
From: jean nelson
To: Comments
Subject: [External] for Menhaden Management Board members meeting. Aug 6,2024
Date: Friday, August 2, 2024 8:14:52 AM

CURRENT ASFMC TAC ON MENHADEN REDUCTION FISHING IN THE
CHESAPEAKE BAY HAS MANAGED TO KILL MORE BABY OSPREY CHICKS TO
STARVATION THAN THAN DDT DID IN THE 1970’s
PLEASE TAKE ACTION NOW

this request is made because by your own admission - 
asfmc has no scientific data to back up the tac numbers they allow to be harvested from the
bay . . . 
without this information you have no idea if omega protein is taking 9 or 99 percent of the
available menhaden from the bay each season.  

nor do you know how much  has to be left for the survival of the fish and birds who depend on
menhaden for their survival . . .
without knowing what to leave how can you determine what can be safely taken. 

ADVERSE IMPACT
menhaden are bred and raised in the protective confines of the almost completely enclosed
chesapeake bay. when they are ready to migrate there is only one way out -  into the ocean at
the mouth of the bay near norfolk. 

this fish in a barrel scenario makes it nearly impossible for any schools of menhaden to evade
the omega ships working the bay and in order to get it into the ocean they still have to make it
thru the fleet that sit at the mouth of the bay in norfolk to catch them coming and going. 

removing such large numbers of menhaden destroys the fragile ecological balance of the
estuary, has been shown to be the cause of the osprey chick kill and nest failure on the bay*
and is no doubt impacting many other seabird fish or mammal in the bay who must rely on
menhaden for needed for sustenance and survival. 

YOUR JOB
a part of asfmc’s stated management mission is to :

Objective 1 – Rebuild, maintain, fairly allocate, and promote Atlantic coastal fisheries.

Objective 2 – Provide the scientific foundation for and conduct stock assessments to
support informed management actions.

Objective 3 – Promote compliance with fishery management plans to ensure sustainable
use of Atlantic coast fisheries.

Objective 4 – Protect and enhance fish habitat and ecosystem health through
partnerships 

1- there is nothing fair about allocating 75 percent of the entire catch to virginia
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2- there is no scientific foundation no stock acessment to justify your bay tac

3- your numbers in the bay are proving to be unsustainable and

4- you are not protecting and enhancing fish habitat not ecosystem health in the bay. 

PLEASE PLACE A MORATORIUM ON FURTHER BAY HARVESTING UNTIL SUCH
TIME THAT A SCIENTIFIC STUDY CAN BE COMPLETED TO GATHER THE
SCIENTIFIC DATA YOU NEED TO SUPPORT ANY FURTHER ACTIVITY. 

i fear it may be too late for the osprey in much of the bay. the signs of distress in the bay have
been blinking red for years now. with little to no food this year those who leave this fall may
not return.

pls remember that the bay belongs to the people of md and virginia - it’s not the exclusive
property of canadian owned omega.  

they may threaten to leave if they don’t get their way but their boats are built for ocean going
operations so it should be a non issue.  

sadly i fear that no matter what limitations va imposed on them - we will never get rid of them.
no one else on the east coast even wants them in their waters..

PLEASE DO THE RIGHT THING. ITS YOUR JOB. 

thank you 

. . . . . . .
* sources for osprey study
dr brian watts - director center for conservation biology 

his study and annual reports were documented as a part of the ongoing 50 year study of osprey
populations in the lower bay conducted by leading experts and scientists at william and mary. 

and michael academia - william and mary / winner of the 2022 wm anderson award at
international raptor research conference for the accent  for his stitchers on supplemental
feeding of osprey in mobjack bay.
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.



From: normcohn@gmail.com
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Menhaden board meeting August 6
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 2:05:28 PM

you must stop ALL menhaden fishing until a  scientific study on the effects on the Chesapeake Bay fishery can be
completed.

