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ASMFC Presents William Goldsborough
Prestigious Captain David H. Hart Award
Bar Harbor, ME – The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission presented William “Bill” Goldsborough
of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation the Captain David H. Hart Award, its highest annual award, at the
Commission’s 75th Annual Meeting in Bar Harbor, Maine. Bill is the first person to receive all three
Commission awards, having previously received an Annual Award of Excellence for Management & Policy
Contributions and the Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership (ACFHP) Melissa Laser Fish Habitat
Conservation Award.

Hart Award recipient Bill Goldsborough (front row center) joined by ASMFC Executive Director Bob
Beal, ASMFC Chair Doug Grout and 10 previous Hart Award recipients.
The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission was formed by the 15 Atlantic coastal states in 1942 for the promotion and
protection of coastal fishery resources. The Commission serves as a deliberative body of the Atlantic coastal states, coordinating
the conservation and management of nearshore fishery resources, including marine, shell and diadromous species.
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Throughout his 30 years on the front lines of fisheries management and conservation, Bill has remained a
thoughtful and persistent voice of reason in his commitment to science‐based decision making. A senior
scientist for the Chesapeake Bay Foundation since 1988, Bill has provided an independent, conservation‐
oriented voice to the fisheries discussion. Bill joined the Commission in 1995 after having served as a
member of the Commission’s Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooperative Management Act Transition Team.
From 1995 through 2004 he was the Maryland Governor’s Appointee and again from 2007 until this year.
During his career, Bill has made significant contributions to the protection and recovery of several key
Chesapeake Bay fishery species. He played a central role in the striped bass recovery, beginning with the
implementation of the Maryland moratorium in 1985 and continuing through to the reopening the fishery
in 1990, having achieved consensus among diverse stakeholders to move towards a conservation‐based
approach to striped bass management. He also led a public blue crab conservation campaign that resulted
in a broad commitment to cap effort in the fishery and led to the adoption of bay‐wide fishery
management plans under the Chesapeake Bay Agreement.
A passionate advocate for aquatic habitat, Bill made habitat protection and restoration a topic of critical
and common concern among fishermen. Regionally, he brought together a diverse group of commercial
and recreational fishermen to adopt codes for protecting the Chesapeake Bay. Coastwide, he has left an
indelible mark on the Commission’s Habitat Program as one of the earliest members of the Habitat
Committee and its longest serving Chair, having serving in that position for 10 years. Thanks to his
leadership and participation, the Committee has developed habitat sections for many of the Commission’s
fishery management plans and released numerous publications – all of which have elevated our
understanding that healthy aquatic habitats are the foundation of abundant fisheries. As a Steering
Committee member, Bill also played an important role in the development and launching of the Atlantic
Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership.
Perhaps one of Bill’s most notable and lasting endeavors is his commitment to ecological fisheries
management, which the Atlantic Menhaden Board is now pursuing through Amendment 3. In 2005 and
2006, he was instrumental in developing the Chesapeake Bay reduction cap for menhaden and prompting
a five‐year Chesapeake Bay population research program. Throughout the oftentimes contentious
deliberations, Bill’s was the calm voice reminding us to stay the course.
His contributions and composure in the face of challenging decision‐making negotiations undoubtedly
spring from his concurrent participation in other fisheries management fora, including his work with the
EPA Chesapeake Bay Program where he serves on the Sustainable Fisheries Goal Implementation Team,
and his tenures as a member of the Chesapeake Bay Program’s Fishery Management Workgroup (1987‐
2001), Aquatic Reef Habitat Workgroup (1993‐2000), Fish Passage Workgroup (1987‐2000), and the
Fishery Management Plan Review Taskforce (1993). From 1996 through 2003, he was a member of NOAA’s
Bi‐State Blue Crab Advisory Committee. For eight years (2002‐2010), he was the NGO representative on
NOAA’s Chesapeake Bay Fisheries Steering Committee.
These are only some of the highlights in the remarkable career of an exceptional ecologist who has found
ways to bridge gaps between stakeholders and the environment while deftly negotiating the terrain
between what could be ideal and what is humanly possible.
The Commission instituted the Award in 1991 to recognize individuals who have made outstanding efforts
to improve Atlantic coast marine fisheries. The Hart Award is named for one of the Commission’s longest
serving members, who dedicated himself to the advancement and protection of marine fishery resources.
PR16‐32

