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Executive Directorate

ASMFC STAFF DIRECTORY

Communications

TINA BERGER
Director of Communications

Primary Responsibilities:
Media relations, public outreach, Advisory panel process, Fisheries Focus, press 
releases, web manager

tberger@asmfc.org

MADELINE MUSANTE
Outreach and Fisheries Assistant

Primary Responsibilities:
Assist in media relations, public outreach, mailings, tradeshow preparation, quarterly 
meeting support and summarization of public comment

mmusante@asmfc.org

ROBERT BEAL
Executive Director

Primary Responsibilities:
Policy development and implementation, legislative activities

rbeal@asmfc.org

ALEXANDER LAW
Legislative Program Coordinator

Primary Responsibilities:
Coordination of Legislative Committee, appropriations requests, Capitol Hill 
relations, legislation tracking and advocacy

alaw@asmfc.org
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The DATA TEAM works with partners to identify, transform, and audit datasets so they can be included in 
the Data Warehouse. They also provide data services to partners by maintaining an on-line Data Warehouse, 
designing custom data, and participating in data intensive fisheries activities, such as stock assessments. 

JULIE DEFILIPPI SIMPSON
Deputy Director

Primary Responsibilities:
Annual RFP process; oversight and support for Operations and Advisory Committees

julie.simpson@accsp.org

Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program (ACCSP)

The PROGRAM STAFF is dedicated to maintaining ACCSP standards and handling administrative aspects of the 
Program, including outreach and monitoring the program projects that are funded each year. 

GEOFF WHITE
Director

Primary Responsibilities:
Program management and oversight; support for Coordinating Council.

geoff.white@accsp.org

MARISA POWELL
Program Assistant

Primary Responsibilities:
Staff contact for internal and external outreach, support and communications.

marisa.powell@accsp.org

MICHAEL OPIEKUN
Data Team Lead

Primary Responsibilities:
Guidance for data related activities including standards, data warehousing and data
dissemination

michael.opiekun@accsp.org
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JENNIFER NI, Information Systems Specialist
Data Analyst

Primary Responsibilities: 
Staff contact for HMS data; data load verification processes.

jennifer.ni@accsp.org

JOE MYERS
Senior Data Coordinator 

Primary Responsibilities: 
Staff contact for Commercial Technical Committee; SAFIS data; Seafood Traceability

joe.myers@accsp.org

ANNA-MAI CHRISTMAS-SVAJDELENKA
Data Coordinator 

Primary Responsibilities: 
Staff contact for data standardization, custom data requests

anna-mai.christmas-svajdelenka@accsp.org

HEATHER POWER
Senior Data Coordinator 

Primary Responsibilities: 
Data loads and merges; Biological Review Panel; Bycatch Prioritization Committee

heather.konell@accsp.org

SKYE THOMAS
Data Coordinator 

Primary Responsibilities: 
Staff contact for ACCSP Biological Committee

skye.thomas@accsp.org
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ED MARTINO, Ph.D.
Software and IT Manager

Primary Resposibilities:
Guidance for software, APIs, database, and security

ed.martino@accsp.org

The SOFTWARE TEAM designs and builds the Standard Atlantic Fisheries Information System (SAFIS), as well as 
internal systems that the Program manages or that support 
program activities. 

DANIEL MESTAWAT
Programmer

Primary Responsibilities:
Support for SAFIS and other ACCSP software

daniel.mestawat@accsp.org

JAMAL OUDIDEN
Programmer

Primary Responsibilities:
Support for SAFIS and other ACCSP software

jamal.oudiden@accsp.org

KRANTHI 
Oracle APEX Developer

Primary Responsibilities:
SAFIS development and database PL/SQL
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ALEX DiJOHNSON
Recreational Team Lead

Primary Responsibilities:
Staff contact for Access Point Angler Intercept Survey (APAIS); Dockside Tablet 
Implementation; Recreational Technical Committee

alex.dijohnson@accsp.org

The RECREATIONAL TEAM coordinates state conduct of the Access Point Angler Intercept Survey (APAIS)
and the For-Hire Telephone Survey (FHTS) from Maine to Georgia. They also staff the Recreational Technical
Committee which developed and updates the Atlantic Regional Implementation Plan for the Marine
Recreational Information Program (MRIP)

TREVOR SCHEFFEL
Data Coordinator

Primary Responsibilities:
Support for APAIS and For-Hire Telephone Survey

trevor.scheffel@accsp.org

GABE THOMPSON
Data Coordinator

Primary Responsibilities:
Support for APAIS and For-Hire Telephone Survey

gabe.thompson@accsp.org
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JAYRAN FARZANEGAN
Accounting Manager