I am a pleasure fisherman and have watched the menhaden net fisherman pull and kill multiple species along with
menhaden.

Kill the menhaden and destroy a food source for ALL larger species.
Fishing in the Bay gets worse every year and the destruction of the food chain is, I believe, the reason.

Sent from my iPhone

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
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From: Steve Atkinson
To: Comments
Cc: Rick Elyar; Chris Dollar
Subject: [External] August 6 menhaden board meeting
Date: Thursday, August 1, 2024 10:36:16 AM

Good morning. On behalf of hundreds of saltwater anglers in Virginia, I provide the
following comments for consideration by the menhaden management board:

It has become increasingly clear that menhaden in our Chesapeake Bay are being
depleted at an alarming rate. While they are not considered overfished, this is a
coast-wide designation and has nothing to do with conditions in the bay, the most
important estuary and fish nursery on the east coast. In fact, your own scientists have
stated that striped bass, which remain in decline, are the most sensitive to declines in
menhaden, yet we allow large scale reduction fishing in the largest striped bass
nursery on the Atlantic coast.  Certainly striped bass can be both overfished and
under fed. 

For whatever reason, menhaden are no longer coming into the bay in large numbers
as in the past, and when they do the reduction industry scoops them up almost
immediately.  It seems very likely this is causing significant harm to the fragile
ecosystem.  While we would all like to have more science on the bay, it appears that
is not going to happen anytime soon because organized labor, industry lobbyists, and
certain politicians will make sure that any study bills that come before our legislature
get "postponed" as we saw this past February.  The truth is the industry knows there
is a problem in the bay, but they will never admit it, and will work very hard to hit their
"bay cap" so that it does not get reduced any further. Last year they did not hit the
cap and it appears they wont hit it this year. These are "red flags" to say the least! 
Add to this the recent research on osprey survival in the lower bay and you get the
picture. Additionally, the observations of thousands of fishermen and bay admirers
that menhaden schools have become smaller and less frequent is yet another red
flag.  Personally, I have been on the lower bay at least 10 times this year and have
only observed one small school.  Finally, as you may know, roughly 65- 70% of the
entire Atlantic coast quota comes from a relatively small area of the Virginia coast.
This is very concerning and greatly increases the likelihood of localized depletion of
this important public resource.  

It is past time to put the bay first and move the reduction fishery out of the bay until
science can show it is not causing harm. The industry catches about two thirds of the
total harvest in the ocean. Why not have them catch the other third there?  The
industry will claim this would put them out of business. While it may increase their
operating costs, their business model can not possibly be based solely on being able
to fish the bay.  They are currently authorized to catch 112 million pounds from the
bay annually.  This removes a devastating amount of the "most important fish in the
sea."  Our bay, fish, mammals, and seabirds deserve better!  

We call on you to do the right thing and protect our bay and recreational fishing
economy.    
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Thank you for your consideration.                        

Steve Atkinson 
Chairman, Virginia Saltwater Sportfishing Assn. 
Virginia Beach, Va 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.



From: Debbie Campbell
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Public Comment for Aug 6 Menhaden Management Meeting
Date: Friday, August 2, 2024 9:01:05 AM
Attachments: Menhaden Resolution (2).pdf

Members,
We are writing to ask you to ban industrial menhaden reduction fishing activity in VA State waters.
We have attached the resolution passed by my poor, rural community in 2023. It explains the
damage we suffer and illustrates the issue at hand.
Thank you.
Bill and Debbie Campbell
Kellam Dr
Silver Beach
VA 23350

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
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From: Brian Collins
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Aug 6th Meeting
Date: Friday, August 2, 2024 9:59:36 AM

It is unconscionable to allow 112m lb quota for Menhaden’s in the bay with zero scientific data.

ASMFC is failing the public and destroying the Chesapeake Bay - ecosystem.

And the ignorance about the 230 million more lbs of Menhaden that can be caught at the CBBT and along the
UNESCO world heritage site on the Virginia Coastal reserve is destroying Virginias saltwater fishing economy.

