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13-01, Resolution to Ban the Import and Use of
Asian Horseshoe Crabs as bait:

The Business Session of the Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission convened in the Presidential
Ballroom of the Crowne Plaza Hotel Old Town,
Alexandria, Virginia, February 21, 2013, and was
called to order at 2:37 o’clock a.m. by Chairman Paul
Diodati.

Whereas, the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (Commission) is comprised of
representatives of the fifteen Atlantic coastal states
and is charged with management of fisheries
resources, marine, shell, and anadromous; and

CALL TO ORDER
CHAIRMAN PAUL DIODATI: We will start our
Business Session. Louis has an item for us.

Whereas, one of those fisheries resources is the
Atlantic horseshoe crab (Limulus polyphemus) which
is managed for its ecological services, use as bait, and
in the biomedical industry; and

DR. LOUIS B. DANIEL: During the Policy Board
earlier today, I briefly explained what I was trying to
do. On behalf of the executive committee I move to
authorize the executive director to withdraw no more
than $500,000 from commission reserves in order to
meet our unavoidable expenses, primarily mortgage
and salaries, if we have not received our ACFCMA
funds by 1 March 2013.

Whereas, horseshoe crabs are used as bait in fisheries
for American eel and whelk fisheries; and
Whereas, bait shortages motivated seafood dealers in
the State of New York to import 2,000 non-native
Asian horseshoe crabs in 2011, and 7,400 kilograms
of non-native Asian horseshoe crabs in 2012 for use
as bait in state waters; and

This authorization is made with the understanding
that upon receipt of our ACFCMA funds a deposit
would be made to commission reserves equal to any
withdrawals that may have been made. This is a onetime request and is made solely for 2013. The
authority would expire upon receipt of our ACFCMA
grant.

Whereas, three species of Asian horseshoe crabs
(Tachypleus gigas, Carcinoscorpius rotundicauda,
and Tachypleus tridentatus) pose a potential threat to
the marine resources and human health along the
Atlantic coast of the United States; and

CHAIRMAN DIODATI: No second is needed here.
Those of you who weren’t at the executive committee
meeting, for a little explanation what this is about is
the sequestration that we hear so much about. If the
federal monies are delayed, beginning in March we
would have a problem in terms of administering
grants; and so our reserve money could be used as a
bridge if that is necessary. That is what this does.
Are there any questions about it? Is there opposition?
Seeing no opposition to the motion; I will consider
this approved.

Whereas, recent evidence presented in 2011 suggests
that the populations of these three species of Asian
horseshoe crabs are in decline; and
Whereas, it will take the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service up to a year to add the species to the
Injurious Wildlife list of the Lacey Act so
importation can be regulated on a federal level; and
Whereas, in the meantime measures should be put in
place to address the issue; and

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Whereas, one species of parasitic flatworm lays eggs
in tough cocoons on the shell of the Asian horseshoe
crab, which can easily survive and hatch even if the
host crab is killed; and

CHAIRMAN DIODATI: Are there any changes to
the agenda? Seeing none;

APPROVAL OF PROCEEDINGS
Whereas, the introduction of such or similar parasites
would have detrimental effects on the American
horseshoe crab population, and

CHAIRMAN DIODATI:
Any changes or
modifications to the minutes from the last meeting? I
will consider those approved. I think the outstanding
piece of business is a resolution from the Horseshoe
Crab Management Board? Dave.

Whereas, detrimental impacts on American
horseshoe crab populations will likely impact food
availability for migratory shorebirds, including red
knots; and

RESOLUTION FROM THE HORSESHOE
CRAB MANAGEMENT BOARD

Whereas, one species of Asian horseshoe crab (C.
rotundicauda) is known to contain the powerful,

MR. DAVID SIMPSON: Do I need to read the
whole thing into the record? Okay, this is Resolution
1

potentially painful, neurotoxin tetrodotoxin (TTX);
and,
Whereas, the potential for TTX accumulation in
commonly consumed seafood product (whelk and
eel) and subsequent human illness is unknown; and
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the
Commission’s Horseshoe Crab Management
Board recommend to its member states that they
take any and all action to ban the importation and
use of Asian horseshoe crabs as bait as soon as
possible.
CHAIRMAN DIODATI: That’s a motion to adopt
that resolution.
MR. SIMPSON: It is a motion and a thanks to Marin
who very quickly and professionally put this
together.
CHAIRMAN DIODATI:
second on that motion to
there any comment for or
am going to assume
unanimously approved.

Robert Boyles offers a
adopt this resolution. Is
against? Seeing none; I
that this motion is

ADJOURNMENT
Is that all of our business for today? A motion to
adjourn. Thank you.
(Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 2:45
o’clock p.m., February 21, 2013.)
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