Primary Responsibilities:
General ledger, payroll, grants

jfarzanegan@asmfc.org

Finance and Administration

CECILIA BUTLER
Human Resouces Administrator

Primary Responsibilities:
Human resources

cbutler@asmfc.org

LAURA C. LEACH
Director

Primary Responsibilities:
Grants, finance (budget and reserves), human resources, office management

lleach@asmfc.org

LINDSAY AUBART
Creative Projects Coordinator

Primary Responsibilities:
Creative projects oversight

laubart@asmfc.org

LISA B. CARTY
Deputy Director of Administration

Primary Responsibilities:
Human resources, office administration, meetings, accounting, grants management, IT

lcarty@asmfc.org
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Finance and Administration, continued

CHRIS JACOBS
Facilities and Technology Administrator

Primary Responsibilities:
IT and facilities support

cjacobs@asmfc.org

LISA HARTMAN
Staff Assistant

Primary Responsibilities:
Commissioners, accounts payable, graphic design, travel vouchers, and special projects

lhartman@asmfc.org

TONI KERNS
Fisheries Policy Director

Primary Responsibilities:
ISFMP oversight, policy development

tkerns@asmfc.org

Interstate Fisheries Management Program

TRACEY BAUER
FMP Coordinator

Primary Responsibilities:
Atlantic croaker, black drum, black sea bass, red drum, spot, spotted seatrout, weakfish, winter 
flounder

tbauer@asmfc.org

JAMES BOYLE
FMP Coordinator

Primary Responsibilities:
Atlantic menhaden, Atlantic sturgeon, shad and river herring, spiny dogfish, tautog

jboyle@asmfc.org
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EMILIE FRANKE
FMP Coordinator

Primary Responsibilities:
Atlantic herring, Atlantic striped bass, cobia, spanish mackerel

efranke@asmfc.org

Fisheries Science Program

PATRICK CAMPFIELD
Director

Primary Responsibilities:
Fisheries Science Program oversight, fisheries research coordination, 
peer reviews

pcampfield@asmfc.org

KRISTEN ANSTEAD, Ph.D
Stock Assessment Scientist

Primary Responsibilities:
Stock assessments and fish ageing
Species: American eel, Atlantic croaker, Atlantic menhaden, Atlantic sturgeon, coastal sharks, 
cobia, horseshoe crab, spiny dogfish

kanstead@asmfc.org

Interstate Fisheries Management Program, continued

CAITLIN STARKS
Senior FMP Coordinator

Primary Responsibilities:
American eel, American lobster and jonah crab, coastal sharks, horseshoe crab

cstarks@asmfc.org

CHELSEA TUOHY
FMP Coordinator

Primary Responsibilities:
Summer flounder, scup, bluefish and Northern shrimp.

ctuohy@asmfc.org
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KATIE DREW, Ph.D
Stock Assessment Team Leader

Primary Responsibilities:
Stock assessments, stock assessment training workshops, recreational fishing surveys and 
analyses. 
Species: Atlantic herring, striped bass, Atlantic sturgeon, bluefish, northern shrimp, Spanish 
mackerel, spotted seatrout, tautog, weakfish, winter flounder

kdrew@asmfc.org

JEFF J. KIPP
Senior Stock Assessment Scientist

Primary Responsibilities:
Stock assessments, assessment training, Fish Passage Work Group, Interstate Tagging 
Committee, Fishing Gear Technology Work Group.  
Species: American lobster, jonah crab, black sea bass, red drum, shad and river herring, spot, 
summer flounder, scup

jkipp@asmfc.org

SIMEN KAALSTAD
Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership and Habitat Coordinator

Primary Responsibilities:
Coordination of ACFHP Steering Committee and its working groups to accomplish Partnership 
goals and objectives, based on the ACFHP Strategic Plan and the goals of the National Fish 
Habitat Partnership.

skaalstad@asmfc.org

Fisheries Science Program, continued

JAINITA PATEL
Fisheries Science Coordinator

Primary Responsibilities:
SEAMAP, NEAMAP, Management and Science Committee, Assessment Science Committee, 
Committee on Economics an Social Sciences, Ecological Reference Point Work Group, Risk 
and Uncertainty Work Group, ACCSP Biological Review Panel and Bycatch Prioritization 
Committee

jpatel@asmfc.org