Shame on ASMFC

Thanks, Brian

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
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From: Bill Dunn
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Re: Menhaden Board August 6th 2024 Meeting
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 3:44:47 PM

To whom it may concern:

Please consider management restrictions of the reduction industry within the Va portion of the Chesapeake Bay. Do
this in order to re-establish a menhaden biomass capable of supplying the Chesapeake Bay with the food source that
has been depleted through localized depletion within Virginia waters.

I base this on daily observations over many years on the Va portion of the Chesapeake Bay.

Thanks,
Bill Dunn
Dunnsville, Va  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
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From: Birding Eastern Shore
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Public Comment to Menhaden Board
Date: Thursday, August 1, 2024 10:16:38 AM

Birding Eastern Shore, Inc.
PO Box 193

Franktown, Virginia 23354
info@birdingeasternshore.org

 
                                                                                                                              August
1, 2024
 
Atlantic Menhaden Management Board
c/o Atlantic States Marine Resources Commission
1050 N. Highland Street
Arlington, VA 22201
 
RE:          Osprey Impacts from Menhaden fishery in the Chesapeake Bay
 
Dear Atlantic Menhaden Management Board Members,
 
I am writing on behalf of Birding Eastern Shore, Inc., a nonprofit organization located
on the Eastern Shore of Virginia (Accomack and Northampton Counties). Our primary
activities involve educating the public about local birds and wildlife to inspire and
promote conservation and appreciation of these natural resources. As birders, we
observe and collect data on birds for inclusion in citizen science projects such as
eBird and Osprey Watch.
 
We are very concerned about the crisis in Osprey reproductivity on the Eastern Shore
of Virginia that appears to be caused by chick starvation prior to fledging. Recent
research articles have linked the starvation of osprey chicks to the industrial-scale
Menhaden Fishery within the Chesapeake Bay. (Please see, “Researchers Sound the
Alarm Over the Chesapeake Bay’s Ospreys”, National Audubon Society Magazine,
May 13, 2024
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/researchers-sound-alarm-over-chesapeake-bays-
ospreys; “Demographic response of osprey within the lower Chesapeake Bay to
fluctuations in menhaden stock,” Watts, et al., Front. Mar. Sci., 07 January
2024; Food supplementation increases reproductive performance of ospreys in the
lower Chesapeake Bay, Watts, et al., Front Mar. Sci., 19 April 2023.
 
We ask that the Atlantic Menhaden Management Board of ASMFC initiate a study to
evaluate the impacts of menhaden fishing on osprey populations and establish
menhaden population levels required to maintain current population levels of Osprey
in the Chesapeake Bay watershed. Research should focus not only on the population
metrics such as quantity of both species, and age/size of menhaden schools, but also
on the methodology of the industrial fishing activities. Menhaden fishing boats that
supply Omega Protein’s plant in Reedville have been observed to fish in shallow
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waters and to remove ALL fish, not just menhaden. Furthermore, their practice of
clustering multiple boats at the mouths of Eastern Shore creeks should be studied, as
that practice prevents any fish from entering the sub-estuaries of the Eastern Shore of
Virginia where many of the osprey nests are located. Thank you for your attention to
this matter.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Roberta Kellam
President 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.



From: Lud Kimbrough
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Menhaden Board Aug 6 Management Meeting
Date: Thursday, August 1, 2024 6:29:29 AM

Please implement management restrictions on the reduction fishery industry in the Chesapeake
Bay. 

