Your
comments will be shared with the Striped Bass Management Board ahead of their Spring Board
meeting.
 
Thanks,
Emilie
 

mailto:Adam.Aguiar@stockton.edu
mailto:EFranke@asmfc.org
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Emilie Franke | Fishery Management Plan Coordinator
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N
Arlington, VA 22201
Phone: 703.842.0716 | Fax: 703.842.0741
efranke@asmfc.org | www.asmfc.org
 
 

From: Aguiar, Adam <Adam.Aguiar@stockton.edu> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 1, 2023 6:20 PM
To: Robert Beal <Rbeal@asmfc.org>; Mike Rinaldi <Mike.Rinaldi@accsp.org>; Geoffrey White
<geoff.white@accsp.org>; Tina Berger <tberger@asmfc.org>; Patrick A. Campfield
<pcampfield@asmfc.org>; Kristen Anstead <kanstead@asmfc.org>; Toni Kerns <Tkerns@asmfc.org>
Subject: [External] Please close the Susky in January and February for Catch and Release Striped Bass
 
Hello,
    This past month has been a chaotic mess for the spawning class striped bass in the susky. 
    I strongly encourage January/February be closed to catch-n-release striped bass above the
Lapidum line. With the years warmer earlier, there’s been tons of spawning class fish earlier. With
this, there’s tons of anglers, 90% of which are inexperienced with proper catch and release
practices. They purposely mishandle the fish roughly, and though I understand the incentive for
taking pictures (I do myself on occasion), they do extensive photo ops with the fish out of the
water, carelessly bang them against rocks, and walk the fish all the way into the shoreline from far
out in the river. My friends and I have witnessed mishandled fish die and float down the river, and
others washed up on the river banks. I informed DNR about this, and they should be giving tickets
for fish harassment at the very least, but there’s not much they can do given the current
January/February regulations. 
    If these masses of new anglers were all experienced and conservation-oriented it wouldn’t be
so worrisome (After all, I myself have a staunch perspective on the need for nuance in even the
March/April regulations). However, their inexperience and mishandling of the fish in wrong ways
and for excessive time periods exacerbates the catch-and-release mortality. Here it’s
exceptionally critical because these are spawning class fish, and in these warmer winters with
eggs already developed. 
   The DNR and policy-makers are ostensibly concerned about the March/April season, but
everything is moving earlier with these warmer years. 2020-2023 (last 4 years) have been warmer
and thus the large striped bass arrival has occurred much sooner. This year was extreme, with us
catching spawning-size stripers in mid-January! 
    I understand that such changes in policies would hinder my attempts to catch these fish too,
but I rather have the bass population healthy just as the DNR and state supposedly do. So I am
writing this not just as a marine and molecular biologist, but more importantly as an avid striped
bass angler. Please encourage your superiors to make the restrictions for the Susky earlier for
future years. I understand you need before and after survey data for January-Februarys to
demonstrate the effectiveness of such potential policies, and that you currently do not undertake
such surveys there at that time. I emplore you to, at the very least, effectuate such surveying
methods from the Conawingo dam to lapidum boat ramp, for shore-caught fish, during the
months of January and February. I think our minds will be blown at the negative impact to the
striper population that these crowds of shore-based anglers cause.
    I, along with many others anglers that have shifted perspectives on this topic, agree that the

tel:703.842.0716
tel:703.842.0741
mailto:efranke@asmfc.org
http://www.asmfc.org/
mailto:Adam.Aguiar@stockton.edu
mailto:Rbeal@asmfc.org
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mailto:tberger@asmfc.org
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mailto:kanstead@asmfc.org
mailto:Tkerns@asmfc.org


area below the Conawingo dam to lapidum should be closed January-February for even catch-
and-release.  Its not only logical and consistent with your other policies, but it is best for the bass
population! I have 2016 emails from fisheries biologists and DNR officers (Eric Durell and Sarah
Widman) explaining why this area should be closed. Having the currently inconsistent regulations
(February to March shift) continue as they are is embarrassing to the organization and will
undoubtedly upset voters, especially as all the fish pics of mishandled/killed bass hit social media
these upcoming months. I am mass emailing the DNR officers, state legislators and
assemblymen too; and plan to write extensive news articles on the topic to bolster public
awareness of this issue. 
   Again, please consider shutting down that area of the river to even catch-and-release next
January-February. It would be better for our natural resource and environment, and after this last
season you will have much less resistance in doing so from the recreational community who have
largely switched perspectives on the matter.
 
 
 
Dr. Adam A. Aguiar, Ph. D.
Associate Professor, 
Biology Department,
School of Natural Sciences and Mathematics (NAMS),
Stockton University
(adam.aguiar@stockton.edu)
732-939-5257
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