Lud Kimbrough
lud.kimbrough@gmail.com
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
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From: Tom Lilly
To: Tina Berger
Cc: Lynn Fegley; Allison Colden; Russell Dize; Michael Luisi
Subject: [External] Fwd: DECLINING SPRING MENHADEN IN CHESAPAKE BAY ..ACTION ON AUG 6th ?
Date: Thursday, August 1, 2024 3:43:55 PM
Attachments: Tale of Two Bays 4 pages.pdf

IMG_1325 (4).PNG
NOAA CHARTS XX.pdf
Frontiers 2021 and pg 12.pdf

Tina.  This is for the Menhaden board, Bob Beal and James Boyle. Please send out with your
supplemental materials and acknowledge receipt. Best wishes, Tom.
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

Subject: DECLINING SPRING MENHADEN  IN CHESAPAKE BAY
..REQUEST FOR ACTION ON AUG 6th 

To Bob Beal, James Boyle and the Menhaden
board 

     I heard that the VA ospreys arrived on time in
VA late February-early March this year but there
has been "unprecedented " late egg laying and a
large number of breeding females that didn't lay
eggs at all. Evidently menhaden was so scarce the
females couldn't find the nutrition they needed to
reach breeding condition after their long migration.
These ospreys are your ERP indicator species of
problems with the menhaden harvest. (n.1) and
(n.5) See last attached  article "The Path to an
Ecosystem Approach for Forage Fish
Management....page 12 where ospreys are an ERP
harvest indicator species.  (last scan)
      I also saw the reports on the Facebook site (
Save our Menhaden) that on many days in May the
purse seiners were able to find only a few schools,
if that, in the VA bay. (n.2) If the menhaden weren't
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there in May then they weren't there in late March
or April either when the ospreys and the striped
bass spawning stock needed the food the most. I
believe those are facts.
       The weekly factory catch records for May and
June this year separated out for the bay and ocean,
that we are told ASMFC staff received weekly from
NOAA, that we have asked for would we strong
evidence this trend is continuing. I have just learned
Bob Beal will not allow the board to see that data in
the possession of the Commission staff saying it is
"confidential" ? 
        I thought we should look into this a little
deeper to see if the poor showing of menhaden this
spring was something new or was part of a trend.
NOAA publishes a graph of total factory catches
each year . While not broken down into bay vs
Atlantic they are what we have to look at right now.
The attachment has the totals for start up in mid
May and end of May 2015-2023. ( please note that
the Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic catch totals for
the factory fishing is separated out when NOAA
Beauford lab sends  these totals weekly during the
season to the ASMFC.. But at this point, Bob Beal
has ruled at although the commission has his data
the menhaden board members can’t see it. ??
         On the 2018 chart the lines are faint for the
May start up but it looks like it was 17,500 tons start
and 22,000 tons end May,(n.3) then on the 2023
chart start for the years 2020 and 2021 start mid
May is about 6,000 tons and May end about 10,000
tons.(n.4) Isn't that over a 100% decline.



          If we then look at the results for 2020-2023
there is nearly a 100% decline year to year in the
mid May results with recovery in years 2020-2022
but what appears as a 200 or 300% decline in May
end in just one year from 2022 to 2023. So by the
end of May in the years 2015- 2018 there was
about 15,000 tons caught by the end of May last
year it was about 2,500 tons . And what was it in
2024?
         We expect the 2024 bay landings for this year
would confirm that an ever decreasing amount of
menhaden is coming into the Bay in March and
April and it would be helpful for the menhaden
board to discuss the options they have to try to
correct this and to take all the reasonable steps
possible to protect the meager supply of menhaden
coming into the bay in the spring. One option is
to rebuild the mid-Atlantic breeding stock by preventing the
harvesting of nearly 51,000 tons of age 2 and younger fish in the bay
each year so those billions of menhaden can mature and spawn in
the mid Atlantic in a zone protected from harvesting and reverse the
alarming trend of vanishing menhaden in the spring in Chesapeake
Bay.
         The consequences to the bay ecology and the
quality of life of millions of people and their children
that use and enjoy Chesapeake Bay will be affected
either positively or negatively by whether you take
decisive action to correct this ever worsening
problem.    Thank you   Tom Lilly

PS. FYI.  Just for your consideration, please note that this is approximately the 25th quarterly
menhaden board meeting that I have been involved with trying unsuccessfully to protect the
menhaden forage base of Chesapeake Bay. Thank you for making Chesapeake Bay, Ospreys and
ERP holistic management part of the board meeting Tuesday. 



Click on to view. 
(n.1)                       (n.2)                       (n.3)             
          (n.4)                 more legible pdf of n. 3-4

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.























From: Kelly Matthews
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comments for Menhaden Board August 6 Management Meeting
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 7:25:53 PM

I would like the Board to please consider management restrictions of the reduction industry
within the Va portion of the Chesapeake Bay. Do this in order to re-establish a menhaden
biomass capable of supplying the Chesapeake Bay with the food source that has been depleted
through localized depletion within both Virginia and Maryland waters.

Thank you.

Kelly Matthews 
Machipongo, VA
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
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From: Christi Medice
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Menhaden and Chesapeake Bay
Date: Friday, August 2, 2024 3:02:36 AM

Greetings and Thank you all for taking the time to hear the various concerns concerning the
Ecosystem damage currently going on in the Chesapeake Bay. The Menhaden that come into
the bay serve many roles to help the Chesapeake stay the healthy sanctuary and nursery that
residents all the way from North Carolina to New York have become dependent on. These
little, oily fish assist in keeping the bay clean and is an important food source for the variety of
fish, which I will not waste your time with the many names of the fish that are impacted by the
massive harvesting each year, but there are also sea turtles, crustaceans, dolphins and, yes,
whales. We cannot forget about the many different species of birds that are also suffering from
this travesty. I could go on with many incidences that my friends and I have personally
witnessed with various net spills and damage to the bay from the dumping of the bilge water,
which does have ammonia and other chemicals just dumped into the bay like a big toilet bowl
Every living creature is affected by the Industrial Reduction Fishing and this style of fishing
needs to be placed back into the ocean. The nets being used are way to big for the bay. They
drop into the water approximately 50 foot when the average depth of the bay is between 20-45
foot. The length of the nets are 1400-1500 foot long. The NFL football field from end zone to
end zone is 360 foot. How many football fields would equal the size of just 1 of the Industrial
Reduction Fishing nets? The answer is 3-4.  This is a net that not only traps Menhaden by over
a hundred thousand and much more, but the BiCatch they get is horrible! Not only 1 boat at a
time, but up to 9 boats! Ridiculous!!!! Please hear our concerns! These huge boats need to fish
in the ocean where the water goes over 100 feet and the nets would not dredge the bottom like
the do in the Chesapeake Bay. The time has come to stop this style of fishing in the small
waters of the bay. They are geared for ocean fishing!! It is common sense. Thank you for your
time and consideration in the matter. I pray that you will see where we are coming from.
Christi Medice
757-442-9310
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
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From: MARINA PIERCE
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Comments Regarding Reduction Fishing on Menhaden in the Lower Chesapeake Bay
Date: Thursday, August 1, 2024 11:54:06 PM

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission - 

I live along the shores of the Chesapeake Bay in Cape Charles, VA.   As a wildlife photographer I am out in nature on a daily basis and have been saddened to see our wildlife,
specifically osprey, struggle.  In asking questions to learn more about why they are struggling I was pulled into the conversation about menhaden reduction fishing by Omega
Protein out of Reedville, VA.  I have been trying to educate myself on both sides of the issue but have come to the conclusion that this practice is degrading the ability of
various wildlife to thrive, negatively impacting the ability of people to enjoy our beaches and threatening the livelihood of fishermen and everyone that depends on tourism in
the Bay area.   I support a study that would put science and fact on the table so sound decisions about the menhaden population in the Bay could be made.  

I monitor osprey nests in our area.  Last year none of them successfully got their chicks past the first few weeks.  I witnessed a great deal of fighting among the chicks for the
short time they survived which I’m told is a sign they did not have enough food.  This year the six nests I’m monitoring seem to be fairing much better, but the size of fish the
parents are returning to the nest with are fairly small. With the parents having difficulty finding fish, I can’t imagine how difficult it will be for the babies to learn to fish.  I’ve
read the Bay was the largest concentration of osprey in the world during nesting season.  It would be incredibly tragic to allow this unconstrained menhaden fishing to drive this
iconic bird out of the Chesapeake Bay area. 

Once made aware of the aircraft and boats associated with the fishing operation I have monitored their activity near our area, worried about the impact on the osprey.  I was
shocked to actually watch the operation just off shore beyond our break waters as aircraft circled overhead.  More recently I watched 9 of their boats circling off our beach near
Plantation Creek and some type of operation that involved five of the large boats circling around some target.  Through my observations I have discovered a disturbing
connection with their fishing and a brown, slimy foam that washes up on our beaches the following day.  It is persistent, staying on the sand for roughly 3 days following a
fishing operation.   The appearance of the foam generally correlates with finding dead fish and skates on the beach as well.  While I don’t have the ability to track the discharge
water from the main boats to the beach, the connection seems to be undeniable.  With my own grandchildren that visit each summer and the large number of families that come
to the Cape Charles beaches, this sludge and by-catch is very problematic and potentially dangerous.  

In attempting to understand the alternative position, the only argument I’ve heard for maintaining the practice is the jobs at the plant in Reedville, VA.  While those people and
their livelihood are most certainly an important consideration, the jobs and livelihood of people all along the Bay are also a consideration.  Comments to posts I’ve made on
social media have been met with dozens of stories of sport fishermen who used to come here and no longer bother because there are no fish to catch.  They have stories of going
all the way to Maryland to get bait fish where they used to be readily available in the waters here.  Having already suffered the loss of these sport fishermen, if the beaches
become polluted that will drive away the families that visit each summer as well and have a disastrous impact on the Cape Charles economy.   

Given the above concerns - the impact on wildlife in the water and on land, the pollution on our beaches and the potential loss of jobs and tourism all along the Chesapeake Bay
- it would seem a simple decision to fund the study that would provide scientific data to the observations we are all making.  It’s unfortunate that the Virginia legislature was
persuaded to put off the study.  If Omega Protein is so certain there is no problem with their practices, then they should not fear an unbiased study to confirm that.  I hope your
group can help support the need to collect this data and make sound, unbiased decisions that protect the wildlife while we also protect people.  

This letter has been coordinated with and supported by many of my neighbors in Bay Creek, a community in Cape Charles, VA.  Thank you for your consideration.  Photos to
illustrate my concerns are attached as well. 

Marina Pierce
134 Heron Pointe Drive
Cape Charles, VA
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.



From: Robert B. Pollard
To: Comments
Subject: [External] Menhaden
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 4:13:04 PM

Please place a moratorium on industrial reduction fishing in the Chesapeake Bay until you have some science that
proves the stock is not overfished in the bay.
Sent from my iPhone
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
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From: Andrea Steegmayer
To: Comments
Subject: [External] The Menhaden Board August 6th Management Meeting
Date: Thursday, August 1, 2024 8:19:02 PM

To the Board
I am a big fan of the Chesapeake Bay and every living creature in it or that depends on its resources. Omega
Fisheries has been overfishing the Menhaden. The Atlantic States Marine/Menhaden Board has chooses to ignore
even the possibility of a scientific study on impact of the reduction menhaden fishing. To me this is absurd. Do we
not need scientific validation for what we do ? Or does the Board decide this on feelings ( so to speak) or crystal
balls or to the business interests of a Canadian company?
I hereby want to make it known as a resident of Virginia that I am absolutely against the reduction fishing of the
menhaden! Lots depends on this little fish that is much bigger than the profits it generates for Omega. Please change
the agenda. We are Virginia taxpayers and would like to see a change based on science.
Best
Andrea Steegmayer

Sent from my iPhone
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
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